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IN ' 0-'=11 
DENVER 

'("'\o G 

United States Department of the Interior 
e SERVICE CENTER 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30 
INDE 

Memorandum 

NATJOI\'AL PARK SERVICE 

INDEPENDENCE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
311·313 WALNUT STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

May 7, 1975 

To: l!eter Snel~Penver Service Center 

From: Superintendent, Independence 

MAY 9 .•75 

Manaaer DSC 
As50c. Mqr., Prod. 

Assoe:Mar. Prof.Sun•!. 
L ''learn Manager.:{ .' ' ;'.J 

Chief Aan11in<1 
Chief Desian 
Chief Construction 
Chief Graphic Svs. 
Chief Survevs 
Chief Contract Admin . 
Chil?f Ad min .S:Crv~. 
Acfmin.,.il<imt. Sore. 
Ef.O Officer 
Cht~f Ou::ilit" Control 
W•\SO-Liaison 

:AMinn: 

Subject: Interim Archeological Report - Deshler-Morris House 

Please find attached a copy of Dan Crozier's interim archeological 

report· for work done on the 1850 and 1856 sections of the Deshler-

Morris House. We think the first two paragraphs of Dan's letter 

are self-expl<natory. 

&tin 
G. Cawood 

Enclosure 

cc: 
Dan Crozier 

Plf.ASE RETURN 10: •• T 

Sa\'e E11erKY a11d You Se/'\'e America! 

1£CMNICAL INFO~t~~}.1.~~~ Cr:N 't.R 
OEN\IER SERViC:i::. CtrH c.1\ 

N}X~ IONAL P~R\\ SERVICE 
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TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19122 

1-

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

~c r//>.,-
Dr. John L. Co-t<er . 
Regional Archaeologist 
Northeast Region 
National Park Service 
143 Soutn Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 

Dear Dr. Cotter: 

March 17, 1975 

• 
Please be advised that the comprehensive 

investigative phase of our archaeological investigations 
at the Deshler-Morris House is concluded, within the terms 
of Professional Services Contract #CX-4000-5-0012. Several 
areas within and exterior to the house will be examined as 
exposed by the contractor, R.S. Cook and Associates, Inc. 
Contractor Gary Rossmann will advise when our services 
are required. 

Mr. Rossmann, in consultation with plumbing 
contractor John R. Morris, has requE3ted that we rlo not 
backfill above and peripheral to that bricklined structure 
located beneath the brick sidewalk south of the 1750 section. 
We have also been requested not to return brick to a small 
exterior area west of the 1880 section. All other excavated 
areas exterior to the house and in the 1850 section have 
been backfilled and bricks replaced. Please note that we 
had not been advised as to the treatment we should afford 
that bricklined structur~ located beneath the 1880 section, 
nor the disposition of ash which was removed from that 
structure. Bagged ash is presently neatly aligned on walk 
and wall areas west of the 1880 section; certainly the 
contractor could remove it along with demolition rubble, 
or perhaps utilize it as fill or bedding for sidewalk areas, 
should you so designate. 

I realize that all persons concerned with the 
Bicentennial projects have very heavy work loads and full 
schedules. I therefore would suggest the following: should 
interpretive personnel not be able to ma~e recommendations 
in the near future as to potential restoration of that· 
brick lined structure located beneath the floor of the 
1880 section, excavated areas peripheral to that structure 
could be backfilled. The total structure can be considered 



Dr. John L. Cotter 
March 17, 1975 
Page 2 

at a later date. I would recommend however that your 
engineers examine the structure, affording treatment, 
should it be necessary, to prevent possible collapse. 

We have sincerely enjoyed archaeologically 
investigating portions of the Deshler-Morris House. Should 
questions arise regarding those investigations, please 
call my home at 1-723-4060. Please find enclosed copy of 
correspondence with Mr. Rossmann. 

DGC:dw 
Enclosure 

Thank you. 

cc: Mr. Hobart Cawood 

Sincerely, 
/ . 
, ,.. . L 

/'~'-'~ 

Daniel G. Crozier 
Research Assbciate 

• 



TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF lllHRAL ARTS 

PHILADEU'HIA, PENNS't I.VANIA 101zz 

otr.\RTMENT OF .\11.TllROrOLOt.Y 

/Ylr. Gary Rossmann 
R.S. Cook and Assoc., Inc. 
1022 Spring Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Rossmann: 

March 17, 1975 

19130 

Per your request, please find enclosed 
photographs of the Deshler~morris House exterior and 
portions of the interior of the 1850 and 1880 sections. 
I have peid fpr the processing of the photographs, see 
enclosed receipt. 

. In accordance with our discussions this past 
week, you will advise (by calling 1-723-4060) at the 
earliest opportunity regarding my examination of certain 
areas to be disturbed within and exterior to the Deshler­
/Ylorris House. Those areas are: 

1. That area beneath the conc12te slab located in 
the northwest quadrant of the 1850 3ection interior. 

2. That area beneath the concrete slab located 
exterior to the west wall of the 1880 section. 

3. Those areas of the basement floor of the 1750 
and 1772 sections, as exposed to receive support 
pillars. 

4. That exterior area immediately east of the south 
exit of the 1750 section. 

Thank you. 

