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RICHMOND. VIRGINIA

September 29, 1948.

MEMORANDUM for the Superintendent,
Morristown National Historical Park.

There is attached a copy of Regional Historian Appleman's
report on the Perot-Morris House, dated August 6, 1948. I
believe that a copy of this report was not initially distri-
buted to you.

In view of the fact that you are likely to have direct
connections with this project if and when the area has been
accepted and established by the Service, it is believed you
will find a copy of the report useful for your files. Mr.
Appleman informed us of your desire to have a copy of this
report.

2 Sl

William S. Bahlman,
Enclosure 535 Acting Regional Director.
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“ " Jote: The Morris House is situsted about 64 miles from Penn Square,

S =

CORTENTS .

%" Persons Interviewed S pagel
f“--‘;hur;{tion' of Morris House | 2
‘ rst Tloor of House 3
Seeond Floor 4
Taird Tloor or Attie 5
Roof, eellar, heating 5
ultr‘:: 1:: Bliaters 1
of originsl form and sateriel in house g
Condition of House 9
Yarnishings ’ 10
Preseat ears and msintensnce 11
The OGrounds 13
Insurance Covering Morris House 15
Legal Status of Property - Real Estate 3itustion 17
Baskground of Movemsat to Plage Morris House in
Governaent OCwnershlp 21
Historical Importance of Morris House 27
Builder aand Owners 2
Chaln of Title 2
Washington in Germantown - Morris House, 1793 29
Washington in lorris Houss, 1794 3
Morris House in the Battle of Germantown 3
Early Coaments o= Morris House 39
0l4 Photographs of Morris House 40
Archlitegtural Notes 42
Market Square, Germantown 43
Reoommendations 44

Attaschas nts
21 present day photographs
Plaa of property, Estate of Elizabdbeth C, Morrils
Birst Floor Sketeh Plan, Morris House
2-f0ld leaflet on Germantown
Inforss tion sheet on Gersmantown
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o Roport on tie ‘ £
Oermantom, Pennsylvania.

Purswant to0 Aeting Direstor Telsen's memorandux ef July 8, and
fGsgional Directer illen's request, I visited the Perot-dorris Houss in
Germaniown, Pennsylwanis, for the marposs ef preparing tids report.
ussun Curstor Rudsm ascompanied ms for the purpese ¢f evaluating the
furnishings in the louse. On July 28 ir. Hudson submitted a report
oovering the furnisiings.

During my stey in Philadelobie (frem the afterncon of July 19 through
neon, July 22) I disoussed various problems relsting to the Morris House
with the following individuals who had particulsr interest in its pre-
servation or in earrying out the settlement of the Morris estate:

Renry Resick, (law firm eof Ssul, Ewing, Remick & Saul)
130h & Chastont Sia. (telephone - Rittenhouse 6-777)
Elliston P, Merris,

3403 Pagiand RBldg.,
15th & Chestomt Sts. (telephons - Rittenhouse 6-618,)

Solis-Cehen, Jr.,
ml Estate Appuhah

123 South Broed St., (umm Pemmypacker 5-1515)

il leighton P, Stredlsy, ,
LN Sehool House lLane & Oak Road, :
Germartown, Ps. (telephone -~ Yietor L-&&
(President, Qermntown Risterisal 3ocistly;
senior mpuber important law firm of
Renan, Stevens & Yeumg, 1222 Real Zetate B
Bldg., Bread & Chestant #ts.) — telsphone Pcmmahr 5-7380

'*J‘.! -z



L. W, Yan Mstar,
Vieo-president Providest Trust Company,
1ITth & Chestamt Sts. - (telephone - ntunhnb m
Oeorge Clarence Johnson,
Vice-president, Germntown Ristorieal suMy,
158 ¥est "em St., Gersantown
(s prominent private arshitect) - (telephone - Jeramantown 8-2493)
Jehn T, Campbell, |

Surveyor, Rinth Survey Distrist,
303 Town Hall, Germantown

BRI STTE

The Nerris Emo.,{mm at 5442 Germantown &nmu_,} is on a lot
99' 1/A" strest front and AO7' 7-7/8" deep. The last 130 fest of this let
at the back bas been cut off and seld, a ad ocan mo longer be considered as
part of the houss greunds.’ For purpeses ef this report, therefors, the
grmnds my bs eorsidered as 99' 1/A" strest frent and 277' 7-7/8% deep.
Nere will be said en this peint hhr.\?

The frent part of the house is tie original residence duilt by David
Deshler im 1772 - 1773. The Jouss is 2-1/2 stories of Germantown stene,
sovered with plaster. It has & fine old Colonial deorway, over which still
remins the old east-iren esblem of the Philadelphia Contributionship In-

. swrence Coapany. (m- 1 the hand-in-hani fire mark of A elasped bands
"5 n the usbrealable grasp ef "My lady Goes to Londen® of ehildhoed days.
. The Miladelphia Coutributionship, srgenised in 1752, was the Flswt fire

{nsurence campany in Ameries. Mdnmm“cﬁfmtm:m
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# There tave been o or thres later sdditicns to the origleal heuse.
$he Douse, as 1t Dow stands, hes 17 roems, & baths, 1 Wlmw

# full basenent mmmrmm wigiaal&ulthwlnﬂods
vi‘ sanstruetion. The house is in an mnnont atate of preservation.

Dt [leer of Houpe:
The eriginmal house n the first floor has a hallway 5' 5-1/2" wide,

extending from the dosrway to a rear enclossd porsh. 70 the merth of the
hallmy is & library 20' 10" x 11' 8-1/2", tack of which is a stair hall-
way and stairs lesding to the seoond floor. To the south of the hallmy
are two rooms; a parler 21' x 13' 3", and 2 hack parler (eriginally used
as & dining room) measuring 13' 3" x 10' 10". Both reoms ¢n the south

" side of the hallway have fine old Duteh delft tile facings around the

fireplaces.

In the rear of the bBagsk parlor, reached hy a doorwmy fros the central
hallway, is an snclosed poreh — open in the sumaer and enclosed in the
winter by glass and used as a conservatory. 4 leng wing extends back
from the original touse on the north side for a length of appraximately
60 fest. This includes a dining reom 21' x 12' 9, & kitchen 17t 9" x
13* 5", and a shed-like room 18* 4" x 13* 5. On the north side of this

. lududmumchndrjm-. pantries, axd an elevator shaft.
ﬁ. elsvator shaft extends from the firet floor to the atm, is operated

-iuuy mumrermmmmmmmm.w
and linen, ruautmormalautoryhumtomnﬂldttm



F5 1ierery in a later additicn to the ariginal house, and peeshed fwce the

A Plan of the first tloor((un stmhd),dnu iyln. w

- hhnhiprudmlmr.'ﬂllmmﬂntnnrmcm-
ﬁnt. This plan has not been printed previsusly. Nr. Jehnson eonsented
%0 have prints mde for the purposes ef this repert. ," asked, howver,
that it be mde slear tiat all ssesurements are apprexisste and net pre~
eisely ascurate. Muplmmdmnunnuﬂtotmtyuomu
he mads this last spring with the Melp ef Mr. Elliston ?, Hrr!.s.

28s00d [loor:
The seemd floor of the eriginal house is reached by a wide Colomial

stalrmy and the layout is similar to that of the first floer. There is
e oontral hall with ame large room to the north and twe bedrooms to the
south. These rooms have usadle open fireplaces with old Dutch delft tile
fagings. Scme of the delft tile fireplaces are of s blue-white tile;
others are of a magents or mlberry color. There is a bathroom on the
second floor, tiled, with tub Wt no showsr. This is immediately ower the
lavatory en the first floor and 1s in a "blister” or an addition to the
original part of the hwuse. All the plumbing snd bathrooms are in ad-
@tions to the original houwse. It sheuld be pointed out, terefers, that

, lb original ouse beas not been aut off e the origimel reom arnagmnz
W by later plumbing. .

Mcttbw!mlhauohmm'iunnmmor
level from the original house. nshdn‘omhmmhmmmd



¥ as murssries or bedrooms for demsatics and two bathrcoms ami & lawtory.
;bu s & mllmy in the rear which cmtaine & mald's vﬂl“ & sink

Wb rwning wter. Linen and sterage clossts are losated hem. On the
' ‘Baak of the original rart of the house a baloeny porch everlooks the

groends.

Jalrd leer sx Atkis:
The thind floor or sttic of tiw ariginal part of the ho:ee has one

bedroom on the morth aad & $iled bathroom with tub, but mo shower. This
bath is immedistely sbove those om the first and secemd floors. On the

south side there is a sitiing reen everlooking the garden. This sitting
reos has interesting hand-carved sak pameling snd mandls arcund fireplace.

/
!hstueutbmxudngmumouapuhdmﬂmtmmn-

roen for beelu, mgasines, and dmnmcou {tems of house furnishing.

deof:

The reof over the original house and the later wing is tin. In the
attic of the wing ane aan see shingle reofing wmderlying the tin. It ecould
not be detemined whether this shingled roof extends ower the original

hom.htithh&cnhmmthtum.gmmwwhm

mmmmmmumwam/ﬂm“hur



_‘;m«mbm The eellar has a cement floor, its WAlle are ef Germun-
'pmm.mmu,mnumxmwmm:m
..ueu (mmmhmm-mmmu-mmtbm.
Mmmummmumm In the front part of the
eellar, under the originsl part of the house, there is an old hot-alr
hoating system. Back of this and wader the later wing is a hot-mater
heating systen. 6till a third heating systen carried hot water to the
sonservatary reom located on the first floor i{n the rear of the original
house. These beating systems all burm coal. There is also an automatic
hot-water gas heater for bathreom use. The btaek part of the osllar, under
the wing, is wmed for cosl storsge. There are two tpenings froa the ocellar
to the surfase grounds outeide.

