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This interim historic structures report has been propared
a8 a necessary preliasinary to the eclsaning of the marblevork and
rehabilitation and/or restoration of the doors and windows of the
Philadelphia (Marehants') Exchange. The historical data sectioa oute
1lines the steps to be taken in cleaning the building's marblework aad
in offecting an suthentic restoration of its doors and windowa. These

measures wuld censtitute a partial stsp in restoring the Exchange's

exterior to its original sppearasnce, as recomsended in the approved
Purt I Historie Building Report,

The measures for cleaning the building's marblework and for
restoring the windows and mh doors of the norfh and south walls and
those viadows and sash doors of the east and wast walls whose opemings
have mot beea altersd in sise can be carried out independent of and in
advance of the general restoration, and it is recommended that this
work be done. The measures for restoration of those doors and windows
of the east and wast facades which have been altered in sise or which
did not exist ia the ariginal btuilding will involve much structural
work, It is recommsnded, therefore, that replacement of those sections
which have been altered be deferred until the general axterior restoree
tion is undertaken, As an interim measure it is recommended that sash
approximating the appearance of the original be installed,

It should be meted that during a field visit September 24,
1959, the Director rendered a decision that a first step in dealing
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with the exterior of the building shall consist of "fmmediate action
by EDDC to prepare required design and working drawings, together with
bid specifications for the rehabilitation, replacement, and/or restor=

 ation of all exterior aill work involving windows and doors, together

with ut&ior cleaning and waterproofing,” and that as a second step
®action will be takea to complete the plansg for the balance of the
extericr rehabilitation and/or restoration work in order that sume can
be programned and finsnced for exscution as soon as possible,.”
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HISTORICAL DATA ON EXTERIOR
STONEWORK, DOORS AND WINDOWS

Exterior Stonswork
The Board of Managers of the Philadelphia Merchants®' Exchange
Company om December 6, 1832, described the building then taking form in

these terms:

About the 10%P of March, (barely nine months ago,)
our masons commenced those aubstantial foundations,
and behold in that short period 2,200 perches of
stone and 900,000 bricks have been 1laid, besides
thousands of cubic fest of marble then in a quarry,
hewn and fitted to give brilliance and beauty to ocur
edifice.

This waa sof t Pennsylvania marble, Through the years since
1834 this stonework has deteriorated greatly, and today possesses none
of its original polished beauty. As described in chapter III, section

2, ppo 152, of the Historic Building Report:

The elements have eroded the soft Pennsylvania
blue marble facing of the exterior walls until large
sections of water tables and drips have disintegrated,
pernitting water to run down the walls and seep into
the masonry jointa (see Plate Nos, 21 and 22), Uhere
layers of soot and dust adhere to the marble they form
a wick wvhich absorbs and holds acids from the air and
intensifies their corrosive action. Over the years
this has resulted in the disintegration of large areas
of the marble surfaces....

. Doors and Windows
The doors and windows presently in place are totally differ=
ent from those installed originally in the Philadelphia Exchange. In

several guu windows exist today where ariginally there wers none
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The Exchange was rebuilt im 1902, Prior to the rebuilding,

there vere thirteen recessed pansls in the cast facade's third story
where windows are now located. [Luring the course of the work, the
two cutermost of these panels were removed, the openings cnlarged, and
windows installed,(aee Plate No, 8, Chapter III of the Historic Build-

ing Report). Sometime 1later nine of the remaining panol openings were

also converted. Thess eleven windows are still inm place, s 1§0C

BV 2%

=
During the 1922 alterations, the two doors at the head of %%
the exterior ataircases were replaced by windows of smaller dimensions pM ,5

(compare Plates Nos, 1 and 2 with Plate No, 15, Chapter III of the
Historic Building Repart). These windows are still in place.

" Ustil 1902 thers vers eleven windows under the east portico
of a sise which in the words of a contemporary were "used as doorwvays®
(J. C. Myers, Sketches om a Tour of the Northers and fastern States).

