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1. SPTCIFIC LOCATION

L"O!m;g'
Y‘mwd States of .waerica

State, P‘ro*fmce, oy Region

L S U,

Cormawealth (State) of Pennsylvania

Yame of property

Tndependence Hall

Tricinally, this tnilding was the State House of the colonial Province

o i}can)l\'anla. After independence, in 1776, it vetained the s b
nane but served the State. Following the renoval of the State Ca ital B
from Philadelphia in 1799, the stiucture was known as tho Cld SZJ 2

Tk

2

iuse, The designations Mall, or Halls, of Independence, and,
alternatively, Independence Pall were acquired gradually. Independence
iall is the current usage. :
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.ilxact location en map and indication of gecgraphical co-crdinaczes

o~ g

G® §7' North Levitude, 75° 9' West Longitude

Irdependence Hall oscuplies an wmimabered site abutting on Chestnut
Street, ridvay betwzen Fifth and Sixth Streets, in the bieck bounded
by Chestnut, Walent, Fifth, and Sixth Streets, in the city of

ph Laiel;‘ua. This block, knewn as Independence Squite, is the
heundary of the nominated area.
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Yame of property

Tndependence Hall

Origi nallY, this tuilding was the State House of the colo

ol chrsyw'mla. After L.\.epemence, in 1776, it xet:s ine

name but served the State. Following the *eroval cf the
frem Philadelphia in 1793, the structure was known as the

fiouse, The designaticns Hall, or Halls, of Independence,

altematively, Independence Hall were acquired gradually.

iiall is the current usage.

nial Province
d the same
State Cepital
Cld State

uﬂ.d,
Independence

fxact Jlocation on map and indication of gecgraphical co-erdinates
36° 57' North Letituds, 75° 9' Wost Longitude
Irderendence Hall cocupies an tmmambered site sbutting on Chestnut
S reet, midvay botween Fifth and Sixth Streets, in the bleck bounded
Chestnut, Walrut, Fifth, and Sixth Streets, in the city of.
giladelphia. This block, knewn as Indepeadence Squire, is the
neundary of the noninated area,
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2. JURIDICAL DATA ' )

Indcrendonce Hall s the nucleous '.Jf Anuf‘p\ ndencs National ilistorical
Park. The structures and propert in the rarx mcst of vhich are
oper. ta the public, include, among Otﬂc"S those owned by the city
of Miladelphia but adrinistered by the National Park Scivics. 1
conzist of Inde cendence Hall, Cangress itall, 03d City iall, =
Iadependcnce S“' are, the plot of land cn which these buildings are
locas=d., The Americ an Fhilosophical Scciety holds title to

Phils "f'phlcal Hall, the only prlvatolv owned structure on Independence
. ave, but also operates Library Hall, on Faderal land across Fift!
treat,

In recont years, the Commonwealth of Pernsylvania has .crcate:i
Indeperzc‘zc;'me Mall in the 3 blocks directly north of Independence
Hall; the National Park Scrvice administers it.

Federaily cwned buildings in the park include the First and Second
Bamcs of the United States; the Deshler-Morris House, operated by the
Cermantown Historical Society; Todd House; Rish P White House; New Hallj
Penberton icuse; and the Philadelphia Exchange. Among those pri ivately
owned buildings whose owners have cooperativc agreements with the
Natic: ml Park Service are Carpenters® Hall, Christ Church, Gloria Del
(01d &twede's) Church, and Mikveh Israel Cemstery.

Public Law 795, 80th U.S. Co'zgreas, approved on June 28, 1943, created -
the park '‘for the purposc of preserving {or the tenefit of tnﬂ A'rcrmm
people...certain historical structures and preperties of outstanding
national significance located in Philadelphia, Fo "'lvzm*a, an
associzted with the American Revolution and the founding and crro “’c"x or
the Wiited States...." Its "adninistrat: ¢, protectica, md developnent®!

were t2 be "exercised wnder the directicn of the Secretary of the
.3

Interior by the National Park Service." TUstablishrent of a ;mr}\ adviscry
commission was also authorized, v
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& cooperative azre arent w:th the
14, 19 q, u:;”“ ngp for unA“i:tr

aencs Hi«] as a wunit of the Par
Yaocess ot oall reasonablie tires

" particular temns of the act, the Szcretar) of the
&)

properiy,' and that "o changes or alte
suildings and growids. | e cept by mutual
t fary of the Interior and the (City ¢# nh
: e Service assumed autedr of Independence Hoi! en
anuny 1 The building is +n the charge 0% Purk authoritios
and »ralf and is cpen to the public cvor, dsy of the yeor. ’

administration of the Fede:
PCi30ss Lho llghes“ Lv:l of protection available
in <he Unired States. Ordirarily, they are drmme to inte
exturnal private interests, bovn*nn\wga entities seekin: o o dify or
alver Lhe condition or surroundings of such grOter'ies must proceed
through designated administy ativa Chdrﬁnls whercty the interests of
]

the Nation and the affectsd publics w2y be fully considered.