"~ The esllar seems to be in excellent condition and is dry, except for
one place along the south wll iammediately in front of ths hot-water
hesting systen in the wing. Here emmsiderable water had eollected on the
floor. 1 eould not deteraine the Mlo of this ascumulation of water.
lighting mse peor at this partisular point, but so far as I could see the
wall seeasd solid. Ko doubt there is a leaksge in the wall, however,
which eould be cloeed without much trauble.

It is wy wmderstanding (based ou a statement I have seen attribuoted
tomm)msmwmuummmutuumuuw
vihﬁtmbmhnumwr. It aleo appears that the secendary hot-
ﬂ%menmumlyﬂummdmﬂhM“ﬁh‘uﬂns
ilun house. The present house, wmm,mmmmnm




| &{ :ntu/p: (1) the original fireplaces; (2) a hot-alr mmm
- erigisal house; and (3) a hot-misr system for part of $he Mber built
| wing. Bems of thess beating systems seoms %o be sdeqmis, N will be
,,mm;mtwuﬁucrumthchummMMW
iud on gmsolidation or replacemnt.

Tarts® & "Blistens":

It has been mentioned earlier that all the plusbing serving the
original secticn of the houss was installed in a “wart” or "blister"
built en to the north side of the bouss. This "mrt" extends about
8 foet over into the adjoining let. This is a peint whish requires
special mtice sines the property line eoincides emsctly with the north
wall of the eriginal leuse. This later addition, therefore, canstitutes
an saseaent on the property to ths nerth. If this part of the bullding
hcﬁrmvd, the essemant csases to exist. It should be moted that
this same e of ensement exists for the long wing in the rear of the
original house, with ties difference that the easement here exterds 2 or
3 feet farther into the adjoining property, for a distanse of sbout 10
or 12 fest. MNore will ™ sald en this point later. I have ast besn able
to dsteruine when the "blisters” wars tuilt on to the original house.
Mr. Morris %0ld me he thought they dated frem about 1909.

The house 3 fitted with gas lighting fixtures. These are the lights



mtwmcmmmmhm-n. mbulhaho
alestrifisd and has sutlets fer lamps. nn.oumhhmuu»

""" Nessboards. The house doss net have a medern elsstris m

Dacres of Authentisity in Orizinel Bullding:

The original heuse has been altered very little indeed in the 176
yoars sinoe it was built, so far as I esuld tell., It is likely that most
of the flooring (at least en the first ani seeond floors) has been relaid.
The present floors are ¢f narrow board seft-woed, pine I believe. 2 few
of the rooms might have original floors, as the boards are of s greater
width and appear to be much worn.

The doors appear o be all original, tegether with hardmre. The
ontrancs deor has mgnificant original hardware, esnstituting a double
systen of locks and latshes. There have aleo been added modern lociks,
so tiat at the present tims the deor 1s fitted with 4 different ledks and
lateh systems.

The library to the north of the allway en the first floor has had
bookaosses built en t0 the morth mll of the houss. These can be easily
removed. They date probably frrem the last Dalf eof the aineteenth centwry.
¥all paper is mow found in all the reems. I think {t wrlikely that there
was mll paper in the origimal howse. The esilings avd wlls at the

"~ prosent tise emtain scusiderable gald gllding. I fesl quite sure that
- SMs dates from the first MIf of the ninetesnth sentury, prebably from
“wbout 1830 - 1835, The tile in the froat parler to the m-ru-
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F mallmy 13 probadly mot erigimal. It is ast Duteh o114 1t the other
. .. Sireplases, but is of a design that suggests a 3panish &m pattern
| ad my bs fatrly resent. m:uirnynnluumﬁhm
. The house Ins origina) wainsgoating widoh is window-sill er ehair-rail

high. Doorways, reon dimensions, windows, and esiling height are un-

changed fram the erigimal.

Sondition sf the Heupe:

The Nerris House has been lived in csntinually, exsept possibly for
very short periods of time, frem the date it was duilt, 1772 - 1773, to
adout 1943. In timt year the then owwr, Miss Klissbeth Candy leiris,
was taken ssriovaly 11l snd was moved to & hospital where she remained,
I believe, mtil her death in Decenber of 1947. In this 5-year period
there were intervals in which a niece or a nephew lived in the howse.
During the S5-year period, howver, when the house did not have eontinual
esapansy, it wms cleansd periodically by an old faxily servant. The
grounds, likewise, wre mintsined in good smdition. In effect, there-
fore, this houss and its griunds have been in sonstant occupangy from
the time {t was built. It is apparemt that all ef the owners cherished
the plase and lept it in an extellant state of maintenance. is mentionsd
above, the original part of the homse has been wery little aitered, and

pnbaxym st all since abowt 1850 er 1860,
The houss was painted on the exterier in the fall of IMT. the old
)ﬂntmmpd off and two ccats of new paint were tmmn Ur.
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&?fiﬁw Clarense Jolnsen, an arehitect of Germantowm, .‘ oy

L g8 the Germntown Historieal Society, told me that at i“ Qh ‘the house
hshd.wpdntdb noticed that the plaster ws rmdﬂ'uthl -
ﬁn Mhnndtbormbltncxﬂmpllthrmdmto
painting.

It L» mot clear whether the eriginal houss, bullt in 1772-1773 by
David Deshler, was plastered. Most of the early houses of Shis period
ir .Gemteim were not plastered, bul were somstructed of Jermantown
stone, which is of a dark "greyish-blaesk® eoler. On the fromt the stone
was wually dressed, on the other sides not. It is sy bLelief that the
¥orris House eriginally ws of mplastered Germantown stonse. Xr. Jolmson
tald ms that "Upsula”, bullt in 1795 in Germantowmn, had atusoo or plaster
from the begimning. It is pessible, therefore, that the Norris Bouse
my ave been plastered as aarly as 17931794 when Washington resided
there. 41l of the old phetographs of the house (the earliest one that
I have seen dates froz about 1859) show plaster eovering the stome, ex-
eopt for the eollar walls below the floor level of the first stary.

e

e

Duralshinge:
"Mr. Ellisten P. Kerris inforsmed ws that his mother, ¥rs. Jams Rhods

Wesris, owns all the fumishings. Appurently Mr. Marriet ¢. Morris in

: ;‘ﬁa-m. or by soas other arrangesent, mrmdtwtla- lu-lorr.l-'
5 atiress is 131 ¥eat Falnut lane, Germantown, Fhiladelphia U» Nuneylvants,
telaphone No, Germantown 8-1345. HNer son sald that mhmm«rm
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= Mrs. Rlehards werks during the day time. This means, w-‘, that

" " the house is escupled at might, but there is mo ene thnhhm
:la'elod:h\m-minguh%«ézw o'elock in the aftermcen.

 The trustees of the Ellzabeth Cazby Morris estate will ecntinue

the ustal mintenance of the grounds and house. i, Richard Meidoo, who
has been the faslly gardensr for adout 22 jyears, comes twice a wek to
mow the gress, tris the shrubs, werk the flewsr gardens, and otherwise
talw aare of the grounds. At the present tisme e comws en Thursday
and Friday sach wmek. HNe is paid at the rute of $1.25 per owr. The
expenses for his work amwnt to abeut 340 svery two weeks, asocording to
Nr. Merris. Wr. licidoo has a regular Job as elevator eperator, which he
took fellowing the death of Marriot C, Morris this spring. Then Mr. Mecadoo
woried full tinme for the family he was paid at the rate of §250 per month.
Mr. Wbrris said that he felt swe Mr. Meideo would not wish to comtinue
as gardener fer the place, dut that he was doing this work now merely to
keep the plase in proper eondition fer the present.

Ars. Mary lieCook sones to the house two or three times a week for
eleaning work. MNrs. MeCook, like ¥r. Mpidoo, is an old family servant.
She receives $15.50 a week for har work mow. MNr. Morris is of the epinion
that Nrs. ¥eCook would like to sontinue her werk as eleaning woman for

~ the house. Nr. Nerris mid that both dr. Meidoo and Mrs. ¥eloek are very
" eliable and are people of geod reputation, and that they have both been
employed by his family fer years.

r



sity but wonld be bask about mid-ingwt. Fe ewphasized the fast that ke
m&m”kwm,Mhuuhowcﬁﬂth
Gemate or lend mny of the plecss now in the house that wesld be ap-
propriate for furnishing the house in pericd styls. Mr. Rudsen has es-
timated that sbout 10 per esnt of the presemt furnishing of the house
»ould be suitadble for the Colonial-Revolutionary - warly Republic periods.
As I recall it, asst of this period furmnitwre camsists of chairs and a
fow tables. lNr. Ewison's report on this subject, dated July 28, should
bs cnaulted for detalls.

Ireesnt Care apd Maintensnee:
Dr. Frederisk K. Richards, an intern at the Germantown hospital,

muavifomnviuhmmermumbuﬁ. ¥r. ¥orris
has an informl arrangement with them by which thay will live there tem-
porurily wntil the dispesition of the house is fimally determimed. I
believe Dr. Richards pays no rent and that ir. Norris is content to have
hin occwpy the wing in return fer the protection that tids gives the house.
Mr. Morris said that Dr. and iire. Richards eoculd be moved out at any time
it was desired. In resronse to a question from lir. lorrlis en the sudject,
I ssid that I thought it wnlikely that the Naticmal Fark Service wenld
want to have Dr. and irs. Richards moved before some time in 1949 in the
ovent the title to the house and grounds passed to the Service, since I
balieved it would bs to the advartage of the govermament te have e
Riehards remain in the house wntil a custodian eculd assume responsibility.