During the work of that year marble panels were inserted in the bottom
of nine of these windows and smller frames and sashss were installed,
The remaining two vindows umder the portico were replaced by a combined
door and window installation (compare Plates Nos. 3 and 15, Chapter IIIX
of the Histerie Building Repert).

During the 1902 rebuilding, the doors of the eaat facade's
first floor vere fophend by doors of a different design which in their
turn ware removed in 1822 vhen market sheds vere installed on that eund
ofthmm. The orizinal doors as described in the 1334 survey
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vere “folding sash doors with glass 6-1/2 & 8-1/2 by 15, These doors
1ad into a “vestibale within each also with folding sash doors.” The
oeriginal doors can be seen in Illustration Neo, 5, Chapter II of the
Historic Groumds Report for Philsdelphia Exchange, and Plates 1 and 8,
Chapter III of the Historic Building Report. '

Originally there vm eight windows, four doors and a center
entranceway in the uﬁmug'. first floor west facade. All of the orie
ginal doors and sashes have been replaced. Two af the doorways and
two of the window openings flanking the entranceway were eliminated
when the vestibule wall vas altered, probably im 1502 (I1llus tration No.
2, Chapter II sad Plate 4, Chapter III of the Historic Building Repert),
The sash doors of the west facads were identical to those of the east
facade, Hithin the west facade'’s portico oa Loth the second and third
floors there were originally tripartite windows flanked on oither side
b7 single windows. At same later date, probably 1903, two additional
windovs wers Wa sach floor, one oa either side of the tripartite
window (Tllustration Mo. 3, Chapter II and Flate No. 4, Chapter IIX of
the Historiec Building Report). All of the originmal window sash of this
facads, including the four tripartite windows flanking the portice, was
long ago replaced, ’

The thres tiers of tripartite openings originally proy@d in
the north and south walls of the building remaian, Each of thoaQon the
firast f1loor enclosed a folding sash door idemtical to those in the

tmilding's facades flanked by windows, Those openings of the secomd
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and third flsors contained windows (Plats No, 3, Chapter III, of the
Historic Building Report).
The panes of the first floor windows were 12 inghes by 18
inches., The panes of the second floor windows vere 13 inches by 18
inches. No ghu. sizses are given in the insurance surveys for the
third f1loor windows, |
All prints and pho’tognphlhf the building antedating 1903

shuthdmatohanhupmucdatmboﬂu.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RBCOMMENDATIONS

Prom the foregoing it can he seen that the appearance of ths
Exchange has been appreciably altersd in the past cemtuary.

1. The once glisteaning marblework has become grimy and de-
cayed, |

2. Vindow and door openings in the east and vest walls have
besn s0 altered that the character of the entire bullding has been
changed.

The approved Historic Biilding Report for this structure
recomnends that as part of a general restoration the exterior marblee
work be clesned and sealed and the doors and windows Le reatored to
their historic appearmice., Recammendations as to the steps to be taken
in cleaning and sealing the marblework vere contained in our sesorandum
of September 14,

e carrying out of the recommendation for restoration of the
| doors and windows to their historic appearance will involve the followe
ing measures: '

1. EReplacing the outermost windows of the east {acade's
second story with doors of the same dimensions ami appearance as the
eriginals,

2. Ealarging the eleven window openings under the east pore
tico to thelr original sise and installing nev sash of the same dimen-

sions and appearance as the originals,
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3. Restoratinn of the step within each door opemning of the
east facade's first floor,
4. Installation in the east facade's first floor of folding
sash doors of the same Gimensions and appearance as the originals,
S. Restoration of the west facade's original first floor
wall and the doors and windows which flanked the original entranceway.
6. WNalling up the four vindows which flank the tripartite
windows within the west facade's portice,
T« ¥Walling up the eleven windows of the east facade's third

story with marblevork of the same dimensions and appearsnce as the orie

ginals. ) |
8, Replacement of all other doors and windows with folding
sash doors or vindow sash of the same dimemsions and appearance as the
originals. |




