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FACTS ABOOT '.mE IUSTORIC JOHN mam•s FORT 

FOR PRESS RELEASE 

The building, originally built in 1847-48, was called the 11Engine and Guard 
House, " and used as such in the United States .Armory complex. 

It was to be a one story brick construction with slate roof and copper gutters 
and downspouts. It housed two fire engines and quarters for the night watch­
man, and its location was near the Annory entrance gate, 

During the period October 16-18, 1859, John Brown in his rai · on Harpers 
Ferry used the east or fire-engine section of the Engine House as a fort. 
U. S. Marines under the temporary canmand of U. S. Army Colonel Robert E. 
Lee stormed the "Fort 11 and subdued &own and his surviving force. 

Throughout the Civil War the building escaped burning, but was vandalized 
for 11souvenirs 11 of the famous raid of 1859. By war's end it was a badly 
mutilated and neglected building. 

ln 1869 the U. S. Government sold the "Fort" and other buildings to a pro­
motional. group from Washington, D. C. headed by Captain Francis C. Adams . 
It was later sold and in 1884, Thomas H. Savery purchased the site of the 
former Armory, Arsenal and Rifle Wor:.ks, including the "John Brown Fort." 
Savery sold the 1'Fort 11 to the John Brown Fort Ccmpa.ny founded by the Hon. 
A. J. Holmes, U. S. Representative .frcm Iowa, who wished to exhibit the 
histar-ic building at the Columbi_~ .,~;i,ti.!W:. in "Qb,;i,.qago _j.n 1893. Almost 
immediately the organization had financial troubles. Finally after long 
delays the exhibit opened late in 1893 for about 10 days. Only eleven pa.id 
admissions were received at 50 cents each. The now bankrupt company had 
debts of $60,000 and went into receivership. For several years the all but 
forgotten Fort languished in Chicago. In 1.§25'. Mi~s Kate Field, a crusading 
Washillc,CY'ton newswoman, campaigned for donations to _I)}.9.~ , .the. Fort back..,.to -
~per.a, f.eny. A contract was signed with Alexander MurJ?h;Y.: of Jefferson 
County, West Virginia, who agreed to deed five acres of his ~-~ in order 
to place the Fort near Harpers Ferry. The Fort was later purchased by 
Mr. Murphy who, not Wishing curious visitors on his fo:,'.'Ill., closed it to the 
public. Nearby Storer College, founded in 1865-67, was interested in the 
building and in April 1909, the College Trustees voted to buy the building. 
Funds were donated and in l:.2J...O the old Fort was l".§::.lllii.lt .QI.L..tJ.1~-Si;,9rer 
College .<t!W,,l,PUB, where it remained until ~ .&m. 7., J,968 when the National Park 
Servictt m~_d it to the old kt:~El~. ~u,a.,re, near its original site on the 
Armr:,ry grounds, At present. the orig:iru:il Bite is owned by the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Coorpany. 

&e building dimensions are 341 1 3/4" by 22 1 O 3/8 11 • The original cost o.f 
the building in 1.8L8 was $l,5'40. 
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lmger s t own, Maryl and 
1/06/77 

N ational Park s -,rv1co Photo 

John Brown attacked the fort In 1859 to obtain weapons for a slave revolt. 

John Brozvn structure 

For ac ·r g fort r· cat' 
HARPERS FEHHY, W Va (hw of 

Haqwrs Ft>rry ·s most h1stortl' strul'lures, 
the John Brown Fort. will be gl'llmg a 
lacl'hll. 

Park Superintendent Martin H. 
Conway has announced that the fort will 
undergo restoration b<'ginning 111 about 
lwu wPeks at a cost of $:lO,O\JO. 

ThC' rC'storation. which 1s t'Xpe, ·lr·d to 
l.1\..e about three months, will ('nabll' llw 
fort to tw opt>ned to the public !or lhl' first 
tmll' sinr·e the National Park SC'rvin• ac­
quirPd the structure in 1960. 

The Eni<ine and Guard Hou:-.e became 
nationallv known as the John Brown Fort 
in October 1859 when abolitionist .John 
Rrown and his raidf'rs alla<'kl'd lhP 
Federal Armory al Harp"'rs FPrry to ob-

lain w,·.ip,lll'i !or a ,Lin• ll'\<1ll Tlw 
butldmg, ongma!ly ,1tual!'d al the l'n­
lr,mcC' of lliP Armon. cons1!;t,·d of two 
ronms, llw t1rl' l'ngim• Sl'l'll<>n and a rnum 
for llw mgl1l waldm1;111. 

l>nnng lhl' ('ivil War the Fort was the 
onl .v An11,wv b111ltl1ng to l'S{ ', l!H' destnw­
t1,rn. hut 1i suff(•n·d 1;1uch d;l!n;1gc from 
,,111\\'nir ""lkdor., l1!<'!11d!'d a:11ong ils 
ln•;s<•,· w.1s till' b,·11 h.11 1grng in til<' cupola. 
!\k111bPrs ol .1 :'>lass:1chw·dts \'olunlcPr 
lnl,rnlrv n•nHJv<•d the b<'ll and look il lo 
t 11 e 1 r ho Ille lo 11· n of ;\I a r Ibo r o u ~ h , 
l\1a:;sachusctts where it still is today. 

In 18!J:l tlw hirt was dism:111lled and 
moved lo ( 'h1,·ago lnr PXl11b1t at the 
('olu111h1:111 l·:xpos1t1on 

\\ .1sh1l1J.!lu11 nc•\1·sp.tPN puhl 1:,IJf'r Kalp 

Fi<"ld b,•, ·;11m• inl<•re~ted rn the return of 
ltH' Forl to llarp<:rs Fl~rry and a site was 
lol'alPd nearby llw towi1 on th<• farm of 
!\Ir. All'xander Murphy who lived along 
the SIH·namloah llivcr. 

In IUO!J the trusteps of Storpc Collp~e 
bPg:in lo rai<;e funds for p1trchasing the 
structure and :t!lain the for! was disrnantl­
l'd and r<·built, U11s t11ne on lhe hills1ck of 
<·oll<•g,• c·;111qn1s overlookin~ the Shenan­
doah HivN . 

In \!J:jQ·s the collPgc dosed and the 
!'.irk Service acquired thl' building, in­
duding the Furl. And in 1968 tile FDrt was 
nrnvC'd llll,wt frum the c·;m1pus lo the 
hislorw town, a lu!f mile aw:1y. And lhffe 
lh<' b11ild111g ~lands loday, approx1111ately 
llHl l'P<•l l1 '"'l wlwrc it wa~ originally buill . 
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THE MORNING HEltALD 

March 9, 1968 

John Brown'• Fort enrou t.- to Ar11ennl Squnrc 

Arrival pronouu<·ed 1,afr - lmt anotlu-r n10vc j,. in si1d1t. 

Pap,e ;.2 
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THE MARTINSBURG JCiUHNAL 
Martinsburg, West Virg~nia 

!-~arch ; , 19()3 

-- -·- ---------- -· --· · - - ---- --- -----

Brow11's l~ort J\·loYed to 1\rsenal Square 

llarJ)f'rs FPH;I', :'llareh 7--$hown .ihm· p on 
a hui!E' truck lwd b .foh11 nrown·~ F,,rt a~ It 
tras about to hr mo, ed from thl' r .impu• ,,( 
Stm <'r < 'oJ1£,gp to ,\ r~c>nal Squ,1rP fn 01,1 Hai -
pPr< Fl'rr.- thl, moruin~. Th <' po,nt to whrn• 
t h.,. hi •- lnrir lmil!lin1; 11· :,., li••in~ 111,nrll Is nnl v 
& In.- h•wrlrf'd fr-rt away from llw ori:;tnal 
bml!li",; siU> . 

Hav ing t,.,.1>n mo,~r-d fnur 1i 11 H'~ 1trr."rl \' 1 

!'; ationcl Pll!'k S(-nice offiria.l, 1\ot>f' that thf' fr>rt 
will be moved one more tiJ.m' and th at to it<'> 

Copy to: 
Director 
Hegional Director , ~: :~ 

oriirinal ~ill•. Th,. f<fft wa< h11!1l ,11( A rn,l n/ 
:\-l.~-111 m J'l-1~. hut thP IH'W mn, In)! rost «-a~ f<• 

timalrrl in thr 11 riJZ:hh<lrho111J of $:lll,000. ·1 h~ 
fort·~ ori f.( in.11 ~it.., 1, oo lanil nwnP(I hy lhr J;,1 1 

timorP anti Ohio Radroml, 
Thr for! 1• knm.-n 11~ ,John Jlrown ' , hr<',•11'-l' 

It na~ lhr fap1011~ ab<lHtinnl~t l'<·hn, rin Ortri 
herr 11,-1~. J8:i3 , we<l th!' fa~t !"-'l'{i1nn (Jf th" 
·,.u1J(1\,... rt11ripc: J,i .. , ra l.d on He.,..p,er; FFr!-~ 
( JOU !' !'! - : . · - --- ~ '·. ~l --~!~P-O PJ ) 
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'l'tfE MU:ftNING rlEfi.Aill 
Hagerstown, ·~aryland 

February 14, 1968 

Llnda Jirv-,;n 
' A wHry-looking John Brown's Fort Awaits final move 

Footloose Fort Faces Final J?li11g 
S.y LINDA BROWN 

HARPl':°l'tS FERRY , W. Va .-After 711 
y~tt of traveling, the John Rruwn Fort is 
being moved back near its original site. 

The fort has been resting at !hr Stephen 
Mather Training Ccnt<>r near here sin('e 
1909. It was originally the Armory Fire 
Engine House before John Brown's r aid on 
the federal a rst'nal. 

After Brown was raptured in 18~9. the 
forl remained in Harpeh Ferry until 181)2 . 

The structure was first mo,cd lo Chica ­
go in 1892 for the World's Fair. Aill'r an 
unsurres~ful display at lhe fair . the fort 
was brought back to Harper ~ Ferry through 
the efforts of a new5paperwoman . Kat~ 
Fields. 

When it reached Harpers Fnry, the 
fort was placed on a farm until it ,q.~ 
bought by Storer College m 18(19. Th e fr r t 

has remained at thf' ;:round~ of th•.' c ,ii,;:(' . 
>Which tater -·IJN>amt> 11 tro imr: g <· , 11u:•r '. ur 
employee,; of'the N.atfon;d Paik Sc,rv i, •.· 

The fort ts SC'ht'dulc,J.,for rnovin·: du rn :;: 
th t· 11 ,,;nt h of :--rare h. H \\:ili' he pi,; (' ed n,· ·· , 
to the si te of lht> old ars r nai •;ntil 1~<•:;1,1 ,;, ­

t1ons ,·;in be made• \\l ( i• l!Je }•; ,1:t:r11ll,<: ~,J-1 
Obin Railroad ln ~<'CJJl' t' 1hr land w!ti:r•· ti' P 
fort or igiua lly stPod 

Some diffieultie~ will he imoa1 rd :1 , 

mn l'mg the fort. Pcrmi,~ion mu ., t h<· 
grantE>,] from area residents for rrmov111 '. ' 
a ny ob,t acl<', in thl' fort's path. :1ll'11iiJl'I'', 
of 1!w .Job Corps will :, .,~ist the park t> TJ1 -

pl>1 ype~. 
The moving w1 1l ht:' il onr ;n c1m· dav. 

according lo the conlr;i(·tpr s . Willia1n !: . 
Pal r am I1w . of \Vashingtnn n.c Th" f,,rt 
will br moved from the- tra ir,11,:.; 1 ,•11:.-r 
gro11nd down CS. flr)lJ\C 34(1 about a :nde 
to ar:,<'n a l squ:n· ,,. 



- Copy to : 

tH.1!, 1v1ARTIN:3BURG JOURNAL 
Martinsburg, West Virginia 

October 21, 1967 

lolzn Brolt,n FrJrt 

Eilltor•~ ~ntR- - This \Hr~ 1 ·::•:P!r~,-p,J _ 1;rrrn t>1"k li :• 
marked thr JO!ith annh , r~~r, " 1'' ,n','pnn :n 11n'h 11,rnrl.s ~nd 

o[ John Brown's raid 011 \ hr ;"t •'C •'Prlcd (n hr:,'. Brn-.1 n ,~\Tr 

arsf'na) ;it H~rpE'r's Ferr.,. _\ 11 '· · ', r;id ,,. Iii " 
othrr In ~ ,,.,drs of foolnotr• T'ir l•.1'trred ;-,; 1.•.nnrr ,,.-,.,,! 
t.o that pa rtic ular piPce of bi, - ''. ~- nr. a ,•, ·t. n a., conv lr:: rrl , · 
tnry \,m he tarkrrl on s•)(Jn, a, ',,,wmnr r . ar,d l1a n ;;rd 
:-rn . RohNt r, B~rrl. H-\\'. Va., 11errmhrr. 
•~plain, in thP [nllonin!( ,ti, - B:-nwu w~< 'a · :'l •r , 1. 1 h · 
ratch \\ li ttPn for Lni trd f'r e,1, r:rrhnu ,e "a,:1 ·t ,,., f 1 :·i,n.·-•.• 
lnt~m~t1onal. h · ~01 ·' \•.· :,, r: ' ·· ·:;~,,",· ·: , :: ·i 

r::lr'r,i (:'. 1 !11 , :-.,, · ·, :·, . 

B" ~EN. ROBERT C. BYRn \\ ·.-1 :·lrl ', f-'.:i :r_ Hr 1~, ,; ·· ' c· •· · 
!L-\RPF:R'S Ff.RfiY. W. \'a P,' :1'. ,)I". t -.,;i•. :,·,! •·; ,r ic. 

1 l.P i) - J r,1111 Bro\\-:i'~ hnd ·- :.··f' p , ii d i,· Li r \I .,, ·~:·-· ··,! ': 

,, . E, a 'Tlnulderrn' in tho \\h:,! h:i;··, . ' 'l"i t! r.; ;, ·:: 
i1;n r• hf0 11 J·:rtt:: 11•; !1:,).: ,1'·,r· 
~nr !hP ,( q ilJl nrn\\l) } rq t f ,· ll 

;ir1ny wh it·f1 f;.11r1111·rd :~it; I ' 

rvv1 C'11:ra::" vent11:·P. 

;:rave ." .a .~ :.he snn;: ~a \' 5 hu:. 
his for1 ,;rips march;_;1 ~ ·en'. 

The faehnu<e hen• m w:,;c;-i 
the f.Jrry ahrillt1fJnist and ;~;-
raider~ hfJloiffl lli' re Ort 
1~59, I~ ?.h,11 1t 'q j,~ n ,,, f ! 

• the fourth t !11f e1 !:-c, ~ e~r, . 

!'I ,,,,~ •~~o f1r,t. lO :i;iy,, ,qfi r :· 

c"1pr n rd, f'rll l,,· 11 pr :-E-n \~ -~ 

' :t!·n:izh, rw,u~h n1 ,Pf!n/: ,fn'l'1 
r:n,-,1-n',; fnrl to p;iy tl1e :,n-rrnt 

T:7f ~ n1~~: !J:·;rk h :1~ri J;1 i: i r,-:. ,1rlrn !,;;'- V'n frt:J 
'. Pr! a ra:hrr ,<hal-;v o.: i:-: Pn.-r W1:.:1 nn;_-; M 50 tn ~how fnr' 
r, r~ s1nrr E~n11 n 1,!nk -- ,•i ·::·(· ·is trn11hlr~ . the Jo.:·, P,rnu:n 
n 1'.t._ rr.e <la ;: rtftrr h1~ f·1 -, ,,..__:, r ·, r--- Crqnp u~· pa;:l{p!J tltJ 1t '.'; 

ra id oo thr H,:-pf:I' s Fe:::; Ar 1-,~ ~ -r .. · • ·• r 

,rnal. rf'•r:· rr~hip . 
T:1° L1~,.-i •n- ,uffr.· •d ;t, f,r,' rnb:il'.' co•1'rih;;t!~11, f•rianr.,r1 

::-irli;::r.J..- T;;P:-1 ! ♦ , 1.a-; a,..~ ... :i!'rrl t½~ !ort·, rrturn tr:r ·n H::i-:- -
, .. . ; ;i ~r~1:_•1:cll' of t· . S . \!.1- p•~·, Fern·. ".·,r,·, 
,.,.,n ! ,. 0 '1: \\'.:>,h1'1;:tnn ;r: .-lrr ,-11cf><' r1n •1,r far"~ r! nr,r 
:lir r,.n ,11,~:: ,1 d t'1ru Fr<l~•-1: ! -~;.,x,nriPr '.lurp!-n 
c":. Rn1rrt E. Lr:e an.-! A, ,.-, ntt~n ' , !hr c-.1~•. •;, ,, 
.J E. B .. St:1-1r~. . g:;a ,,;. turn rt} i!T"'P-nrr S1i.drin1l·. 

T:-00p~ tnPd !o bla~t Br ·· ~(T pri"r-'~ •.r)('k ;p1 iT'lrP:r '"~ ~·: ~ ... 

a·1rf hJ~ 1n r 1_ nat a~d. vhF :1 U:Jt :D:i. ·•i ·.:-1;: .~!"'ti lbr"' .:·),:~r-- 1 

r!:dn 't \\·ork. t;1r~· £:n all•: h,; • . •:-• •, r n:: -~r·0 \f•:•ph-. ·, prr.; •-r•: 
tE'rfld U\P dMr rfq\\'11 \\;!h :1 r('. ;, P l! 

ladd rr, Ala mo stylr. ,,-,, ,,t'1r \:• ,-,,,, ·; ,: ,1, ·t :,:.; . 
t 'prm ff Pm;: Br,,11n. ( J!:P j I lll~D\' )f ,,,;,. 

f:--r .,eJ (;reen hPrrtn-:e Pnr ;1gf d ·" ,.p~ 'f!'-::I 1t A .... " :.,.,T1 .. ,], ; i:. ·1 
... J.c:herJ rtl ~:1r r11 c.n nPr. 

(,:-f"f'~1 had r·1t c"' D a ·i:•· n · n• n~ :, --,~J -: :i t r--.p (, _,. J. 

c:ahre by 1n1f-.•cikP , and t , p i:;. , ~ ~.1·1i : ;;·~ i c<f'J,:-'•i 1· '·1 ;;., 1 1 :i: 

~tru1nr,1t lirn• "q 1,,,, 

Director 
Regional Director, NE 

r , ' : p~, \;. r . 

'. , ' ( ~ 
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···: •,. 11 ·! ·1 .. · 

: ;- '"I:·.: I : • ~-, 
i .-, !.~.~ 

~ -" ! : '.• fli 

,,: l•· ::r f ' :-' A. 
::1 1,1,,11, \:·,rJ 

1 ~,p , .. 0, f, , 1 ,111:i r>f qt:·t" a 
~, .i--h : .r I ~~: r :1u1:d:'1g, 
w··· ;(Y'\ t, '!"'i'- }.i;.,1 a :nng, 
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·:~,, h ·,: •:1-n 
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The fort'1 new home is now railroad l•nd. 

To: 
Director 
Regional Director, NE 
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L[l'RODUCTIGI 

Harpers Ferry, a wilderness entrance into the Valley of the Shenan­

doah, began growth as a town with the establishment in 1796 of the 

government Armory and Arsenal ut the confluence of the Shenandoah and 

Potomac Rivers. In an orde rly double row along the Potomac, set apart 

from the lov.rer town of Harpers Ferry by an engineered power canal and 

iron fence, 19 brick and stone shops, mills and furnaces h~d been built 

when Haj or John Symington, Superintendent of the Ari,iory, prepared a rrap 

in April of 1848, showing the Armory buildings. One of these structures, 

listed as "En<:;ine and Guard House- IJew, 11 Building No. 19 on the 1848 

map, is ~he subject of this r~port. 

The Guard House achieved unpredicted fame in 1859 when the aboli­

tioni st , John Brown, was captur ed therein with f our young raid-rs, by 

th3 United States Harines led by Robert E. Lee. The "John Brov,.rn Raid," 

a contributing factor to the bitter fee ling that erupted into the Civil 

}Jar, and the ensuing l\iar events in Harpers Ferry, are the= subject mate­

rial for t he nistoration at Harpers Ferry l'. ational Monument. 

Rechristened " John Brmm' s Fort '", the Guard House was exhibited in 

1893 at the Columbia:i. Exposition in Chicago. Returned to Harpers Ferry 

by a crusading Washington newswoman against local protest, the " For t " 

was subsequently adopted by a farrrgr, sold to a Negro colleg3, and has 

spent the past half century on a hill overloo~~ing the Shen;indoah. Pre­

sent plans of the National Park S2rvice inc1ude restoration of the 

building to its original position near the Potomac River. 
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The history of " John Brown's Fort11 has been traced by the writer 

through ':far Department Reports, accounts of the Raid, Jefferson County 

Court ~Iouse records, the Library cf Conqress, County and Federal files 

in Chicc q-o, the Chicago Publi c Library and the Chica90 Historical 

Society. 

:-:r. Archie Franzen, :SODC resident architect at Hary:-c:, rs Ferry, has 

provide d g,:merous assistance. Hessrs. ~-:erbert H. ,:issling and Arthur L. 

Sullivan, Par,;: Historians of Harr,:ers Ferry IJational l-1onument , have 

offered guidance, critical advice and encour 0ement which has been in­

valuable. Research by student a r chit~cts of HABS and material gleaned 

from personal interviews of the writer with Hrs. Will Hur phy and 1·1r. 

and Hrs . John Newcomer of Harp~rs Ferry have been incorporated into the 

report, with ack:nowledgem:mt. Hiss Mary Williamson has prepared th3 

final copies . 

Pertinent photographs and maps are from Harpers Ferry Nat ional :1onu­

ment files. Appendices contain certified copies of ir,1portant cou r t docu­

ments, obtained by the writer through court house resnarch i n Jefferson 

County and Chicago, constituting the first legal t i tle search of the 

property. 

Research reports of Charles i:. Snell cove r ing the Armory operation 

at Harpers Ferry, of Herbert H • .t(issli ng, Park Historian (The United 

States ~-1usk:ct Factory) and of Hi stor~ an Arthur L. Sullivan (Harr,,Hs 

Fe rry, Casualty of '.{ar) have been referred to for further background 

information. 

ii 



The history of John Brm•m' s Raid has been copiously covered in 

official records and published works, notably th;:; report of Senator 

Janes Hasan to the 36th Congress, and Oswald Garrison Villard's John 

Brovm, A Biography Fifty Years After. For brevity in this report, 

therefore, the Raid itself is not detailed. 
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Chapter I 

Enaine and Guard House 

The famous Engine and Guard House of Harpers Ferry National Armory, 

.known and photographed through the years as 11J ohn Brownl Fort, 11 was de­

signed by Superintendent John Syminqton of the Armory, and was built in 
1 

1847-48, at a recorded cost of Jl,540. :Major Symington reported to 

the Secretary of War on lJovembe r 14, 1848, that an engine and guard house 

35~ x 24 feet, one story brick: covered with slate and having copper gut-
2 

ters and downspouts had been constructed and was then occupied. The 

structure, designed to house the two fire engines then on hand and to 

provide a room for the night watchman, was placed near the Armo ry en­

trance gate, on the left ente ring, and on the site of an old worthless 
3 

building which had been servin0 the same purpose. (See plat on next 

:rage. ) 

Co ot of the building somewhat exceeded the original specifications 

presented to the Har Department on November 29, 1844, which were as 
4 

follows: 

147 Yards excavation ~18¢ 
67 Perches Masonry laid with cement 

26.46 
134.00 

L li .S. Crdnance Dept., Estimates for Year Ending June, 1949, HF]M. 
Microfiln Reel 20, V.7, p.104. 
2. Report of Maj or John Symington to Sec. of War Marcy for year ending 
June 30, 1848, HFNH Xicrofilm Reel 20, V.l, p.36. 

3 . Major J ohn Symington to War Dept., Nov. 29, 1844, HF:rM Microfilm 
Reel 23, V.3, p.250. 

4. Ibid., HFIJH Hi crofilm Ii'.eel 23, V.3, p.241. 
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· Shop Stocking Huse 
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Ma hine Shop 
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Grin ing d Lumber ou Shor C 
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Barrel House 

.K Store 
Stoc House Charcoal 
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Proo . Furnace i\nneal1ng 
Smith Shop · 
Smith Shop 

'.·.'arehouse d House 
En Cl.!. n-~--~----. ,rid GJJftr __ , ___ -·-··· 



2600 Hard Bricks laid @l0c 
160 Feet Cut St one i'Jater Table f,e 

Cornice ,'?60¢ 
2000 Feet Lumber Cl.SO 

100 Lbs Iron for Hang-ing Doors 
600 Feet Slateing ~10¢ 

36 Days Carpenter t'>ork :.:n . 50 
8 Days Painting 21 .45 

50 Lbs [ ails 0 4-1 
480 Feet Paving 0 6¢ 

Oil and Paint 

260.00 

96 .oo 
30.00 
12 .so 
60.00 
54 .00 
11.60 

2.12 
28 .80 

4 .5:a. 
~~ 720 . 00 

In his Re~ortof Operations for the year ending June 30, 1850, 

Major Symi ngton stated that the front enclosing walls of the Armory 

yard had been finished, 340 lineal feet in l ength. The gate front was 

built with piers and low panels, the upper part o f the panels fitted 

with iron railing to the height of the piers. The remaining portion of 

the wall was of brick, solid on sto~e foundations. Height of the en-
5 

closure was nine feet , and the walls had been coped with cut stone. 

This Armory wall, built gradual l y by sections, was cor:1.plcted in 

1854-55, thus setting the immediate stage f or John 3rovm 1 s Raid. During 

the violence of the 16-18th of October, 1859, the famous aboli tinnist 

used the east or fire-engine section of the i::ngine House as a for t , 

firing through windows an.cl doors at approaching- tmmspeople and militia. 

He imprisoned his hosta~,es, including Col. Lewis ',Iashington, in the west 

or guard house section, later transferring them to the engine house s~ction. 

5. Major John Symington, Report to 1far Dept ., June 30, 1850 , Nati ona ) 
Archives RG, V. 10, NoJ.O, HFIJ.vl 1'1icrofilm R.20, pp.66- 67. 

6. Report of Sen. James Mason to the Senate, 36th Con0ress, T;Jashington, 
D.C., June 15, 1860, p.18 (Hereafter referred to as Hason Report). 

3 
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Since the history of the Raid hu.s been prolifically documented through 

the years, this report will concern itself only with th= effect of the 

Raid on the subject buildiw,. 

The En~ine House suffered comparatively little damage during the 

history-makinq Raid. John Brown had set the captured slaves of Wash­

ing·ton and I~llstadt to pecking out four portholes for the: raiders quns 

with pickaxes, but the desultory effort made little impression on the 
7 

structure. The United States Marines, chargin<J against the heavy 

door with a ladder used as a nattering rarr., succeeded in shatte ring 

part of the center door throu9h ;,rhich they g ained entrance to c .1pture 
8 

Brm·m and four raiders. (Ste photogra:!'hs on followinr; pages) Except 

for bullets which may have i.mbedded themselves in the walls, this was 

the total damage inflicted by 3rown's Raid on the Government Enqine 

House. 

Historically, however, the Eaid changed the course of ensuing 

e vo:::d: s artd the Engine a nd Cuard Ibuse became irnrnortal as "John Brown's 

Fort" and uas launched on its troublous career. 

7. Unnublished document written by prisoner Tho:nas Allstadt. From 
ori9in~l owned by Mrs. T. Grove Henkly, Halltown, l ;. Va. Copy HFNE. 

8. :-i.ason Reno rt, p. 3 8. 
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Conte~porary skotch of interior of Envine Haus~ during 

the Raid, Cctober 18, 195 9, just before the door was 

broken in .by tho U. S. 11arines. Col. ','ashington and 

his associates as captives, John .:3rown ho~.din<J rifle. 

From Frank Leslie's Illustrated Haqazine, Nov. 5, 
1859. 

HF- 510 
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Contern!-)orary Sc.::etch by Porte Crayon showin<;:1 U. S. 

llarines forcing center door of Engine Eouse to 

captur-2 raiders. 

From Harpers r-:agazin8, Oc t ober, 1859. 

HF-222 
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'l'tIE STO'R:.\O~G OF TUE ~ !~E-IIOL:SI:: UY THE l:NlTED STA.TES MARINES.-[SKETCIIED Dl" Pnnn CRAYON.] 



Contemporary sketch showing location of En\'ine Hous2 

in relation to Armory qate and buildinc;s on T'ager 

Ferry Lot. Captain Alburtis's party of J.v[ar t insburq 

militia c1ttacl.::inc the insurgents. 

~ 

From Frani.:: Leslie's Illustrated NewsDaner, .:ov. 19, 
1859, p.1. 

HF-512 
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Chapter II 

" John Brown's Fort" in th~ 1Jar 

''John Brown's Fort," once the Enr:-ine and Guard Eouse, was th2 only 

building of the .A.rmor_y thci t escaped burning during the Civil ':Jar . Th2 
-- --------·--~-

remaining 20 Armory buildings, a s \·Je ll as h;o r.r sena.l builciiw;s holding 

15,000 arms, and nin , buildings of the Rifle ;:or"'s on Hall's Island in 
9 

J: hc Shena:-td')a.11, were laid in ruins. 

Until the batte r e d Engine House doors w,.:re protect ed by heavy 

plates, anci. tl e door of the rruard house portion bathmed up with clumsy 

wood3n bars, "John Brown's Fort" became fair game for souvenir bunters 

of both armies du r i ng the Civil 1-:ar. Like the rope that hunrJ John Brown, 

supposed bricks f r om the fire en<Jine house cnul tiplied interr.tlnably i n 

the hands of unscrupulous souvenir vendors. (See photogr~phs on fol­

l owi ng :r,ages.) 

In August of 1861, fifteen stalwart members of Company I , 13th 

lv~assachusetts Volunteer Infantry, a company raised at Marlborough, 

liassachusetts, laid covetous eyes on the fine swinging bel l in the 

open cupola. of John Brown's Fort . Decidins it uould doubly serve a s a 

valuablG souvenir of tr.eir company and eventually as a much-needed fire-

i:iell fo r t he ';:own of 1:arlborough, they ri~-;:red a rope, detached the be ll 
10 

from its brackets and low2red it from tho roof. 

9. Sullivan, il.rthur L., ;·Iaroers Ferry, 1861, Casual ~y of '.·:ar, HFNL 
PP lfo. I·IF-r4A, 1960, :r;p. 29 , 49. 

10. Stutler, Boyd B., EFNE, Civil War R81::asc 74 , "Old John Brovm B-211 
is Still a Prisoner of '.'.ar." 
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rteearKable phctoc_;ru.ph, ~roLibly by .Jrad:_,c, 

shm-Jing ~Iu s~::et Fae :cry (/ .. r:J.ory) ;JuildL1.crs 

being used as Quart.Jr~aster 03pot, 186~-

1865. 11 John ~'irovm' s Fort" ,·Jas in use c..s a 

powd,:;,r ma9azine. ~;otc r:,i ssinc_, c;ate o-'-

hr1ory wall, o.lso 3rnpty cupola from which 

bell has b ;:; .Jn removed. 

HF-27 
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18(::i pho~.o sho·,rn rnutilat--:J "Fort", with 

iron doors tir·htly barred agai :lSt souvenir­

huntin,::., troops, wi ndows bror::-:rn, bell tower 

empty. l3uildi:::i.g at righ~ is J.nnory of.:ice. 

Hf'-143 





Stolen b2ll fro,,1 " John Brown's Fort" han;ing 

in c:m buildinq, Mar lboro, Hassachu..,ctts. 

HHF-1547 





En r oute it crashed t0 the ground, chirpin~1 a piece from the flanc;e, 

and so became identifiable to later di sbclievers. "\!he:1, a month later, 

the r ,:Jgimont wa s ordered to '::ill iamsport, Md., the bell was transrorted 

there on a ca:1al bo,1t. In t:illiwnsport, it was placed in the care of Lrs. 

"\•;illiam Ensminger, wife of the canul boat operator, Khere it remained until 

1892 . Th:1.t ye a.r me .. tbers of Company I net in encampment in 1,;ashington, 

d 
journeyed to "vdlli amsport, retrieved the bell and rewantt:t-2 patient lfrs. 

Ensminc;'o, r with ::nso for her long stewardship . Since 1892, the .orazen 

tongue torn frum " John Bro~m's Fort" has -~olled the passing of Civil 

v;ar veterans and clamored alarnw for fires, from its post on "che old 
11 

GAE buildini::1 in Marlborough, now owned by the American Lec:;ion. (Sec 

photoqraph on following pac;e.) 

Lilitary histories of several companies mention souvenirs wrested 

from "John Br01,m's Fort. " 1 .'hen the armies of Banks and Sedgwick crossed 

int:- Ha rpers Ferry February 27, 1862, some lingered at the "Fort'' - "to 

peel: througit th:J hole that Brown had fir~d throu9h, uhile others chirped 

pieces of wood irom the window sash, and sent the:n home ao trophies of 
12 

their campairyninc::,-." 

1862 broucrht h ,o f-auous visitors to ''J ohn Brm·m's Fort ." In the 

J~tlantic for July, 1862, Natha;iial Hav.rt:horne noted the building was 

11. Stutler, Boyd B., "Old John Brown Bell is Still a Prisoner of '. :ar." 

12. Ward, Joser:h R. C., DD:J, History of the One Hundredth and Sixth 
Ifocdm-.:!nt Pennsylvania Volunteers, 2nd :Sriqade, 2nd Division, 2nd Corps, 
7861-65, Philadelphia, 1906, IIHJE Viicrofiln l~e3l 38, V.1, pp.4ff. 
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13 
;.)eing used as a prison for Confederate soldiers. On October 1, 1862, 

A.braha~ Lincoln arrived on a surprise visit en route to stimulate 

McClellan at ;:.nti etam. Inspecting ~he ruined Armory , Lincoln paused 

at the " Fort" to drawl an anecdote concernine,r a western locomotive 
14 

baptised at th2 time of John Brmm's Raid " 'l'he Scared Virginian." 

Four times durin,J the Civil Var, i n 1861 , 1862, 1863 and 1864 , 

Confederate Army burned the J.rmory bui 1 dine;· s at Harpers Ferry, only 

have the Federal forces reroof the buildincrs and put them back: into 

the 

to 

use. 

Durin:-: 1864-65, the Quartermaster and Comrnissary Departments of General 

Phillip Sherid a's army occupied Harpers Ferry, and repaired the Armory , 

J.rsanal and IUfle · :ork:s buildi ng-s for u::::e as a huge supply deriot and 

medical dispensary. " John Brm,,11' s Fort" ,1as converted into a magazine 
16 

for the storage of ammunition. 

By War's end, contemporary photographs show a mutilated Fort, with 

windows and doors tightly S-::)aled by iron plates and with a lifeless, 

empty belfry. According- to a wri ·i:t""n r equest from a certain Gibson C. 

Johns to Solicitor Raynor of the Treasury, December 21 , 1880, Captain 

D. J. :'"oung (officer left in command at Harpers Ferry Armory) gave Er. 

15 

13. 1-foDonald-Stutler Correspondence, Boyd Stutler to Dr. H. T. EcDonald, 
Januar~r 29, 1944, HFNH. 

14. Stut l er , Boyd 2., 1·:est Virainia E'.eview, Feb. 1944, p.6., "hr. Lincoln 
at Harpers Ferry.,., 

15. Sn::::11, Charles l J., Fortifications, Hari-,ers Ferr-::,r, 1864, p.75, HFN}j 
RP 1{0. HF- 98A. 

16. Ibid. 
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Johns pe r mission -'-o occupy " John Brown 's Fort,., fron 1866 on as .:i. residence . 

Thi s arrang-ement wG. s probably made to protect the " Fort" aga inst further 

desec r ation, as Mr . Johcts asserts hr" " saved the building from destruc-
17 

tion by rel i c hunters. " 

17. From note in Fil:;; 3 , Physical HL ,to r :r of Harpers Ferry, }\rrrory 
Trad, HFITI:-:, annotated " F:.G. 121 , Public Buildings Servic2, Harpers 
Ferry Case Uo. 155 . " Source unicnm-:n to i · ri te r. 

11 



" John Brovm ?ort - 1865" ContrL;ut2d by 

.Jachrach Studios, .t3oston, Lacs. Bro~:e::i. 

winciows h c:ve been sealed wi -',J,. wood, iron 

doors still in-~act, buildinq probably in 

use as po1vder magazi n :J. Shows corner of 

Office at right, and a building in Arsenal 

Syuare a.t left. 

HF-72 

· 121-





Chapter III 

8cile of the h.L.ory Land 

In 1869, d3spi te frantic efforts on the :r:;art of armory woL~ers and 

other ci ti.zl:)ns to save Harpers Ferry .Armory thr ough petitions to Con-
18 

qress, the President authorized a public sale of lands held by the 

Gover:1m ➔ni: at Harpers Ferry, together with the vulucble wa ter power 
19 

riohts of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. 

At t L ; saL,, Captain Francis C. Ad-1ms et . al., a promotional group 

fr -Jm \fos: i ngto:1, D. C., purcha sed the water pow ,r ricrhts of both rivers 

at Hcirr~r s Ferry, as well as the .Armo r y, ,~.rsenal and Rifle Works ruins 

for ~)206,COO . Purr,orti:19 to r epresent lforthern capitalists , this group, 

incorporated c1 s the Harpers Ferr y 1:ater Power and Nanufacturing Comr:any, 

was allmied two years fo r payment of i-h2 purchase price. Later revealed 

as a fraudulent company plotting to sue the B8D Railroad thrcu g-h straw 

purchase of the company' s right-of-wa:/, th3 scher;:iers were defeated by 
20 

court decision . 

[.s described in r::tpers of the resultant chancery caus -:;, a sett l ement 

was effected by ~!a than Goff, Cor:tmi ssioner appointed by the Court at 

l 8. Faulkner Letters, V .1, HF! ::.~ , fror..1 the private collection of Haj or 
T . T. Perry, Charles Tow:1, West Virginia . 

19. Cat al o c;ue of the Harpers Ferry .'.\rmory Pro1;erty to Be Sold by the 
United otatos on the 30th I-:ovemoer 1869 at the Town of I-hrprs Ferry 
b, ',Jashi ngt on, D.C ., 1869, HFI::i.'1 : IFd-119 . 

20 . .i3ushonq, Lillard C., ~li story o f Jefferson Courtty, Lest Virainia , 
Jefferson Publishinq Co., Cha.rles 'l'o~:n., L. Vr-;_., 19'11, rr,.217-218. 
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', ;heeling, test Virginia, and the properti0s at Harpers Ferry were restored 
21 

to the United States Government by deed dated i\pril 17, 1877. 

