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N REPLY REFER TO :

UNITED STATES H30

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
-—-Independence National Historical Park

. [mﬂaL_ Old Custom House
OPERATIONS Snd 420 Chestnut Street
Act  Date Philadelphia 6, Pa.
Lands
April 8, 1959
------- Jp2 /tu
v P i, .
- t Director, Region Five
Fronf; Iperm tc

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Stable, Area 'B",
Independence National Historical Park

In reference to subject report which we previously
submitted, and which you transmitted to the Director with your
memorandum of March 18, we note that the Director, iIn his memo-
randum of March 27, has determined that the stable is not to be
retained as part of the Park development program.

We would like to suggest that this decision be appealed
before steps are taken to demolish the building, and before final
plans for the landscape development of this area are finally
approved. We recognize, as reflected in the Historical Data
Section of the Historic Structures Report, that the historical
associations related to this building are not of the first order.
We wish to call attention to the fact, however, that this build-
ing dates from the focal period of the Park story, and as the
only old stable structure of this period within the Park justifies
possible retention. While this fact in itself may not fully
Justify retention of the building, we believe, iIn combination
with other considerations, compelling reasons exist for keeping
it. These include (1) its location, (2) its usefulness, and Q)
its potential as an interesting feature of the landscape setting
in Area '"B". Located as it is alongside the wall of the
Gontributionship garden it may obstruct to some degree the vista
from Walnut Street southward. We do not feel this to be a
disadvantage, however, and in combination with the tree and
other plantings which will go into this area, we believe that the
presence of the small stable, properly treated as to exterior,
can be an interesting element contributing to the view southward
toward Locust Street and the period houses which will be kept
there. It should be noted also that adjacent to and in front of
the stable is the historic cobblestone courtway which 1is



intimately associated with the stable and without which the
retention of this small historic cobblestone feature would
have much less meaning. The combination of the cobblestone
courtway and the adjoining small stable represents an
interesting feature which can be kept and maintained at a
minimum cost.

Concealed within the building, a very practical and
convenient provision can be made for the control equipment
associated with operation and maintenance activities in Area
"B, such as the underground sprinkler system and minimum
concealed storage for tools and facilities associated with
the care and maintenance of this area.

Public interest in the retention of this building
has not yet become a factor because no significant public
awareness of its status or disposition exists at this point.
It can be presumed, however, that when known there will develop
a keen interest in its retention. Our judgment in this is
influenced by the public protest which developed with regard to
Marshall®s Court houses which received extensive serious study
before being demolished. The chief protests came from the
Philadelphia City Planning Commission, and the Philadelphia
Historical Commission. These houses were in a much less
desirable location, dated from a later period in the early
19th century, and were determined to have no significant use
in terms of the operation, maintenance, and future interpreta-
tion of the Park.

This old stable is the only structure of its kind
which remains within the approved Park boundaries. Were it
not for the fact that it is located in a very strategic and
acceptable spot where it can be retained, with the advantages
noted above, it could be appropriately eliminated as having
no significant historic association. Since, however, it is
advantageously located from a landscaping, interpretation, and
utility standpoint, and it can be retained with a minimum
relative cost, we urge that the question of its retention
and use, as indicated, be considered.

In duplicate
Superintendent



IN REPLY REFERTO:

H30-DCA
UNITED STATES

EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Washington 25, D. C.

March 27, 1959

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Chief of Design and Construction

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part 1 - Stable (Area B),
Independence National Historical Park

The Historic Structures Report, Part I, for the Stable
(Area B), Independence National Historical Park, transmitted with
your memorandum of March 18 has been reviewed by the interested
Divisions in the Washington Office.

The Director has stated that he does not favor preserving
the stable unless there are definite historical reasons for retaining
the building.

In light of the evaluation of historical, importance given
the stable in the report, we do not believe that the structure
possesses sufficient historical importance to justify its retention
in the Park.

The stable should be scheduled for early demolition in
order to avoid delay in completing the landscape work in Area B.

C. Vint, Chief of
Design and Construction

Copy to: Chief, EODC (@)
Supt., Independence
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Ragion Flva
421 Walnut Straat
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

March 18, 1959

Memorandum
To: Director
Prom: Regional Director

Subject: Hiatoric Structures Report, Part | - Stable (Area B),
Independence Rational Historical Park—-—--—-—-

In accordance with the procedure outlined in FO-11-56,
attached for your consideration is the Historic Structures Report,
Part 1, for the Stable (Area B), Independence NHP. By copy of
this memorandum, we are forwarding a copy of the report to EODC
for review and coenent.

