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FACTS ABOUT THE HISTORIC JOHN BROWN'S FORT

The building, originally built in 1847-48, was called the "Engine and Guard
House," and used as such in the United States Armory complex.

It was to be a one story brick construction with slate roof and copper gutters
and downspouts. It housed two fire engines and quarters for the night watch-
man, and its location was near the Armory entrance gate.

During the period October 16-18, 1859, John Brown in his raid on Harpers
Ferry used the east or fire-engine section of the Engine House as a fort.
U. S. Marines under the temparary camand of U. S. Army Colonel Robert E.
lee stormed the "Fort" and subdued Brown and his surviving force,

Throughout the Civil War the building escaped burning, but was vandalized
for "souvenirs”" of the famous raid of 1859, By war'!s end it was a badly
mutilated and neglected building.

In 1869 the U. S. Government sold the "Fort" and other buildings to a pro-
motional group fram Washington, D. C. headed by Captain Francis C. Adams.
It was later sold and in 188L, Thomas H., Savery purchased the site of the
former Armory, Arsenal and Rifle Works, including the "John Brown Fort."
Savery sold the "Fort!" to the John Brown Fort Company founded by the Hon,
A, J. Holmes, U. S. Representative from Iowa, who wished to exhibit the
histaric building at the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. Almost
immediately the organization "had financial troubles. Finally after long
delays the exhibit opened late in 1893 for about 10 days. Only eleven paid
admissions were received at 50 cents each. The now bankrupt campany had
debts of $60,000 and went into receivership. For several years the all but
forgotten Fort languished in Chicago. In 1895 Miss Kate Field, a crusading
Washington newswoman, campaigned for donations to move the Fort back.to .
Harpers.Ferry. A contract was signed with Alexander Murphy of Jefferson
County, West Virginia, who agreed to deed five acres of his farm in order
to place the Fort near Harpers Ferry. The Fort was later purchasod by

Mr. Murphy who, not wishing curious visitors on his form, closed it to the
public, Nearby Storer College, founded in 1865-67, was interested in the
building and in April 1909, the College Trustees voted to buy the building.
Funds were donated and in 1910 the old Fort was re-built on the Storer
College campus, where it remained until March 7, 1968 when the National Park
Service moved it to the old Arsenal Square, near its original site on the
Armory grounds. At present the original site is owned by the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad Company.

'he building dimensions are 34! 1 3/l by 22' 0 3/8". The original cost of
the building in 1818 was $1,5L0.
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John Brown structure

Fort facin:

HARPERS FERRY, W. Va One of
Harpers Ferry's most historic structures,
the John Brown Fort, will be getting a
facehit.

Park Superintendent Martin R.
Conway has announced that the fort will
undergo restoration beginning in about
two weeks at a cost of $30.000.

The restoration, which is expected to
tahe about three months, will enable the
fort to be opened to the public lor the first
time since the National Park Service ac-
quired the structure in 1960.

The Engine and Guard House hecame
nationally known as the John Brown Fort
in October 1859 when abotitionist John
Brown and his raiders attacked the
IFederal Armory at Harpers Ferry to ob-

taint weapons lor a siave revolt. The
butlding, orgmally sttwated at the en-
trance of the Armory, consisted of two
rooms, the fire engine section and a rootn
for the mght watchman.

During the Civil War the Fort was the
only Armory butlding to escape destruce-
tion, but 1t suffered much damage from
sovenir colleetors  Ineluded among its
losses was the bell hanging in the cupola.
Members ot a Massachuselts Volunteer
Intantry removed the bell and took it to
thewr hometown of Marlborough,
Massachusetts where it still is today.

In 1893 the Fort was dismantled and
moved (o Chicago for exhibit at the
Columbian Fxposition

Washington newspaper publisher Kate
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weapons for a slave revolt.

fortification

Iield became interested i the return of
the Fort to Harpers Ferry and a site was
located nearby the town on the farm of
Mr. Alexander Murphy who lived along
the Shenandoah River.

In 1909 the trustees of Storer College
began to raise funds lor purchasing the
structure and again the fort was dismantl-
cd and rebuilt, this time on the hillside of
college campus overlooking the Shenan-
doah River.

In 1950's the college closed and the
Park Service acquired the building, in-
cluding the IFort. And in 1968 the Fort was
moved intact from the campus to the
historie town, a half mile away. And there
the building stands today, approximnately
100 feet ram where it was originally built.
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THE MORNING HERALD

(Photo by Reup)

John Brown’s Fort enrou te to Arsenal Square
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Brown’s Fort
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Harpers Fevry, March 7--8Shown abeve on
a huge truck bed is John Drown's Foart as it
was about to he moved from the campus ol
Storer College to Arsenal Square fn Old Mar-
pers Ferry this marning. The pent to where
the hivtorie building was being maved s only
2 few hupdred {eet away from the original
building site,

Having been moved foyur fimeg alrends,
National Park Service officialz hone that the fort
will be moved one more time and that to its

Copy to::

Director
Regional Director, N

Moved to Arsenal Square
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original site. The fort was botlt at a cosl of
$1,540 m 1848, biut the new moving cost was es-
timated in the wueighborhond of $30,000. The
fort's original site s oo land owned by the Dal
timore and Ohio Railroad,

The fort 15 known a= John Brown's beconse
it nas the famons aholitionlst who, aa Octn
hrer 16-18, 1833, u.edl the east seclion of the
buwldie~ dyrive his rald on Harpers Frrm
(Journ-! T~ e Nacloney)
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‘A weary-looking Jehn Brown’s Fert Awaits final move

4

Iinda Brown

Footloose Fort Faces Final Fling

By LINDA BROWN

HARPERS FERRY, W. Va-—After 76
vears of traveling. the John Brown Fort is
being moved back necar its original site.

The fort has been resting at the Stephen
Mather Training Center near here since
1909, It was originally the Armory Fire
Engine House before John Brown's raid on
the federal arsenal,

After Brown was captured in 1839, the
fort remained in Harpets Ferry until 1892,

The strucfure was (irst moved to Chica-
go io 1892 for the World’s Fair. After an
unsuccessful display at the fair. the fort
was brought back to Harpers Ferry through
the efforts of a newspaperwoman, Kate
Fields.

When it reached Harpers Ferry, the
fort was placed on a farm until it was
hought by Storer College . 1909. The fert

has remained at the prounds of the ¢ il e,
which later ‘Became a training cinter for
employees 6 the National Paik Service

The fort {s scheduled for moving dunirg
the manth of March. It will be placed nes.
fo the site of the old arsenal untl necola-
tions can be made with the Ealtimore and
Obio Railroad to secove the land where the
fort originally steod

Seme difficulties  will he invoived
moving the fort. Permission must  he
granted from area residents {or removing
zny obstacles in the fort's path. Mewhers
of the Job Corps will assist the park em-
playees.

The moving will be done in gne dav,
according o the contracters, Williaw D,
Patram Ine. of Washington D.C The [fort
will be moved from the traimuy center
ground down US. Route 340 about a mwile
10 arzenal squars.
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John Brown Fort
To Be Moved Again
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ITRCDUCTICH

Harpers Ferry, a wilderness entrance into the Valley of the Shenan-
doah, began growth as a town with the establishment in 1796 of the
government Armory and Arsenal at the confluence of the Shenandoah and
Potomac Rivers. In an orderly double row aleng the Potomac, set apart
from the lower town of Harpers Ferry by an engineered power canal and
iron fence, 19 brick ana stone shops, mills and furnaces had been built
when Major John Symingten, Superintendent of the Arwory, prepared a map
in April of 1848, showing the Armory buildings. One of these structures,
listed as “Encine and Guard House- llew,” Building No. 19 on the 1848
map, is the subject of this report.

The Guard House achieved unpredicted fame in 185% when the aboli-
tionist, John Brown, was captured therein with four young raiders, by
the United States Marines led by Robert E. Lee. The “John Brown Raid,”
a contributing factor to the bitter feeling that erupted into the Civil
War, and the ensuing War events in Harpers Ferry, are the subject mate-
rial for the restoration at Harpers Ferry lational Monument.

Rechristened “John Browm’s Fort”, the GCuard House was exhibited in
1893 at the Columbian Exposition in Chicagc. Keturned to Harpers Ferry
by a crusading Washington newswoman against local protest, the “Fort”
was subsequently adopted by a farmer, sold to a Negro college, and has
spent the past half century on a hill overlooxing the Shenandoah. Pre-
sent plans of the National Park Service include restoration of the

building to its original position near the Potomac River.



The history of “John Brown’s Fort” has been traced by the writer
through “ar Department Reports, accounts of the Raid, Jefferson County
Court House reccrds, the Library cf Congress, County and Federal files
in Chicego, the Chicago Public Library and the Chicago Historical
Society.

i{r. Archie Franzen, ECDC resident architect at Harrers Ferry, has
provided generous assistance. DMessrs. Herbert H. {issling and Arthur L.
Sullivan, Parx< Historians of Harpers Ferry liational lMonument, have
offered guidance, critical advice and encoura~ement which has been in-
valuable. Research by student architects of HABS and material gleaned
from perscnal interviews of the writer with Mrs. Will Murphy and Mr.
and Mrs. John Newcomer of Harpsrs Ferry have been incorporated into the
report, with acknowledgement. Miss Mary Williamson has prepared the
final copies.

Pertinent photographs and maps are from Harpers Ferry National Monu-
ment files. Appendices contain certified copies of important court docu-
ments, obtained by the writer through court house research in Jefferson
County and Chicago, constituting the first legal title search of the
property.

Research reports of Charles V. Snell covering the Armory operation
at Harpers Ferry, of Herbert H. xissling, Park Historian (The United
States Musket Factory) and of Historian Arthur L. Sullivan (Harpers

Ferry, Casualty of War) have been referred to for further background

information.

ii



The history of John Brown’s Raid has been copiously covered in
official records and published works, notably the report of Senator
James Mason to the 36th Congress, and Oswald Garrison Villard’s John

Brown, £ Biography Fifty Ysars After. For brevity in this report,

therefore, the Raid its=slf is not detailed.

tid



Chapter I

Engine and Cuard House

The famous Engine and Guard House of Harpers Ferry National Armory,
known and prhotographed through the years as “John Brown’§ Fort,” was de-
signed by Superintendent John Symington of the Armory, and was built in
1847~48, at a recorded cost of §51,54O.l Major Symington reported to
the Secretary of VWar on lovember 14, 1848, that an engine and guard house
35] x 24 feet, one story brick covered with slate and having copper gut-
ters and downspouts had been constructed and was then occupied.z The
structure, designed to house the two fire engines then on hand and to
provide a room for the night watchman, was placed near the Armory en-
trance gate, on the left entering, and on the site of an old worthless

3
building which had been serving the same purpose. (See plat on next

rage.)
Cost of the building somewhat exceeded the original specifications

presented to the War Department on November 29, 1844, which were as
4
follows:

147 Yards excavation 218¢ 26 .46
67 Perches Masonry laid with cement 134.00

1. U.8. Crdnance Dept., Estimates for Year Ending June, 1949, HFI¥
Microfilm Reel 20, V.7, p.104.

2. Report of Major John Symingten to Sec. of War Marcy for year ending
June 30, 1848, HFMNM Microfilm Reel 20, V.1, p.36.

3. Major John Symington to War Dept., Nov. 29, 1844, HFIM Microfilm
Reel 23, V.3, p.250.

4, TIbid., HFUM Microfilm Reel 23, V.3, p.24l.



-~  MAP OF HARPERS FERRY
Prepared in compliance with letter
to Major Symington, April 22, 1848

Musket Factory References

Offices

Bell or Finishing Shop
Boring Mill

Stocking Shop

Stocking Shop

Stock Store House
Carpenters Shop

Machine Shop

Grinding Mill

Coal Bin and Lumber House
Barrel Welding and Tilt Hammer Shop
Stock Store House
Charcoal House

Proof House

Annealing Furnace

Smith Shop

Smith Shop

V‘arehouse

__Engine and Guard House

W O O U D



2600 Hard Bricks laid ©210c 260.00
160 Feet Cut Stcne Water Table &

Cornice 960¢ 96.00

2000 Feet Lumber ©1.50 3C.00
100 Lbs Iron for Hanging Doors 12.50
600 Feet Slateing 210¢ 60.00
36 Days Carpenter work ©1.50 54.00

8 Days Painting 71.45 11.60

50 Lbs Nails @43 2.12
480 Feet Paving (26¢ 28.80
Cil and Paint 4.5
#72C.00

In his Repofrcf Operations for the year ending June 30, 1850,
Major Symington stated that the front enclosing walls of the Armory
yvard had been finished, 340 lineal feet in length. The gate front was
built with piers and low panels, the upper part of the panels fitted
with iron railing to the height of the piers. The remaining portion of
the wall was of brick, solid on stone foundations. Heicht of the en-
closure was nine feet, and the walls had been coped with cut stone.5

This Armory wall, built gradually by sections, was completed in
1854-55, thus setting the immediate stage for John Brown’s Raid. During
the violence of the 16-18th of Cctober, 1859, the famous abolitionist
used the east or fire-engine section of the Encine House as a fort,

firing through windows and doors at approaching townspeaple and militia.

He imprisoned his hostages, including Col. Lewis 'ashington, in the west

or guard house section, later transferring them to the engine house szction.

5, Major John Symington, Report to VWar Dept., June 306, 1850, Nationa}
Archives RG, V.10, NolO, HFIM Microfilm R.20, pr.66-67.

6. Report of Sen. James Mason to the Senate, 36th Congress, Washington,
D.C., June 15, 1860, p.1l8 (Hereafter referred to as lMason Eeport).

6



Since the history of the Raid has been prolifically documented through
the years, this report will concern itself only with th= effect of the
Raid on the subject building.

The Engine House suffered comparatively little damage during the
history-making Raid., John Brown had set the captured slaves of Wash-
ington and Allstadt to pecking out four portholes for the raiders cuns
with pickaxes, but the desultory effort made little impression on the
structure.7 The United States Marines, charginc against the heavy
docr with a ladder used as a battering ram, succeeded in shattering
part of the center docr through which they gained entrance tc capture
Brown and four raiders. (Ses photograrhs cn following pages)8 Except
for bullets which may have imbedded themselves in the walls, this was
the total damage inflicted by Brown’s Raid on the Government Engine
House.

Historically, however, the Kaid changed the course of ensuing

events and the Engine and Cuard House became immortal as “Jchn Brown’s

Fort” and was launched on its troublcus career.

7. Unpublished document written by prisoner Thomas Allstadt. From
original owned by Mrs. T. Grove Henkly, Halltown, W. Va. Copy HFNM.

8. rason Report, p.38.




Ceontemporary sketch of interior of Engine Housz during
the Raid, Cctober 18, 1959, just bhefore the door was
broken in by the U. 8. Marines. Col. Vashington and
his asscciates as captives, John 3rown holdinc rifle.

From Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Magazine, Nov. S5,
1859.







Contemnorary sxetch by Porte Crayon showing U. S.
Marines forcing center door of Engine Fouse to

capture raiders.

From Harpers Magazine, Cctober, 1859.

HF-222
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TAE STORMING OF THE ENGIN

ES MARINES.—[SKETcuED pY PorTE CRAYON.]

L-HOUSE BY THE UNITED STAT



Contemporary sxetch showing location of Encine House
in relation to Armory gate and buildings on ager
Ferry Lot. Captain Alburtis’s party of Martinsburg

militia attackinc the insurgents.

From Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Kewspaper, .ov. 19,
1859, p.l. e

HF-512



f
TC
IR




Chapter I1

"John Brown’s Fort” in th= Yar

"John Brown’s Fort,” once the Encine and Guard House, was the only

building of the Armory that escaped burning during the Civil War. The

remaining 20 Armery buildings, as well as two arsenal buildings holding

15,000 arms, and nine buildings of the Rifle Vorxs on Hall’s Island in

i
9
*he Shenandoah, were laid in ruins.

Until the battered Engine House doors were protected by heavy
plates, and the door of the ruard house porticn battened up with clumsy
wooden bars, “John Brown’s Fort” became fair game for souvenir hunters
of both armies during the Civil War. Like the rops that huna John Brown,
supposed bricks from the fire engine house multiplied interminably in
the hands of unscrupulous souvenir vendors. (See photographs on fol-
lowing nages.)

In Bugust of 1861, fifteen stalwart members of Company I, 13th
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, a company raised at Marlborough,
liassachusetts, laid covetous eyes on the fine swinging bell in the
open cupola of John Brown’s Fort. Deciding it would doubly serve as a
valuable souvenir of their company and eventually as a much-needed fire-
pall fer the town of liarlborough, they rigged a rope, detached the bell

1C
rom its brackets and lowered it from the roof.

i

9, Sullivan, Arthur L., Harpers Ferry, 1861, Casualty of War, HFNM
EP ¥Wo, HF-94A, 1960, rp.29, 4S.

10. Stutler, Boyd 3., EFKM, Civil War Release 74, "0ld John Brown Bell
is Still a Prisoner of ‘ar.”




Remarkable photograch, crokably by Srady,
showing lfusiket Factory (Armory) buildincs
being used as Wwuartormaster Dapot, 1864-
1865, "John Brown’s Fort’” was in use as a
powder macazine. Lote unissing gate ol

Armory wall, also empty cupcla from which

bell has bezn removed.
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1865 photo shows mutilated “Fort”, with
iron deors tichtly barred against souvenir-
hunting troops, windows broxezin, bell tower

empty. L2uilding at right is Armory office.
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Stolen bell from “John Brow:n’s Fort” hanging

in GAR building, Marlbore, Massachusetts.
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En route it crashed to the ground, chirping a piece from the flance,
and so became identifiable to later disbelievers. When, a month later,
the resgiment was ordered to Williamsport, Md., the bell was transported
there on a canal boat. In Williamsport, it was placed in the care of Irs.
¥William Ensminger, wife of the canal boat orerator, wvhere it remained until
1892. That year members of Company I met in encampment in Washincton,
journeyed to williamsport, rctrieved the bell and rewar@fthe patient lirs.
Ensminger with $150 for her long stewardship. Since 1892, the brazen
tongue torn from “John Browm’s Fort” has tolled the passing of Civil
war veterans and clamored alarms for fires, from its post on the old

11
GAR building in Marlborough, now owned by the American Legion. (See
photograph on following page.

Filitary histories of several companies mention souvenirs wrested
frem #John Brown’s Fort.” "hen the armies of Banks and Sedowick crossed
intc Haroers Ferry February 27, 1862, some lingered at the "Fort” - "“to
reek througii the hole that Brown had fired throuch, while others chipped
pieces of wood rrom the window sash, and sent them home asg trophies of

12
their campaignincg.”

1862 broucht two famous visitors to ”John Brown’s Fert.” In the

Atlantic for July, 1862, Nathanial Hawthorne noted the building was

11, Stutler, Boyd B., "0ld John Brown Bell is Still a Frisoner of Var.”