On October 22, 1884, 'l'homas B. Savery, a respected industri alist, 

purchased the water pm·,rer rights of both ri vors u. t Harpers Ferry, and 
22 

the site o.L' the former J.rmory, ,"\.rsenal and Fdfle \iorr:::s . The Armory 

lo.nd included. ~:he ''John Bro~m Fort •11 For th2 Potomac water rights and 

Armory ruins, 1•:r. Savery raid ~~25,l0C, excepting from the d:;ed ¼ acre 

previously sold by the United States to l-.i:r .• ~,lexancier 1--:Iurphy , whose coal 

yard seems to have been the only industry utilizing the Armory land 
23 

durin,;,- the intervening years. 

Hr. Si:1very built pulp mills on the Potorrac and Shenandoah sites, 
2,~ 

utilizirn_;, the old power canal s . The Potomac River structure reportedly 

stood on the sa.ine site as the present el e ctrical r ower plant, at the west 

end of the former Armory yard, and was conctructed o f the bricks of de-
25 

mol id1ed Armor_.,- buildings. Organizing a company .knoim as the Harrers 

Ferry Paper Corapany, he sold the Potomac water rights and site of the 

United States Armory to his own company on June 31 , 1888, for ,J,il00,000. 

21 . Jeff,::;rso:1. County Court House, De ed Joo;.:_ 
(Certified copy in ilppendix [ l, , No. l ). 

22 . B~shon9, p . 218 . 

23 . Jefferson County Court Ibus~ , Deed Book 
in Lppendix .\, lfo. 2) • 

24 . Bushong, p . 218 . 

ITQ II ..... , 

ln:JIE 
.w I 

p.285, April 17, 1877 , 

p.285 (Certified copy 

25. Personal int0rview by writer with Er. Alonzo Eurrhy , Earpcrs Ferry, 
A.uc;. 1 3, 1961. 
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Excepted fro;:n the deed Wu.s a strip of land 700 feet in length extending 

from Shenandoah Street northwest and :.Jounded on the north by the: Potomac 
26 

I?iver. This excerted stri1:: of land held " John Brow:1's Fort." Ivfr. 

Savery' s comrany sold the balance of the Arrrccry la:,d to the 3&-0 l~ailroad 

Company in 1893 , wh~n the S&O substantially altered its tracics at 
27 

Ea r pe rs Ferry and filled over the level of the: ruined Armory building:s. 

In 1889, while still mmed by ?fr. Savery's millinc:- company, " John 

Brow:,' s Fort" sufferc~d through the Johnstown Flood with oth=r b.1ildinu s 

of Harpers Ferry. Howe ver, , although the flood waters reach3d the top 
28 

of its doorways, t ~te little building survived tho adventur.:; . (See 

photograph, on following r.1ges.) 

1-illong other distinguished visitors to the "'Fort, " the Hon. Mr. A. 

J. Holl,- s, U. S. li'.epresent ati ve from Io.va and Serg-3ant-at-F1rms of the 

House, h '-'d observed the thousands of curiosi ty-seer:::--rs who annually 

pilgrimai;;-ed to John Brown's Engine House. Accordinq to an article in 

the Chicaoo Tribune, h•-, forn,2d a syndicate of '.Iashing-ton officials who 

proposPd to exhLJi t the " ForF' at the Colur.mian Bxposi tion in Chicago 
29 

in 1893. Despite protests :from the I.3D:0 Railroo.d, 'lho regretted losing 

.__) 

26. J c .:.::fer~on County Court Hous2, Deed Boo~ 
(Certified copy in Appendix ";/ ' , ?;o. 3) .' 

IIC."tff 
.._, I p . 1.23, June JO, 1888 

27. Barry, Joseph, Strange Story of lTarpers Ferry , pr-.172-J..76. 

28. Ibid . , p.170. 

29. Chicago Tribune, Thursday, Aw:iust 11, 189 2, p.3. 
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30 
an excursion attraction at Harr:9rs Ferry. Thomas Savery solJ " John 

Brovm's Fort" on July 28, 1891, to this re~.arkable group in an inter-
31 

esting cbcd and the John Brovm Fort Company wus or0ani zcid. 

30. IbiC.::.. 

31 . An unusal clause in this deed se ~l s the land on which the Fort 
stood to the depth of on0 foo-::. Jefferson County Court I:ouse, Deed 
I3ook: "1", p .1 90, July 28~ 1891. (Certified copy in Appendix ;,_, ho. 
4 .) 



Di spla::r c.dverti sinr} was at its least tasteful height 

during t he Victorian period. Large l ettering rea.ding 

." John Brovm' s For t " was paint ed ov;;;r the thr e e Eni;;ine 

Hous e doorways . "---- :iIT FOR THE TZE'1.1H" is l ettered 

on the north side of t he Ar nory ent r ance !)i lla.r s . 

1 882 photorrraph . 

HF- 379 
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Excellent view ta_;_~en L1 1886, shows " John Brown's 

Fort'" as one of five buildi:1.c;rs sti l l standing of 

the original 20 Armory structures . 

I=r-539 

l'! 



JOHN BROWN'S ~'OHT AND 'l'HE OLD ARSENAL BEFORE 'I'HEY WERE RE1\10YED. 



JrJohn Bro~m Fort", lu86-1889, fror,: Thomas 

Fe u.therstonhau;;h Collection, Library of 

Cong-r,3ss. Stolen iron door replaced by 

roucrh boards, broken ·.i ndows sea.le,: , 

enpty bol fre y, Office bu i lding d~molished, 

cannon on di splay to 'rnhance visitor 

intcrnsc, larQ<3- lettercd sig11, " JCI-frT r3RC. ~;,3 

FJli'.Tu, over doorways. 

f:T-190 





• 

From the 1870's to 1890's, Harpers Ferry was in its 

h2yday a ~1ecca for summer tourists and curiosity 

seekers. Special excursions on both the C&D Canal 

and the .i.3&0 Railroad Were constantly advertised in 

v:ashington and :Jal ti more papers. Surmr:.er hom3s 

sprang up in and around Harpers Ferry, and it bec:11.1.e 

fashionable for the elite o f the da.y to visit th2 

Civil War scenes and partai:::e of the mineral W:J.ters 

at a nearby spa on thu Shena:1doah River. Contenp-

orary SK.etch showing the rrFort" durina the 1870's, 

exploit0d as a museum. 
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"PILLS FOR Tor~PID LIVER" was splashed across the 

Armory walls at the time of this 1889 phot0c;:-raph of 

the " Fort". N'ote missinrr iron railing from Armory 

wall, and missing gatec. These were installed by 

Mr. Alexander Eurphy of Harp.ns Ferry to prct ,ct 

his coal yard, and the ori0in~l railing and qates 

is still ovmed by the :tforphy heirs, o.nd are beincJ 

preserved at " Buena. Vista Farm" nea.r Harpe r s Ferry. 

The large ,hite diamond ma.riced " G" was undoubtedly 

also an advertising trade;narl~ . 

HF-59 



• • • ,-.JW, 



'"Johnstmn Flood,.,, 1889, almost suhnerc:·ed the Gngine 

housG doors. 
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Chapter IV 

The ?ort a:1.d The Fair 

Cfficers of the John Br ovm Fort Company were as fo l lows: 

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Ex-Conqressraai1 Adoniram J. Holmes, 

:r-:aj o r Sheppard i:. Rockwooci, Chi of of the 1:.'eather Bureau, 

James E. C. t'ilson, Assistant Se cretary of the United States 
Senate. 

Other merrl)urs of the Company were d. 1 
.• Dudley of ·ilashinc;; ton, D. C.; lfr. 

L. T. Eicha ner of Indianapolis; Senator Bishop h. Peri'::ins of Kansas; John 

Boyd, President of the }lorfoli: Steamshi:r: Lines; Prof . F-... J. Smith, Ex­

Pre:sidont of the Haryla.11.d :.qri cul tural College ; and Ex-Con;Jessman Henry 
32 

Libb:· of Virginia. On the 27th of February, 1892, acts of incorpora-

tion vnre sinned authorizing the crroup as a stock:holdinc;,1 company and 

( 1) That th2 name of the proposed corporation shall be the John Brem 
Fcrt Co. 
(2) That the object for which it is formed are the m·.nin;:::, controlling­
and exhibi tinq of th'3 building known as the John Brmvr, Fort and other 
war an.d his~orical r elics, paintings, pictures, statuary and curiosities 
and tho c0 i vinq of stage and dramatic perforrnancos and cuch other public 
,~xhi.bi ti ons as the puol i c may de si r,z, anci the leasi ni,:, mmi ng and con-
i rol7 inc:: cf real estate upon which to curry out tlu above object. 
( 3) That the capi i:al stoc'. .. of such Corporation shall be one hundred 
and _'.:i fty thousa1,d dollars and shall co::-isist of fifte .. m hundred shares 
of the; par value of one hundred dollars ea.ch. 
(.1) Th,, loca tion of t ho principal office of sc1id Corporation shall be 
i,1 th...: City o:f Chica.Go, in the County of C'Jo'.:, in the Stat e of Illinois. 
( 5) 'l'he duration or t.:,rm of exist enc,::; of said Cori=crG~ion shall i:)e 
nl' •oo-'-v-ni' nc, vear~ 33 

.1,,...., L_, l ... ,._.. .., •::> • 

32 . Chicac'o '.rribune, Thursr:l.ay, :1.uc;,. 11, 1892, p.3 U,r,p.rndix 3, lJo. 1). 

33 . I.ct of Incorporation , John Brmm Fort Co:npany, Coo,: County, Stat:') 
of Illinois, F:ccorder's Office, Chicago, Ill., Doc. ,/165734~, Dook 46, 
pp.531-53 1:l: (Certified copy in i•ppendix ;·., ::o. 5). 
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A Com.'1ri ssioner' s Report attached to th.:; above docurr.-')nt states that the 

Capital Stock ·vas fully subscri:OOd, to th-;; follouing stockholders : 

Names Shares llmount 

J. H. c. 1.iilson 21i 2150.00 
3 T • Perkins 43 . . .. .;,300 . 00 
John Boyd 21-t- 2150.00 
c:: Q Rocl:wood 21-l 2150 . 00 ...., .. ..., . 
D. c. Fieinbrol 21½ 2150 . 00 
S.J.m D. Pryce 21½ 2150.00 
...... J. IIolmes 21{" 2150.00 
H. Libby 21i 2150.C0 
I~ug. J. Srai th 53 3/4 5075.00 
C< u. c• ,::>. Ifoci:wood 1231¾- 123125.00 .. .. 

Du<.lley 21½ 2150.00 . ~ ~ . 
150000.C0 

On the eleventh of :ipril, 1892, at eleven a.m. , a n.:;e ting of these 

subscribers was held at the office of George O. Garnsey, Adams Express 

Buildin~_', Chicago, and the followinc- .doard of Directors was duly elected 

for a t 2 rm of one year: I~. J . Eolmes, B. ·.- . Per~:ins, 't: . , . Dud1 ;y, J . 

H. C. ~:ilson, and D. n. Eeinohl, who too~: :rains at this tin~c to correct 
34 

a forr.r.:,r mi spellinq of his i'tame in the r .:,cord. 

1-'..r. Geor~e O. Garnsey, in whose office the stockholders convened, 
35 

was an e::i.inent Chic.:igo archi tcct and editor of -!.. he rrationa.J . .i3uilder . 

In NovemDe r of 1891, Architect Garnsey was commissioned by the gentle­

r.1en of the incipient John Brown Fort Comprny to proce ed to lh rpers Ferry 

in p·2rson to SUf 'Hvi se the dismantling of " John Brov;n's Fort" into 

311. l\cts of Incorporation, Cool: County , Illinois , Hay I:, 1892 (Ccrti­
fi·➔ d copy in Appendix _~,., No. 5). 

35. The Granhic, January 9, 1892, p . 22. From research of Seymour Fro­
lichstein c..nd Euss.;;11 V. :C-:.eune , student archi tects o::' FF:.BS . Appendix 
3, no. 1. See also complete biographical data from Chicar:ro Historical 
Society , c..ttiJ.ched in l\ppenclix C, Ne. 1. 
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brick sections and its shipment via the 138D train t o Chicacro in carefully 
36 

decir:med crates. 

1'Upon its arrival in Chicago it was i..:rected with equal 
care, and th-= supervising architect declared tho.t if 
the slightest diL'erence can b:; found in the construc­
tion cf the building now from what it was when it stood 
at Earners F2rry he will return to the company the e n­
tire ~aunt of his compensation. 1137 

These accounts of the "Tort's11 removal by Mr. Garnsey fail to men­

tion the amazing superstructure he designed 2s an exhibition building to 

house the "Fort" during the Exposition, bu t a sKetch in the Granhic 

identific s an irnposinq ::oori sh edifice as the " exhibition building en­

closing- John Brown's Fort. " (Se copy of drawing on follo· ,ing page) 

Lr. G'arnsey's assurances of undeviating accuracy are undoubtedly 

well-founded, though sorr..:} interesting discrepancies occur bJtween th2 

oric;rinal specifications of the Engine and Guard House detailed by 

1'1djor Symin~;-ton in 1848 and descriptions of the rebuilt 11Tort1' published 
38 

in nei:rspapers during 1893. 

Symington I s report described the 1'Fort' s,, dimensions as 35-fr: x 24 feet. 

The Chica00 Tribune and John G. Flinn's Sto.ndard Cuide to Chicucro stated 

the r econstruction measured 25 feet lonc;r, 15 fee;t wic:e. (Obvionsly this 

is a newspaper error, since the "Tort1' today is back to almost its ori­

-; inal s:r,ecifications . ) The Chicago :rublications reported "semi-circular 

36. Frolichstein, Seymour, and Russell V. :~eune , Journal of tho Socictv 
of Archhectural Histc riuns, Dec. 1959 , :r,159; Appendix f3, :Jc. 2. 

37. Ioid. 

38. Leport of l•fo_jor Symington to the iJar Dept., Nov. 29 , 1844. 
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Foor c::k.1tch o:2 John Brmm Fort in ori~dnal 

location at Harr2rs Ferry, ~est Virginia, 

published in The Graphic, 1892. 
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t. .J .. I,, , H t 11\\ n', J .,rr ,111 "ri,;rnal ,il l' , Harpers Ferry, \\est \ l!· ­

);lllla (from [hrGro/1/11c 1'-!J2). 



Photo of sketch from 'ihe Grachi c , reproduced in article 

"John Brown's Fort in Chicac;o, 1893", Seymour R, Fro­

lichstein and Russell V. Keune, Journal of the Society 

of Architectural Eistorians, Dec, 1959, p.160. 
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t ra.nsoms over e J.ch of the doorways, both of which are on one side. " 

Actually, the "Fort" h. ... d three doors, as shown by many photographs : 

.-l.ccording· to news reports , "Large doors of wood with he avy iron pl c,.te 

fronts once swunq open for r.:en who toiled for Uncle Sam in the build-

ing. n In actual fact , th0 se iron doors were o.: late r date than the 

ori<;",inal construction , probably . p laced during use of the buildins as 

a Civil 1·:ar prison or powder magazine. The news reports continued, 

"in the \';3.r one sGt of the doors was taken away, but the othe r set re­

mained, almost rusted from its hinge s." Two of the iron doors exist 

in -che present-day Fort, though the position of the missinr:- door , re­

built of wood, ha s been shifted duriw, one of the recons cructions from 
39 

the right to the left side of the entran ce facade. 

Also, the news accounts of 1893 ::.;poi::e of the " Fort" as " encl ored 

in a frame building on [,:abash Avenu'-- that is of novel desi gn." Yet 

i:he Chica~ro Tribune contradicted itself on February 1.i: 1 1894 , by statinrr 

it was rrenclosed in a corregated iron structure on 1:abu. sh .::,ve ." Jucig-

i n9· from the complexity of the design of Er. Garnsey's sk,~tch, both 

wood and iron may h a ve been employed. Hores for the axnbi tious project 

ran high in Chicago. The Granhic of January 9, 1892, ran an art icle com-

rr.e:1ding the venture, stating that the "Fort " ·.m s then in the precess of 

reconstruction anci would be open0d for the public in April . Through 

39. Chicaco Tribune, '.l.'hursday, August 4, 1892, p.3 (i .... pr:-,c:ndix 3, No. 3) . 
Flinn, John G., Standard Guide to Chicago, 1893, p.132 (Appendix B, ifo. 4). 
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co,1fusion of details cmd construction difficulties, preparations drarJc;2d 

ou"L throug ... L th-:, sumn,2r cf 1892. 

The Chicaco Tribune of Thursday, Augus ~ 4, 1892, rei ter¢r1ted th..J 

uFort's'' history and announced: 

"The Fcrt Compaicy proposes to throw th:: i'ort open to vi si ~ors 
within a month with appropria..:e c2remonies. Some distinguished 
Virginian will d2li ver an address, and ther,3 will be other 
e xercises. Th2 company will by that tir:ie hav;;; a lar:_:;·3 collec­
tion of John 3rown relics, anci Joh:1 Brovm and iboli tion 
literature of all k inds, whi ch will be r,1ade u. part o f th2 
e xhiJ:,i ~~ . 111 0 

P .. g·c:.in in ilpril, 1893, the trusting editors of tl1G Chicac:o Tri}June 

ran a:1 art i cle rer:"atincv the "Fort's'' story ...,_nd announcing that the exhi-

bi tion ·muld soon be or :med. Perhaps weary of false alarms, successive 

Tribunes carried no accoun::: oI- th:, grand openinr;, though nearby Libtey 

Prison .,;as corious ly a dv2rti sed. For an account of what ha.py:-::n-2d, we 

have presently to depend on t he resume aprJ2aring in the Tribune of 

February 4, 1894: 

" For about t en days the exhibition lived a precarious 
life and th::rn it died with a record of eleven paid 
ad.i.mssions add an outlay of r:iore t han :)60,000. Bx­
Conr,ressnan Holues loci::ed the front door anci too:: a 
~rain to Iowa. " 

TJ:-.2 company uent into recei vcrship, and Mr. Louis Michener was ar.-

pointed b y the Court as Truste8. In two chattel mortgac:;,es a r;ainst the 

"Fort u i ts2J_f as personal prop8ri:y and its cont'"nts of John Brown 

rr,,i.lcrntos, stag:, equiprr,eni.:, photogr.:iphs, etc., :Ir. 1,:ichener souc_::ht to 

40. In this connection l'~r. :3oyd Stutler of Charleston, \-lest Vir()·inia, 
owns three letters written by I-... J. Holmes, President of the John .i3ro-.,m 
Fort Comr;any, t o I2o 1J8rb:; Bros., publishers of Boston, in re::-erence to 
saL, of Sanborn's Life and Letters of Ca-otain John t3rm-m at the Fort in 
its new location in Chicaco. 

27 



stabiliz,e the distressed company. Both mortgc:.ge s, for '.ii,5 85 0 und 

1i8818. 75 respectively, incl uC:.~d search and siezure clauses and right 

of forced public sale in th•..: eVcmt of de.2aul t. 

,r:Jhat to do with the Fort itself has been a subject o: 
considerable correspondence amon9 t~1e stocr.:holders of 
the John Brovm Fort Cc"'.pany. To rent the odci-sharied 
building that she.l tered the relic is scmething that hi..s 
not bc•3n c1cco~nplish2d. 1:hc::ver ren.:s it gets th:; Fort 
until l~ov . 1st, 1896, when the lease expires... 'i'he 

present owners hope that some body will rent the Labash 
;:eve structure and consider the Fort some value until the 
exniration of the lease at ~323 a month. Then they pro­
mi~e to sent it bac:c to its forrr,er home . 11 1,; 2 

However, it is not surprisinc;; that ,vi th a record of eleven paid admissions 
43 

at 50¢ and a::1 outlay of -.~60,000 no furth,3r investors appeared. 

Troubles increased. On July 12, 1893, th;.; Orne El(.jctrical Construe-

"don Company filed a mechanic's lien against the John 3rovm Fort Company 

in the amount 0:0 "'1695 .08 for electrical supplies and labor datincr from 
H 

April 10. On Ii.u911st 17th, l::r. Ni chener himself brought a bi 11 of corn-

plaint against the John Brown For t Company for c.bfaul t of mortgac;re, in 

,n. The John Brow:i Fort Comr.any, L. T. Michener, 1-i:., July l2, 1893, 
Doc. 1901212, Recorder's Office, Cook: County, Chicac:,;o, Illinois. Ibid., 
Doc. 1901213 (Certified copies in App.;ndix :~, Nos. 6 and 7). 

-~2. Chicano 'l'ribune, Feb. 4, 1894, p.15 (l'..prendix 3, I:o. 5). 

43. Ibid. 

11,1. 

Lien 
2. 893 

Orne Construction Compa:1y vs. John Brown Fort Company, 
- Circuit Cour t, CooK County, Illinois, Case l!o. 6377, 
(Certified copy in Appendix r~, iJo. 8). 
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45 
the Superior Court o~ the StatJ of Illinois. By decision of the 

Court, a receiver was appointed for the company, and 

"'the receiver failing to _l_')ay the rent for the ground by 
the terms of the cont ract the J.ease was cancelled and 
the improvements on the property, includin,- the old 
fort, reverted to the a .mer of the land, Hr. Charles L. 
~-iutchinsm1, President of the Ccrn Exchange Bani:. 11 46 

Lr . Charles L. Hutchinso{l, on whose J._nd the " Fort" had been buil~ 

under J.3ase, was also the Trustae of th0 County of Cooi and State of 
47 

Illinois, and head of the Trustee and Trade rs Insurance of Chicago. 

A nan of action, he rented the elaborate supersutructure housing the 

"'Fort"' in 1-Iarch, 1895, to F.. 1-:. Eothchild, 

,.,the projector of a new department store soon to open at 
State and Va_1 Buren Streets, as a stable :::'or deli ve.fy 

viagcns and horses, and in carrying out the terms of the 
lease, the famous old Fort is about to be moved in such 
a manner tha t it will become a part of the stable. 114 8 

Nr. Hutchinson, however, experi.:rnced a chanc;::e of heart. In the words of 

1:r. John C. EcCord, representinr, 1-ir. Hu~chinson in the disy:osition of the 

property and nes-otiation of th-3 lease with Eot~child, 

"It is not his desire that it should become a stable. He 
appreciated that the prop::::r pluce for it would b_ its old 
home at Harpers Ferr y, but this would require the expenditure 

45. Louis T. 1-ii chener vs. J ohn Brown Fort Company, :Jill of Coraplaint, 
Ti.uq . 17, 1893, Doc. }151175- S, Coo1( County, Chicac:ro, Illincis (Certified 
cop~r in Iipr:-2ndix ii.., ~.o. 9). 

46. Chicago Tribune, Fi.pril 1, 1895, T:,.7 (Appendix B, IJo. G). 

17. Deed from Charles L . Hutchinson to J. Cudahy and vii fo, July 2, 1895, 
i\.:}corder's Office, Cooi-:: County, Chica(.) , Illinois . 

48. Chicaoo Tribum~, April 1, 1895, p. 7 (:~ppendix 13, ::o. 6) . 
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of a qreat deal o:' money.... ~.ow that it i G in Chicago 
hu ••• offers it as a free gift i:o any public ::-:,ark that 
wil 1 accept it anJ. care for ii.: • . . • It is nm r on house­
movers blocl~s and about to be turm"d around according 
to the plans v:e have drawn for a stable. But in the 
hope that the li ~tle bui ldinc;:r ca11 be sparec.. that fate, 
I hav2 ordered -.111 work stonped for a f.aw days and also 
that the buildins· be Kept i~tact . u:49 

1-;r. I~utchinson I s o.i.°fer ,,u.s called to th2 attention of rrominen-, Grand 

;~rmy uen, 1·,ho discussed the advisability of circulatintJ a. reti tion amon0 

the veterans of Chicago as~~inq one of the par.: boards to accept thG 
50 

relic. But ·Jrtile the Cra:1.d l~rm~, delibera : ~c.i, one crusadin~ woma:.1. 

acted. 

49. Ibid. 

50. Ibicl. 

30 



Cha:J cer V 

The Fo :. t a:1d ,:ate Field 

Lary Kati1erine i:eemle Field was Ct:1 ebullient , red-cur lc,d 1L.1shington 

news,,:omc.:r. whos2 cxci tine, career had L1cluc.ed interc1.ational note 

singer, w-ri ter, actr,ess, art- lover, :;di tor and publi.sh2r cf he r m-m 

newsnaper. r-:ate Field's ~< ashin;:,to;1 was a li v:cly edi torictJ. 1,1ee~;.ly 

of five ye a.rs duration, hed.linr::, Corn:.rre :::; s into le i;:rislating soci -11 re-
51 

forms 1·hile docum.mtirn;: conte:nrorary th2atre a:td arts. 

11Fro:n time to t ime she enc;:a;cd in b .J.ttles for such causes 
as internation::i. l copyricrht, Ha,,rai aan annexation, temperance, 
prohibition of 1formon pclye,a:ny, " etc ••• and " cain:,d consid­
erable vor;ue as J. correspondent frcm London and els;:;where Qf 
the 1:. Y. Herald, the;:.: . Y. 'l'ribun2 and other nev;spapers. 1102 

~~lert to ch2 prcble:!1s of r~cst-Ci vil ' .. ar l:cgroes, I::iss Field used 

her colurrc::is to enlist u. fund to purchase and pre serve John Bro~m' s 

Far~a and 0rave at :'o r-th El ba, :: • Y. H8r synpathies ,·:ere thus corn.'1li i:ted 

to r:1-3morabilia of John Brow::, a;.d further int erest in the John Bro;m 

Enthusiastically proIT.o~ing the Columbian Exposition in 189-3, ohe 

rra.ue h,:;r hcadcruarters at th:;; Lexington Hotel on Hichinul, 3ouleva.rd in 

Chicc.-;o frc:i the opening in Hay unti:!. th3 Fair clos:.:d in l:ovemoer. In 

<;;rati tude for her sup:r=-ort, the Columbian .Sx_.'.Jsi tion c:.:ward2d her a r.•:;dal 
53 

a:1d diplo1na. 

51. Library of Con<:;-ress, i-:::ate Fi e ld's ·.:a.shinqto:'.l, Issu3s of 1892-1895. 

52. \ :hi -tiw1, Lillian, Kctte Field, ~;_ 1:ecord, 1 899, LC (frontispiece, 
copy o :'..' portrait of l(o.te Field painted in I l:a.l}-) . 

53. I b id. 
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!·;01·1 fi::'ty-seven y2ars olJ and in failing health, : Iiss Field had 

;)ecorn..e v-::;ary of her editorial and promotional efforts and nurr.:nous 

social reforms including t he organizo.tion in Chicac__.o of its first 

Labor Bureau. She realized she must discontinu2 publication o:f l~a.tJ 
54 

Field's ~iashinc,ton and seeK a more healthful climat e. 

During- tho Columbian Exi;:.osi tion, hiss Fic.ld h d formed a ::'riendship 

with Nr. H. H. i:..chlsaat of Chicaqo, ::,ublishc;r of the I Rt~r-Ccean, through 

their nu-t:ual interest in the a:-inexation o..: Hawu.ii anc-1 other r,opular 

8ditorial concern~. In th'3 su:.~:,er of 1895, l 'r. =~ohlsaat acquired th2 

Chicano Dai :!.v }'.e Hs, and offered ":ate Field a post i n !·Iawaii as roving 
55 

corn, spondent. The list Harl: of here eventful li:,':e in f,r._erica was 

to c.rranc;;e the rescue of "'John i:3rm-m's Fort" from disr_race as a staole , 

":3o nuch was accomplish.:;d before I reached Chica.go a fe;•: 
days ago," she wrote the p-::.per, 11Thcn th2 rea!. b1c;-:: began. 
For al thouqh t hat public-spirited citizen Charles L. 
Hutchinson who fell heir to th..; Fort turns it over to 
me as a 0ift and al thcu0h th:; site and J.: ransportaiion 
are assured without cost, JJ.500 are m .. eded for removal., 
reconstruction and other expenses. This is a bi,:_· sum 
to raise. Still it is now or never wi t h me. I dtr. en 
:::-oute to Hawaii where I ought tu have been a month aQo, 
c:.nd the Fort must 'c-2 dealt with at once or the wintcir 
storr:ts and r,.Jr::mnL. .. l hoodlums ~Till not leave a rac~.:: 
behind. It is r:,a c~:ed in a bac~.:: yard axposcd to the 
, , 11 . u!S6 .!. tOl ~o 01 ... . . 

fforr,z.1 difficulty h.:1.d Jxen exy.::-::rienceci in securin~ a si t e for the 

proposed restoration of John 3row:t' s Fort tc ~fo.rpcrs Ferry. Loc~l 

55 . '.~hi tinq, Lilia::i., ?:ate Fi 0 lci, ~~c Record, 3oston, 1899, L.C. 

56. Letter f r om J'.•iiss i:::.-rte Field to Chicaqo Daily lJe\-IS, n.cl. in pri v,::..te 
collection of Lrs. \:ill :-~urphy, rfarners Ferry, -.: • Va . 

32 



fooling- ran hi9h, due to an unfounded rumor that K:ate Field intended 

to cxhur:.e tl~3 bodies of John Brown's raiders buried in a com.man grave 

on tho Sh:rnandoa.h across from Harpers Ferry and rein-Ler th(~m with a 
57 

fi tti nc;r r.ionument at the re5tored '' .r'ort. '' The Bc:O had put a 14-f~ 

railroc:.d fill and spur track over the ori,iinal ::::i te, und two other 

proposed locations W3re not satisfactory to l'dss Field because of 
58 

their inacccssibili ty. (S2e photoqraph) 

Finally on July 23, 1895, :::ate Field sic:rned a contract with :\lex-

ander ~-~urphy and his wife, who agreed to deed five acres of their farm 

overlooldrn2 the s:1enandoah near Harpers Ferry for t~te purrcise of recon-
59 

structing the Fort for the oxchanqe of one dollar. 
60 

a0reed to transport th) buildinJ free of charge. 

The 38,0 Eail.roc:td 

On P..u r;mst 4, 1895, l:is c Field addressed a group of prominent 

Chicago l'.egroes at Quinn Chapel, \·:abash Avenue and 24th Street. A 

com.ni ttee formed at the r;i<,eting evinced their enthusiasm by pledi;;ring 

,.;100 to the cause of restorin0 " John Drmm's Fort" to its old home 

Harpers Ferry. {~ John Bro,•;:n's Fort !"ssociation was formed of key 

,n.enbers of the assemblage and a further meeting set. The Chicano Tribune, 

57. 8 nirit 01° Jefferson, Charles Tmm, '.·:est Virginia., Oct. 1, 1895, :',2; 
Cct. 8, 1895, Chctrl0s 'l'm-;n Public Library. 

SS. Lett<2r from lliss ?.:ate FieJ.d in rcssession of Hrs. i:\·in FurDhy, 
Harpers Ferry, n.d. 

59. Alexander Hurr,hy and .~ife to 1-:ate Field, Jefferson County Court 
Eouse, D.I-3. 91, pp.'.i:7J-·17S: {C2rtifL:d ccpy in Appendix i,, :;c, 10). 

60. Snirit of Jefferson, Aur;_:. 27, 1895, r.2, C:i.a.rlc;s Town Library. 
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reporting the first f'.leetinq, noted the " Fort'' v:as " in a sorry state of 

dila9idation in the rear of Rothschild' s stable on I. abash ::~ve ." Accord­

Ltq to the article, Miss Field stated she had .J.t this time "the consent 

of Charles L. i-Iutchinscn, O!l w:i.o se ground the ?ort now stands, to re-

nove i t where she chose; that one of th} railroads had offered free trans-
6 l 

pori:ation, and thni: cc nsiderabl •2 money was already done,_to d. 

Leaving the final arranr; ,~;nents for transportation of the " Fort" to 

Harpers Ferry i.n the hand::; of an able at-~orney, Mr. Robert L. l•:cCah:!, 
62 

Miss Field sailed for Hawaii. Eer successive letters to mainland news-

par,::rs describe an active interest and participa.tion in Hawaiian c:_ffairs. 

On May 19, 1896, she died suddenly of pn<:! Umonia in Hawaii, and wa s burieu 
C3 

in Honolulu. An obituary notic2 in the Chica(\O Tribune carried an 
64 

interesting resume of her c,u eer, and a pen r-,ortrai t. 

61. Chico.go Tribune , .August 5, 1895, r.9 (i.;_ppendix 3, Ifo. 7). 

62. Soirit of Jefferson, Get. 8, 1895, p.2, Charles 7o¼. Library. 

63. ¼hitinq, Lilian, p.5 55. 

64. Chicacro Tribune, Sunday, Hay 31, 1896, p.6 (Copy in Appendi x B, ~Jo. 8). 
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Chapter VI 

The Fort I~eturned 

Jllr. Alexander !farphy, left with an orphaned "Fort" on five of his 

good farm acres, triod to mar:e the best of a bad bargu.in. Erection of 

the building on his land involved drainin<;_, a spring that had rendered 

tho site too wet. Further expense was involved by maintenanc'-' of a 

ca.retaker to recei v'-' hundreds of visitors annually. r.:.ate Field had agreed 

with Hr. Eurphy verbally to take c re of this expense , now amounting to 

$1116, .:..iut she had left no est ctte to be drai,,m upon for this maintenance . 

:Jostalgic groups with picnic basi-:::ets littered the spot, and trampled .1.he 
65 

fields with their carriages. (See i llustration on following page) 

Finally, on the 27th o.~ l''. 0 vemb'cr, 190 1
, ::r. Hu rphy brou<,rht a bill 

against Kate Field's Ad!.1i nistrator and the unk:novm heirs of I~ate FL:ld, 
66 

deceased. Suit was entered in the Circuit Court oi Jefferson County, 

in the cunount of ;iilll6 with inte r est , against the five acres oi land 

cn-;;lCdby .C-::ate Field on 1~r. IIurphy's fam "Buena V,sta", and t h::; building 
67 1 

i:novm as the " John Jrown Fort,,.. This pror:erty ·was duly advertised by 

the Sheri ff for public salG. Mr. Hurphy purchased the " Fort" and land 

for .,;;sec, paying the purchase price by settling the court costs in the 

amount of .,.,1 00 and deducting the balance from the amount of his bill 

65 . Personal intervie,1 of the writ.er with Mrs. \Hll Murphy, " Buena Vista," 
Harpers Ferry, June 19, 1961. 

66 . Alexander Lurphy vs . J. D. Billmyer, Sheriff, Administr <J.tor of .-::ate 
Field, dcsd, Circuit Court of Jefferson Couaty , Chancery Boo~: " 1::!' , r .19 2-
191.t , ::ov. 27, 1901 (Certified copy in Appendix A, l~o. 11). 

67. [.bxander i.forphy vs . 1-::ate Field ' s .\dministrator and Others, Circuit 
Court of Jefferson County, Chancery 3ooK ",~", p.247 (Certified copy in 

Appendix F., Ho. 12). 
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Ear~-.:or erected on site of John Brmn'3 Fort, after 

its removal to Chicuqo and subs:::quent fillin:;, by 

th:: n&O over the foundations. This ~hotcgraph was 

made in 1897. 

HF-524 
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" The Fort" on Buena Vista Farm, owned by Pi.lexander 

Lurphy. 1~ote chanc;;2 in position of wooden door, 

formerly at righ~ of entranc::= facade. 

:-J:F- 77 
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1896 - Storer Colleg~ group at " John Brown Fort'' 

oa .Juena Vista Farm. 

HF-599 
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68 
against hate Field. i3y this action a:.d ~: 100 in cash he resumed clear 

title to his five acres of l .:md ctnd the unwanted "John Bro,·:n Fort 11
• He 

then dismissed the careta~:er and closed the uFort" to visitors, planting 
69 

th~ surrounding field again to crops. 
70 

1;eir:rhboring Storer Collece c::.t Harp.-~r3 Ferry, f ounded in 1865- 67, 

had an u.cti ve interest in John Brown's Fort at the l-Iurphy Farr"'.!, where 

t heir alur:mae and visitors had made pilgrimages and study trips. Storer 

had su0~ested to Kate Field that the little fort be rebuilt on the colle0e 

campu3 on its r e turn to Harpers Ferry, but theL propos0d si i:e had not 
71 

suL:cd Liss Field as to c.~tent or accessibi lity. Storer, a lZegro 

collec;e whose m:;rn.b2rs held John Brown in high regard, entered into nego-

tiations with 1-fr. Hurphy sher tly after his purchase, and o•:)t ain-:;d his 

agreerr.2 nt to sell the Fort for :,,900, which ~vould clear hie purchase price 
72 

anci the Court costs. In April 1909, the College Trustees voted to 

buy the building, and appeo.l s were sent to a wide ranqe of benefactors 
73 

to subscribe the necessary funds. 

68. _:'";,lexander Murphy vs r.::ate Field et al , Ci rcuit Co'J.rt of Jefferson 
County, Chancery ;-3ook: "K", p.307 , .M:ay 2f:, 1902 (Certified Copy in 
A.pr,endi;~ :-., 1Jo. 13). 

69. Personal interview with Lrs. hi ll Viurr::hy, uBu.rna Vista", Harpers 
Ferry, Juno 19, 1961. 

70. ;_,fongin, Alfred, ;._ Collcr·e in Secessia, F..es2arch Project HF-104/'.. 

71. Personal int2rview of the writer with l<rs. "\·.' ill },urohy, June 19, 1961. 

72. Ibid. 

73 . Storer Colleq-2, 3oard of Trustees 1'reetin0 l•iinutes, 1909, Storer 
College file. These papers nude available by courtesy of l'-.i:r s. John 
1:mwomer, ';!¼:nul&~ of Storer College • 

.. ·sv 
P.,1,ts111e~cs Mtt-l4rttq" 
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3y P.pril, 1909, U.e Tr ,:)asurer's l~ecort for Storer Collec::-,·e showed 

.;,;981 subscribed, and subsequent treasurer's reports indicated that do-
71 

Jayeci co:itributions continued to be received. I:1 the l~ornincr Star, 

w2ek:ly religious ne,·rnr J.r~r i:·.1blication in Boston, issue for October, 

1910, th, editor noted: 

"The J o!:tn 3row:1 .i:-'ort ~rhi ch was boU<,_"'fht la.st year has b:)en 
reorect.)d on the cilupi.:s, and will p roix1bly be used as a 
mus2u:-n. In pres::rvinq this old buildinc the ccllec:•e is 
dcinc: a distinctively valuable wor,::. In it bec:;~an t he 
C' vil \:ar and as J. ne,v Cradle of ,:~rnerica::1 Liberty it ·will 
become an increasinc;;·ly ini.er.;sting buildi nc:. .Al r ead::,, 
there have cone to the school a lar g.; number of visitors 
to see the old Fort."75 

During the removal of "John :J rmIT', 1 s Fort" from Buena Vista Fann 

i..o Storer Cclle-:.,e, further di~crep,1acies crept into the physical details. 

Lr. Eurphy was ada...'Tlant that no bri ci;:s or wood from the structure should 
76 

b::; s pirite:i a-1,ay by souvenir hunters, but without the adva.:1tag-e of >Ir. 