. +

The Morris House is situated on a let 99 1/4" Mﬂ-tby

| APT! 7-7/8" deep. 1 Mave already mmtionsd that ths resr 130 feet of

this lot has been out off by the trustses of the sstate and 1s being

seld. The sirest front ssems to be the original dimension of the Devid
Deshler lot, o far as I have been able to dstermine. Originally, how-
ever, the 1ot wms mush desper than the present AD7 feet, extending all
mnynnbtbonmmmw. Eventually Gresne Strest

was out through past the academy, and later the Sewnd Church ef Christ
Scientists of Fhiladelphia was duilt en the bdask part of the Deshler-

Horris lot feeing Greems Street.

The bouse has no grounds on the north side, it being bullt right
on the line, in fagt ever the line into the adjoining lot if ons in-~
¢ludes the later built "blisters” or “warts” which have already been
discussed., The origimal Mouse ws approximately 36-feet aquare, ascord-
ing to Johnson's sketch drawing of the first floor plan (copy attached).
Nost printed references to the house spsak of it baing "40' by A5' "
or about "A0!' feet sguare”. That leawss about 60 feet of groumds on
the south side of the house. This yard extends back fram the strest
to the distance ment {oned sbove and aonsists of lawn and an informal ar-

V" yangesent of bandsose old trees, gravellsd walkway, and flewer beds.
- there 1s a handseme anlent English box, or what I thought %o b Eaglish

Sexmod, in the baek part of the greuads. 1 believe Sris baxweed falls

in the part of the lot timt has been ouk off and is being seid. An effort

shaild be made to mow this boxwood t0 the part of the grommd that will

- 13 -

,



| renain with the dowse. I suspect that this bewwood ut.‘_u_-t_hcolonnl
‘gariod. I élssuseed tids swhject with Mr. Norris amd he duld b6 wowld be
wflliing to talk with the Seslety of Friends about it if ¥ Service desired

9 retain the baxwoed.
Therc are two out-buildings om the grownds. They are:

(1) A swml) cut-heuse wsed presmasbly {in cea-
nection with the erigimal heuse. ‘It has
its original tellet equipment. it the
present tinme it is used for storage of
garden tools.

(2) A two-story stene Building, covered with plaster,
standing in the dask part of the yard along the
north boundary wall, A ossual inspection of
this budlding indisated that it might be an
original structure dating from the Colenial
period, and possibly served as 2 barm. 7This
hiilding is within the bagk 130 feet wiich s
being sold. If the Service desires to move
and preserve this structurs as an eriginal
butlding, it will be nesessary to negotiate
regarding it in the near futwre. It is wry
likely it will bs destrqred by the mew owners
of this part of the property.

The prosent grounds extand to the north about AS feet beyond the original
Deshler property line for a distance of about 150 feet in the middle part of
the grounds, and at the present tinme is planted moetly in flower gardens.

The gromds of the Morris Fouss, in general, have a simplieity and old-fashiomed
sharn. Juiging from a fow other sisilar gerdens in the resr of eld houses

~ whish I had the eppertunity of seaing while at Germantown, the garden behind
the lorris House seeas to be typlesl of the 0ld deep gardens and yards that

~ xtended back fram the early homss of Germaatown. '
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:é‘if’u&i*?‘”‘"&f L :
I called on Mr, L. ¥. Van Meter, Vioce-president of 4he Pyevidert
Syust Company, who guve ms the following information on the insurance

being earrisd at the pressnt time on the Morris Heuse:

Iire Insurence:
At the tine the late Msrriet C. Morris died there ms only
$10,000 fire inswrumee on the property. This was oovered
by two old perpetual insurance policies held with the follow-
ing companies: The Philadelphia Contributionship for §7,500;
The Mutual issurance Compeany for $2,500,

The Providernt Trust Company placed a fire insurancs binder of
$50,000 on the house immediately after Mr. loimris' dsath; mak-
ing a total ef $60,000 fire insurance en the property.

Iirs Ingursnee - Peinlshings:
At the time of Nr. lMorris' death the contents of the house
were insured for $4,000. Pollewing his dsath the Provident
Trust Company placed a hinder of $45,000 on the furniture;
thus making & totsl of $49,000 covering the fummishings at
' the present tinme.
" fThere is a binder burglary policy carried by the Providest
Trust Company for $20,000 covering the entire contents of the

house.
- 15 -



% JAabllity Dammes

There ia asother policy binder earried by the Providest Srwst
Company covering llabllfty limited to 35,000 for the elaims of
a single persmm; md $10,000 1iait for a single accident, re-
gerdless of the number of peseple invelwd in the accident.

Merkmen's Cospensstion:
There is also a palicy carried by the Providert Trust Company
sovering workmen's compensation. This insures the ame part-
tine gardersr and the e part~tise charwaman. Jr. Van Neter
emld not give me tls exast figuwre in dallars snd oents in-
velved in this insuranse, but it is comtrolled by laws of
Femeylvania,

It will be seen, therefore, that a musber of binder policies ecover very
thoroughly the present house and centents against fire, burglary, lability,
and that there is also the worimsn's compensation policy. All of these
pelicies are sarried on short-term mates, wWth the exwseption of the two
original pelicies held with the Philadelphia Contridutionship and the
Mitmal Assurancs Company. All of these policies will be velded at the
tine title pesees to the National Park Servies. The Provident Trust Com-
pany is merely pretecting the estats at the present time. Mr. Van Meter
Seld m that in Mis opinion it would be to the interest of the National
'MSmiu, or any omer, to omtinus the mlwpﬂhh-
held with the Mailadelphia Contributionship and the Wutual Apsurenss Com-
pany.
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I wms very much impressed with Mr. Van Xster. HNe is a pleasant,

agresabls, and capable busineas executive. He went cut of Ms way to be

" "Malpful end remsined cne-half hour after his usual offiee Mars in arder

ﬁ cover this subject thoroughly with me. The eonferense with ¥r.
Van lister was arranged by ir. Slliston P. Morris.

LEOAL STANUS OF PHOPERTY — REAL ESTATE SITUATION

The estate of Kligssbeth Canby llorris, which includes the llorris House
and property together with mveml adjoining lots in Cermantown, 22nd “ard,
Priladelphia, is being adainistered by three exsmcutors. They are as follows:

Elliston P, Morris (one of heirs)
1403 Pagiard Bullding
15th & Chestaut Streets  (telsphone - Rittemhouse 6-618%)

Providemt Trust Cempany
1Mth & Chestmut Streets (telsphone ~ Rittenhouse 6-9100)

Mswrice Bawer Saul
2301 Packard Bullding
15th & Chestnut Streets (telephons ~ Rittenhouse 6-7717)

(ir. 3sul is an omwoutor in a persomal capasity and
pot as & member of Lhe law fira of Saul, Ewing,
Remick & 5‘.‘1.)
The sals of the real estate apparently has been entrusted to the fim
of J. Solis-Cohen, Jr., 123 South Bresd Strest {telephons - Pennypacker

5-1516). In ir. Elliston P. Norris' discussion of the status of the preperty

. adjoining the Norris House, he suggested that I mse Mr. Solis-Cohen to get
dotails and the latest informetion. Accordingly, Mr. Merris arrenged an

 fatervies for we with kr. Selis-Cohen, fron vhem I cbtained he following

information: (Reference to map, "Plan eof Property, E.ﬁ‘. of Xlizabeth



C. ¥orris, 2ind ¥anrd, Miladelphia,” drawn by Jehn T. m, Super-
visor amd Regietrer, 9th Distriet, April 14, 1948, my} wileh is at-
" Ssshed, will indicate property lines dlscussed below) -

1. A1l the preperty in the estate of Elisadeth C, Marris

<P
P e

facing Germantown Avenus en the sast and School Houss
Lane on the rorth of the Morris Nouss (3442 Germsntown
Averme) has been sold to the Savings Pund Soclety ef
Germantown. The bank plans to bulld a parking area on
She back mart of this property, and adjoining the dorris
Nouse grounds. Ismediately adjscent and north of the
Norris Kouse on Germantown Avenie, and within the property
bought by the bank, is an old sarly Pedermml peried house
dating frem 1798. It has had 4 mnsard reof put mm {%,
bt otherwise there sppears 0 have lwen littls change in
the house, This old period dullding 1is scgheduled to be
tern dom in the nesr future. It is showm in several of
the phetographs attached to this report. It is now Ro.
SLAS Cermantown ivenns. Information cbtained fram ir.
So0lis-Cohen and ir. Leighten P. Stradley indicates the
bank does mot propose to build {mmediately up to the
Norris Nouse property line.

2. The beek 1X foot of the liorris House grounds, together
with the back part of the two lots to the south of the
Norris Nouse, have been sold to the Sosisty of Priends



L
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l' ebjected to this and said he knew his father would never have approved

Setwol (s Quaker institution), whose property adjoins
the Elisabeth Canby Herris uhucnthm:(b‘hl
mot reach to Germantown Averme). The Soclsty em-u-
Plans to build a parking area and resreational playgrownd
on the area which kas been beught from the lMorris sstate.
Astual title has mot yet changed hands, dut the final
papers in this transaetion have been drawn up and are
resdy for signature.