DGC:dw 
,, Enclosures 

cc: Dr. John Cotter 
Mr. Hobart Cawood 

Sincerely, 

Daniel G. Crozier 
Research Associate 
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Fig. 7. Interior 1880 section, SE quadrant, view south 

Fi:. e . vim.tJ east. 
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FiJ. 9. Exterior, 1880 section west side, vietU nortti 
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fig. 10. Exterior, 1880 section, west side, view nortli. 
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Fig. 11. Exterior 1850 section, south side view east 
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Exterior 1750 section, south side, view north 
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fig. 19 Interior 1850 section SE quadrant, view south 

f i 'J 20. Interior, 19~0 section, NE quadrant, view north. 
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TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 

PHILADELPHIA. PENN~' LVANIA J"lZZ .. 
Dfl'\kT\tf:.Sl Of· ;\!1.TIUUJl'UlllV\' May 1, 1975 

Mr. Hobart Cawood, Superintendent 
Independence Natiohal Historical Park 
National Park Service 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 

Dear Mr. Cawood: 

In accordance with our telephone conversation 
of April 18 and an April 28 request by Mr. Peter Snell, 
I here forward an overview of archaeological findings as 
recorded from within the 1850 and 1855 Sections of the 
Deshler-Morris ' House, Independence National Historical 
Park, Germantown; Professional Services Contract Number 
CX4000-5-0012. I also include several photographs of 
the Deshler-Morris House exterior . 

Please be advised that drawings, photographs, 
and interpretations are not final; a comprehensive 
report of our findings will be forwarded tre Regional 
Archaealagi.st in the futt-re, within the terms cf the 
contractual arrangements Dr. JJhn L. Co•ter was not in 
Philadelphia during our original discussions, thus I 
am Forwarding you these preliminary Findings far your 
disposition. 

In accordance with my February 28 proposal 
concerning continued archaeological investigations at 
the D~shler-Mairis House, Change Order ~o. 1, march 7, 
i975, ~as incorporated into Professional Services Con­
tract Number CX4000-5-0012. Examination of that ground 
area beneath the floor of the 1850 and 1856 Sections 
was initiated, prior to restoration activities. Floor­
ing, sub-floor portland cement, and a portion of 
twentieth century concrete were removed to facilitzte 
investigative efforts, see Figures 4-S. Rubble was 
removed and the area in question was investigated. A 
brick structure was exposed (the primary purpose of 
this correspondence), and necessary records obtained, 
see figures 1-7: interpretive personnel examined t~e 
structure in that stage of archaeological investigation 
as noted in Figures 6 and 7. Continued investigations 
awaited the removal of concrete by the contractor, from 

I 

r 
I 



Mr. Hobart Cawood 
May 1, 1975 
Page 2 

the northwest portion of those sections under consideration; 
such investigations were concluded April 18. 

It would appear that that brick structure (support 
platform?) uncovered within the 1850 Section, see figures 
1-3, 4-9, was not constructed prior to 1850. Rubble located 
beneath the western and southern portions of the structure 
appeared to be fragmentary portions of the original 1850 
Section, west wall, and perhaps rubble associated with 1909 
construction activities as well; comparative studies of 
constructional materials and ash recovered during our investi­
gations have not been completed. In attempting to establish 
relative dates, it must be noted that a lead pipe passes 
beneath this portion of the brick structure, appearing to be 
intrusive. Functional aspects of the structure have not been 
researched to date by this investigator, thus suggest your 
personnel provide an interpretation should such an approach 
be warranted at this time. 

Those photographs of the Deshler-Morris House 
exterior, figures 11-14, were provided by the morris family. 
A number of original photographs have been donated to the 
project, and will be forwarded to you in the near future. 

If I can be of further assistance, please 
advise. 

DGC:dw 
cc: Dr. John L. Cotter 

Regional Archaeologist 

Sincerely, 

Daniel G. Crozier 
Research Associate 

-~~----~-'-
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Fig. 5. 

De s hler-Morris House, 1650 end 1855 
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Sections, floor removed exoosing con­
crete slab. Concrete covers brick 
structure. 
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Fig. 11 Deshler-Morris House 
date, 1885. 
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view northeast Photograph 
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Fig. 12. Deshler-Morris House, south side, 1750 Section. 
Note in particular the basement entrance area. 
Photograph date, 188 5 . 

. . 



Fig. 14. 

1 3 

Deshler--Morris House, view northeast. Date of 
Photograph unknown; documentyry evidences indicate 
a date of 1868 to 1880. 
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Fig. 13. 

1 2 

Deshler-Morris House, south side, view west. 
Note in particular the basement entrance area 
and location.of cistern uncovered during 1975 
archaeological investigations. Photograph 
date, 1882. 
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