Garnsey' s supervi sio:::1 o;i the di .:;ma:1t lin,:/ a,,d rcb.1ilding sor.-,3 variations 

occurred. Presont -day .neasur ..)ment::; vary from both f.Teviously noted s9eci-

fications, the building beiw, now accurately d.etcrr:u:1ed as 311' 1 3/4" x 
77 

22 ' C 3/ 811
• Possibly how2ver ~he di ffcneacC? may lie only in l.J.ci:: o f 

comrlcteaccuracy ii1 l:djor 8ymingtc:1'::i rr.'"asureme:.1-Ls of the ":i::nc;:inc and 

Guard IIousc. 11 

7·1. 'I'reasurcr':::; }{E:port, Storer ColJ.egJ, Year endin -, ;.pril 3C, 1909. 
Thes,3 par-ors .nae.le available by courtesy of Lrs. John :Jewcorr:er, Trustee 
of Storer College, 

75. ::orninc. E:::tar, Cctobcr, 191(, Storer CoUere File. These rapers mad--' 
available by C'.)Ur tesy uf Ers. John J.:eirccner, ~ffl~'e~ of Storer Ccll·,<;_'e. 

/:?~•:iflti'Ss f1a.Mrer 

7G. p;i.JG Archit ,2c~ural Teo..·n measured drauin,;:1s, 196(J, .:::C DC, Philr.1., Pa. 

77. L:1.ierview of writer ~,i~:h :Ir, ArchL: Franz2:1, ECi::JC Roside:1.; . Jl.rc:i.it:ect 
of Ea.rr:ers Ferry (atioaal ::onu:.'.en-L, i~ugust, 19Cl. 
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Eeversed position of Fort as rebui J.t at Storer Colle~e, 

wi -t.h guard house on left of entra:lce facade, en~;ine 

house on right. 1914 photosraph. 

EF-60G 





"John Brovm's Fortu reer8ci:ed on Storer Colleg2 

Campus. 19211 photoqrctph. 

Ef'-581 
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JOI-IN BROWN'S FORT AND LINCOLN HALL 



In the rrocess of rebuildin'J at the Collec:;c Lh-2 position of t·he 

Fort uas exactly reversed, placin.::: the guard hou:::;e c:.t the left or ,•:2st 

_nd of the bu ilding- and the fir,:,i eng-ine house on the ri qht. This places 

clos3d windm,s in the right 9able, cr:,"=n windows in the left, where the 

r ever se Has originally true. !\.lso it puts the ,;ooden door replacement 

.for -~he stolen iron door of the gua:r d house at the -l .1ft of the e t1trance 

fo.cade, instea d of righ·~ as our ec..rly photos sho- -1. However, these minor 
78 

details can be corrected in future removal to the orig inal site. 

13cr·inninq his presidency of Storer College in Septerrbor, 1899, Dr. 

Eenry ~-'• I-:cJon::1ld, a white rr._n Hho devotee: his life to wcL: a.non0 u-~groes, 

active ly pror;1ot.:)d the interest of Storer Collcie and the " ohn Bro1m 

Fort11 by persontll correspondence and circulars. Gn February 12, 1913, 

he ism1ed a single-fold ~roadside, cont aining a picture of the " Fort11 

and a prin·ced apr•";al for contributions to a :JlGOO .fund to mar:.e t:1e relic 

c. ,,;alJ-stocr:ed mus-, urn. '.l'reasurers' reports througci-1 succeedinc.: years 

she-,: consta::i.t contributions to the " Fort 11 in sm,:::.11 checi~s but the Eus.:rnm 

grew slowly, a h:)o :O: L.c!rc end an arti:zact there, CTcstly donu.ted throu(2'h 

::- 1rsonal effort of Dr. :,cDonald in correspondenc3 ~-;i th friends of 
79 

Storer Coll:,ge. 

78. Personal interview of wrihir ·.-Ji{h Hr. ;-:.rchie V . Franzen , ECDC, 
~ce s i d-2nt Architect dt Ha rr ers Ferry Nationa l Nonu r.,e nt, ,'\ucru si., 19G l. 

79. Stor-:n Cclle::_e Tr2 u. surer'.s RepcrL.,, lcanad to w-riter b y l-~rs. John 
Le·.--rcor;-:cC;r , Trustee o f Storer Colle (_rc. 
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~ebuil t urort" at Storer Colleg2. , - ' 
l\OLG 

chcm<;,2 in location of 2ntrance door ;:; , wat ch 

house section :10-- on J.ofi:, fire cnr:ino 

house ;,Ti t h rc;r. .:,.inin0 i ron doors on rig:,-t. 

:, ;hi t e rect.an::;-rle is pJ.r:.que r,resen~ed by 

alunnae of Storer CoJ.leg3 , 





An intcrestinq series o:f lcJttors appears in 193H, when Dr. hcDonald 

corw.ission .::d a certain is.ov. Joseph •~,. Hch~es to ''1:erresent th-3 Collece 

in acquiring for this institution c:rny o.nd all relics of Yor~~tmm and 

vicinity, to re sent to the col l ege and publicly exhibited in the l-:uceum 
80 

of this institution." Eev. Eolrr.3s uas a mer.:ber of C. V. Cor:1pany, 

Ca:rip l~EP-'1-Va, stc...tioned at Yor,::town. A letter to Rev. };olnvas' Commander 
81 

enlisted his sur;port of f.'.ev. Holmes1 efforts to collect mem·.:mtos. 

Dr. EoDonald a.lso int..:,restec.l himself in the history of the "Fort", 

corresponciirn;" durincr ensuing- years with th:! Chica::::-o Historical Soc:iety, 

Chicac;:-o Tribune and ach,1irers of ~:.rte FiGl(i. Eowever, wi thcut access to 

J.cqal pa.pers concerning t h e .buildin,:; , these sources could only rci terate 
82 

tradition. 

Dr. EcDonc:ld' s corresronc.~""nce throuc_:,J:-.out the years wit:h 1·lr. Boyd ::S. 

~::.tutler, however, yielded many interestirv' bi ts of information which 

have been ~,revicusly no:~ed in this rer,ort. In Hay of 1932, Dr. McDonald 

vrrote ;_.1r. Stutler concerninq a ta.blet pro:::tt:Pd by the ;.:. :\ .;~.C.P. to be 

placed on the walls of the old "'Port" . 3ecause of the phrasing of the 

rrnb:ni ~tcd in:3cription, th::.s tabl,e-t ·was raject ed, buJ: another preson-ted 
83 

by th-:? alumnae of Storer Cc 2. lecre i-.-:iS instaJl:;d with due cererr.on:')•. 

80. Dr. =r. ':'.:. LcJona.ld to 1:ho~t1 It Lay Concern, 1-lay 27, 1938, Storer 
Ccllec_:;-e Par2rs, 1924- 1938, :;:::.92, Ii:c~rr}l275, ~{FIL. 

BJ.. ~r. '::.' . LcDonald to rirs-t Lieut. Reese, Storer CcJlee;e Parers 1924-
1938, r-:.lOC, Iten i/1276, EFEL. 

8 2. :;c.uonald-Stutl::r Correspondence, EF1'.L. 

83. Joyd B. Stutler to Dr. Henry ':i.. '-Ic.Donalci., i:-l.J.y 11, 1932, LcDonald­
Stutl ·:!r Correspondence, Vol. V, ::::,.332, HH~L. 
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Dr. 1'1cDonc1 J. d kept up an active correspondence Hi th cic scendant s o;­

John Brcv:n, rromoti!"lg a nu:rJ::x:r of valuable contributions tc the Fort 
84 

r:useum. At U.e time of the sale of Storer Colle,:;e offects in 1960, 

i terns which had been lrw}ned for display ·h=rc returned by the Trustees 

to their m·mers, and ~.:he balance of the colle:ction was sold dt public 

auction, duly advertised in local pa!")ers. Proceeds f rom t:te sale of 

:auseum i·hms ·were included in asse',s of the College. Present museum 

i terns are loaned by a rJri vate mus...'um ncilly installed at the outsi~irts 

o..: Harpers Ferry, i:o ::rs. "Lil lie •~. E:oorc, who now operates t ho "Fort" 

as a private souvenir shop, with permission from th~ CoJlege Trustees . 

Visitor int.crest in the tuilciing's history i::: exceedingly high. 

Re ~urn of the historic relic to its oririnal foundations near the 

Potor:i.ac ':-Jill end an eric Odd.essy and ber:in a ne~•J chapter in the story 

of Jolm Jrm-m's Fort. 

8•l. HcDon;...ld Correspond::cnce, HF~•:E. 

85 

8 ,. .,._, J 1·ntcrview of ,-.rritor with hr s . Jo:1n ;Je':lcomer, Eo.rpers Ferry, 0 • ..t·o r so:-ia .. 
~ o;' Storer Collec::,1.:!, ,\11<:_,ust 1, 1961. 
fj .l)iht?S, i'1a->< .. 1r', 



1961 photograph of John Brown's Fort at 

Storer College. 

Photographer Jack Boucher 

NHF-1621 
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DeGd, r:atha.n Goff, Commissioner, to United 

3tates of ,-~:nerict1G J\rril J.7, 1877. 



This Doed. =tiiJ.de this 17th da::: of l 1877, between Hathan Goff, 
junr as Commissioner of the District Court of th, United t:itab"s for 
the District of \:est Vir~:inia., of the first parl:, and the Uni fod States 
of }\.r..~ericc1, of trte second part, 

\-;i tnesceth-that whereac:; by a Decree of 
United States, for the, District of ,:2st Vi 
ing in said District, in the chancery cause 

the DL..,tri ct Court of the 
nia., rendered at 1,heel­

of the United States vs. 
t:he Harpers Ferry vsahn Pm·:er and MaauLacturin.;:.- Comr::any, Fra:10is C. 
J1,.darc1s et alii.:t, on the 15th day of Soptcmber, 1873, it vms cunonq other 
thinc:,s adjud<::,ed, ordered and decreed that lJatha.n Goff Jr. who w:rn ar,._ 
pcin-i:cd a. Commissioner for the purpose, should sell at pui.,J.ic auction, 
at Earper's Ferry, in 1,:est Virginia, the water Power entire o{ the 
Potomo.c ld ver, as fully described in the Jill and proceed.inc;-;;:; of said 
chancery cause, a:1d whereas, i-L ,·us also prcvidcd in a Decree rendered 
by co.id Court on said 15th day o:f Septeri;-:ier, 1873, at 1Jheeling in tho 
chancery cause of the United States V3. Francis C. 1lda::1s, et al. (l:o. 
1) that l':athan Goff Jr. as such commissioner should also sell at public 
auction, CJ.t :Iarper' s Ferry afores 01id ,,.the '.. iter Pow::r entire oi the 
Shenand,)ah River" e10 fully described in the bill and procecdirn:;-s of said 
last m:mtioned Chancery Cause-·attd .. hs:Heas tho said Katha:i. Goff Jr. Com-
r:ii ssioncr afores-=1.ici, in said Chancer:r Caus,:), did on ·,hci 28th day of 
Septe:nl:x:::r, 1876, after huvi:1q prc.,vious} y advertised U10 time:?, place anci. 
terns of said 3a1c, as ro,..juired by -Lh3 terns of sc1id Decree afor-osai 
offcn for sale ut r::ublic auctio:1, at Harper's Ferry, on s:dd tracts of 
land, the said proparty so decreed to ;:)e sold--and a:: said Sa] e the 
United Stc,tes of L'tlcrica, beL1g- '..ho highest bidder therefor becar,1e the 
purchaser of said 11;:ater Pov,er eatir,2 0£ the Potomac River" 1 at the 
price o:c Fifty five thousand Dollars Ci5:3 1 00C.-) and tho snid United 
States of A1nerica, being also the hir;rhest bidder at sc:.id Ja1e, becar:1e 
the purch-iser of s<J.id '".:a.tor Power o.:rUrc of the Shenandoah Id v0r, 11 at 
the r:ric2 of Fifteen Thousaad ::Jollc:1rs (.;,il~i,OOO) c1nd hhereus by another 
DocrecJ of tLe caid District Court renc:iered in saicl above mention::d 
Cr:j_ncc"ry Cause against suid Harper's Ferry Later PmJer a21d Hanufactur­
ing- Cor:lpany, on the 12th day of D•.Jce:,1Dcr, 1876 said Sale of said "'/ater 
Power entire of the Potor,,ac l:dver16 to the Uniied States was confirmed, 
and said Ifothan Goff Jr. was arpoiated a Com:.u ssioner to convey said 
propert·;r to the United States, and whereas a.lso by another Decree of 
said District Court rendered in said Chancery Cause wrainst said Francis 
C. Ldaras et al Oio. 1) on said 12th day of December, 1876, said sal0 of 
said u;:ater PowGr entire of the Shenandoah F:i veru, to said Uni tod Jtates 
wc1s confirmed, and said ::athan Goff Jr. was also ar;pointed a Corrmissionor 
to convGy said proy;erty to the United f:itu.tes. :row therefore in consider-
2.tio,1 of the prei:1ises, the said United States of .~1ucrica., hc1vin,, r~aid 
s,dci rurchase r;:1on'3y in full, as shovm by said D,::cree rendered in said 
causes rcs;-:ecti v0ly on said 12th day of DcJceailier, 187C, the sc.id l\athan 
Goff Jr. as such corru:i.i ssioaer, doth crra:1t unto th3 saici. United States 
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of i:S..m:nico, said tm tracts o~· land, with Uw appurtenances, rir_,hts and pri viler·e 
thereunto lx,2..ong-in;/, and all the ric,ht, title, claim aDd int-::,rest h2ld by 
the uefenciants in said Chancery Causes-in and to said :r-roy,erty, described 

s follo~:s: first '1 theu :,ater Pm,er entire of th::: Potomc:1c Hi as r..8ld 
~y the United States prior to the Sale of said prorerty in 1869, under the 
conveyance to ('.eor<;::-e '.ic.shin·}ton in 17911, and thereafter by the Devisees of 
I~obert :forper anci ot},ers-i c1.cluding the si -;:e of the olci Armory buildinr:rs, 
or :nusi:et factory, Byrnes' Island and islands-I: •• .J. a;1c: C in the Fot.omac 
FZi v<2.r, a:1d lyi:1<:i m twee a said }?i ver, and the btreets, and lots of th::: tm•m 
0£ 's Ferry, as laid doi;,:n on ti,e map o:= saic:i prorerty u::,Gd at the 
Sa.J.,:; of 18G9-alsc all the valuable ,'la-tcr pm·.er of the Potcma.c rn ver at 
said rlaco, vri~:h the c.:rnal.s, dams, and oi:b:;r privilei;:;.::,s, anci the lots 
:,i th the buildi::-ic,s then,0:1, embraced in lot llo. 1, on sa.i cl Sale mup o:; 
J.1369-as fully d.oscriboci and set ::'orth in the 1)il} and r.roc0cd.inc;;s of 
said Choncc,ry Cause of the Unitec:i. 0tu.tos vs, thG Harper's FGrry Later 
Power a,1d 1-:anufacturinq Co:rrru.ny, Francis C. 1\dans &c. Second, c11l of the 
valua.:::>1,2 11at2r po:,10r e:1ti.re of the ,Shenandoah ld vc.r, at Ean-:>2r' s Ferry, 
as held by the United States, at thG time of sctici. Jc1lo in 1869, as fu1ly 
described in the l)iJJ a~,d proc:;odin(Ts of said Chancc.:ry Caus,2 of the United 
States vs, Francis C ... Adaras ct al (:;o. 1) it bGinu the: intention to re­
convey a:1d vest in the United States the full and perfect title to said 
Jn,;o tracts of l with all ai:::purtenances thereto belonc;,i ag as held and 
enjoy,d by thu lJni ted States, prior to said ~]ale in 1869. 'd tness tho 
follo-wirn;, sic:·nature and sea] ::he day a:1d year first above written. 

1':athan Goff Jr. 

Co1,:mi s sic ne r 

United States of ca 
Dis-~rict o; ,:est Vin::,i SS 
Statl: oi.' ~icst Virr_cinia, County of Harri son, to wi:: 

Be:::ore rr.e, LeG Hayn:ond, a ~;otary Public in said County and State 
:personally car::k; l'Jathun Coif • and ac";:nowL,dged the r1bove .J.ct to m 
hi c Deed. Given under ny hand and noi:ariul seal tl1i s 17th clay cf ,-'1.y:ri}, 
1877, in my saic:i County of Harrison. 

( 18) L,e Eayrao::1c.:i, liiotary Puhlic 

StatG of ,:est Virginia, 
]Gfferso:1 County, Set. Cler~::'::, Office of County Court 

0:1 the 28th d,:,y oi :~ .• .:) . 1877, -l:hi s Deed of Barg,,.in t f.>,l<2, 
:'rom i.a~:han Cof.2 Jr. Cor:JJnissioner, to tl1c:., United States, cf 1-\.merica., wc.s 
received i:1 said Office, and adnitted to record. 

Teste 

Icecorded in ueed Joo,;: 285, et SG'-..j, 

Cler,~ of 
saici Court 



lJc. 2 

u .? •· -·, to Thorr,'3.S s~vor:-J. 1 12, 1887. 

anci 

50 



::.-::no~·r all L;;n by these Presents, That •Hhere,-:.s unci:n and by virtue of 
the rrc,visions of the .kt of Conr;;rciss at>provc::d July 1:l:, 1881, entitled 
,.,L11 t:.ct authorizing and directinc, the sc.J.e of the rec1l estate and rip,uLm 
rights now owned by tho United Sto.tes at }brpers Ferry, in the State of 
\.'est Vi ni clu, the unciersigned, the Lolici tor of ;_he Treasure of th-'! 
uni t:::d ,States, caused the real 0state hereinafter descriLeci, r,art of 
th::: sa:r;e nCJ.r::1:2d in the Act .:iforesaid, tc b2 e.xrosed to sale by rublic 
auction en the premises, comn:1:.,ncint;; at one o'cloc.:: P. :;:,. on ·.:ednesda.::,, 
the hr2nty second da.y of October in the year one thousand ei,;ht hun-
dred and ui~hty four, after havin caut:,:,d r:u;:;lic advertiseme:-it to be 
made of the tine, pLwo a;1d conditions of such s.:::i.12 for th,2 period o:f 
four ':,.:;e~:s precedin;" the sclid day oi' sale in ths sGveral m,Irnr,a:: 2rs 
public;hocl in the vicirli ty of th" r:-rcy)erty so off.::,red a".ld elsewhere, 
selcct:::d wi{:h the consent of tlto Sccretc:,ry of the Treu.sur:r, the said 
Secretary or the TrC!asury having duly proscribed the terms of sc1],.;, ac­
cc,rdi:10·· -t·o the provisions of said act; And ,rhereas, at th-:; public sale 
or ou·:cry afore:sai th2 said pr:;::tises hereinc1fter J.escribod so adver­
tised Emd offered ~ldS struci: o".°f to Thomas r:. Su.very, ,;-ho w.J.s i:~L:; hiqhest 
l:ud b3st :)idd.2r th,nefcr at such silo, for 'Lhc, S'Jm of 'l'i·ren~y fi vc thou­
sand 0:10 hu:1dred dcJ.lc1.rs and ••••. ce::i:t G, o.:1d the sa:.d rurch;,, so money 
and incerest ~1uvin0 bee,1 i:'ull~/ pili ::m•J thorefcrc, c.i i:n2sseth, T':lat 
1\le~:a:1ei.er l:cCue 3olici tor of the 7roasury o: the United E;t,1tes, actin0 
i:-i that car,aci ty h)rein for a:-id on }::,.-2hc.7.f of tln United ;:3ta'c:2s of 
,._r:1oricr1, and by virtu,2 and u.uthori ty of the said ;;,c•t of Conc,r0co, for 
a:-id in co:1sicioraticn cf t:h2 said sm".l cl tuc,ni:y five thou::iand on,2 hun­
dred d:)llaro a:1d .•••• cents pciid i:Jy th.; sdd 'fhomas JI. Sa,v.3ry doth 
hereby releaso, se11., assic1n a:1d convey unto the said 'i'homas ~I. Save.ty, 
his h,.:d.rs a1.d t1ssir;:rns forever, all ik, ri;:·h'., title, interest and es­
tate of thr:.➔ said United States of :J.rnerica in and to all that c,2rtain 
lot, pi::ccZ; and r,arc,21 oi: land, si tu,:1te, n'::;· aaci bei n:, at I:arpers 
Ferry, in tlw County oi Jcfferso:-i, in tl-.2 ~3tat-.:: o:: ,:est Vi nia, as 
la,id clo1;,,n and dosi(J~wt12d on a pJ.at o~- s2tid -,rs Perry rnc..de by ~=. 
~:owell .Jrown, surveyor in the year 1869, and recorded i..ri th a Deed mac:lo 
by llia1 .... Be1k:nar,, Secretary of ,iar to Orren 3. Cheney aacl others, 
truste2s o:f Storer Collec;:ro, the 15th of Deceri::ier, 1359, recorcl0d c1mcnc,:, 
i:h2 lacld records of said Jefferson County, viz: tlt-J water pouer entire 
of the Potomac riv0r with a stri:r,:: of land d.nd bluff bordering that 
ri vor and n0 beh,een d1e str,2cd:s a~td lots laid doT:.n on the rlat of 
:forpers Ferry of 1869 extending fr011 Shenandoah street to th3 west line 
of the Uni-::ed States prop2rty, exccptinr:· a small trianc:ular i;,ic2ce of 
ul::.oui. a ~,'larter o,c: a:1 acre at tlu junction o::: Fotomac and idd0e stn,ets 
h,Hetofore sold to i:..lexa:1der }:urr:hy, toge"d1sr with the ldinqs, wo.ter 
~,,heels and ot~:,3r r:io.c:,incry and all th8 buildinc1 stone and other buildino 
eo:t:0ri-:11 on the c:round tL:? said above d,:scrib0d prori.:nty l7 i.vin<;:;· .b:,,:;n 
convey.;.;d to the Uni 1,2d States I:athcn Go:.:f J'lnr, Comr:1issicner b:0 Deed 
dated .~rrH 17th 1077 recorded in i.h:~ la:,d r,2cords o:: forson County 
I·.'est Virc;inia in D-a,ed .eooa: B, :;,ages 285, 286 and 287, to which reforence 
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is here ,nclde. To hctvc c:.nd to held all and sincular the f'.)rec,oL-w described 
:rr,2,c1is2s, toc_:_,t::ther with the a!,'."purtenances, unto the said Thor.1a.s ::. Saver:.·, 
11ir, l12irs ancl c1ss.icns forev,3r. 

In -.. itness .. 1h·::;roof tl1G saicl J.lcxanc.i2r r.;cC1.le,. Solicitor of the ~rea­
.:ury as aforesaid, hath, in b2l1alf of the saici Gni i_ed Stat0s oi' L11'.erica, 
s0:t hi c han.d and seal, and a£ fixed the oectl of t~1e C,ffi ce of the Sol i ci :.or 
of the \'rc,:,.s1:r:;.', tlE, twelfth day of ;;.pri 1 in the year on:, thousaad ,.,L--hi: 
hundred and eic.:.:h::y sev_:;,1. 

(L. 8.) 

SirJned, sealed r:.nd delivered 
in pr,)sencG of 

Lebster Elmes 

District cf Colmnbia 

City and County of ,Ji:1shington, 

LcCue (Seal) 

Sclictor of ~he Trcctsury 

I, ;,ebster Elm-es, a :Iotary Public 1:-1i thin a:id for the Di ::rtri ct afore­
sai C:., ~tereby certify t1tat i',lGxander 1,:cCue, Solicitor of the Tr :;,rnury of 
th_c: Uni·i:od ~3tates, who executed, anci uhose n.:1m2 is si(Jncd to, the instru­
ment h:;re~o cmnexcd, bearing dc1te the twelfth day of . l ;., D. 1887, 
personall:/ ap!)GO.reci i,2.:ore rrl'2 in the District aforesJ.id., he :xdn0· rer­
sonc..lly w,.:oll ~cnown to me to be the person ,,ho executed "che s,,me, and 
ac~:nc,·Iledc1ed that he:, siqncd, oeaJ eci., and deli vcred the c,~1110, and ihat 
th,:} SclLlG is r~i s a.ct artd doe.:1. 

CivcD under my har:d and official se.:i1 tLis twe1fth day of 
D. 1887. 

'.,eb:d.er Elmes 

State of '..es:: Vircrinia, Jefferson Count:?, Set. 
Cler;·_':::; Cf:L°ice o.E' the County Court 

1 

On the 27tl1 day of Jun'" 1887, tho forc:,:;oing ):;ed of Bar.·ain and 
Sale was r::;cei vc~d in said office and adr:1i tted to record. 

'l'est:• 
Gerard ). ;ioore, Dert. Cl·:, oi 

said Ccu:r:t 

Por Thor:1as 

, paae 317, et seq. 
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:::i".lm, u.11 c.2n by th..::s2 Presents, that wh<.:reas by virtue of the rr:::i­
visions of an J.ct of Con;:;-ress approved July 4th 1884 enti t1od1 ;rn ;~ct 
authorizing aaci din,ctiag the sale of the Yf::al ectate and rip,1ricrn rights 
now ow11Gd by the Uni h,d States at Harp'}:rs Perry in th2 State of \Jest 
VirgJnia" the undersiqned the Solicitor of the 'l'reasury uf the United 
States, causeci the real estci.te a:id riparian ri,_cl1ts hereinafter described to 
te espo;::;ed t::i sale by rnblic auction on the premises, corrirr,.:mcing at one 
o'cloc::: P. l:. on \Jedn2sday tha 22nd day of October .-~nno Domini 188'; e:.fter 
havir.1·: causwi rublic idvertisement to be made o:r the time, plac0 and con­
di i:ions of m1c::1 s3.le for c, period of four -woer'.:s nsxt prc,ceuin;;:i the fJaid 
day o~- sal_, in the several nei;,rnro.rars pui:ilished in tha vicinity of th.:; 
property so offen.,d and elsewhere sel,ectad with the consent of t:te ;:;'r:;c­
rctary of the ':2reasury, the said Secretary of the Tn::a.sury havin,;-r du1y 
prescrH::,d the terms of sale acconlinn to the provisions of said act; 
i1nd uhercas, at tlw public sa1e or outcry aforesaid, the said rrenises 
and riparian riuhts hereinctit2r cl,;scribed so cidverti sed ·was st rue::: off 
to Thonas Savery who ·;,,as the hir;:r~1est bidder therefor at such sale for 
the sun of eight hundred anu ten dollar::;, and the said purchase rr.oney and 
inj,erest l1avL1g b:::;en fully rni I:ow therefora, \:i tn:rnseth: that Eenry f3. 
I:eal .Solicitor of E,e Treasury of the Ur.1:ited States actinc:;· in that ca:ra­
ci·:~y herein.for and on behalf of the United States of An:;rica c..nd by virtue 
and authority of the said I~ct oi Conc-rress for and in consi dcffation of the 
said sur.:: of eight ~mndred and t.:;n dollo.rs puid by the said Thoms.s ~I. 
Savery his h.:;irs a:1d assic,ns :forever all L1e ric·ht, titl•2, in;erest and 
,~si:ute of the said l1ni ted 2}Lo.tes of Arr.erica L1 a,1:J to that certain lot, 

oco, and pc:,rcel of land si tuat,2, lyinq and Ix inc, at IIarp8rs Ferry in 
tho Cou:1ty of Jefferson in t:i,e !}tctte of ~ies·c Vin_:;dai,i and the Kater 
pm,rer pri vilJ,:2s u.nd riparian ri s o: th;; 8h9na:1douh river m:ned by 
the 'Cni teci .::itat2 s l:nown and adverti seJ. o.t such sale as lot two the ·water 
p01,·8r of the sctid ri var and th0 site of tho old rifle factory or !Till' s 
:::-~iflo wor~:s, the said la:1d beinr, moro r,articulc1.rly L.escribod ::i.s :follo~rc, 
3eqinninc, at an au,•er hole in the :i_::ioint o:f a rock: about two roles fro:1 
the canal on th0 ?:orth side of Shenandoah Street a corner to the corpora­
tions of :fo.rpers Ferry and Bolivar beinq at the west 1ic1a of Boundary 
street:, and is the point of corr.prorrise between the United States and ~·lajor 
Gcorqe }fo~·Jles in a suit pending in the Circuit ffoperior Court of La~r ar.1d 
Chancery :ror Jefferson County in the year 1827 ( s~:=o fir::'1.lre l in the plat 
hereto armoxed) runninc: thence with a corm:cror.tlsc lino alon(~ Shenandoah 
Stroot S f80 ·.:est 23.5-polcrn toil stone a~c the edge of c.h.)-Canal, l'cur 
polos abovo th:; point ~,here th:; north post of tho old loc~::-gai:e stood 
( firure 2), thence with another compromise line crossinc, t::,e canal and 
the; ,,incl:"ster and Potcrr::ic Ra:i lroad South 65° 45 1 iast 17. 3 poles t-J a 
ston'.J at the man_:in o!' the Sh,mandoah ri vcr at the extension o: the :!.::,si: 
line o:' ;~ouaciary ctrcct (fi,_:ure 3), thence 0outh 7,;o East 5 polos to a 
sta,::.e in tho ".:atcr, it hJinc," tho corner fixod at 28. 2 poles from the 
Sycw7orc -J.:rco, a corner in tha 125 c1cre patent in a surve=l made for tl1e 
U;iited States in the year 1827 by 1,.il.Jictu C:::.stlenan [;.urve;yor of Frederic,: 



Count:r a:1ci Jari,os h, :=:rown Surveyor of Joff..:rso;i. C;ounty Vircinia. L1 run-
ninc; the lin2s of th,:c f:uthe::ford (ficrure ,1), thG:::lC•2 l'Ti ih the lL1es 
o~ said surve::; SouUL 78° .3 2G ~iclc,s to a staQ) ia the i·:u.ter ( fi<::,ure ;:i), 
thc::1ee :corth 7•1° i:ast 28 poles to a sti1L;::e in tho ~·,c.1t-2r ( fii;:11rc: 6), thenc,2 
:,:

0
rth 38° 30 ;~2.st 8. 8 polt,s tc, Ut·:: crnd of i:he stone uinq wall to an 

,_:.butment on the ~•:inchester and PotocnJ.c I~ailroad (fic::,ure 7), Utonce •,,.;i th 
said wall 1::ast 5.3 roles to the corner o.t' the~ abutment ( 8), thence 
V!i th the :cac J of the scin,e Earth l. 9 poles to the otb:2r ccrner therGof 
( fi, ure 9), thence ,•;i th the i;,uard 'da.11 at the lo-,er or east e::.1d of the 
IsL::i.d ::ori:lt 11 c Bast 8. 6 po] (::S crossina 1·:a.ste ,:a:y to a:t c.n::;le in the 
waJJ. (:fi::fll.re 10), thence I~orth 46° 30' .2ast lC.55 poles to a;.10",:her an:}1•::: 
in said wall oppocite the Loc~:.s (::'ic-mre 11) thenc,., th 7C0 3C' Ee.mt 
7 .C pole:s to a forked 8ycdaore tree standinq on the lower point of ihe 
Isla:-td (figur,3 12), thenc:} cros;;,irn: th,3 ilo::it course ju,,t belov; the Loc.:::s 
::orth 10° 45' 4:. 'I poles to the noi·th ;.;;icb oi the stone vml1 at the 
South li::12 o:: 8h'.rnandoa:t Street Uicrure 13) i:henc:, aloag so.ici street 
Seu th 79° 15' ',iesi: lG .f, ~':Joles to tl:e head of th.e Loc~:s nt the north 
side o:: the :.:mll (figure 14) the:1ce along the Eorth side o-2 the wall 
South 86° 15' ~est 11.8 pol0s to the East end oi 2 ldrc~ ~tone on the 
top o:: the wall &t an angle in the same ( fi,_;c1re 15), th:mce South 85° 
~. 16 .5 poles to ,:: point orpo:.:i 1::) the 1-;iddlo of the old :Jri dG'e over th0 
Canal to l's Rifle ·::or:~su (ficmre 16), th:.:rnce South 86° ;Jest 22.I5 
poles oy-,pcsite i::o and near a solid rock in the Tc_u.d ( 17), thence 
follm-:incs the curv1 of the w,__,_11 lG.~> pol":s tc c.t stone at the ·m.::;i line 
o~:- .i3o~mc':ctry street extended (fit:;ure 18) anci. i'inw.lly ,·;i"L:h :::aid exi:,2nsion 
·:orth "~.3C Jast 1.8 pohis to the beginnin(,, containirn;:' thirteen acres, 
one rood and ten porches more or less a.ccordin:; to a. survey a;,d r1at of 
saicl ::1ri_.:;1nin..:s rn..:de .b~t ;~:. I:o":i,.211 .:3ro1·:n Survo:/or of Jef£erso11 Count'}·'" 1 

1,est Vi nLt on the 28th day ol February 1885 v:hich s,~i d plat is a.nnexcd 
hereto crnn mucb part of this Deeu, also tho ric_~ht ti tJ.,'}, int::ne:::d:, us-es 
and privilec_ps in a::1d tu land::; or h·aier rrivilecec of t:,c scticl river ,-i:1ich 
were conn:,y .,d to the Dai t:,d Stat"'s by John Strider and Fife b:,r Deed dat.ed 
Jun:, 27th 18~13 recorded in DGecl Bock 18 1_":uc;.:; 431 of the records of Jef­
forson County aforesaid to ,dlicli refcrenc0 is me.de for u more Jo~,~iJ.:,d 
descrirtion, tccr,ither ,;i th c.11 and sinr;;ulc.r tho ways, waters, 1·mter 
courses, rL:h-i.:s, lib2rties, r:ri vi 1.ec,:1s and c1p:curtena.,1ces tc the m1icl 
reo.l osi:,:_i:.e ...;_nd ·i'mter r,m,er pr(1rert:r belonc-:in,, or in any T,ri se app,:,r:.,.:i.in­
in(. 'ic have and to hold the sc:.id prenises crnd ,mtcr po,mr '."'rivilec:cs 
hcroin1·:x:?fore mGntion-.::ci. unto th" said Thorn.~s :I. Savery :tis hoirs J.nd as­
sinns forevcrffl 

In witness Hhereof the said Henry ,S. :;e,::.:.l Solicitor of the Treasury 
has set his han0 and seal and affix~d the seal of his Offic0 this sec0::.1d 
ofViarcha-• D. 1885. 

(L. L'.) Ee:uy ::~. :Jec1l 
Solicitor of 



District or ColuubL::., Ss: 

I. 1ebsi:er Elrr,e;.; a Ifotar~r Public for sJ.:i d Di strict, hereby certify 
that Ee::i.ry :::; • 1Jea], 8olici tor of the Treasury of the United 3ta.tes ,,,rho 
executed ,'.Dd w:1ose narae is :Jiqnsd to the Deed hert.:to ccnne::ed dated Harch 
2nd 1885, T.C:rsoncilly acpeared be:'ore me in suid District and acknc;ledoed 
thc:,t h-:; si,Jned, sealed ancl delivered the same and that sciLe is hi 3 act·· 
o.nc deed. 

:.i tness my ho.nd and notarial seal this .second day o::' l·1arch , ..• D. 
1885. 

(L. 8.) 

The Unii:"'ci States of JJT,2rica 

, . .::o,ner 31r:ms 
I'.otar:sT Public 

To: Surv::,y of Sheno.,,doa.h y:roperty c:i: LHn,rs Ferry, :~no,·n o.s uEall's 
fle 1-"\ictor~ru 

Reci::1.ni:.1,, at an aw::er hole in tho point of a roc1~ "J.bou·c tv:o poles :from 
i:hc.; canul, on the north sic1.-., of Shenandoah street, a corn0r to the cor­
porations of :Iarpers Ferry and Bolivar, bein, at ~i:1e w2ct 1ine of 
Boundary street, and is th,:, point o:E co:ctpromise beh:een the United States 
anr.i. Eaj. Ceorge Ifowles, in a suit r:;:1dinc;' in the Circuit Superior Court 
of Lc1w a:1d Chancer:- for Jefferson Coun"~y in the year 1827 (see fir,,. l ir. 
the pl,::.t hereto ann,;xed) runniw;r thence td ih a comproni se; line, along 
Shenandoah streei S 18° ,: 23.5 poles to a si:021e at thJ edc_.e of the canal, 
four s above J.:he point where the north post of the old Lock gate 
stood (fig. 2), th_,nce with another conpromise li:1.e, crossing the canal, 
and the \·:inchester and Fotom"'c l?ailroad ~i. 65° 115 1 B 17 .3 roles to a 
stone at t~w :nan;:-in of tLe Shenandoah river, at the extcmsion of the ·vfost 
line of 0oundary Street, (fie. 3), thence 3 71° E 5 poles ·~o a sta.i~0 in 
the 1;at2r, ii bein;- t:::-Lc corner fized c.t 2 8. 2 po1 es frou the Sycamore tree, 
a corner in the 125 acre paten-::, in a surv2r~- r::-.2.tde for the C. '.-:3tatcs in 
the year J.827, by -;,illiu.m Ca.stl-.::man surv,:cyor of Fr,c:;derici:: County a:1d 
JaJi:tes E. 3ro~m surw,yor of Jofh;rson County, L1 rui:mi:1c1 out the lirn)s 
of the Euther:ford <:rant ( fi,_:'. ,1), th2:1ce ui ~-11 the lines oi' s,iid surve::,r 
3 78° :S 26 poles to a stal:::e in tho water (fi(. 5), thence l~. 71° E 28 
poles to a sta.::e in the :sater (fi::,. C), th2nce :~ 38° 3C' 3 8.8 poles to 
the ,3nu o::= th•2 sto:1e '.Jinc;· Wco.ll to an abu ~Dent on the .iinchester and Po­
tonac Eai1road (fie. 7), thence with sdi d ·..rctll East 5. 3 robs to th:: 
cor::,er o:i' the abutme:ct ( • B), th;=i.ce ·Ji th th::, face of the sume ]';crth 
l.s pol,es -~o the other corner thereoi' (fie. CJ), thence ,·1ltn tht.:, 0uard 
wall J.t t:,e 1cYwer or east cud 0£ t~1,e; I slanci ;; 11 ° J. 8. 6 roles crossing 
vrasi:G ·ray to an an0le in the ,vall (fir;. 1C), th8nc,:3 1: 11G 0 3CJ 1 E 10.55 
nole::.; tc anothe;r aaqle in said -rall opposi-Le t:te Loc.::s ( fie • J.l ) , thence 
:: 78° 3G' E 7 .6 poles to a for~:_cd :::iycarr.ore tree standin(_r on the lower 
poinJc of ::he Island (fLJ. 12), thence crossiru: .. the Joat cours3, just 
J-.. x,low the, Loc~:s r 10° '15' ,1. 7 poLs to th-2 no:,th side of the? stone 

,,rall, at th0 South line o:: 8he;.1ci-:1.dcah str0et (fi,·. 13), the::ice a1o'1g 



said si:y;:;et S r:F 15' \·; 16.f. y:iolcs to thG h.Jad of ~he Loc~;:s, at the 
1:ort:!:i. side o.f th2 '>'Tall (:fi(. 1:1), thenc::: along the north siete of th2 
wct11 S 86° lt.i' :,. 1 11. 3 poles to th8 east end of c1 st. ~n;.; on the 
top o..:' the ',•ral1, at an a.frc3le in the Sc.i.".ne ( • 15), thence 3 85° '·· 16 .5 
roles i:o ::.:. :")oini: opposite tho rdd.dle oj' i:Lc old .3ri ~ over the canal, 
lo u~iall.'~., Idfle , (fig. JG), thence S 86° · .• 2~~.15 polos opy::c-
si te to a.:£\d near a solici. roe.:. i.ll the road, ( • 17), thc,;:-rce follm•Iiw· 
the curve of the ,nll l(; .5 roJ.,3:::: -1::o a s.,:0:12 at the .l•2st lin.:: of Boun­
dar~' street extended (ficr. 18) arvi fina.J.ly uith said ori:e:wion li 4:° 
3G' E ~.8 polou to th~ berinnino, containinr thirteen acras, one rood 
cJ.7.ci.ton r2rces (13 A 1 R lCP). 