12. Ward, Joserh R. C., DD3, History of the Cne Hundredth and Sixth
Reagiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 2nd Corps,
1861-65, Philadelphia, 1906, EFN Microfilm Reel 38, V.1, pp.4ff.




13
being used as @ prison for Confederate soldiers. On GCctober 1, 1862,

Abraham Lincoln arrived on a surprise visit en route to stimulate
McClellan at Antietam. Inspecting the ruined Armory, Lincoln paused
at the "Fort” to drawl an anscdote concerning a western locometive
14
baptised at the time of John Brown’s Raid “The Scared Virginian.”

Four times during the Civil War, in 1861, 1862, 1863 and 1864, the
Confederate Army burned the lirmory buildings at Harpers Ferry, only to

15
have the Federal forces reroof the buildincs and put them back into use.
Duriny 1864-65, the Quartermaster and Commissary Departments of General
FPhillip Sheridan’s army occupied Harpers Ferry, and repaired the Armory,
Lrsenal and Rifle Ylorks buildings for use as a huge supply denot and
nedical dispensary. “John Brown’s Fort” was converted into a magazine

16
for the storage of ammunition.

By War’s end, contempocrary phetcgraphs show a mutilated Fort, with
windows and doors tichtly secaled by iron plates and with a lifeless,
empty belfry. According to a written reguest from a certain Gibson C.
Johns to Solicitor Raynor of the Treasury, December 21, 1880, Captain
D, J. Voung (officer left in command at Harpers Ferry Armory) gave Mr.
13. McDonald-Stutler Correspondence, Boyd Stutler to Dr. H. T. Mclonald,
January 29, 1944, HFNM.

14, Stutler, Boyd E., ¥est Virginia Keview, Feb. 1944, p.6., “kr. Lincoln
at Harpers Ferry.”

15. ©£nell, Charles W., Fortifications, Harners Ferry, 1864, p.75, HFNYM
EP He. HF-984,

16. Ibid.

10



Johns permission to occupy “John Brown’s Fort” from 1866 on as a residence.
This arrangement was prokably made to protect the “Fort” against further
desecration, as Mr. Johns asserts he “saved the building from destruc—

17
tion by relic hunters.”

17. From note in Fils 3, Physical Eistory of Harpers Ferry, Armory
Tract, HFI, annotated “R.G. 121, Public Buildings Service, Harpers
Ferry Case llo, 1535.” Source unknovn to writer.

i



#John Brown Fort - 1865 Contrivuted by
Bachrach Studios, Boston, Mass. Drolen
wincows have been sealed with wood, iron
doors still intact, building probably in
use as powder magazinz. Shows corner of
Office at right, and a building in Arsenal

Square at left.
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Chapter III

Sale of the Arnory Land

In 1869, daspite frantic efforts on the part of armory woriers and
other citizens to save Harpers Ferry Armory through petitions to Con-
18
Qress, the President authorized a public sale of lands held by the
Government at Harpers Ferry, together with the valuable water power
19
rizhts of the Potomac and Shenandcah Rivers.

At the sale, Captain Francis C. Adams et. al., a promctional group
from ¥Washington, D. C., purchased the water vower rights of both rivers
at Harpers Ferry, as well as the Armory, i~rsenal and Rifle Works ruins
for $206,000. Purporting to represent Northern capitalists, this group,
incorporated as the Harpers Ferry Vater Power and Manufacturing Company,
was allowed two years for payment of the purchase price. Later revealed
as a fraudulent company plotting to sue the BEC Eailroad thrcugh straw
purchase of the company’s right-of-wa;, the schemers were defeated by

20
court decision.,

is described in papers of the resultant chancery causz, a settlement
was effected by llathan Goff, Commissioner appocinted by the Court at
18. Faulkner Letters, V.1, HFIlI, from the private collection of Major
T. T. Perrv, Charles Town, West Virginia.

19. Catalocue of the Harpers Ferry Armory Prorerlty to Be Sold by the

United States on the 30th Kevember 1869 at the Town of Harrers Ferry
Va., washington, D.C., 186¢, EFIM IF3-119.

20. Bushong, Millard C., History of Jefferscn County, Veslt Vircinia,
Jefferson Publishing Cc., Charles Town, V. Va., 1941, rr.217-218.

13



Wheeling, VWest Virginia, and the propertics at Harpers Ferry were restorad
21
to the United States Government by deed dated April 17, 1877.

On October 22, 1884, Thomas H. Savery, a respected industrialist,

purchased the water power rights of both rivers at Harpers Ferry, and
22

the site ol the former Armory, rfrsenal and kifle lorks. The Armory
land included the “John Browm Fort.” For the Potomac water richts and
Armory ruins, Mr. Savery paid £25,100C, excepting from the dsed % acre
previously sold by the United States to Iir. Jlexander Murphy, whose coal
vard scems to have been the only industry utilizing the Armory land

23
during the intervening yvears.

s
{

lr. Savery built pulp mills on the Potomac and Shenandoah sites,
24
utilizinge the old power canals. The Potomac River structure reportedly
stood on the same site as the present elnactrical power plant, at the west
end of the former Armory vard, and was constructed oi the bricks of de-
25
molished Armory buildings. Organizing a company known as the Harpers
Ferry Paper Company, he sold the Potomac water rights and site of the
United States Armory to his own company on June 31, 1888, for ¢10C,000.

21. Jefferson Ccunty Court House, Dsed Sook “E¥, 1v.285, April 17, 1877,
(Certified copy in Appendix A, Fo. 1).
22. Bushong, p.218.

23, Jefferson County Court House, Deed Book "E”, 1.285 (Certified copy
in Appendix %, No. 2).

24, Bushong, r.218.

25. Personal interview by writer with MNr. Alonzo Murrhy, Harvers Ferry,
Fug. 13, 1961.

14



Excepted from the deed was a strip of land 700 feet in lencth extending
from Shenandoah Street northwest and bounded on the north by the Potomac
River. This excepted stripr of land held #Jchn Brown’s For’c.”z6 Mr.
Savery’s comrany sold the balance of the Armcry land to the B&0 Railroad
Company in 1893, when the &0 substantially altered its tracks at
Harpers Ferry and filled over the level of the ruined Armory buildings.27

In 1889, while still owned by Mr. Savery’s milling company, “John
Brown’s Fort” suffered through the Johnstown Flood with other buildings
of Harpers Ferry. However,, although the flood waters rcachad the top
of its doorways, the little building survived the adventur:.28 (See
photocraphf on following pages.)

Among other distinguished visitors to the “Fort,” the Hon. Mr. i.
J. Holunes, U. 8. Representative from Iova and Ser¢gzant-at-Arms of the
House, had observed the thousands of curiosity-seekers who annually

pilgrimaced to John Brown’s Engine House. According to an article in

the Chicacgo Tribune, he formed a syndicate of liashington officials who

proposed to exhibit the “Fort” at the Columbian Expositicn in Chicago
29

in 1893. Despite protests from the B&C Railroad, who regretted losing

; 2 . .

26, Jerfferson County Court Housa, Deed Book “S£7, ».123, June 30, 1888
& r 5 7 < 4 ’

(Certified copy in Appendix 4%, lo. 3)."

27. Barry, Joserh, Strange Story of Ilarpers Ferry, pr.l72-176.

28« Ibid., D170,

29. Chicago Tribune, Thursday, August 4, 1892, p.3.




30
an excursion attraction at Harrers Ferry. Thomas Savery sold “John

Brown’s Fort” on July 28, 1891, to this remarkable group in an inter-
31
lced and the John Brown Fort Company was orcanized.

I'e)

esting

31. An unusal clsuse in this deed sells the land on which the Fort
stood to the depth of one fooit. Jefferson County Court Ilouse, Deed
Book ¥, 1.190, July 28, 1891. (Certified copy in Appendix 2, lho.
4.)

& it



Display cdvertising was at its least tasteful height
during the Victorian period. Large lettering reading
“John Brown’s Fort’” was painted over the threc Encine
House docrwavs. “=————HNT FOR THE TEEYH* is lettered
on the north side of the Armory entrance nillars.

1882 photorrrarh,

iF-379
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Excellent view taiten in 188€, shows “John Brown’s
Fort” as one of five buildings still standing of

the original 20 Armory structures.
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JOHN BROWN’S FORT AND THE OLD ARSENAL BEFORE THEY WERE REMOVED.
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John Brown Fort™, 1386-18898, from Thomas
i I 4

Featherstonhaugh Collection, Library cof
Congrzss. ©Stolen iren door replaced by
rouch boards, brcoken windows sealed,

empty belfrey, Office building demolished,
cannon on display to enhance visitor
interest, large-lettered sign, “JCHI BRCIIIS

FORT*", over doorways.

EF-190

== /7






From the 1870’s to 1890’s, Harpers Ferry was in its
hevday a llecca for summer tourists and curiosity
seekers, Special excursions on both the C&C Canal
and the 380 Railroad were constantly advertised in
Vashington and 3Baltimore papers. Summer homess
sprang up in and around Harpers Ferrv, and it becane
fashionable for the elite of the day to visit the
Civil War scenes and partaxe of the mineral waters
at a nearby spa on the Shenandoah Kiver. Contemp-
orary sketch showing the “Fori” during the 18707's,

explolited as a museum.
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“PTLLS FCR TCRPID LIVER” was splashed across the
Armory walls at the time of this 1889 photograph of
the “Fort”. Note missino iron railing from Armory
wall, and missing gates. These were installed by
Mr., Alexander Murphy of Harpers Ferry to protect
his coal yard, and the oricinzl railing and cates
is still owned by the Murphy heirs, and are being
preserved at “Buena Vista Farm” near Harpers Ferry.
The large white diamond marxed “G” was undoubtedly

also an advertising trademarlk.
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"Johnstowm Flood”, 1889, almost submerced the engine

house doors.

IE-100
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Chapter IV

The rort and The Fair

Cfficers of the John Brown Fort Company were as fcllows:
President - Ex-Congressman Adoniram J. Holmes,
Secretary - Major Sheppard i, Rockwood, Chief of the Veather Bureau,

i ‘1 ra - ' - s 4
Treasurer — James H. L. Vilscn, Assistant Secretary of the United States
<
senate.

Other members of the Company were V., 1. Du

O

ley of vashington, D. C,; Mr.

ot

L. T. Michener of Indianapolis; Senator Bishop W. Perkins of Kansas; John

Soyd, President of the Norfolk Steamship Lines; Prof. A. J. Smith, Ex—

President of the Maryland lgricultural College; and Ex—congressman Henry
32
Libby of Virginia. On the 27th of February, 1892, acts of incorpora-

tion were sicned autheorizing the croup as a stockholding company and
providing:

(1) That the name of the proposed corporation shall be the John Brown
Fert Co.

(2) That the object for which it is formed are the owning, controlling
and exhibiting of thz building kncwn as the John Brown Fort and other
war and historical relics, paintings, nictures, statuary and curicsities
and the ¢iving of stage and dramatic performances and cuch other public
oxhibitions as the public may desirs, anda the leasin¢, cvning and con-
trolling of real estate upon which to carry out ths above object.

(3) That the capital stoc. of such Corporation shall be ons hundred
and Zifty thousand dollars and shall congist of fifteen hundred shares
of the var value of one hundred dollars each.

(4) The locaticn of the princiral office of said Corporatiocn shall be
in the City of Chicage, in the County of Cool, in the State of Illinois.
(5) The duration or term of existence ol said Corpocration shall be
ninety-nine vears.

r

32. Chicarc Tribune, Thursday, Juw. 4, 1892, ».3 (fdppendix 3, Ho. 1).

33. Act of Incorperation, John Brown Fort Compary, Cecok County, State
o linois, kecorder’s Office, Chicago, Ill., Doc. /1657344, Book 46,
pp.531-534 (Certified copy in <ppendix i, lo. 8).
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L Commissioner’s Report attached to the above docuwrent states that the

Capital Stock was fully subscribed, to the following stockholders:

Names Shares Amcunt

J. H. C. VWilson 21% 2150.00
3. V. Perkins 43 +300.00
John Boyd 214 2150.00
S. €. Rociwood 21% 150.G0
D. C. Reinbrol 21% 2150.C0
Sam D. Pryce 21% 2150.C0
i. J. Holmes AL 2150.00
H. Libby 213 2150.C60
Aug. J. Smit 538 3/4 5575.00
$. 9. Rocgwood 1231% 123125.00
. W. Dudley 21% 2150.C0

1500G60.CC

On the eleventh of April, 1892, at eleven a.m., a meeting of these

subscribers was held at the office of George U. Garnsey, Adams Express

=, T

Building, Chicago, and the followinc Poard of Directors was duly electec
for a term of one year: &. J. Folmes, B. 7. Perkins, ¥. ¥. Yudley, J.

H, C, Vilson, and D. H. Keinohl, who tocok prains at this tim2 to correct
34
a former mispelling of his name in the rscord.

Ir. Georgz C. Garnsey, in whose office the stockholdzrs converned,
35
was an eminent Chicago architect and editor of Lhe laticnal Builder.

In November of 1881, Architect Carnsey was commissioned by the gentle-
nen of the incipient John Brown Fort Comprany to proceed to Harpers Ferry

in person tc sup2rvise the dismantling of “John Brown’s Fort” into

34. Acts of Incorporation, Cook County, Illinois, May 4, 1892 (Certi-
fi2d copy in Appendix &, Neo. 5).

35. The CGraphic, January 9, 1892, r.22. From research of Seymour Fro-
lichstein and kussell V. Keune, student architects of HABS. Appendix
%, lio. 1. See also complete bicgraphical data from Chicace Historical
Society, attached in lippendix C, He. 1.

23



brick sections and its shipment via the B0 train to Chicago in carefully
36

decioned crates.

“Upon its arrival in Chicago it was crected with egual

care, and tha surervising architect declared that if

the slichtest difierence can bz found in the construc-

tion ¢f the building now from what it was when it stocd

at Harpers Ferry he will return to_the company the en-

tire amount of his compensation.”S7

These accounts of the "“Fort’s” removal by Mr. Garnsey fail to men-
ticn the amazing superstructure he designed as an exhibition building to
house the “Fort” during the Exposition, but a sketch in the Grarhic
identifies an imposing lloorish edific2 as the "exhibition building en-
closing John Brown’s Fort.” (See copy of drawing on following page)

lir. Carnsey’s assurances of undeviating accuracy are undoubtedly
well-founded, though some interesting discrepancies occur batween the
original specifications of the Engine and Cuard Iouse detailed by
Major Symington in 1848 and descriptions of the rebuilt "Fort” published

38

in newspapers during 1893.

Symington’s report described the “Fort’s” dimensions as 353 x 24 feet.

The Chicaco Tribune and John G. flinn’s Standard Cuide tc Chicago stated

the reconstruction measured 25 feet long, 15 fect wide. (Cbviously this
is a newspaper error, since the "“Fort” today is back to almost its ori-

yinal srecifications.) The Chicago publications reported “semi-circular

36. Frolichstein, Seymour, and Russell V. lleune, Journal of the Society
of Architectural Histcriens, Dec. 1959, r.159; Appendix 38, lic. 2.

37. Ibid.
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Foor skotch of John Brown Fort in original
location at Harpers Ferry, “west Virginia,

published in The Graphic, 1892.



i Julin Brown's Fort on original site, Harpers Ferry, YWest Vir-
ginta (from The Graphic 1892).



Photo of sketch from Tthe Craphic, reproduced in article
#John Brown’s Fort in Chicago, 1893, Seymour R. Fro-

lichstein and Russell V. Keune, Journal of ths Socicty

of Architectural Historians, Dec. 1959, p.160.




2. Ealubiton buitding enclosing, John Brown’s Fort, World's G-
lumbian Expostuon, Chicago Uvom Lhe Graghic 1592,

3 /



transoms over each of the doorways, both of which are on one side.”
Actually, the “TFort” had three doors, as shown by many photographs.
According to news reports, “Large doors of wood with heavy iron plate
fronts once swung open for men who toiled for Uncle Sam in the build-
ing.” In actual fact, thcse iron doors were of later date than the
original construction, probably placed during use of the building as
a Civil Vlar prison or powder magazine. The news reports continued,
in the War one set of the doors was taken away, but the other set re-
mained, almost rusted from its hinges.” Two of the iron docrs exist
in the present-day Fort, thcugh the position of the missinc door, re-
built of wood, has been shifted durin~ one of the reconsiructions from
39

the right to the left side of the entrance facade.

Also, the news accounts of 1893 spoke of the "Fort” as "enclosed
in a frame building on Wabash Avenu:z that is of novel design.” Yet

the Chicago Tribune contradicted itself on February 4, 1894, by statina

it was “enclosed in a corregated iron structure on Vabash fve.” Judg-
ing from the complexity of the design of Iir. Garnsey’s sketch, both
wood and iron may have been employed. Hopss for the ambitious project

ran high in Chicago. The CGraphic of Januvary 9, 1892, ran an article com-

mending the venture, stating that the “Fort” was then in the prccess of

reconstruction anc would be opened for the public in April. Through

39, Chicaco Tribune, Thursday, August 4, 1892, p.3 (Appendix B, No. 3).
Flinn, John G., Standard Guide to Chicago, 1893, p.132 (Appendix B, Hc. 4).
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confusion of details and construction difficulties, preparations dragged
out througlh the summzr of 1892.

The Chicace Tribune of Thursday, August 4, 1892, reitergated the

B

#Fort?s” history and announced:

“The Fert Company propeses to throw the fort open to visitors
within a month with appropriate ceremonies. Some distinguished
Virginian will deliver an address, and there will be other
exercises. The company will by that time have a larca collec—
tion of John Brown relics, and John Brown and abolition
literature of all kinds, which will be made a part of the
exhibi £

Egain in April, 1893, the trusting editors of the Chicago Tribune

ran an article repzatinc the “Fort’s” story and anncuncing that the exhi-
bition would scon be opened. Perhaps weary of false alarms, successive

Tribunes carried no account of th2 grand opening, thouch nearby Libkey

1

Prison was coriously advartised. For an account of what haprened, we
have presently to depend on the resume aprearing in the Tribune of
February 4, 1894:

For about ten days the exhibition lived a precarious
life and then it died with a record of eleven paid
admissions aind an outlay of more than $6C,000. Ex—
Cencressman Holmes lociked the front docr and toolr a
train to Iowa.”

y e |

The company went into receivership, and lMr. Louis Michener was ap-

pointad by the Court as Trustee. In two chattel mortgaces acainst the
#Port? itself as personal property and its contents of John Brown

mamentos, stags equipment, photographs, etc., lir. lMichener soucht to

40, In this connection dMr. Boyd Stutler of Charleston, Vlest Virginia,
owns three letters written by A. J. Holmes, Fresident of the John Brown
Fort Company, toc Roberts Bros., publishers of Boston, in reference to
sale of Sanborn’s Life and Letters of Capntain John drown at the Fort in
its new location in Chicaco.