Rer*rn_ ible ‘administratiocn

. Supecrintendent

Inm*“ﬂndcnce Naticnal Historical Park

31X Walnut Street
Philedelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

S
ment of the Interior
3.C
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vick structure wit! 'sf’.ic and

ndince Hall is 3 tus-story red
t 32 wnd continued

. Constructicon bepan eho
. The main bleck
r foundation and
15 aleng the front, or Chestaut Sive2d s
cnd of which accomwdates the main duar,

Twe story, hipped roof brick wings, koo as the Dast

br
Buihiing;s, flank the core structure and are joined to by e
of the same material. Wiile ruch of the main part of the kuiiding
is originzl, the present wings and arc ades, built in 1897-38, are
approdimite Tepresentations of leng-vaniss ned subsidiary structures
that housed offices and ¢ connecting passcyeways.

ower, attached to the Hall at the center rear (south),
¢s that facade. The structure's brick lower stages date
to the 1730's. The wooden steeple, which rises to a height of
167 fe2t § inches, was designed by William Strickland and was
erected in 1828 to repince cne that had been taken down earlier.

The kelltower's lower stages illustrate the striking use of brick for
cecerative effect that characterized 13th-century Philadelphia

buiidings of note: wmoldaed brick and common form pilasters and cther
wall features., At every level is cne or nmore detail of interest,
from the Dtruscan colums and entablature of the rear doorway or the

first to the lintels' carved wocden faces of the fourth. ?‘*w
stee.‘.’* W th its oversize clock dials and their canved wreaths, its
bell f*“‘o.ka, its carved uins, and its comer ml:.:t IS
wit_h . Cerinthian capitals are the {oatures that have madla
Indepondence Hall an easily rex:gmzeyq structiars,

The Hrll's structural system consists escentvially of mascnry
loadl*-f;x:'izzg outer and partition walls. The mucf is supsortad by
woodon trusses, posts, and beams, acsistod by medemn steel trusses

and e.-;a-;cc;atcd eleme
J




Stylisticrlly, Inde pendence Iall is rclated to other colonial
Americin bhud lémvr cf the Ceorglm mode that derived their
L'xsplram\ n fron the plates of Bnglish w.,ntr,' houses presented in
James Gibhs' Londen-published Book 'of Architectura (1723),

The (hesenut Street facade incerporates such architsctural
nts =

“’rball,s: _u.t as fiush marble panels insct hebtween the first and

second story window openings; marble kevstonas and band course;

sgp;em‘ copings, quoins and water taoie moldings; lintels of

rubbed trick cver the windows an:! cellar window cpenings; and a
¥ 2)

en cormnica,

Few details appear on the gable snd 180T zlevations, their wulls
being fintshed plain with a brick pand course that is stepped .
around the comers,  Also within view at an anele from the front are
the end walls' grouped chilmneys and the balustraded roof deck.

Practically o1l these ext“r or emmenu of structure and desijn arc
survivals of the Hall

The dovhie doors of the Chestnut Street entrance open into a8 great
central hail 40 feet long and 20 feet wide. The rcom's orig in: 1
woocdwork, coimpleted by Edmund Woolley in the 1750's, is largely
intact, T:o wali is, panelled froam floor to ceiling, are decorated
by engaged colurns, a Roman Doric entzblature, and a comice with
rodillicns. Two tabernacle frames, ornane anted by comflower drops
as well as moldings of zgg and dart and grass leaf design, flank
the entrance to the Asserbly Rocm. The hallway floor is paved in
brick. "

The Asscribly Roonm stands to the east side of the hallway. Here the
Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention formulated

and signed the U, S, Declaration of Independence and the Constituticn,
The chant ber measures about 40 feet squzre, large for a rocm in the
period of t}xe ballcu.ng’s construction, given the absence of intemmal
structural supports. Furnishings sufficient to accosmedate mere theon
fifty ofcic als, a secretary, clerks, door}cep“"a, and visiteors are
in p" ace. 2 arrangoeront &Lz;tllcates that at the tine of ths

4l

ty

Continental C:;}..é,re.ss. On the presiding o t‘zce"’s p‘a;fom are the
chamber's twd most historic cbjects: the silver stand .~'1t' guill
box and chaker used to sign the Declaration of T1d~ endence and the
Constitution, and the "Rising Sim" chair used by Geurm. h.;shm”'t:m

when he presided over the Constituticnal Convernitien,

-




Thres ¢f the Assambly Roeom's walls are wainscotted pedestal hizh

with plester panel moldings sbove. The facing wall, panelled
f‘oor tﬁ cmlmg, fem:urcc massive fluted pilasters raised on
a doorvay at either comer, twin segmental-arched
and a large taoewmacle frame in the center. A
elier hungc from the coved plaster ceiling 20 fees

he tasemacle frame's delicaialy carved cockleshsll
nal to the r_n amber. A balustraded bar with @

: separates the flcor of the houss {rom the spectator

~gallery. r the principal door is a bold wooden pediment bngLIt"";
by canved b rackets. A heavy Roman Deric entablature borders the

ceiling.

On the vwost side o e contral hallway, visible through three Iarge
arches, the Supreme C r‘.: C‘ amber, which is roughly 40 feet souare,
t custenirily housed the Supreme Court of Pennisylvania and later
other Stute ond lecal courts. Massive fluted pilasters of the Romun
Doric order decerate the panelled walls, Excr ;n for the dado ond
entablaturs, all of Jc 200 ork is 011:;1 @l and dates from the

1740 s. 2 fixtures, includiag the raised judges' bench on the

and the flcn}\.‘.w jury boreg, are reconstructions.