Ci ven und2r rny lwnd this 23th dc.y 0£ Fe:brua.r~r 1 885. 

C, 
'-'• :1owell .3row,;, 

State o~· \;"2st Vin.Ji ;\iu, J effer:::on Cc.rnty, Set: 
ClJr~'s Offic~ of the Coun~y Court 

J. C. 

0:.1 the 9th day oi Zarch 1885 thJ fore<;:oir:·.:r Deod c: Darc;rain and 
Sal,:: ,·;a.s rece1 vad i:, saiJ. Cffico c:nd acl.:-:i tt3d to record. 

'festc, 

T •. ~. ~•:oore, Cler~( o:' ::nid Cour:: 

5C, 



,·,pp;::;;:DI;: 

:Jc. 3 

Ferry Par·er Cornpa:1y. Jur1c 25, 1883. 
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This :J::ed made the T11enty-fifth c.luy oi: Juno, 1888, _;)etueen Thoncs 
E. SavGrJ and Sarah ?. his ·:rife, John P. Jui and :-:artha :.::. his wife, 
'..illL.: . .:.":l Luke und Eose ':.'. his wif,..;, :-leyloit ; .• ,,rmstronr: ancl Lillie C. 
«:~rr:1stro11·-~, his ·vri~2!, 1~21.vis J.. a~1d Iciu 1:. l1is 1:J1re, s of 
the i'irst and 'i'he r'c Ferry Pu.1er ComrJ.l\'/, a corr:,orticn duly 
cltl...rterc,cl u:ider ·che la\IS o:r the State of ',iest Virc~L1i-]., pctrty of e1d 

r,2cond ,. 1.:i tn21:seth: '.i:'hc:t t·herea.s at o. r.m)J] ic sale of the lands 
a".ld uat:er rri vileg,2s of the Lni i:ed Sh::.tes uncLu c1:1. ,".ct or Con,:,ross a:;--­
prov,;:;d July ,1, 1881c:, held on the 22nd dcJ.:,- 01" October 188-: at Hc1r-:-,::r' G 

Ferr:.", \ • Va., tl12 L,s oI the first pcut hor2to acrreed toc0other Cl.nd 
did b..::cor:ie the hi0host bidC:er for ::;c1id prcr:.orty a.nd consented a.~1d di­
rect::;ci tha:t the lc:,(ial title to sair.i prof,t.nty fron the United .States should 
be conveyed to and h,2ld by Thomas : .• Sa.very un-Lil such tir::i,::2 as ho shculci. 
Le;; called upon to di vicio and s"t apart th2ir rospecti vo in-'.::erosts -\-herei:1, 
cUlC'. the parti:::;s of the first part her:2to :10t cbsiring to have Gaid pro--
9erty pe;rti tioncd off but desirL1q to convey it jointly to th2 p.uty of 
tho second Low, 'I'hen3fore this c'.eecl ,,i tn.1 ssoi..h that for anci in 
ccnsic.,:;ration of -!-he su:1 o:i' One Eundroci 'l'housa·1c.1. Dollarx (.;,lC0,G0C) r-'1id. 
l)y the p~,r~y of the second r=.rt unto t;,e partiGs of the firsi· , the 
recoip-L of '\·Thi ch is hereby ac,c:1m·1ledt;:oc.i at and l::2fore the ens3alirn:r and 
delivery cf ~his deod tho :r,::.J.rties of the first part hereby sell, c•rant 
a.nd convey unto the 0arty of the second th2 followiw· described 
real csto.te bcinq a.no. si tuat'3 at Harper' G Ferr.:, County of Jefferson, 
.State of 1 

.. est Virc;inia, nar:::ely: The site of the United States 1·lusY::e".:. 
Fact::.1 ry on th,2 Potomac hi ver at said place, exc;:;~ting anc. res;rvin ·, ,1 

Gtri~-:i o:: land fror.1 the scJ.rne oi 700 feet i:1 len9th exte:1dinc:r from Shena'l.­
do.::.h Street J:. .. • a.nd bounde:d on ~he Korth si cb by the .Potomac :id ver a:1d 
on the 8outh si6e by the line of the land conveyed to Thcmac I:. Savery 
as i.lforesdd, by the United States Govc,rnme:rl , unckn a.fcremertHoned cJ·3ed. 
It beinc; the sa~.G :rruperty wllic:i. was ccnvcyed l:o '.i.'homc:u:. E. Saven' from 

~:cCue, Solicitor for the Tr0asury :.)} c:"ed du.teci 1 12, 1887, and 
·.-:hich is recorded a.:wng the land rcccrds of J offer son Cou::1ty, \·.est 
Vi~gini~, in Deed Joo~~. pa0e 317, to ,~1ich reference is had for a full 
c:..:1d co;:1~~:Jute C.::scrirflio:ct of tl1e prr.n:iises tell! l1erein cc.:.:.veye6.. 'l1 0 IIave 
anet To ~fold the above deccribcd property, excG~:<: thc:.t portion mentioned 
and r2servc.;d. u.S aforesi:J.ici, toc:,ether Hi th o.11 t'.·te a.f-TU:rte:1ances thereunto 
bclow_,inr,, or in a::i.y 1dse arnertaininc, unto the of the seco::id 
y:ar·~:, its successors a:-td a.ssi(tns, forev3.r, ~1:1i ~:11 co,rona:rls o""· fJpt::cidl 

·.,:itno::;3 i:::i....:: follmdn sinna.tur0s unc:. sca.lG. 
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Tho f:> • :: 1' Su v~ r;r 
Sarah F. Savery 
J oha F. '-.''J.i ..::y 
Earth[, 2. <uic,lc,y 
~~·1r1. Luk:,:;; ( t}3 a~ ) 

(E~2ctl) 
{~_:elll) 
( Sc,aJ.) 

(2ec1.1) 

Eoce '_;:. Lu::e {Seal) 
1-:eyL:dt l-: •• :.r:nstrong 
Li 11 i e G. ,,r:c~st ronr_< 
Le'.·.'i s J. " .. r.,rntro:1g 
Ida :~. ;~r:-:istronn 

(Seal) 
(Seal) 

( ::::ea] ) 
(beal) 



State of re':est Virc,ida, 
Jefferson County Ss:-

I, John 1-.ooncc, a l1otary fubli c in c:.nd for t::1e County and State 
ufor,rnaid, do here;-y certi t:1-:.ut Thos. :I. , wLose nano is signed 
to tl-le ·Iritin9 above beari:1e;c date on the 25th day of June ,: .• D. 1888, 
i1c,s this day acl(nowledcrod th2 same before ne r::e in :ny sd d County. I 
al:.;o ccnti:fy Lha.i: Sa.rah L Sdvery vrife o:' s,lid Thos. E. Savery, whose 
na.r:-!2G are sic,ned to th,;; wri tincr above beuri:cc,r date on the 25th da3r of 
Ju::10 1883, parsonall:,: appeared before m2 i:1 the County ,:.:fore ..end 
beinc: e:zu:.'i=i.ed, by me privately and a:rxfft from her said husband cmd 
hivin~r c~id writinc' fully e:xr,lained to her, sh:.::, the so.id Sarah P. 
Savory- ac1~n.o~rl,;;dgccl the saicl ~·Jri tiri~J ~o LI.] l1c~r a.ct and c..l:..:c1c..r,2cl that 
sh2 :tad. ·~1illin:_rly cxec1..1.tccl tho SJ.:Gc ancl docs no,: i:/i sb. to r,~-trac-t ii:. 

(civc:1 uncJor ,;1.y ha:d and soa_l of Cffice, this 30th da:- of June, 
1388 . 

(L. . ) John ~:oonce 
iJo"Lc1ry l-11}Jlic. 

E:to.te of )(~la~·:o.re, 
t:0°1 Ca.si:J.G County, Sr;: 

I, 1:enr:y J. Cri1.pe:1, a ~,:otary Pu:)lic ht aad i:cr th3 County anci 
State c . .coresai do hereby certi that John I-1. :~,ui ,·,hcs2 name i.s 
si,:ned to tho :,ri-f-i:cg a])ove ;---:;arin,, date on t::lc T.:ect fifth da.y o:::' 
Ju:1c, ··-· J. l888, has this day c.ci'::10·,:l,ed02d the sane :oe:forc rc2 in 1:c:y 
saici Co:J.nt:·. I also certify ihc::t Ec,rthu I:. ,· 2y ,rife of said Jchn 
:I?. (/c.i ;-rhose :::1ur.1:~s ar0 si~.n:.::d. to the 1;ritir1\:· a}Jo":te l:\,;;arin(r cL..::.te 
on tho 'J.',,:.,:-:'.:~·-fi£th day of Ju:1';), 138i:i, tGrso:--wlly ai;:->r::ca.red befor2 me 
in rr:y Count: 0 aforesu.id, a::1d b2:Lnr_:, ex,.:;.nined DY :n2 rr:L vately S.'.1C: at•art 
fro:n her said husbG.:Ki and havirn:, cai<.., ,,ri ting fully ns.Jd to h:n, 
sl:•J the said :,.:an.ha E. ac~:1c,'Jle:d0ed the sc1id Hritin(_. to be her 
uct a:id c.:2clc2rc'3d 1.11at she haJ ·.-JilJ.incly .:::x0cul:ed the sa;r::-, and do0s not 
".;1 sc1 to r etrucJc i ~. 

Ci ven and.er my ltand and sci al of Ofl'i c,'", This 
June v. 1888. 

(L c;.) 

State o=: Dela.1:-;e1r:~'., 
:,:ei,.- ca~t1c~ Cctt:t·'.~--~-:, i:.:.>G!-

E:mry J. Cri p~e::1 
1;0 Ldry Puhli c 

fifth day of 



I, J. Cri;Ten, a :lotary Public in and .for th2 Count}' and 
Stale a.:..:oresui c:lo l1or01Jy ct,;r 1~i th.dt ';.illiar:1 LuI~G 1:Ill.ose nd;s,::;; is 
si,,:1c:::d to t:te -,rri ~:ia:i abovG bearin:; date on the ';_·,.m:1~y-fiith day oJ 
June · • iJ. 1882, has this da:,: ac~:cYwlod02d tlt:J sun:,; l:)eior-..;: ne in my 
saicl Ccunty·lt I also ccrti2y tl1crt l~cse ~=1

• l1u_:e, liifc of suid «ilJ.iaw 
Lu~~_;; whose n1:1:c1os ar'" sig_1ed to t.h8 ,·.;ri Jdn:_r abcve beari:-tcJ dute on the 
'I\,2:1ty-::L~th day of J,111-2, 1880, ::: . .;rr:cnally ar;r,3ared before nK-, in the 
County aforezai an::i bc,i::i.c, e:;~auined by r:12 pri vatcly a:rid apart from 
her su.ici husband and havin°, so.id ·h·ri ting fully explai.n-:;d to hQn.;, sh,•, 
the said .dose ,., Lur:e, ctc.:::owl.:,dged the su.id \'O:Ti tin,~ to be her act and 
declared that she had ·.:illins'.ly executed the sa:J"" and does not Ivish to 
rctL:.ct it. 

Civ2n uncbr rc1y hand and zeal of Offic2, This 
Juno ••• D. 18C8. 

State 0£ ihJ.a1·1cre, 
1-:ent Count:,~, S0; 

IIenry J'lf Crir·~:c:1 
::o~ar:' J:u:Olic 

fi.Hh c3.y of 

I, 1 .. ,:',. :\. Hchc::on, a '.iot.::i.ry Fublic i:1 and for the County and ::::tate 
afon-;saici, d-,J ltereby certi that t :.: . ,:-,r,:i:,tron~ whose name i :J 

si(·ined tc tl-'"G ;,1ri tin~r alJova 'rJoarin-- da.to on th.e tT1cnt~-1-fii:th clay· of 
Jun.:> .~. IJ, 1883, h::13 this day ac~:::ncnledc_x.)d th-2 sa.rr,2 b0forc r,e in r.;y 
said County. I a.lso certi that Lillie C •. rrnstron1, v:ife o:f said 

L .. -.rr:tstronc, whos2 ndmes o..r::: sic;::wd to tln ·,Jritirn:;, above 
bea:dnq date on the twcrnty-:;_-ifth 0.1' Jmt8, 1888, rerscmally ar;pedred 
before r.= in th2 Ccunty aforesaid, and being· .)XiJ.:nin,:,d by me pri v,1t.Jly 
and apart from her said hucband and hrJ.vincr said 1Jritincr fully explained 
to bo her act ,nd declared that Eh-a h,::.d ,rillinc,ly ,·,z.3cuted -~he came and 
does not i;-,ish to retra.ct it. 

Civ:20 und2r my hand a:1d seal of offic.::, this 27th cay of June,,. D., 
188[). 

(L. f_.) Ecbson 
i;otary C 

I, ~.i. ?. Cec::.ry, ;:otary :i:Jublic in and ::or th,_ .. County ,nd Sta.te ,:tfore-
sai cli..,,' ltc3ro};~r ccrtif:1 ·:hat LG":·Jis JIR ..:.._r:cr.1stron0 ~.·Jhose norJ.~_; is si(rned fo JLhe 
,vri tinr· abov,) bearinc, da:b c:1 -i:he i'L::'i::h dc1y of Ji.1::v:: '. J. 1838, hes 
.:his day o.cl:nm.,J.ec::;ed the sa1::co i:.,-c:!fore 1-:12 in r:iy ,nici Couniy. I also certi 
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UF:::l: Ida ::. ~ar'-' of s .. :id Levris J. " . .r:nstro:1,,, wr.cse nc:i.r:ies are siqned to 
th2 'JYitinu a.bov2 bearincJ date on the fifth d,1:, of J:mc, 1888, 
r'.:,rscnc.lly ilp}':'dO.'"ed before ne in the: Count~- afcresa.i anc: bein<;:r exc..-

rr.:i.ned ,rre vately and apart from her s:ii.d rm and h,winc:r sa.ici 
,·:ri~:L1c: fully exr,lained t:. h3r, ,she, tl:e sdd Ida ::. ,-crr:iGtror.-:-s ,ick::10~•;­
led::;::eci trtc said ,ffi tin~· to be her cwt e.nci c.hc1ared thc1.t she had ,·rillinc­
ly e::ecuted the samG and do,2s not ,vi sh to retract it. 

1888. 

(J.::;.) d. F. Gc~aY~/ 
::otary Public 

Stat:: of ·"est Virginiil, Jeff::::rson Count:;, Set: 
In the Clerk's Office of the County Court 
0,1 the second day of July, 1888, the fcr<::<;;-:oinc:i ll:::ed o"'· .:3arc-ain a:.i.d 3a1e 
":J:J.s rec..)i ved in said Office c:.nci. adni tt3ci to record. 

Recorded in DGad 300.::: 

'::'homa.s ~'-· ~.ocrc, Cler:.:~ of said Ccurt 
.Jy C::ira.rd D. Eoo:re, Der:aty 

123, et secs. 
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J. 7rusi=e::;. July 28, 1392. 
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This De2d made this 28th day o:' July in the year One thousand 
.:.drhl: hundr,2d and ninety one, between 'i'homc.s :-~. ~3avery <"md ,San1h 1;. 

Savory, his uif,2, of lr:1in9ton, County o: IZcrw Castlo, in the Stai:e of 
Delm;c:..re, a'\d John C. (Gui,;ley and :•1artha B. L.ui:':rLiy his ,vi:fo, of \·:i:L­
minc;--to:1 County of l,e.r Castl2 8tat,2 of De]awar.::-, and . llidm Lu~.:.e an<l 
Rose T. Lu;;.r2, :ds wife of Roc;·.land County of l:ew Castle, State of Dela-
ware, ,,.nc L. ,'.rmstronc and Lillie G. J'..rnstron,;:', his wif2 of 
Phile.da, County of Philadela Stat,:; of Fenna. a:1d Louis D. ~~rmstrono and 
Ida :-:. ::.rnstron,:, hi.s ·,Tifo, cf LocK Ecwen, Ccunty of Clinton, State of 
?ennsyl vc.nio., i:.a.rti.::;s of the first p,-:.rt, u.nc.i }1uJustine J. 8.oi th for 
hir.1s2lf and as Trustee for '1.douiram J. Eol:nes, John Boyd, Sheppard C-3. 
l~oc .. .:1100(1, 3isf',011 -1. II Per:~iY1.s, Ja!nes I:. C. 1·.ilson, ~-illit:1.rn ~. N Dudle~:', 
~,lfrod Zucker, .-•• C. l·Iills, and 3. ' ... Clar~:, rartL,s of the s.::cond part, 
as their irrbJrests may apr2,_:..r; 

.... '.!. J 1 
,.i c.ncsse·L.1: That in consideration of the sum of Fi v2 'J.'housand Dollars 
(,/5,000) tc then in hand pai the said parties of the fLr:::;t pur-l: do 
r:rc.E,t u~1to the said f-3-rti,"s of the sc,cond flart v,ci Et c:;eneral wc.1.rranty, a 
certa.i.n bric., buildinu ,:nc1·;n o.s 11John l3rmm' r~ Fcrt,,. i:oc'ether with the 
:foundu.'l-ion o:.' said buildi:10 anci all the o.prJrtenc.ff,ces, fixtures and ar­
per,daC'"es thereu;,.to beloncdw:; also so r:mch o: L12 soil on 1-.·hich s;:iid 
buildinc,, sto.nds, or as may be enclosed t~1ercin and as deep dm,m as t!te 
sec::rnd party mc.1.y elect tc remove or to.r~e by this s,~le but not ..:xceediaa 
a de;cth of one foot. Said buildirq and other rrorerty to be removed 
.frcn tl:1e real estate where it i c; located hy second _[.'':l.rtics hereto, as 
her.:d.naftc;r provided. The aforesaici bric.: buildirnJ so a:nrnm end de­
.scribed u.s John Brown'a Fortu, is locc:.ted and situated. in tho To1>m 0£ 
lid.rl'ler's ?err:,, in the County o; Jc:?ffc2rson and Stc:.te of '."est Virgini,:, 
;:;rnbracin,5 th,_, ea.st ceven hu:tdr.2d f,2et of 1vhat is l::n01-m w.S uThc Uni teJ 
States r:usl:et Factor:/", and is further and more parti cul located 
a.:1d described as follo 1:IS :- :wmely, 

Com1;1encinr;, a.t a point in said tm,'Yl of Earp2r's Ferry ::,here th:: 1,orth 
li::i.c of Potomac Stre2t a:i.d the west line of Silenandoah Street inter­
sect and runnin[J thonce in a westerly direction u.lonc' the norH, line 
of sa.id Potor::1.ac Stroet seven hundred feet; thence in u northerly di­
rection p:rall2l '✓Ji th Sh12nandoah Street to the Potomac in ver; thence 
in an easterly direction alo;:i,q said river seven hundred feet; thence 
in a souUterJ.y direction and along the ,,,,2st line of Shenandoc1h Street 
to ~ho ce o::= betinnin:,; 1·rhich plut of ,;::round is iniencbd to incluclc 
aad 2nclose th0 1nici;, structure or J:::uildin/x(nc\m as "'John Bro,m's 
Fortu. Said reo.l est ah, beinc! a portion of the sa:r.e la:1d tha'.: under 
a:1 ,o.c-'c of Con, ,,ross, app:rcved July 4th, 1ss,1:, 1,w.s sold at public u.uo­
tion on tho 22nd day of Cctobor, J.Ss,;, at :IIu.rper' c Ferry, 1.:est VirrJinia, 
to T::10mac ::. Savery, as the hi ·;lv:?st anc.i :Oest bidder therefor, ai·td bcincJ 
c1lso a portion 0.1.~ tltG sa1nc conV·3~,recl to sa.icl rl1l1o!EJ.s II- Savery 
fro,rt :"' :::-~cCur:J, Solicitor of th3 'l'rec1:::;ury cf the Uni Led States, i:)y 
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d.x,d J.ated .:.,.pril 12th, 1887, a:1.d -;,;hich is record.ed in the land rGcords 
of Jcf:forsor1 County, \. 8 st Vir9inic1, in Dee:d 300_: , rac:c 317. 

In adclit:ion to the said nJohn Brm·;,'t':::; Fort"', the appurtenance::;, fi:-:­
turcrn, apr,e:1dac;:::G and soil thcr0wi th convc""yed b~· this instrur:1ent, tho 
saic p d:ies of the fi ~st part hciroin :i."urth,:,r (iTant, 1easoand convey 
to th,2 said second p,nty }1<:rei n the rL,ht Oc. ·,ny over J' he r_al estate 
h3roin d:cscrineci fer L1e r:;·1rposo o;· re::iovincr so.id property so :i-:•uroh,::cs2d 
o:Z said fir:::;l: part::, c;:'i vin,_, c1r10. (_::r,.ntin,, to the second y::.,rty hcneto his 
or ·their repres:mtati ves, herirs, ex0cutor::i, acir,:irris'.:rc1tors or assicns, 
f 1JlJ. pm:2r to e::,~er a,1d c:_,ntinue ur::0::1 saic.i. rec::.1 esic::.te herei:1 doscrib0d 
at sucl: tine or tir:es a.s lte or they Di...Y s1c fit and so lon,' as c:,ay be 
rcdsonably re~uirad sdid second party, his or their hairs, repre­
santati vcr;, ~J-:::ec11torc, ac1J:--1ini stratoro ·-:,ad c;.ssic::-ts, }Ju~ not to eJcc:::;ed 
·:he prlriod of four months £rem th,:; c13.t0 of this instrur::-:::nt, save and 
cxc2r,t in tlw vont cf said sacond praty, r1is or th2ir heirs, reprc,scm­
tati v2,s, executors, QcL:iinistrutors or assigns, beco::,L:10 involved in 
litigation ~th recard to saict property so herein conveyed before th2 
sam2 shal~. h,sc been rcff:oved and ull of it in ,dlich cas3 s,iid second 
!)arty may hcive until sixty d0.ys after the termination of such li i.iqa.-­
tion t0 remove such property o.nd a11 the prop:,rty so h<.Hein conveyed. 

Sa.id building c.nd property s:i.all occupy the land upon which it is situded 
free and di scha.n;.,,,d from a.11 rent or money der:iuno. whab.::ver £or the oc­
cupc.ncy of said l:.1nd or for the ri:_,ht to remove said buildinc;:r and oth::!r 
property heroin de.scrih.:;d fro.::i saici la;:,cl. 

The said y.:c~rties o:i: the first ccve,iant thal they have the ri,;:-;-ht to 
conve~r th~ said edifice and bui1dincJ t:nm,m as UJohn :i3rovm"s Fort", in-­
cludin, the foundation of said building 1,Hh all the c:.ppurtenanc(;s, 
:f:L:8it1.1res, anci a.pper~da~Jes thr2ro1.1nto L.elon9iri.:3~; a..lco t1-lc sc,il UJ)On ,,2ltich. 
saici buililic:1r; .star1ds, or that may be enclosed therein to the c:ier;th o: 
one foo~: :~rora the surface of the c;:round to the c.rantee her-:,in; that the 
,'ran:l:ee horuL1., his or thc:ir heirs, ,c;x.ecuton,, ad:ninistratorG assi,ms 
and rerr~sentatives shall have quiet roscossion of ~h..1 s~1id proy::orty 
herein conveyed frc➔o from a11 incurnbrance; tlnt they the Si:i.id r:;a.rtios of 
the first nart vi 11 ex;;cute such other and furE1er assuF1ncGs of tho 
snid as ~ay bo re~uisite to cu~e tho tii.1e th~reto 000d, and 
that thi:c~- helve do::i.e :10 act to incur.L...>H thJ said pro1:erty. It b::;ing th: 
true moc1:li::10 an6. intont of tids ccnveyo.:1ce to L1vcst the pz:rtiec of tho 
second p,'~rt ,d th all th,:; right title c'.nd interest of the r·,,J.Yty of the 
first r,a.rt ninnirn ,:Ii th the i ..;e in a:,d to the bric:: c11 d si:oiw structuro, 
tnC\'m as u John Bro,n' s Fort cud to insu::.-e t:he full and c:uiet res Ge ssioi1 
thereof, togeUwr vii th tho ric)1t of r3moval of ·ih,~ said structurG ·,d th 
all its appropric,to belonc:ings, to such place as the par~y o.~ the sec,. nd 
part ma:0 desire with reversion c~= tha fee after tho reDove;.} of said 
structur:;; to the granters h,arei:,. 
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-,.i -i:noss the follmri:.1J] sic•:::-iatures c1nd sea.ls. 

1
J..

1hoL1as ~I. Sav2r:y 
SQrah. F. :Javery 
John f. ,:..:ui-~dcy 
1:. E. ,~uisle:r 

( E-ea1) 
(::Jeal ) 

Lul:e (5eo.l) 
Lose '.:'. Lu:::c ( Seul) 
:"eylert lI. hnwtronc- (ce~il) 
::rs. Lillie G. F,rmstronc, (Seal) 
Le-.,;i s J. ~·crr.1.sironc U~ea.l) 
Hrs. Ida :-:. i.rmstronc.r (Oeal) 

Sto.te of l:ew Yor~:, County fo Es;.;exS3 

I, \;. 3. Brmn, a lfotary Jublic in and for said County do certi that 
'l'ho,,1as r=. Su.very 1d1cse name is sir;ned to thc ,-:ri ting a.bovc, bearinq date 
en tho 28th da::,- of July 1891 hc:.s t:hi s de.::,- ack:nowledc_,.:,d the sa:1:e b8fore 
r:~.~ in m~,r saicl Ceounty-. 

GivG::i uncL:)r rr,y h,:md this 10th day of :0,w:ust i:-i the yeei.r of our 
Lord one L,ousand oic::hi.. hundro(i a:\d ~linoty-onG. 

,, • [:;. iJrmr,1, fublic 
B sse:x Coun·;~~/, I~ov~ .. )"' or.(-~ 

I, ' ... ;:_;; G. Eotary }Juj)lic i=1 and for said Count:·., do cer~i.['y that 
Saral1 f, Ill Savory· the t·rife o.: J]1omas -·--• Saver~· 1Jhcso 11ur{!G is si::ined. to 
·=:he 1-:rH:i:::n above bearirv;; date on tho 28th di:(' o~ July Ei;hteen ::unc:red 
and ninety-one, pcrsonall~: a.p:r::-ea.red boforo me in Ur County c::.foresaid, 
anci ;)einc_, e:<auined by LE:::, rri vily ,mci ape.rt fror:1. her husband a-nd havirH: 
the s,1id ·.;ri £u11y ox~,1aineci to l',,:r, tho saict Sa.rah :? • Savory ac-
!:-:nowleclc;: Jd ·::he said v,ri tincJ to be her :,ct and declare,: ·lhc.t she had ~dll­
iw~,ly executed t~1e same a,1d doo:s not to 1·Jish to retract it. 

Given under my ha:11.-1, tni s 10th de,~, of s'=.uc,ust i:::1 tho yea.r of our 
Lord one thout,and oic_,hi.: hundred a.nd ni one • 

.. • C:.: • .Jrm;:1, Notary Punlic, 
E3SG}~ Co"'Jnt;,, :~c-3'.-.T :r:or~:: 

State o:,: ,,o":, Yor:., Coun::y of 2ssex, 

I, l:J.tln:1ie1 C. Doynton, Clerk '.:!£ tho County of Essex, and also Clerl:.. 
ol' t:10 ouprcmo a:1ci County Geurts thcn"i:·t, ( tho same ;.:;ei::ig Courts of 



Record) d~ hsrcby ccrti ' . . ;_). J:ro ·,m, c:ubscrL)ed to 
the certificate of ;:;roof or a.cl:noulcd<;:i!:10::t of i:ho ci:1nc"xcd instrum::m:., 
,~nd t:wrcon uri tb:1, wa.o, G.t tho ti:1e of ta~:L1er such proof or acl:no,·:--­
!~<2<"l(~.T:-1.c::..1t, a, ::otc..r-:-{ f-.._1l;li8 i:1 a;Hl for s:1:.~-1 Coun-::,, d;•rellin(: tl1,3r~::i::1, co::1-
r:tlssi.o:1.JJ and~ s-s·.ror::1., .:';.n:i ~1.1ly ~~.rt:hcriz2cJ to t.:1i:"-.t3 tl1c sarr1c. :::urthcr, 
th,.::t I i::Et:. ,,ell o.cquai.:t::ed ·c-:it:1 the ha.:16 '::riUn,,- of i:he Sdid and 
veri 
said instruuerd: is e::2cuted and acs:nm'!led(.·c;d accordin,·: to the lcfrr:::: o~' 
th:: Sto:te of :'.C"i'J Yor:. 

I!l TG0tir1on:· 1·,rhers..:0£ I luvo lmreunto set my hc:nd and c1f£ixed the 
so:l] o.i: Lie said Courts anc: Count:·, this ll~h day of .~uc_,:.u:d:, 189]. 

l, • c. ~oynto~t, Clerl:: 
) 

( Soc.l) 

I, , .• C. Forst0r, a otcny l-'ub1ic, of sa.iu Count~-, do c::rti ~hc::c :-ie:,J.urt 
L. ,.rraci.:ronr; ·.-bow, c1dR1.e (0r nc::i.cs) ar:.: sicned to tho •::ri tincr above h-:,arinc; 
elate on th2 28th day o: J;.11:·, l GS:l, h,1s ( ur hu.ve) i-~d. s dclY .J.cr::ao,rledi;,:ed 
tl12 sa.1c b0fore rne in rrry sai ci--

Ci ven uncier my I~a,td -t-hi s 28th da:· of July in tho year of our Lord 
0ne ':'..'hous3.nd Iiu.ndr2d and Ninety Ofle. 

(L. ::_,.) ,-, 'f'l .t-
L •. ce:rs L.Or 

i:c:!:,1tr:r Public 

Sta~e of Penna County or 31~ SS 

t' Fon,lc:r:, a Lota:r:y Public o::- s,1id Count:·, c:0 certi 
C 111 .. - n1si:ro:1c·, tl12 ~.rife o:C l•l'i;·ylert: 1· ... - v::Lo0e nCL.-r:1,:2 i S sir::c•nod to 
i it~J ~ ... ri.!i:,:in~- c.:.lJove havi~1(-r elate on tl12 28tl1 day 0.1- , E.i'"JllJLe.Jn Hund.r2cl 
crnd ~:i on·.:, rersonully 
:.=:t..1cl ]Jci :tl<:"J 2]:a.:ji :1ecl }))r r~:D 
i nr_, ::h:: said ,rri ti rn_ fully 

anpcarcd be.i:'orc r.-1 

vc:.tely and ar,a.r': 
nc:.:. to her 

in th2 County aforesp ci 
fror:1 h.::r h1J.sba:1d und i1av­
thc caic: lLillie C. :,rc.stronr;_; 

acL:.:10-:.rlG3.~1Gd t}1:; saici -~•;ri tin.·.; ·~o l)(.; l1er act an.,J. L.ecltlre~J. thx.:.:: si.1c: 11.::.d 
1:i1J.i!1,,-l~.r cxec1:.-~:c~d t:1..:~ 0<-1.rne cl·:)ed do 1;""JS not "di.Jh to retract it,, 

Ci ven und:::::: ny hdJ1.c.i, Lhi o 28th c::' July i::1. the }·c,1r o:f ou1· Lord 
cne ..1Ll-to11sa:1d --..:iC~"l1t ~lunclrGd and :1inoty on(:: Iii 

Public 
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State o: Pcnnsylvo.nia, El~ County, ES. 

I, : .. 0. Horton, i)rothonotary of th'... Court of Corru11on , i!1 a.nee for 
th<~ Cou::1t:;, a£oresaici, do 11oreby ccrti that :· .• C. Forster r:s, ·whocc 
nu.mG is cubscri!x~d to Lhe certificr1to of rroc:c or ac.::;10,!1,xi.<;:,m~.nt of the 
anno:wd instrm,1ont, -1as at the ti;Jo 0£ tu.~L.1,;:; sud, procf or aci:noKl<.::dc:'­
noclt an act in;? ~:o tary Pu:Jli c duly c:mthori ::,oci to ta~:2 aci::no:rlod<;:-:::K:n ts 
of do:.:c.is, adninL,te:r o::;ths, Cc. in c:.nci for d Coilnt:,.-, ciuly cmc·.1issi 
s:·mrn a,td c;uali!'L,d, anci h, all ,1hos2 c..ots o.s such full :i:cli t::1 anci cr,Jdit 
a.re r._.iu3, c.ncl th~Lt tl1c sarne is 2):ecutcd ·to t:1~:: 1cr~,;s of J:ennsy·l­
vani:.1., d.:-1ct i:11tI1cr, thc.t I a.:.:1 a.c-...1uainted \Ji ~h the l1and-~·Tri tinq· of sdicl ... Ji.. 

c::. Forste;r and th;:;_t the signature; th.:ercto i:, c~enuine. 

In r.=00ti1:r:>:ry· 1,J:1ereof I 
seal o.:= t1,c :sai a Court at 

(L. [.) 

l,ccVG hGreunto s t n:r n2.:1d and affb::,:::d the 
dc<way, the 29th C!-'lY of July : .• J. 1891. 

', • ::: • Horton Froi:honcb.ry 

S-tab:: oi Lm·r Yor,::, Ccunty of Lew YoL:, 

I, ,.· 
"'• said count:;:, 

1•1:1osc na.~J.e ( or :-tG..:Ti.GS are si \'.·necl 
dat,, on -Uu 30th de._; of July 1891 has ( or 
th-:::: samJ ix,fore 1:12 in my said--

do cerl:ify i:hc.-l: L0wis .:J. 

Ci vcn unck:;r ;-;:iy hc.nd U:is 3Gt:1 di1:,' o.: July in the; y,2ilr o:c our Lord 
Gne r_?l1cus.JnG ::l1ndr0cl and ninet~r onu 111 

f...cr:~ul u G P. I-Iuclson, Eotc.ry Fu~~Jl i c 
I:G,·I Yer:: Cou:::i-l::' 

I, Lcc,ard •·• CLc:c·ericL, Cl,2ri;. c£ th2 City anc.i Cou::i.t~, o.c i,cn·, Yor:::, m,G 
<:1.so C1 .cr~: ui ·t:Lc~ Court for < 112 sa.ic.l Ci-t:.,-- and Cou~1t::-, the srJ.me 
be inc .::, Court o:z l~ecorcl, cb h:,;re;by ccrd thc1t ikr;:iul us ~'. ::udsci, 
1-:l-tcse narnc is su}Jscri.i)8cl to tl1c C2rti.ficate o:[ tltG ~~,roo:- or u.cJ.-.:no1,1leJ.e­
ment of i:lle ann,3x,2d ins·~rumG:1t, and ther,Jc::1 written, w::1.s, at the time 
of L..;._:ing· :::uch proo:;.' or ac~:no~·Jl0dr,:::,_n-~, 2- Public in and fer tho 
City and Couaty of liew Yor~:, d;•r.3llin~:- in i.:he sa.ic1. City, co:nr.:iissionod 
a.nu suon1, actd duly c.uthori zed tu tu,,:e tho sam.::,. _ .nd further, that I 
a:::i. 1·1,:;ll ac,:ua.inted i·d.th tho hand,:riti:10 o::- ::.:uch i:ctary, a:1d ver.iJy be­
li2vo i:h~1t the si:·_;nc: ture to the said c:..:rtificate of rroof or aclcnm~ledc:c.... 
ment is qenui :to. 

In Testimony 1.vhr.:,rc.::of, I hc:;.v2 hen,unto sot my hand a:10 o.ffixe;d tho 
seo.l of t11e s,1icl Court a.nu Couni:y, th::: 30th da.y of July, 1891. 

(L. :J.) 
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State of Pc:rrns:·l va:li ~, Ccunt)' of Clinton, 23. 

I, ,J. i\ C20.ry a I:otar:' Fu:)lic of saici county, cio certi that Ida ~-i. 
:.rdstrong the wife of Lcnrir.; D. /,rr1stron<;J 1•,:,osc nar::2 is sir neci to the 
,-;ri -~ine al,ove bearinr_ dat2 0:::1 the ___ d'iy of July i.U Eundr,::,d 
and !'.i , r.erscw1lly appeared ;:)cfore IT:'c? in th,2 County afore-
said anc..i. boin;: •22rnmineci by me vatc,ly a.;1d apart fro;a lwr husbo.nd 
and ht1ving U1c said ·:!Yi tine;:· fully exnluincd to ~:he said Ida 1.:. 

,::.c::nmdedged ~he said wri tine; to be h,::;r c.ct and J.eclcLi red 

trc,.ct it. 

Ci ve::1 undGr :-::lY hand this :n ::t cfoy of July i:1 i:l1s year of our Lord 
One Thouso.::1.C: . .C:i 

(L 2.) 3" F. Coar:/ 
1,otarv Fu:JJ.ic 

St,1te of Pennsyl vanL1, Clinton Count::, 132 

I, John C. Bro·ra, Proti'l.onotdr:.r of ·;:he L:ouri: of' Comr:1'.Jn Pleas of ilte Ccunty 
or CJ.inton aforosai do h0rerY:7 certify that 3. P. G;::;a.r~,, :.;s:.1 • before 
~!l1om tl1e anni:~.XGci l~f f i do.vi t 1.vas ta.::ett, 1-,~o s,. o.t i:hc ciD.-to t.h::, reef and no1,: in, 
an dc-ti:v::r 1fotary .?ublic within and for n1e s,1id County of inton, duJ.y 
aut}toriz::d m1d c1ualified to act as such; that I c:.m 1•;011 c.cc.:ucdnte,:i ',;ith 
his lw_;,dwritinu, u.itd verily boliuve th :t said si,~nature is qenuine; tltat 
said instrument is executed and ac1:nowlcdsed accordinq to tho laws o:i 
-this Stab:;. I::1 Tc si.:imony ,,herc,of I h-ive hereunto se '. my h2nd ,J.:10. uffi1:ed 
th2 scc::.l of said Court, c.t Loe~:. Eaven, this 31st day of July 1891. 