27



lll
stabilize the distressed companv, Both mortgeges, for 35850 and

$8818.75 respectively, included search and siezure clauses and right
of forced public sale in the event of derfault.

dhat to do with the Fort itself has been a subjeclt of
considerable correspondence among tiwe stockholders of
the John Brown Fort Company. To rent the odd-shaned
building that sheltered the relic is scmething that hes
not been accomplishaed. ‘hecever rents it gets tha Fort
until dHov. lst, 1896, when the lease expires... The
present owners hope that some body will rent the Wabash
~ve structure and consider the Fort some value until the
expiration of the lease at %323 a month.  Then they pro-
mise to sent it back to its former home,.”®

However, 1t is not surprising that with a reccrd of cleven paid admissions
43
at 50¢ and an outlay of 66,000 no furthesr investors avpeared.

Troubles increased. On July 12, 1893, the Orne Elcctrical Construc—
tion Company filed a mechanic’s lien acgainst the John Brown Fort Company
in the amcunt ol ¢1695.08 for electrical supplies and labor dating from

44
April 10. On fugust 17th, tir. Michener himself broucht a bill of com—
plaint against the John Brown Fort Company for desfault of mortgage, in
41. The John Brown Fort Company, L. T. Michener, RE., July 12, 1893,
Doc. 1801212, Recorder’s Office, Cook County, Chicago, Illinois. Ibid.,
s

Doc. 1901213 (Certified copies in Appendix A, Hos. 6 and 7).

22. Chicago Tribuns, Feb. 4, 1894, r.15 (Appendix 3, llc. 5).

43. Ibid.

44, OCrne Construction Company vs. Joha Brown Fort Company, Mechanic’s
Lien — Circuit Court, Cook County, Illinois, Case llo. 6377, July 28th,
1898 (Certified copy in Appendix £, lo. 8).
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45
the Superior Court ol the State of Illincis. By decision of the

Court, a receiver was appcinted for the company, and
4 ‘F s J r

“the receiver failing to nay the renlt for the ground by
the terms of the contract the lease was cancelled and
the improvements on the property, includinc the old
fort, reverted to the owner of the land, Mr. Charles L.
dutchinson, President of the Corn Exchange Baniz.”

ey

tir. Charles L. Hutchinscna, on whose luand the “Fort” had been buili

under lzase, was also the Trustee of the County of Coox and State of

47
Illinocis, and head of the Trustee and Traders Insurance of Chicago.

E man of action, he rented the elaborate supersutructure housing the
r o

“Fort™” in March, 1895, to A. M. Kothchild,

the projector of a new department store soon to open at
State and Van Buren Streets, as a stable for delivery
wagens and horses, and in carrving out the terms of the
lease, the famous old Fort is about to be moved in such
a manner that it will become a part of the stable.”%8

Mr. Hutchinson, however, experienced a change of heart. In the words of
Mr. John C. Mclord, representinec Mr. Hutchinson in the disposition of the
1 ; i i ; I;J_51. 5
property and negotiation of the lease with Motlichild,
#T+ is not his desire that it should become & stable. He

appreciated that the proper place for it would be its old
home at Harpers Ferry, but this would reguire the expenditure

45, Louis T. Michener vs. John Brown Fort Company, 311l of Complaint,
ERug. 17, 1893, Doc. #151175-8, Cook County, Chicago, Illincis (Certified
copy in Aprendix A, lio. 9).

46, Chicacgo Tribune, April 1, 1895, 1.7 (Appendix B, No. §).

47, Deed from Charles L. Futchinson to J. Cudahy and VWife, July 2, 1895,
Recorder’s Cffice, Cocik County, Chicago, Illinois.

48, Chicaco Tribune, April 1, 1895, r.7 (fppendix B, lic. 6).

et
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of a great deal of menev.... now that it ic in Chicaco
he,...offers it as a free gift to any public nark that
will accept it and care for it.... It is now on house-
movers blocks and abcut to be turned around acccrding
to the plans we have drawn for a stable. But in the
hope that the little building can be spareu that fate,
I have ordered all work stopped for a few days and also
that the building be xept intact.”4S

Mr, Hutchinson’s oiffer was called to the attention of prominent Grand
Army nen, who discussed the advisability of circulating a petition among
the veterans of Chicago aswzing one of the par.: boards to accept the

50

relic. But while the Crand nrmy deliberated, cne crusading woman

acted.

50. Ibkid.

30



Chanter V

The Fort and FYate Field

Mary Katherine Keemle Field was an ebullient, red-curlad Jashington
newswoman whosc exciting career had includsd internaticnal note acg

singer, writer, actress, art-lover, aditor and publisher cf her own

newsnaper. Late Field’s wWashington was a lively editorial weeitly

of five years duration, heckling Congress into legislating social re-
51

forms wvhile documenting contemporary theatre and arts

Doe

“From time to time she encaged in battles for such causes

as international copvright, Hawaiaan annexation, temperance,

prohibition of Mormon peclygamy,” etc...and “cained consid-

erable vooue as a correspondent frcecm London and elsawhere of

the N. Y. Herald, the ¥. Y. Tribunz and other newspapers.”®

Nlert to the problems of post-Civil Var licgroes, liss Field used
her cclumns to enlist a fund to purchase and prescrve John Browm’s
Farm and ¢grave at llerth Elba, . Y. Her sympathies were thus commiited
to memorabhilia of John Breow:, and further interest in the John Browm
SO

Enthusiastically promoiing the Ceclumbian Exposition in 1893, she

made hor headguarters at the Lexingten Hotel on Michinan Boulevard in

Chicaro freom the opening in May until +the Fair closzd in Hovemver. In

(8]

ratitude for her suprort, the Columbian EX_.osition awarded her a madal
53

51. Library of Congress, kKate Field’s Washington, Issues of 1892-1895,

52. Vhiting, Lillian, Kate Field, A Record, 1899, LC (Frontispiece,
copy of vortrait of fate Field painted in Italy).

53. Ibid.




Now fifty-seven yzars old and in failing health, iliss Field had
become w2ary of her editorial and promotional efforts and numerous
social reforms including the organizaticn in Chicaco of its first
Labor Burecau. She realized she must discontinus publication of Fate

-
54
Field’s Washington and seek a more healthful climate.

During the Columbian Exrosition, Miss Ficld had formed a friendship
with Mr. H. H. Kchlsaat of Chicage, rublisher of the Igter-Ceean, through
their mutual interest in the annexation of Hawaii and other ropular

editorial concerns. In the summer of 1895, I7r. Jlohlsaat acquired the

Chicaco Dailyw ilews, and offered Tate Field a post in Hawaii as roving

o5
correspondent. The last worlz of here eventful lile in fmerica was

4

to arrange the rescue of “John Drown’s Fort” from discrace as a stable.

730 much was accomplishad before I rsached Chicago a few
dayvs age,” she wrote the paper, “Then the real tug becan.
For although that public-spirited citizen Charles L.
Hutchinsen who fell heir to the Fort turns it over to

me as a gift and althcugh tliz site and transportation
are assured without cost, <1500 are nceded for remcval,
reconstructicn and other expenses. This is a bic sum

to raise. Still it is now or never with me. I am en
route to Hawaii where I ought to have been a month aco,
and the Fort must ke dealt with at once or the winter
storms and perennial hoodlums will not leave a rack
behind. It is pacited in a back yard exposed to the

hoi nol110i. .. .90

Q.
-

Soma difficulty had been exparience n securinc a site for the

proposed restoration of John Brown’s Fort tc Harpers Ferry. Local

S4. Ihid.

55. Whiting, Lilian, Xate Field, & Record, Boston, 1899, L.C.

56, Letter from Miss ¥Kate Field to Chicage Daily llews, n.d. in private
collection of lirs. /i1l lurphy, Harpmers Ferry, V.. Va.
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feeling ran high, due to an unfounded rumor that Kate Field intended

to exhune the bodies of John Brown’s raiders buried in a common grave

on the Shenandoah across from Harpers Ferry and reinter them with a
57

fitting monument at the restored “Fort.” The BEC had put a 14-f+

railroad £ill and spur track over the oricinal site, and two other

/.

proposed locations were not satisfactory to Miss Field because of
58
their inaccessibility. (8ee vhotograph)

Finally on July 23, 1895, flate Field signed a contract with Alex
ander urphy and his wife, who agreed to deed five acres of their farm
overloocking the Shenandoah near Ilarpers Ferry for tlie purpose of recon-—

39
structing the Fort for the exchange of one dollar. The B&O Railroad
60
agreed to transport the building free of charce.

Cn fucust 4, 18985, llisc Field addressed a group of prominent
Chicago Yegroes at {uinn Chapel, Wabash Avenue and 24th Street. A
comnittee formed at the meeting evinced their enthusiasm by pledging
100 to the cause of restorinag “John Brown’s Fort™ to its old home at

Harpers Ferry. 7~ John Brown’s Fort fissociation was formed of key

merbers of the assemblage and a further meeting set. The Chicago Tribune,

57. ©OSnirit of Jefferson, Charles Town, West Virginia, Cct. 1, 1895, n.2
Cct. 8, 1895, Charles Town Public Library.

"
14

58, Letter from lMiss Zate Field in pecssession of Mrs, Will Murnhy,
Earners Ferryv, n.d.

59. ZAlexander Murphy and wife to Kate Field, Jefferson Ccunty Court
llouse, D.B. 91, pr.473-474 (Certified cepy in Appendix &, lc. 10).

60. Sririt of Jefferson, Auc. 27, 1895, p.2, Charles Town Library.
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reporting the first meseting, noted the “Fort” was “in a sony state of
dilapidation in the rear of Rothschild’s stable cn l.abash Ave.” ZAccord-
ing to the article, Miss Field stated she had at this time “the consent
of Charles L. Hutchinscn, on whose ground the Fort now stands, to re-

nove it where she chose; that one of th: railroads had orffered free trans-
61
portation, and that ccnsiderable money was already donatcd.

Leaving the final arrancaments for transportation of the “Fort” to
larpers Ferry in the hands of an able attorney, Mr. Robert L. HcCabe,
62
Miss Field sailed for Hawaii. Her successive letters to mainland news-

parzrs describe an active interest and participation in Hawaiian affairs.

On HMay 18, 1896, she died suddenly of pneumonia in Hawaii, and was buried
63
in Honolulu. An obituary notice in the Chicage Tribune carried an
64
interesting resume of her career, and a pen portrait.

6l. Chicago Tribune, August 5, 1895, p.9 (Appendix 3, Ho. 7).

62. Spirit of Jefferson, Cct. 8, 1895, r.2, Charles Town Library.

63. Whiting, Lilian, p.555.

4. Chicago Tribune, Sunday, May 31, 1896, p.6 (Copy in Appendix B, Nec. 8).
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Chapter VI

Ty

The Fert Returned

Mr., Alexander Murphy, left with an orphaned “Fort” on five of his
good farm acres, triaed to mace the best of a bad bargeain. Erection of
the building on his land involved draining a spring that had rendered
the site too wet. Further expense was involved by maintenance of a
caretaker to receive hundreds of visitors annually. Kate Field had agreed
with Mr. Hurphy verbally to take care of this expense, now amcunting to
$1116, ut she had left no estate to be drawn upon for this maintenance.
Hostalgic groups with picnic baskets littered the spot, and trampled the

65
fields with their carriaces. (See illustration on following pace)

Finally, on the 27th of Kgvembeor, 1901, lMr. Murphy brought a bill

against Xate Field’s Administrator and the unknown heirs of Kate Ficld,
66

deceased. Suit was entered in the Circuit Court of Jefferson County,

in the amount of $1116.with interest, against the five acres of land

owned by sate Field on lir. Murphy’s famp “Buena V{sta", and the building

67
nown as the “John Brown Fort”.

T

his property was duly advertised by
the Sheriff for public sals. Mr. Murphy purchased the “Fort” and land
for w8CGC, paying the purchase price by settling the court costs in the

amount of $100 and deducting the balance from the amcunt of his bill

65. Personal interview of the writer with Mrs. Will Murrhy, “3Suena Vista,”
Harpers Ferry, June 19, 1961.

66. Alexander lMurphy vs. J. D. Billmyer, Sheriff, Administrator of Jate
Field, desd, Circuit Court of Jefferson County, Chancery Bool “i, r.192-
194, iov. 27, 1901 (Certified copy in Appendix A, Ne. 11).

67. ILlexander Murphy vs. Kate Field’s Administrator and Cthers, Circuit
Court of Jefferson County, Chancery Book ", p.247 (Certified copy in
Appendix A, No. 12).
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Marker ereclted on site of John Browvn’s Fort, after
its removal to Chicago and subszquent filling by
the B&C over the foundations.

This photegravch was

made in 1897.

HF-524
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“The Fort” on Buena Vista Farm, owned by Alexander
Iurphy. Note change in positicn of wooden door,

formerly at righi of entrancs facade.

HFE-77
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1896 - Storer Collegs group at “John Brown Fort”

on Buena Vista Farm.

HF-5¢99






68
against Kate Field. By this action and (100 in cash he resumed clear

5

title to his five acres of land and the unwantoq "John Browvn Fort”. He

then dismissed the caretaxer and closed the “Fort” to visitors, planting
69
the surrounding field again to creps.
70

Keighboring Storer Collece at Harpers Ferry, founded in 1865-67,
had an active interest in John Brown’s Fort at the Ilurohy Farm, where
their alumnae and visitors had made pilgrimages and study trips. Siorer
had succested to Kate Field that the little forl be rebuilt on the collece
campus on its return to Harpers Ferry, but their proposed site had not
suited liss Field as to extent or accessibilit‘y‘.71 Storer, a legro
college whose membars held John Brown in high regard, entered into nego-
tiations with lMr. Murphy sha tly after his purchase, and ootainzed his
agreem=nt to sell the Fort for 900, which would clear his purchase price

72

and the Court costs. In April 1909, the College Trustees voted to
buy the building, and appeals were sant to a wide range of benefactors

73
to subscribe the necessary funds.

68, ILlexander Murphy vs Kate Field et al, Circuit Court of Jefferson
County, Chancery Book “K”, r.307, May 28, 1902 (Certified Copy in
Appendix &, lo. 13).

69. Personal interview with lMrs. Will Murrhy, “Bucna Vista”, Harpers
Ferry, June 19, 1961.

70. Mengin, Alfred, A Collece in Secessia, kescarch Project HF-104A4.

71. Personal interview of the writer with Mrs. Will bhurrhy, June 19, 1961.
T2« Abid.
738, Storer College, Board of Trustees Meeting HMinutes, 1909, Storer

Collece file., These papers made available by courtesy of lrs. John
Nowcomer, %rustee cf Storer Collece.
s

Businees M tw«.j/(’f“

39



By fpril, 1909, the Treasurer’s Report for Storer Collece showed

5981 subscribed, and subsequent treasurer’s reports indicated that de-
74

layved contributions continued to be received. In the lorning Star,

waekly religious newspaper publication in Beston, issue for Cctober,
1910, the editor noted:

"The John Brown Fort which was bought last year has been
reerectaed on the campus, and will probably be used as a
museum. In pressrving this cld building the ccllece is
deing a distinctively valuable wors<. In it began the
Civil Var and as a new Cradle of American Liberty it will
become an increasingly interesting buildinc. Already
there have come to the school a larg: number of visitors
to see the old Fort.”7d

During the removal of #John Brown’s Fort” from Buena Vista Farm

to Sterer Cellege, further discrepancies crept into the rhysical details.

Fir. Murphy was adamant that no bricis or weod from the structure should
76
be spirited away by souvenir huniers, hut without the advantage of Mr.

o

Garnsey’s supervision on the dicmantling and rebuilding som: variations

2
occurred. Presant-day measurcments vary from both previously noted sveci-
fications, the building beint now accurately determined as 347 1 3/4” x

7

227 C 3/8~”. Pessibly however the difference may lie cnly in lack of

~3J

conrlete accuracy in lajor Symingtcn’s measurements of the “Encine and

Cuard llouse.”

74. Treasurer’s Report, Storer Collegz, Year endins April 3C, 19C9.
These papers made available by courtesy of lirs. John lewcomer, Trustee

of Storer College.

75. Mornina Star, Cctober, 121C, Storer Collece File. These papers made
available by courtesy cf Irs. John liewccmer, Emsbee of Storer Ccllace.
Diiginess Ma«u,e‘r

76. i35 Architectural Team measured drawings, 196G, =2CDC, Phila., Pa.

Iaterview of writer with lr. Archie Franzen, ECDC Resideni Architect
" ¥
of Ilarpers Ferry llational lionumnent, sfucust, 1961,

_
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Reversed position of Fort as rebuilt at Storer Collecc
with guard house on left of entrance facade, endine

house on ricght. 1914 ghetograph.

IIF-606
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#John Brovm’s Fort” reerecied on Storer College

Campus. 1924 photograph.
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In the process of rebuildiny at the College Lhe rosition of the
Fort was exactly reversed, placing the guard house at the left or west

=

end of the building and the firs engine house on the right. This places
closed windows in the right gable, cren windows in the lefi, where the
reverse was originally true. Also it puts the wooden docr replacement
for the stolen iron door of the guard house at the I:ft of the entrance
facade, instead of righl as our early photos show. However, these minor
78
details can be corrected in future removal to the original site.
Beginning his presidency of Storer College in September, 1899, Dr.
Eenry ©'. IcDonald, a white man who devoted his life to wers ameng Hegroes,
actively promotad the interest of Storer Cecllege and the “John Brown
Fort’” by personal correspondence and circulars. OCn February 12, 1813,
he issued a single-feld broadside, containing a picture of the “Fort”
and a printed apreal for contributions to a $10600 fund to make the relic
a w2ll-stocced muscum. ‘“Lreasurars’ reports through succeeding years
chew censtant contributiens to the “Fort” in small checiks but the Fuscum
crew slowly, a boos here and an artifact there, mestly donated throuch
varsonal effort of Dr. licDonald in correspondence with friends of

79
Storer College.

78+, Personal interview of writer with Mr. Archie W, Franzen, ECDC,
o - ; = s

Resident Architect at Harpers Ferry National Monument, Aucust, 1961.
79. Storer Ccllece Treasurer’s Reports, lcanad to writer by Mrs. John
Lewcomer, Trustee of Storer College.

19
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Lebuilt “Fort” at Storer Collega. Note
change in lecation of entrance doors, watch
hcuse section now on left, fire encine
house with remoining iron doors on right.
Vhite rectangle is plaque presented by

alumnas of Storar Collegaz.

NMP-1C27
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¥
An interesting series of letters appears in 1938, when Dr. licDonald
commissionad a certain rRev. Joseph 7. Helmes to “liepresent the Collece
in acyuiring fer this instituticn any and all relics of Yoriktown and

vicinity, to be sent to the college and publicly exhibited in the lMuseunm
’ e & -

80
of this institution.” Rev. Holmes was a merber of C. V. Company,

Camp FHP-4-Va, staetioned at Yorstown. XA letter to Rev., Holmes’ Commander
81

enlisted his surport cf kev. Holmes® efforts to collect mementos
Dr. lcDonald also interested himself in the history of the “Fort”,
corresponding during ensuing years with the Chicago Historical Socisty,

Chicaco Tribune and admirers of :ate Field. Iowever, withcut access to

©

lzgal papers concerning the buildinn,these sources could only reiterat
82
traditicn.

