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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 20240

H30-DCA
SEP 1€ 1964
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Northeast
From: Assistant Director, Design and Construction

Subject: Historie Structures Report, Part 1, Architectural Data
Section, Second Bank of the United States, Independence

The iInterested Divisions have reviewed the subject report and they
concur with the recommendation contained in your July 28 memorandum.

I have approved the subject report this date.

cc:
Chief, EODC (@)
Supt., Independence



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT" Ol THE INTERIOR
NA1IONAL I'ARK SI RVICC
Washington,D.C. 20240

CIP 4« ".C4

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Northeast
Prom: Assistant Director, Design and Construction

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Architectural Data
Section, Second Bank of the United States, Independence

The interested Divisions have reviewed the subject report and they
concur with the recommendation contained in your July 20 memorandum.

I have approved the subject report this date.

cc:
Chief, EODC (@
Supt., Independence



H30-8HA

JUL 2 81964

Tot Director
Free: Regional Director, northeast Region

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Fart 1, Architectural Data
Section, Second Bask of the Doited States* Independence SHF

The subject section of the Historic Structures Report, Fort I» is
rocowesiided to your approval. It has also boon rscc— ended by
Superintendent ML O. Anderson» Independence (HP.

The other sections of the report < Administrative, Historical «ad

Furnishings sad Exhibits Data < were approved in March 1960.

(Sgd.) Rodd F. Lee

Encinsure

est
Chief, EODC
Superintendent, Independence

MHNel ligan/gmf
General

Daily

Area



Structures Report on the Second Bank of the United States and recom-

mend it for approval.

M. O. Anderson



HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT, PART I, ARCHITECTURAL DATA SECTION,
SECOND BANK OF THE UNITED STATES, INDEPENDENCE NHP

>
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1. Mr. Lukens ) ‘

3. Dr. Nelligan




H30-RHA

m 111964

Mentorandum
To: Superintendent, Independence
FrcJdiI~gRegional Director» Northeast Region

Subject: Historic Structures Report» Architectural Data Section»
Part I» Second Bank of the United States

Enclosed for pour review is a copy of the Architectural Data section
for the Part | Historic Structures Report on tite Second Bank of the
United States. The Administrative» Historical and Furnishings and
Exhibits Sections of this report were approved in March 1960.

Please let us have your consents on this section of the report as

soon as possible.

BebrgoiTPaifffer

Enclosure

GMFraney
General *S
Daily
Area



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Eastern Office, Design and Construction
Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-H June 5, 1964
Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region
From: Chief Architect, EODC

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Architectural Data Section,
Part 1, Second Bank of the United States, Independence

Enclosed for your review and distribution are three copies of the
subject report which was recommended for approval by Acting Chief
DeSilets this date.

A Part 11 report and working drawings covering the restoration of
the roof has been prepared and a favorable bid has been received
for this portion of this restoration project.

We request your review of these reports at your earliest con-
venience so that an award for the restoration of the roof may be
made this Ffiscal year.

Enclosure

cc:
Assistant Director, Design and Construction
Superintendent, Independence



H30

Region Five
143 South Third Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

March 15, 1960

Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Independence National Historical Park
From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Second Bank of the
United States, Amended Administrative Data Section, Fur-
nishings and Exhibition Data Section

In accordance with the agreement reached at the Independence Park

conference held here last week by all offices concerned, we recom-

mend the subject report to your approval.

(Sgd.) Ronald F. Lee

Ronald F. Lee
Regional Director

In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, EODC

MHNelligan/cp

General”’

Daily

Area

Operations Division



UNITED STATES

INREPLY REFER TO:

H30-DCA

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
W ashington 25, D. C.