3. The front parts of the two lots south ef the lorris Nouss
1ot faeing Germantowm Avenue (th-' rear parts ef which have
been rurchased by the Seclsty ef Friends discussed in 2
above) are now fn an advanced state ef negotiations for
sale. 1 did mt learn frem Mr. Solis-Cohen who the
prospective purcheser is. I was teld by Mr. Johnsen,
howver, that he has heard the rumor that the most in-
Serested prespective Dyyer is & shain grocery stare.

Yhen I first learned from M. Elliston P. Sorris that the back 130
feost of the brris House grounds were to de eut off and s0ld, I questioned
Alz about the advisability of this. He then related that the initial plan
of tin «xscutors had besen to cut the grounds off right at the bask end of
the kouse and sell all of it. MUr. Horris, as one of the trustees, mid

swsh a plan, that the house nseded the grounds to give 1% & preper setting,

-1 -



. ond that they wre part of the eriginal pistare. After a ecusidersble
% debate e thls Mnt,itmnnmpndummhdﬁﬁdtthe

&“* éwmm xr.bsuma.mumtnmudnmmag

| #bre in thdas respeet, umunh-,umn.mamcummm
| grwinds remain with tim hows. M. Norris teld me there was mething
that ocould be dane mow to alter the arrangensent to eut off the back part
of the grewmds.

It appears, therefore, that the situstion which will exist relative
- to the Morris House and groamds in the future {2 mot & very bappy one.
There will e & parking area to the nmorth sad a pariking area to the
west, together with a school playground on the west or southwest, a bank
bullding and perhaps some umoocupied gromd to the north, and possibly
adninmqmwaulyhommth.

The most serious question, in sy opinion, arises in ecomnestion with
the merthern boundery. As stated earlier, there is an easemnt written
into the deed of ths Savings Fund Soclety of Germantown for the property
immediately morth of the Merris House, covering the "warts" or "blisters”
which extend nrimly at distances of 8 to 10 or 12 feet over the original
proparty line at this point. is long as these additions to the house re-
main, the amer of the lot, of course, cannct bulld wp to the property
line at these peints. He oould, however, build up te the north wall of

o the house, &8 now sonstituted by these “warts”. COr, if the "warts" are

" " wwer tvem dow, bullding then eould come right wp to the erigimel Merris

Romse md constitute sn sdjoining wall. There is m buffer PAPip vhatever
uwmammwumm«mmu&m ‘T¢ has been



neutionsd carlisr in this repert that en the south side of the lorris
luntbuhuhdtw.&!phtbtmﬂanﬂn“trw
£ "§8 fest. The future of the Nerris Neuse s & mticnal Materis site

\' f_,hqdr.othttttripdmdhmdn‘uthm‘“o’fﬂn
ﬁoﬂhhhhﬂmmmm. T™his will require
msgotistions with the Savings Fund Society of Germsntown which mew
owms this property. Acceptance of the lorris liguse by the govemaent
night even de made gconditioral wen the eascuters obtaining a tuffer
strip to the morth 10 de added to the site.

BACKQROUNY OF NOVEMENT JO FIACE MORRIS HOWSE
1E QOVERIGNT ORNERSHIP
Nost of what Y am sbout to relate in this section was edtained in
eanversation with Nr. George Clarence Jolnson, Vice-president of the
Geraantown Historical Soclety, and Nr. leighton P, Stradlsy, President
of the Ssclsty, in discussing with thes their interest and that of the
Cermantown Historiml Soccliety in the preservation of the Wbrris House.
Then Miss Elisabeth C. Norris died in Decesmber, 1947, the property
passed to her brother, Mr. Marriet C. Nerris. lr. Norris ws an eld
saz and in deelining health. In the spring of this year he suddealy
becans 111 and was taken to a hospital. It seon became apparent that
“" "} probadbly was on hkis death-bed. Nany members of the Gemmantown
7 tatorteal Soatety had long been faterveted in preserving the Nerris
7 Swese beemwe of 1ts arehitectursl and Msterleal sssosistions. At this
Junsture, Mr. Johnason, Vice—president of the Seclety, lﬂ a prominent




y restoratlen arehtect, teld m he visited ¥r. Morris in the hespitel
*ﬁ,yuamwmmmamm-mmmmm.
Somee. The sugresiton vhish seaned 10 plesse bia mest ves What the
':'hluhgivoam United States Covwernaent. Mr. Ilorrh ugnodtodo

ﬁh, saying that he was interested in having the ¢ld house preserved.
A eodicil to hp will wes then druwn up which speeiffed that the house
should de given te the Mational Mtk Serviss. The liws of Pemmsylvania
require that any sush oodficil shall bs mull and velid if the mker dies
within 30 days after making the cedieil. Mr. Morris did dis a few days
after the codicil wms drawn up, anxd, therafore, it wmas null and void.
The heirs of Mr. Mrriot C, Morris, hewever, whan {nformed of the
situation, eald they wanted to carry out Mr. Morris' desire in this
reapect and, therefore, they desired to have the eodicil made ctfootlvc.
It was at this peint that the property was effered to the Sational Aark
Service this spring. Simce that tims, follewing the spprepriation by
the S0th Congress of $15,000 for the maintenance and operation of the
house, lagal negotiations have been in progress concerning the trenafer
of title t0 enrry cut the wishes of Mr. lbrris and his heirs.

Yhen at the end of April the Advisery Board receommended against ac-
eopting the ierris House because of the finaneial burden such properties
impose, msubers of the Oermantown Histoerical Soclety oconsulted with

" Gemgressman Hugh Scott and «ilisted bs belp. Congressamn Seott prouteed

uamtumammmmutnmmmauz.

";:»emmxm.,mmmmmwmmumbm



Indepondonse National Risterical Park. fThey discusesd the possibility

7" of Mving the preperty accerted as part of Independsnee pﬂ;—l Histori-

Tl Fark, and I bylieve a mmmwwt»mxwomm
Bardis Seott which would permit this, although it doss .‘l mttien the
ﬁrrhluahyum. There was alsc the prospect that the area eould

| be established by the Secretary of ths Imnterior wndsr the auwthority of
the Historie Sites Act of 1935. So far as I n determine, the ap-
propriation of $15,000 for the mintenance and operation ef the property
doss not answer the question ef how title shall pass to the govemnent,
although {t weuld esem to indicate that it is tiw ﬁll,tcomu that
the property be asospted.

In discussing the interest of the Gormmntown Kistorieal Soelety in
the liorris House, I alould mention that this Seciety las msny preminent
snd influensial msabers. Mr. Stradley, the President, is a senior mesber
of ene of the lmtaﬁndwwtlmh Miladelphia. This
law fire 1is that of Stradlsy, Pomom, Stevens & Yemmg, 1222 Real Estate
Trwt Building, Brosd & Chestnut Streets, Piladelphia 7, Fennsylwenis.
Nr. George Clarence Johnson, & Vice-presidert of tie Society who has long
been a very astive muber, is a prominent architest of Cermantown and
devotes most of his time now to restorstion of eld hhtarh strustures.
Mr. Johneon is a mn of middle age, rebust, wmansuslly energetiec, and
_mestally alert. I suspect that he knows more about the historic houses

o of Germantown than any ene in the lesality. If the Satismal Park Service
o du- asquire the Morris Nouse preperty, I think that Kr, :.aun'-



 Uses smesming 145 develor-ent sheuld be ebtained and sarefully een-
Seth kr. dehmsen sad ir. Stradley teld m that the (hrieden
Niﬁubrtul Seciety has plans t0 restere the ald Warket m o German-
Aovn which 1s lmmedistely ssross the strest frea and facing the ‘orris
Houwss. Mr. Stradlsy said that the Germantown bank owns preperty en two
sides of the square and that the efficials of that dank have told him
they arv willing to esvperste in the restaration of the square to the
extent of tearing dom present buildings on their property and of dulld-
ing new cnes in peried styls. The old squmare originally md a jail house,
a mriet place, and stoeks. The Cermantown Historieal Society is active
in the resteration of seversl old histeris howses in Cermntosn and oc-

oupies one built in 1772. Mr. Johnson is the arehitect who is swpervising

.t -
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the restoration work mow in progress. Just recently the Soclety sponsored
a socis)l which raised §1,4000 for some of thie work.

Theare is sttached to this report a mp losating the old historic
housss timt still exist in Gerwmantown. At one time;, according to Mr.
Stradlsy, he and others in the 3ociety had hopes that Cermantewmn eould
be restored in the manner of Celonial Williamsburg. There is an umusually
large nusber of fine ald Colonial and early peried houses still stamding
aleng Germantown Avemse in Germantown. As Will be moticed from the mp, -
> . e Norris Eouse (Ne. 7 en the map) is fn the midat of this hMstoric area.
" Germantows, tegether with adjeiming Chestnut Fills, scmstitutes ome
L of the best swurben residentisl aress of Philadelphla, s, secerdingly,
a large nusber of {afluential peopls reside in tbccudip.



Nr. Elliston P. Horris ond Mr. L. ¥, Ymﬁhrﬂmmﬁ.

