


The two Supplements referenced above and submitted by separate 

(H3Q) memoranda March 23 have been reviewed. You may indicate 

on both reports that they have been approved by me as of this date.

Assistant Director

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)
Superintendent, Independence



* *  TO.

H30-DCA

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
W a s h in g t o n  25. D.C.

April 5, 1962

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Assistant Director
Subject: Historic Structures Reports, Fart II, Congress Hall 

Independence KHP, Supplements 2, Portico Door,
3 Gallery Rail

The two Supplasents referenced above and submitted by separate 
(H30) memoranda March 23 have been reviewed. You may indicate 
on both reports that they have been approved by me as of this date.

itton 
Assistant Director

Copy to: Chief, 10DC (2)
Superintendent, Independence

P



Region Five * * . ;i' * - / à
143 South Third Street j / ivpu0*'
Philadelphia 6, Pa. /¡/■KÂ

March 23, 1962 j / y )

Memorandum

To: Dlractor
From: Regional Director
Subject: Historic Structure« Report, Part II, Congre«« Hall, 

Architectural Data Section, Supplement 2, Portico 
Door, Independence NHP

Enclosed for your review and recommended for your approval i« one 
copy of the subject report. It has been recommended by Superin­
tendent M. 0. Anderson, Independence, and Chief, EODC, R. G. Hall.
As you are aware, this important feature of Congress Hall has 
required careful study and consideration, and we all are quite 
pleased with the results of that study and its proposed restora­
tion as set forth by Architect Penelope Hartshorne, EODC, in this 
report.
In order that the rehabilitation of Congress Hall be accomplished 
as expeditiously as possible, we suggest the earliest possible 
review of this report end approval of the working drawings which 
will be submitted shortly.

(S«d.) Ronald F, lee 

Regional Director

In duplicate MHNelligan/cp
Enclosure General

Daily
Copy to: Chief, EODC Area

Supt., Independence Programs
Mr. Barnes



Historié Structures Rpt., Part II - Congress Hall 
Architectural Data Section, Supplément 2, Portico Door
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30 H

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Independence National Historical Park 
420 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

March 5, 1962

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five

REGION FIVE 

M A R  6 1 9 6 2

IN IT IA L

A N D

D A T E

R E G  O I R E -C iD R

A S G T . R E G . D I R .

r ip Z E T I O N S

“ 2 J J L

A D M .

R E C . R E S . P L A N

R A N G E R  A C G T 'S .

f )

fi -— — y—

E S Î

•3

From: Superintendent, Independence NHP

Subject: Portico Doorway, Congress Hall, Independence 

We have reviewed the illustrated report on the subject doorway 

prepared by Architect Hartshorne and reconmend it as the basis 

for preparing working drawings. We are happy indeed that 

investigation of the fabric of the building in the area of 

the doorway revealed essential information just in time to 

provide an alternative to the original proposal for the doorway.

In duplicate

M. 0. Anderson 
Superintendent

/

Copy to: Chief, EODC



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Eastern Office

Division of Design and Construction 
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

February 23, 1962

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five

From: Chiefs EODC

Subject

REGION FIVE

FEB 2 6 1962

INITMt
AND

D A T E

____ REG. DIRECTOR

ASjJ. REG DIR.

l>PER A TIO NS , /V rw»re»fKgTMti-jw ]/} ¿ / v
_ ADM. -®r----
, REC RES. PLAN

RANGER ACT ‘S
-------- — ----------—\s O. a. J OJUO/V/ b ------—»   ------ 3

?istgric Struc. Rpt., Pt. IL,_,Supp, 2— Archiir&eefeural Dalra SectToii.orfico Doorway, Congress Hall, independence

Following receipt of your memorandum of December 15 directing the 
reopening of the subject doorway, we hastily completed a sheet of 
working drawings in accordance with the information then in hand. 
Copies of this drawing (dated January 5, 1962) are attached.

We subsequently opened up the masonry at that location and unex­
pectedly— but fortunately— found enough evidence for many working 
details.

We now recommend that this doorway should be done along the lines 
in the attached illustrated report by Architect Hartshome. Work­
ing drawings for this scheme are now being prepared.

Robert G. Hall 
Chief

Attachments (in duplicate)

Copy to: Assistant Director, Design and Construction (2) 
Superintendent, Independence, w/attachments



HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT

PART II 

OH

C0NGR33S HALL

Chapiter H I  

Supplement Ho. 2 

The Portico Dooar
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HbĈ Ìm ì

*Mséi
JrHI

t
¿I' i ■■ uJL

-4B

■ Jk HJ|



-Çÿ ■ ? ’f̂'ifi;.'-:''::̂;̂?i:v ''■s;r*: '-'.'',;'.'’Â't'':;tv':'; - ;■ *.;: '.:. : ! 3c,.^ca ..'■
'. cto.caX : '■•■ v̂ ljit.< M i [ f c Illilt :

f c l É É M É É i ; | l M  JjjMillMl •;

•'.>s-:"T.lou ;i_ ÿv cX-cao .x?ctcn i.'il« ;>* ’'-'î '=“ as caMcelic;-;? i-Xa 
XtK-i.ai.ca3 o.V xy- tenta iv* cxcr. Xe ¿Jbvc ik-^t nino; abc aoGi - 
vc;; 'C-td-i î-â '«£ caiacci -a-, tsxT.îiilÀy oî«g ce. ceo t'-tx-ce, end ic&a.:;

viM liM lP.. ; -1|ÌÌÌ|lÉÉfc : f||jfp .:.f||j|lt3 *WI(I0:

' 3 X c c i ;  o '; c? :. c t ' C r O j t i i  ...t.:.

: .; '■ C C ' i t C  C-3 : ' e e ; t  C'C.e,X. .3aC.3C3 . : ; ■ 3 C 3.;A 3 '- 3. ; 3aC i t i .  \C  tC O X

Ct&- Ô O C l e i O ï ;  t-€  C C v C C i  C b ç  '.tCO.m ¿ .íf  Ì0A C  OS ttiC -.-C Î q t X S t « n ? U

; - . .;e " '; :ò ; ¿ce
ïéêêêÈè1 'ÉÊÎ îM èê;
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ILLUSTRATION NO 2
Wrought-iron anchor found in the north 

Jamb of the Portico door.

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, January 1962
lag. Ho. eodc 2525





When Congress Hall vas first built this 
particular opening vas a window. In 1793 when the 
portico vas added the window vas removed, the jambs 
cut back, and the Portico door frame installed in

ILLUSTRATION MO. 3

the wider opening.
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ILLUSTRATION HO. k

The 1793 Portico door, on the House of 

Representatives side, we “believe, was trimed with 

the same plane woodwork as the rest of the room.



C O N G R E S S  H A L L  PoeTico pooe-

J AM . 19 / 1967. 
P. MAR.nrtoa/J£

I N T E R I O R .  ELEV.
(•House, ò[- R.epY'&seiaWkoes ElevaAroii)



ILUiSTRAfflOS HO. 5

This is the recommended exterior restoration 

of the Portico door.

Because the Portico door in 1793 opened 

between interior spaces, the closed off window opening 

above it (indicated by the dotted line) was completely 

hidden by the plastered interior walls of the Portico 

and House of Representatives.

In our restoration we propose hiding this 

window outline on the Portico side by patching the 

opening with bricks which both natch and are bonded 

into the original brickwork near the opening.

Also because the door in 1793 was an interior 

door its trim will be, as it undoubtedly was, made of

wood
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 6
To aid the interpretation of the Portico 

door, it is suggested that the Portico walls he 
designated in another material flush with the 
existing brick ground cover.
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