Dr. McDonald’s correspondence throughout the vears with Mr. Bevd 3.
Stutler, however, yislded many interestincr bits of information which
have been vrevicusly noted in this report. In May of 19832, Dr. McDonald
wrote Mr, Stutler concerning a tablet pronffied by the H.1..1.C.F. to be
rlaced on the walls of the old #Fert”. 3ecause of the phrasing of the

subnitted inscripnticon, this tablet was resjected, but another presented

83
by the alumnac of Storer Ccllege was installed with due ceremony.

80. Dr. H. T. McDonald to ¥Whom It May Concern, May 27, 1938, Storer
College Parers, 1924-1938, .92, Item#l275, HFHL,

81. . 7, MMcDonald to rirst Lieut. Reese, Storer Ccllece Parers 1924-
1938, p.l0C, Item #1276, IFEil.

82. ilclonald-Stutler Correspondence, IFill.

83. DBoyd B. Stutler to Dr. Henry L, McDonald, HMay 11, 1932, licDonald-
Stutler Corresmondence, Vol. V, n».332, HFNE.
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Dr. licDonuld kept up an active correspondence with descendants of

John Brown, promoting a number of valuable contributions tc the Fort
84
Museum. Et the time of the sale of Storer College effects in 196G,

items which had heen 1@Qned for disrvlay ware returned by the Trustees
to their owners, and the balance of the ccllcction was sold at public
auction, duly advertised in local pavers. Proceeds from the sale of

museum items were included in assels of the College. Present ruseum

itewms are loaned by a vrivate muscum newly installed at the outsxirts

m

of Harpers Ferrv, to lirs. Willie T. kMoore, who now cperates the “TFort”
85
as a private souvenir shoyp, with permission from the College Trustees.
Visitor interest in the building’s histcry is exceedingly high.
Return of i1he historic relic to its oricinal foundations near the

Potomac will end an eric Cddessy and hecin a new chapter in the story

of John Brown’s Fort.

84, IMcDoneld Correspendence, HFGM,.

85 Personal interview of writer with lirs. John Kewcomer, Harpers Ferry,
" nal

Prustee of Storer College, fucust 1, 1961.

Beiziness Mamager
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1961 photograph of John Brown’s Fort at

Storer College.

Photographer Jack Boucher

NHF-1621
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Jead, Nathan Coff, Commissioner, to United
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This Deed. made this 17th day of April 1877, between Hathan Goff,
Jjunr as Cemmissicner of the District Court of the United States for
the District of West Virginia, of the first part, and the United States

of America, of the second part,

thi
b

Witnesseth~that whereas by a Decree of the District Court of the

United States, for the District of wWest Vircinia, rendered at Vheel-

ing in said District, in the chancery cause of the United States vs.

the Harpers Ferry Water Power and Manufacturing Company, Francis C.
Adams et alia, on the 158th day of September, 1873, it was among other
things adjudged, ordered and decreed that Hathan Coff Jr. who was ar-
peinted @ Commissioney for the purpose, should sell at public aucticn,
at Harper’s Perry, in West Virginia, the water Power entire of the
Potomace EKiver, as fully described in the 8i1l1ll and vroceedincs of said
chancery cause, and whereas, i1l was also prcvided in a Decree rendered
by said Court on said 15th day of Septemier, 1873, at Vheeling in the
chancery cause of thf United States vs. Prancis C., Adams, ot al. (lo.

1) that Mathan Goff Jr. as such commissioner should also sell at public
auction, at Jarper's Ferry aroresaid ®the uater Powsr entire of the
Shenandaah River” as fully describeda in the bill and wroceedings of said
last mentioned Chancery Cause~and whersas the said Hathan Goff Jr. Com-
missioner aforesaid, in said Chancery Cause, did on the 28th dav of
September, 1876, after having previously advertised ths time, place and
terms of said Sale, as required by lhe terms of sald Decree aforesaid,
offer for sale at rublic auction, at Harper®s Ferry, on said tracts of
land, the said property so decreed to be sold-and at said Sale the
United States of America, being the highest bidder therefor became the
purchaser of said *Water Power entire of the Polomac River”™, at the
price of Fifty five thousand Dollars (.053,00C.-) and the said United
States of America, being also the hicghest bidder at seid Zale, became
the purchaser of said "Water Power ealire of the Zhenandeah Liver,” at
the price of Fifteen Thousand Dollars (415,000) and Whereas by another
Decree of the said District Court rendered in saild above mentionad
Chancery Cause against sald Harper’s Ferry Vater Power and Hanufactur-
ing Company, on the 12th day of Decemeer, 1876 said Szle of said "“Water
Power entire of the Poltomac River™ to the United States was confirmed,
and said Nathan Coff Jr. was appointed a Cemmissioner to convey said
propertv to the United States, and whereas also by another Decree of
salid Disltrict Court rendered in said Chancery Cause against said Francis
C. Adams et al (lic. 1) on said 12th day of December, 1876, said sale of
said “vater Power entire of the Shenandoah River”, to said United States
was confirmed, and saild Jathan Goff Jr. was also appointed a Commissioner
to convey said property to the United Staltes. Yow therefcore in consider-
ation of the premises, the said United Staltes of jmerica, havino paid
said purchase money in full, as shown by sald Decree rendered in said
auses respectively on said 12th day of December, 1876, the said Hathan
Goff Jr. as such commisgsioner, doth grant unto tﬁ“ said.United States




of dmerica, said two tracts of land, with the appurtenances, richts and privileces
thereunto belonging, and all the right, title, claim and interest held by
the Defendants in said Chancery Causes-in and to said vrrorerty, described
ag follows: first “the” later Power entire of the Potomac River® as held
oy the United States prior to the Sale of said property in 1869, under the
conveyance to CGeorge vashinston in 1794, and thereafter by the Devisees of
Robert Harper and others-iacluding the site of the old Armory buildings,
or musket factory, Syrnes’ Island and islands-Z. 3. and C in the Polomac
River and lying between sald River, and the Sireets, and lots of ths town
of Parrer’s Ferry, as laid down on the map of sald nroperty used at the
Balz of 186%-alsc all the valuable water pover of the Potomac River at
said rlace, with the canals, dams, and other privileces, and the lots
with the ulldlﬂwu thereon, emoraced in lot lic. 1, cn said Sale map of
869-as fully described and set forth in the »ill and rrocecdings of
said Chancery Cause of the United States vs. the Harper’s Ferry Water
Power and Manufacturing Cenmpany, Francis C. Adams &c. Second, all of the
valuable water power entire of the Shenandeah River, at Harver?fs Ferrv,
as held by the United States, at the time of said Zale in 18692, as fully
described in the bill and procsedings of said Chancery Cause of the United
States vs. Francis C,.Adans et al {Ho. 1) it beinc the intention to re-
convey and vest in the United Stetes the full and perfect title to said
two tracts of land, with all appurtenances thereto belonging as held and
enjoved by the Unif ed,dtakﬁu, prior to said Sale in 1886%. Witness the
following signature and seal the day and year first above written,

o

bt

Nathan Goff Jr. (Seal)
Cowmi ssicner
United States of fmerica
District of vest Vircinia, S5
State of West Virginia, County of Harrison, to wit:

Before me, Lee Haymend, a liotary Public in said County and State
rersenally came Hathan Goiff Jr. and acsnowledged the above act to he

his Deed. Given under my hand and notarial seal this 17th day of April,
1877, in my said County of Iarrison.

(L) Lee Faymond, Neotary Public

State of west Virginia,
Jefferson County, Sct. Clerifs Cffice of County Court

Cn the 28th day of April A. D. 1877, this Dsed of Bargain & Sale,
from Hathan Cofl Jr. Commissioner, to the United States, of America, was
received in said Office, and admitted to record.

Teste

T 4w Moore, Clerz of
salid Court

Fecorded in Deed 3Boox “E¥, pacge 285, =t seqy.
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Deed, .ilexander iicCue, Solicitor of Trsasury,
U.%ehe, to Thomas Savory. spril 12, 1887.
and

Deed, Henry &. Leal, Solicitor of Yreasury,

Ul wie, to Thomas Savory, Harch 2, 188,
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Know all men by these Fresents, That whercas under and by virtue of
the vrovisions of the Act of Conrrﬂss appreved July 4, 1884, entitled
&n et autherizing and directing the sale of the real estate and riparian
riqh%s now owned by the United States at Harpers Ferry, in the State of
sl Virginia”, the undersigned, the Sclicitor of the Treasure of the
'~ited States, caused the real estate hereinafter described, part of
2 same named in the Act aforesaid, tc be exrosed to sale by public
on c¢n the premises, commencing at one ofclock P. M. on Wednesday,
w2nty second dav of Octeber in the vear one thousand eicht hun~
elghty four, after havin: caused ruolic advertisement to be
made of the time, rlace and conditions of such sale for ths period cf
four weexs preceding the sald day of sale in the several newsrarners
vublished in the vieinity of the rreperty so offered and elsewhers,
selected with the consent of the Scerstary of the Treasury, the said
Secretary of the erasurv having duly prescribed the terms of sale, ac~
cording to the provisions of said act; And whereas, at the nublic sale
oy outery a¢oresaid, Lhﬁ said promises hereinafter described so adver—
tised and offered was sirucic off to Thomas Il. Savery, who was the highest
Bad best nidder therefcr at such sale, for the sum of Twenty five thou-
sand one hundred dellars and ..... cents, and the sald rurchese meney
and interest having been fully paid, How therefcre, wi That
Alexander FMeCue Solicitor of the Treasury of the United States, acting
that capracity herein for and on kehalf of t i
“muTlCu, and by virtue and authority of the said idct of Congress, for
and in consideraticn cof the said sum of twenty five thousand one hun-
dred dollars and ..... cents paid ov tha seid Thomas M. Savery doth
hereby release, sell, assion and convey unte the said Thomas H. Savery,
his heirs and assigns forever, all Lh, rich{, title, interest and es-
tate of the said United States of lumerica in and to all that certain
lot, plzee and parcel of land, situate, lving and being at llarpers
Ferry, in tha County of Jefferson, in the 3tate of Vest Virginia, as
laid down and designated on a plat of said Harpers Ferrv made by &,
fowell Brown, surveyor in the vear 1869, and recorded wilh a Deed made
by William «w. Belknap, Secretarv of vWar to Crren 3. Cheney and others,
trustees of Storer College, the 15th of Decenver, 13858, recorded amecnc
the land records of saild Jefferscn County, viz: the water power entire
of the Potomac river w1th a strip of land and bluff bordering that
river and lyving between the streets and lots laid down on the rlat of
Harmers Ferry of 1869 ’“*endinv from Shenandoah street to the west linc
of the United uia% x5 proparty, excepting a small irldngular plece of
akout a guarter of an acre at thz junction of Fotomac and Ridge streets
heretefore sold to Alexander Murrhy, Together with the bujldinns, water
wheels and other machinery and all the buildino stone and other building
ial on the ground the said above described property having been
eved to the United States by liathan Cofif Junr, Commissioner bv Decd
rril 17th 1877 recorded in the land reccrds of Jafferson County
+ Vircinia in Deed ooz E, rages 2805, 286 and 287, to which reference
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he United States of




is here made.
pranisas, tog
his heir

In Witne
zury as afore
is hand
e Treasu
hundred and

(L. &.)

Signed, seale
in presence o

Pistrict of C

To have end to held all and siﬂculdr the Foreceing described
ether with the appurtenances, unto the said Thomas [, Saverw,

F
rs and assicns forever.

)

ss wnhoreof the said alexander leCue, Solicitor of the Trea-
said, hath, in behalf of the saia United States of Mw“rica,
and seal, and affixed 1 h2 seal of the Office of the Soliciter
rv, the twelith d 1 in the year on2 thousand eicht

eichty seven,

A LicCue (Seal)

1

Sclictor of the Treasury

d and delivered
f

tebster Elmes
oclumbia

City and County of wWashington, Ss:

I, Webster Elm a iHotary Public within and for the District afore—
sald, hereby cer iify ani flexander McCue, Sclicitor of the Trzasury of
the United States, who executed, and whose name is signed to, the instru-
ment herete annexed, bearing date the twelfth day of April A. D. 1887,
perscnally appeared efore me in the District aforesaid, he beinc per-

sonally n@l“
acinewledaed

Znown to me to be the rperson who executed ihe same, and
that he signed, sealeq, and delivered ths game, and that

the same is his act and deed.

Civen under my hand and official seal this twelfth day of JApril

A. D. 1887,

On the

webster Elmes

Notary Fublic

roinia, Jefferson County, Sct.
7 the County Court

27th day of Juns 1887, the foregeing Deed of Bargain and

Sale was received in saild office and admitted to record.

Tests

Gerard b, doore, Dept. Clz, of
said Ccurt

For Themas 4. Hoore, Clerk

Recorded in Deed Boox .7, page 317, el seg.
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fneow all men by thess Presents, that whereas by virtue of the pro-
visions of an Zfct of Congress arproved July 4th 1884 entitled, An Act
authorizing ana directing the sale of the real estate and riparian ricghts
now cwned by the United States at Harpers Perry in the State of Vest
Vivoinia” the undersigned the Solicitor of the Treasury of the United
States, caused the real estalte and riparian rishts hereinafter descriked to
e esnoued to sale by public auction on the premises, commencing at one
ofclociz P.o 1. on VWednesdav the 22nd day of Ccetober Anno Domini 1884 after
having caused public advertisement to be made of the time, place and con~
ditions of smuch sale for a period of four weeks next preceding the said
day of sale in the several newspapcers published in the vieinity of the
property so offered and elsewhere selected with the consent of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, the sald Secretltary of the Treasury having duly
prescribaed the terms of sale acccrding to the provisions of said act;
And vhereas, at the public sale cr cutcry aforesaid, the said premises
and riparian rights hereinafter described so advertised was struck off
to Thomas II, Savery who was the hichest bidder therefor at such sale for
the sum of cight hundred ana ten deollars, and the said purchase monevy and
nieres% having been fully paid; Fow th urbfore, Witnesseth: that Tenry 3.
al Solicitor of the Treasury cof the United States acting in that capra-
v hereinfor and on behalf of the United States of America end by virtue
d authority of the said Act of Congress for and in consideration of the

N

aid sum of eight hundred and ten dollars vpaid by ithe sald Thomas .

a = e

e
i
n

o

avery his heirs and assicns forever all the ricght, title, interest and
iu+c of the said United &lates of America in and to that certain lot,
ti ece, and parcel of land siluate, lying and being at Harpers Ferryv in
the County of Jefferson in the uLdLQ of 7est Virginia and the water

vower privilegss and riparian rig¢hts of the Shenandoah river owned by

the United States known and advertiseu at such sale as lot two the water
powar of the said river and the site of the old riflie factory or Hall’s
Tifle works, the said land being more particularly wescribed as follows,
Beainning alt an aucer hole in the point of a rock about twe poles frow
the canal on the Morth side of Shenandoah Street a corner to the cornmora-
tions of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar being at the west line of Boundary
street, and is the point of compromise between the United States and Hajor
Ceorge Rowles in a suit pending in the Circuit Superior Court of Law and
Chancery for Jefferscn County in the vear 1827 (sze ficure 1 in the plat
hereto anwbxea} running thence with a compromise line along Shenandeah
Street o 430 Lest 23.5 prolas to a stone at the edge of the Canal, four
poles above the point where the north post of the cld locx-gate stocd
{ficure 2), thence with another compromise line crossing the canal and
the winchester and Potomac Kailroad South 65° 457 Zast 17.3 joles to a
stone at the marcin of the Shenandcah river at the extension of the West
line of Zoundary strset (ficure 3), thence South 74% Zast © poles to a
stake in the water, it being the corner fixed at 28.2 poles from the

w ("]m

QYCuNOIC treec, a corner in the 125 acre patenl in a survey made for the
Uniited States in the vear 1827 by Willian Castleman Survevor of Iredericx

w
(&




Y te ‘

County and James M. Brown Survever of Jeo
ning the lines of the kutherford grant (f e
of said suvvey South 78° & 20 pcles to a stagf
thence north 749 : 23 polas to a staxs in
Eorth 389 30 zZast poles to the end of the
abutment on the “inches~er and Polomac hillIOQ
said wall zZast 5 3 roles to the corner of the
with the race the same North 1.9 peles to
{(ficure 9), fthence with the cuard wall at the
Island Horth 11€ Bast 8.6 poles crossing waste
wall (ficure 10), thence Horth 46° 307 10.5
in said wall opposite the Locks (Figure 11) then
7.6 poles to forked Sycanore tree standing

Island {figure 12), thence crossinge the Beat
North 10° 457 w 4.7 poles to the north side
South line of Shanandoah Street {(ficure 13) th
Scuth 79° 157 lest 16.6 noles to the head of L
side of the wall (figure 14) thence along the
South 86° 157 West 14.8 poles to the Zast uﬁu
1 at an ancle in the same {ficur
soint oppesite the HMiddle
Tierks®” {ficure 16}, the
and near a sclid rocxk in the
following the curve of the wall 10.9 rnoles ic
of Boundery street extended (Fficure 18) and fi
Horth 4.3C Zast 1.8 peles te the begianing, co
one rood and lten perches more or 1
rremisss made by Fowell Brown Surveyor
Vircinia on the 28th day of February 1885
reto and mads part of
“ni privileges in and la
were conveved to the Unitsd States by John &
June 27th 1833 recorded in Deed Doci 18 nag
ferson County aforesaid to which reference is
description, tocether
courses, richis, libsrties,
real estele and water power
inc. Lo have and to hold the
wereinbefore mentionsd unie th
sions forever.
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In witness whereof the said Henrvy
has set his hand and seal and affizad the
March 4. D. 1885.
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ocunty Vircinia in
thence wilh
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District of Columbiz, Ss:

1. Webster Elmes a Hotary Public for
that FHenry &. Heal, Scliciter of the Treas
executed and whose name is signed to the D
Znd 1885, rcrsonally arpeared before me in
that he 31uneu, sealed and delivered the s

ana deed,

witness my hand and notarial seal th
1885,

{I.. ©.) Webster
[21e}
The United States of fmerica
To: Survey of Shenandoah rroperty
Rifle Factorv”

Becinnine at an auger hele in the poinl of
the canal”, on the north side Shenandea
perations of Harpers Ferry awd 4371Vdr be
Boundary slre and is the point of compr
and Haj. George “owles, in a sult pending
of Law and Chancery for Jefferson County

the plat hereto anncxed) running thence s

Shenandoah street S 46° W 23.5 poles to a

at Harrers Ferrv,

in the
wilh a compromise line,

g2 ict, her—by cartify
United 3tates who

eed hereto annexed dated March
sald DPistriet and acknewledoed

ame and that same is his act

cend day of March 4. D.