(L 0.) Jdm F. ]rm,n, Frothonotary 

I, ::~nry J. Crir,pon !!otc:ry Pub:!.ic a:: said Coum:y, (\:> certify tha.t John 
F. (~ui:·Iey ,;hose aarne (or names) is SJ('nr:.,d to l:lt:.:: Hr:L-l:irn::,- ,bove b::,arin0 
diJ.-r·o on th,2 28::h da:; oi July, 18'.Jl, this da::,r aci:::nu.-Jled0ed i:~13 ::;ar:-te bo­
foro IL::, i:1 ny s,:..id Ccuni:y. 

Ci ven unci~r my hand this Seventh day of i,ucrust in the :rear of our 
Lor::l One 'l'he,usanc:i oicrht hundred anci. cne. 

(L ;: . ) Eenry J. Crirc-::m 
::oi:c:r:r Publi C 
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I, :i:\:;i:er :Iurty, .Prothonot,~ry of ::::21id County and Prothcnotary of the 
8urc~rior Court of tho Stato of Delmra.r::,, for the County o!~ fr"'" Ci:lst 1-:,, 
which i.s a Court of Record, lviving c::. soa:..; c.ic hereDy ce:rti i:hdi: l:e:nr~· 
J. Crir!)e:t ~~;l:ose na:--~e i;:; suDscri}Jed to tlli_; Ccrtificuto 0£ ]:'Yoo£ of 
c1c1.:.;:lo;,11cdc'Taoat 0£ tl1(} annexed instrtu:tent, aJ..1d t}~·,;rein w:riite~1, 1Tas, a-L 
the -cir.10 o::: ta":i':1n such proof or '"c~:no'.rleJ0rr,nt, a Fublic i:1 
u:ld for sa.id Count:/ duly corr~nissioned '-"-nd. c~ualifi:xi, a:cd duly a.athorized 
t-;, to.~:o the s:.:1.nc. ,-~nd further, thdt I e.n well ao:.i.:w.iat:::ci uith the 
hn.·1cl1·1ri of such ifotar:;' t'u.olic, ,.;.:xl verily })eliev2 that the si(·nc.1-
i:urc to the, said. Ccr 0cificat,2 or Froof o:' acLcn01:l2d0rr,:;nt if, crenui:10. 

In :;:'cstimony ,,hereo~:, I have hereunto sci: my ham'·, a:1d affix-_d 
i.:hJ sec.1.l of s.:::.id Court dnu Courny, at :,iL,L1cc:rh>n, this sever/ch da:' of 
.~U(,USt ~. J. 1891. 

{L. s.) r·ctcr :Ia.rt:;,, Proi:hono 

8-tate of D2lo.udre, County of ::e.,, Castle, 

sci d county, o.o cert i that I, IIo:,ry J. Criy,pe:1, a ::ota.ry Public oi 
beer t:,a :~. ;~uir,ley, th.:: wife of John F. , 
to ,.::he; I-Jritinc al)ov"' h&vinu elate on the 

, 1·:hosc nw.T,3 is signed 
-~ .... ~-' 

28-Lh cic1y o.c July ~rh-teen 
IIunclr2cl c\_nJ i:in.et:y One, r.-ersonally a~r,-euroci befor0 me in the coun-t:r 
c1£orcsaid J.nd :.Jeinu exa;:1ined by me privately a,1.d apurL frora her husband 
and l:o.ving ~he said ,:riting· fully explained to b(:; hsr act and declared 
'.:lnt she ho.d 1:illil1c'lY cxecut0d ~c:he s,:i.rnc" de.:.,d does ao~ ~rish to r0i..ra.ct 
it. 

Ci ven :.:rnder :·.1y h,ud this Seventl: da.y of ;,u ms:: in the year 0£ our 
Lord Gree, 'i'hous,Ltd .2ic,ht .Iundrcd ,::.ad o.:1r2. 

(I.. 8. ) l~enr:/ J ~ Crir~pon 
::otary Fublic 

I, !Ienry J. Cil'irpc:l tci:ury PiliJlic of sdiu Coun~:·, do c :rti tha.t 
'.:illi:m Lt1~:c Hhose .'1<TT\,; is sL;ncd -'.-o thc:i .!Yi tin::- ;lbovc 8earinr_; da-t2 
0:1 -tl1e ~~8t11 <la:y of Jul~t 1891 h.is tlti s rlay ;_._cl:11c1:lecic;ed Lhc sam2 }::e­
forc r~:o 1:n rcty sc1ic.~ Coun 

Givc:1 unc:~~r 1:1y l1und tJ:io ~3eve:1t}1 clci:/ o-~: .... ~U(:',ust i:,1 the )"'"r.,;ar of our 
Lord Onr:i Thou:::;;cmd eir;ht hur',_ci.red ___,_,1d :1:i.:1.-2 '.:y one. 

' • J Een.ry J. Criry:,on 
Lotar:,; Public 
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I, i-·c:d:or "'"• , i-'rot:1onotar·:· of so.i-:1 Counly ac1.d l_;r-::>tho.:1.ctc:..ry o~ ~-he 
L:1r3rior Court of ihc .Stc:.t,3 o~' D2la.ware for the County of ~:e\·; Cc.st le, 
:.ihiclt is a. Court of 1(0cor:l, l-wvin: Fl f:.:-Jal, do h2re:)y certif:.', That 
:':Ionry J. Crir-rJe:1 whose naue i G s,rnscrih2ci to the Corti fi cate or ~::,roof 
oi ac:.:::1o·L·lcd\Thlo[t·:: o:_: the ~ nn x,.:;d ir1s·~rurnont, 2.nd theroi:;:1 -r.'-"rittcn, 1:1as 
at tl1e time of -La,:inc suc1.1 proo:i:· or ac~::10Wl80.c;;-r,1en-i:, a 1fotary Fu}Jlic in 
and for so.id Count:,,r dul.y commissioned and. ,p.u.li end duly authorized 
~:o ta::e tl,e sane. J.:1.d Further, that I am w:.;11 acc,uainted :.·,i th the l:.and­
·wri tinQ of such :rotary Public, alld verily .. x,liev2 thz:-.t the si rnature to 
-~h::, suid Certificate or l'roof of ac1:~no~rledgm,)1rt is c:_;e::minc. 

I:1 Testimony '"h,c;reo£, I hctve hereunto set ny hand, Ctnd a.ffixeu the 
s.Jo.l o:i' said Court and Count:-/, at ':,i1l:tincton, this Seventh dc1y of f,UtJ,rnt 
... D. 189:'... 

(L. i:l.) Harty, :?rothonotary 

Ste.ta of Delai·1a.r2, County of ::ov; Castlo, GS 

I, ~~onry J. Cdrpen c1 :Notary Pu01ic of said County, do cer-Ufy thctt 
:i2ose 'L'. Lu~:.J the wife of '.illicJ.m Lu~~c,, 1,hos.:i :-tame is sic;:ned to the 
uri tinq above :1avinr:, c.iate on the 28th day of July Eirrht-2cn Hundred 
a:1C:. lJinety on.:, r2rso:1aJ1y ar:-pcared. before m2 in ~:he County aforo­
s0.id o.nd boiwr GXai:lined ::ne pri vab,ly and :rom her husba7.d 
enc hc:.vi:1.q tho sc:.id ::ri·tino 1:ully exr•l3.ined to h2r, the Scl:id Eos,~ 
r:::. Lul~2 ac_:no,·:2edc;·od th.c s,,id ,·IYitinc to be her act ,1:1c.7• -1•:cclclirecl 
t:lut s:1.c h,3cl 1.;illi -J):ecuted ·th10 su:ne clced. docs noi l\~i.sb. to r-:3-
tract it. 

Ci ve·:1 under my h.:::.nC:. this Sciv2:-Lt:h da-1,r of "i.u,'Ust in tl12 year o: 
our Loni One 'i'hou sand Bi c;'ht Hunc.ir2d ,:ind Ili n .. ty one. 

(L S.) E,:mry J, Cri pp:u 
1:0 ,.dry Public 

Ui:i:ite of \est Virginie., Jeffenmn Count;, c3ci.:: 
In i:h'.J - 1 s Office of the County Couri 

0,1 the 18th of iiover.i.b,3r 1891, the £01egoirn;r D2cd of 
~?ale 1w.s rec-2i v2d in s :lid Office and admi ttea. to recor ~. 

Ger~ud .; • 1-loore, 
Cl,::;ri.~ o.c: 3a.i.d Court 

Eccord2c~ in Deed i3ook. 1%, ct 
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llo. 5 

i~ci: o; Incorr::ora-U on, John Jrmm Fort Co:npany 

l 2i~, 1892. 
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State oi· Il1inois 
Isu.ac "• Pearson 

Dcr-art.rr13:1t of [:>tr.1t2 
Secretary of ~~tate 

To l~ll to \.hom these Fres2,1t::: [:ha] 1 Corne Gree-\inr:: 

.,h2reas ;~ Statcm_;:1.-L duly si:ped a:1d c1c,:no·.-1J.2dr;ed, h,;_S bec:1 filed i:1 the 
Cffi ce o:' tl1e Secre·::ary of Stat-;:;, on th2 27th dd::;1 o." February :~. D. 
1892, for t}u Or0,a~1izo.tion o:" tho Joh;:i. .l3rm,;t Fo:::-t Con: c:,_:::1y under and in 
accordance 1-ri th the y.,rovisions of .~:l _;:.ct Conc(~rning Coroorations a::,--­
:'rovod ,.:_::;r~ 1 18, 1872 and :.n force July J., 1872 cmd u.ll eo.ci:;., aamondc::tory 
th2reo::, a cory o:f which state1::ent is hereto c1tL:i.choc:. 

: .. nci., :·;h0reas, a lic0nse has :,x,e:1 issued i:0 Jar:::::s II. C. U.lson, E,ury 
Libbe:/, John 3oyc.l, :.ci.oniram J. Eol0s ac1.d ,Jr:1. : .• Dudley as Cornrnissicners 
to opcm ::.iock.s for subscriy:ition to th;:; capitaJ. stoc.~ of tl1<:, said co:nrany; 

And, iihereas, '.:he said Co.nr.1ission,ns have on the 28th day of ;"pril 
D. 1392 fU.ed in the office of the Secretary of State a re:port of 

-Lrtcir procecdinr:rs under Said l.,icense a ccr:y of 0:-,hich report is hereto 
atiacl1G<l. 

}:m•;, Therefore, I Isaac ·,;. Fearso:1, Secretary of State cf -tho S·'.:ate 
of IlJ.inois, by virtue of the J.OUers vested in r:,o, s.Jy la~·,, do hereby 
certi.:.=y that t112 said John .drcKn Fort Compa;1y is a l._:c,all;' organizud 
Corporation under the l,J.\JG of this Stab. 

In T.:: stimony ;.,hereof, I hereto set my h 1i1d aad cause to be affixed 
the Cr",at Seal of State. Done at the City of Sprir1c;:ffol d, this 28th day 
of cl.r,ril in the year of our Lord, one t:1ousand eir h-:: hundred c.:.:cid 92 a11d 
of tlu Indop-cnci.ence of the United 0tate:.; th,::, one hundred ancl 16 ch. 

S,2c1l of th,:J State of IlJ.inci s. 
Aue.. 2GLt, J.8::.8. 

I. ~,. Pearso:i. 
Secretary of State 

This is i:o Cc:r:ti:fy Uh..,t J,mes :::. C. ~:ilso:-i, cf Iowa City, Icn·1a, Ador.ir..im 
J. Eolrr.2s of l3oc,ne, Iowa, Joh'l 3oyd of l-'ellct, Iov1t1, Eurr~0 Libbe::,', o:- Cld 
i-oint CoDfor-L, Vin::·inL, 'c.i1lic1m "L • .uacile::-', o;' :iUchrr.ond, Indi.:-:.:1a desire 
and r:rcpose to form il Ccrp)r,xtion for precunL::..ry profit, under and accord­
L:-1.c co ~h-:;; provision;::; of an act oi: th-2 c,""nera.l l~usern1::ily of the Str,L:: of 
Il}_inoi s, enU. tled ".-,n !:.ct Concerni:l.G Corporations" a.p:n:::-ov~.d .r.y-:ril 18, 
l 072, C:Ltc.i suc:':1 other acts ;rn mc1y by arr.2ndatory th.::nooi or Surpler~,enial 
thc~rl~to. 

First the name o.'.° tho proposJd corrorc1ticn shall bo Jo;:m ;"3:ro,:n Fort 
Com~)u.:::.y-- p 
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Second, 'l'he objects for which it is to be formed are thG 01rmil1c, con­
tro7.lirn and f2Xhibi tin:;r of the buildi;:1(; inoun as John Bro,m' s r'ort, and 
other ,·nu .J.nd historic,;]. relics paintintJG, c~:ures, 3tu:turary and cur­
iosi·lies, end th:~ qi vine· of Sta(i:? and drc.rna.tic por:c~orma.ncos, and such 
otb:,r r:-ulJlic exhibitions as the corporation r:i.ay desire, an\. the leasin: 3 
o~nLtc; and cor,trollinq of real estate uy,on \·Ihich to carry out the abov2 
obj ,2c~:. 

rp1 , .c,11 

fi 
tho 

r_r11e ca::,-!i ldl stocl:_: of such COYJJOrati O:l 

thousa~d dollars, and shall consist of 
:cn.r value of one hundred dollars each. 

shall l)e one hun6.rod and 
fifteen hundred sh.J.n"s of 

Fo,irtl1, The location 0£ th0 priacir:al offic::,. o:E tr10 said corporation Glull 
1:::e in i::10 City of Chica:io in th:; Count~/ cf \..,ooi:. in the Si:atG of Illi::wi:. 

Fi The duration or ter:n oi' cxi stcmcc o.;. said corpor0.i:ion shall re 
ninety nin2 (99) years. 

I:1 ~ .. i tn.c ss '".her"3o£ 1 ~,.1c l-1avc l1era".1nto set our l-1and1s and. Se1Etl s o:i. th2 
te:1i:h cla:r of Cctolx,r, ;·,. J. 189}. 

District of Columbia 
Co,_rnty of 'c:ctGhin:-,ton SZ3. 

Jaictes :::r. C. 
Lib:;-2::,' 

John :~cyd 

ilson U::eci.1) 
( Sec,l) 

(820.l) 
(Seal) 

I:.:::. L. :.,:11t0, a totary Fublic, do herd>y c2rti th<1t Ju.1:12s E. C. 1,:i1sor,, 
of Io:·:o. City, Ium., ;\donirat:1 J. IIol:1es, of Boone, Io~':l, Jcha .3o:rd, of 
T2lL1, Icwa, Libbey, of Old foint Co;:n.,:'or~, Vi ni&, .iJ.liar.1 i 

Dudley, o::' ld ch!!:ond, lndiunil, r erscmall:' ::nov:n i::o th2 sctrne p2rsons whcse 
n::..nes ,.:.rci subscrLLed to Lhe for,2,_,oinc:· i:;:1Strumccnt as h,:wing execui eel th,2 
sa.E'r~~, a~:)!~ear-.Jd before me this cla..y .. in pcrsor.., a::1cl acl:nc":·rled.c; ..:d t}1dt tho:v 
sic:·n1..;cl, SGcJ.lr~ct, c1::1c..l deli vor2d th .. 2 sc.1icl Inzrtr1::,/Jnt J.s their £re.:; a:1.cl vcl-
1.1ntary ac·~=, £or th.e: U3es and -v:,J.ry:,,cs2s ..!.LJ·1::;;rcin set .f< rt:1 

Ci y,3r, 

1891 

(SeaJ ) 
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Ji stri ci of Col l,:nbi a. 

To Isaac :. Fe~rso~. 

Socrotary· of ~3ta-t2 0£ J • -·,' ' 
c11•0 01:a:ce of Illi::10b. 

1
:

1l10 Cc::11:1iscicn2rs dul~r uutl1orizoci to cr2a l:)ocl::s of s1-1i)scri on to th,:; 
co.1'.)ital s~cc: of Joh::i Cro,-,:1 :::'ort Co:-:ir•a::cy T0ursuant -to lice::-1s2 h.::rctu-
fo:·e issued hearin·. dab} du 27th o.: February .•• ,). 1892 do hereby 

suic1 co:,ip2.ny I al1d tl'tat tll-~ said stoc.:.:.. 1·Jas :.~111 subscri}Jec.i; t1k1t tl1e 
follo;:inc: as asi-ru,3 con:· of such su})scri~:-rtio~·1, vi ~?t: ~.;0, tl1c 1.1ndcrsi\~·Tt•2d 
l::2res)~' s"::,veraL'..y £ubscrib_::, for th2 num_ber of sha.rcs mt oppo--;i i.o cur 
respocti ve n.:.,:,,es, to the cani·'. al stoca. oI th" John 3ro'J;i. Fort Comr:,wy 
a:1d ;re 32Vc)Ydlly agree to ;. 1.y the Sil:i d colf.pi:rny, for each shar,", lhe 
sun: of Cne Eundr0d Dollars. 

J. =~. C. ' .. ilson 
~ _ \.. p,3r~::ins 
John 3oyd 
S" :.".~. Rcc.:~\\Tood 
IJ. C. keinbrol 
Sa::1 D. :?rye:, 
t~. J. I:c lm0 s 
=-~. LibbGy 
.i~uc • J. Sni i.:h 

21: 
...L·, 

21-~: 
21.:. 21: 
21 
21~ 
21,_ 
53 3/ f.: 

1231~.; 
21-:. 

.--nount 

215C.DO 
430[• .oo 
2150.00 
2150.00 
2150.00 
215G.OG 
2150.00 
?.l5C.OO 
5375.GO 

120125 .GO 
215C.OO 

~~
1110.t on ._h(1 da::/ of -d·rri-1 v 1892 . .J.t t:11(:: o~fico of' Gcor0•2 ~~·~. 

Garnse:r, i~da'.:is ss Buildin··., Chica(m, Illi:1cis, at t:le hcur o:f 11 
C I c1cc~: ..... :-.i. .. thr.:1y co::1v :;necl a rJeGtin~· oi tl--1e fiU}Jscribcrs af-oresa.i ci, 
nur::mc1n-c to notice r::quire:l by lc:fr;r ',rhich sc1id noi.ic-:, ,ms de:::osit.::ci in 
~11-.J post 0£.:ic(~, rro~:erl~; ac1<lr2ssed to cacl1 su!)scri t:;~~, t.:~~1 d.a.~-.-G bel:ore 
tho tir: .. 2 fix:2ci therein a CO}J~r of \\r~1i ch Si:.id notic0 is <lC iollot-ss, to '.:vi·l 

Sir, you are hcre}Jy noti :::i ed thu~ t110 cai,ital .:;toe_~ of 'J.'he John Jrou:i. 
For·~ Co~:1y;an)'' l1c1.s boon fully suS.>scrib0_-_t,, ancl t:hat u rrr82tins of the s-alr 
scribers 0£ sr:ch stcc. ~/lill b2 hel.ci a:L tl1c off-ice o.f Gecrr~·-e _L·~~. Cc1r~1s0::r, 
~\.d.a1t~3 ss 0uilclin\:, C:!11icui-;_~0, Illinoirj on tft2 11-Lh rlay o.~: ;~._,~ril ~· ... J~ 

1892 at 11 C1 cloci·: ;., l-:. for L~ y:'..l.rpos8 of olecLinc a Doard of :Uireci.ors 
:car saic~ Com~any, and :for tho transaction 0£ such other business as r:iay be 
cieeTn0i nec_;ssdr)r 



$'.iqned 
Jar1es E. C. "v.ilson 
Adoni ram J. :Iolm2 s 
IIarry LL)b2y 
John 1.30yd 
:,;n ', • Dudley 

Co~.u:ai s si one rs 

'l'ha.t said subccribers ia person er by proxy m2t at the tiir,e a:i.d rlac:; 
in said no-'.::ice cpecified and proceeded to elect .uiroc~on,, and that 
the follm·Jing _r,orsons were; duly e10cted for thG term or one y2c1r viz 

J. Holn:2s 
Dm \.. Por:.::ins 
T ;. Dudley v: " . 
J. p c. •.• 1 

'"• '. l_cSOn 
D. n F:Gi '-'• 

State of Illinois 
County of Coot SS 

.i,. J. ::clr.:r"s 
J. li:. C. '.i:ilson 
•:im .. • Duul ey 
John 3oyd 

Earry Libbey 

Co::rm1i ssion-2rs 

On this day of Eleventh day of 1 J5,.. D. 1892 personally appeared be-
fore me, a l:fotary Public in and for saici County, in said State;:. J. 
Holmes and J. II. C. 1'ilson and made oath that the foregoing rerort by 
thc:;;:i subscribed is true in substanc,2 a:1d i:1 fact 

Loc~.::'iTOod Honore 
(Seal) liol:ary Public 

State of· ColurQDia 
County of 'c:ashin9ton SS 

On this 16th day of 
Pbulic in and for said 
and made oath that the 
substance a,1d in fact. 

(Seal) 

11892 p2rsoi1ally apr:-'.)arcdbefore El.;, a ::otary 
County and Ji strict, \,. L. Dudley a:,d John Doyd 
foregoL1q rey:ort by them sulJscribed is true i;, 

C. Eorimm 
lJolary Public 

,.o 1657.J,_;,1 Filed fer Hecord Hay 4 1892 at 9 ;·:.L 
Joha Stq.;hcns 

R2cordor 

Recorded in Boo,.:.. 46 of Eecords, at Pttc,._2 531-534 
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Chattel ~.fvrtc::rai;re, The John 3rm·m Fort 

CcmTxmy, L. '.:'._'. Ei chcrFH, Tr. i, 1901212. 

July 12, 1893. 
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state of Illinois, County of Cook 
Document No. 1901212, Book 4326, p 219-221 
Chattel Mortgage 

Know all men by these presents that the John Brown Fort Company, a duly 
incorporated Co in the city of Chicago in the County of Cook and state 
of Illinois in consideration of the sum of five thousand eight hundred 
and fifty dollars by L. T., Michener as Trustee of the City of Washington 
and District of Columbia the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged doth 
hereby grant, sell, convey and conf'i:rm unto the said L. T. Michener, Trustee, 
and to his heirs and assigns the following goods and Chattels, to wit: 

The building known as the "John :Brown Fort" and situated upon sub lots 
2, 3 and 4 of Turner J. Carbrett's subdivision of part of lots 5,6,7 and 8 
of Block 11 of the Assessor's division of the N. W. ¼ of Sec 22 Township 
39 N of Range 14 CJ of the 3rd Principal Meridian being 75 ft W front on 
Wabash Ave Chicago Illinois between 13th and 14th Streets together with 
the fixtures therein and all the appurtenances and personal rights there-
unto belonging, al.so the brick building known as the John Brown Fort proper 
and attached to or standing within the above described building and originally 
erected at Harpers Ferry Va., together with the chairs, desks, cases, guns, 
relics, and other personal property used by and situated in the said John 
Brown Fort Company's building above described also paintings, photographs, 
lithographs, costumes, wax figures, stage fixtures and scenery, scene 
reflectors- together with the lease hold interest of said John Brown Fort 
Co. in and tb the lots & real estate above described. 

~o have and to hold the said goods and Chattels unto the said Mortgages 
his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to his and their sole use 
forever. And the mortgager herein f'or itself and f'or its executors and 
administrators doth hereby covenant to and unto the said mortgagee his heirs 
executors and administrators and assigns that said mortgager is lawfully 
possessed of the said goods and chattels as of its own property; that the 
same are free from all encumbrances, and that it will and its executors 
and administrators shall warrant and defend the same to him the said 
mortgagee, his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns against the 
lawful claims and demands of all persons. 

Provided nevertheless, that if the said mortgager, (John Brown Fort Co.) 
its executors or administrators shall well and truly pay unto said mortgagee 
his executors administrators or assigns, the sum of five thousand eight 
hundred and fifty dollars ($5850) as shown by one certain Promissory note 
of even date herewith, and due ten days after date and drawing 6% interest 
per annum, and signed by :B. W. Perkins of the said John Brown Fort Co. as 
Vice President and attested by D. C. Reinhol as Secretary then this mortgage 
is to be void otherwise to remain in full force and effect 
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And provided also that it shall be lawful for the said mortgager (John 
:Brown Fort Company) its executors administrators al'ld assigns to retain 
possession of the said Goods and Chattels and at its own expense to keep 
and use the same until itslile±rs executors administrators and assigns 
shall make default in the payment of the said sum of money above specified 
either in principal or interest, at the time or times and in the manner 
herein before stated. And the said mortgae;er here'by covenants and agl'ee1 
that 1n case default shall be made in the payment ~f the note aforesaid or 
if any part thereof or interest thereon on the day or days respectively on 
which the s.ame shall become due, and payable, or if the mortgagee his 
executors administrators or assigns shall feel himself insecure or unsafe, 
or shall fear diminution, removal or waste of said property, or if the 
mortgager shall sell or assign or attempt to sell or assign the said goods 
and Chattels or any interest thertin, or if any Writ, or any distress warrant 
shall be served on said goods and chattels, or any part thereof, then and 
in any or either of the aforesaid cases, all of said note and sum of money 
both principal and interest shall at the option of the said Mortgagee his 
executors administrators or assigns., without notice of said option to any 
one., becme at once due and payable, and the said mortgagee, his executors 
administrators or assigns, or any of them, shall thereupon have immediate 
right. to take immediate possession of said property and for that purpose 
~ pursue the same wherever it Will be found and may enter any of the 
premises of the mortgager w:l. th or Without force or process of' law wherever 
the said goods or chattels may be or be supposed to be and search for the 
same, and if found, take possession of and remove and sell and dispose of 
the said property or any part thereof, at public auction to the highest 
bidder after giving 10 days notice of the time and place of sale together 
With the descriptions of' the property to be sold, either by publication 
in some newspaper in the City of Chicago, or by notice posted up in three 
public places in the vicinity of such sale, or at private sale.With or 
Without notice for cash or on credit as the said mortgagee his heirs, 
executors, administrators or assigns, agents or attorneys or any o:f them 
may elect, and out of the money arising frommch sale, to retain all costs 
and charges :for pursuing, searching :for, taking, removing, keeping, storing, 
advertising and selling such goods and chattels, and all prior liens 
thereon, together With the amount due and unpaid upon said note, rendering 
the overplus if any remain to said mortgager or his legal representatives. 

Witness the hand and seal of' the said mortgager this 12th day of July in 
the year of our Lord on thousand eight hundred and ninety-three 

The John Brown Fort Company 
By :B. w. Perkli.ns, Vice President 

Presence of D. c. Rei:nhol, Secretary 

Cert: E. L. White, N. P. 
Filed for Record July 14, A. D. 1893, Sem'l B. Chase, Recorder 



State of Illinois, County of Cook 
Document No. 1901213, Book 4347, Page 367-370 

Chattel Mortgage - July 14, 1893 

Know a.11 men by these presents that the John Brown Fort Compan;y, a duly 
incorporated company of the City of Chicago in the County of Cook and State 
of Illinois in consideration of the sum of Eight Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Eighteen 75/100 to it paid by' L. T. Michener as Trustee of the City of 
Washington and District of Columbia the receipt whereof is hereby' acknow­
ledged doth hereby grant sell convey and confirm unto the said L. T. Michener 
Trustee and to his heirs and assigns the following goods and chattels, to 
Wit: 

The buil.ding known as the "John Brown Fort" - (duplicate form with Doc. 
1901212, herewith attached) 
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Chatt.~l Eori..i::-ia~-c, 'l'he John 3:rmm ?ort 

Cor.1pc1n::r, L. 'I. :ilichcncr, 'i'r. ,;1901213. 
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1S::no1' all 1:1en by these presents that the John Brm,'"::1 ?ort Company a 
duly incorporated Con:r-a!."l.y of tl1e City of Chicaq-o in the County o:'..' Cook 
and State 0£ Illinois in consideration of the ::um of Thousand 
2i(,ht Eundred and Eii;:,hb~,m 75/lOC ($8818.75/100) Dollars ot it paid by 
L. 'L Eic:·11n0r as Trusto,:i of the City of ;ashincJton and Dist. of Col­
umbia th;:; receipt whereof is hereby c1cr::nmdedc:,➔d doth hereby ,;rant 
sell convoy and coi1£irm unto the said L. ~:.'. Lichener ':'rusiee a:1ci to 
llis heirs and a.sd(_;Ils the £ol10°:ing Goods and Cha.tte1s to '",L: 

/ See J1ppo:1dix ~. Ee. 6 / 

87 



,.;c;. 8 

L.:.,chc:rni c' s Li;.;;1, Crno Cons~:ructi on Cc:nr.any 

vs John 13rov;n Port C01:lpany. July 28, 1893. 
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State of Illinois 
Coo~:. County. 

Orne Electric Construction 
Company 

In the Circuit Court, 
Ccoic: County. 

VG. CLi:.Illi FCR LIE;: 
John Br01:ns Fort 
Cor:i.pany 

,:illiam "• "eqq beinq first duly mmr'l., on oath, says thit he is 
tho Secretary and Treasun~r of the Crnc Electric Coristruction Co1:1pany 
and that th:; attached t u is a just and -'..'.rue stater-i::mt of the 
account duv said Orne .Slectri ct Construction Co. from said John 3row:1s 
Fort Company for El2ctric Eateria:'.. & Labor furnished said John 3rov:1S 
Fort Company at tln times L1 said stat:2r:oat mentioned, which various 
amounts are due J.nd payable fror:i a::iu. after the respective dates there­
of; .and afi'iant sc1:ys that th2 material in said stat0ment :mentioned ,,;2re 
us3d in the co.~1strucU.on anci inprover:te:1.JL of a buildinr situated ur;on 
the i.:oll01dng d.:;scribed proraises in th2 County of Coo,~ and State of 
Illi:,.1oi s, to wi "i: 'That certain ouilding located on 1'.c;ba,sh T.ve in the 
City oJ_: Cnicaqo and ~~nown as 337 a~1d 343, ,'ind called the "John 
i3rmms Fortu bcirn; more r-2rti cuLuly dcscri.iJed as follmrn sub lots 2 
to 5 inclusive of SU'.) of lots 5 to 8 inclusi v:: .JJocr.: 11 asscosors 

·~/ sec 22-3 1~-H 

,\nd I.f£iant says tl-.at there is nm·r due a:10. ouinq to Galct urn:; 
c Construction Cor.1pc::.ny from said John :Jro•,:n Fort Ccrnr'lny at 

whoc::e rec;ucist scti ci :r.aterial and Luber was iurni shed as aforesaid, after 
a11 ii.. all ju_st credits, dcductio:rn and set-offs, th::; sum ci [,% .08 
for \:!hich .::.mount said Crn8 £lectric Constn::.ction Co claims a lien UDon the 
above Jescri.oed 1::-reLu ses. 

Subscribed aad swor::1 to b8fore r:1e this 
28th day of July :o.. D. 1893 

Fra~11: J. Gaul ter 
Clerk 
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Chica~ro, Ill., July 28th 1893 

John Brow:1.' s Po rt Co 

~:u.bash t"ve 

to Ot:I{S ELECTRIC COI:STf:UCTION CC. 

Telephon8, Hain 3992. 112 Randolph SL 

July 7 

June 17 

To Electric \ irine" as per Contract ,, " '" ( /?/ Lamps} 11 

u 1 Sil w:or Lined Refl.ector 
1r 1iiring & furnishing 31 ci tra linhts 

as per ratio of price stated in 
contract 

n Puttinq in 200 Irtcundesceni.: Larr.r;s, 
Ta,~ini;; them down & replacinq ui th 
others 

u 208 ~- hrs time 
" 31 t# " Eelper 
" Car farec; 
u 1800 ft Jl4 o:Ccni te ,,:ire 
" 219 "' ,;{12 
II 475 " §10 
'

1 1000 11 ,rl6 
,,. 100 " 4 
" 2 }2587 Cutouts 
11 3 ;/2165 u 
,r 

II 

2 {2135 
1 /2'.J.265 

II 

u 

u 

II 

,, 
ft 

J. Jacl-:: :r:nife switch 
4 30 amp switches 
95 ft ,iH Lamp Cord 
14 Fuse Pluqs ,, l Cc:n:;:::ound 
2:·J Tape 
2~' hiro Solder 

u 

lJ 

u 

11 310 ft 1-louluing 
30 ft 3u Capping 
200 Cleats il4 
26 i/3 Soc~~et s 

,,. l gro Screws 
JJ.chol 

By Cost 

Interest on above 

Cr 

u 

,, 
,,. 

957 00 
80 00 
40 00 

178 80 

90 
60 125 70 
30 9 :30 

2 70 
2 36 00 
3 6 57 
'± 19 00 

14 17 50 
9 9 00 

100 2 00 
75 2 2~ ~v 

160 3 20 
60 

15 00 
150 6 oc 

5 4 75 
15 2 10 

145 1 88 
100 2 50 

30 68 
2L 7 75 
2-;~- 75 
,;5 50 
30 7 80 

50 
25 

1255 80 

180 oc 

284 28 
1720 08 

100 cc 
1620 C8 

75 00 
1695 08 



APPENDIX A 

No. 9 

Bill of Complaint, Louis T. Michener, 

Trustee, Complaintant; Olds and Griffin, 

Solicitors for Complaintant. July 12, 

1893. 

and 

Indenture, Sarah M. Hutchinson and Shep­

pard s. Rockwood. October 31, 1891. 

and 

Louis T.. Michener, Trustee, vs The John 

Brown Fort Company et al. March 5, 1894. 
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1,FF£l:DIX /i. 

]o. 10 

Deed, ?,lexc1nder l<l'urr:hy et ux to ::::at.J Field. 

July 23 1895 

11 



,\lexa,1dor ;:;~urphy a:i.d \iife 
to 
Kate Field 

This de,.:;d raade this 23rd day of July 1895 l:x,tween Alexand :,r Eurphy and 
:;_,lar: :,1urphy of th2 tovm of Harpers ?erry, Jefferson Count:,, ':iest Virg-inia 
of the first part anci ::ate Field of the City of 1 ,,1shincrton District of 
Columbia_, trustee of John 3rm;n' s Fort a:i.d land, pJ.rty of the second part. 

1:,H:ness2th: that the party of the £irst part, for and i:1 consideration 
o.f U,e sum of one dollar lawful noney of the Uni i od States to them in 
hand :r;aid by th:: narty of tho second rart, tho receip~ of which is hereby 
ack:nov:1edced, do by these pres2nt ,;_;-rant, sell anci c,,nvey unto the said 
party of the second part the fol101dng describ::,d land, Beginnin;;r at a 
locust tree standing in what is k:i.o·,m as "r:urnhy' ;;; 3aci;: Field"' and run­
ninc. thence S 17 3/~, degrees :: 28 32/100 perches, thence S 74: p;:,rches, 
theme,:; F 75 :3 5 perches, thence 1~ 63:: deqrees E 6 4/10 perches, th_-nce 
1·I 65-; B 6 perch..::s, thence H 79 de9roes ·,t 3G 32/100 porches to the begin­
ninc;, contai:lin(J (5) five J.cres o:f lanu r.:iore or lc,ss, it being vut of 
the land deed.eel by :Sdnond Charabers to John G. Coc.:::erel and frcm Cocrs:ero11 
(sic) to :~lexan6er ::ur~)hy SepJ..: 1st 1869, anci entered amon,::, the la::.i.d re­
cords of Jefferson Couaty 1:est Virginia. c1nd si tuat0d. on the bJu:i·;: north 
of the 3hc::w.ndo,1h :·:i 7er near th2 tm-:n o.f iforpers Forry anC.: survey:::d by 
Pr:::ston 3. ::ilJGr surveyor, July 22nd 1895. 

To Have and i:o hold th,e sarne with all the ri<;,h"cs and pri vil,._;CTes thereto 
belon(_in(; unto the said party of th:.; second part kir heirs and assi~rns 
i"orover, and the said p:::.rty o:.2 the second pare hereby covema~1ts aad 0.­

grees to and with the said party Oi- the first part, that in the event of 
the failure of th2 return of ;::hG John Jrm-r:a's Fort from the City of 
ChiccJ.(ro Ill to Harpers Ferry Je_,_'ferson County "\,est Virginia and the e­
r•ection of the sa;-;:.e upon the la.nd speci::ied in the foregoL.1g instrur,l::mt 
th~n this d-.::ed to be null and void and th2 1a:-id revert baci to th0 said 
party of tho first part. 

In testim.ony whereof the said parties have hereunto set their hands (-) 
seals the day and year first ahov0 written. 

His 
Alexander :1urnhy 

Lar.: 
(Seal) 

U:,eal) 

Certifi2ci: E. V. Dai1ie1s Uotary Public 

Tes-::: 1 ... ? • Alexander, Cler.: of Said Ccurt 
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Bill of Cour-laini:, !.1,-:;xander :t:urt:'hy vs J. 

D. Billmycn, :::;h"riff. i:ovcrru.Jer 27, 1901. 
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vs. 
J. D. l3ILIJ:Y::,, Sheri fi o:i: Ju:::'icrscn Count:,:, Comrai ttee /;dmini strator of 

1.,.a{:c FL,ld, deed, and the um:.noT1 heirs oi· ~(ate Fie deed. 

This causu co:ain0 on to be he;ird this 27th da:/ of l:ovc,mber 1901, uron 
th0 bill filed at October Rules 1901, and rrocess only served upon J. 
D. Billr.i.yor, Sheriff Con::nitte2 ;~dministrator of 1~:ate Field, deed, as to 
whom the bill is ta::en for confess:::d, and order of publication duly 
published, pcsted o.nci oomp1::;ted as to the un1~no~m heirs of ::ate Field, 
d(.;cd, as to whom the cause is set for hearinu, wc1s arqued by Counsel, 
and upon considera'l.ion thereof, it is c1djudgeci, ordereJ and decreed that 
this cause l;3 referred to Clcon Loore, a corn:.uissioner in Chancery of t::1is 
'-' o·ut 1;,r.i. th instructions to ascertain a;-id report upon th2 follmrincr matter. 

1st. 'fo settle the administration account of J. D. 3iJ.lnyer :ldmr. of 
1~':l.te Fielcl, deed, 2nd To asc:,rtain v;h21t real estate the sc1id :,.:ai:c Field 
died siezecl of L1 the County of Jefferson, ii: 1 s value and annual rental 
vc:.luc. 3rd, Tc convene, the creditors of the said ~=at:e Field, deceased, 
and. uc:certain thGi:r anounts and ori ties, 4th, To rGport uron any 
other matters d'-ei:t8d pertinent by him3;,lf or r;:;Epested by any of the 
purtios. 

