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“ mom:mrmm _ |
"16 L nnt tho sidmlka bo rutord t© tho:lr appearance and

eouposition of tho 1834 p-tiod (curbstoves, oquu-o fhgstono paving),
lnd thtt pmont widtht b‘ ldhmd to north, mth. and weat of the
nmmgo Mming. RS

2. ' !Mt tho utorior and intorior walks around the porticu be

, mtnn&. ' It uy h ueuury to phn the outer edge of the exterior
Aulk tm t‘ut Mther t’ro- the hue of the portico than it was in 1834,
80 as h lnn uadisturhd tbc 1ine of curb along ‘the Walout Street .

lidcu‘k&k ' Il ﬂn .m of Minito cvidcneo nhout the mterinh
uud iu thc imm' ulk or stop it should be manatructod of marble
-uhing that ot the mnding ' ,

3." o nm the .nu betveen the mrth tuado,/of th¢ &:chango
and the mrth huuding line of Lot (A) be paved with f1lagstones.

. 7 nm s rov of eight deciduous trm be planted along the
ntor «lgc et‘ tho hlaut Street sidmlk tnd that iu the interest of
hhioricul ucumy no trees be phntcd vithin sixtoon feet of the

Eu!m:gc huilding'a north vnu or alcag ﬂn Dock Str«t curb.

St e e e e A
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HIHTRICAL ASSOCIATIONS AND
EVALUATION 5F SIGNTFICANCE

The lots bounded by Third, :“alnut and Lock streets which
now form the grounds of the Philadelphia !xchange were granted to
various individuals by Fenn's commissioners in the 1690's. The lot
owners began improving their property during the second decade of the
18th Century, and, as the ccntéry progressed an¢ the city grew and
lpriad westward from the Uglayarg, this small, irregsularly shaped block
gradually became "encumbered by an uncouth zass ol buildings angular,
unsightly, misshapen, a proverbinl dofbrmity...”l This was its cone

dition when, in September and October, 1831, most of the property in

_ the block vas purchased by the trustees of the Philadelphia Morchants'

Exchange Caapany and the buildings on it razed to make way for the
Exchange building.

Few porscns of historic importance were associnted with the
block during the years between 1690 and 1831, Yo historic eventa took
place in the buildings which stcod on the property. e only persons
of historic note who resided on it were Thomas Fitzaimons, a nenber of
the Constitutional Convention, and :ade llampton, a !nited :tateo-;ﬁngae“*q*“"1
ater from South Carolina, Fitzsimons lived at 71 #alaut >treet in "Q‘ ‘D‘P )
1788, prior to his lcrvice.in the Convention; Hampton lived at 77 5>\<?
dglnut Street during his two years in the inited 5States senats.

1,
The Daily Azerican Advertiser, January 3, 1833,
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Sincc 1831. vhcn eonstmction of the kxchange began, the
‘ promrty u-wnd it m bun dominated by the building itself. As
 '*"° Hatorie btructun Report for that building pointed out, the
' E:changc is of locnl rather than utioml importance historically,
. ‘Nt is of grut i-portancu mhitoctunny, and its retnetion is proe
vided for in Pnbnc Lav 795. The ground: form and have furmed since
1831,_. the utun; 15 vhich- tho bﬁilding staﬁds. m.y' are considered

to be an uamﬂaiip"ﬂ of any effort to preserve and restore it.
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JUSTIFICATION OF USE 7

Restoration and development of the grounds of the hila-

delphia Exchange is a necessary part of the restoration of the building.
If the visitor is to realisze to the full the architectural perfection
of tho‘building he must see it as nearly as possible in the setting in
which it stood when first erected. Fortunately, it is possible to
recapture the essential landscape elements of this setting, partice
ularly since the gruunds are small in size and~a;o ¢ivorced from the
rest of Area "A® of Independence National Historical Park by Third
Strest and by ock Strest. Thus, it should be possible to recreate
the 1834 landscape patterns of this block without disturbing the 18th