At the _reur of the central hallway is the two-story tows 1 stairhall,
i n.-..a.d in the Ionic order. The 34 by 30 "esb space
fcatures z Palladian window flanked by two tabermacle frames; across

he whole is a full entablature with simple wodi lllcned cordce.
Anoth r messive cornice, ommamented with altemating rosettes and
acanthus izaf mml-loﬂs, borders the 50-foo: ceiling, Ducorative
elements of the staircase itself inciude a rampzd mahegany handrail,
carved balusters and stair brackets, and an elzborate frieze edging .
the landings.

On the secoud floor of the main building are a 20-foot-square
vestibuie; flan\'iwg Governor's Council Chamber and Cormittee Room,
each 20 by 40 feet; and the Long Gallery, 100 by 20 feet, which

nns the .t.‘:'.éth of the building cn the front. These rcoms are
fumished t: represent the activities of the Pennsylvania legislature
and govermment prior to 1775. All the chambers are finished plainly
with wainscotting, plaster walls, simple molded comices, and cove
ceilings. The ond walls are panelled floor to ceiling; fluted Tonic
pilasters set off the marble-faced fireplaces.

The Liberty Bell, the most widely known artifact asscciated with
Independence nu,l 5 currently displayed in a spec 1& pavilion on
Independencs }all across Chestnut Street from independence Hall
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The most important ear :inal documentation of Independerce Hall 2?

. is in i »allc~*lcn; ¢ Historical Society of Pennsvlvenia, 1303 R
‘ Locust Streat, P‘u" adel: Pennsylvania "uLO,. Msst valuable {or use £l
' Nora rgh the ¢ Jivmtlu., of Indepundonce National g
1f Y may ted by r"fc* e to the park

nut Street, Ph ia 14166,

‘ £

Restoratica repovts and historica research TepoTLS prepared by the i

Naticnal Fark Service since it assumed jurisdiction have not been

published. However, through the cooperation ¢f the American ¥
Philoserhical Society, meost of these reports have been microfilmed. b

Information on the use of t!
Society ot its headquarters
Pennsyivania 19106,

G

se materigls iray te cbtained frem the
in Independence Sguare, Philadelrhia,

In additicn, the CQuitural Rescurces Managerent Division, U.S. Naticnal
Park Service, Tepartment of the Intericr Building, Washington, D.C.
20240, muintains a coLe;tion which includes many of the same
historical and re :storaticn materials as the Independence Park
collection and that of the Anerican Fhilescphical Scciety.

M VA o SR W S L

The following items are included with this nominaticn:

Independence Hall: Site Plan (Delineator: T :h

Historic Amorican oullclu':-s Survey, I!f*rxt..:e Conservaticn ind

Recrearicn Service, U.S, Mopartment of the Intericr, 440 G Stre-t,
‘ NW., V:hingten, D.C. 20213)
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Official United States Ge 3103,1&:.1 Survey Caad irangte Map of Philadeiphle,
Pernsylvania (Scale 1:24,009) [Filed in slueve at the rcar of this
norr;in:;n--.u. i
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Illustrations are dispersed throughout the body of this nomination and
are ré;;r.'aeref’ sequentially in accordance with the following code. These
PhOLG T documant only general aspects of Independence Hall's
lu;?.c:“;' and preservation.

I1lwsvrations used in this nomination may he

-
a 4 S
addizi~nal permission, except items 4, 5, 7, 11, and 15,

suth view ©f Inderendence Hall (Jack E. Boucher, U.S. National

J
v Service, 1974) .
1. Diagrammestic cutaway  drawing (Gary Uysert and Fobert jack,
U. 8, National Park S:orvice)
2. Skotch pilan of the first flecr of Im‘zs-pfndcnce Hall {Penclope
Hartshorne Batcheler, Independence National Historical Park,
U5, Nztional Pavk Sa rvice)

o

3. the Asserbly Room (Jack E. Beucher, U.S. National Parx Service,

-

: =
H) S
[P N o] <
Sociely 0f Fonns “Jua)

S. ‘’“ihe Declaration of Independence" (John Trumbull.
szfter his earlier painting of the sane name, 1786-35.
criginal hangs in the U.S. Capitol. U.S. Capitol Historicel
‘%"oc,au*on)

[#0]
[S¥
o]
3
powy

"6, TFacsiimile of *‘“e D«“c‘ raticn of Independence (Tiie ori
is in the U4.S. 1} cnal Archlm,s)

7. '"ho Adopticn of the Cmstltutwn" (Jurius Brutus Stearns. ©il,
civca 1856, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts)

8. Facsimile of the first page of the U.S. Censtitution (The criginal

document is in the 1.5, National Archives)

tha Stote 'Ivus‘e P‘u,dc 1rhia’’ (Drawn, engraved, and
Willizn B Lrux § Som, 1799, I devendence National

) i »

Park Collaction)

10, View cf the Asscndbly Rocm befnre Resturatisn (U.S. Nationzl Park
Sarvice, 19¢0) :

aproduced without fee or

g of the State House, circa 1732 {(Auther unknown, Historical

Incuent
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12.

Historicnl S
1300 'xC‘S
‘Ph.slat

Indep::
213 Walnut
Philadolghia

e
Wongress
s:zrlcal

o .
?