February 1, 1960

REGION FIVE  imiaL

AND

FEB 3- 1960 pate

__| REG. DIRECTOR
| ASST. REG DIR.

Hic'ory \

Nat. HiS. ‘M
Aicfteo. -
Puij:.
Memorandum __ Musium
scy.ivx. idQ.
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Acting Chief Architect .- el it
Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part 1, Amended Administrative

Data Section, Furnishings and Exhibition Data Section,
Second Bank of the United States, Independence

The Historic Structures Report, Part 1, Amended

Administrative Data Section, Furnishings and Exhibition Data Section,

Second Bank of the United States, Independence National Historical

Park, has been reviewed by the interested Divisions in the Washington

Office and is recommended for approval.

Copy to:

fobert E. Smith
Acting Chief Architect

Chief, EODC (@)
Supt.,

Independence
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H30

Region Five
173 South Third Street
Philadelphia s, Pa.

January 15, i960

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part 1, Second Bank of the
Uhited States, Independence RHP; Amended Administrative
Data Section, Furnishings and Exhibition Data Section

Attached for your review are two copies of an Adminis-
trative Data Section, Part I, for the subject building revised as
of December 11, 1959, a Furnishings and Exhibition Data Section,
and a new Table of Contents. To facilitate review comparison with
the Administrative Data Section originally submitted, it is sug-
gested that the revised section be inserted in your bound copy of
the report.

In accordance with established procedure, comments should

be submitted to the Superintendent, Independence Rational Historical
Park, no later than January 25.

(Sgd.) Roreld f. Lee

Ronald F. Lee
Regional Director

In duplicate

Attachments

Copy to: Chief, EODC, w/attachment
Supt., Independence

MHNel ligan/cp

Generalv

Daily

Area

Operations Division



INREPLY REFER TO :

UNITED STATES H30
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Independence National Historical Park REGION five ]INITIAL
AN

Old Custom House - 420 Chestnut Street

D

Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania DECIS 1959- DATE

REG. DIRECTOR

December 11, 1959

ASST. REG DIR
OPERATIONS

; -HITCTVKtIAiiun
Jé —

ADM

'rec res. PLAN

1RANKER ACT'-

Memorandum 3
To: Regional Director, Region V . . S

(fFifi y
From: Superintendent, Independence NHP

Subject: Amended Administrative Data Sections for Historic Structures
Reports, Parts I, on Second Bank of the United States.
Mcllvaine House, and Kid Houses

In line with our memorandum of October 13, 1959> subject:
"Development - Park Building,' we submit herewith amended Administrative
Data Sections for the Historic Structures Reports indicated above. With
respect to the Second Bank of the U. S., we are also submitting
Furnishings and Exhibition Data Section together with new Table of
Contents. Please have one set of these inserted in place of the
present sheets in your copies of the reports and forward the remainder
to WASO and EODC for similar handling and review.

In your comments on my memorandum dated October 23, you have
indicated concurrence in these proposals.

M. 0. Anderson
Superintendent

Enclosures

P L—



B30

Region Five
i]21 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Penna*

June 16, 1& 9

Superintendentt Independence National Historical Park

Tot

From™* Acting Regional Director

Subject* Historic Structures Report,
Doited States - Occupancy of

Wc confirm that it ic now in order for you to notify

the Library Company that Plan No« 515-41 ic acceptable with the

Modification and exceptions as outlined in your memorandum of

April 2k on the above subject*

(S&d.) George L jiNm

George A« Palmer
Acting Regional Director

In duplicate

Copy tot Chief, EDDG

General-"
Daily
Area
Programs

Neubauer i
HMMSEsi iemh
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30
UNITED STATES o oS VAR
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR REGION FIVE  Inmad
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE :I__AND
e National Historical Park APR27 199 loare
Old Custom House f poc. DiRECTQgRIY W
420 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa. -eprT .
April 24, 1959 A

RE.." RES. PUN
RAN ER ACE'S

-~ »
1> >
Direétgr- REGIAN Th A

From: Superintendent, Independence NHP

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part 1, Second Bank of
the United States - Occupancy by Library Company of
Philadelphia.