S / _:...,_:~""._;...,_·'o,_~,,_..r_ci_. _F_· a._· u-'-J _k_·n_e_J"': ___ _ 
JUDGE 
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Court Crder, t,lezanc:.0r l:urrhy vs 1-;":ate 

Field. 1 s Ti.chlini strator .::t J.l. februa.ry 

11, 1902. 
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r:: ';_'12 CU;>CLIT CUU};r O? CGl.72-lTY, :·.EST VIEGIEJ:,, 

This causG cominc: en to bo h0ard this 1 li::i day of February l 9C2, ur,cn 
-!:he pa.p,:;rs forr:.2rly read ther.::d1t a:1d tl,e report ci Commissioner, Cleon 
l-~oor.:,, return0d and fil:::;d 0:1 -Lhe 11th day of February 1902, 1-:i:,h th2 
deposi "dons of , .• E). :i.-lercha'1t ,J.nd John f~os0mbarger, returned 1d th said 
rep':lrt, anci. th8re being no exceptions thereto, th.a saua is ,"q,proved arid 
corifirLl(,l, and it appeZ;.rirvJ from said report that ,(ate ?ield, deed. is 
inuenccu ·::o the plaintiff, l-:uroh:·, in the::; sur,l cf 16.00, which 
is the only debt presented against here:::state it is adjudqG<l, ordered 
a.ad decreed that the said :1urphy do recover of J . .O. BillmyGr, 
Sheriff Cor;.r:1it-te :U,'Tlinistrator of .i:'.:ate Field, deed., the sum o:: 'Hc.00, 
with intereot thereon from this du.te until and it further ar:r>3ar­
incs fr:;m said r0r,ort thc1t no p3rsonal estate of the ::,aid Kate Field has 
corce into the hands of said ":..c.hninistrator, bu: that thG said :i'.:crte J='i,::ld 
,:r0..s siGzod o.nd po.~sessed of five acres, more or loss, cc~ land in Jeffer-
son Cou: , \:est Viri:;-;iniu, conveyed to h3r :-:'J.rphy and ~;i:'.'e, by 
deed dated July 23rci 1895, a copy of ,;v-~1ich is filcid in the bill, on 1:hich 
has h:,•~n )rected a bui ldinc:· l.:now:-, as "The John Jro,·m Fort"', and it furthcn 
a:ppea±ing to the Ccurt, that it ,:il}. be n,::c8ssa.ry becauoc of ac _'.:personal 
osta:ce, to subject this real to the pc:,yrnemt of tl:u said de.bi: of JU ex 
1:urnh:.;, co::1cracted for services and e:xr;e:1ses, uron said }o.nd a:1d Fort, 
und. it further appearin:_ th<Jt t!:1.,-:) rents cmd ':'.Tofits from said land for 
:Ei ve years, ~;ill not be sufficient to 9a}· said c.Lb::, it is thorofore 
adjuci.c::eJ, ordoroci. anc.i. decreed i:hat unless the admi:1istrator of l-:ai·e 
Fio ,.i:2cc~, er her un,c.nc,•m h2irs at lo:_-:, or soue on·~ for th-:::ra slw.11 
1::-,ay : o U,e !,laintiff, th:; debt in the 'JiLj. and proceodinqs me:1iicn;:;J., 
·dthin tl1irb: davs iron this ciah:::, that Forrest'.:. :3rm-n be u.nu ho 
is her2},y a:o;ointed Ei,_-::ecial Co1.:Fc1issioner, \1iti1 instructions to make saJe 
0£ ~>aid tract of lc1::.cl, 1:1itl1 t1l.:J For·~ a.nd irnr1rovom2:-lf s tl10reon, at: ,,:;igl~::;r 
:orivuto or pUi.-)lic sa1u, on t2rrns of one-third cas}:, ~ala:cce on or before 
onG a:1ci two yciars a.:ter dah:,, in bm o,1ual pc1y:nents, L..:.~~in9 the bonds of 
tha :.:lUrcl1:o.ser for ci2ferred payments, .beari:nJ interost from c':1.te and i::iay--
a.ble on or be:for~ one a:1d two yc-'ars respecti anci rr-sorvinc;: title u:rLi 1 

t.h(" purch::i.se money is paici. sale uncbr this decree c:..t ):Ylblic out cry 
shall b-::: after notice published o:1ce a. ·.-J2e~: for ::our succe;ssive W-:}G~~s in 
some ne- ·spa.per published in J::;ffcrson Count~-. '::afore oxec;1tin:-: t:ti s d2cr:::e 
said Spccic::.l Commi ssion,n shall execute bond h..:fore the Cler.-.::: cf this 
Court, i·Jitl1 arproved sccuri , in the r-.:::nalty of fiv•..; hundred dollars, 
co,K1i tioned accordinq to la1:;. 

Sf 3o:,'a FauL~ner 
JUDC.2 
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.:3iEny,::;r. July 25, 1902. 

23, 1902. 
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E: 'l"2 CE .. CuI'.L1 CCURT Or' 

vr). 
J. JJ. ::JILU:Y,=::~-:, I~c::ministrator of :.:ate field, c'CJc'd.a/c 

This cause corrJnr, Olt to bG heard this 2;:ith day o:c Jul:·, 1902, ur·on 
the p,i.p::rc forrr.2rly read th:::,rein anci the report o_;_' Forrest ·,:. JJrovtn, 
S;;x,cial Co::-nr.:issioner, nm-: filed i:iy leave of Court s:tmdnc;:; that ho had 
disbursed the '.,100 .0C r'-'cc:i ved fro1,t th2 purchaser, / .. lex Eurphy, us 
fcllm:s: '.l'o John L. Daniel Clerk - :;;12.20. To Far:.:er's ;;,.dvocate -
11.0C. J.10 Game - .,.,6.65. To Cleon t:oore, Cor,rr:.issioner - .,;,6.0C. De,ed 

to purcHcser - '.,/;.LL. Co!ill:.1u.,,,ons to Special Corn,.1tlssioner - ,.;,25.0G. 
i'.ttorn·::~·'s fee tax - '.j2C.00. .Lo Georcre ,. :IainGs, ord.ar of publication 
.;,8.1·'.t. .Lo Afoxander ~-~urphy, on d2bt - \.-6.Cl. The balance of tte pur­
chase money amountinc: to \.700.00 :as $700.0u. Total - ·,;soo.oo. The 
bal,rnce of the purchase moao __ ; a.11cuntinc; to -~700.00 was credited on his 
debt, audi t_;d in this caur;;e anu th.:re J:,2irn:-r no exccptio:1s to said report 
tho sa..:r,e is approvod and confirmed. ;-,nd it appearing that a deed has 
:Lee:1. made to tho p:uchasea:-. .:.ncl tho r-urposc for which this suit was 
·.Jroughi: h ::..s .b2en acco,npli shGci it is ordered that it be retired from 
-th:: doc.:2r a;-icl :r-Lwed wnonc;r th<:; ccn,ses ended. 

S/ ~ • 
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E 'l'liE CILCUIT COULT GF 

.i).L:.::;: IllLPEY 
VL. 
~~i\'l'E FIELD, ET .i.i.L 

'lhi s cau:::o cor:1inq on to be heard this 28th cl1y of , 1902 -· uron the 
papers formerly read in th;;; case J.nd tne repor L of Forrest • aro--;vn, 
Specii:il Com::iissioner, now filud b::, l:,avG oi' Court, shm-:inc; ihat he hd.d 
r:,ade sc.J. J o::: thJ lanci and ,,-John .Grown Fortu propnty in the bill and 
proceedi:1, s m2nU oned to tJ.exu,1der :-::urnhy ior the cun of ::-:i o,ht Eundnd 
Dollars i;1 c.ccordanco with the terms of ;:h-:, cbcree of sale C:J.nd that the 
said .t,:.exa,1der ::urr;hy had coi:1plied wi tl1 saiu t,2r,w, but desire to p<1y 
th..:, entire !>Urclus.:, money Li each 1;ayin9 -'.::h0 en~ ire costs of thi;:; 
suit a:1d s,,.J.e amouni:inq cc the suu of "100, LIO ;:;.nd ha vine;; the baJ.3.nce 
c:f saic: purcha,:;e monev crcdit-:::d on his de.o-t, it is adjuckreJ crdered 
and decrc;ed that said s1:J.lc be aad "ch,'" sam2 is here.rJy con:irmed a:1d said 
?orrcest ' ... :Jrm·:1, al Ccrarr.iGsion8r, is L:,struci::;d to execute anci 
deliver a ciel.'!d tc, tl-1.2 purchase for t~1e said property, a:1d that out of 
the fund in h,.md he do t,ay c:;.ttornc:y's fE:e tax, i: doll0.rs, Jo!1n 1-:. 
Da::-iie}, Clor._, ~:12. 2C, Farr:i.en:; ,\dvoc;..te El2ven dollars, same six clollurs 
.:nd si cents - Cleon ~,;oorc Co::ru:1issicn3r 1

~, .::ee nix uollars - deed., 
"5.00- C'.J::L,1issions to Spcci::,l Conr:iissicnor, ::,,25.CC - recordinc; a~1d ao­
i:nm:ledc,ing deed, ~ 2. 75 a:1ci. that the baJ.a:,ce oi.' sc1id f'ilrchc.so mo7.ey he 
c:o credit upon -che debt audited of /.12:x:ard.er :Iur1,hy. 

JUDGE 
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u John i3ro,m' s Cld 1'ort.,, 'i.'hc Cr::i.rhi c, 

January 9, 1 s,2. 
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Cn Lover:i.oi,:H 18, 1859, there was Deru:n, irt a li tt1o viJl&<;:"e at th-:, 
convluencc oi the Bhenand,>ctL and Potomac v2rs, 1l1r.t may virl:ual be 
consi cbr.:,d H1c last act in a. national trai.:;cd:·. For y2ar.: the i:.rayer 0£ 
the sL,.vG sec: 0.,:;d tu have failed to move -the o~ God ac:1d rr.e:1. True 
the rinrJinrr ·rords of ,.2ndell Phil1ir·s and of other a::rti-slave;ry orators 
had thrilled th,:! ~:or-t:~1, and excited th::; ire of the 0outh, but John 
Cssawottamie Dro.-m, oi' .:-:ansas, c. ma:1. un2ducated and oi' rucb exterior, 
struc~: th.:: fi rsi: blow in tha.t 1,18morablc strw:c::·lc:, 1·:i1i ch lasted .for four 
2.onc; years. ~Iarpcr's wao choseci as the site for ..:i. na.tional armory 
during '.:Gsllinr;ton's administratj on, 2.nd ·::he erection of shor:.s was begun 
in 179C. It was for th2 pu;rpose of :rrocurinc: an.1s :for his revo1utionL,;ts 
tho.t Joh:1 i.3rot~1 solected Iforper' s u:: the ::ic--:,no cf uction, a,d it 
Has ~-1itliin the enc__i::te houGe 0£ tLe anmnal Eiat h<2 ,;as td~::en a.ftor a 
heroic ct and a,::f...:.inst th:.: r:u li ~icl. o:f tll3 state Y()SU] tin,c in dc..fe:r'.:. 

1~.1thcuqh John 3rm.':l I t3 ra' d ~·Ji 11 never De rorz:_;otton, .· the old ern::i :1-" 
~1ouse vJ:1.ich forrnocl }1is fortress \·,1caJcl, in tir:10, 11c.ive ial.1en a r,r2)r to 
decay or i.o the vandalism of the; relic lmnter. '.i'o r,reservo this hi si:oric 
structure, i-!- was r,:oce:1t]y decided a ,,;.3aJ tas1.1in.'::ton syndic,1te, to 
rurche:.se ,J. 1d ro::,ove the c:1crine :10us.J, a:1d the otb,;:;r re2ics associ atod ,d ~:h 
John Jrm:;,' s histor:,', to Ch:Lccqc>, -,,}1.cn d12 '.:~10us,mds ·ho vL:,i i- th:; ·orlci.'s 
Fai. r, 11i11 }1ave an O?Jr~ortuni _!l~~/ to vi i.J'd tl1e::::. 

To succcssfull;· accor.1.::'1ish this 1.mdcrta::in , l•:r. Gecrr_'.e C. C,rnsey, 
c_;_rchitcct u.:1d ed.ilor of ·t.:I1u ::atioriu.l 31-1.iJ.c..ler, \Vi_is C8pccially ccrr:..~1issionoU 
·1:0 :·roc.-;,sd to r's Perr:· and rersona.l ;::;up .. nvi se the re::ioval of th0 
bui J.cli::i.c • Last !Yovemi1er Lhi s worl-:. v,,1s s:iccc::ssfuJ.y ilccors:i-.)l i shed, and th2 
fort is nm, L1 rrocess of reco::tstruci:ion, a.nu ~-lill be O!'e:1ed to the 
public in" J .• 

::01, that tho anir. .. csi ties cf a quc.:.rter c:': c: con.tur~: ac_vo have been 
crarli cat eel, o.r1d J ol1n i3ro-::\·l I s drea~:1 of fr3cclorn for l} .. e s2.avG l1as ~vecorne 
a r,:;aJ.it~--, ti1e reverent sens o~~ tl1ose \'ll~o fell to free ~1-11~ s1a·vec, s.nd 
the sons of thos,3 ·w}10 di0d .fer u~Lhe Lost Caus3, ct.J.ndinrs L1 the light 
o.t. tl1e ?1~31v ora of r<:;acc c1nd freeclcL·:, r.1a3/ c].a-sp 0ach ctl12:r' 0 l1a!lcls a:1.d re;·:eu:l 
with joyfu.l gratitude tlt2 L,st ',:crds Ok: the Jo:.m !~TOH'::, nrt is a 
cloriou.J do.:,. Yes, i-t is c: glcrious da.~:.u 
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uJohn Jrc,,;n's Pert in Chic;:_1:_:ro, 1893, Jcurn,c:.l 

Deced::2r 1259 
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Just i.... J:m:-idrcd years :ie;o, J.8 Cctob2r 1859, .r~ :S. L::,e a::-,d ci. 
detaclY:1e:1t of U;:,.i·ted. State;:, l·:Iu.ri:wc seized }~bolit:icnist John ]rmm and 
~tis d0sr,erc1te liLtJe ba:id ho} cd up in the fire ow L1e house of t~ic" 
Unit,od 3tatc:G T..rsen.t ... 2. ut Har1::ers Ferr·_:, 1"."est Virr,--ini;i. Soon c.:f-t3r--:.:(1rcio 
3rm-m ,,;as tried a:ici hi.in,,, but L1 the ,·,ords of Ute i'c:-u:i.ous s:,:1,,::-, 'i.1is 
soul C'Oc:s ,Jo.rchi,1r: on'. Th . ., a,)orti ve effort to s::et fre::" the:: l:ec'ro 
sJ.u.vG s ·~ri~!(,2T the Civil 1,.ar and tl10 li ttlc })ric:.: Port b2ca:ci12 a. 
_;:urr:.011s landT~dr~'"'" T .. hc_t l1u.preL0cl t.) it la.-tcr cics .. .:rvc~3 1:10.:.1tion Jn tl12 a.~~­
;:ucils of hL,-~orical pr .'scrvati on. 

l~. F:rolicllstein -:.-,.~a i'~11sseJ.l \tfl ... -oun::~, arc1-ti1',~ci=ural st:-1cle:1-t-s 
at tl1.e U:1i versi cf Il~inr:i s, :,ror;~_od for th.; :,~ai:iu:lcJ.l Par::. 1~:crv~_c2 at 
Jclrrors i;--1 th.,:; su;.l~l1cr o:: 1S5[J. r_L1J.1c~:--· }Jcca::-:c in~~2r0st2cl i:1 1-110 rtTJ.ch.-

travcllacl Fort, found ol:t 1-LO'\'l it Cl--:ica-~_:o •::iur.i_·1c tl12 ~ ·crlcl' c Col 11r:1-

.. Jol1n ~-. 1.-li:1:1, ~:.~:e.:1d_arc~ c;l1iclc -c~~, Cl1icc., 

\.~i v•2n tl1c fcJlo1/Ji;1 dccoun·t: 

Location J3,U 1cc1oasi ,,v,2nue::,. ':i:'h,:l li ttl!3 ·~>nc . .:: L'.1i16j_rnJ -;,;~lic~·1 John :Jrown 
d-:;_\..:~1.cL:.;()_ Lls a fort Dravel~.r Dut l10~·:0}2ssl~,. in 2 G59 a(~:-u.inct the con;Jinc~l 
forces of tJ·.e c:·ov,2r.:1ru0Y1.t and tl1c J-La-to of \Tirc.;i::tia. .S ... 1closeL.l. i:1 c: fr~2 
bu.il,.~in,~- t~1.c.t is of .J. aov2l de:)si:-~·:t, t:1ic ul:::otd.: sacr2U rc!.ic o~- days 
just i:·rGcodinq tl-~e civil 1·1ar L.J.:"- D2 s .. _0:1. Tftc.: fori~ \·l.J.S rnov0:.1hore J)rinci-
))ally t:1rowo:1h t:12 i,1;:;trumentalUy of J. Ifol:n.as, of 
Ic1:c1, \.\'llo l1as w-arvG,:l as Sc1r0c:1.t-~~----rns of t~t:...: IIous0 11 .l;uilc.ij_:-tg i:::a.s 

2-iurchasod by a syndicate after much di:rficul·iy, as ch', poople of Har!)er's 
f'>2rry \·Jere un~vill:i.n<;;. to part with it. Defore U1e rumoval, th2 .builclinn 
1JeJ, torn dm·rn with utn".ls-l car2, the various parts \;2re bozc:d separately. 
Upon :i.~·s ar::dval i.::.. Chica,,o it ,ns erected ·with equal care and the: su:r:c,r•­
vic~in,i c::.rchitect is a.l:.thority for -Uc2 state1:1:..rnt thc::.t :L" slir·htest di:.cfer­
ence can,w c: b,, found in the construction of the tmildinr;- si nc:: i -J- s re­
mova.~. I-~ is a plc.in subsiarltial cne-storr bric,c buildi:i:, ,:ith c1 oabL.:: 
roof a,1u op:m L:"lfry. Its dirc,nsions are 25 :ft 10:1:·, 15 H. :'lido, anci 
i:lt:; •.,-.. -al.J_s ;3.r2 14 i::-1.: hi~'.l~. 111er(.; a.r;:.; ·i· 1.·10 1ar;1e sc;11£:__re: ·v:ind .. 01~~s in t;acI1 
,end, an.d sei:ii-cir:culu.r trancorns over oach of the wide docrr.:ays, both of 
-,.;hic:1 are on 0::1.e :::;id0. Lari;:e doers of ,med .:iih h:.;a.v:.r iro::i p1cite Ercn'.:s 
o;:i.c_, m·.·~mr:: c~ccm for .r:1c:1 1:ho toil eel for 11ncle 2.n:..m in t~-.~ buildi nc:·, I:1 
-~.b.i~ "d2Y 0:10 sot oftl1:;:; c:oors t\-ras ta~~on En-,ta::,:, b1i -t:1-Lo ci:Ilar set rcrr:..iine,J, 
alIT'~0~3t rus·~:o:J :frorn i·~.S l1inQ'C::>. rllle builCl·l1.:·; is 6.i 1.-icl1.J<.i b:,r ,J. solicl l)rici·~ 
,·mll into hr· rocr:u:::. The; s:,1a11or John flro,.i1 used as a r-ri:::,0::1 ci.urinc c1ll 
his :fi r O'.ld. 
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'i.'h;; _ _:J:c-:.11:,:'.1ic for ~ Ja~1uc1r:y 1892 i1]ustrc.t.2d th.:; rerr.ari:able struc--
ture u.G Ly Ardli:;;;ct Ceor02 C. Garnsey, ..,di-tor O.c Lhe ::,"dcv,l 
-3uil.der, tc s1101 ter t:·1c ?ort . 

.. -:..ccorcii:1< -Lo tlt:: Cl1icac}c ~:1ribun:3 -~·or i~ F ~lJru.ary 1394 t}1Q Fort ~•.;:1s 
l;rcudrt off it;::; oric,inc.1.l site: for ,,,,2C, CCG a:1ct th,3 HholG op~raticn or 
raovin:f it and s,::;ttinc,r it ur, at Chicar_jo cost the prc::1oters ano-:.}i,.;:,r 
, ,0CG. It did net cc1tch the pU;)J.ic fancy a;:i.cl after only el;;v2n paici 

c.J.::d ssiorrn ,,;ore-:: recci v,::,u, th::e projac~ ·,rccrn aba::1cion.ed cL,ci ".:ent into re­
c2i v.~~rsll.it. ~~,. yi:~ar lc.tter ttt2 Fort 1,•,ras acl-:::1o~·rlecicrecl a 1rl1i te eJ c1}hant 
anci thnoaten..Jci wi tI1 h-,ccminc_, a ci:ablo (Chicaco TrEl½_H•.:: 1 ,l.:~ril 139S). 

:::rs FGrry Tva:1t3ci it '.,ac.: but H: ··ms c'.:i 0covc.:racl thc.t the: ori nal 
si 18 WJ.S no lonrrer ::1v,lilabl2 (Chica.::o ':'rib,ue ti _''.,u,·ust 1895); thu 
]3.l tirc:-JY-3 C': Ohic. Ra.Uroc::.d hd<l built a. lino c1.- trac~:s ovor i ~ .. 

'1.1he story o~" ho-.r th2 Fort did c.~t bac~: reraains to '.:ie woriced out, 
but return it did---first to a :;ii:e on the 8:1enandc,1:., Liv,"r }:y:iti:oms, 
and then to the cat-:ipus o:f' Storer C.:cllec:e c-bovo th.::: old to1:r:1, t·rhon" i·'.: 
re:nains to thic da~: as a ':::;hrine' or-,en i:o tho rub]ic. The problem o.f 
hm·r to q::;t it bac£ do,m to the oric;inal sLe near tho Potomac b:;;lon,:::s 
to tha Fo.r~: Service, wl,ich is nm·· cievelcri.:-ir; the 
I~onumen; • 
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':i.'lu Chica( o 'i'ribun,.3, 'l'hursda.~', 

189 2. 11 John .drown I s Fort." 
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h:emoval Cf The Eistorical 
3uildinr_r To Chicac:c. 

Cr1rei'ul '.:on: Ees.il ts in Its h'cco,-.s·~ruction :-~,ne Just as It stood 
in Earr2r 1 s Ferry--Inclosed Under ;-mother Ev-,2 It t:ill Be 
Ds2d as a Euseum of .:J:,oli ticn Lelics--Leview of the short 
Stru<;.:~:cL, to Fre·c; i:l:li:" Slr.wcs--'L10 Fi:-w.l Ficht. 

n John :-Jrm-,-1' s ::3ody lies c1-rr..olderinc:, in the qrav0, u hut the little 
:nic.: JJuildinc, uhich the Vi.tliant soul inhcl:Ji tincr that boJy defended as ii 

fort br,:.vely, buthopelessly, in 1859 a0ainst the combined forces of the 
,,overiHr,'3'.1.JL a:td the Stat,~ of Virginia still :.;i:and~, and it staads in 
Chicac;o today- as it stcc,d at lfo.rper'c Ferry, Va., for i::he last thirty 

In.closed in a frane builclin(; on 1:abash ::1venue that is of ncv2l 
ue:::;ic,:i, this a2.rr.cct sacred relic 01.' ti1e da~,'S just precedirw the Civil 
t:ar hc.:u3 boon ered:eJ., arid, uithin a r:canth, th-2 I'atriotic rcople of _, 
Chicacro an~ u1:2 ,:2st ·,;lto h<1v:; :1.;}ver yet i;:a~2d upcn i '. or thos-., ~,no 
desire to LC:?l,cld ±t a:T,1.i::1 ,·,ill De ci ven an orrortunity to exc1mine t:.i s 
homely but irttensely i::rterostin(;· structure. It ic la.rc:ely c1ue to ex­
Conc_,y:rnsu:n :-.• J. ~Iol1,12s, c:f Io:;:1, ,,,lw aJ. so served as Serc1eant-c.t-.\rms 
of tl1c ~Touse, 'L}ia.t tl-tis vuluc._.~~:.\;; 11istorica~- rulic is i:n Chicu~:row fie 
h&d c::ten vie\:ecl it at 1:arper's rerr~:, an.cl Oilch ti:-:,e id'.:h re~1ev1e,:i in­
ter-:,s·l:. '·:0 hdd observed tho thousands who vi si ~.cd i ·i a-:1:1uo.l 1y, c:oin,;: 
to uuch tr-:,uhlo a.:1.L~ •2xp2:1se tc do sc, and he concei v:ed tl-:e idea that 
i ~: w,ulct 1)G , rrofH:able entcrpri se to ~urch;J.se it a:,ci. r·la.ce it oTL 
r:;cLlL.r cxhi'.)i tio:1. T:3 spo~;:e tc soveral of his ~1aslTin<;:,ton frie,1ds aboui 

-~ he matter, a:--d th.::!y becu::,2 L1L:;rer:teci. 

It ,\f,lS at lcrnt deternined to buy tr.2 builci.iw·. Then an unforeseen 
di::ficuljcy ,:i.ros,::,. The o'.'mers were unvri12.ing to se 7 l or cv,2:1 to discuss 
tl1e terms of a sal..3. '=1lv:c JalUraor·.J end Chio railroad, ,;hi ch carried 
train loads daily to Ha.rp3r 1 o Ferry en account of the di:tra.ction of the 
for-i::, asl:ed that i l: be.: ;:iot s,::ild. ~i.'h,.) r;2or,l.1 o:2 Harr::""r's Ferry joined 
wi tlt .'t"~l.e railroaJ.. But arc:)uruen-::s and pleas o.:1d bin ficureo at lu.st 
prevailc6. The o,,;n2rs C:JcJ.Ve c1n ortion c:i. l:he nro:r 1rty and the John 
3ro-r,,.:n Fort corc~u.ny ~1a.s orqanizc\.:iq 

2;~-Congr2ssman '.~oL:s is President 0£ J.:::1c comr0.:r,>; :1aj. Eocbvood, 
Chio.'.' o.E tho ,eather :3urcau, Secretar:·; J. =:. C. ,:ilson, on3 o.; the 
;.;.r,sisi.:a:1-t Socrotarics of tI.L1.'= Uni tecl Sta-L-2s S,:J~1ato, r1.

1reasuri2rll! C1tl1cr 
'"i't•··:·.,:,0rs of the co::11,any aro ·.J. ·.,. ~udle'y.r of t shi ,c i"o;:i D C · L rr .J.il_,. u....,,.._. _ .,. 'a -~ "' . ~ 4 I II Ill I l!f. "'...., 1l 
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r_1ccL 1er, Indi.J.nar.:Jli.s; Senator D. ·, .• Peri:ins, ; John Boyd of tho 
ox-i-'rGsidont of tfio ~-,s.rylc:E1li l.:orfoL, [:,tec1:-,1shir: lin.}; Prof. "\. J. 

cultural Coll•2<;_:·e; anci ex-Conc:·ressr:1a:i " L"' .J: V· .. -Lenry lDDY OJ_- 1 r:·,1 n1 ct. 

T~--..o builcii·v1 Has ·::crn down ui th th1 u-li:iost cure, th:::: various s 
being bo;wC.:. separately. Upon its arriva.l in Chica.c_e:, it 1·ms crecteci ';-Ji-th 
e,;i_.16.l car,), the supervi si:1c1 architect dcclar:.;s that if the slightest 
di ;'fo:cmce cc:'"1 be found in the construction of the bui1dinc: no-r from ulu:t 
H \·Jas ,1:,en H stocd &t I:arp::n 's Ferr:- he will return tc the com:-:o.r1y Uw 
on~. i r,3 arrtoun-~ o:- his coT:1::-.3n~ .. 1tion. 

Flciin aad sul:>sJ;antio.J is the s:r,all, enc-story bric~: ,JuiJ.uirv:.~ '"'Ji t~1 a. 
CJc:i.ble sli1te roof a~1d a.1 o:ren .bcl I-~ was a p::u·"t of the, United States 

tun factory a:i.tcl arse<lal buil.t at I-~2.rr.:.~r's Fcrr:'f in !.S32. It is -~'Heni;,'"--fivc 
feet J.cn , .::=ifteen £0.:::t wid•::!, an:.:l th2 walls dre fourteen f~e-:.: hi There 
ere t1;1..:J lo.rr:,e SL1u .. ue \rindm'fS in each end ac1c: ser.1i-circulc.r transono ov,2r 
3ach o:;:' tl:lc wj d,::: dcor,mys, bo-Lt o:: ;-,:hich arG on one sici::,. Larr~'e doub7.i.c: doors 
o:'..' uood ,-ritl, :1<20.v:0 iron rla.tc fro:1.t once m,1rnc;-r op)n ior t1w r~:en who toiled 
i.:or Un.cl-::; :San in -t}t(3 little JJuilciin: .. --. In -Ll-:2 ·1.ro..r one set of doors "';,·JdG i --i.~:~,,~ 
a~v,'":1:, 

1 
::Jut t]1:.J otl1cr set ro1nai11s, a.lrncst TU[3l:ed fror::. i·l.s l1in·es1r rl1he i.;uilclinr, 

is di vic.'ied a solid bric.::: uall into :..-10 roons. .,_lle snaller Jcl1a 3ro;a1 'Jsed 
us a '"'Ti .:::on, doinc, an his ;·1,~cJ-1ti ,19 in the larc:.er cn,J. 

,lft.:::r th•:::: old ;-;,utrict had fow,·lrc in ;.~a.nsas unH 1 that bJ.eoci.incr State 
1:1as u free :Stat,2 ho cl2icrr:Jn2cl tl1at tl-t(} slavoo should i>J :~re'.3 _ :I:::: sul:-
1l1i·~·tecl :rla:,1s to tl10 ai:>oli·~~ionis~:r.; 0-1.: the East for th,_: cve;rlhro·~';- of the; 
slav1..: r~o1•;0r a~-1cl rccei vei i:hci:r cor::.rlGte ar::-:rcv·u.J ~ l1onc~.r ancl ec~uir•mcn.j~-s •_:·ere 
r:;ro1:1i 02(1 hira ai:.cl ·v.~ere fur:r~i s}leci l1i~.:, too n 1.:2 s2lec-ted. as 1-ti s l12ad.quctrt2rs 
ctn old c~:untry house hic:h up in tho Ic.ountains ut :1arr:i·e.r 1 s 'l'his he 
i rd:.::nded to raa1~c the head,:uc_rtins 0£ thcy:::rovi sional crovernraent which he 
propo:::,ad to entabli sh. It mes ,r;,:::11 fitted _;_:or cbf:,;:rno. It ,tas exce:::dingly 
difficult o:f approach, the 1-my :Oein<::, over ravines crnd up c:.l:nost precipitous 
bluffs. Tlc h1se:nen'L of ti1e build.ia:

0
• ;ms o:::- solici stone bctwe2n two and 

three feet in thic.::ness. FLm here i:3rc,-;n sent out his sons EJ.nd follo·.:-ers 
as recrui tinr_r a(J.Jnts. The slavc,s ,:ho escaped v,c1T1 to be enrolled c.:1.d 
armed ,·,i.i:h r,L~e5, which were made at Chicor,co, Eass., b2in,· bour,ht ,·dth 
rao:1ey ::u:;.ni shed :.::,y a nc:u nc-:, li vinr,, sd~'S Pr8siden-'.:: liolm2s. 

~:is fol1o"'~Jers .,.t·.rere t;i v2:1 corrni ssi ons 
thc::t ·cbJy should c0Iillna:1d his :forces whcil c1 

sllculd lhlV(~ lJeen secur-26... I-~ i 3 -~stir~1at~cl 

• I-' ' , 1n·t..1nateu. 
sn.: ~-icicntJy £ornidablc c1rr:cy 
tha.t ::Cully 2,000 ____ :crec-

=~~:;--1 anG. csca:::,ecl s}.ctve,r-,,;,_;re r:Juciy· to i>,3 called 1.1~-:o:1 1.1110~~ 1-d.s e1:1s ~•J(;re 

cl.i ccoV(;;rcd a:1d. Jro-v:n wi '.-}, his :fo1lc:;cn:i :.C·orced to r,rer::iaturo actio,'l. 



Attacl~ on Harplr 1 s Ferry. 

John. ]ro\•;,1's army amounted to tweuty-three r.,e::1, h;c c:c them his sons, 
·when he made his attack: on Harper's Ferry. They moved qui ct:l~·. The watch­
lc!a:1 was surprised and ;nade prisoner. Th0 Balti~1oro and Chio trains 'ere 
stor~ped and held for several hours. Frorriin,c;nt men iD and around Harrer's 

wer-e r:1ade prisoners and held as hostages, bein:;; confined in the 
smaller rGor.1 of tLe 1 l)Uildincr seized upon as a fort. Cne of the 
hosta<;.res 111ac Col. ,·faGhirn:rton, a descendant of the first President. 

Several hours r-c_ssed befor..2 the peo:rle anci the troo!>S stationed ther,.:: 
recoversd from their surpri SL,; and realized ,Jhat ,;as goinc' o_·t. Then a c;mn 
was fi the shot returneu, and Br01•;Il and his rnen ,Jathered in their mini a-
turo fortress, barricacl:.:,d the h::av: doors, and for threG days held it 
against the troops, firinz: upon them throur~h three hol•2s ma.do in the brick 
1:ralls. Th-:; Virgir1ia militia was una.ble to accomplish anythir~,: and the 
United States soldiers -;:ere ca.lled for. A det.:1chn;en-'. ,·:as sent under ro m2,;and 
of Rove rt E. L-2e, then a Colonel. 

Finding their firing in vain th2 soldiers improvised a hitt,:ninq ran 
anci burst Of3H i-h3 doon,. F. equau rushed in, John Brm~n was struck dc;n 
with a saber, and John JJrown's rebellion was at an end. One son lay dead 
nt his feet u.:icl another lay dyiw.. Arrest for trert::mn, traiJ., conviction, 
and death coon ended the mortal caro,'"r of John .Jrown, ubut his soul goes 
mnrchin(J 0:1. 

The c,,-un works v;,:,re alternately in the hands oi the Fodcnal and Con­
federate troors during the war, and after it closed wr,re dismantled cmd 
abcmdoned. in tho '70' s a pap::r company bow:;ht the buildings of 
c:lte 9overn2ent. 

The Fo::-t company proposes to throw the fort op2n to vis1 tors in a nonth 
with appropriate ceremonies. Soi:t.J distin<;::uished Vire;inidn will deliver an 
adciross, and there Hill be other oxerci sos. The ccrnpany will by thc.t time 
ha.vo a larc_:.e collection of John 3row,t relics, am: John Brown and abolition 
1i terature of all ~:::inds, whicl1 wi 11 oe made 2 pnt of th2 exhibi i • 
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John J. Flinn, E:ta:1.dard Guido io Chica,:m, 

Chicar:o, 1893, rage 132. 
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Lccation 13H Labash ).venu,.~. 'l'he little, bric~'- }:::iuildinq which John Brown 
defended as a fort br0.vely nut hopelessly in 1859 acainst the cor:.bined forcos 
of the s .. overn~,:e:1t and the State of Virqinia. Enclosed in a :fram0 building 
t hac. is of a novel desisr,, this almost aacred relic of dJ.~'S just precedinc.cy 
the ci vJ.l v,ar Ic1a:s; he seen. The for-!- was 1:ccvcd here princi thrcuqh 
thG J.nstrumen~ali ty of Ex-Conqressman 1:. J. Eolmcrn, of Iowa, i;,·ho has served 
as San;:;ent-at-ar1s of the Eous"• Th2 buildi!w ·was purchased by a syndicate 
after much di f:fi cuty, as the peo:r-le of ~farper' s F ,..,rr.,7 1:1ere unwi 1 Ji :1q to r,cirt 
witr. it. i3efore th;; remov.3.1, the JJUildinz:)· Kas tor:1 dmm i:dtlt the utmost 
care, the various r~rts were boxed separatel:r. Upon its arrival in Chicacro 
it uc1s erected wJ.th equal care and the suprervisin<:; archi-:ect is au7hori 
for i:lv, state:r.ent that tlw sli;hi:est difference ca:rno~ be found in th2 
construction of the building since its removal. It is a plo.in substantia] 
one--story brici;.: building with a ~rable roof a:1d oren bol Its demension;::; 
aro 25 ft 1onr.::.r, 15 ft wide, and the walls are 14 ft hiqh. There c.:.rc t ro 
1c1rs·e square ·i'lindows in ec:,ch end, and s0mi--cirm lar transoms over each of 
the :·lido doonrays, both of wbich are on one side. dr:Jors of wood with 
heavy iron !)late froni s once s·,V'J.r.~- oi-1en for rr,en who toiled for u~1cle So.m 
in the buildinc;. In tho \(3.r one set of tho doas was ta,~.en m-ray, but the 
other s::d remained, almost rusted from its ldngos. The buildinCJ is divided 
by a solid bric/.: wall into two rooms. The smaller John Bro,,m used as a 

son duriw: all hi::; finhti n,;.:, in the lar~ 2r one. 

1.30 
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uJohn Brow:i's Fort to go Dae,:.: Eome"', 

Chicac:o TrLJun.::, Sunday, February ,J, 189·L 



It '.,as Hot an Attrc1ctic~t 1Iere, and 

So Did i;ot Ifoarl:r 1-1ay 

There is a vast di ffc,r:,:1ce beh,reen Chi ca:::;-o, I 11., and I s 
Ferry, Va. 1 ·ith -::he latter ~he c,~lebrated John 3rm,;n Fort wc1s 0,1cc 
the cexter of attraction G.'1d :'or years it was the only ua-Jnet thdt 
dre,,; L:ourists to the tmm. \Ihile the >,orld'3 Fct.i.r 1.1as in its early 
ince:r,tion c1 p,nty cf ,:ashi:nton n:2·1 ca~rr.c to the c•::11elusion that the 
,~a:nous li~tL, structure would be th'3ir fortune in Chicago durin;, tho 

si tion and d ~2C,OOO for it. 

Thu Off.; attrc.tction of Earper'c Ferry disappoared--th2 traffic in 
a11,2c;-:d. bri c~:::s fro:n the old fort ':Jas a thi::10 of the; r.'aci'. Loni;: h.,forc 
thG citizens of Cl1icar;o 1:::neu that it ,·ras co:d~i;:· it was inclos.:::d in a 
ccrrU(:,ated iron structure on •:!a.bash avenue near Fc:.nte2nth stroe1 • 

i~1 1, 1893, the an:wunce:,.ant ;;as n:ade that the f:)rt ,.-ouJ d 
socn be ope:-; for exhibition. ssnan Hoh:ies of Doon,:,, Ia .• , 
'\,ils Preside:'1t of the CO''i:lf,any that ore:rr.~ed the shmr a,1d also ucte-:5. as 
mc1:1acrer. 

For o.bo1.1t ton days t11s exhibition 1i v,~d a :;::r,3carious life and 
th:m ii: died ;•li·i:h a rec,'.)rd of elev2n paid ar1r:1ission1:, anci an outlay oi: 
more than ~,60, COG. •J·"·· ,,~. ssn,.c:m Holnes J.oc.:eci. the front door and 
too.: a trai:1 to Iowa.. ':.ha.t to do ·di ih the old fort h-1s :_,a:.:n a subjec"· 
of considerable correspondenc3 ar:ionc:r the stocd10lcbrs of tho John 
Jrown Fort compan:-,,. 