('f

csentation by the Chanceller of Ve
“imal Historical Puark Collscticn)

1nb Independence! (Edward ou,wv. Engraving, 1720's,
ociety of “cwnayLVKnla)

Czechoslovak Diclaration of Independence,

Independence Day cvlﬁzana ot the Liborty Bell,
1ce Naticnal Hi sto*ltu‘ Puatk Collectiun)

iezucia) 1958 (Inderendence

amble of the Unitsd Naticas (harter, 1945 (United :

idonce National Hist
Strect
Pennsylvania 29106

“teol Historical Association

repositories cited in the wbove credits are as

ety of Permsylvania
eet
ennsylvania 19107

orical Park Photo Library

200 Mayviand Avenue, NE.
Washircion, D.C.

U‘)sl

U.s.
Departrien

20002

National Archives
Sth Strect
Washingten, D.C. 20004

and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,

v

National Park Service Fhoto Library

nt of

the Interior Building

Washingtim, D.C, 20240

Virginia Museun of Fine Arts
p nd Crove Avenue
‘irginia 22221

Boulevurd
Richmond, V
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: Indzpendence Hall's history may be divided into four principsl pericds:
' service as the Pennsylvania State House, 1732-96 (during which time it
‘ houscd the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention):
use &t & musewn, 1802-28; service as a mnmicipal building, 1418-03;
and opevation as an historic shrine, 1698 to the present.  The
cstructur2 has been subjected to a nwwber of changes and several

restoration efforts.

Andrew Hanilteon, a3 prominent tho;ne), was the
the building of Im.epf:.m:'me Hall as the State Heus
Pennsyivania “Sse"xbly, or .,\mslamw. As Spesker
sought to provi ide a dignifi ed setting for it t
previonsly been held in private homes and tave
began in 1732,

Hamiiten gained title to several lots in a block then on the www's
outsxirts, noved mrim: legislation through the Assembly, and brought
forward the first of a mumber of plans for consideration. After much
discu:s: on and disagrecment avong nmerbers of the managing committoee,

mbly arpproved that advocated by Hanilten an e work
F I ved that ady ted by Hamilt d th

-~

Insciar as is known, the design of the building was the result of
H.um;’m’v overall archite: L‘*‘al conceptions and master ! 1111(.;;;1
Edmrai woolley's ability to give them fom. A gentleman with an
inter=st in building end architectural design and a master carpenter
. no less concerned with these interests thus pecled their abill ties to

«

raise this important historic structure.

e¢ast and west wings were added to “he project, so the

2's administrative agenf:les might hav: offices &t the

tive center of government. The structures were mcre shells,
Ascsenbly occu'ned 1t.~, unfinished chunber that same yezr.

long money hai nm out, and in 1741 Handlton died, lx,m,m the
in "'v"'plete. In 1742 the Assembly Room was *mdl«. given its

projoct
interior {inish, and by 1749 the rest of th: building stcud cumle
inclixiing an o‘.tagonal caupola on the rooftop.




nmn. -

= In 1! ¢, the Assembly ordcred that a structure to house a new

" staircase and Ma suitable place thercon for hanging a bell” e

erec:2d. Edmmd Woolley again supervised construction. By mid-1753
enourk \,f the steeple’ s work was in place to enable the new bell,
bearins the inscription, "Proclaim liberty thrcughout all the land,
nta =11 the inhabitants thereof," to te rzised to its place in the
"lantera.

A litrary and comnittee room adjacent tc the Assembly Foom, a3 well
as ‘”q over ;z d tall-case clock for the State house's wess. 5-,910
wall and a cor*e.:ponann dial for the east gable, were addzd to the

project. Devised by Thomas Stretch, the clockwork r"pchamam for
both was located at the attic's midpoint; long iron rods tummed tle

hanis,

‘1
No other major modificaticns wers made to the bvuilding be
when the Second Continentel Congress converad in the Assenmb
The Zopgr2ss met there off and on until 1783, after the end
war. In that room it chosz George ‘*‘aS'um? o1 as commandc o-in-chiel
of ¢ Continental Amy, alopted and signed the Declaraticn of
mda;‘-' dence &d funct mr d as the first national governmant.
During the R i ish Anm's occup..tlm of PhiladzIlphia, in 2777-7E,
ths ;Late House served as a hospital, prison, and barracks, cnd
suf feved much damage,

When Arerican forces regained contrcl of the city, Congress rotumad
to the Asser bly Rocm. Late in 1778, th2 State Asymblv remodelled
the s2cond floor to create a 40-fcot-sguare chamber for their

- mectings until Congress should withdraw., The following year the

Su;m..w* Court Chamber was also remodellad. In 1751 the Assexbly had
the tower's wocden section removed, as it had rotted out and become
a hazard, '\ low pyramidal roof a.nd spire replaced the steeple. At
that time the State House bell wes repositioned in the tower's upper