" Trwst Cempaxy beth told me tit 1t Ls their -ammcmm Nr. Freach,
“ﬂ.mmhmmuummmmm,mmmma-

huthﬁmhtbmm-ttbhwbrhﬁnwamum

. of offer of the house by the present heirs; that this letter of offer is

expected moaentarily in FMhiladelpiia, and that after it has been examined,
Me. Norrls will sign it, return it te Weshington, and that the property
will then e ascepted. |

It sight be said here as & mtter of some interest that itiss Elizabeth
Cndby!orrlnluandhndavnryporponanntnlybymtofm
neighbors in Germantown, bwt aleo by mny mesbers of her family. Apparont-
1y she refused to lst spyone inr the house, except 2 fow very eloss relatives.
The house ms Never men spen to the public and very few peopls in recent
years have ever ssen imside it. As a resilt of sasml oonvereation with a
fow people ia Gemantom, I found there was a great asount eof interest in
the ouse. nummmmu-‘uamuuummmm.
I seepect that interest is whetted by the faet that very few peopls have
ever been admitted to the house. One result of this attitude on the part
of Miss Horris was that she derded the Historic Amsricsn Bullding Survey
the privilege of making msssured drawings and photographs of the houss in
1939. This ssesunts for the fallure ef the HABS 10 inclmde this house

'm the ssversl cther old historic houses in Cermntown which it did
m and drew wp. #



hhmtpodpln.“nﬁnkwtuﬂam*fmp.

.. . Motris, one of the heirs ant coe of the emcuters of tht‘hh. Mr.
Rorris showed iir, Hudson and me through the houss and Mh grounds.

ll f2 a man I should Judge in his ADs, large, and energetic. He answered

all questions, I feel sonfident, to ths best of his adility. I formed a
goed epinion of ir, Morris. I think that he is motivated by high prinei-
Ples, and that he is net partieularly soncermed abeut getting the most
money possible ocut of the estate. This was evidensed, I think, by his
having ohjected to ewtting off all the grounds in bdack of the houss.

M. liorris has & goed epinion of the Matiomal Rark Servies, and knows
sonething abowt it. He was assistant forester for the Temiesses Valley
Authority fer § ysars back in the 19308 and early 1540s. He was first
assistant to Mr. Ned Richards, who wes then chisf forester of the TVA. Dr.
Fred Richards, sho is mw living in the house wnder an sgresmmt discussed
sdrlier in this report, is a son of this Ned Richards. Nr. MNorris made
mny visite to Oreat Swoky Nountains Natiomsl fark during the time he was
in Kpoxville, and was persenally acquainted at that time with the ate
Swerintendent Ross Alkin. Ne was alsc acquminted with Rark Raturalist
Arthur Stupika. I believe tiat Mr. Horris will do everything in his power
to Islp the Rational Park Servios guin desirable objectives if the Norris

House iz secepted by the government.
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Km and M'\ Pesirler -
“ mmmmwynm(hmﬁomm(wmm
WY B
Awmc) was originally built by David Deshler in 1772-1773 and ocscupled
by his inmediately. David Deshler sams to this oountry from Baden,
Germany, whers his father was an alde de camp of the reigning princs.
Teshler's mother waz a sister of Casper and John Wister, the founders of
the famdly of that mam which besame 50 famous in the histery of
Phailadelphia. Deshler established himself in business in Philadelphia
where he was very mm.‘ He was Imown for his stirist integrity,
and it becanw a conmon seying in M day, "Aas honest as David Deshler.”
Deshler's name has come dowm to posterity in ecmmestion with a salve
which I believe 15 stlll sold today in some parts of the comntry as
"Deshler's salve.” lrs. Deshler purchased the recipe for it from a butoher,
and it wms first sold wmder the nams of “"Butcher's &ko.')
David Deshler died in 1792 and the preperty was then sold to Colonel
Isase Pranks, who had served in the Continental army. (I have seen refer-
ences to Prenks as "Major", "Listusnamt-Colonel®, and “Colonel".) Colonel
Franks, who belonged to the Jewish faith, owned the houss during the
vt period of Vashington's cecupancy in 1793-1794. 1In 1804 BElliston and
Jdn Perot, who lad earlier rented the house as & sumer residence, pur-
i_,'ﬁi‘nod the place froa Colenal Franks. The ferct faxily Sere of French-
 Nuguenot desoent. Ellisten "erct died in 183, and the oubocncr house,




el n Twami

ES Yy
.
e

mﬂmémmu,umuwn.m.taumpmg

. @i of Wala & Morvis of PMiladelphia. Mr. Morris hed -nnu . Elliston
Porot's daughter, Mamah. Mr. Samwl B. Merris dled in 1999 smd willed
s preperty to Ms sen, N, Elliston P, Merris.

Prem Mr. Elliston 7. Merris, W estate descended to his davghter,
Eligzabeth Carby Korris; then fer s bWief period to Marriot C. Morris, whe
died in tis spring of this ysar, fellowing which the estate wus placed in
the lands of emoutors for settlament.

ghaln of Ztle:

There follows a gmopais of shain of title to the lerris Rouse and
lot. T ebtainmed this information from Mr. Solis-Cohen, whe told me he had
sonsulted the original deeds in City Hall from which he cbtained the data.
T™his chain of title is not eomplets to the present time, but does carry
down to Mr. Elliston P. Morris, the grandfather of the present heirs. The
present ir. Elliston P, Morris wes maaed after his grandfather, who ac-
quired the property in 1866, Mrex this lr. Elliston P. lorris the property
desomnded to Miss Eliszsbeth Canby Merris, his dausiter, who died in
Deceaber, 1947. It was then held briefly by her btrether, Mr. Marrist C.
Morris, whe died this past spring. The presest heirs ef Mr. larriot C.
Morris are effering the house to the Federsl governmest. |
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RASHINGTOH I QERMANTORN ~- HORRIS HOUST, 1793

In the sumer of 1793 a devastating plague of yellow tcn:_' struck
Miladelphia. Almost everyone who lad the means and was otherwise able to
do o fled ™iladelphia. Many peopls of proainence went to Germantown,
about 6 miles away. Germantown was located an an slevation and was ocon-

" sldered very healthful. In the fall ef the year, as the time & proached

o . faw Congress to assenble, ¥ashington, who was then at Mownt Vermea, wrote

%6 Edsund Rantolph, s mesber of his cablnet vho ws at Gepmtntoms, to make
arrangenents for quarters for him at Germantown or vicinigp. Tn a letter



£ tated september 30, 1793 at lownt Yermon, Washingten wrets %o Nuadolph
fiv. N Gormantown ss follows: thet because of “the ceaunuﬁu o the
. apreading of the maligmant fever, with wiich the eity of Milsdelphis
49 infested” and because of the absesos of the heads of departments, he
would mot plan to lesve Kownt Vernon wntil sbout October 25 when he
would set out for Germantown. Washington then instructed Randolph to
inqdre about lodging for himself, e gentleman, tiree servants, and
as many horses. He said he would go to & "hired lodging” only. If
thess could mot be cbtained, hmuytomm.(/(ﬁutd‘muuml

\
sonoceraing Washington in Germantewn is besed on Charles Franeis Jenkins!'

Esshington jn Jepmantown, published by Willlaa J. Caspbell, Philadelphia,
1905. lMr, Jenking reproduces prectically all the letters of ¥ashington
and entries iz his Journals that relate to the Cermantown peried. This
material wme ocbtained froe the Waghineton Papers in the Library ef Con-
gress. MNr. Jenkins was for many years presidemt of the Cermantown Histori-
eal Soclety and is currently president of the Pemnsylvania fis:orical
Soeh‘by.))
In sccordance with these instructions Randolph made an effort to

looate qurters for Washington in Osrmsntown. (On Ootober 2, 1793,
Randolph wrote Washington that Major Franks had agresd to let him have

~___g‘h:s_foho:n-,bntth-thythoua:tth-t-rnnucmuain,1SOpumdspcr

| m, or for a shorter period not undesr six months st th“un rete,
#nd that except for a looking glass or two and a few pictares, Prenks
weuld rot perait sy of hMs furniture to resain. Rindolph sald, hewever,



that he had prevailed wpen Mranke! wtomwamphofbou,
MMu.ﬂaﬁhhmﬂah&W%ﬂchb»—
W u.mu.m,uuummmmi!m-u.
(m; Pp. 92-93.) 1In & letter of Ostober 23, 1793, to Randolph,
Writien at Nowt Yernom, Mashington stated that he expected to set out
on Nowmber 1 with Mr. Dandridge, two servants, and five herses for
Germantown. (Jemkinss p. 95.) |

On Ostober 28, 1793, Randalph wrots to Washingtan, letter to be de-
livered to him at Wilaingion, Delaware, that Colemsl Frarks had left tom
and thet his agent wae mot willing te zent the house for less than six
manths, and that therefore he had met been abdls o arvange for hiam to
ogoupy the howse om his arrival in ﬂ-mﬂm(hnh had been badly
scared by the yellow fever which was reging in Miiladelphia and had con-
sidered even Osrmantown unsafe. le had therefore moved his family to
Bathlehen, femsylvania, sd that sscounted for his abssnce at the time,
Randelph iaformed Washington, hewever, that he had ebtained three rooms
for his use in the hoss of a Oermantown clergyman, the Reverend Frederick
Nerman, whose house immediately adjoined the Germantown icademy. There
wers to bs two beds (for Demdridge and Washington), breakfast, and tea
in the afterncon. The rate was $10 for each per week. irnnpngnh for
t»mmmmm.nu-«uwmsummé

Weshington 1eft Mownt Vermon Osteber 28, 1793, and was jeined at

“ . Saltimere by Thomas Jefferson, who wmas also oo his wmy to Gormatom.

' h'mm~wtmmmtndutmmtmm;,m
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!um went to the Reverend Frederick Herman's bnn vbn hs took

qm.ummwmm- His site ummmw
lul- lane, Geramntowmn, and is Just around the cnoru ﬂlluk
M fron the Merris Nouse.