“neovn as “ilalifs

oy

a rocx "apout two poles
h street,
inoy at the west line of
omise between the United States
in the Circuit Supericr Court
vear 1827 {(see fio, 1 in
along
edce the canal,

from
a corner to the cor—

stone at the of

four noles above the point where the ncrth post of
stood (fig. 2),

thence with another compromise line,

the old Lock cate
crossing the canal,

and the Winchester and Potomac Railrcad &. 65° 457 B 17,3 roles to a
stone at the meryin of the Shenandoah river, at the extension of the West
line of Zoundary Street, (fic. 3), thence & 74 5 poles to a stake in
the water, il beiny the corner fixed at 28.2 p 5 from the Sycamore tree,
a corner in the 120 acre patent, in a survery e for the U, States in
the vear 1827, by william Castleman survevor of Fraderici County and
Jamnes 1. Broun survevor of Jefferson County, in running out the lines
of the Rutherford crant (fiv. 4), thence with the lines of said surverw
78° & 26 poles to a stake in the water (flr, 5), thence I, 72 E 28
roles to a stace in the water (fic. ©), thence U 33° 307 T 8.8 poles to

the end of fthe stone wing wall to an abutment cn the winchester and Fo-

tonac Kailroad (fic. 7), thence with said wall East 5.3 poles to the
corner of the abutment (fic. 8), thence with the face of the same North
1.¢ peles to the other corner thereof (fic. 2), thence with the cuard
wall at the lower or east ead of the Island I 11° Z. 8.6 poles crossing
waste way +o an angle in the well (fic. 1C), thence I 46° 3G7 E 10.55
roles tc ancther angle in said wall copposite the Loces (fic. 115, ‘beﬂc
¥ 78° 307 £ 7.6 poles to a forked Sycamore tree standing on the 1o
point of the Island (fiy. 12), thence crossing the Boat course, jus
below the Lecks 10% 437 ¥ 4.7 poles to the north side cof the stone
wall, at the South line of Shenandcah street (fic, 13), thence along

on
|92




said street 8 7¢% 157 W 16.8 noles to the head of the Locks, at the
Terth side of +the wall {fic¢. 14), thence alonc the north side of the
wall & 86° 157 W 14.8 poles to the east end of a larce stone on the
top ¢f the wall, at an angle in the same ({ic. 15), thence 3 85° U 16.5
poles to a2 point oppesite the middle of the old Bridge over the canal,
to “lall’s Kifle Works”, (fig. 106), thence S 86° . 22.15 poles opre—
site to and near a solid roc: in the road, (fic. 17), thence followinc
the curve of the wall 10.5 roles to a stone at the west line of Boun-
aavv street extended (fig. 18) and fzpa 1y with sald exiensicn I 4°

3067 E 1.8 poles to the beginning, containing fthirteen acres, one rood
and ten perces {183 A 1 K 10P).

Civen under my hand this 28th day of February 1885,
S Howell Brown, S. J. C.

~t ]

ginia, Jefferson County, Sct:
the County Court

ay of March 1888 the foregoing Deed c¢f Barwain and
in said Cffice and admitted to record.

Recorded in Desd 3ook 1Y, rage 420G, et seq.
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Dead, Thomas H. Saver

Ferry Paper Company.
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This Dzed made the Twenty-fifth day of June, 1888, Petween Thomes
., Savery and Sarah ¥. his wife, John F. Julcley and uqrtha 2. his wife,

o

Williom Luke and Rose T, his wife, Hevleit ¥, Armstrong and Lillie €.
Armstrons, his wife, lewis 2. Zrmstrong and Ida Y. his wife, rarties of
the first part and The Harrer®s Ferry Paper Company, a corrorticn duly
Chuft@f@d,ﬂ&ﬂbr the laws of the Stalte of West Virginia, party of the
sacond part, itnegsseth: That whereas at a rublic sale of the lands

and waler priv1 ages of the United States under an Act of Conoress ap-
provad July 4, 1884, held on the 22nd day of Gctober 1884 at Harner’s
Perrv, V. Va., the partiss of the first part hersto aareed tocether and
did become the hicghest bidder for zaid preverty and consented 'md di~
rected thet the lecal title to sald property from the United States should
be conveved to and hald by Thomas . Savery until such time as he sheculd
I called upon to divide and set apart their respective interests therein,
and the parties of the first part herete not desiring to have said pro-
erty partiticned off but desiring to convey it jointly to the party of
the spcond part. Now, Therefore this deed witnesselh that for and in
consideration of the sun of One Hundred Thousand Dollars {5100,000) paid
by the party of the second part unto the marties of the first vart, the
receiplt of which is hereby aciknowledeed at and before the enssaling and
delivery ¢f this deed the parties of the first part hereby sell, crant
and convey unio the rarty of the second vart the followings described

real estate being and situete at Harper’s Ferrv, County of Jefferson,
State of West Virginia, namely: The site of xhe United States Musret
Factory on the Potomac Kiver at said place, excerlting and regervinr a
strip of land from the same of 700 feet in length extending from Shenan—
dozh Street ¥. «. and bounded on the Horth side by the Potomac Fiver and
on the South side by the line of the land conveyved tc Themas L. Savery
as aforesald, by the United States Govermment, under aforementioned deed.
It being the saxe vroperty which was conveyed to Thomas IH. Savery from
A, MeCue, Solicitor for the Treasury by deed dated sApril 12, 1887, and
which is recorded amonc the land reccrds of Jefferson County, Vest
Vireinia, in Decd Boow Y, pace 317, to which reference is had for a full
and comrlete desceription of the premises &c. herein conveyed. To llave
and To Hold 1uu above dezceribed nropverty, cxcapt ih £ boiiio mentioned
and reserved as aforesaid, together with all es thereunto
belenging, i i ¢ ning unto the p-* of the second
nart, its forever, with covenanits ol Special
varrantv. Sitn win sicnatures and seals.

e 1—«1

Q,

\j

Thos, H. Savery (Zeal)
Sarah F. Savery (Seal)

John F. wuicley {Seal)
Martha 2. wulgley Seal)
Wine Luke (Beal)

Leose 7. Luke {Seal)

Mevleit ¥. Srmstrong (Seal)
Iillie G. armstronc {Ceal)
Lewls U. Zyastrong {(Seall
Tda . Arastrono (Seal)
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t Virginia,

es
ounty SHsi-

o

I, John hoconee, a Hotary Fublic in and for the County and State
aforesaid, do hereb: certify thet Thos, I. Savery, whose name is signed
to the writing above bearing date on the 25th day of June .., D. 1888,
nas this day acknowledged the same before me me in my said County. I
also certify that Sarah ¥. Savery wife of said Thos. II. Savery, whose
names are sicned to the writing abeve bearing date on the 25th day of
June 1883, personally appearcd before me in the County aforesaid, and
being examined, by me privately and apart from her said husband a
having said writino fully exrlained to her, she, the said Sarah F
Savery acinowledgoed the said writing to be her act and declared that
she hed willingly executed the same and does not wish to reiract i

<

J

o

f—

388.

(L. ©.) John Hoonce
Hotary bPublic.

2 of Delaware,
stlie County,

e
B

e
- u

I, Henrv J. Crippen, a iotary Public in and fer the County and

State aforesaid, do hersby certify thet John F. Uuicley whesz name is
sicned to the writing above bearing date on the Twenty-{ifth day of
June, L, D. 1888, has this dav uch.O“lﬁuﬂAa the same nefcre me in my
sala County I also certify that Martha E. ‘ddaley wife of said Jchn
F hose nanes are signea to the w”wtinr above bearing date

P. wuicley who
en the Twenty—Ff1ifth day of June, 1883, :
in my Countw aforesaid, and kvlng
from her said hushband and havine ned to her,
ske the said Marthe Z. <uoley acxkncwle said writing to e her
act and cdeclarad that she had willincly exsculed the sans and does not
wigh to retract it.

it

conally 1vr>drsd before me
5 Q1\- 4}".‘3..?1.

re

Given under my hand and seal of Cffice, This Twenty-fiith day of
June 4. D. 1888,

(L. $.) Fenry J. Cripren
Lotary Public

State of Delaware,

Hew Casile County,

N
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I, Benrv J. Crigpen, a Hotary Public in and for the County and
State aloresald, do hereby certify that William Luke whose nate is

sicnad to the writing above oearinﬂ Qd* on the Twenty-fifth dav of
2 befors me in my

r'j'n

ig
said Countvy. I also c—rtigy *udk Hese T, Luke, wife of said william
Lusze whose names are sigaed to the writing above besaring date on the
ru nty-Iifth day of June, 1886, rerscnally appsared before me in the
“ounty aforesaid, and beinc examined by me privately and apart from
her saild husband and having said writing fully explained to here, she,
the said Rose 7. Luxe, acxowlsa doed the said writing to be her act and
declared that she had willingly executed the same and does not wish to

retract it.

a
June 2. . 1882, has th
e

i

zr my hand and seal of Office, This Twentv-Iifth day of

State of Dalawere,

Kent County, Sg;

I, VWm. . Hobgon, a Hotary rublic in and for the County and State
aforesaid, do hersby ceriif at Mevleit . Arnstrone whose name is
sicnaed to the writing above bearing date on the twentw-7ifth day of
June & D, 1883, has this day acknowledoed the same before me in my
said County. I also certify that Lillie €, frmstrong, wife of said

vleit . Armstrong whose names are sicned to the writing above
bearing date on the twenty-fifth day of June, 1888, rersonally arpeare
before m2 in the County aforesaid, and beling axamined by me private 13
and apari from her said husband and having said writing fully explaine

'

to ke her act and declarad that she had willinoly executed the same and

does not wish to retract it.

ed

ad

Civen under mwy hand and seal of office, this 27th qay of June 4. D.,
1888.
Win. li. licbhson

Hotary Fublic’

( I_ ® S;_‘ =

At

State of Pennsvlvanie,

Clinten Ceunty, o

I, 3. F. Ceary, & liotary rublic in and for the County and LLd 1forew

said, do hereby certify that Lewls D. aArmstrong whose name i1s sicned fo the

wrii1n~ above bearino date cn the Tweat-I15th day of June . J. 1838, has
is day acknowledged the same bafore me in my said County I also certify




that Ida M. wife of said lLewls D. lfrmstrong, whese names are sicned *o

ths writing ebove bearing date on the Twenty-fifth dary of June, 1888,

rerscnelly apreared before me in the County afcresasid, and being exa~

wined by me rprivately and apart from her said husband, and having said
sietal

writing fully explained to her, she, the said Ida ¥, drmslrong acknow-
ledoed the said writing to be her act and declared that she had willinc~

1y executed the same and does not wish to retract if.

P}

Given undsr my hand and seal of office 2¢th day of June, i&. Do,
1888,
(1. .3 3. F. Geary

Hotary Public

srson County, Sct:
County Court
888, the Fferegoing Deed of Sargain and 3Zale

©

State of West Virginia, Jeff
In the Clerk?’s Cffice of the
On the second day of July, 1
was recaived dn said Office and admittea to record.

1, EN
Tegta:

Thomas . Mocre, Clerk of sald Ceurt
By Carard D, lMoore, Deruty

Recorded in Dead Boox “2%, page 123, et seq.
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This Dead made This 28th day of July in the year One thousand

2lcht hundred and ninety one, between Thomas . Savery and Sarah ¥,
, nis wife, of Wilmington, County of llew Castle, in the State of
re, and John C. faigley and Martha 2. Guigley his wife, of Wil-
mington County of lew Castle State of Delawars, and William Luke and
Rose T. Luke, his wife of Kociland Countv of Illew Castle, State of Dela-
ware, and Heylert H. Srmetronc and Lillie C. frmstrone, his wife of
Philada, County of FPhiladela State of Penna and Louis D. Armstrong and
Ida M. Armstreong, his wife, of Lock Haven, Ceunty of Clinton, State of
renmgylvania, partizs of the first part, and Susustine J. Smith for
hinself and as Trustee for adouiram J. lolmes, John Boyd, Sheppard 5.
Rociwood, 3ishop w. Perikins, James II. C. Wilson, VWilliem %, Dudlew,

lfred Zucker, L. C. Mills, and Z. W, Clark, parties of the second rart,
as thelr interests may appsar

Adtnesseth: That in consideration of the sum of Five Thousand Dollars
(5,000) tc them in hand paid, the said parties of the first part do

grant uato the sald marties of the seccad part with general warrantv, a
certain brick muildineg gcncwn as “John Brown’s Fert” tocether with +nu
foundation of said buildi ng anda all the aprurtenances, Tixtures and ap-
endaces thereunto belonging; also so ruch of the soil on which said
building stands, or as may be enclosed therein and as deep down as the
second party muay elect tc remove or taxe by this sale but not exceeding
a depth of one foot. Said building and other preperty to be removed
frem the real estate where it is located by second parties hereto, as
herelnarter provided., The aforesaid brics building so known and de-
scribed as John Brown’s Fort™, is located and situated in the Town of
Harper’s Ferry, in the County of Jefferson and State of lest Vircinia,
ambracing the east seven hundred feet of what is ikneown as “The United
States rhusket Factory®™, and is further and more particularly located
sand described as follows:—~ namelv,

4
1

.

Comnmencing at a point in said town of Harpsr’s Ferry where the north
line of Potomac Street and the west line of Shenandoah 8treet inter—
sect and running thence in a westerly direction along the north line

of said Potomac Street seven hundred feet; thence in a northerly di-
rection perallel with Shenandeah Street to the Potcmac River; thence

in an easterly dir ction alony said river seven hundred feet: thence

in a scutherly direction and along the west line of Shenandoah Street
to the plece of beginniny; which plat of ground is intended to include
and =nclose the bricik structure or buildias xncwn as “John Browmfs
Fort®., Sald real estate being a portion of the same land thal under

an fet of Conoress, approved July 4th, 1884, was sold at public aue-
tion on the 22nd day of Cctober, w8u&, at Harper’s Ferry, Vest Virginia,
to Thomas . Savery, as the nicheslt and best bidder thereror, and being
alsec a nortiocn of the same nrop“rt) conveved to said Thomas H. Savery
from A. MeCura, Scliciter of the Treasury of the Uniled States, by

3




sed dated April 12th, 1887, and which is recorded in the land records
F st Virginia, in Deed Zoox ™., pace 317.

In addition to the said *John Brownfs Fort®, the appurtenances, fiz-

tures, appendages and soil therewith cenveved by this instrument, the

salc wirties of the first part herein further c¢rant, leascand convery

to the said second party herein tne richt of way over the real estate

herein descrined for the purpose of removing saild property so rurchased

of said first warty, civing and granting to the second rarty hereto his
N 4o d

a

or their representatives, herirs, executors, administrators or assions,
1l power to enter and continue upon saild real esiate herein described
at such time or tiwmes as he or they may see fi1 and so long as may be
regsonably reguired by said second party, his or their helrs, repre-
sanvatives, executors, administrators and assigns, but not to exceed
the period of four months from the date of this instrumesnt, save and
axcept in the vent of said sscond party, his or their heirs, reprecsen—

tatives, excoutors, administrators or assi¢ns, becoming involved in

litigation with regard to said property so hereln conveyved before the
samz shall have been removed and all of it in which case sald second
party may have until sixty days after the termination of such litiga-
tion to remove such property and all the property so herein conveyed.

Said building and property shall occupy the land upon which it is situeted
free and discharced from all rent or money demana whatever for the oco-
cupancy of said land or for the right to remove said building and other
property herein describasd from said land.

The sald rarties of the first part ccvenant that thev have the richt to
convey the said edifice and building knewn as “John Brown’s Fort”, in-
cluding the foundation of said building with all the eppurtenances,
fimtures, and appendages thereunto belenging; alse the sell upon which
said building stands, or that may be enclesed therein to the dernth of
one foot Ffrom the surface of the ground to the grantee hersin; that the

O

and reyrresentatives shall have guiet possession of the
herein conveved free from all incumbrance; that they the said parties of
the first part will execute such other and further assurances of the

5

said propertv as may be reguisite to maze the title therelo cood, and

t hat have done no act to incumber the said property. It being ths
eg of the

second

~ r

true meanine and intent of this conveyvance to invest the partis
t
€]

S

known as “John Brownfs Fort and to insure the full and culet possession
thereco?, together with the right of removal of the said structure with
all its aporopriate beloncgings, to such place as the party ol the secund
part may desire with reversion ol the fee after the remcval of said
structure to the grantors herein.




ness the Fellowing sicnatures and seals.

Thomas . Savery {Seal)

Sarah F. Savery {Seal)

John F. fuigley {Seal)

. E. wadgley {(Beal)

Tme Luke {Seal)

Lese W, Lulke {SAQI}

Heylert I, Armstrong (Seal)

frs. Lillie G. hrmoLIan {Seal)

Lewis D. Armstronc (Zeal)

Mrs. Ida M. Armstronc {(Beal)
State of Hew Yori, County fo Essex33

row, a Notary Fublic in and for said County do ce rilfv that

avery whese name is signed to the writing ebove, bearing date
the 28th d v of July 1891 has this day acknowledgad the same before
me in my sai Count1

Given under wy hand this 10th day cf Zugust in the vear of cur
Lord ene thousand elchl hundrea and ainetiy—one.

YWe G. Browm, Hetarvy Fublic
Essex County, Hew Yori

]

‘tate of Hew Yorik, County of Zssex 3.

I, V. . Brown, a Notary Public in and for said Counts, do certify that
Saralh ¥. Savery the wife oif Thomas ., Savery whose name 1s sioned to
the writing above bearing date on the 28th day of July Eichtesn undred

and ninetv-cne, personally apreared before me in the Couniy aforesaid,
and hein:y examineq by me, privily and apart from her husband and having
the said writing fully explained to her, the sald Sarah ¥. Savery ac~
Imnowledged the said writinog to be her ackt and declared that she had will-

. ]

ingly executed the same and does® not to wish to retract it
Given under my hand, this 10th dey of fucust in fhe year of our
Lord cne thousand eicht hundred and ninety-one.
e S Bvown, Notary Public,
Essex Countyr, lew Yori

State of ew York, County of Essex, U3,

I, Dathaniel C, “oynton, Clerk of the County of Essex, and also Clerk
of the Supreme and County Yourts therein, (the same being Courts of
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V. . 3rown, whose
.

Record) do hereby certify :
nowledgnment of ihr

o
the certificate of nroof o

ns 2
DY ACKACT

and therson written, was, ¢ Time of Taking s
ledement, a Hotary Public in and for said Country, wersin, com-

rmissionsed and sworn, and duly authorized teo take the same. JSnd, further,
thet I am well acquainted with the hand writing of the said Hotary and
verily believe the sicnature to the said c“ri%ilicate is cenuine and that
sald instrument is exszcuted and acsnowledoed according to the laws of
the State of tlew Yori.

In Testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hend and affixed the
seal of the sald Courts and County, this 11lth day of fugust, 1891.

7

i, C. Boynton, Clerk (Seal)
State or Fenna, Ceounty of Rli, S8,

, do cartify that &
the writing above !

I, L. C. Forster, a Hotary Fublic, of sai
s o 2
»r have) this dav acxnowl

., Srmetrong whose name {(or nanes) ars si
date on the 28th dav of July, 18%1, has {
the sane before me in my sailGe-

[CO
[SFRN
(U
Fei
joR

Civen uncer my Hand thi
i &1

s
Bne Thousand Bicht Hundred and

T e £ T % e TNy . CuCT
State of Penna County oi ol o

i3

W

I, i O. Forster, a lMotary Public of said Countr, do cert
0, 4omstrong, the wife of Meylert . Armstrong wiose name
i

C s sirn
She i -1ting above having date on the 28th day of July, Eighieen I
and Hinet~onz, prerscnally arpearaed beiore nm in the County afore
and beiang szamined by me privaetely and apart from ! misband and

gsald writing i u?ly thlaincd to her . the
3 3 -~

her

said Lillie ©. Armstrong
said writ to be her act and decl

T

ared that she had
etract it,

i 1

1 Tin
*17?1W Ay executad the same deed does not wish to

hana, this 28%} d:v c? July in the vear of out Lord

Cive b
1 ¢icht hundred and nin

cne thousand

(L. €. L. O, Forster
Hotary Fublic




State of Fennsvlvania, Elk County, ES2,
Common Pleas, in and for
the Countwy aforesaic, do nereby certify that . ¢. Forster Zsq whose

is cunscribed to lhe certificate of prool or acinowledgment of the

xed instrument, was ait the i tazing such preoof eor aCAnOVindQ%

an acting Wotary Public duly rimed to talke acknowledomant
of deesas, adninister ouths, dc. in ana for said County, duly COHdluoiG ad,
sworn and cualifiad, and to all wh cts as such full faith and credit
are due, and that the same cuted agreeably tc the laws of Fennsyl-
vania, and futher, thet I ed with the handwriting of said .,
¢, Forster and theat the signature thereto iz genuine

I, . &, Horton, Prothonotary of t

s
@]
Q
o
-
i

+ O
P

In Tos#imonv wharesf I have hereunto sst my hend and affixed the
= B

v £
seal of the sald Court at “idoway, the 28th day of July 4. J. 18%1.

(L. £.) .. . Horton Prothonctary

I, ¥, ¥. Fundson Hotary rublic of said county @

LrHstro whose name {or names are sloned to Cowrit

date on the 30th day of July 1891 has (or have) this dav acknow ed
the same bpefore ;

Ik

Civen under my hand this 3Cth davy of July in the vear of our Lord
Cne Theousand eight hundred and ninety one,

(L. &.) Femulus F. Hudson, Hotarv Fublic
tew Yoriz ClLHJ

State of lew Yeri, City and County of Hew Yori, 35.

I, lecnard *. the City ana County of kow York, and

alse Clexlr of Supremne or the swlu City and County, the same

beinc a Court of lecord, de hereby cerfif

Remulus K. Hudson,
vhese name 1s subscribed to the Certificate of the proof or acnowledo-
ment of the annexed instrument, and therocﬂ writi
of fazing such proof or aciknowledgment r
City and County of New Yori, dwalling in
and sworn, and duly suthorized fo tare th
am well sccuainted with the handwriting o
lieve {that the signeture to the sald cert
ment is cenuine.

2
same, na ifurther, that I

! 1

such kKetary, and verily be-
icate of wrool eor acknowledo—

In Testimony whereed, 1 h~'
zeal of the said Court ana Cour

hercunte set my hand and affixed the

the 30th day of Julw, 1891.

(1. 3.} leonard 4. Glercerich, Clerk




State of Pennsvlvaniaz, Ceunty of Llinton, 3.
i, ¥ plic of said county, do certifv that Ida

Se o CGeary a Botary Fu
Lyrmotrong the wife of Lewis

writino above bearine date on the dav of July Bighteen Fundre
and Ninety © ~&, rersenally appeared before ma in the County afore-
said and beine examined by me privately and apart from her husband
and having the said writing fully expleined to her, the said Ida 1,
Armotrong acinowledged the sald writing Lo be her act and declaired
that she had willinely ewxeculed the same deed does nct wisgh to re-
tract it.

™

Given under my hand this 31zt day

of July in the year of our L
One Thousand might Mundred and Finety Cpe.

b

(L. 2.)

. F. Ceary
Hotary Public

State of Fennsvlvania, Clinton Ceunty, S2

=

Ly

" Clinten aforesaid, do herebv certify that 3. F, Gearv, £s;. bef
whon Lha annexed Lffidavit was tax
an acting Hotary rPublic within and for the said County of Clinton,
sulhorizad and cualified to act as such; that I am well accuainted
his handwrifiﬁw and verily believe that saic signature is genuine;
ald instrument is executed and acuncwledced according to the laws
his uiQL . In Testimony whereof I have hercunto sel my hand and &
-he seal of said Lourt, at Locik Haven, this 3lst day of July 1891.

ok EA

(L. 5.) John F. Brown, Frothonotary
State of Delaware, County of Hew Castle, 55

I, Tenry J. Crippen Hotary Public of sald County, do certify t at J
P, {uisley whese name {or names) is sig¢ned to the writing above bea

Tl

D. Armstrong whose name is sicned to the

d

ord

John €. Brom, Prothonotary of the “ourt of Common Pleas of the Ceounty
fore
1, vas, at the doste therecf and now is,

dulvy

with

L P
that
OL

ffixe

ohn
rineg

date on the 28th dav of July, 1891, this day acinowledoed tha same be-

Fore me in ny sald Ceounty.

Civen under my hand this Beventh dav of Aucust in the year of
Lord Cye Thousand eicht hundred and nineiy cne.

(1. 5.) Benry J. Cripren
Hotary Public

cur




State of Delaware, Couniy of hew Castle, SS

I, Feter L. Iarty, Prethonctary of said County and Prothenotary of the
Zurerior Court of the State of Delaware, for the Countv of liew Luuilv,

vhlcm is a Court of Record, having :

J. Cripnen whose name iz subscribed to the Ceort

acxnowledoment of the annexed instrument, and the

the time of tasing such proof or hcwuoml Sloisioaek

and for said County duly comnls

1 ame, 4nd Further,

a Hotary Public in
fied, and duly authorized
to take the hr‘f T am well acouainted with the

80
handwriting of such

Hotary Publlc, and verily oelieve that the sicna-
ture to the said Certificate or Frooil of acknowledoment is cenuine.

In Testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto sel my hand, aﬁd arffixed
the seal of szid Court and County, at wilmingten, this seventh dav of
Sucust A, D

(L. 8.) Peter &, Hartv, Prothonotary
State of Delaware, County of lew Castle, S8

I, Hearvy J. Crippen, a Hotary FPublic of sal
Martha 2. wulgley, the wife of John F.
to thm Jriting above_ having date on the 2 iork
v One, rversonally anpeared before me in the counby
a$oro~1id and beinc éxamined by me privately and apart from her husband
n i e ined to be her act and declared
cuted the same deed dees not wish fo relract

W

Civen under my hand this 8Seventh day of august in the year of our
be

ud Bicht Hundred and ! one.

(I.. 3.) Tenry J. Crinpen
Yotary Fublic

State of Delawars, County of Lew Castle, 8L,
I, ?mwrv 5. C?iypen Hotary Public of said Ceounty, do cortify that

4

t
o the writing above be
s day acinevledred

5 sicned
891 ha:

1
»

,{A

Foo

1
i

&
i

n Lhn 2&'L day of July
ore me 1in my saia Count

Given under vy hand thig Seventh day of Jucust in the yvear of our
Lord Cne Theousand eicht hundared and ninety one.

L.l Fenrv J. Crippen
Kotary Public

(93]
o]




G Herty, Dvo*ﬁonotarv of saia Couniy and Frothenctary of %he
Court of the Stete of Deslaware for the Countv of Liew Castl

a Court of Hecord, having a Seal, do hereby certifs, ~nat
denry J. Cripnen whose name is subscribed to the Certificate or rroof
: 5
i

of acznowledament of the ennexed inst rumanL, and therein written, was
at the time of taxing such proci or acknowledgment, a HWotary Public in
and for said County duly commissioned and qualified, and duly authorized
to tase the same. And Further, that I an well accuainted with the hand-

T
writing of such Hotary Public, and verily believe that the sirmature to

N
the said Certificate or Frool of acknowledgment is cenuine.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set wmy hand, and affixed the
seal of said Court and County, at Wilmington, this Seventh davy of fugus
. D, 1891,

(L. 8.) Peter A, Harty, Prothonotary
State of Delaware, County of lew Castle, S8

I, Henrv J. Crippen a Hotary Public of said County, do certify that
Hogse . Lulze the wife of Williem Lug,, whesa name 1s signed to the

writing abvove having date on the 28th day of July Eichtesn Hundred

and Hinety onsz, 'ﬁ*sowa71y appearad bcPore me in the County afore-

sald and being examined by me privately and apart [rom her husband

and having the said wr explal
T. Luke acinovledged T i

that she had willinoly
tract it

,ZS

(Hven under my hanc this Seventh day of <augmst in the vear of
our Lord One Thousand Eicht Hundred and Hinolty one.

te of West Virginia, Jeffersen County, Set:
In the Cler:'s Cffice of the County Court

On the 18th day of lovembar 1891, the foregoing Dzed of Sargain and
“ale was recaived in said Cffice and admittea toc recore,

Teste,
Gerard . Hoore,
Cleric of said Court

Recorded in Decd Book Y7, page 180, et saq.
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Aot of Incorporation, John 3rown Fort Company

Inril 23, 1892,
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“tate o1 Illinois Department of State
. Peoarson Secretary of State

To Z11 to Whom these Fresents Thall Come Greetlinc:

whereas A Statemeni duly signed and acknowledged, has been filed in the
Cffice of ;he Secretary of Ztate, on the 27th dav of February L. D.
1892, for g Organization of the John Brown Fort Comrany under and in
accordance wi i the provisions of An fct Concerning Corporaticns ar—
nroved +pril 18, 1872 and in force July 1, 1872 and all acls aamendatory

o 4
‘hereo?, a copy of which statement is hereto attachaed.
ind, vhereas, a license has been issued to James II, C. Wilson, Farry
Libbey, John 3oyd, JAdoniram J. Holes and Wnm. V. Dudlev as Commissicners
to open bocks for subscrinticn to the capital stoci of the said comvany;

And, Vhereas, the said Commissicners have on the 28th day of April
L, D, 1892 filed in the office of the Secretary of State a repori of
their proceedings under Sald License a ceory of which report is hereto
attached.

Yow, Therefore, I Isaac of State of ths State
of Illinois, bv virtue of the @, by law, do herebyv
certify that the sald John Brown Fort Company is a legally organizsd
Cormoration under the laws of this State.

In Yestimony “Whereof, I hereto set my hanc aﬂ cause to be affixed
o 14

the Creat Seal of State. Done at the Citv of ESpringfield, this 28th day
of “ypril in the vear oi our LOVd, one thousand elquh hundred und 82 and
of the Independence of the United States the cone hundred and 16th.
Szal of the State of Illincis. I. X. Pearson

Aug, 26th, 1818, Secretary of Slate
This is to Cexrtify that James I, C. Vilson, cf Jowa City, Towa, Adorniram

Ja holkvv Boeone, Iowa, Jehn Soyd of Fella, Towa, Harry Libbey, of Cld
Foint Comfort, Vlrc1ﬂ1; Villiam W. Padley, of Richrwond, Indiena desire
and vronese to form a Ccrporation for precuniary evrofit, under and accord-
ing to the provisicns of an act of the Ceneral fssembly of the State of
Tllincis, entitled "in fAct Concerning Corporations™ aprrovad Arril 18,
1672, ana such other acts as may by amendatory thereof or Surplemental
theretc.

irst the name of the proposed cerporaticn shall be John Brown Fort
Ty

~J
[3N]




Second, The objects for which it is to be formed are the owning, con-
trolling and exhibiting of the building xnowmn as John Browm’s Fort, and
other war and historicel relics paintings, plciures, Staturary and cur-
iosities, and the giving of Stage and dramatic periormances, and such
other rublic exhibitions as the corporation may desire, and the leasing
owming and controlling of real estate upon which teo carry out the above
objcct.

Third, The carital stock of such corperation shall be one hundred and
fifty theusand dellars, and shall consist of fifteen hundred shares of
the var value of one hundred dollars each.

Fourth, The location of the principal office of the said cor
be in the City of Chicaro i1 the County cf Yook in the State

L s ‘

tern of existence of sald corpo

In VWitness Whersof, Ve have hereunto set our hands and Seals on the
tenth dav of Cctober, 4. . 1891,
James . C. ¥Wilson Seal)
Harry Libbey {Zeal)
John Boyd {Seal)

¢d0ﬂ1raA J. Hoimres {
Th. V. Dudley (S2al)

Pistrict of Celumbia
County of Washinoton 5B,

2. L. Vhite, a Yotary Public, do hereby cortiiy that Jawmes I, C. Vilson,
oﬁ Towa City, Iowa, Adoniram J. Holmes, <f Bocne, Ic Soyd, of

‘2lla, Iowa, Harry Libbey, of Old Foint Comfort, Virginia, Willianm W,
u¢le3, of Richrond, Indiana, personally znown to the same persons whose
nanes are subscribed to the forsveing instrument as having execuled the
same, annearad before me this d&y in person, and ackncwledcad that they
sicned, seal ared the said Instrument as their free and vel-

¢, and deldiw
s

&
. Ty A
or the use

2
and tarposes therein set forth

Civen under oy hand and officisl seal this tenth day of Cetober X, D.
1891
{Seal) 2. L. VWhite
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District of Columbia
To Isaac i, Fearson.
Secrcetary of State of the State of Illinois.
duly authorized lto cpen bociis of subscription io tho
‘ohn Drown Fort Company VLZSUQHL to licenss herx
aate the 27th day of bruary Je 1392 do Heyenv
paned booxs of sdhuscri to th capital stock of
i‘hd't the said stoox U&ls MJJ 1v subscribed; that the
2 cony of such subsoriv vime 13, the undersicne
saverally subscribs for the number of sharessat opposiie cur
raspective naues, to the cabi*al stoce of ths John °rown Fort Company
and we severally agree to pay the said company, for each shars, lhe
sum of Cne Hundred Dollars.
Hamnes Chares Anount
J. I. C. Vilscn 1- 215C.00
B. W. Ferkins 4360.C0
John Soyd 2150.00
S. S Keoxwood 2150.00
D, U, Leinbrol 215G.00
Sam D, Pryce 2150.06
L. T Holmes 2150.00

I, Libbey 2150.00

fuc. J. Smith 4 S375.00

Se S RKociwood i 123125.C0

Wa V. Dudley 2150.4¢0

That on the Eleventh day of april &, ¥V, 1892 at the office of George L.
Carnsey, Adams Zxpress Building, Chicacoe, 1 at the hour of 11
Cfcloc iy H. they convened a neetinc oz cribers dLOI@ind,
pursuant to notice reguired by law which wias derosited in

the post oflice, properly addrassed to o ten davs before

1 time fized therein a cony of whalch s follows, to witl:
e

Sir, wyou are h ocit of The John Brown
Fort Lowva“} ha a meeting of the sulb-
scribers of su 1 of Gecrge i, Carnserw,
Adams Sxpress b i 11th day of Arril 4A. D,
1892 at 11 Cfclecair 4. . for the 2 ting a Board of Directors

saild Company,

oY
ceenad Necegsary

such other business as mav be
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Sioned
James II, C. ¥Wilscn
Adoniram J. Holmes
Harry Libbey Commissioners

John Bovd
wWnm W, Dudley

That said subgecribers in person cr by proxy met al the ftime and place
in said netice srecified and proceeded to elect Direcitors, and that
the following persons were duly elected for the lterm of one vear viz
Low J. Holmes Farry Libbey

8. w. Peridns

We W. Dudleyw

J. I, C. wWilson

D. C. Keinohl

A. Je Solmes
J. L. C, Wilsen Commissionars

wWm W, Dudlew
Jehn Bovd

State of Illinois
County of Ceck 8S

Cn this day of Eleventh day of Arril A. D. 1892 personally appeared be-
fore me, a Notary Public in and for said County, in said State &, J.
Holmes and J. I, C. Wilscon and made ocath that the foregoing rerort by
them subscribed is true in substance and in fact

Loclwood IHonore
(Seal) Hotary Public

State of Columbia
County of washington &5

Cn this 106th day of April 1892 persconally apreared before me, a Hotary
Fbulic in and for said County and Districht, W. W. Dudley ana John Bovd
and made ocath that the foregoing rerort by them subscribed is true in
substance and in fact.
Z. C. Horican
(Seal) Hotary Public

Wo 1657.344 Filed feor Record May 4 1892 al ¢ A.HM.
John Stephens

Recorder
Recerded in Book 46 of Records, at Page 531-534
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Chattel M rtgage, The John Brown Fort

Cempany, L. T. Michener, Tr. 51801212,

July 12, 1893,
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State of Illinois, County of Cook
Document No. 1901212, Book 4326, p 219-221
Chattel Mortgage

Know all men by these presents that the John Brown Fort Company, a duly
incorporated Co in the city of Chicago in the County of Cook and State

of Illinois in consideration of the sum of flve thousand eight hundred

and fifty dollars by L. T. Michener as Trustee of the City of Washington

and District of Columbia the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged doth
hereby grant, sell, convey and confirm unto the said L. T. Michener, Trustee,
and to his heirs and assigns the following goods and Chattels, to wit:

The building known as the "John Brown Fort" and situated upon sub lots

2, 3 and 4 of Turner J. Carbrett’s subdivision of part of lots 5,6,7 and 8
of Block 11 of the Assessor's division of the N. W. §+ of Sec 22 Township

39 N of Range 14 € of the 3rd Principal Meridian being 75 £t W front on
Wabash Ave Chicago Illinois between 13th and l4th Streets together with
the fixtures therein and all the sppurtenances gnd personal rights there-
unto belonging, also the brick building known as the John Brown Fort proper
and attached to or standing within the above described building and originally
erected at Harpers Feryy Va., together with the chairs, desks, cases, guns,
relics; and other personal property used by and situated in the sald John
Brown Fort Company®s building asbove described also paintings, photographs,
lithographs, cogtumes, wax figures, stage fixtures and scenery, scene
reflectors- together with the lease hold interest of said John Brown Fort
Co. in and to the lots & real estate above described.