To rent the odd,-shap:::d buildin,J· thc.t shelterud the relic is som::,­
thinc that has not h2e,1 acco1:1plish:Jd, \.hoove::· rents it qets the fort 
un'.:il ::ov. 1, 1896, 1.•;hen the lease expires. SornC:bod:'/ s:;at a postal 
card do:r:1 tc r's Ferr:r that thoi r pet wa;.; stranded. "' 
mass-:.:ee·tin:; ,·ms hel a oubscrip-::ion rai se::l, a:1d at ..:. noni nal figure 
o.n option has been ohi:aincd on tltc old ;..;truct11r2, which mains that 
it ~Jill soon stand on its 0~1;1 old sit:) over1oo.:in'., the Potor:1ac. Chicaqo 
or th2 world in ;;encral had no interest L.1 it cul side of i~s rroper 
:mrroundi nq s. 

'l'h,::; present mvners hop,:) tlLat so:rrebod}, will rent the .:abash avenue 
structure and ccnoid .. :n the fort o:f so::,:) value until th0 oxpi rati 0:1 o:f 
the lease at 23 a :nonth. Then they promise to sent it }.Y:1.ci~ to it;::; 
for!ner hot12. 3ut should. anybody turn up that desir8s to uso the build,­
inc5 ui thou t the fort i:J.1e li tile r21ic will i1:1ill:2diably s·ladden U.G 
11:Jart s of tl1c ci ti zans of TTarper 1 ::> Ferry~ 
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It \,ill Be Turned into a Stable by 

a Biq Dcpartr:iont Store. 

r.r11c; farL0us Jcl-:n Brovrn fort at IIar!:ier's _F1err:y, in ·whi-cl1 tl-le most cclelJratcci 
J.bolitioni3t of s1&.very ua.~r3 fouQht ano. di,36, ,1:1d uhosc m::nory is ::::tjll 
t·:arrn. in the hea.rts of tltousands o:f- cclored r2ople of t:1is ccuntry, ic 
300n tc neet a fate that is um;nthy of such an L1terestinc' r2lic and 
n::,rr;3nto in -'._:he hi story of -: he t1nited Sta.tes. The, buildinc;, in w~1i ch 
it nm-1 stands on ".uoc.sh avenu,3, '::3hrem Thirteenth and Fcurteeni:h 
streets, has .'been lcas.::d to .. -.... ~.~. L.oi:l1:"-3ch.i1cl, th(➔ y:>roj ector of the ::1.e1v 

departme:1t store soon to op2n ai: ;:;:tat,_:') ac1ci Van Buren s~·reets, as a stable 
for delivery ,tQgons a:-td horsc,s, a:1d in carryLv-- out the tcn:is o:f the 
lease [:he fa:::ous old fort is ai)out ~-o SJ_) moved i::1 such a ncmner i-hat 
it T,,i 11 Leco:ne a y::irt of the~ stablrJ. I·t:, ho".;:Jvor, rc1a:· y=,t b2 saved 
from an ic~oble f~to. 

It uill 00 remcm.,.'1c,red that the fcrt was brouc;:,ht to Chicago by a 
syndicate o:~ ,L:.,ct fr8,n -.. as:d.n0ton, ;J. C., ,;.,"ho ;hlli:::v::d i:hu_t it could be 
made a c,reat .Jorld' G Fair attraction, (_11 vj n0 th0w. fabulous rot-urns for 
their invesb:ient. But :l:L:::e ffic;_r\y anoth,,3r "castle iri the o.ir," built u1 cn 
antici:oatcd results of t;n Fair, it was a flat failur0. This ~,a:::; found 
out the first chy th:;; fort was o;:ened to the public us an exhibition 
at 50 cents a tic~e±, and a:::; an exhibition it clcs]d a few days later. 
Shcr'.:ly a::tcnmrds Ct rec,d ver was .ippointe:d for the co:nr,an:', ",dlich, in 
the r-:iecL,ti:n,i, had invested a;Jou".:.:;:30,0CC in the enter~-:-risc!, the Yc)ceiver 
:'c:ili::v:· tc fdY thG r0:1t of the c;round by the ·'.:cn1s of th--2 contract the 
lec:.se '.JCJ.S ccnc,eled a:::J the improver:ra:ri: s on the pr::-p0rty, inc] udi::v, the 
old fort, reverted to the owner of the la:1ci, Ch,~.rJ.es L. Hutchinso:1, 
FresiclcTL cf the Corn Exchct,1r~2 3an1::. :i:r. ::atchinson is naturaUy r--r~­
triotic a:1d d:ies not wa:1t l:o see the old relic co to deca.::. Ee ha3 no 
us,3 for tho old structure, but he would li::::e to cee ii: preserved. .'\lthcu<7h 
pla:;.s ha--r.re L'ee:i ~ncirle to ccnv,9rt it into a st1Jl")"'!e, t-:r. l111tc1:inson 1,-rill 
a}:t:er those pJans if any p2r~: i,t C:hicar;o will acc2pt a:d care for the relic. 

T:1is stater-:ic:i:l: c~J:':..; front Johr. C. 1-:cCord yesterda:0
, ;,ho is rer,rr:­

::,eni.in::r Lr. Eutchinson in the di s1~osi tion of the property c_nd who closed 
the lease ,dth .a. F. l<othschilci. 

Hr. i;cCord saici: "Er. Eutc!:li:;,.son cp:--redai:es the valt:e of this 
little old ern __ ,inc,-hous:; as one of the rrcost interesting relics of an 
irnr:o:c ~ant event L, th::: hi si:or:· of this country, a:1d 1,;cuJ.d frladly see 
it presc.3rved as it should be. It is :10t his d0sire that it si:101J.1d be­
com::i a stc:ble. I:e apr,reciates lhat the r:ro:::;r :olace for it ,.-Jould be 
its old hone at II.irper's Ferr:;, from which it 1-m;; so ru-thleosly wrested, 



hut this 1;,;ould. require an ex:i_-:-i_nJi ture of a croat cieul of money. ,-o , 
fr.at it c in Chica~ro, he b3lioves it shculd be cared for here, ,,nd 
offores t rs a free: :ft to any pu.:::JJ.ic i:!",at will acc2-r-L a::cd care 
for it. It iR c1. structure that ':rill not re a custodia:1. a:id but little 
1:ioney to place it in posi·~io:::1. It is now on house-movcorc ".bloc::: and 
a;Jout to s.>..:: turned around acccrdi:i.q to the a:rn ,:e hav2 drawn :for a 
stubfo. ~3ut in the hone that the litt1o buildi:i.s- Hill be sa;;.:,d this 
-~ate I Lc1ve ordered starred for a few days and also thctt the 
bui l di n~· be l;_r_:) ~,t i n tact. " 

This of for has been called to the attention of r,romine:1t Grand 
::1e£t, who are taliing about the advisa:i.:iil of circulc1tin9· a 

petition a1:1::mg the v1;c:terans of Chica<;:o one the y,art boards -to 
accept the relic. 
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u'i'o F;er::ove The Fort'$, Th8 Chic::i.cro Trit-:.u1e, 

1':octday, ;-.uc;::ust 0, 1895. 
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John Brown's Deeds 

Comme,:,orated. 

i'i.ddressos a Lur(;e Lss3mblage of Colorod Citizens to IntGr•3st them in 
Securin:;; the R.~const:r:uction of -tlto Fest at ILirper' s Ferry--Gne 
Hundred Dollars Subscribed to the Funcl--C'thor Chicagoans Inter-· 
Gsted L1 the I-Iovr;ment--One l{o,id Offers Pres Trans:rortation. 

Fro::rtinent colored r:eople of the cit~, assembJ.ed at Qui.cm Chu.r,el, 
'..a:bash avenue and fourl:h street, yesterda~' :ifternocn to hear 
l·.ii ss 1:ate Field, who spo'..~e in regard to the proposed re:::1.oval of theo 
old John BrowL Fort bad: '.:o Earp.u' s R"rry, where i ·t: orir;inally stood. 

'lhe historic enc;rinG hcuso ~;hich ,Jas turned into a bi.,ttery by the 
ml:l.rtyr of 185~;, wu.s transported to Chicar;o just previous to the 1-·orld's 
Fair as a bu sin,, ss venture on part of a ::ashin~ton syndicate, It fai1ed, 
ho-.,cver, and the old structure no~J lan9uish)s in a sorry state o.:.: dilo.­
pidation i,1 the re,u of Ifothschild' s st0.ble in ·l:c.bash avcmu2. 

:-Iiss Field, who has aJ.vrays :Oee:1 interested in ;:tatters thc1t :r,::rtained 
l. o the colored race, a.nd '.Jas the means of havinq the far~ in th2 Ad­
irondacks, where John Brown is buried, coi1verted into a p21ri:;:, has tal;:en 
up the ac_"itatio:1 of this ,.:f.Kstion. She has succ:::ea,.Jd b. interestinc; a 
number of prorainent citizen.:.; in th-3 enterprise a,1d is in a fair ,~ay to 
ctcconpJ.ish her purpose. 

E3r address ye c;t2rd,1y afternoon was intend.Jd to interest the colored 
peo-:->18 in the project. She cola hor listeners tb;; ntory of her wor~c 
in the cause of the colon,d race from th2 time sh .J first r.Jad ''1.Jncle 
'i'ora's Cabin'; until today and then r:olated ho· her o.tfontion v:a.s called 
~o the 1ctattar in ha:1d. She said she had the consent of Chas. L. Hutchinson, 
on ,,;hose? crround the fort nov1 standG, tc r.::,1,1ovc it ,1here ;::;he chos.,; 
that one of the railroads had offer,.Jd free transportation; ilnd that 
considera.;ile money ,:as already donated. 

She said there had b3en sor.lG difficult}' ab::iut th: 1-ropo::,od sit:; a1: 
Kirper':::; Ferry and it c\•ould be imrossible to locate the fort on th:; 
orig-inal spot. }:owev,.Jr, it -was ,~lr.·,ost settled to ph:te8 the old bui J.di ".l<c· 
on the historic Boli v2r E,dghts, Hhich over lo:::::. the Shenandoah and 
Potonac Vo.J.leys. 

St the close of l-1iss Field's S}::occh Chdrr:v.m F. C. Par.~,:;r ca 7 J.ed 
for an e::J)r3ssion of orinion en the rut of the asse::t:.r:)1~·. ,:\fter sor:1e 
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discussion a corrcd ttee of el'"'v,:311 w0.s appointed to ret.1 re and clra,,; up a 
pla:n. This was composed of F. L. :C!arnett, County Co:,1Inissioncr '.L 's. 
JonGs., tl1e I(evlll J·. 1-:. To:,"nsen::.-1, 1-~rs" Ido. ~- ;:Tells-3arTt0tt 1 :~. I:. }:orris, 
1). ~ •• Jo~t2s, ::rse: sti J_ Broi:.rJTl, Dr. JII 1:111 l~3J-:..""•3•:}, l-:iss 1\gnes 1/iood~.r, l,Irs 
D. ',,. Der1ps:;y, and J oh:1 C. Jones. 

ThG co~:1.mittce plclc·ed ;,100 -Lo th,3 cause und decided to hold anotLer 
pu:Clic :n.::etiltr \Jedn,:: ev8:nirn:.' at ~:uinn Chap2l, at 1-1hich tfr:.e the 
c;rc,anj zation of a John Brown Fort ;',.ssociation ':rill b.:: cffectec:. Ther3 
-.:ill be a nu,:rwer o.f si::.0a:cers on hand, a":1onrJ tlL2m hiss Field, :Ur. 'i'o ;nsend, 
:•;rsM ~3araett, i.:rsfl Esfl :,. Drovv:t, and Ea lie 1:orris. 



1::0. 8 

Tribune, S:mda1, Lay 31, 189G. 

138 



Fa;nouse 1;e,;srar::"r ;Joman 

Dies Suddenly at Honolulu. 

E:s:-Hini ster Thurstort Sends \[on:l fro1n Yoa~ohama That She Succumbed to 
Pneumonia on Hay 19 After a Short Bickn.Jss---8.Ketch of Her Career-­
Singer, Actor, ,\rt Lov,;r, and 3di tor--Unique Character tjell .r.::ncwn 
in Chicago. 

1-iiss Kate Field, k:no1:a1 the countr~- over as jcurnalist, author, 
editor, and orator, is dead. Sh;; rassed away at Honolulu on i,:::iy 19 
after a brief illness, and the news reached this city today, having 
:--Jeen sent by ex-.i.lini ster Thurston to E. II. 1,..ohlsaat. The rr,essage 
a:rnouncing tho de3.th of this noted wo;~.an was as follows: 

n-1::atc ?ield died 1-~a~r 19 at IIonolulu of pneumo11ia. '.rhurston." 

l,o r::i.rticulars have been received concwrninq 1·.l ss Fi ela' s death. 
Seven days :nust elapse before tidini:;::·s ::rem Honolulu can reach this 
countr:·. The m-8ssage oi.' ex-i.·1inister Thurston was sent frmn Yo.kahc.ma, 
th1 nccws havinJ evidently been sent to Er. Thurston frcn Honolulu by 

, l maL .• 

In her last letter to Jl,nerican papers, ,vri tted at lfor;.:h Kohaia, 
island of Hawdii, on Hay 11, i.-~iss Field :nade no r,tention of h,1.vin0 been 
ill. I::1 .2act, her letter vms full of her pla:1s for the future, and gave 
evidence that sh2 was in rerfect health. 

:-:iss Field was woll ,:::nm·.r.:l in this city, 1·1here she had many friends. 
For th3 last ten years she has been a frequent visitor to Chicago, ~ilierc 
r:iac1.y receptions ·w0re held in her honor by th:; most prcr:1inent wcn,rn of 
the ci She v,as in Chicago for the last time a year age, just c:.ftcr 
sh_) ce,rned the publication of her 1(ate Field's \;;ishinr;_rton at th..:; ::aticn's 
car,ital. Her health was not of the bes".::, anc; the trip abroud was tai:::en 
purtly in the hope that she uir;ihc be benefited thereby. 

,\s 1-li ss Field's early homo was in St. Louis, uhere r'.er rel a ti vcs 
arc buried, the intermant will probabl::,r ta;.-,:e place in that city in 
case -~h:; body is brought to this country. 

Eiss Field's Career. 

;Ji th the death of lli ss Field ends the career of perhc:;.ps the Lost 
uniqP.e 1JOrc:an the present century has produced. Sh2 , as l::::orn in St. 
Louis o:: ·wc,11-to-do r,arents fi:'.'ty-odd y2ars a(fO, but left hone at an 
early arJ2 to fit herself for her lifo worl:. 



\"hen a child i·liss Field became a pro Lege of Lo.1 ter Savage Landor, 
who c;;ave her lessons in Latin and at his death left her a valuabl2 port­
folio of draHinqs which Niss Fie1d had in her possession up to a year ago. 
[,s she gave promise o:' a great future Eiss Field was at an early aqe 
sent to l3oston to complete her education. From there sha 1vent to Floranc3, 
Ito.ly I where she perfected herself in music and modern laY"tguac;;es a:1d 
;.)ecame an intimate friend of Ceon:,e Eliot. She studied r:msic under 
Garcla and under 1:illiam Shakespeare, the iwted English tenor, and at 
one tir:i.e decided upon a stac;:ce career. 

In fact, she was on the sta0e for a tine, appearing as an actress 
at-Jooth's Theater in New Yori::, wlwre she won prai::;e, l,fter a~­
season on thG stage she forsoo_;: it for thLl editorial chair and the 
lecture platform. 

In Hiss Field art had one of its most 2.ble champions. She 1:as the 
leading· spirit of the i,ationa.J. ,,rt Association. 

L:a,rn Field's ,:ashington was a paper characteristic of its ov~1er, 
and when it suspended publicaticn in 1895 it mar~:ed the £,dlinc:r hea1 th 
in the ·wo~11c.n who dared to brave Congress and dirGct that body's at­
tention to matters which had until then been kept in the dark. 

K.,_7.own by c:11 ',.'ri ters. 

Lis::, Field wa:::; well .::nov;:1 by all uri ters of prominence, and one 
of them in v;rri ting of her 2ome years ag-o, said: 

"'.;nen one speaks of uni(1ue 1.romen one thinl:s instinctively of ~ate 
FielC:, who is :ri.thout doubt 0::1.e o:c the most picturesque ch:l.racters of 
the da3'. Th2re is scarcely anything this lady has not turned her hand 
to--the sta(fe, th2 shop, the lecture platfor, th2 "\\Tri ting des~:, and ::ww 
the editor's chair. She understands politics much bei:'cer th,1.n most men; 
she proved rnore of a power acrainst Mormonism than alJ the laws enacted 
against this hideous stain upon our g·overnncnt. She was a splendid 
drur:r,er for the California wine, companies, and I am sure sh:: could con­
duct a post-mortem or preach front -:my text q.1ite a::; well as the averag-e 
doctor of medicine or divinity.u 

.;:i.mong h';r published wor~::s which have attracted the most attention 
are 11Pla.nchette's Diary," "';\da1aide Ristori," "Ead on Purrose,u "Pe:i. 
Photo0raphs £ron Charles Dic1:~ens 1 Readinqs, "'Hi.1:r>--Hazard, 11 "'..L'en Dc.ys in 
Spain," and "IIistory of i3ell 1 s Telephon8.'"' 
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Letter, Chicago Historical Society to 

Fro.nk H. Anderson, I-IF?:E, 1'.i.ay 16, 1960 
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-- 1G44 
OIU:CAGO HUITORICAL SOCIE'l'T 

N"'"4 A- ....,.i Cl:,,-t Si<NI 

ltr e frank H. Mde rso.n 
United St~tes Oitpar~t )f the Interior 
National P1rk Servi.co 
Harpers Ferry N1tional ~nt 
Harper, ferry, West Vir91n1a 

May 16, 1960 

THE BOOK OF OUCACOANS, 1905, p<11ge 226 

~,~,-.... 

GARNSEY, ~rge Otis, Architect, editor; b. Rock Island, Ill., 
Sept. 14, 1840; e. Olarlei Ai-xander and Laura L. (Kimball) Garnsey; 
9rnd. Coll.Cl.bit Coll~ge, M~ Yort, in architecture, 1864; •· Chicago, 
1865, Franc,o L. L.oraneJ l d•ughter: Florence L. Engaged in practice 
as architect in Chicic;p iince 1864; IIMkes a specialty of tl'rnatre 
work. Repoblicin. ~m. Blair Lodge, A. F. and A. M., ~ Malay Lodge, 
No. 13, K. P., Elli• Lod9"', No. 347, 1. 6. o. f. Office: 1s~·oearborn 
St. R•1ideoc•1 316 O&k~d Soul. 

INDUSTIUAl 00:CAOO, Vol I, p. 603-604 

G:tor~ O. G.rnaey, 117, 185 Dearborn etnett 1& an architect 
of lopg practice and ...-:d®d exp~rience. For ever thirty years he has 
&arril'd on an ext~11v@ bJsine&s fros Waine to Celifornia 1 designing 
and er•cting ~~ of the l'III01t noted buildings of this country, while 
hie uin office tuG rel?M!.incrd in Chicago for 111,oiny years. He h an 
CN1thu11a~Uc 1tud•nt of hii profes1ion and a draught,man and colorist 
of kru.>.n ability, which, coabined with I thoroughly practical 
MChanic&l education, has raised him to the front rank of his 
profe11ion. for teveral year, he trav~l~d and studied in Europe and 
the fir E11t with a view of becoming thoroughly conversant with th• 
uthoda u1.o in building and construction in other countries; 
h•nc• hi1 IBIMY practic~l writin91 on the NCh1nic1 and other 1cience1 
have been widoly quot@d and read. During his extend@d profes,ional 
ca.eor he has executed nUllllerous cof!.ffli55ion1 in an e&inontly ~1ti1f1ctory 
unn~r for uny of our l~ad1ng capitali5ts and builder,. He ha, .ade 
th@ oubjoct of city 1rchltecture a •p•cial study, and his conceptiona 
of th~ requi~nts of aodern churchu, P',lblic institution,, ap~r~nt 
hout@s, 1t.reG, and privat~ r~1idence1 are ~nerally NC09fliZtd as 
being aoet 1atisf1ctory for ell practical purpos•s. The following 
are &GIIIIII ef tiMi ill!lpOrtMt buildings oonat:ructed by NJ\. Garnuys N•w 
Alh~r• ~~ter, Chicago, C<Bet 1350,000; Illinois State Capitol, 
Springfi•l.d, 01ut se;,000,000; tha Easta.an building,, Olicago, cost 
li'OO,OOOJ Cl-it&ricn theat•r, Ch1c•91'), co,t SlOO,OOQ;_ St. JMN1 hot@l, 
0'11cago, ~•t $150,000; Gn.nd operahouse, Chicago co,t $200,000; 
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,C.t..GO BUITOR ICA..L IIOCIJ:TY 

Ogle County courthO\t••• cost $100,000. H~ is conducting a general 
buaineu, and h fully propand w1 th all neu-e.sary hcili tiu to 
executo or carry out eny architectural undertaking not only pr~tly, 
but with that inhlli9tmt appuh•n·Gion of duign which makes hh 
1ffort1 10 highly ~wreciatllt<l. ln 1885 Mr. Garnsey becue as&ociited 
w1 th the NI.TIOtfAL DU!LDER u i ti IH11 tor-in-ch hf, since which t1.»t-
h• has given to hi§ profession IMlny in1tructive and interesting 
articlu .tlich have appi>arftd in thh Journal. His work on roof truues, 
timMr frot!Jin9, practical carp,4>ntry, persp~ctive and foundatiorya, 
have h"4 a wide circul1tioo. H• is th~ outhor of the •~rican Glo11ary 
of Arehit~ctural Term.s,• lltlich until the issue of •Industrial Chicago: 
The Building lnhrutrs,• wu the only dictionary publhh1td in trih 
country .ad•pt@d to the use of tho Aa-erican architect and builder, 
the fifth •dition of which 11 now ~ing sold. 

• 
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Broadside, John 3roi·i:1 Fort, 

l:cDonald, February 12, 1913. 
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JOHN BROWN FORT. 
· Fifty Yean since Emancipation-A half Century of Freedom. 

Tb• Old 
l•ri 

Locat.!•11 

There are only a very few buildings in America 
which may be said to possess more historic interest 
than this building- now the possession of Storer Col­
lege. In it really beg-an 'the Civil War. Here was 
lighted the torch of liberty for all America. From an 
ordinary engine house it has been transformed into a 

new Cra<lle of Liberty. Harpers Ferry is known the 
world wide because of what was done here. 

It stands east of the new Lincoln Hall at the end 
of the brick walk. The Fort is as exact a reproduc­
tion of the old fort a:; was possible to make. It stands 
true to the cardinal points as it did when first built, 
Bein~ accessible to the public it attracts annually to 
the campus of the institution hundreds of visitors. 
Thus it is serving to greatly increase the fame of 
Storer. People are becoming more and more inter• 
estl'd in our work, because they visit us and see us 
in operation. 

' 

. ~ 
It& '1111 

°"" 

Ad 

' 
... '• ~: 

•. 
The Fort ·is being- fitted up in most modern fuh-

ion for use as a mnseum. Could there be anything 
more fitting than that it should be so u~ed? · A new 
floor, glass cases for exhibition purposes, a gallery 
to increase space, an these thing; will make it ex­
ceedingly attractive. 

It is estimated that the co..t of 1W fitting it up 
will be about $1000. That amount we want to finblh 
r.wm1g. There is already pledged and in hand about 
1650. \Ve need the remaining amount ROW. Woot 
you join in furnishing the required amount? 

Think of it! In this building was born Freedom 
for what was then four million colored men and wo--

'fn.r 
o,,.,_ men, arid what is now practically ten million Ameri• 

tu.Jty can c1t1zens. For you this is the most hallowed 
wi.1oi. shrine in this country. You have the opportunity to 

1• join in its completion. What an opportunity! How 
illllt•• 

1 
. . . . . 

wou d you like to Join m 1t? Is there anyone to whom 
this appeal goes who does not want to? There ought 
not to be one. 

Send in ~·our contribution 'as soon as. possible, 
and have the proud memory of having had a share 
in preserving- this old building of increasing worth 
and more sacred memory, for generations yet to come. 

Sincerely yours, 

' Lincoln's Birthday, 

F'eb. 12, 1913. 

H:irNRY T. McDoNAI.D. 

_\".,~ ,.,. 

-



!lo. 3 
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Thi.i old building was a fire. eng'ine 
hou.se. It is the only one of those composing 
the building-a of the U. S. Armory, Arsenal 
and Hall's Rifle W oV<s, which has sur-
vived. · 

It l!ltood down town on the street level, 
b-e'nfith the marker erected by the ialtl­
more & Ohio Railroad. Into it John Brown 

· end hhi &trrviving men retreated Monday, 
0-etober 17, 1859, and from it he and his 
~urdving men were ta,kcn Tuesday, Octo­
ber 18, by a company of lJ. S. Marines, 
sent here from \Vashington, under the 
command of Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee. after­
ward the leader of the Confederate armiP:--. 
Hencefor~h it was CQJled John Bi own 's 
ForL 

It stood on its ori;dnal site until 1892-3, 
when it ·wa~ remc•\·ed with great can, to 
Chicago and there in connection with L:h­
bev Prison-a museum of \var relics, wh:c~ 
fo;me~!::: stood in Richmond, Va., it was re­
erected and placed on exhibition. The 
venture \vas a financial failure. 

In 1895 Miss Kate Field, the lecturer. 
traveler and writer, together with a con­
siderable number of friends, brought the 
Fort back and it was erected on the Mur­
phy farm about two miles up the Shenan­
doah River, from Harpers Ferry. 

From the Vallev Pike an avenue was 
surveved to the Fo~t and building lots were 
staked off. No one built and again the ven­
ture \.Vas a financial failure. 

Through the aid of friends in 1909-the 
fiftieth anniversary of the so-called John 

Brown Raid-the building was purch·ased, 
brought to this campl.UJ and erected. Here 
it will remain. 

This buildin'g has in it all the oh.l:abable 
materials of the old Fort. The interior fur­
nishings are not original; the window 
fralnes, save in a few instances are not 
original. The original building was paint­
ed gray. The outer courses of bricks were 
not carefully separated, \.vhen the Fort was 
built here, hence its mott:ed appe·-1.rance. 

But in all things essential, this is the 
original Furt. 

One l\1 arine. Luke Quinn, was killed in 
the i:apturl'. He lies buried in the local 
RL•m:rn CathnliC' Cemetery. Another wa:-
woundPd. I 

[lci•·:t:)." ·:,,, r:i:d .J,,hr. Brown was !.'<P­

vrrt ;y \\ ,1,Jr.,lttd 

A'.i :h1 -..p • .. ::(l\\"1•r~ 1~ .l• 1hn 'Kro·~·ri v.·.-:rt• 
kil!t,d in· :1• •·,;:,: .l •hJl Henr f-. ,,.·., :\a:·.,,, 
.Dw:gh: :-s'.,--.,·:d. ;..;•"'v.ar· Tai.ylor., Watson 
Br<rn·n, l.,•w:s Sh,•r,dar: JLe-airy Dauphin 
Os~Plld Thomp~":c, \\illi:i.a.m Thompson· 
\\:illrnm H. Lt't•man, Jt':"r::.,.'. •, ,~·, 
Anderson. Dang-t>rfit''.ri -.:.,w,., 
Brown. Two iwn:i "f Jnhr, }> ,, r. ~ 
the list. 

CAPTAJ:---: JOH~ BROW:'\ 
AND HARPERS FERRY 

Illustrated 
By Boyd B. Stutler 
On Sale in the Offices 

Anthony !v1emorial Hall 
35- Cent!'. ,- . 
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ADDENDA 

/ A continuation of research by Historian Fairbairn since compilation 

of orieinal report has resulted in addition of the following 

material to our fileso This material serves to strengthen rather 

than altering the writer's conclusionso/ 

3/22/62 CJF 



BALTH10RE AND OHIO RAILROAD COl-J'ANY 
Harpers Ferry June 27th 1895 

Miss Kate Field 

Dear Hiss 

According to promise I write you this P. M. to give you Mr. Spencer's 
answer on the subject of a site for the old Fort. He says he will 
make no answer until you select the site you desire, if any will suit 
you. If you come here, we will drive up there and also to the Green 
Mountain House. Hr. Green wrote you today on the subject, and will 
give the land and also an acre for yourself. The view from either 
place is magnificent and by looking at this place ·may stir up the 
owners of Bolivar Heights and force them to terms. 

Yours truly 

E. B. Chambers. 



My dear Gil: 

PREF:ERRED ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO 
256 &257 Broadway N. Y. 

Col. O. Jun 28, 1895 

I am just in receipt of your letter covering the one from Miss Kate 
Fields. I regret that there is so much indefineness as to her where­
abouts early in July. Now for my reasons: I have read two very in­
teresting articles from her pen about 11 John Brown". As a neW13pp.p-er 
correspondent I accompanied the Marines to Harpers Ferry. Stood be­
hind one of the pillars to which hung the iron gates of the Armory. 
Robert E. Lee, Lieut. Col u. So A. stood behing the other. I with­
stood the assault and the surrender. I had presented a letter of in­
troduction and commendation to Gen. Lee. When the old soldier was 
brought out and laid on the sward Col Lee passed me in. I was the first 
citizen to speak to him. When the mob would have killed him he was 
carried into the rear room of the paymaster's office. When he regained 
conciousness I heard his first words to the Major of the assaulting 
party. I kneeled at his side and it was to me he confessed who he was. 
I sent the first telegram over the wires 11It is John Brown of Kansas11 

I was present at the interview between Gov. Wise and Brown and between 
Brown and Senator Mason and Clement L. Vallandingham. I accompanied 
to Charlestown, was greatly prejudiced against him, visited him daily. 
Reported his preliminary examination- also his trial in the Criminal 
Court- witnessed all the scene with the eye of a young and ardent news­
paper man. Visited him daily after his conviction and sentence and by 
special permission accompanied him to the scaffold. (Don't understand 
that I rode with him. I walked on the pavement to the right of the 
furniture wagon in which he and the officers went to the field of exe­
cution) With my eye I photographed the scene, and tho' prejudices of 
the hour prevented the description, I made daily notes of my talks and 
have written them out in a lecture. 

I enclose you some Press notices and also a slip containing a letter of 
Foraker/?/ and Lieut. Gov. Bob Kennedy. I have not made any effort to 
press this lecture. Did not prepare it until a few years ago, when I 
thought that the time had come when 1101d John Brown" could look the world 
squarely in the face. 

If I knew when lliss Fields was at Deer Park I would go on, take the Lecture 
with me and read it to her. It is much underlined and difficult to read. 

Gath had several talks with me while he was writing his novel, and I 
gave him much interesting data. But as ¥.Liss Fields says, 11 the devil gets 
into the dice 11 , and there I s an end of hope. I am sorry her health has 
been impaired- hope she will be thoroughly built up and wish that good 
things may come to her. I will look for you next week. 

Yours truly, S. K. Donavin 



GREEN.1 S MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
G. W. Green Proprietor 
Locatedon Fruit Hill Farm 
Blue Ridge Jl1iountain 
East Side Shenandoah River 
20 minutes from Harpers Ferry 

Harpers Ferry W. Va. June 28 1895 

Miss Kate Fields: 

Through the kindness of }Jr. Edward Chambers .Agent B&O RR I rite you 
in reference to John Bro1m's Fort as i understand you wish a site 
to erect the same. iVJ.y place is in fmll view of Camp Hill Bolivar 
Charlestown and surrounding country and 20 minutes drive from Harpers 
Ferry. i understand from J.l,Jr. Cha.i!l.bers you will stop in Harpers Ferry 
Monday and wish you to look at my place before you make permanent 
arrangements. 

Very respectfully 
Go W. Green 



Dear lvJiss Field: 

227 Wilmot Ave 
Chicago July 1, 195 

On reading your letter in the 11 Times Herald11 I wrote 1-.ir. Garnsey, asking 
what if anything had been done towards the organization of an association 
for the purpose of raismng the necessary funds for the removal and erect­
ion of the 11 John Brown Fort 11 on its native soil. He requested me to call 
on him in reference to the matter. In the meantime I thought it a.t!lvisable 
to communicate with the people of rlarpers Ferry and ascertain how they 
felt on the subject and whether a site could be procured on the Bolivar 
Heights- or if not there in some other suitable place in Harpers Ferry-
to the following effect: 

lVIr.. John Co Phillips 

Dear Sir: Your communication received in reference to procuring a sigh_i 
for the John Brown Fort. In reply will say that I have made arrange­
ments for a site for the Fort on Bolivar Heights. Y.ir. Nole Brackett 
will give the ground and you can make your arrangements accordingly. 

Respectfully, 

Thos W. Beal l>~ayor 

On receipt of the letter from the Mayor of Harpers Ferry I called on 
Mr. Garnsey and told him that Miss Field had obtained a promise fvmm 
the management of the B&O RR to transport the material of the Fort 
from Chicago to tlarpers Ferry free. I said to him that these were two 
important steps towards the realization of your important suggestion. 
I said that the next important step would be to secure a donation of 
the material of the Fort from its present owner. 

lvJ:r. Garnsey agreed with me and added that he had no doubt but that lYir. 
Hutchings /stet/ the present owner would cheerfully donate the Fort 
and perhaps give something toward the expense of its erection. Vir. 
Garnsey was to see lYir. Hutchings and we are to meet again. 

¥Jr. Garnsey and myself are of the opinion that there is dominant pat­
riotism enough in the city of Chicggo, if roused, to contribute sufficient 
funds to erect the John Brown Fort at Harpers Ferry as a nucleus of a 
grand monument to be erected to the memory of a man whose courage was 
equal to his convictions, and whose convietions were correct in the 
sight of God and man. 

Very respectfully 
John S. Phillips 



Harpers Ferry July 4 '95 

Miss Kate Field 

Your very great favor was duly received and since then much enjoyed. 
I have now the pleasure of saying that Mr., Brackett has returned and 
I risk nothing in saying that if you have not irrevocably fallen in 
love with 11 Fort Sullivan11 you can have the two acres or even three 
for the home of 11 John Brown's Fort11 • If you have we must submit to 
the inevitable. 

I need hardly assure you that I was glad to meet you and that the sight 
of you brought to mind long past faces and memories of other days., I 
should have been pleased to introduce you to my wife and two daughters 
had there been opportunity but the time of your stay was so limited 
and you kept me so on the move while here that there seemed to be no 
fitting place for such a meeting. 

May we not hope that after you have taken 11Fort Sulli van11 or compelled 
the surrender of Bolivar Heights we may see you again and find time 
and place to introduce you to our friends? 

You have the hearty thanks of myself and family for the numbers of 
your reviews sent to me. We shall enjoy them very much and shall think 
of you often as we read the very pointed and telling criticisms con­
tained thereino 

Hoping to see you again soon and hear from you often I remain very truly 

Your friend etc 

Daniel l\mes 



Miss Kate Field 
Washington D. c. 

Dear 11,faaam: 

Chicago Illinois July 4, 1895 

In your communication to the Chicago Times-Herald some days ago you 
expressed the wish that the 4th of July 1895 might dawn on "John 
Brown's Fort" rebuilt on Bolivar Heights in Harpers Ferry. While 
in the course of human events we have not been able to shape matters 
in such a manner to meet your earnest wishes in that direction, I 
believe that I can assure you of the commencement of a movement 
which will finally carry out your wishes. 

I have fiaally today had a long consultation with Col. Phillips who 
commanded the battery on Bolivar Heights and who was the hero of one 
of the most startling episodes of the late war. He has offered to 
call upon the leading merchants and bankers of Chicago to solicit 
funds necessary to transport the material of the John Brown Fort and 
reerect it within the grounds of the Storer College, if you think 
this is the proper site. I have also had an interview with Mr. Charles 
L. Hutchinson, President of the Corn Exchange Bank, of this city, and 
who has control of the Fort in the interest of his mother, Mrs. B. P. 
Hutchinson. He assures me that Mrs. Hutchinson will be very much 
pleased to present the Fort to Harpers Ferry with the understanding 
that it shall be erected and maintained in the proper manner as one 
of the monuments of John Brown's career. 

I am also informed by Iv1r. Hutchinson that he has caused a telegram 
to be sent to you, through the editor of the Chicago Times-Herald, 
expressing his willingness that the building should be removed. 

So far as I am concerned, I will gladly superintend the construction 
of the building gratis and on the understanding that you have arranged 
with the Baltimore and Ohio R.R. to transport the material free of 
cost. We have before us the simple problem to raise sufficient funds 
to remove it from its present position in Chicago to the cars and 
from the cars to the proposed site in Harpers Ferry and to rebuild it. 
Having superintended its demolition and removal to Chicago, I believe 
that the entire cost will not exceed $1500. 

Colonel Phillips will move with me in the direction of obtaining the 
funds here among our patriotic and liberty-lolling citizens, but I have 
to suggest that perhaps you may be able, through certain influences 
which I need not mention, to assist us in that direction. We have now 
but a short space to cover towards the cormnunication of all our wishes, 
hence it would seem that by working together with the one object in 
view we may be able very shortly to raise the funds necessary for the 
work. 



If you thought it advisable, your influence with the Press throughout 
the country, especially in the Chicago Press, could be used to very 
great advantage. 

Awaiting your reply and any suggestions on the subject you have to make, 
I remain 

Yours very truly 

Geo. o. Garnsey 
Archt. 



July 5, 1895 

Dear Nr. Spencer: 

I was sorry not to see you yesterday as I wanted to settle the John 
Brown Fort site. I have several fine view offered with all the land 
I wanted, but I prefer Fort Sullivan. 

A telegram from Chicago says "Secure the site and the Fort is yours 11 • 

What I want therefore at once, as I leave town for Chicago as quickly 
as possible, is a deed giving me as trustee all that land within the 
boundaries following the line of fence west of Fort Sullivan running 
south th the Canal and from the line of fence west running East between 
Fort Sullivan and hence to ravine along country road. If you will 
write me a letter of assent I'll have the land surveyed and have a 
proper deed drawn up in which the land you donated becomes a people's 
Park forever and will never be used for any other purpose. Your gen­
erous action will be appreciated and recognized. Please reply by 
return mail and oblige 

Yours truly, 

/Kate Fields/ 

Is your title clear? 



Harpers Ferry W. Va., July 5, 1895 

Dear }Ii.ss Field: 

Your letter received yesterday. Let me thank you Xfilt in the name of 
the school for the volume of Washington and the copies of your article 
on Frederick Douglas. 

We are glad John Brown's Fort is to be brought back near us out are 
naturally sorry it should go to another state. 

Mr. Brackett has returned and regret that you did not meet him. Mean­
while he had conferred with the Board of Trustees and could have se­
cured the two acres. 

We shall hope to see you again at the Swnmit House. 