Century atrosphere of the remainder of Area A.
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DOCUMBNTARY »TULY

The grounds of the Philadelphia kxchange were assembled by
the Philadelphia Herchants' Exchange Company through the purchase of
12 separate lots. Acquisition of the property was completed in
October, 1831, It then consisted of:

- "All tiat Certain lot...leginning :t the pt, of
intersection of the east side of Third bStreet w/ the
north side of Walnut street thence extg. northward
along the east side of Third otreet 111' 5" to a pt,
thence sastward by grouad of estate of Yoro 'hillips
deceased 50' to a pt, thence northward still by said

. last mentioned ground 16' 7 1/2" to the south westerly
side of Dock Street thence South eastwardly alon; Lock
Street 95' 8" to a pt. at an angle in said Pock Street
thence further south eastwardly still along the saic side
of Dock otreet 100' 2" to the north side of ¥alaut sStreet
and thence westward aiong ¥alnut btreet 198" 8" t5 the
phc. of b.ginniﬂs.oo . .

Shortiy af ter Harch 8, 1832, the :xchange Company surrendered

%o puhlié use a triangular plot of ground at the intersection of lock
and Halnnt}neasuring §8 feet 9 inches on Lock, 30 feet 8 inches (or
38 feet 8 inches) on Walnut, and 48 feet 9 1/2 inches on the remaining
side (see Illustration No. 1), This lot, Lot (C) in the illustration,
wvas incorporated into Lock Street., Therefore, it had no landscape
features other than those of Dock Street itiolf, and can be ignored

insofar as this report is concemed,

.2,
Thus described in a deed dated Jume 29, 1900, A survey dated
December 26, 1331 found ian the office of the 3d Survey Listrict,
City of Philadelphia gives the same dimensions except for that
on Yalnut Street, wiiich it gives as 190 feet 8 inches, This is
probably the correct figure; the deed seexs to be in error.
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The portion ot-tho Exchange property remaining after the
surrender of Lot (C) remained unchanged in sisze until 1929, when the
proporty ut'thc intersection of Dnck and Third Streets, designated as
Lot (B) on the 111ustr:t;oa,'uaa adied to ft. Lot (B), then, was not
a par; of the ixchange grounds in 1832, Horeover, at least by 1838
and probably earlier, all of Lot (B) except a stripy seven feet wide
ilong its eastern edge was taken up by a four story brick building,
so that it could have had few landsacape features save sidewalks,

He have very little documentary evidence of Lot (A)'s
landscape features in the ye-ri following completion of the Ex:hadgi
in 1834. Most of the data below was derived from a study of contese :
~ porary prints and photogriphs.

1. Riﬂthrof Eﬁlkl and Streets ’

The Philadelphia Exchange, 95 feet wide by 150 feet long,
cocﬁs to have besn built right up against the Third Street and
Walnut Street property lines of lot (A)e since these were 50
foot streets, and as three-fifths of tﬁc streets of tais width
were paved and two={ifths were devoted to walks, the walks along
Third and ialnut Streets w§re problﬁly about 10 feet wide, This
was probably true also for the Third Street sidewalk next to Lot
(B)e Tnis width coincides rouéhly with the pfcsent width of

these wzlks, which is about 12 feet, and the 2 foot discrepancy
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may be the result of errors in original surveys or to reereg-
ulation of the streets.

The Dock Street facade, however, vas well back {rom the
.property line, Here the walk was in two levels. The outer

level wvas a contiauation of the “alnut Street sidewalk., Ve

have no documentary evidence of its width, but various prints and
photographs indicate that its outer edge followed the curve of the
portico, Begimning at the southeast corner of the rectangular
portion of the txchange (114 feet east of thae Third street prope
erty line) it sens to haQo'forncd a half circle whose radius
was 57 feet 8 inches (half of the width of the exchange plus the
width of the Halout Street sidewalk)., The inner level, perhaps
more nearly a broad step than a sidewalk, was higher than the
| outer. It, too, was in the form ol am arc, and its outer edge
followed the curve of'the portico of the building at a distance
equal to the width of the circular stairs. (See Illustrations
Nos, 4=3),