To have and to hold the said goods and Chattels unto the said Mortgages

his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to his and their goleé use
forever. And the mortgager herein for itself and for its executors snd
administrators doth hereby covenant to and untc the said mortgagee his heirs
executors and edministrators and assigns that said mortgager is lawfully
possessed of the said goods and chattels as of its own property; that the
seme are free from all encumbrances, and that it will and its executors

and administrators shall warrant and defend the same to him the said
mortgagee, his heirs, executors, administrators and sssigns against the
lawful claims and demands of all persons.

Provided nevertheless, that if the said mortgager, (John Brown Fort Co.)

its executors or administrators shall well and truly pay unto said mortgagee
his executors administrstors or assigns,; the sum of five thousand eight
hundred and fifty dollars ($5850) as shown by one certain Promissory note
of even date herewith, and due ten days after date and drawing 6% interest
per annum, and signed by B. W, Perkins of the said John Breown Fort Co. as
Vice President and attested by D. C. Beinhol as Secretary then this mortgage
is to be void otherwige to remasin im full force and effect

-T7 -




And provided also that it shall be lawful for the said mortgeger (John
Brown Fort Company) its executors administrators and assigns to retain
possession of the said Goods and Chattels and at its own expense to keep
and use the same until itshéirs executors administrators and assigns

shall mgke default in the payment of the sald sum of money above specified
eitber in principal or interest, at the time or times and in the manner
herein before stated. And the said mortgager hereby covenants and agrees
that in case defsult shall be made in the payment ¢f the note aforesaid or
if any part thereof or interest thereon on the day or days respectively on
which the same shall become due, and payable, or if the mortgagee his
executors administrators or assigns shall feel himself insecure or undafe,
or shall fear diminution, removal or waste of said property, or if the
mortgager shall sell or assign or attempt to sell or assign the said goods
and Chattels or any interest thereéin, or if any Writ, or any distress warrant
shall be served on sald goods and chattels; or any part thereof, then and
in any or either of the aforesaild cases, all of sald note and sum of money
both principal and interest shall at the option of the said Mortgagee his
executors administrators or assigns, without notice of said option to any
one, become at once due and payable, and the said mortgagee, his executors
administrators or assigns, or any of them, shall thereupon have immediate
right to tske immediate possession of said property and for that purpose
may pursue the same wherever it will be found and mey enter any of the
premises of the mortgager with or without force or process of law wherever
the ssid goods or chattels may be or be supposed to be and search for the
same, and if found, tske possession of and remove and sell and digpose of
the said property or any part thereof, at public auction to the hijhest
bidder after giving 10 days notice of the time and place of sale together
with the descriptions of the property to be sold, elther by publication
in some newgpaper in the City of Chicago, or by notice posted up in three
public places in the vicinity of such sale, or at private sale with or
without notice for cash or on credit as the sald mortgegee his heirs,
executors, administrators or assigns, agents or attorneys or any of them
may elect, and out of the money arising fromsuch sale, to retain all costs
and charges for pursuing, searching for, taking, removing, keeping, storing,
advertising snd selling such goods and chattels, and all prior liens
thereon, together with the amount due and unpaid upon said note; rendering
the overplus if any remain to said mortgager or his legal representatives.

Witness the hand and seal of the sald mortgager this 12th day of July in
the year of our Lord on thousand elght hundred and ninety-three

The Jobn Brown Fort Company
By B. W. Perkins, Vice President

Presence of D. C, Reinhol, Secretary

Cert: E, L. White, N. P.
Filed for Record July 14, A. D. 1893, Sam'l B. Chase, Recorder
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State of Illinois, County of Cook
Document No. 1901213, Book 434T, Page 367-3T0

Chattel Mortgage - July 1k, 1893

Know all men by these presents that the John Brown Fort Company, a duly
incorporated company of the City of Chicago in the County of Cook and State
of Illinois in consideration of the sum of Eight Thousand Eight Bundred and
Eighteen T5/100 to it paid by L. T, Michener as Trustee of the City of
Washington snd Distriet of Columbia the receipt whereof is hereby acknow-
ledged doth hereby grant sell convey and confirm unto the s&id L, T. Michener
Trustee and to his heirs and assigns the following goods and chattels, to
wite

The building known as the "John Brown Fort" - (duplicate form with Doc.
1901212, herewith attached)

-T9 -
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Chattel Morlgage, The John SBrown Fort

Company, L. T. ilichener, Tr. 71001213,
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fnow all men by these vresents that the John Brown Fort Company a
duly incorporated Company of the City of Chicage in the Countly of Cook
and State of Illinclis in consideration of the sum of Zight Thousand
Zicht Fundred and Eighteen 75/10C ($8818.75/160) Dollars ot it paid by
L. W, Michiner as Trustee of the City of Washinglton and Dist. of Col-
umbia the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledoad doth hereby orant
sell convey and confirm unto the said L. 7. hidchener Trusiee and to
his heirs and assicns the following CGoods and Chatitels to wii:

/ See Aprendix i, lc. 6 )

81




Mechanic®s Lien, Crne Construction Company

vs John Brown Fort Company. July 28, 1893,




State of Illinoils In the Circuit Court,
Cociz County. E£5. Cocox County.

Orne Elecltric Construction

Company

V5 CLAIM FCR LIEM
John Browns Fort
Company

William ¥H. Wegqy being first duly swora, on cath, says that he is
the Secretary and Treasurer of the Crne Electric Construction Company
and that the attached “Exhibit A, is a just and frue statemsnt of the
account due said Orne Electrict Construction Ce. from said John Browns
Forlt Company for Electric Material & Labor furnished said John Browms
Fort Company at th2 times in said statement mentiocned, which various
amcunts are duc and payable from and after the respective dates there~
cf; .and affiant says that the material in said statement menticned were
usaed in the construcltion and improvement of a building situated upon

e following described premises in the County of Coci and State of
Illinois, to wit: That certain »huilding located on Vabash
de
L

0

1 fve in the
City of Chicamo and known as #1337 and 51343, and called the “John
Browns Fort” being more particularly descrivad as follows sub lots 2
to 5 inclusive of sun of lects 5 to 8 inclusive Blocs 11 assessors

* sec 22-34-14

IZnd Affiant savs that there is now due and owing to said Crne
Flectric Construction Company from said John Brown Fort Company at
whoge requaest said material and Labor was rurnished as aforesaid, after
allowiny it all just credits, deducticons and set~offs, ithe sum of #1695,

]

for which amount said Crne gleclric Construction Co claims a lien urcn th
;’34‘

above described premises.

Subscribed and swora to before me this
28th day of July A. D, 1893 P
Frank J. Caulter
Clerk
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H John Brownfs Fort Co

YWabash Ave

‘LO (Jf\,;\u :: AQOTP,LC

Chicago,

OnSTRUCTION CC.

I

11., July 28th 1893

Telephone, Main 3992. 112 Eandolph St.
April 10 To Electric ¥Wiring as per Contract 8957 00
® sr s8 ( /')/ Lamps} aw 80 00
# 1 Bilver Lined ReXlector 40 ©O
7  Yiring & Ffurnishing 31 citra lights
as per ratio of price stated in
contract 178 8G 1255 80
# Putting in 200 Incandescent Lamps,
Tawing them down & replacing with
others a0 180 OC
Juiv 7 % 209 hrs time 80 125 70
7 31 w8 Halper 30 2 30
# Car fares 2 70
#1800 £t #14 OXonite Wire 2 36 0QC
o219 % 412 " “ 3 6 57
i 470 22 frlo ir e 4 lg oo
= 1000 * 16 « " 14 17 50
Ll lOG F 4 iE £r 9 9 OQ
2 #2587 Cutouts 100 2 ¢0
"3 42165 - 75 2 25
2 2135 * 160 3 20
# o1 L2885 60
# 1 Jack tnife switch 15 00
# 4 30 amp switches 150 6 0C
# 95 ft #14 Lamp Lord 5 4 73
# 14 Fuse Plugs 15 2 10
# 1 Compound 145 188
” Zgh 100 2 50
# o 92# Yire Solder 30 88
# 310 £t HMoulding 27 7 75
30 £t 37 Capping 2 75
# 200 Cleats #14 45 50
26 73 Sockets 30 7 8C
1 gro Screws 50
#  Alchol 25 284 28
Cr 1720 08
June 17 By Cost 10C CC
1620 €8
Interest on above 75 00
1885 G8
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APPENDIX A

Neo. 9

Bill of Complaint, Louis T. Michener,
Trustee, Complaintant; Olds and Griffin,
Solicitors for Complaintant., July 12,
1893,
and
Indenture, Sarah M, Hutchinson and Shep~
pard 8. Rockwood. October 31, 1891,
and
louis T. Michener, Trustee, vs The John

Brown Fort Company et al. March 5, 1894,
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APPEIDIX 4

Hewo 10

.

Deed, Alexander Murrhy et ux to Fate Field.

July 23 1885




Alexander Murphy and Wife

This deed made this 23rd day of July 1895 between Alexander Iurphy and
Mary Murphy of the town of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County, West Virginia
the first part and fate Field of the Citv of Washincton District of
Columbia, trustes of John 3rown®s Fort and land, party of the second part.

Witnessath: at the party of the first part, for and in consideration
of the sum of one dollar lawful money of the United States to them in
hand paid by the warty of the second rpart, the receipt of which is hereby
acknowledged, do by these present g¢rant, sell and coenvey unto the said
party of the second part the following described land, Beginning at a
lccust tree standing in what is known as “Murchy?fs Bacik Field™ and run—
ning thence S 17 3/4 degrees ¥ 28 32/100 perches, thence S 74] perches,
thence N 75 S5 perches, thence ¥ 63, decrees B 6 4/10 perches, Thance
I 65)- £ 6 perches, thence I 79 decrses W 35 32/100 perches to the begin-
ning, containing (5) five acres of land more or less, it being part of
the land deeded by Bdmond Chambers to John G. Cockerel and frem Cockerell
{sic) *o ilexander Murehy Sept lst 1869, and entered amons the land re-
cords of £ferson County viest Vir0111a and situated on the bluii nort

2

of the uhuﬂﬂﬁ@@dh River near t town of iarp»;s Perry and survevad by
Praston Z. Miller surveyor

1.1
L

[

Loy
]
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et
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2

To Ilave and to hold the same with all the richts and privileces thereto
belonciag unto the sald party of the second bart her heirs and assigns

forever, and the sald party of the second part hereby covemants and e~
grees to and with the said party oif the first part, that in the event of
the failure of the return of the John Brown’s Fort from the Ciivy of

Chicago 111 to Harpers Ferry Jeiferson County West Virginia and the o-
rection of h same _upon the land specified in the foregoing instrun
then this deed to ke null and void and the land revert back to the sald
party of the first prart.

t

w

In testimony whereof the said varties have hereunto set their hands (~)
:1s the day and yvear first above written.

Alexander Iuro! (Seal)
Mary Murrhv Seal)

Certified: . V. Daniels ¥Hotary Public
Test: W. F. Alexander, Cleri of Said Ccurt

Deed Bock 91, rn.473-474, Jefferson “ounty Court House, Deed of B3&S
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B8i11 of Complaint, Alexander Murrhy vs J.

D. Billmyer, Sheriff. Hovemper 27, 1901,
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T8 THE CIRCUIT CCURT OF JEFFZESCH CCURTY, wWBST VIRCIKIA
ALEX MURPHY
V&.
J. D

BILIMVYEL, Sherifl of Jefferscn County, Committee ifdministrator of
Fizld, deed, and the unknown heirs of fate Field, decd.

.

sate F 1d,
This cause coming on to be heard this 27th day of Hovember 1901, uron
the bill filed at Cctober Rules 1901, and rrocess only served upen J.
D, Billmver, Sheriff Committee Administrator of fate Field, decd, as to
whom the bill is tazen for cenfessad, and order of rublication duly
published, posted and complsted as to the uniknowm heilrs of Xate Field,
decd, as to whom the cause is set for hearineg, was argued by Counsel,
and unon consideraticn therecof, it is adjudged, crdered and decreed that
this cause ke referred to Clzon licore, a commissioner in Chancery of this
“Yourt with instructions lto ascertain and report upon ths followino matter

1st. Lo se 1tle the administraticon account of J. D. 3illmyer Admr. of
irate Field, decd, 2nd To ascertain what real estate the said Xate Field
died siezed of in the County of Jefferson, 1itfs value and annual rental
value. 3rd, Te convene the creditors of the said Hate FPleld, deceased,
ancl agcertain their amounts and priorities, 4th, To report uron any
other matters deened pertinent by himeelf or regquested by any of the
partiaes.

2/ 5. Bovd Fauliner
JUDCE

[
N
£




Court Crder, Alexander Hurrhy vs Kate

Fieldfs Administrator ot al. February

11, 1902,

fd
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IW THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JEFFsSkeCH COUNTY, WEST VIRGIRIA

;J.&.*’ e d L

ALEX MUERPHY
KATE FIgLofl Aik. adin OTHEkS

This cause coming on to be heard this 11th day of Februarv 1902, uron
the papers formerly read therein and the report of Commissioner, Clecn
Moore, returned and filed on the 1lth day of February 1902, wiih the
depositions of w. &. HMerchant and Jochn Rosemberger, returned with said
report, and there being no excertions thereto, the same is approved and
confirmay, and 1t appearing from said report that sate rField, decd. is
indebted to the rlaintiff, &lex Furvhy, in the sum cf 51116.00, which
is the only debt presented against herecstate it is adjudged, ordered
and decreed that the said flex lurphy do recover of J. D. Billmyer,
Sheriff Comnmitte Administrator of Kate Field, decd., the sum of 111€.00,
with interest therszon from this dafte until paid, and it further appear-
ing from said report that no personal estate of the sald iate Field has
coma intc the hands of said Administrator, bult thet the said Kate Field
was siezed and possessed of five acres, more or less, cf land in Jeffer-
sen County, West Virginia, conveyed Lo her by Alex Murphy and wife, by
dead dated July 23rd 1885, a copy of which is filad in the bill, on which
has 2n arected a building known as “The John Brown Fort™, and it further
appearing to the Cecurt, that it will be n=scessary because of no personal
estate, to subject this real To the payment of the said debt of Alex
turrshy, contracted for services and expenses, uron said land and FPort,
and it further appearins that the rents and profits from said land for
five yvears, will not be sufficient to rnay said debi, it is thercfors
adjudced, ordercd aand decreed that unless the administrator of Late
Field, wecd, cr her unzncwn heirs at law, or some one for them shull

pay to the plaintiff, the debt in the bill and preceedings menticned,

within thirty days rfrom this date, that ,Fcrrost e Brown be and he
is hereby appecinted Srecial Comalssioner, with instructions to make

sale
of saild tract of land, with the Fort and improvements thereon, al eigher

[N

nrivate or public sals, on terms of one-third cash, balance on or before
one and two vears after date, in twe sgual paymenis, teking the bonds of
the murchaser for deferred pavments, bearingy interest from date and pay-
able on or befors one and two vears respectively ana rescervinge title until
the purchase money is paid. 40y sale under this decres at public cut cry
shall be after notice published once a week For four successive waeks in
sore newspaper published in Jeffersen Couniv. Eafore executing this decoree
said Special Commissioner shall execute bond ore lhe Clerikx cof this
Court, with arproved security, in the penalty of five hundred dellars,
conditioned accordiny tc lavw.

1

o~

3/ £. Boyd Fauliner
JUDGE
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Cettlement, Llexander urrhy vs J. D,
Billmver. July 25, 1802,

and
Llexandery Murphy vs Hate Fiald et al.

May 22, 1902.




Te T CIRCUIT COURT Or JEFFERSON COUNTY, YWaZT VIRCINHIA

J« D. ZILLIYER, Administrator of Hate Field, decfd.alc

This cause cominc on to be heard this 25th day of July, 1902, uron
the papers formerly read therein and the report of Forresi . Brownm,
Special Commissioner, now lemq by leave of Court showing that he had
disbursed the 2100.0C received from the purchaser, Alex Marphy, as
follows: Teo John . Daniel Clerk - $12.20. Yo Faruev g Advecate -
+11.0C. Yo same - 6.85. To Clecn Foore, Corunissioner - 56.0C. Dead
to purcpsser - 55.U0U, Com;lﬁuioas to Special Commissicner - 325.00.
wtor““”o fee tax ~ $20.00. "o Georce w. Haines, crder of publication -
$8.14. To Alexander Murphy, on dﬁbt ~ %€8.C1. The balance of the pur—
chase money amounting to $700.00 was $706.06. Total - 58004.00,., The
balance of the purchase money amcunting to $700.00 was creditied on his
debt, audited in this cause and there eing no exceptions to said repor
the same is approved and confirmed. £And it appearing that a deed has
boen made to the purchaser and the purpose for which this suit was
brought has bsen accompllshbq it 1s ordered that it be retired from
the docier and placed among the causes ended.

- 42 . .
/ . Bovd Faullner
JULCE

U
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I3 WHE CIECUIT CCURT CF JarrskSCH CCOUNTY, WeEST VIRGINIA

Al HURPIY

<
[

wATE FIELD, ET AL

This cause coning on to be heard this 28th day of Mav, 1802 - uron the
papers formerly read in the case and the report of Forrest W. Brown,
Special Commissioner, now filed by lzave of Court, showing that he had
rade sale of the land and “John Brown Fort® propsriy in the bhill and
proceedings meniioned to i}ﬁxander Huvnhv for the sum of Zicht Hundred
Dollars ia accordance with the the decree of sale and that the
said Alexander Murrmhy had complled with said tarns, but desire to pay
the entire murchass money in cash by paving the entire costs of this
suilt and sale amounting tce the sum of »100.00 znd having the balance

i sald purchase money creditsd on his deot, it is adjudos] crdered

nd decroad that sald sale be and the same is hereby confirmed and said
Forrest . Brown, Brecial Ceamissioner, is instructed to execute and
deliver a deed to the purchase for the sald preperty, and that oult of
Fea tax, twenty dollars, John I.

the fund in hand he do pay attorneyfs f
Daniel, ul ri, $12.20, Farmers Advocate Eleven dollars, same six dellars
and sicty cents - Cleon Moore ComaissicnSr’s fee six dollars ~ dead,
45,00~ Commissions to Special Comnissicner, 425.00 - rscording and ac—
inowledging deed, Z 7o and that the balance of said rurchese monsy he
de credit upon the debt audited of Alexander ifurvhy.

-

S5/ E. Boyd Favliner
JUDGE

nh
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“John Brown’s Cld fort.” The CGrarhic,

January @, 13562.
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D 5¢, there was begun, in a little villaw
conviuence of the Shenandoal: and Potomac rivers, whet mav virtually
considerad the last act in a national tragedy. For vears the praver
the slave secred to have failed fto move the nity of God and men. Tru
the rinming words of wendell Phillips ana of other anti-slaverv orate
had thrilled the Horth, and excited the ire of the Scuth, but John
Cssawotlamie Brown, of Aansas, a man unaducated and of rude extericr,
struc; the first blow in that memorable strugcle which lasted for four
loney years, Harrerfs Ferry wags chosed as the site for a naticnal armory
during‘? ashington?s administration, and the erection cf shops was begun
in 179¢. It was for ihe purpose of procuring arms for his IevoluiWO“TST
that John Brewn selected Harperfs Ferry as the scane of action, and

was wilthin the encine house of the arsenal that he - ;
hercic stand ageinst the militia of the stalte result

Sltheucsh John Brovn’s raild will never be rorgot
house which formed his fortress weuld, in time, have
decay or t the vandalism cf the relic hunter. Yo p
structurs, it was recently decided by a wealihy
rurchase axd remove the engine heuse, and the o
John Browa’s history, to Chicags, when the thousands ¢
Fair, will have an opportunity to view {heu.