Under the country's first comprehensive wrizten frame of government,

the Articles of Confederation, which came into effect in 1771, the
ntinental Congress continued to meet in the Assembly Room. Its

temmc; came to an end in June 1783, after an incident invoiving the

Congress and unpaid Fennsylvania militiomon,

The Asscrbly Pocm next served temporarily as a judicizal rebing

ch-'rw.r and for a tire as a gaﬂerv iu.‘ artist Rotert Edge Fize.
17E4 th2 rext

iy

In 1784 alteraticns and gereral repmr-. wur made, and

ye:ﬁ* vho Pemnmsylvania A£< enbly reocccupied its tradltmvx 1 moatinge

place




-

- Once af'”“'}_, in 1787, the Assembly sucrendorad wce of its chimsor.
On thisz ccension, the Constit tional Convention met to draw o
nwu f'#ﬂz of gevernment for the Amerizan Statez,  The deleg ‘
Jelibernred {roa ?‘L\y to Septomoer behind "Iovw docr;. Gazops !
. fashin:ron chalred fhs sossions,  Benja f
. James wilson, Touvernd i nc Ale

the 1u ries presant
Septerna: 39
to its sloustomed use.

hia in 1799, the iI S,
Congres:z =et in Congress ?’.111 built in 1737- “}, in mdcp“r\'i'- ce
Square, o=t the comer of Chvstz ut and Sixth Streets, to serve z¢ a - o
county court house. By this same tl)"z., the State House Garden had '
been develeped in the Square, and the Arerican Philosephical ' '
Society” H:1l had been constructed.

When the ederal Govenuient cane to Philadoln?

&

In 1782 c‘q:m"e in Pennsylvania's govemment necessitated further
alterations. The Supreme Court Chamber was remodelled to accommodate
the en! .Jg“u bench of the appeals court. On two occasions during the
1790's the Supreme Court of the United States et in this courtioon,
when quarters were not to be had in the City Hsll Ruilding (1790-S1},
adjacent to Independence Hall at Chestnut and Fifth Streets.

&)

N

vernment of Pernsylvania meved tc Lancaster and the
I‘ deral Goveinment moved to '..(m‘unnton, D.C. City and
Is continued to use the first flcor of the Tndependznce
le, and eclections were held there, but the sec :*:l ficor
Thrce uear; later, artist-naturalist (ariss Willsen
,-‘-,:ouyi for the use of the State House as a gallery. |
application was approved to tiwe extent of allowing him die ea:t end
of the I.‘LL‘S floer and the entire second {locr. I~ imedictely
embarked on a program of alterations, which was comlesed by aidvear,
and opencd his smseun by July.

ey T

is

«

he State House romained lurv'*l) walcered. Then,

. ' Until 1ci?

answer a noed for fireprcof offices, the State “eﬁ"lttcd city and 5
COU!]W autl ;f
that ccanccted them to the State House, and replace them with twe !

large cifice wings designed by architect Rebert Mills. Henceforth,
these tecane known as State House Row, Mills also demolished the
camittee reom and library.

t

eC

crities to tear down the wing buildings and the srcades
te

<
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., i3 - - .
tate decided to sell the State iflouse 43 the city of
*ia. The govermor signed the contract early in 1616, hut
was not rhns{crrnd until more than two years later
Since *hat time Phll"d“'?lla nas ovned tic state House and i 1
associsteg _njﬁ;mgs and ,,.ol.nds The Ll*} aw .f)tc,d the huiidin

~

LR

‘as a sort of civic center., In th course of fitt:
Roem for courtroom use, the walnscotting, Tonic rilasters,
entablature werz tom cut wad roplaced.  Tae remants

Public roucticon to the ¢hanges in the buillding led to on attompt to
restor: it. BRefere then, the viszit ¢f the lMurquis de Lafayetie in
1824 hnd fu:us"d atten .lun on the State House. Dbservances niele in
the As:.on=1y Room emphasized its sad conditien. Intercst in restoring
the buiiding began to incroase, Indcr"n\,\ nee ilall thus becwne the
object oi one of the early American efiorts at historic prezervaticn.

~
~

Starting with the tower in 1828, the city rebuilt the stecple
according to a design by architect William Strickiand; took dowm the
Stretch clock dials on the end walls of the main building; and
instalivd four new ones on the sec cnd level ot the new steeple.

p

After e death of Peale in 1828, the U.S. Macshall for the Ecstern
District of Pennsylvania leased thP second {locr of tie State House
for usc a5 courtrocms and offices. In ant1C1p1t1cn of this move,
the city retained architect John Haviland to examine the building’
structure snd arrangements. With petitions cn hand from citizens
calling for rostoration of the Assembly Room, the city councils
requestad that he censider ways of acyonylzsnln that end.

Lacking sub
restoration
In doinyg so
several gener

tantive data to go by, Haviland chose to model his
of the Asserbly Reom on the Suprene Court Chamber,
he hamed no one, though his work was to mislead

erations of visitors as to the original character of
the roum. Haviland's pun 11ing, installed in 1831-32, would
remzin in place until the Natienal Purk Scivice began to restore
the build 'I.Pg '

Fo' more than 20 vears Independence Hall, ss the building now became
increasingly known, remained wnchanged. The Federal courts moved

out. Coneslidation of Philadelphia City and Philadelphia County

in 1854, ureatly enlarged service aresas and government as well

The Comz and Select Councils moved cut of Cl“v Hall.and into

remodelled Lhambers that took in the entire sccond floor area of

Indepenccence Hall., -Ceiling d2flections werz cerrected, fumaces

installed, and gaileries crected.
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: 8 néuved for 4% yearz, thoy roant
he Assembly Recwm.  fellowing Lafaoyetoo's vicit iz
function, save for 2 brief pericd of use a3 &
«1;".:\11),' it served as a levee yoom for distinguished
delphia, and generally was '"rescried as a sacred
angers.” Antiquarian relics, inclieding the :
52, sxcwl/ gathered there. In 1554 the

ntly acquired portraits {
the ,ulhan Rush statue of

[ andie ! Y.
D COL;