The north wall of the Exchange was also well back {rom the
north property line of Lot (A)., The westernmost 50 feof of the
wvall was 16 feet 9 inches from the south line éf Lot (3). The
_rtmaining 64 feet of the wall was sepsrated from lock btreet by
a trianjgular piece of ground measuring about 33 feet Ly 64 feet

by 76 feet. (See Illustration “e. 1), At its intersection



Chapter II
Section 3
Page 4
with Third Street, Dock utreet was, in the 1790's, about 9§
feet vide, and is now 92,890 feet vﬁo. At its intersection
with ¥alnmut, Lock was about 120 feet .vide, and i» now 160,70
foat in width.,® There is no evidence as té the width of the
Dock Street sidewalk in 1834. It is now about 15 feet wide.
2, Paving Materials: |
All views show that the sidmlﬁs around the kxchange were
edged with curbstnnes, The 1840 engraving of .the ixchange (see
Illustrations Yos. 4 and 5) and a photograph tak;n about 1890,
M magnified, (see Illustration No, 8),show that the oater walk

bd‘orp the portico was paved with square flagstones. The same

_type of paving was no doubt used {or the other sidewalls as well,

None of the views give an indication of the material used in

paving the imner walk or step around the portico; 1t. nay have been

of urhlc.to match the material of which the building was constructed.
There ia no direct evidence as to whaether or not the arsa

between the north facade of the Exchange and the nogrth property |

line of Lot (A) was paved, lowever, in 1834 and for years there=

after the United States Post ffice occupied the first flinor,

north side, of thcA Exchange, and its main entrance was at the

center of the north wall, It i{s, therelore, very probadle that

50 .
Present widths taken from 1950 Survey. ['iscrepancy in the wicth
at Third may be cue to errors in early surveys. The discrepancy
in width at %alnut is in part accounted for by the surrender of
30 feet 8 inches or 38 feet 8 inches of property by the xchange
Company. The neasurements are from property line to propert
1line, &mb ta2 curb.

*
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heavy use diétated the paving of this entire area between
building and property line, and, if so, probably the paving
raterial used was flagstone, The only pictorial evidence
for this area is a late 19th Century photograph (see Illuse
tration Yo, 7) which shows that it was then paved.

- Lock Street, was, as the views show, paved with pebble-
stones or cobblestones in 1834 and for many years thereafl ter,
Views of that period also show a walk two flagstones wide across
lLock Street at Walnut., The south edge of the walk seems to be
in 1ine with the ialnut Street curb, A walk une flagatnna in

width ran from the curd in front of the portico to the suouthwest

" corner of Dock and Halnuf (see [1lustration Yo, 4). Thc.early

views do not show other cross walks in the vicinity of the Lxchange.
However, the late 19th Century photograph seems to show a flagstone
walk three stones wide, leading to the corner of lDock and Moravian
Stroets; which may well date {rom the period just after construction
of the building, There were also, probably, flagstone walks across
Lock at its intersection with Third, and across both Third and Halnut
at the intersection of those streets,
3. Trees and shrubs:

Shortly af ter completion of.the kxchance a row of trees was
planted along the edge of the walnut Strect sicewalk, A print
by a enntemperary artist shows six (see !1lustration No. 2); an

1840 map of Philadelphia siows eight (see illustration No. 3).

e e TN emeT mmmerem s e me e a g oo o Ve e . R L T i



Chapter II

Section 3

Page 6
deither these views nor those photographs which also show the
same trees give any indication of type, other than that they

vere deciduous. The early vicew also seems to show trees in the

" area north of the E'afc-hango, tut details of this print are of

douhtful" accuracy. Other than this, there is no evidence of -
trooi or shrﬁba on t& north side north of the Exchange property.
4, 'Hiuilhnoém LiMlcapc features:

Iﬁ the 1750% tborc wvas & street light ot the corner of

- Third and %almut and a pump a few feet down Yalnut from the corner

of Thirde The street light may have survived until after the

erection of the Exchange, the pump probably did not.