Very sincerely 

Lura B. Lightener 



Chicago Ill Sunday July 7 

My dear Miss Field: 

Your kind letter just received and in reply would say that I did not 
know anything of Captain Phillips' letter to the mayor of Harpers Ferry. 
I suppose he acted on his own convictions, not knowing what move you 
had made. }.iY own idea of the site agrees with yours. I had felt all 
lci!,long that Capt Phillips I location might be too far out of town, but 
your ideas of using the College grounds meet my ideas more fully, as 
it would serve the double purpose of giving a boom to the College and 
at the same time serve to have a good custodian for the Fort. 

Your last proposition of a public park at Fort Sullivan is probably 
a happy solution all around. How this will strike Captain P. I know 
not. He seems anxious to perpetuate the history of the Heights and 
to that end would do a good deal towards raising the $1500 necessary 
to remove and rebuild the Fort. He and I could probably raise the 
$1500 amongst the Bankers and ~erchants of Chicago in a week. But as 
you say, 11Too many cooks spoil the broth1.! Hence if you induce the 
Times Herald to open a subscription the money might be secured and you 
would thus be enabled. to place the building on any site you might select. 
I had tho 1t of starting my subscription at once but if as you think the 
money for removal can be raised thro 1 the Times- Herald and that paper 
get the credit of it it seems to TJJ1: mind the best thing to do, hence 
I will wait until I either see or hear from youo Please advise me one 
or two days before you arrive here and I will call on you. You need 
not give any wmight to the Parker letter written by me to H. Paul. I 
simply answered Parkers letter to me. I have always been in favor of 
moving the Fort to Harpers Ferry if it could be done, and in view of 
your present letter I see no reason why it cannot be accomplished. In 
any event you may rely on me to second your efforts in that direction in 
any way I possibly can. 

Yours very truly, 

Geo O. Garnsey 



MAIN OFFICE OF 
GEO O •. G .ARNSEY 
ARCHITECT. 
ROOMS 113, 116 and 117 NO. 185 DEARBORN ST .. 
ADAMS EXPRESS BUILDING 

J:,liss Kate Field 

Dear Madam: 

Chicago Ifulinois July 8 1895 

Before taking the Fort down, I had Bell of Washington go to Harpers 
Ferry and take photos of the building from the front end and side. 
In rebuilding it I want to use a proof of each. You probably can 
get them gratis. 

You ought to own the nagatives as the pictures are the very last taken 
before removalo Their future sale will be a source of considerable 
revenue. Please ascertain from Bell the date of taking the pictures 
so as to fix the date of removal which I have forgotten exactly .. My 
idea is to build IK into the walls a marble slab giving date of removal, 
rebuilding and a short history of the structure from first to last. 

Yrs etc 

Geo Oo Garnsey 
Archt. 

Tuesday 

Miss Field: I find in looking over my papers that I was mistaken in 
the number of cars necessary to carry the Fort but I was right in my 
statement that the freight was $860.00. The Fort was taken in Nov. 
1890 and opened in Chicago June 1st 1892. The names of the gentlemen 
who originally bo't the Fort are: 

D. D. Dudley 
L. T • ¥.dcheson 
Jos. Boyd 
J. H. C. Wilson, Sec. Senate 
A. J. Smith, Pres University of Va 
s. s. Rockwood, Ass 1t Sec of Agr. 
A. J. Holmes, Sergt Arms House 

Yrs etc 
Geo O. Garnsey 



A. Spencer and Co. 
Harpers Ferry W. Va. 

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Flour, Groceries, Bacon, Salt and Canal 
Supplies in General. Sole Agents Round Top Cement. Fire Arms a Specialty. 
Old ~Iaryland Whiskies a Specialty. 

July 9th 1895 

Dear ¥Jiss Fields: 

I take pleasure in answering your letter of Saturday last and thank you 
kindly for printed matter, which abounds in useful information. My 
farm is encumbered with a mortgage of $1000, which w:i.11 be paid as soon 
as my fruit is marketed. The deed in trust will be upon the following 
conditions, viz: build the John Brown Fort, Bridge to Island Park, to 
clean off and sod Fort Sullivan. 

To place 3 field pieces (cannon) on said Fort. To raise flag over same 
not less than four months in year. To erect observatory not less than 
fifty feet. To fire, or permit me to fire said cannon each and every 
4th of July. All buildings and improvements to be done within 18 months. 
No other buildings to be erected upon said ground during lifetime of 
myself and Mrs. Spencer unless by the written consent of both. I further 
reserve the sole control of all fruits upon said ground until such grounds 
are needed for convenience or beautifying same. The trustee and success­
ors will also be required to keep said buildings and grounds in good 
condition. Failure to comply with said conditions or any part of them, 
the deed will be null and void. 

Yours veey respectfully 
A. Spencer 
Trading as A. Spencer & Co. 

P. s. You can send surveyor at any time. People in Harpers Ferry and 
Bolivar are opening their eyes. Should you not take the site of my 
farm it will be the means of your getting much better terms of them by 
my offer. My impression is, they will make any terms you suggest. Please 
send me your paper and find check enclosed for one year. 



Wash July 10, •95 

A. Spencer 

When you promised the Fort/ Fort Sullivan/ you named no conditions but 
freedom from obstruction to your view. It is impossible to promise to 
build a bridge & observatory or do anything but put up the Fort itself 
within 18 months. I must raise $1500 for that purpose. Unless you 
donate the property unconditionally except for the non-obstruction 
clauses & the reservation of fruit I must decline with regret. My dis­
appointment is great as I had -written enthusiastically about you to 
Chicago. That the flag would be floated year round, cannon obtained and 
building and grounds kept in good condition goes without saying, but no 
promises would be made in a deed of trust. Please reply at once &c. 
No one will invest money in an enterprise the title to which can be for­
feited by the grantor at his will. It would be injurious to you to put 
such a condition in the deed. It would be an enduring invitation to 
your loyal successors to overthrow the trust though you were satisfied 
with trust during your life. 

/Kate Field./ 



A. Spencer & Sons 
Harpers Ferry West Va 

July 11th 1895 

Dear Miss Field: 

In reply to yours of yesterday I cannot consent to donate the Fort 
Sullivan site unconditionally to place the John Brown Fort upon. V..rs. 
s. joins me in firmly believing that you would do all you promise, but 
life is so uncertain and in the event of your demise the property might 
be neglected, leaving us without jurisdiction to :improve or keep intact. 
Building of an observatory, placing cannon upon, firing cannon on the 
4th of July, has long been contemplated for Fort Sullivan, allof which 
will be done when I moved to the farm. 

If you will accept a site near my Store a deed will be made any day you 
desire. Everyone going East or West will have a magnificent view from 
the B'O bridge or depot. No encumbrance on this property. I think the 
price asked for moving and reerecting the John Brown Fort is extravagant. 
If the B&O will have it free from Chicago, it ought to be hauled and 
loaded on cars for $60 (i.e.) if already torn down. I would be willing 
to haul it from cars here and rebuild it on ground near my store (fac 
simile) for $500.00 Our masons and carpenters are so familiar ·with it 
that it could be done with dispatch. Hoping your tour may restore you 
to health I am very truly 

Ao Spencer 



Dear Miss Field: 

Chicago·Illinois 
July 14, 1895 

Yours of the 12th July to hand and noted. Major Holmes late President 
of the John Brown Fort Co is an intimate friend of mine, and if as Bell 
says the nagatives belong to him, I can get them for you free of cost 
at any time. Please advise me when you arrive in the city, and I will 
call on you at the Vi&toria. 

Yours truly 
Geo. o. Garnsey 
Archt. 
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Baltimore Md. July 15th, 1895 

¥d.ss Kate Field, Hotel Shoreham, Washington D. C. 

I find we do not own any property on Maryland Heights. I will write 
Mr. Chambers and will ask him to give you such aid as he can in the 
prosecution of your enterprise. 

Chas O. Se:u.11 



THE OX PASTtTRE' 
Southampton, N. Y. 

July 18, 195 

Dear Miss Field: 

Yours of the 5th has just reached me here. I wrote to Col. Cannon more 
than two months ago about getting the cost of the tablet. I have not 
heard from him since. 

By the terms of the agreement with the subscribers the cost of the tab­
let must be paid and the remainder goes to you. Therefore I cannot meet 
your wisges until Col. Cannon lets me know how much of the money he will 
need. 

You speak of enclosing a list of the names as you wish them to appear 
(yours first of course) but you failed to send the list. I suggested 
to Col. Cannon this arrangement: 

KATE FIELD 

NAMES 
10 

I wish you would write to him at Burlington Vt. I am very anxious to 
close up the affair & will do my part as soon as I can know "where I 
am at11 I hcpe you may very speedily recover your health. 

Very truly yours 
s. Ho Wales 



BALTIJvlORE AL~D OHIO RAILROAD COMP Jufi. 
Passenger Department 

Baltimore July 22nd 1895 

John Brown's Fort at Harpers Ferry 

¥ti.ss Kate Field 
Co the Shoreham 
Washington D. c. 

My dear Miss Field: 

Upon my return to Baltimore Saturday I find the package of papers which 
you were good enough to s:aad me and for which I am very much obliged. 
I enclose herewith for your information copy of letter I have today 
written to Mr. E. B. Chambers, our Agent at Harpers Ferry, which speaks 
for itself. 

Yours truly 
Charles O. Scull 
Passenger Agent 

BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY 
Passenger Department 

Baltimore July 22nd, 1895 
Relocation 
R~ of John Brown's Fort at Harpers Ferry 
Mr. E. B. Chambers 
Agent, B&O R. R. 
Harpers Ferry W. Va. 

Dear Sir: 

I write to advise you that there will be no objection on the part of the 
B&O RR to your lending such assistance as your time and duties will permit 
to l'fdss l1..ate Field in the furtherance of her effort to secure the rest­
oration of John Brown's Fort to Harpers Ferry. 

Your truly 



STORER COLLEGE 
N. Brackett Pres 

Harpers Ferry W. Va. July 23, 1895 

:Miss Kate Field 

I have only time to say this morning that Storer College will give a 
site of two acres from the south end of the Smallwood Farm for the 
John Brown Fort (Bolivar Heights). A good deed will be given to you 
as trustee- proviaing of course that the land shall be held as a park 
perpetually. If you or your friends want a more formal certificate of 
possession, before I return send it to me or a copy of what you want, 
at Ocean Park 1,.aine and I will give you all the assurance necessary, 
that our part will be carried out in good faith. 

Yours in great haste 
N. C. Brackett 
Treas Storer Gollege 



BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD-COMPANY .. 

Harpers Ferry July 31, 1895 

IVdss Kate Field 

Dear Mrss: 

Yours of the 27th inst received. Was glad to hear you had arrived 
safely. I had not collected any money to date on the Fort account but 
have been talking it up and hope to do something soon. If we can raise 
about ~3000 more than we have any use for I would suggest that we put 
the Fort on the Hill east of the Hill Top House overlooking the Depot 
grounds. I think that amount would secure all the ground out to the 
street and over to Rail Road. I enclose you a letter from l".!I'. Murphy 
handed to me today also his bid for the removal of the Fort. I hardly 
think you could make any use of the old iron fence as it has no connect­
ion with the Fort. 

Yours truly 
E. B., Chambers 



Harpers Ferry 

Jv.iiss Kate Field 

Dear 1-'rl.ss: 

I hope you will explain to the Committee the advantage of my place. 
Being close to the Railroad Station on the Valley Road it is only a.short 
walk to my place- no bother with carriages, etc.- Then another advantage 
is that whenever you wish more ground for the park, etc., you aan get 
as much as you wish at a reasonable price. I am not one to extortion 
on strangers. If you will enquire around I think you will find that I 
have that name. Hoping you will decide to settle on my place 

I remain 
Yours respectfully 
Alex Murphy 



HOTEL CONNOR 
Shepherd Gatrell Prop 
Harpers Ferry W. Va. 

No. 1 

Courses distances and description of land of Alex I.vlurphy which may be 
purchased by IV'.d.ss Kate Field as Trustee for location of the 11 John Brown 
Fort 11 and Park: 

/same as in Murphy-Field Deed, See Appendix A, No. 10/ 



Dear 1..fiss Field: 

JOHN G. SHORTALL:, 
Chicago 

Aug 5, '95 
1600 Prairie Ave 

I am just home from Japan and have the husbanded demands of 5 months 
on my tableJ Perhaps you know what that means. 

But replying to your meaning what you say: 11 Any sum will be gratefully 
received11 , I send you the enclosed- and send my prayers for your success 
elsewhere. 

I was in Honolulu with President and Mrs. Dole and Dr. Frank Day (of 
Chicago) and other friends in April. We should annex Hawaii, I believe .. 
I am glad you are going there. 

The Chicago Evening Post man listened to my talk of Japan for an hour 
this morning. I do not know what he 111 do with it alL I told him he 
ought not to print it until tomorrow- for literary perfectionts sakeJ 
Will see you before you leave. Yrs cordially 

John G .. Shortall 



CYRUS H. McCORMICK 
Wabash and Congress 

Miss ri...ate Field 
Hotel Victoria 
City 

Chicago Illinois 
Aug 5, 1895 

Dear MadaJn: Enclosed herewith I transmit check of Estate of C. H,. 
McCormick for $50.00, drawn to your order as trustee of the John 
Brown Memorial Fund. 

H. O. Edwards 
Secretary 



JOHN WAJ.'y"Afv;:AKER 
Chestnut Market and Thirteenth Sts 

Miss Kate Field 
Chicago Times-Herald 
Chicago 

Dear Madam: 

Philadelphia August 6, 1895 

Your favor of the 3rd instant, requesting the interest of Mr. John 
Wanµamaker in the project to purchase and remove John Brown's Fort 
from Chicago to Harpers Ferry is at hand. It is impossible to secure 
Mr. Wanamaker's consideration for this question as he is in Europe 
and will not return for some time to come. 

Yours very truly 
J·ohn Wanamaker 



A. SPENCER A.L"\JD CO 
Harpers Ferry W. Va. 

Dear Jf.dss Field 

Aug 6, 1895 

Enclosed please find check for 1.70 as a contribution toward returning 
the John Brown Fort. I hope you will be successful in raising the 
desired amount 

With best wishes I am very truly 

A. Spencer & Co. 



KATE FIELD'S WASHINGTON 
39 Corcoran Building 
Washington D. C. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE JOHN BROWN FORT FUND 

Charles L .. Hutchinson has donated the Fort. 

Storer College has given a site on Bolivar Heights, Harpers Ferry. 

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad will give transportation .. 

$1500 needed for removal and reconstruction. 

Subscribers: 

H.. H. Kohlsaat Paid 100.00 
Edward B. Butler II 50.00 
I. G. I.won II 50 .. 00 
A.G. Pettibone II 25.00 
Portus B. Weare II 10.00 
A. McNally II 25.00 
Martin Ao Ryerson 11 50.00 
A. Spencer ti 11.70 
Wm. G. Baker II 5.00 
D .. H111 Burnhouse II 25,.00 
c. L. Hutchinson II 100.00 
c. F. Gunther II 20.00 



Victoria Hotel 
James w. Ellsworth 
R. c. Lowery 
Charles S. Harmon 
Cyrus H. McCormick 
Mandel Brothers 
John G. Shortall 
Rob Lindblom 
Chas Connschurn /?/ 
Wm. D. Kerfd3ot 
0. Smith 
A., N. Waterman 
Cash 
¥.d.chael Cadahy 
Franklin H. Head 
Franklin McVeigh 
Geo. R. Davis 
vhno McKinley (Chio) 
Afro-American (August 7) 
E. Lawrence 1895 Pd Aug 8 
T. J. Lupton 
A. H .. Revell 
Chas W. Raymond 
Cash (Co D.) 
Seipp & Co. 
Rosewell Do Flower (N. Y. ) 
Yd.lwaukee 
Geo. B .. Swift 
C. M. Fouke (Washington) 
Chas Allis (JV.dlwaukee) 
John F. Potter 
D., E. Wood 

Kate Fields Washington 
Salt Lake City Nov 5 
H. M. Ryan 
P. H. Lannon 
John E. Dooly 
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25.00 
25.00 
j.oo 
5.00 

50.00 
5.00 

10.00 

25.00 
5.00 
2.00 
5,.00 
5.00 

10.00 
5.00 

25.00 
25.00 
1.00 

39.35 
5.00 

10.00 
10.,00 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 
50.00 
1.00 
5.00 

10.00 
10 .. 00 

5.00 
2.50 
1.00 
5.00 
5.,00 

25.00 
10 .. 00 
10.00 



T ... J. , LEFERS -· AN.D .... W,r .c. SEIPP 
Teutonic Building 
172 Washington Street 

Chicago August 8, 1895 

Vrl.ss Kate Field, Victoria Hotel, Cipy 

According to promise I mentioned the John Brown Fort matter to various 
of my friends today and as a result enclose herewith my check for $75 
which please credit on your list as follows: 

C. Seipp Brewing Co. 
u. S. Brewing Co 
Wacher & Brink Vlfg Co 
Otto c. Bertz 

$25 .. 00 
25.00 
20 .. 00 
5.00 

In order to furnish the gentlemen who agreed to donate the amounts with 
vouchers for their respective officers I have to trouble you with signing 
the enclosed receipts which please return and I will see to their redis­
tribution. Wishing you success in this as in all your other undertakings 

Very Bespectfully yours, 

T. J. Lefers 



JY'ri.ss Kate Field 
Care of Victoria Hotel 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear JY'dss Field: 

Copy -sent to--Charles L. Hutchinson 
C/ o Corn Exchange Bank 
Chicago, Illinois 

In reply to the enclosed letter from you dated July 26, 1895, permit 
me to say that while I cannot contribute as much as I would like toward 
the proposition of restoring the old John Brown Fort at Harpers Ferry 
I will do something toward it next week, and will also send a series of 
letters to a number of my strong Republican friends, and ask every one 
of them to send me from $5 to $50 each and will try to raise you quite 
a purseo 

Please write to me by return mail a letter addressed To Whom It May 
Concern; and authorize me to receive and forward to you funds to preserve 
the old John Bro1,m Fort., and I will go to work at once and help you all 
I can and with the greatest of pleasure. 

It is one of the keenest sorrows of my life that I am not in financial 
shape to do what I was once able to do, but without explanation, I am 
sorry to say that I cannot do as I would like to do,. If I could follow 
my own inclination, I would authorize you to draw at sight on me for 
any portion of the $1500 which you might lack and have the object secured 
at once., 

As I shall ke,p your letter (which I enclose you herewith) among my John 
Brown Histories, I will ask you to do me the favor to insert my name 
and address at the close of your letter so that it may carry its own 
history. 

To me the grandest two men which the United States has yet produced 
are Abraham Lincoln and John Brown. I say this with due reverence and 
loving information for the memory of all other good courageous and 
spotless American heroes. 

In 1887 I had some short negotiations with Salem H. Wales of New York 
City, with whom I formed a slight acquaintance through the honorable 
o. P.Cbisholm of Elgin, Illinois and who is now a prominent candidate 
for Governor of Mantana, and whose home is at Bozemann. I shall write 
to my friend Chisholm today and ask him to contribute at least $25.00 
towards your John Brown enterprise, and I am almost certain he will 
respond cheerfully. 



As you did not tell me definitely where to address.you I have sent a 
second copy of this letter to Mr. Charles L. Hutchinson~ but.trust of 
course that the original letter will reach you at the Victoria Hotel, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Assuring you that I will do most cheerfully all in my power, and awaiting 
your further reply, I remain 

Very truly yours 
John E. Burton 

P. s. The enclosed clipping will give you some idea of my library, of 
which I feel very proud. 

In case you would like any reference in regard to myself, be pleased to 
write at once to Frank G. Bigelow, President of the First National Bank, 
:tv'.dlwaukee, Wisconsin. This will be sufficient for your purpose. 

I think best to enclose you a copy of the letter which I have this day­
mailed to my old friend, Mr. Chisholm, at Bozeman Montana, and ask you 
if this letter meets with your approval? The special reason why I ask 
you this is, you will notice that I have agreed to send him your receipt 
for whatever amount he contributes and as I am going to write a similar 
letter to about forty-five or fifty friends and promise them all the 
same thing in regard to your personal receipt which they will all keep as 
a memento, I therefore desire your approval in writing before I send any 
more letters. J.E.B. 



Miss Kate Field 
My dear Friend-

ALEXAJilDER H. REVELL 
6hicago 

Please find enclosed check for 10.00. Wish I could have made it a 
hundred. The object is a very worthy one and you have my heart~ihlt 
sympathy in the movement. 

Yours truly 
Alexander H. Revell 



Miss Kate Field 

Admiring your energy and congratulating you upon being as I think 
a typical newswoman upon whom the world in the future will largely 
lean for her good words as well as works I very gladly return check 
as requested to order M. Hutchinson Trustee and with 

Chicago 
Aug 9, '95 

Regards, I have the honor to remain 
F .. G. Logan 



My dear 1'1dss Field: 

16 Fullerton Ave 
Chicago Aug 9, 1895 

Any object that interests you interests me- especially Miss Field 
herself- and I trust you have much self-interest that will not be 
disproportionate. 

As I am struggling to pay M. Burnham for a house I can enclose a 
check for only $25 which please credit to 11Cash11 and not to 

Yours sincerely 
Charles Deering 



Chicago, Aug 11th, 1895 

Miss Kate Field 
C. Corn Exchange Bank 

Dear Lady: 

I beg to present myself to your notice. 

I should be glad to accept the task of removing 11 John Brown's Fort11 

from Chicago to its destination in Virginia near Harpers Ferry for 
the sum you have already ~I subscribed. A list of which is 
enclosed, if the railroads will furnish the transportation. 

If I lose by the venture I will enter it as a profit to my convictions 
as I consider it a labor of which any man may be justly proud. 

If I am allowed to perform the task of its removal I will go into the 
matter of its preservation most carefully. Trusting to a favorable 
reception for this letter I remain 

Yours truly 

C,. T" Cummins 
335 Wells Street 1st Flat 



Miss Kate Field 
Chicago Times-Herald 
Chicago Illinois 

Dear Vriss Field: 

BUTLER BROTHERS 

New York Aug 12, 1895 

Your letter of the 8th instant has been forwarded to me here, and shall 
take pleasure in sending you my check through our Chicago House at the 
earliest possible moment. Wishing you the fullest success in accomplishing 
the work in hand, I beg to remain 

Yours very truly 

Edward B. Butler 



Mrs. Kate Field 

Madam: 

719 West Ohio st. 
Chicago Aug 13, 195 

I think I knew more of Old John Brown than you do, as I was at Harpers 
Ferry when he made his murderous Raid on the town. Of course I cannot 
accuse you of being so old as that would make you. 

You simply don 1t know anything about the man, or you would not talk of 
him being a Martyr. He was revengefull and would resort to any means 
to carry out his measures. The very first man he murdered there was a colored 
man and just as nice a man as was in the town of his Race. John Brown 
was insane on Negro Slavery, as some people are today. 

You called the man that murdered Garfield an assassin. So was Old John 
Brown. 

Respectfully 

J.C .. Matthews 



BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY 
Passenger Department 

Baltimore Aug 16, 1895 

l\11"..i.ss Kate Field 
Care 11Times-Herald 11 

Chicago Illinois 

Dear Miss Field: 

Upon my return from New York today I find your note of Aug 11th and 14th. 
I have just telegraphed you that I would furnish the described transportation 
with pleasure, and if you will have the enclosed letter handed to ~Ir. H. 
w. McKeevin, our ticket agent at 193 S., Clark Street, Chicago, he will 
furnish you or your representative with five tickets from Chicago to 
Harpers Ferry for use of ¥Jr. T. c .. Cummins, wife and three workmen. I 
am very glad to be able to be of this further service to the cause. 

I am unable to make the suggested appeal to our President as he is in 
Europe and I do not know when he will return. I will try to secure the 
republication of the article appearing in the Chicago Chronicle of Aug Uthe 

Yours truly 
Chas o. Scull 
G. P., A. 

I hope you will find Hawaii a panacea for your ills. 



THE WASHINGTON POST 

Washington D. c. Aug 16, 1895 

Miss Kate Field 
Chicago Illinois 

Dear Miss Field: 

I beg to acknowledge your note of the 11th instant relative to the 
removal of the "John Brown Fort" and I shall reproduce your article 
from the 11 Inter-Ocean11 as requested. 

To be a little slangy, you are "dead right!'- the old Fort should never have 
been dragged away from Harpers Ferry. When the .Arsenal was destroyed 
the old Fort was about all there was of historic value in that locality, 
and to cart it away over the country was a bit of vandalism that we all 
ought to denounce. 

I have given this matter but little attention except when they first 
sought to remove it, I was asked to take stock in the enterprise and 
at that time gave those fellows a piece of my mind. 

We will help you all we can in the direction you indicate, and the 11 Post 11 

will not be a 11dead-head11 in your enterprise. 

Mrs. ifilkrhns is at Narragansett Pier with the boys. I am down here 
working my legs off sitting still, trying to keep cool. 

I hope the Lord has prospered you, and that success will crown all your 
undertakings. It did me good to hear from you. 

Believe me, 

Sincerely yours 

Beriah Wilkins 



SOUND.MONEY-AND COMMON-SENSE 

Office .. of J olu:L .E.."'Bu.rton 

Hilwaukee, Wisconsin 

Miss Kate Field 
Care of Victoria Hotel 
Chicago Illinois 

Dear ¥.iiss Field: 

AUgust 20, 1895 

Enclosed I halld you 6.00 to apply on the John Brown Fort Funds. Please 
send me two receipts, one made out to the Hono Joseph v. Quarles of 
Milwaukee Wisconsin for $5.00 and the other made out to Miss M. L. 
Storer of Ydlwaukee for $1.00. 

I find that my letters in fully½ of the cases so far heard from have 
been received while my friends were awa;y on their summer vacations, 
and it will therefore be two weeks before I get return from the rest 
of them. 

I address this letter to the Victoria Hotel because your last letter 
indicates that you cannot leave until Kednesday evening. I shall send 
all future letters containing money as you have directed me, to the 
Corn Exchange Bank. 

You have undoubtedly received the package by J\m.erican 1£:x:press containing 
the 200 blank receipts, and I hope you will sign all of them before 
leaving, because I can see that the contributions are going to be smaller 
than I expected on account of the very hard times. 

Very truly yours 

John E. Burton 



BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAitRO.AD COMP-ANY., ... 

Harpers Ferry, Nov 4, 1895 

Miss Kate Field 

Yours of the 27th ulto received and in reply would state that construction 
of the Fort is getting along very slow; to this date the contractor has 
only finished the f oundationo All the material from Chicago is on the 
ground also 8000 new brick that he purchased in Charlestown. Mr. Cummins 
takes very little interest in the work which is being delayed on the 
account of it and I fear you have made a bad llllB contract by paying 
$300 when the Fort was loaded in Chicago and $JOO more when the cellar 
and foundation is completedo This leaves very little to complete the 
job and his hands are dissatisfied with his management. You should 
know beyond a doubt that all bills for labor and materials are settled 
before settling with Mr. Cummins otherwise there will be mechanics Leins 
on the property. I have no money on hand as parties who subscribed 
would not pay because it was placed on Bolivar Heights instead of the 
old site at Harpers Ferry. 

Yours truly 
E., B. Chambers. 



Kate Field 

Dear liiiss 

Harpers Ferry W. Va. 
Nov 4, 1895 

We the undersigned are the ¥.tasons of the job or erecting John Brown's 
Fort. Our First Payment is Due. Well our opinion is that the John 
Brown's Fort was build out here to Cheat the Poor Working Man. Every 
one in the town knows that the business won't pay no one. 

If we don't get our money this week we will put a mechanics lean on 
the building. We are out here 5 weeks now and owe 5 weeks Board and 
our Families in Chicago are in need of Money. If you send the money 
to Iv.ir. Chambers he will pay for he is our friend if not the Building 
will never be finished. Iv.Ir. Cu.1mnins does not attend to business and 
he does not furnish the stuff for us to put up the building. When we 
want to see him he is always fishing and drunk all the time. We are 
having some Bad Weather. Now if you people do not hurry and get the 
stuff here the job will not be finished until next spring. 

Yours truely 
Geo. Stuckwain 
S., Stuckwain 
M. Neeser 
Harpers Ferry W. Va. 



l\ifiss Kate Field 

Harpers Ferry W. Va. 
Nov 4, 1895 

We would like to know who is the Paymaster. We are the Masons and our 
money is due. Mr. Cu:rmnins took us out here 6 weeks a.go from Chicago 
and he said that we could go to work as soon as we got here. Now our 
first payment is due and we can't get the money. 

We inquired at Charlestown about it., We could not find no deeds or 
teller for the land or nothing. We think that this business is all 
framed to swineel the Poor Working. Mr. Cummins wanted to build the 
Fort on top of the ground & Mr. Chambers made him go down 8 feet and 
when the4colored men got through with the job of excavating it for $35 
Mr. Cummins wanted to cheat them of it they worked 4 weeks at it. 

How is it Mr. Cummins said that he got his money at the Corn Exchange 
Bank? We went down there and received an answer that he did not have 
any money there. If the business is not settled this week we will get 
an injunction on the building and sell it. 

Yours truely 
G. Stuckwain 
s. Stuckwain 
M. Wees13r 



WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

227 Ch S XX 11 paid 3 p.m. 
Chicago Nov l2, 1895 
Kate Field Occidental Hotel San Fra.nsiseo California 

:Back from Harpers Ferry discharged Cummins adjusted complications 
Work now progressing rapidly. 

McCabe 



1 nr: /VIAi\ 111\!:lOUI\\J JVUKNAL ,- t.·• _,, f 

THE l'. ~ .. \IL\IOHY at l!;1rpcrs !"(Try is 
pictured in !Bti:> \\ ith lilt'. 1':ngitH' Hous1· 

, Liter· kn,iwn a~ lh<' .John Brown Fort J on 
the ldt. 

John Bro·:,.,,,i F,,rt Rest<)ration 
IIAHl'El{S FE!{HY tJqp of 

,\11cPrica 's mos! famous historic 
~,rul'tures, the John Bruw:1 Fort at 
!ht• llarpPrs Ferr> :--.:ational 
ll1st<>rical !'ark, will undt'rgo n1;1jor 
rl'storation work for the first tirn•' 
,-.inn• 1t was lJ11ilt in ,B-IB. 

0upennt,•1:Jent l\l.irtin t 'orrn ay 
said thP \\'ork, al a cost of $:W,IJUO, is 
PXpC'ctt'd to start in about two w<·<'ks 
undt>r tlw direction of I\ PS architects. 
\ThP building was t>rrginally cnn­
strul'ted for $1,:i-lU!. 

!{Pstora: 1011 work is PX{wt·led to 
takP thn·c months at which ,inH' ii 
will he op1•1:pd to th" pul>lil' for thl' 
first timl' s1nl'C' th<' !':irk S,·rviee 
acquirPd the Fort in 1%0 

Tht' E11;!,in<' and Guard l!ow,c 
t, .. camt• nationallv knrrnn a~. llw John 
Brown Fort in cietolwr. rn:,\l wh1•'.1 
abolit1,rnist .John Brown ;i1o1! his 
rai1krs .1tl,H k('d till' f'l'dcral .\rinorv 

;1I l lar1H·rs Fl'IT,:, tu obtai:1 w<'apons 
for ;1 '.,Ian• n·volt Tlll' building, 
or11:111all:- s1tuatPd at tlw ,•11tra:ic1· of 
I lw .\rn1<1ry. consist<'d ol two rooms, 
lh,· l1n· l'ngi!,,• sc•dion and a room for 
the nirht watdiman. 

ll1JI mg llw Civil W;1r tllt' Fort was 
th,· onlv Armory l,11ild111g lo t•;;('apc 
ch-struction, hut 11 sutlc·iTd rnud1 
damag<' frorn som·i·nir {'Ollt'ctors. 
!11,·li1dl'd among J[;, lo,,si·s was Iii,· bell 
ltangrnf: i:1 tlw t·upoli! i\h-mht•rs of a 
!\lassal'husPlls \'olunll't'r l11fanln 
l'l'IJ:<J\'l'd tiw IH II and look If to lh!'rc 
hnrnl'lo-.1 n of ;\J;1rll,oro•1gll, :\lass., 
11lw1·(• 11 , !ill 1s loda:-· 

lIJ !WU tlil' Fort was disn1anl!Pd and 
IJ11>1 ,•d 10 Chicago for t•xhil,it ,1l the 
< \1li1111l>i;111 K· po;.i11011. 

W;,,hir]i'.lon nt•11sp;•p1·r puhli.shPr 
E:.tt• !-':,·id. wh,, ti;1d r:ii:-.1•d 111nrwy for 
! i,,• p: ( ·.,·nation of fr1t• .lo'm Brown 
L;rn, ;,nd p;i1·,· 111 :,ortl. l·'.11,a, N.Y. 
ht·t·;11;i,• 111t,.1·,--t,·d in UH· 1dun1 of IIH' 
:cnr I lo ll;i: r,,•rs V, rr:-· ,.11.l ;1 , :tc· W.Jci 

I<>< ;1(,·d 'H ;1rl•\ tlw !ow11 

Th<· building was dismantled in 
Chieago and movt'd by rail lo ll:lql!'rs 
Ferry where it was placed on the 
larrn of AlexandPr Murphy who lived 
along t IJp Shenandoah Hiver. 

The alumnae of Storer Col!Pge had 
alw,,ys twen interested in obtaining 
tlH' .John Brown Vorl for display on 
tlwir campus. In 1909 the trustees 
l,<•gan to rnif'e funds for purchasing 
llw structure and again the Fort was 
dismanth,d and rebuilt, this time on 
tlw hillside of Storer CollegP Campus 
ov<>rlooking the Shenandoah Hiver. 

I II l\l50's th'-' eolleg<' closed and the 
! 'ark Sr·rvice aequired the building 
including the Fort It was decided 
tllat lh<' building should b<' moved lo 
ll:tqJl'rs FPrry National Historical 
l';1rh wlH·n· it could be viewed by 
vi:iiton· 

!11 191 H 1he For! was moved intact 
from !ht• l',unpus tu tlw historic town, 
11 hall mile av:av. And th<•re the 
!n11ld1ng slar:ds today. approximat0ly 
l (HI fpl'l from whPrP it was originally 
built. 

l'nhaps sornP day when the 
ol'li-',111,d sit,· i:, ac·qu1n•d by th,.· !'ark 
~:t•r 1·1ct•. the· .Jolin Brown Fort will 
1111:dl:, t'II(; 1t· .JOIJl'll('Y 



r lJ.J,.!i.-Li,.(• 

Hagerstm-.,., ?·:a.ryland 
1/arch S,, 1968 

Five Flings To Ta e Footloose 
Fort To Ultimate Resting ite 

By LINDA B~OWN 

HARPERS FEHHY, W. Va. 
-After he mg mu·. r:d f o u r 
times. the John Bnrnn Fort 
i5 still not in its uriiinal site. 

Thr for: \ms ma,e<l Thurs­
dav from a site on the Storer 
coiiege campus. where 1t has 
rested since 1~9. to the old 
Arsenal ,<,quare. 

~fany of t:1e to11,nspeop'.e 
and resident~ of the area were 
ou, to see the fort be in g 
moved on a truck anct broui;ht 
rlo\\ ::i the D:(1untain~1de to the 
.:\ational Historic Park. 

The f,1rt 1s br>;ng placed 
temporanly nrxt lo thr ~1te of 
the old ar3enal until the plot 
of land \\ her:, \ht· fort ori;::mal­
Jy stood on t,p acqui~pd from 
1he Baltir:iorc ,,nd Ulm, Rail­
road. 

John Brown's Raid 
The fnrt wa, ongmPl!y the 

Armo:·v F:rr· E1:~_:1;c House 
beforr.' J0i1r. ll:·,·v.n·, ··aid on 
the fet:Hal arsi'n:d rn 1S59. The 
fire h'ouse later became known 
as the .John Brown fort after 
Col. RobPrt E. Lee captured 
the ra:c!er,. 

The fort w,,s brnt: ::ht 011t 

::\lcDowcil Sf. from 1 ::r' c011,' :e 
campu~ to \Vashwgton S:. 
rrerari0usly baianct'd ancl tit•d 
to a tn.rk. From Lwr~ it was 
mo\'ed ,1 est¼ ard :" Cu:,ir1 ~t. 
anti !hen ~o:::!J tu Rnntc :w•. 
A .. fter a ~hort ~t rt~rc:1 en the 
higi;way, th f,,r: c:ime do,·. n 
E:hc □ an-lo:,h ~t. t,, Ar-era! 
Square. 

Ae:~ording :•1 He.~11:ar.1ir1 Ua-

vis, superintendent of th e 
park, the route that had been 
1,elected was not the shortest, 
but it was ''the most open 
route." 

Difficult Move 
The fort was moved in one 

day, but with some dilliculty. 
The streets were narrow, and 
the truck had to be extremely 
careful of surrounding houses 
and pow.er lines. A f t e. r it 
reached the square, m o r e 
stone had to be placed on the 
street before the truck could 
travel over a hump in the 
road. 

The tedious operation of 
moving the old fort was ma­
n:suvned by the William B. 
Patra..:n Inc., the contractors 
who moved the fort. 

The story of moving is not 
new to the- fort. After Brown 
\,as captured anct hur!g in 
18:i9, the fort remained in 
Harpers Ferry at its original 
location until 1892. 

Chicago World's Fair 
The structure 1,1 a~ fir~! dis­

mantled and ,ent to Chicago 
in lil92 for the World', Fa :r. 
ALer an un~,."l cs,ful cli~;,iay 
at the fa1:·. ltJ(' fort wa, 
hrou~hl i,,ivi. !o Harpers Ferry 
,hrough the efforts of a new~­
P .pi'rwr,man. Kate Fields. 

1Vhcn it rea,·hed H;.:-rus 
Ferr~· agarn. the fort w a s 
r,tacPrl on a farm until :t 11a, 
bought by Storer College 1n 
l'.'-1'.l. Thr fort had remained 
,tandin_g on the grounds of the 

college. which later. became a 
training center for employes 
of the National i ark Szrvice, 
until it was moved Thursday. 

After the fort wa·s taken to 
Arsenal Square, the job was 
still not complete. The con­
tractors continued on the job 
Friday to dig a foundation for 
the fort and place it some 200 
feet from the origin:il site. 

"Footloose" Fort 
The fort was acquired by 

the National Park Service in 
1962 and the move . w a s 
planned from the .beginning. 
The move was necessary be­
cause a new park service of­
fice is se'heduled for the site 
where the fort stood , at the 
Steppen .Mather Training Cen­
ter ground. 

When negotiations have been 
completed with the_ Baltimore 
asd Ohio Railroad, the fort 
will again be moved, probably 

Director 
hegional Director, 

• 

for the last time, and will be 
rebuilt. 

The fort will have to be re­
stored because in iu: travels, 
many parts of the fort have 
been left behind. The p a r k 
service plans to open the old 
fort as a museum when it 
bas been restored. 

The footloose fort after 75 
years of travel is at least in 
its next-to-the-last res tin g 
place. 
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