Nearly 20 years more were to pass before Tndependence Hall again
comnae the u,C1pu.nt of the Philadelphia councils’ attentions to
its historic associations. In 1872 they resolved that the Assembly
Room b° "sot apart forever, and aopmprmted exclusively to receive
such furmiture and eqmpmvnt of the mcon as it originally contained
in July, 1775, toge ther with the portraits of . . . men of the
revelucion.' A committ ce formed to this end and sct about the
pgaitale *n*icn of the entire building. By 1873 the court of contOn
ple:s had vacated the SUprerrve Court Poom, and replazement of worn
ar.i rotten wocdwork was underway.’ "T’xuug}. no true resto ratmn
rsulted, Independence Hall presented a bright appearance for the
Cz'm..n;al celebration of 1876. In its wake, the so-called
Neticmal Mascum was established.  Through the years, the muscum
‘ g:z:.}.-z.:wd much artifact material related to the period of the
Arcvican Revelution.

Yet wnother 20 years passed with the National Museoun finaly
ersconced on the first floor ané the councils on the second. But
in 1895 the Select and Cua on Ccuncils movaed to quarters in the now
Civy HMall at Prcad and Market Streets., For the first time in sore
than 150 years Inde DCndU]CL Hall was nc longer the scene of
gevernnental operations. Now, the patriotic societies wade
restoration thelr geal. 'I'hn Datrrntoarc of the Ameri:an Fovoliution
reccived pennissicn to restore the second flcor, They retained
architect T. Mellon Rogers. Along the way the city became

involved with restoration of the entire building.

Using the 01‘1{,1.."131 drazwings as a guide, Rogers atterpted a
restoration. While the second floor partitions were repcsitioned
accurately cnaubh clomnents of architectural decor were hignly
inicaurate. In the Supreme Court Charber he removed original
en::blature in order to lower the ceiling. He tore down the Mills

bu: 2.7 175 and replaced them with incorrectly proportioned imitations
of iz 1735 structures. The work of 1637-98, as the first cverzil
restcration, happened wupon but &ailed to r(,ccrd and interpret
corivctly much p‘wsu.al evidence of the past. Tcday's wirng
bui]cing': and arcades remain ‘rom thls restoraticn.
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About 1920, the Philadelphia chapter of the sime
rchitects (AlA) began to ;ak an active intere
The restora tic committes of the AEA took particu
IBE:
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iz in the highes: puss
is in oxuoellient cbnd Tien s
It has received fhe benofi
¢ 3
S

s
sl

.
sdies and cxpert tedinseal

te: ‘isitation poses certaeln malntencace preblons,  (Tee park
wel omed 5.6 millien visitors inm the first Q seonths of 1978 and
3.8 million in a conparable period of 1978.)) lHowever, a iighly
tra'ned and competent staff provi ol £ me

1 t

technical preservation, and v
1d tear on the historic fabric,

-

for preservatiecn/conscorvaticn

b)

Suprrintendent

d2pendence Naticnal Historical Park
313 Walnut Street
Priludelphia, Pcnnsvwama 19106

Director

Naticnal Park Service

U.5. Tepartrent of the Interior .
Washington, D.C. 20240

Sccretary of the Interior

- . .
\

U.S. Department of the Interior
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In the jusc three decades, Independenc: ”fLA-ﬂJS venefited from one of

o

N

the mo2st thorough COP‘QTEITlgn and restoration offorts in the history
of hxsturic presen

rvation conducted under U.S. Government nuspices.

3 nce {all had cost the bnxlrz‘
11 = ‘nts as to the authenticity of
it remained in Elicﬁ. tinrd use-as a :

S of visiters durl itS .
wiakoned, .

Beginning in the early 1950's, Nationai Ta
N
Ay

long znd steady process of preservation that “: he
present. Following an initial stage of rcﬂwalcn, study, &rnd plenning,
limited “FZhl’CC?UXa; investigation started by the mid-1950°s.
Docu zntary research o an UVtcn51v- scale wLNt on for 15 yecars mnd
prod:u,& wuch useful data. the sanrc time, cexhaustive stivciural
investization revealed the dgtdlls of what had happened te the builiing
through: the years.
These procasses continued as limited dismintling, for the purpese of
struciniril rehabilitation, - progres: ed, A scries of comprchensive
set forth the discoveri es nade during the investigaticns an

»d the way for decisicns on the nuture and extent of restoraticn

abilitation. ‘the actual reh db]llt"tl@“ nrocess began in 1962
and went on for ncarly a decade. ‘'The building has been rendared
struc: u:?lly sound and st rong as well as very close in agpearance to
the Stize iouse known te the leaders of the Arerican Revolutien.