We note copy received of memorandum of April 13 to you
by Chief of Design and Construction Vint recommending for approval
subject Report. We also note his concurrence with the exceptions
contained in Chapter | Section 2 jdf the Report concerning the
proposed modifications drawifi@-NHP-IND-31U2 TNo. 515-Al), for the
structural alterations necesssiy to adgpt the building for use as
a library and archives involving the Library Company of Philadelphia.

By memorandum dated November 19, 1958, we submitted to
you Plan No. 515-Al provided us by the Library Company of Phila-
delphia setting forth the alterations proposed by them to accommodate
their library collection in this building. The plan was submitted
at that time for review of all concerned, in order that we might,in
due course, properly advise the Library Company as to its accept-
ability. Final review and associated decision was withheld pending
the completion of subject Historic Structures Report, Part 1. Now
that this report has cleared, with the exceptions noted above, we
would like to confirm whether or not it is proper for us to notify
the Library Company that Plan No. 515-Al is acceptable with the
exceptions relating to the change in the front corridor elevator
entrance, and the modification of their plan so as to relocate
the two door openings to their proposed stacks on the Library Street
side of the building - that is, no new doorway entrance would be
constructed through the east and west walls of the corridor separat-
ing the main banking room at the Library Street end of the building.
Rather, we would require that the Library Company provide for
necessary door openings in the library stack area which they would
construct in the south portion of the building.

In duplicate Superintendent

copy to: Chief, EODC



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30-DCA
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

April 13, 1959

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Chief of Design and Construction

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part 1,
the United States, Independence

The Historic Structures Report, Part 1, Second Bank of the
United States, Independence National Historical Park, has been reviewed
by the interested Divisions in the Washington Office and is recommended
for approval.

We concur with the exceptions which are noted in Chapter 1,
Section 2, Page 1, concerning the proposed modifications, Drawing
NHP-IND-3102, for the structural alterations necessary to adopt it
for use as a library and archives. We believe these exceptions axe
necessary to preserve the integrity of the remaining sections of the
original fabric of this structure.

Thos. C. Vint, Chief of
Design and Construction

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2
Supt., Independence



Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

April 7, 1959

Memorandum
Tot Superintendent, Independence National Historical Park
From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report - Part 1 < Second Bank of
the United States

We have reviewed the subject report and concur with
your recommendations concerning the collaborative use of the
building by the National Park Service and the Library Company
of Philadelphia, and with the latter institution®s plans for
adapting it to library use, with the exceptions noted in the
Administrative Data Section as to the two new doorways proposed
by the Library Company.

We notice that no suggestion is made in the report as
to how the story of the Library Company and any museum objects it
owns are to be interpreted and exhibited to visitors. We agree
that the National Park Service should control all exhibits pre-
sented in the Banking Room. However, we believe and have always
assumed that it was because the Library Company is such an intimate
and important part of the park story that it was appropriate to
house i1t iIn the park; hence, its story and the pertinent parts of
its collections should be brought to the attention of visitors.

Therefore, we suggest that you consider telling the
Library Company"s part in the park story by means of appropriata
exhibits in the Banking Room undar a cooperativa agreement which
stipulates National Park Servlca control ovar the planning, in-
stallation and revision of such exhibits. Or, you may wish to
explore with the Library Company and Carpenters® Company the
possibility of eventually telling the story of the Library Company
on the second floor of Carpenters® Hall, where the Library Company
and its collections were housed in 1776. This would enable tra
telling of this part of the park story in an historically appro-
priate situation, rather than in the historically disassociated
Second Bank, and would limit the Library Company®"s use of the Second
Bank to strictly utilitarian library use.

n MHNelligan/cp
General”
Daniel J. Tobin Daily
In duplicate Regional Director Area
Copy to: Director Operations Division

Chief, SODC
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H3U

Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia b, Pa.