‘mc-‘.o-arly views of the Exchinge show two miscellanecus lande
scape features. A 19th Century view (see Illustration No. 2),

shows a rov of awmning poats interspersed with the row of trees

_ along Yalnut Street. Another print (see [1lustration No. 4)

shovs tree boxes in use on Walnut Street.

Three landscape features appear in later photograihs.
Photographs taken in 1869 and around 1890 (see Illustrations
Nos., 8 and 8) show two lamp posts on the eige of the sidewalk

in froat ef’ the mtiw and a horse trough nearby.




The Philadelphia Exchange about 1838,
by a 19th Century artist,

Chapter I1
Illustration No, 2
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I1lustration No. 3

The Philadelphia Exchange in 1840,
enlargement {rom a map of the city,
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View of the Philadelphia Exchange in 1840,
engraved by J. T. Bowen,
Photo taken from Vicholas ¥ainwright's

Philadelphia in the Domantic Age of Lithography,
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Enlargenent of Illustration No, 4,
YNote the characteristics of the paving
in front of the portico of the ixchange,
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The Philadelphia Exchange in June, 1869,
Photo courtesy of Free Library of Philadelphia.
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The Fhiladelphia Exchange about 1890,
fhoto courtesy of Free Library of Ihiladelphia.
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: The Phihd.lphh Exchange about 1890,
l'hoto emxrtuy of Historical society of Penasylvania.
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EKISTING LANDSCAPE FEATURES
| The present paving of the falnut Street and Third street
aidﬁuik:"m mmu«z after '1‘;)00‘. The paving arounc the Dock
Street portico very probably dates from the erection of the market
sheds in the 1930's; the rest of tb§ paving along bDock Street was
' hutnl]pd no arllier‘ than 1900,  The paving pow in place in lock
 Street dates from no earlier than the late 19th Century (see Illuse

‘ tﬂt‘im oo 6).
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AISTRIC LA\DSCAZING
The historic landscaping of the block in which the Fhilae
delphia Exchange stands is discussed in detail in Chapter II, Section
3, of this report. It consisted ofs
) P Sid«;lks:
These bardered the entire block, and the outer edges vere
hound.d"by enrb.tcnos; They were paved with square mgstonoa.
The Ualmtt and Third btrut walks were about 10 feet wide; the
Dock Street valk probably about 15 feet wide. A curved sidevalk
| and a curved hmr valk or step enclosed the portico of the
Kwehnngc. " Dock Street was paved with cobble;tpnes and crossed
by lagstone walks at the intersections.
3. tTrees: | |
Shortly after 1834 a row of eight deciduous troes was
planted along the ¥almut Street curb. These trees remained
until after 1869, "
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. E!IST% SRUI:NR&S

‘lha-- are no cxi:ting historic structures nther than the
mhango itulf' on tm mmd: or the Philadelphia Exchange.
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#ISTIZIC STRUCTURES
Other than the Fxchangs, the only structurs within the
present grounds of the Exchange after 1834 was the bullding on Lot
(B). fuilt prior to 1838f it was four and later five stories high,
43 feet on Third Street, 54 feet on [ock, 17 fest 6 inches on the east
line and 46 feet on the south line. It was devoid of historic

aigniticanco. '
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STUDY 2F THE ARCHEDLIGICAL
EVIDENCE

There is no archeclogical evidence.
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PREVIOUS ARCHEILOGICAL REPYRTS
RBLATING T THE PROJECT

None.
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FURTHER R¥SEARCH NEZEDED

No archeological research is recommanded for the present,

then Dock Street is closed it is recommended that investigation of
areas of the street bed shown by exiating plans- and historical re-
search to have been undisturbed by utility lincs, sewers snd aso fuorth

be undertaken to locate any remaining evidences of historic paving.