The report should be reviewed and comments sent to the

Superintendent by no later than March 30.

(Sgd.) Daniel J. Tohin

Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director

In duplicate

Attachments 2

Copy to: Chief, EODC, w/eopy of report

Supt., Independence, w/copy of report (all sections ex-
cept Architectural Section)

CP

General m

Daily

Area

Regional Chief of Operations
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Historie Structures Report, Part 1

INDEPENDENCE - STABLE (AREA B)
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Note complete absence of documentation in historical

" section. I strongly favor retaining the stable as a
rt of the historical "cityscape" - also, De Silva's
urt (note architect's section). Architect dis-

agrees with historian on original use of building

and seems to cite different evidence. Also differ-

ent findings from same evidence - (1824 insurance

survey).






H30
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR _
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGION FIVE J_irz[%al

Independence National Historical Paiik MAKI 7 b9 ¢
——————————— 140 Chestnut Street

REG DIRECTOR

Philadelphia 6, Pa« ASST. REG DIR _
OPERAT IONS
March 13, 1959 IN FtRPKCTATIUF!

ADM.
REC RES. PLAN

Memorandum RANGER ACT S

To: Regional Director, Region Five

From: Superintendent, [INHP

Subjects Preparation of Architectural Data Section,
Part 1, Stable, Area B

As requested in your memorandum of March A,
we are forwarding four copies of the Architectural Data
Section, Part 1, Stable, Area B, together with four

copies each of two drawings titled, "Existing Conditions,”

Superintendent
Atts

ccs Director
Chief, EODC



IN REPLY REFER TO :

H30
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGION HVE  mwimiac
Eastern Office A0
Division of Design and Construction MARI 31959 DAE
Philadelphia 6, Pa. REG. DIRECTOR
ASST. REG DIR
March 12, 1959 OPERATIONS
—WEKHHLNSTION
ADM
REC RES. PLAN
RANGER ACT'S
I
!
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Supervising Landscape Architect, EODC

Subject: Landscape Data - Historic Structures Report - Part 1,
for the Stable, Area B, Independence National
Historical Pari
The attached subject report in quintuple is submitted

for your review and inclusion in the Historic Structures Report

for the Stable or Carriage House.

, TV A / /
Harvey n. Cornell ¢

Supervising Landscape Architect

Attachment (in quintuple)

Copy to: Supt., Independence NHP



H30

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Memorandum
To: Chief, foOC
From: Superintendent, Independence NHF

Subject: Architectural Section of Historic structure ««port on
the Stable (Carriage House), Area 'B"

The administrative and historical sections of the above
report have been completed and forwarded to the Megion Five office
for review. It is requested that you undertake preparation of
the architectural section as provided in the new instructions for

the Historic Structures report.

M. O. Anderson
Superintendent

cc: leg. Dir., teg. Five



|_I|NS(F;EPLY REFER TO :
UNITED STATES S

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Independence National Historical Park
Old Customs House DEC 1 2 1958
420 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

REGION FIVE  i7iaL

AND
OATH

REG. DIRECTOR
ASST. REG O01R
OPERATIONS
10 INTERPRETATION
ADM
- REC RES. PLAN
RANGER ACT'S

December 10, 1958

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region V
From: Superintendent, Independence NHP

Subject: Historic Structure Report on the Stable (Carriage House),
Area “E."

Enclosed in quintuplicate for your review are the admin-
istrative and historical data sections of the Historic Structure

Report on the Stable (Carriage House) in Area "B of the Park.

"Anderstif"
Superintendent






















































Chapter 11
IHlustration No, 1

View of the north aide of the »table or Carriage

Mouse located on the south aide of he Silva's
Court, 1958,

National hark Service photo.



Chapter 11
IHlustration Mo, 2

View of the ~court" looking west, 1958,
National Park service photo.



Chaollier 11
Illustration No. 3

View of the west aide of the ¢»table or Carriage
house, 1%8 (
National 1ark Service photo*



Chapter |1
Illustration No, 4

View of the western end of the *court* connecting
with alley leading into Halnut Street, 1958,
National iark Service photo.
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