At this tho‘ nembers of ‘Fashington's uhi.mt m living in or
near ocmuu%(u the following sddresses: |

N
Thoms Jefferson,
Lna‘ of Prassia Tavem, Gcmtom

Edemnd Bandolph,
(Spcnetr- - (one mile east eof aomatam)

Neary Knox,
(Rear the falle of the Schuylkill)

Aleoander Hamilton,
( Tair A1 (between Germantown and “iladelphis) )

Washington took his dimmers at the King of Prussia Tavern, 5516-5520
Germantomn Read {shout one bloeck from the Horris House). On November 11
Hashingtn set out for laneaster and Reading seeking a suitable place
where Congress might assemble away froan the yellow fever of Phihdtbhla..

In the msantinme Washington Mad writien to Colonel Franks at Bethlshem
about the use of his houss. Franks reseived this letiler at Sethlehea on
Kovenber 6, and set cut soon thereafter (ascompanied by ire. Franks) for
Oermantown to put s house in order for Washingtan’s cosupancy. On this
egossion Pranks mads a oomplete inventery of the furnishings of his house

” that he would have s rvesord en wiich to base a bill for damges or
7, Weplecemnt after Washingten gave wp the house. The origiml taventory

“%MM#thhrdlﬁomhIWShmmhm
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Jermantown Histerisal 3oeliety. (Ir.!*andlmﬂhmb
%" amt Mr. Netsem tms repreduced it 1= his report em the farate
~ Bouss, dated July 28, 198, It ehorld be mentioned -twmum
mwh-dms :nr-&uy wiich apmhmli&h, notably
hlnﬂm'm ip Oepeptow, emtain many errors and amissions.
It soazs that Jenkins wsed a eopy of the inventory which he ebtained from
Mr. Ellistan P, Morris, and at the time of the writing of his beok he wmas
mtlbhhmthwlghn}? Because of the existanse of this in-
vemtory, it is possible to mow aseurately the furnishings in the house
at ths tine of ¥ashington's cecupaney in 1793 (Jamkine; rp. 102-116.)

A contemporery deseription of the house at this tims has this to

say: "A house and lot situate on the west side of the main street in
Germantown, an airy, high situation, sommanding an agreesbls prospect of
the adjecent country: the house Ls A5 feet fremt, ami forty fest deep,
two stories high, four rooss ca the fleor, all fumished in the mest
elegant maner: there ayv also suitable begk buildings, all in good order,
and s pup of exsellent watsr in the yard. The lot oontains about two
acres, on which is s orehard of the best grafted fruit of various kinds,
m-hmmmmmu."[mp.us)}
pr g ”‘“xmmmummmmmmmmd
e Morris Nouse. It seems that he retwmed 4o Germantown an Noveaber 16,
. A193. The earliest ntome.(‘iﬁfﬁc been able te flod of his belng in
p. house is Novesber 18 when he held a cabinet meeting there. / § T anvimef

U\_qg?}lﬁ?fﬁ)\
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’ﬁf November 17, 1793. Washingten lived in the house at hut frem Noveaber 18

__ wmti) Bovesber 29, 1793. On Nevesber 29 (or pessidly Nowesber J0) he re-

i-ut to Miladelphia where Congress ms t0 mset en nou‘n 8./(&&;;

s 2_19.)) The osld watber of late fall had ssused the yollow fever to
Sbate ss mich Umt Washington and his calinet felt it was safe to return
to "hiladelphia. It appears, thersfere, that Waghington lived in the
Morris Fouwse 12 or 13 days in Novesber, 1793.

During this pericd at least 4 cabinet msetings were held by Fashington
in the jNerris HEouse. These cabiret meetings were of great importanece and
dealt minly with the questien of war or pesse with England and France
over the Citisen Jenet issue. The first eabinet sesting in the Norris
House was on Novewber 18; the sscond en Novesber 21; the third om Novesber
233 ad the fourth m Novesber 28,

/ ﬁkpm. 1793 France declared war on Oreat Britain. On April 22 of
thl\t Jear Washingto fssued M3 Neutrality Proclamation. Becauss of the
great assistance given the United States by Franoe im the Revolutionary
Aar, there was wide-spresd sympathy in ths country for France, and tisre
was astive agitation for American intervestion in the wmar on the side of
Franoces. On April 8, 1793, Edmond C. Ognet arrived in Charleston, South
Carelina, as agmnt mnd sinister from France. In the subsequent weeks and
mmnths he carried en active agitation caleulated $o0 Mring the United States

" fate the mr ou the side of France. It ws this tense situstien that was
< . $he prineipal swject of sonsiderution in the series of gabinst mestings
A8 late Novesber held in the Norrie Nouss, mentisned abowe. ¢ Was also



necessary at these eadinet mestings te determine what umﬁn

.mhlutan would make to Congress on the Oenet qmu.u,tﬂﬂhr mat-
. hn. when Congress conversd an Dgcember 2. ,
_ Waghington had beld a eabinet meeting on November 8 at the Herman
ﬁoue when he first arrived in Germantown. it that time the cablinet
split on the Gemet isswe: HNanilton aad Xpox favoring the administration
ssking the French Covernmsat to resall Uenet; Jefferson and Randolph
eeposing this as sonstitwiing a break with Pranee.

O NKovesber 18 the cabinet mst for the emtire day, it appears, in
the Morris Nouss. It is possible that dinner was served in the house
te Vashingten and his cadinet, although this is not eertain. After dinner
the discussion continuned, The eabinet was still split om the Cemet fssue.
Jeffersan Mms laft x esxplets synopsis of the argwments presented at
this cabinet meeting. Jafferson sirongly epposed the recall of Genet.
He took the viewpoint that it waas harsh treatssnt for the only nstion
in the werld the United Statss could eall & frlend. Haxilton and Knox
were for the recall., FWashington expressed regret that the cabinet had
split, Wt he adjourned it without a ded sion. (Charles P. Jenkins'
defforvon's Cermantown Letters, pp. 135-140, Willlam J. Caspbell,
Philadelphia, 1906.)

In the Kowaber 21 cabinet mesting at the lorris House, Washington's

Sewtrality Preclamation of April was eonsidered and ideas were utuueod

" 4§ %0 the sxplmation of that action Kashingtm should -b » eounn.
™is pmlmtionm the rirst of its Xind iundhyﬂuillﬂnl
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?i*ir/ Nasllton was mot present at the Novesber 23 cabinet moting, being

Ao f3de At this meting it was suggested that a mllitary *h e~

. Gabltshed. It appears probable that the first formal prepesal fer the
astablishment of a military assdesy was made in the Norrls Nouse during
the November 23 oadbimet mesting.

Prier to the November 28 eabinet meeting, Randelph had prepared a
draft of Yashingben's apessh to Cengress. Jeffersm had prepared a dreft
of Ms mssage. In the debate that teok plase in this esdinet meeting
as towhat should be imsluded in theee papers, Washington dedded to in-
slude a recommendation fer the establishaenmt of & military sesdeny.
Naxilten and Inox were in faver of this; Jefferson opposed. At tiis
asoting the President deecided with Jefferson against the other three
ocabinet members that the asoount ef the administration's negotiations
with France and Fagland would ge to Congress as pwblic decuments rather
than as ssoret dosumemts. (Jenking - pp. 19-152,) \’

Colonel Frenks swhmitted to ¥ashingten a bill of $131.56 sovering
the cocwanay of hs house in Rovember, 1793. including osrtain itexss
for breakage of dishes and eleamp of the house. ¥ashingten considered
this bil]l excessive snd did net pay it for nearly A sonths; then making
a settlement of $75.56. It weuld appear froz this that ﬁnhhsgun ms

. ¢ﬁM as close & bargminer as Franks. (m_. P 117.)}?
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Rashingten ia Meryds Mowes, J79%: -
Washington apparently enjoyed living eonditions am in

&

Povesber, 1793, for he arranged to talis Colemel Franks' Wewse i German-
4ow the mext year for an estimsted period of & weoks. He moved into the

Bewss on July 30, and moved baek to Miladelphia on September . It
would seen, tierefere, that he sstually remsimed st the house for a 7-week
perisd in 1M94. ((M_u;pp. 234 and 215.)) On this cscasion iirs.
Vashington and two grandohildres, Eleamor Park Custis and George Washington
Park Custis, moved to the house with the Presidert. ¥ashington alsc had
twe loads of furniture brought out from PhilsdslpMa. It is rot kmown
Just what was inslinded. It {35 agsumed tihat this furniture was added to
what Franks slready had in the house, although it is quite possible that
saxe of Franks' furniture wms temporarily removed.

‘A The Gemantown Acadeny, which is located on the southwest corner of
énunu Street and Sghool House lans, one block west of the liorris Houee,
was established in 1760-1761. 1t epened on July 1, 1794 for the summer
sesaion. Washington apparently thought well of the school for George
Rashingten Park Custis was erxelled as 2 student that summer. During his
stay in Germantewn in 1794, Tashington attended the German Feformed Church,
diagenally scross larkst Square from the Norris House. For the 7-weeks'

_remt in 1794, Wasiington paid Framks the sum of $201.64. (Jenking; p. 275.)
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. Nexxds Heuss 1n the Battls of Gepmantowmn:
xmmmwwmu,muumummm

@ Germatown, sxespt to nete Wrisfly the nh\lmﬂp‘_*llﬁl
Heuwe to tmt sngageamt. The batils s fought on Qatdber b, 1777, and
ﬁomnﬂeﬂm the part of Cemsrul Washingten to defeat and, if possible,
sempel the withdrawal of the British arwy whieh was oecupying Philadelphia,
Germantown is located about 6 or 7 mles from ths Philadelphla of that day.

