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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
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FAME AND NUMBER
OF BUTLDING

Philadelphia (Marchantd) Hxchenge, 131el41 South Third
Street, Building No. 4. ‘
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FROPOSED USE OF
AlD JUSTIFICATION

mmwa'wmmmmmumro:m
as an office building housing EODC and Reglon V Gffice. |

Restoration of the exterior remains to be done, It will ine
volve the following works |

1. Recmstruction of the lantern which was so important an
eloment in the design of the building. |

2. Reconstruction of the extericr staircases £lanking the
portico, including the 1ions.

3. Restoration of dameged or defaced marble vork.

4, Replacement of water tables and drips.

S. Cleening snd sealing of all marble work.

6. Restoration of windows and doars to their historic size

apd appearance,
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Section 3
FROVISION FOR OPERATING BOUSE l
Being opers
ted and maintained jointly by the Region V

Gffice and ECDC,
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ESTDATE OF COST
OF REHABILITATION

$297,200,
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CHAPTER I :
BISTORICAL DATA -~

Frepared by Bistorian Devid A. Kirball
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| Research completed since preyarsticn of the Historic Buillding
Report, Part I, snd the Interim Historic Structures Repart, Part IX, for
the Philadelphia (Merchanta®’) Exchangs has yielded little new evidence
mmmmsamimmamw. The few additions to and
corrections in the earlier reports made possible by this new evidence

- follov.

The design for the Swhange wes the product of a competition in
vhich nine designs were submitted) The first premiuz of one hundred dole
lars was, of course, won by William Stricklands the second premius of
£17ty dollars vas von by John Havilaod.? |

According to Daniel Bowen, writing in 1839, "the marble pavement,
bencath the portico (at the second flcor level] an the east froat has been
removed, and one of asphaltus end ormamental pebbles substituted."3

The two docrs at the head of the extericr staircsses of the east
facsde were replaced by doars of smmller dimensicns during the alterstions-
of 1902, instead of in 1522 as stated in the Interim Report, Part II (oee
Chapter III, Flste 8, of the Historic Building Report, Part I).

Tvo nineteenth cemtury vievs of the West (Third Street) Facade
of the Exchongs vhich vere coitted from Fart I are included among the illuse
trations of this report (see Illustrations Nos. 5 and 6). These confirm
the statements meds in the Interim Part IT report that there vere originally
oight vindows, four docrs and a center entrance in the first floor of this
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facade and that within the portico af the facada there were originally a
trijartite window flanked on eitbher side by single windows at both the

mmmm.“
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HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS
We have nothing to add to the material presented in Part I
of this report.
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EVALUATION OF HISTCRICAL
SICRIFICANCE
As vas pointed cut in Part I of this report, the Fhiladeljhis
(Morchanta®) Exchange 15 important for the beeuty of its design. The
Congress of the United States, in Public law £0-795, provided for its
preservation. As part of this preservation the exterior should be ree
stored so that the butlding will sppear sgain es it did from 1634 to 1650,
the yoars of its pristine beauty, |
A comgarison between Ilustretion No. 1, an 1840 view of the
W@,mmtmﬁo.z,emtmyhdmmg
'mmmmmwwmmvm,mummsm
Wmmmmmwng'sm; ‘meseommmmdm
mm,»mmh,ml,wmmx'mmas‘ronmss
1. (Recomstruction of the roof alreedy completed.]
2. The lantern to de reconstructed in accordance with M.
Murtaugh'e report...using permanent materials, possibly cast aluminum,
3. The mommental stairvey on the sides of the portico be ree
mmm,smm,wmwmmam.wm
Art Museum the Lions vhich nov are in the possessicn of the Museun be ree
stored to their historic location {flanking these stafrways].
h. where marble has been defaced as & result of the construction
of produce stalls or similar non-historic work, the marble be restored.
5. The water tables and drips be restaved.
6. All marble work be cleaped and sealod in orcer to arrest the
effects of the elements om it.
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T. All windows end doors be restored to their historic appeare

We concur in these reccumendaticus.

Specific recorpencations for cu'ryme; out the restoration of
the windows and doors to their historic appearance were presented in the
Interim Historic Structures Report, Fart II, Chapter II, Section 2. We
mwmﬂmmmm. Hmm,vemcmnendthatan
architectural investigation be undertaken to determine hather or Dot the -
four vindows vhich flank the tripartite windowswithin the west facade's
portico vere added after the erection of the bullding before they are
walled up.
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Chapter IXI
Notes

"ha meeting [of the Bourd of Mamapars of the Philodelphis Exchange]
is for the purpose of mroceeding with the axamination of the plans

offered for the Exchangs Building of which there are nine.” « T. A,
Alexander to William D. lewis, November 12, 1831, in Merchanta® Bxe
change Folder, Dreer Collection, Hiastoricel Soclety of Pamnsylvenis.

"Resolved that Meacrs Comly & Lewis...draw upon the Treasurer in
favor of the following persons...Vig

Willian Strickland for the first premiun for

plan of an Exchange H100
m&m 40 ae mm $m"

T. A, Alexsnder to Joseph Roberts, November 1831, in Girsxd FPapers,
Girard College. :

Daniel Bowen, H of Philadel wiih a Hotice o€ ¥ Ssee
(mm,‘%w”;,! a1, &2, Mo, vifh s Botics f Vil amanss

Both of these illustrations are inaccurate in scme details. For exsoe
e, neither showvs the steps leeding to ground level from the doors
alcng the north wall of the building. HMoreover, the pillars of the
portico tend to obocure the second end third floor windows. However,
it seems unlikely that both views, and the Glenn woodcut included as
Nlustration No. 3, Chapter XI, Part I, as well, would omit the two
additional windowvs now present in both the second and third floors of
the vest facade if they had been in place vhen the views vere preysred.
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Chapter II
INlustration No. 6
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West facado of the Fhiladelphia (Merchants')
Courtesy of Free Librery

of