March 24, 1959

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part 1 - Second Bank of
the United States, Independence NHP

In accordance with FO-11-56, attached for your con-
sideration is the Historic Structures Report, Part 1 (Adminis-
trative and Historical Sections), for the Second Bank of the
United States, prepared by the Independence staff. The Archi-
tectural Section is in preparation and will be distributed for
review and conment later.

Please review and submit consents by April 3.

George A. Palmer
Acting Regional Director

In duplicate

Copy to: Chief, EODC, w/copy report
Supt., Independence

cp /
General ™"

Daily

Area

Operations Division

/  kJ*



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Independence National Historical Park
Old Custom House m420 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania

March L, 1959

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Independence NHP

H30

REG'CN FIVE inmac
i AND

MAR 5_1959 DATE

REG. DIRECTOR
ASST. REG DIR
OPERATIONS
jijaewnr.tatett  C<
ADM

REC RES. PLAN
RANGER ACT'S

Subject: Historic Structures Report for the Second Bank of

the United States - Parti

In accordance with the instructions in your memorandum

(H30) dated December 17, 1958# we are transmitting in quadruplicate,

for review and distribution, the Historic Structure Report for

the Second Bank of the United States (old Philadelphia Custom

House) .

Superintendent

Enclosures (L)

In duplicate



H30

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

March k, 1959

Mémorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Independence RHP

Subject: Historic Structures Report for the Second Bank of
the United States - Part |

In accordance with the iInstructions in your memorandum
(H30) dated December 17, 1958, we are transmitting in quadruplicate,
for review and distribution, the Historic Structure Report for
the Second Bank of the United States (old Philadelphia Custom

House) .

M. O* Anderson
Superintendent

Enclosures (U)

In duplicate



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Independence S «fienai Rt*Uifititi i'c ~
Old I k'lovi li(*m'f **-'1 CiicvMgit Sftrrt
Philadelphia b, ilt »»yiiiiiimi

December 23» 195®

Meraommaa
To: Regional Director, V
Kvom; Acting Superintendent, Independence NHP

Subject: Historic Building Report for the Old Fhiladelpnla
Custom House (2nd Bank of U. S.)

T&ib will advise that we will undertake the préparat.loi.
of the Historical Data Section of an Historic Building Report,
Ifcrt 1, on subject building, as requesting in Acting Regional
Director Palmer®s memorar dun of December 17 and Associate Director
E. T* Scoyen®s earlier memrrawKiu», and we anticipate It completio*
on or about March 1.

By memorandum this date, we are requesting BODC to
assist us iIn the preparation of the Architectural Data Section
of this report.

Dennis 6. KurJack.

Acting Superintendent

Copy to: Chief, BQDC
Director
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I. INTRODUCTION

The Second Bank of the United States a Greek Revival
structure designed by William Strickland, Architect and Engineer,
was erected in 1819-1824. Strickland's design was the winner of
a competition held for the design of this structure. The structure
both interior and exterior, surrounding terraces and the stair
approach to the Bank on Chestnut Street have been altered from the
original design in the many alteration projects made from 1836
through 1941,

A restoration from the physical evidenca, old photographs
and additional historical research will require vary careful study.

The Second Bank was designated as a National Historic Site
in 1939. A rehabilitation and partial restoration effort was under-
taken by the Works Progress Administration in 1940-41. However, this
project did not attempt restoration south of the main Banking Roomn.
The study of ®his area cannot proceed until the building is vacated
by the Independence National Historical Park offices. In this area
major alterations have taken place and an extensive architectural
investigation will be required.

The many alterations, rehabilitations and partial restorations
that took place in this structure are very well described in the
Historic Data Section of the Historie Structures Report, Part II,

dated June 1962, Chapter II, Section 1, pages 9 to 16.