Vashington's ammy approached frem the morth dem the Jermantown Road
and a parallel road, striking & stroemg British akpost in the vielnity
of the Chew House in Oermantown. Lisutenant-Colonel Musgrave of the 40th
British Regimmt concentrated & companies in and arcund the Chew House,
where he stalled the Anerdiean atteck while reinforeesents came wp.
imerisan artillery, brought up to within elese range, battered the Chew
House, Infliceting hwavy damage en it. It took A or 5 carpenters working
all winter, it is sald, to remmir it.

Sir ¥11liam Hows, Commander ef the British ferces, had his headquarters
at Stenton, South Germantown, when the battle began. During the engegement
he moved his headyuarters wp to the Market Sqware, directly opposite the
Norris House, and gave orders from there. The main British line extended
asroes Jermantown Roed at this point, aleng 3e¢hool House f:nfl and Chureh
‘uu. As £t oo happened, the setusl fighting never reached this point.

b Americans were defeated dus to a munber of aiscongceptions, and fallures
. h their tectical operations, and withdrew. After the um-, Oeneral Howe

mu-mmsmmum»mnomwuﬂuu
for a pericd of time. xnnmmahummmunurdﬂa-

socupled the Morris House. )
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o "s-bmntm = Norris Neuss, 1793." Various historians of Philadelphia
bave dosaribed the preperty since then. Jehn F. Fateon, in his Anmals of

aily Semmente m Mozxis fiaves:
mmm«zmbmsomnmuuw-«md

Blladelohis in the Olden Zime, 3 velumes, Edwin S. Stuart, Milladelphia,
1998 (entered 1857), mys that the house retains its eriginal appearsnce as

nearly ae peseidle and that it eontained many fine pleces of antique walmut
and mshogany furniture. (I belisve that Watson did most of his writing
between 1870 and 1857.) He added: "It is & rare treat for the lover of
antiquity to pass some hours in this heuse with its swroundin:s. The
grounds possess some noble tress, many of comsiderable age, and are laid
out with sush akill as to give the ides of much greater scope than they
possess. The grass {s lept in sdanirdle arder.” (Vol. 1I, p. Ab4.)

J. Thomas Seharf & Thompson Festeott in their Higtory of Philadelphis,
1609-1884, 3 wolumes, L. H. Evarts Company, Pailadelphia, 1884, commented
as fellows an the successive famlly mnupofthobuu: "ths property
has been kept in perfect repair, and, with ssarcely any change, resains
today the same a8 when cccupied by Gen. How and President Yashington.

It is paneled throughout, and most of its eld fashioned, open fireplaces
are surreunded by qmint tlling, snd the windows retain their eld |

< W ¥, .
)x«« '

#ra" r Jf‘ AIF’Q 098.

W glasses, iuported from Germmny for the buim:g Yol. 11,

It showld be moted that, ascording to this referenss, the wiadow



%:gmmm-mmmnnwmmr-w I d» Wt know
m‘,”-w, Raw,dthcﬂﬁuld‘anomhatm“

| In an adiress before the fourteenth annual sesting d e Jemnsylvania
“Oerwantarn Socisty in 1906, Naamen Henry Keywer had this to say of the
Korris Nouse: "The grend imterior of this stately msnsion always eoomands
mich attentisn; antique fumitwre, raintings, and bric-a~brae, old family
sofas and tables, mne less than one-hundred years old., In the hall stands
a two-hundred year old cloek whish tisks sway the hours in selesn metre.
All thess furnishings are lspt wp with a great deal of pride.

*There i{s mo colemial house that is so well taicen care of. The ex-
tensive grounds on the south and west are shaded with eld trees and all
is kapt in perfect order.” (Xeyser, Q)4 Historig Oarmsptowmn, b. 20,
Lancaster, Pa., 1906.)

014 Rotegraphs of Norris House:
mnrllout 1lwetration af Market Square and the lorris Nouse

vieinity in Germantown that I have seen {s an origiml watercelor painted
by James Harvey, dated 1826, whieh hangs in the lecture reom on the back
wall of the Cermantown Historiocal Soeiety. This is an extremely interesting
painting. ‘ \
A | The earliest photeograph I have seen of the Vorris House is of 1859.
o b house looks Just as it does today, covered with stusso. The fence ex-
, m south frem the louse appears to have been built of h‘ﬂl sunning
" herisatal to the grownd instead of vertisle as th.ydom, snd e
painted white instead of ehocolate brom as it is today. This photogranh

-m-



§ 10 in the eellestion of the Germntom Ristorieal Sociely smd was mede
oo s7AWailable to m by sourtesy of Edward X. Noeker, mwh o e
Society. Mr. Hecksr says 1t 1 the earliest photogresh o the Beuse
tht he knows of. There are nwserous photographs of the house in pudlica-
tions of the twentieth century. The house s 1llustrated in Namnan &
Senry Keywer's address before tie fourteenth snnual meseting of the
Pemsylvania-Germntowr: Socisty already mmtioned. This {llustration,
which, of necwssity, dated 1906 er sarlisr, shows the fance as it is
today, with wertical paling, bwt painted white. Ivy covered part of
the w1l of the Norris Nouse between the windows of the first and
second flsors on the froat {n this pleture. |
in {llustration of the Worris House sppsared in Hareld Donelsoen
Iberlein snd Horsos Mather Lippincett, Iie Cplosial Homes of Miladelphis
and Its Beighborhood, T2 {llwstrations, Philadelphia and Londen, 1912,
d. B, Lippincett Company, eppesite, p. 226. (There is also a chapter on

agcoun &
the Perct-Morris House, pp. 225-235.) This is very popular/and has some

inaccurecies.
The famous artis, Joseph Pemnell, made a drewing of the Morris House
in 1912 which was reproduced as a lithograph in Joseph rynnell's Pigtures
9L Miladelohis, J. B. Lippensott Company, Philadelphia and London, 1914.
fhh drawing appears on page 59 and is & view looking west from seross
| Naset sqmre, direstly in frent of the house. It shows the seethesst
o m of Church Lams,and Germantewn Road. Ivy is on the hawss frent
between the windows of the firet and sescnd stories. Thie 48 eme of
64 splendid Lthographs by Pennell Lllustrating old Miladelphis. This

-u-



i sams drewing appesrs in E, Rebins Pemmell & Jeseph Pence 1} Sgp Iiadelohis,
MwWWAMM,J.B.WmatW.m.”cM

: a.nmmmmmmxmmmumauhmu
'ﬁhuuy. Illustrations of the gardan show it wery mmch as it is today.
It $» apparent that there has bdeern mbstantially mo ehange in the appsarance
of the ald part of the house and the grounds during the past eentwry,

Arshitactursl Notes:
The following metes relating to the Merris Nouse Mave been taken from

Frank Cousins and illip N, Rilsy, pp. 10A~-105, Colpnial Arehitecture eof
Philadelphia, Boston, Iitile Erom and Cempany, 1920,

8 pamel single doors, diatinetive eighteenth century
Miladelphia type, arrenged mstly as in Perot-lierris,
Fowsl, and ¥iarton Houses

1 pair of smll and large panels in alteration

Lateh refl and leck rail separete - lateh reil sbove as in
Perot-orris Nouwse. (p. 104=105).

The Perot-lorris doorway is deeply recessed becawss of
thick stons wmlla, It presenta at {ts best a variation
of the ™iladelpha type "virtually a pure Tusean adapta-
tion." The eslumns taper toward top and entadlatuwre re-
oessed above door to fors pilaster prejestions above
elwmns {p. 118).

12 panel upper and lower window ssshes, both first and
neummo.nhm—-nom-mm-umr
houses of that period.

Most 2-1/2 story housea of Celontal Philadelphis have shatters
oo on first :m blinds on second story, as in Peyot-lierris .
House (p. . i v




Nacket Sqwre - Qermagtown:

oo s Gommentewn was founded in 15683 wnder the mmcm Deniel
m who reseived ¢ grent fres ¥illiam Ream. Orighaally $he sotile-

"f;v‘"mm“wotﬂf-oxudagm,mmwmmmmd
.G.h Germantown sstilement. The center of early Germantown was larket Square,
aheut eme-Malf asre, situated fimmedistely in fremt of the lorris Nouse. The
Burreungh Cowmcil erected on $his agquare in 1741 a market houss and a prison,
SNooks wre nsed e the square before the prisem was built. The prisen, or
3011, ms s small lag house st the east somer of the square. it an esrly
date U Miladelphis Comtributionship Pire Insursnee Company erected a
building on this square and escupled it wntil 1850, It has been msntioned
that S4r ¥illiem Rews directed the battle of Germantown frem this square
and What the min British line axtendsd directly ssross it. The inn pro-
perty at the eornmer of Church Lame (then Luken's Mil) Read) was used for
& pericd in the 1790s by the United States Trwmswy for the storing of
spesis in ellar wults. I kave already menticned the wstereelor drmwn .
by Jamse Rarvey im 1826, which hangs in the Germantowmn Nigterieal 3oclety.
This wmtereelor {2 of 4he Market Square. Another sketeh of Marimt Sguare
appesrs as Plate INIIY in Jehn xichards guaigt G0 Germsatews ia Pesparivenls,
60 Landmariks drawn en sing 18063-1808, esrrelsted, arranged, and anmotated
by Julims Priedrish Saches, Philadelphia, 1913, The Norris Nowse is shown

’5 Vl;
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2.

3.
b,
5.

6.

7.

