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Flight plans are submitted to NPS Alaska Region Communication Center (ARCC, located in Denali National 

Park).  An example flight plan is in Appendix SOP3.1. The Project Leader checks in with ARCC prior to 

departure, also at least every 60 minutes during the aerial survey using a satellite phone, and lastly when the 

plane has landed safely in Juneau to close the flight plan.   

DENA Comm Center, NPS 

NPS Alaska Region Communication Center (ARCC) 

907-683-9555 (dispatch) 

907-683-9640 (fax) 

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

For ARCC Forms, SOPs and Field Resources browse to https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/arcc-region/home 

using a computer attached to the NPS internal network. 

 

Flight following should be done using Juneau FAA Flight Services (122.5, 123.0).  Ward Air is enrolled in 

FAA Capstone Level 2 (automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast technology; ADS-B) that permits 

vendor-based and FAA online aircraft location monitoring. 

The following tracking or communication devices are carried on board the aircraft at all times. 

 Spidertracks S3 automated flight following device (records position every 2 minutes; monitored by 

ARCC staff via online Spidertracks site) (http://www.spidertracks.com/aviator) 

 DeLorme  inReach Explorer two-way satellite communicator (records position every 10 minutes and 

has two-way texting capabilities) 

 Personal EPIRB (ACR-GPS receiver) 

 NPS satellite phone (Iridium 9505A) 

 2 VHF Marine radios 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/nps.gov/arcc-region/home
http://www.spidertracks.com/aviator
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Appendix SOP3.1: ARCC flight plan 

The following form is used for flight following for sea otter aerial surveys in Glacier Bay National Park & 

Preserve.  Forms may be updated each year, so it’s important to check if there is an updated form before each 

season.  The form should be completed and submitted to GLBA VIS and DENA COMM for flight following.  

Current NPS regulations require that a flight plan is filed for each survey and that an automated flight 

following system (Spidertracks) is used to track each flight at 2-minute intervals.  In addition to flight 

following, there are mandatory voice check-in calls required at 60-minute intervals via a satellite phone or 

VHF radio.   
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