During <tructural rshabilitation, the masonry walls and partiticns
were ‘~wd to have strength Lnnugh to bear the weight of structural

steel aceded to stabl-*be sagging floors and ceilings. Fortuitcusiy,
it wa: al:o determined that sufficient space remained at the walls!
strony points to support steel beams necdled into place withcut

\d
taking %ae roof apart. The tower also received steel supports at this
time, £Ixtemally, the west end clock was rvebuilt. In addition, tie
trim was repaired, the stone base repointed, and the rocf restcred.

Evidence for interior restoration came from varied sources. Fragments
and cutlines of original features found on the walis assisted in the
process. Analyses of paint layers raroved from the mvd 1Sth century
panelinz in the Suprome Court Foom and Center Hall pemmitted restoration

o

of the ¢riginal color schemes,

-
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1graving, "Conpress Voting I“unphn‘"nce
resteration of the A&-_mjly Room. Featurss
the same era were used to supnly missing
marble trim on the Asserbly Room's mantelpicces.

from othur
dctalls, iﬁu-

°}stcms f‘r contrel of heat and humidity and for the clesning of the
Hall's air were aiso installed. These will help to conserve the
remaining fabric of the building for many years tc come,

No further conservation work is contemplated in the foresccable future.

Excellent summaries of the restoration work at Independence Hall are
available in the following inaterials, The aut:o:» have been key
figures in carrying out the restoration of the building:

Batc}eisr cnclope Hartshome. 'Independonce Hall: Its Appearance
fo*gj " pp. 293-318, in Charles E. Petersen {ed.), Duilding
iy Armerica (Rabno‘, Pennsylvenia: Chilten Eook Company, 1570).

Nelscn, ico H. "Restoraticn in Independence Hall," Antigues
{Tuly 19665, -
Nelsch, lee H. "Independence Hall: Its Fubric Reinforced,”
Yu 279-297 in Charies E. Peterson (od.), Duilding Early
zrica (Radner, Pennsylvania: Chilton Bock Corpany, 1976).

iley, Cdward M., 'The Independence Hall Croup,” pp. 7-42, in
A_E:-Lun Philosophical Society, Hiistoric Philadeijhia 7rom
the "K]LITE intil the Early Ntuctcfnf‘ Century, Istued o5

"3Tic 43, Part I, of the Transacticrs Of the American
‘“.ICDCyulLal Society. Fhiladelphia, 1)33.
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Mear: 3 “ar 1538 «’\G"‘Jﬁltli‘ﬁ,’ ~_Or‘.> 2vation

Pref”'wAL101 of I“dugo"u;nce Hall has beeon ”‘nth“ﬁ LY enuctment
Legislature, whi ich provides menn
1 *:nrourlatlona. resent stoff i
: j peak average of

wnpmomtmwm
udes nearly 200 perman;

SA5CH C~-L 348 h. 1“ eeE .
" .
4

I Independence Haticonel Historica) Park st
t x to afford repalr and naAﬂL\“un;e service
» curit aff perscnrel, surported by alamm systens,
guar:! against mischief. ‘he Federal Dureat of lnvvsaiﬂwtiun, on
agency of the U.8, Tepnriment of Justice, offers further support and
protocticn, as de the Mitladel phliiﬂﬂlx;-p”! police and five
depntinints,
Technical services, in re search, planning, and building conservziion,
are . ':bl hrngh tire Natiocnal Park Scivice's centers af Donver,
Colirzds, "and Iarper Ferry, West ”1rg nia. These facilities
supr 1t the services of the park's trained specialists.
Manzcomont plans
For “'*p rties wnder its cdministraticn, the U.S. Naticnal D““k
Service has created comprehensive managoment p;ans These prov ride
shoit-term and leng-range strategies for mecting.management cbjective
in the operation of particular tac111txca. ark’operat&o is analyze
by an integrated systems approach. Resource limitations are rclated
to such requirements as visitor se FVILC building conservation, and
environmental protectien.

Indepondence National listorical Park currently cperates
approved in 1972, Respensibility for cospliance in vest
. superintendent of the park,
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5. JUSTIFICATION TOR INCLUS:ON TN THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST

;:'*::dunce Hall i3 Lmportantly asscciated with ideas, boliefs, and
evonts of outstanding historical importonce,

+ Inlepondence Hall witnessed the adoption and signing of oo
mportant pol:.t*cal cocuments in hun history: the L

: 2=c13rat10n of Independence {1776) and Constitutien

the transiticn of the country {rom colenial status

adence and seif-government, these two instrusents wo
~c2 national ends, Nevertheless, they emmciate «ndu
'wi\'crsal principles and eloqu- Nty exoress pankl
T justice and freedom.  The two chertors
e par: dcowdar ciraunstances of :
theolr scope or agplication ;
arad philosophicnl .u.rltac,e of the world.

g e

T ope 0 er e B

I
22 on the nata*c and role ot govc
atis

Socunants have enlightened wnd inspired political thinhers in
v parts of the glebe. They als have contributed to intermational
2t a

D‘.
SR
rV
b

the'lr Own vernmem.s , mvu a-\npte concepts,
, and s:) rit of the instruments teo their own ciraunstances,
Jld netional goals. This influence has ovaercome barriers of

rac SL‘.:lgua_5 R «.d"d ideology.

As U Nu, Prime Minister of Burma, said in a speech in 1954 at

Ind ,z:lcncp Hall:
*fhe ideas and ideals, the ringing words and slogans of the
.«..mrlcan Rcvolutio have a tremendous orotional irportance to
- ail men who stiugzle for liberty.”