For the present, st least, there would seen to be allvamtages in
establishing the area as 2 mational historie site, having its o
ﬁmtutha, and not as part of Independence National Histerical

That the name of the area be: Deshler-iorris House Kational Histori-
eal Site.

Chtain tuffer strip an morth of house.
love boxweod {n grownds to part that will agcompany house.

Restare original part of houss to Colenial~Revolutionary period:
remove bookeases aleng morth mll in parlor, first fleor; remove
wallpaper throughowt house; remove gliding om walls and oceilings;
plaster and paint mlls; remove gelight fixtures; perhaps re-
place tiles areund fireplage in frent room, sowth side of hall,
first fleor. Estimates and architectursl stuiles will be needed
on restoemtion. Part or all might be dene with current spprepria-
tion of $15,000, as it is wnlikely that personnel will be ap-
pointed mmtil spring of 1949. Rastoration work should be done,

if pesaible, bsfore house is epensd to public.

Renovate rear wing for sustodian's use as residence, or for quarters
of scme emplayee.

e stbjest of removal of "warts” on house will have to be given
further study, related as it is to easeasuts on adjoining let.
Zestoration of house would dictate that the "wart” em oviginal
part be removed eventually. It will be impossible to do that mow.

Study advisability of removing last brisk addition te rear wing.

Engineers should the ssverul heating aystems and make recom-
mendations for renowating or installation of adequate mew aystea.

Lighting system will have to be studied in relation to restoretion
and period 4isplay when peliey in these respects Iss deen estadblished.

Sehedule preparetion and printing of amll edition 3+feld felder for
visitor uwse when houss opened to pudblic, possibly i | 1949.
nummmmarmlunwuamu ) Joar's



gorvesor Jfiecmuendations - cont'd. 2/ P

770 'SR« Pumnish in period style: Celenisl and Early Pedersl Periods.
- . This should be dene with sscuracy and taste. Germuntown Nistori-
oAl Society and losel sommmity will almost certainly assist.

Various mseums might belp.

13. Mersonnel:
Custodian CAF=T $3,397
Laborer-randyman cre-6 2,469
We A, E. laber 500
Charwoman (¥. i, E.) 1,%0
Historiea) Aide 8P-5 2,39,

. $10,260.
Mowing, gardening, and miscellanscus equipment will be
needed, a3 w1l as wmipplies, office fumiture, and other
Shings neeessary in establishing a new ares.

Roy R. Appleman,
Regional Risterian.
(August 6, 19A8)

Afkachnepts

a1 photographs

Plan of Preperty lhdo fer Estate of Elisabeth (, lorris, 22nd Ward,
&w. John T, MI. Bur. & Reg. 9th Dhto,
April 14, 1948.

First Plesr Sketsh Plan, Norris Fouse, 5442 Qermantown Ave., Phila.,
M., Aprid 20, 198, (Made by George Clarence Johmson,
A. X. lo. 158 ¥, Penn 3t., Phila. “. hc)

2~-fold mn::; *The Germantewn l!u:ciul Sosisty" Laswmd hy the
Socioty, emtaining a loestion mp of remsining histo
structures in Germanteown, together with M, umuthd
1ist of sites indicated on map.

Information shest an Uermantown Historisal mMﬁ

“:.‘,'_- . .
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¥e. 2

Another view of house shows mors of fence and grounds om left (south)
of house mnd double street sar tracks in fromt of house on Germantown

Yiew looking south past Norris House (right foregreund) slong fenoed
in grounds and sidewalk, Germamtosn Avenue. KNote: Germantown stons

of foundation walls, This Sype of material uderlays plaster which
sovers rasainder of house.



&& Poorwmy of Horris House, JNebs address and old FPhiladelphis
Contributionshiy enst ires merker,



Eo, By View looking west to Morris House from Church lane, The house tv the
right (morth) of the Horris House dates frem mbdout 1798, sxeeptin the
Sansard roof whioh is & changn frem the originel, Thie houge iz
scheduled to be twrn dowm in the nesr future,

he southwest corner of the O3 Yarket Square, Cermmntown, sen be geex
lower ri:ht ferepround, .
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. 7 View looking South along Weat side of Germantown Ave. Oormer of Morris House
shows at extreme right. Wood femce enslose grounds of Norris House.



Bo, €, View looking north slong Germsntown ivemus, WNorris House is last ome e
1alt of ploture, Stre:t oor tewffic L5 hesvy and fest alonz this streot.



VYiew loaking east fram grounds o rear sing addi ticns to Hewris Bouse,
The enslosed poreh, or scuservatory, and the sesend story portico
attashed to ariginel Deshler Houss shown at right, Sote seller door
on righit te fremt pert of vellar under erigimel house,



()
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N
inother view of rear of houss. Note brick addition at end of wing.

View looking Borth from ywrd S West wing showing where I8 Joinms ariginal
house. The oonservatory and End story perch sttashed Se eriginal house
show ot right. This wing oould be adapted tc serve as Qustedian's guerters.
There s & ecal durning range in the kitchen.



¥iew locking east sleng Demmdery of Horris House grounds, The silonme

sall geen ruming dlagonally seress the right side of pleture is on
the ry Mne, The Nopris Houee Jot is to the right (south) of
this Hote et the "worts” or ® of the Morris House,

seen ix semter, extend to the mopth of this stone wall Jise, 7his

?mmwmm«&amﬁmummmgwwugmm;
Lot,



o, 13 View lookiag iute zrounds of Norris NSouse through grill on zate from
sidernlk, Sermantown Avenie., This view is om South side of houss.

Be. 14 View looking West from poist Just inside strect femos Norris House grounde.



This side of the hoase was re-

and de of house.

plastersd prior %o paimting in the fall of 1947,

View of

Bo. 15

This part of grounds is deing
d by Exocutors of the estate % the Sociely of Friends, who
plan to duild & parking ares sad achoel playground here.

of Norris Nouse grounds.



¥o, 17.

View locking sast from nesr the besk end of the present Morris
Houge grounds, The bmck part to a point beyond the My bexwood
at the right of $he ploture and the flower pardes opposite has

bes: out of T the grounds end sold,



Bo, 15, The wer grounds bounder; whiah the Netdonsl Park fervise will asquire
' umm;wuwwmagmmmzwm,
or saat of the Bapwood, s¢ nmoarly as sould be estirmted o= e
ground, This domwoed 1s a very ald oos snd shoull Yo saved for the
grounds of the house, This weuld prodadly mesn thet $% would hwve
o be moved ot Sovermment sxpenge 1f the SOCIRTY oF FEIXNDE arreed
te 1ts remowal,



Fermantows Avenue

3 ]

Youse soro

View east from stepr of ¥orris
%0 Market 3Squars.

Eeo. 18
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THE GERMANTOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

5214 Germantown Av., Plaila&elplxia

Wben In the last year of the last

century a group of German-
town citizens became interested in the
forming of an organization to spread
knowledge of and increase interest in
the very unusual background of history
still existing in this community. Ger-
mantown was then much less part of a
great city and had a distinctly quaint
old-time atmosphere, which has, alas,
each year grown less!

The organization, named the German-
town Site and Relic Society, was offi-
cially launched on November 30, 1900,
with Mr. Charles J. Wister as president,
and Mr. Charles F. Jenkins secretary.

Wbere The first museum of the So-

ciety was opened in the old
Concord School House in February,
1903, moving in 1907 to Vernon, the old
Wister property in Vernon Park, where
the collection of Germantown relics in-
creased in size and interest. In 1927 the
Society moved to the Hacker House, at
}5’214 ermantown Avenue, its present

ome,



This fine old residence, built in 1772
by Wm. Forbes, was presented to the
Society by Edward I. H. Howell and
his cousin, Mrs. Susan Hacker Bodine.
At this time the name was changed to
the Germantown Historical Society.

Wbdt The Museum building now

houses a really rare collection
bearing entirely on Germantown’s his-
tory and growth, '

The original land grant from William
Penn to Pastorius dated 1689 is there,
also—

Two portraits by Charles Willson
Peale; a wooden figure, painted by
Major André for use as decoration at
the Meschianza.

An interesting gate-legged table
which, tradition says, was used in
Market Square to spread feasts for
visiting Indians.

An original Sauer Bible and other
books from the press of this earliest
of Colonial printers—-to mention but
a few of the Society’s unique treas-
ures.

The library of the Historical Society
is the largest and most comprehensive
collection of books and pamphlets about
Germantown history and is rich in gene-
alogical records. Every Tuesday after-
noon the scholarly librarian of the So-
ciety is at the Museum. .

The lovely garden is regaining each
year more of its old-time charm. Each
spring is given a Garden Tea.

€

mam— ——

There are issued from time to time
publications of historic value and inter-
est which are mailed to the members.

The Guide Book to Historic German-
town, by Charles F. Jenkins, published
by the Society, is at all times on sale for
a nominal sum at the Museum,

Each year is sponsored a series of lec-
tures and entertainments of historical
significance for its members, and in the
Fall a conducted tour through some in-
teresting and historic section not too
distant.

The Museum is open every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday from 1:00 to
5:00 P. M. through the duration, when
the curator will gladly give further in-
formation.

Wb}l The when, where, what of the
Germantown Historical Society
—its history, location and possessions
—lead to the why of membership.

In a community such as Germantown
education for the future is a perpetual
duty. Each generation must be helped
to be historically conscious, proud of
the heritage of its past.

To assure this a vital organization
with a large and representative member-
ship is increasingly necessary. The cost
of membership is small, the effect of
membership is great both for today and
for the future. Application may be sent
to Chairman of Membership Committee.

Join the Germantown Historical So-
ciety NOW!

e
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