Joseph Petrak
Architect
June 1964



II. EXISTING CONDITIONS

A. Exterior

The exterior face of this structure was erected of Pennsylvania
marble, quarried in Montgomery County. The first floor is elevated
above the sidewalk and the building is terraced on the north, east and
south sides. The original west terrace was removed when the passage
was widened in 1881l. The present flight of marble steps extending
along the front (Chestnut Street) which leads up to the north terrace
are not original but were installed sometime after 1840. Originally
the north terrace was flanked by steps on either side to the east
and west passage. The approach to these steps was by a pair of iron
gates and railing that flanked the terrace. On the west passage,
this iron work was removed when the passage was widened in 188l. The
iron gates and railing in the east passage was removed sometime after
1910.

The original marble cheek walls on each side of the north
portico steps were removed in about 1840.

The main entrance doors (pair) on the north facade appear to
be original. The two present windows that flank the entrance door
and the three windows on the second floor are not original. They
were installed sometime after 1850. The two windows on the first
floor, originally were sham doors and the three windows on the second

floor were sham windows.



2.

Four additional windows installed on the second floor of the
east facade and four windows on the west facade were probably intro-
duced during the alteration work of 1864-65.

The entrance doors (pair) on the south facade appear to be
original, The two windows that flank the entrance also appear to be
original. The other three windows are not. On the right side adjacent
to the original window one original sham door renains. Only the
architrave for a sham door remains on the left side adjacent to the
original window. Only one original sham window remains on the second
floor of the south facade and is directly above the first floor sham
door. The sham window at the extreme left was replaced with a window
at a date now unknown. Additional research will be required to
determine whether the remaining three windows are original.

A large portion of the existing iron work along the south
terrace wall is original, including the center gates that open to a
flight of steps up to the portico. Only one section remains of a
pair of gates that open to the east passage. A pair of gates that
opened to the west passage may have been removed when the passage was
widened in 1881.

The present roof is covered with a standing seam tin roof;
None of the present skylights or the covered stair to the roof are
original. Documentary evidence indicates that the original roof

covering was a standing seam copper roof. Physical and photographic



3.
evidence of three skylights and a roof hatch has been uncovered. The
present marble chimneys are original.

B. Interior
Extensive physical and historic research will be required to
restore the Stockholder's Room, the two Committee Rooms and the two
marble stairs adjacent to the Committee Rooms. The interior walls of
these rooms no longer exist. Other rooms will require careful study
to determine what is original and what has been altered or restored

in past projects.



ITI. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Exterior

1. Roof

The present skylights, covered stairway and the tin roof
should be removed and the roof restored to its historic appearance with
a standing seam copper roof sheathing, skylights and roof hatch.

The marble chimneys should be re-pcinted and the chimney
hoods and supports should be re-set. Replacement ;f some marble hoods

and hood supports will also be required.

2. Marble and Stonework

The present non-historic marble steps that lead up to
the north terrace on Chestnut Street should be removed and a marble
retaining wall should be restored over the existing original stone
foundation that once supported this wall. Marble steps should be
restored in the east and west passage in their original locations
flanking the north terrace. The paving of the entire north terrace
with marble paving slabs is also recommended. Restoration of the
marble cheeks over their existing original stone foundation on the east
and west side of the steps that lead up to the portico should be done.
The entire structural system for stairs and terrace requires reinforcing.
The windows on the north facade are non-historic and should
be replaced with sham doors on the first floor and with sham windows on

the second floor.



5.

The four non~historic second floor windows on the east and
four on the west facade should be removed and the openings faced with
marble blocks matching the adjacent marble work.

Several second floor windows on the south facade are
non-historic. Physical research will be required to determine which
windows should be omitted and which should become sham windows. Three
non-historic windows should be removed on the first floor, one opening
becoming a sham door matching the one existing original and the other
openings faced with marble blocks matching the adjacent marble work.

The terrace retaining wall in the west passage should be
restored over its existing original stone foundation.

The original marble stair treads at the north and south
stairways to the porticos have shifted and somewhat displaced over a
period of years. It is recommended to reset all stair treads.