Jav.ichurlal Nehru of
act.w.'.r.las furing the
self-covemment, e o

India, while jailed for his pro- independence
2 zrly 15830's, reviewed men's progress teoward

"o fine-sounding words and phrases of the American Declaration
of Inderpendence and the French Declaraticn of Rights stirred
veeple to the deptis. To the millions »}'3 woere eoppressec ond
mipleited they brought a thrill and 2 resscge of celiverance.
Loth the declarations spoke of liberty and equality end of the

. right to happiness which every one has. The proud declarvation
- of these precicus rights did not result in the people cbtaining
:'xm....uut even the decl aratlc:n cf these principles was
rxtraordinary and life-giving."
s
¢ ~

i i LAY
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ihe Declaration of Independence was the most important official
dowwnent cf the Amcrican Revolution as well -as a manifesto for the
rights of man. It eapressed the desires of many Americans for a
national existence separate from Great Britain, stated the
grinvances that lmpelled them to act, und caunciated the principies
by which they preposced to direct their offorts. The Constitution
establis hrd a govcrm‘*nml framework that transformed the United
Ll ulmn'-ﬂ of virtusily self-governing states

The ldves of codifying hunan rights and conducting goveruioat on
the basis of written fowms did not or ate in the United States,
Tiie fromers of the Daclaration 0" Inde lcnce and Constitution ware
inteliec L.Jlly indebted to the philos :m:ul cencepts and polipical
t ists of numerows nations and of r‘:lcr generatisns, DUtk to

r ." and Romans., Both m,,tm.,u 5 ars :n.‘:ucd wit] ~Grrean

H)J'

ssical precedents, especially E: 1tish cencepts of
derive zm.a.h frem the ﬁ‘xllosonny of the [nlighternment.

e two docmc”*‘ nevertheless, and the dramatic way in which

2y were created, e cap ured the attcntion of the world. Thae
claraticn has sc:’\ﬂd as a vital prcccmr for nations stiuggling ©3
independence frem celonial powers, for nationalities seeking
:*.th) as nations, and for mdl\'ldmls and groups striving to

Z Yter the framework of their governmonts,

Early in July 1789, for exmple the Marquis de Lafayette present ted
to tiie National msev.bl,' of France a draft declaration of rigits

wdeled on the U.S, Declaration. Laf ayette's submission played 4 .
mlc in the framing of the highly significant Declaration of the

Rigiits of Man and the Citizen later t]n* year.

:

The influcnces of the revolutionary ideclegies of the Anerican and
wh Revolutions, while great in Europe, were also prevaient in
Latin Anerica in the early 1800's. In 1311 Francisco de Miranca,
win had retumed to his native Vanezusla after serving in the TFrench
armies during the Ancrican and French Revolutions, led the first,
wh unsuccessful, revolution in the Spanish colenies of Latin

Anorica, An extract from the Venezuolan feclaraticon of Tndependance
1511) bears a >frﬂ\mb reserbplance in ;v‘"b rology to that or the
United States:




. 1¢1
. that *1
by

y Y ;'X I ‘;h

LW’num:mdbytn wH]‘deutozt
are solcmnly

vi;tw us people of Vons vueln decl

t her United chvmﬂucs aré and cught to be by
ires, sovereign, and indenendent states, tfhat
a4 from any dc"enzerc“ on the Spanish crown or

iid

its agents or repres
“""t State, Vencousd
--4V.txm1m1ni
she has power to dCCfﬁfe war,
o ncgo“ia“' treoties of commercs,
to make and ewecute all other acts
: Yo omake this, our
crakle, we hercby mucuzlly

1 . P . PO N -
other provinces and ploedge cur lives,
red tie of our nutional henor. g ’

that, 13 a froe and

bhen a scries of revolutiOt‘ swept Eurcpe ir 1818 varicus lecu
identificd with the philescphy of the U.S. Teclaration of ;nvy‘ 2

Iouis Kessuth, for exaxple, exiled from Hungary, traveled to the United
States to scek sipport. Tn 1851, while visiting independence Hall, Lz

lauded ihz in:trmncnt.

Y -

The Declarnticn of Independence of the First Philippine Republic from
Spain (38%%) espousea prlnulplos btrlklnglw similar to those in the
U.S. Declaraticn and even borrowed some of its language. A portion
of the I'nilippine DcclaratAon reads as follows: ’

a witness of the rectitude of our Lntcngxon>, the
;2 of the Universe, and wnder the protection of the
Ienane North \murlcan Nation, we proclaim and sclenmly
n the namz and by authority of the inhabitants of ail
ilippine Islands, that they are and have the right to be
; “dnrunucnt; that they are rcleased from all obedience to
crown of Spain; that every political tie betwzen the two 1is

and st e completely severed and annulled; and that, like ail
free nd independent states, they have complete authority to nake
ude peace, c:tabllsh treaties of commerce, enter into
, regulate commwerce, and execute all other acts and things
epe endent states have the right to do. Repesing firm

in the protection of DJvtn» Frovidence, we mutually

e
s
~7

s A

[
ind

confidenc

i
pledrs for the suppert of this declaraticn, cur lives, our fortunes
~ost sacred possessicn, which is cur honor.

LA

and cur
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