3. Iron Work
Railing and gates that flanked the north terrace (Chestnut
Street) that were once the entrance to the terrace and the east and
west passages should be restored. The original railings and gates
along the south terrace (Library Street) are in need of repair.
Additional railing and gates will be required to extend in front of

the west passage.



‘ 6.

B. Interior (First Floor)

The partial restoration that took place in 1940-41 by the
W.P.A. should be scrutinized very carefully. The Stockholder's Room,
Committee Rooms and the two marble stairways be restored to their
historic appearance.

It is recommended that the interior restoration be de-
ferred until personnel is vacated from the premises.

Restoration of the exterior may be done at this time

without any interference.
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Chanter 11

Section 2

Page 2

To remedy this financial dilemma the Second Bank of the
United tatea was chartered in 1816 for a perica of 20 years. The
initial task of the new bank was to restore the currency and re-
habilitate the government finances. The ban did not at first enjoy
an unblemished reputation. Its first -resident, William Jones, had
misraajwed the institution. However, Langdon Chevea, its second
president, restored its solvency and weathered tests of the bank* s
constitutionality. The Supreme Court of the Hnited tetes u:held
the bank (McCulloch v. aryland) against the individual states which
sought to tax the branch banks out of existence. Chief Justice John
Marshall*s opinion stands "as a crucial and lasting affirmation of
federal powers under the Constitution.”
The most successful period of the bank was from 1823 to
1832, from the ascendency of Nicholas Biddle as its president to
the attack by President Andrew Jackson upon the banking house.
The presidential election of 1832 was a victory for Jackson and a
defeat for the bank. The bank had been managed well since 1819 and
had provided a uniform and satisfactory monetary system for the
business world. It was profitable to the government and the stock-
holders, but was most unnooular in the debtor est. Jackson shared
/ /v

this we?tern prejudice and feared the bank "as a dangerous monopoly

prejudicial to the interests of the common man.'




























































Chapter 11

Figure 1
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lIliam Stricklandls plan of the first floor of the Second Bank of
e United States. From The Port Folio X111, (July - Dec., 1821).



The Second Bank of the United States. Front elevation.
Photostat Negative from the Analectic Magazine.

Engraved by Kneass Young & Co.

Philadelphia 1819. Vol. 13, p. 203.
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Second Bank of tte- United states from original engraving
drawmn by C. Barton, 1"31. “ngraving owned by Indeocndenee
National Hiatorical *ark«



Custom House, July 1B50, by V. --- Tjangenheim -
Talbotype. Missouri Historical Society.



Chapter 11
Figure 6

Castor! House between 1850-1863» hiledeiohia Scrap-
books, Library Company of Philadelphia,



Chapter 11
Figure 7

The LeBrun and Runge plan for proposed alterations in 1857. The black
walls were to be retained and the light walls were to be removed.
This plan was not adopted.



Chapter 11
Figure 8

Old Custom House from Library street, Photo™r ph
between 1863-1881. Philadelphia Scrapbooks,
Library Company of Philadelohia.



Chapter 11
Figure 9

Second Bank of the United States on right. Note
CUSTOM HOUSE letters. 1910.



Chapter 11
Figure 10

Flew freni Northeast, arch 1950«






Chapter 11
Figur« 11

View from Southwest, March 195")«






Second i<ank of the United States* Looking eastward.
July 17, 1957.



The Chestnut Street front hall and stairs leading to
the second floor. Doors open into Main Banking Room.
Stairs have been removed and oval hall restored.
191]0-19Ul.



Chapter 11
Figure 11*

Chestnut St. entrance showing stairs to second floor and base-
ment being removed.

Photograph taken during 191*0-191*1 restoration.



Chapter 11
Figure 15

Photograph taken during 1917M0-19"1 restoration



Chapter 11
Figure 16

The Banking Room during restoration in 19i*D-19Ul.



The Banking Room in 19Ul after restoration
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Figure 23
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Figure 2h
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