To successfully accomrlish this undertakins, iir. Cecrce . CGarnsey,
archifect and editor of the Zaticnal Builder, was QquC¢a11v cormai ssioned
to rrocsed to Harperfs Ferry and personally sguvervise the removal of the
buildine. Last Hovember this work was successiuly accomplished, and the
forl is now in process of reconsiruction, and will be orened to the

public in dpril.

w that the animcsitie a guarter ¢f & century age have been

cloricus day. Yes, it is & “

alallcaLel, and John uro=“" an of freedom for the slave has become
a reality, the reverent scns nose who fell to free the slaves, and
the scns of those who died for “The Lost Cause,” standinco in the light
of the new era of peace and freedomr, may clasp each cther’s hands and rereat
with jovful ¢ratitude the last ”nrqa of the martyr John Brown, “It is a
o

lerious dav.




SPPELDIY B

Ho. 2

#John Brewn’s Fert in 1895,% Journal

of the Sccietv of Architectural HMistorians,
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Just & hundred vears aco, 13 Cctober 185%, kohert B, Lee and a
£ United States Harines seized &bolitienist John SBrown and
e little bana helad up in the Ffire encine house of the
o
[

115 desrerat

United Stetes frsencel at Harpers Ferry, Vest Vircinia., Scon aftervards
3rown was tried and hung, but ia the words of the famcus song

soul coas marching onf, Tha anortive effort to sot fres the

slaves helred trigeer the Civil var and the little brick Fort hkecane a
Famous landmars. whot happrened to it later dessrves meation in the an-

nuals o

Seyrmeur ¥. Frolichstein end Rugsell V., fleunz, archilectural students
at the Universiiy of Illincis, worked for the hational Parik Servieo at
Harrers Ferrv in the swmner of 1858, ”h’* pecame interested in the much-
travellad Fort, found cut how it gel to Chicase qUiiﬂf the verld?s Colum-
Dian Bzrosition, end senl us the Eo?’O"wnv information ~—zd.

John J. *linn, Standard Guide to Chicace (Chicage, 1883), r.132,
civen the fellowiny account:
Location 1341 wWabash fAvenue. The little brick builainag Which John Brown
dofended as a fort bravely out h0we?‘a,ly 11 ]uOu u»Qlﬁ L the combined
s of the covernment and tne 3t a frame

- L
Just rI“Q=GiWQ :
vally tiarocuch the instr
Tewa, who has gerved as Sarcent
purchdsed.by a syndicaete af
Perry wer

is of a novel desizn this a‘nouL sacraa relic ol days
13 scen. he fori was movead here y
zz~Congressman L. J. Holmes, of
Srms of the fouse. The 0u17u11“ was
after much dirficuliy, as the people of Harner’s

e unwilling to part with it. Defore the remecval, the buildina
was tern down with utmost cars, the varicus rarts were boxed geparately.
Upon ils arrival in Chicaro it was erected wilh eqgual care and the su
viging architect

K

Yo

b is authority for the statement lhat the slichtest differ-
ence cannot be found in the eonstruction of the building since its re-

1

moval. L1t is a plain subsiantial cne-story brieg uildine with a gabls
an Pelfrv. Its dimensions are 256 It leny, 10 It wide, and
14 7t hich. There are two large sguare windows in each

a
and, and semi-c

froulear transoms over each of the wide docrwsvs, bolh of
which are on one side, Large doors of wood with heavy iron plate frents
once swung onen for men who tolled for Uncle Sam in rullding,. In
the war one set ofthe doors was taken away, bub the cthar set remained,
almost rusted [ 1 The building is divided by a solid brico
wall into Tetuls > smaller John Brown used as a prison during all

his Ffichtine in




markable shtruc-

for S ’anuar 18¢2 Liiu""* ad th e
C of the llaticnal

Socording 1o the Chica rrinun, for 4 Fepruary 1894
orcucht off its oricinal si; #2C,0C0 and the whole operaticn of

moving it and setting it up cawo cost the promaiers anolner
1

—te

#40,000. It did not catch the ic fancy and after only eleven paid
adwissions were receivad, the cot was abandonad and want into re-
ceivarshir. & vear later th wWas ac¢WONTe cged a white elerhant

and threatened with beceming a stable (Chicaco 'Ii)hﬂl 1 ey

i
roers Ferry wanted it bacic but it was ulgccv:rbd that the o

@ was no longer available (Chicaro Tribune 5 JAucust

(]

k3
i
Baltirmore & Chic Railroad had built a line of tracks over it.

Th@ story of how the Fort did ¢et bacik remains to be worked out,

eturn it did--first to a =ite on the Shenandcal Kiver boitoms,

then to the campus of Storer Collece above the old town, where i;
ins to this dav as a fshrine’ oren to the rublic. The pr “%1c

w2t 1t back dﬁnn to the oricinal site near the Poto

Farii Bervice, which is now develcping the Harcers Ferry

Honument .
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Tha Chicace Tribuns

1882, #Jchn Brow
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Removal Cf The Historical
Zuilding To Chicacoe.

Carefu] work Results in Its Keconstruction Here Just as It stood

in Harperfs Ferry--Inclosed Under Another Koof It ¥Will RPe

Used as a IMuseum of Abwliticn Lelics-~keview of the shert
Strugele to Fres the Slaves--The Final Fight,

#John Browmfs Body lies e~mcldering in the grave,”™ but the little
prics building which the valiant soul inhaviting that body defended as a
fort bravely, buthopelessly, in 1859 against the combined forces of the
covernment and the 3tate of Virginia still standg, and it stands in
Chicago todav as it stcod at Harperfs Ferrv, Va., for the last thirty

Vears.

Inclesed in a frame building on Wabash avenue that is of ncvel
desicn, this almest sacred relic of the days just preceding the Civil
‘ar has been erected, and, within & month, the patriotic rcohT of

Lot o .
Chicago and +the West who hnave never vetl gazed upcn it or those wWho
desire to ! Foamdaln will be civen an orportunity to examine tids
homely but 1y iateresting structure. It is larcel
i 1y bui 1y dnt 5 ing structure It is largel
Congrassman i, Jolmes, of lowa, whe also served as Ser
h

¢

F

jwi

¥y

e

ceant-at-irms

R i 1S valu nle historical relic is in Chicago. Iie

.
ofthz?w&n ﬁwtt
~fg Ferry, and ecach time with renewed in-
hc thousamas who visited i+t Q1ﬁua1]f, coing
to rmuch trouble and 2 te do s¢, and he conceived the idea that
it would be ¢ profiteble enternrise to ourchase it and place 1 on
recular exhibition. e spoike te several of his wasiington friends aboud

L3

the matter, and they becanie interested.

a
terast. e had observed
el

i Q)

:

t was at last ’etermined to buv the buildinsy. Then an unforeseen
daifficulty arose. The owners were unwilling fo Qe71 or even to ulsc S8
the Lerms of a sale. The 3alitimore and Chio railroecad, which carried

T

train loads daily to Harperfs kerr} en account of the attraction of the
fort, asked that it be nol sold, The people of HWTLBz s Ferry joined
with the railread. DBut arcunmenis and pluds and bic ficures at last
orevalled. The owners gave an ovtion cn the bIOpﬂrfy and the Jchn
Brown Fort company was orcanizad.

Cificers of the Companv.

~Congressman Moles i1s President of

- -y

'r.
Chiof of the weather Bureau, Secretarv; J. II. C, Wilsgen, ona of the
- stant Secrctaries of the United Stales Saenai @
menbers ol the company are W, W, Dudley of |
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Michsaer, Indianarpolis; Senator 3. W. Periiins, fansas; Jchn Boyd of the
Norfoli Steamshiy line; Prof. A, J. Emith, ex~-Fresident of +He Harvland

~ricultural Collece; and ex-Longressman ilenry Libby of Virginia.

1, 1 :

The building was torn down with the uimest care, the var
being boxed sepaqu61V. Upcn its arrival in Chicage, 1t was
ot

o

erual care, and the surervising architect declares that 1f
di ffersnce can be found in the construction of the ailding now

it was when ii stocd at Harper’s Ferry he will return te the commany the
entire amcunt of his comzensation.

Plain and substantiel is the small, cne-story brick building with a
gablz slabte roof and an open belfry. I was a part of the United States
mn Factory and arsenal built at Harperfs Ferry in 1832. It is tweniv-five
feet lcnr, Tfifteen feetl wide, and the walls are fourteen Ffeet hioh. fhere
are two larce sguare windows in each end and seni-circular {ransons ovar
zach of the wide deorways, both of which are on cne side. Larce double doors
of wood with heavy iron plate front cnce SWung open for the men who toiled
for Uncle Zam in the little buildiny. In lhe war one set of doors wag taen
ot! set romains, almest rur LGd.f ot 115 hinces. The buillding
bri inte wwe rooms. “he smaller John Browm used

hting in the larcer ¢ne.

o patrict had Tought in Hansas until that bleeding State
was a free State ho determined that the slaves should be frea., Ik sub-
mitted plaans to the abolitionists of the Zast for the cverthrow of the
slave power and received their comrlete aprreval Uunev and eguirment

o .

promised him and were furnished him, toc. i sel
an ¢ld country house hich up in the mountains at uarper’s F

S
intonded to make the headuuarters of theprovisional government which he
proposad to establish. It was wsll fitted for defense It was excesdingly
difficult of approach, the way being over ravines and up almost precipitous
bluffs, The basement of the building was orf solid stans botween two and
three feet in thickness, From here Brown sent oult his scns ana followers
as r ting agents. The slaves who escaped were to e enrclled and

hor

.
8
i
o
v

¥ ., which were made at Chicoree, Mass., beincg bought with
rmoney furnisned by a man new living, savs Presidant liclmes.

Tig followers were wiven commissions by Brown and it was intimated
that they should command his forces when a sufiiciently formidable army
=3 slule frec-—

hould have been secursd, It is estimated that fully 2,
men and escaned slaves-—wzre r2ady to b2 called uron when his plans wore
discovered and 3rown with his Tollewers forced to premature action.
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Attack on Harperfs Ferry.

John SBrown’s army amounted to tweniy-three men, twoe ci them his sons,
when he made his attack on Harper?s Ferrv. They moved cquickly, The watch-

o

man was surprised and made prisoner. The Baltimore and Chic trains were
stepped and held for several hours. Frominent men in and arvund Harrer’s
Ferry were made prisoners and held as hostages, being cenfined in the
smaller room of the little building seized upon as a fort. Cne of the
hostages was Col. wWashington, a descendant of the Ffirst President.

Several hours pessed before the people and the ltroops stationed there
recoverad from theilr surprise and realized what was going on. Then a gun
was fired, tk shol returned, and Brown and his men cgathered in their minia-
ture fortress, barricadsd the heavy docrs, and for three davs held it
against the hrocps, firing upon them throush three holes made in the brick
walls. The Virginia militia was unable to accomplish anvthinz and the
United Sfates scldiers were called for. A detachment was sent under o mmand
of Rovert E. Lee, then a Colonel.

Jinding their firing in vain the soldiers improvised a battering ranm
and burst opsn thez deors. A sguad rushed ia, John Brown was struck dewn
with a saber, and John Brown’s rebellion was at an end. Cne son lay dead
at his feet and another lay dying. Arrest for treason, trail, conviction,
and death soon ended the mortal carcer of John Brown, “but his soul coes
marching on.*

The gun works were alternately in the hands of the TFederal and Con-
federate troops during the war, and after it clcsed were dismantled and
abandoned, Zarlv in the *70%s a paper company bought the buildings of
the government.

The Fort company propcses to throw the fort open to visitors in a month
vith appronriate ceremonies. Some distincuished Virginian will deliver a:
address, and there will be other exercises. ihe cnmndny will by that time
have a large collection of John Brown relics, anc John Brown and abolition
literature of all kinds, which will ke made & pa % of the exhibii
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Leecation 1341 Wabash Avenus. The little brick npuilding which John Brow
afended as a fort bravely but honelessly in 1839 against the combinaed forces
of the governwent and the State of Virginia. Enclosed in a frame buillding
that is of a novel desicn, this almost macred relic of davs jusl preceding
the eivil war may be seen. The fort was moved here principally threugh
the instrumentality of Ex-Congressman ~. J. FHolmes, of lowa, who has served
as Sargent-at-arms of the House. The building was purchased by a syndicate
after much difficuty, as the peorle of Harper’s I_rry were unwilling to part
with it. Before the removal, the building was torn dewn with the utmost
care, the various purts were beoxed separately. Upon its arrival in Chicago
it was erccted with ecqual care and the suprervising archiiect is authority
for the statement that the slightest difference cannot be Ffound in the
construction of the building since its removal. It is a plain substantial
one-story brick bullding with a ¢gable roof and open belfrv. Its demensions
are 25 ft long, 15 £t wide, and the walls are 14 £t hich. There are twc
large syuare windows in each end, and semi~cira lar transowms over sach of
the wide doorways, both of which ars on one side. Large doors of woed with
heavy iron rlate fronts once swung oren for men who lolled for Uncle Sam
in the building. In the war one sel of the deas was taken away, but the
other set remained, almost rusted from its hinges. The building is divided
by a solid brick wall into two rooms. The smaller John Brown used as a
prison during all his fichting in the larger one.
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JCE: BRGNS FURT TO GC 3aCi

It Was Hot an Attractien Here, and

-

So Did Kot Hearly Pay Zxrenses.

There is a vast differsnce between Chicago, I1l., and llarmer’s
Ferry, Va. VWith the lattér the celebrated John Brown Fort was once
the center attraction and for years it was the only magnet that
drew tourisis to the town. While the vorld’s Fair was in its early
incention a party of washington men came to the conclusion that the
famous little structure would ke their fortune in Chicage during +the
cxrosition and paid 42C,000 for it.

Q
h

ction of Harmerfs FPerry disapmeared--the traffic in

& [
allegsd Urlc;s om the old fort was a thing of ihe past. Long before

the eitizens of Chicazmo xnew that it was comiac it was incloszd in a
corrutated iron structure on Wakash avenue near Fourtesnth street.,
Zarly in @#pril, 1883, the anncuncamant was made 1l

1at the fort would
soon be open for =xh101L10n. Zx-Congressman Holmes of “ocne, Ia.,
was President of lhe company that operated the show and alsoc acted as
manager .

tan days the exhibition lived a nrecarious life and
then it died with a recoxrd of e1e13n paid adnissions and an cutlay of
more than $60,000. Ex-Congressman Holmes locxed the front door a“d
toox a train to Iowa. what to do with the c¢ld fort has een a subje
of consgiderable correspondence ameng the stocxholders of the John
Brown Fort company.

s

.

To rent the odd-shapsd bullding that sheltered the relic is some-
thing that has not been accomplished. Wwhoe ox rents it gets the fort
until Hov. 1, 1896, when the lease explres Somebody sent a rosia]
card down tco Warher's Ferrv stating thet t pet wap stranded. &
mass-umeeting was held, a subscription raise and af a nominal figure
an option has beeﬂ obtained cn the old stru h means that
it will sccon stand on its own old site arlooxing tl otomac. Chicago
or the world in cencral had no interest ' i its proper
FUrroundings.

L
TN

The vresent owners hope that somebody will rent the Wabash avenue
structure and cocnsider the fort of soms value until the ﬂxniratien of
the lease at $323 a mow*“ Then they promise to sent it baci to its
former home. sut should anvboedy turn up that desires to use the build-
ing without the fort the little 11» will immediatelv c¢ladden the
hearts of the citizens of larperfs Ferry.
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IGHCELE USE COF JCHI BRGIK YD FORT

Ao B
It +111 Be Turned into a Stable by
7
a Big Department Store.

The fawous John Brown fort at Harverfs Ferry, in which the most celebrated
zbolitionist of slavery davs fought and disd, and =brse menery 1s still
warm in the hearts of thousands cf cclored **omle cf this country, 1
scon fto meet a fate that is unworthy of such an interesting relic and
memwento in the histery of the United States. The building in which
it now stands on “Wabash avenue, Zetwean Thirteenth and Feurieenth
sireets, has been leasoed to 4. M. Kothschild, ithe projector of the new
department store soon to orsn at Ztate and Van Duren streets, as a stable
for de“ivery wagens and horses, and in carrying out the terms of the
lease the famous old fort is about to be moved in such a manner {that

5

it will become a part of the stable, It, however, may vet be saved
from an lznoble fate.

It will be remembered that the fert was brought to Chicaco by a
syndicate men from washington, D. C., who believed that it could be

made dorldfs Falr attraction, viving them fabulous returns for
their i tment. But frike many another “ecastle in the air,” built upcn
anticip results of the Fair, it was a flat failure. This was found

t dav the fort was opened to the public as an exhibition
at 50 cen* a ticxet, and as an aexhibiticn 1t clesed a few dayvs later.
Shortly afterwards & receiver was appointed for the company, which, in

time, had invested about 30,00C in the enterprise, the receiver
falling to ray the rent of thne ground by the torms of the contract the
lease was conceled and the improvemsnts on the property, including the
1d fork, reverted to the owner of the land, Charles L. Mutchinson,
“resident of the Corn Exchance Bani, Mr. Hutchinson is naturally pea-
tricotic and does no+ want to see the old relic co to decav. Ie has no
use for the old structure, but he would like te see it preserved. Althouch
pians have been made to convert it intc a stable, Mr. Hutchinsen will
alter those plans if any pariz in Chicago will accept and care for the relic.

This statement came from John C. McCord yesterday, who is repro-
senting Mr, Hutchinson in the disposition of the property and whe clesed

LN

the lease with A. ¥. Rethschild.

Mr. ¥cCord said: *Ir. Hutchinson appreciates the valve of this
little old engins-houss as one of the most interesting relics of an
imroriant event ia the history of this ccuntry, and would cladly see
it preserved as it should be. It is not his desire that it should be-
comz a stable. He appreciates that the prorpar place for it would be
its old home at IHarperfs Ferry, from which it was so ruthlessly wrestec




but this would require an exns nilture of a creatl deal or mnoney. Low
that it iz in Chicaye, he kelieves i1 should bz cared for here, and

offeres 1t as a frze olfit to any phD]’C park that w111 accapt and care

for it. It is a structure that will not reguire a custodian and but little

money to place it in wosition. It is now on hcuse-movers “bleex and
asout to be turned arcund acccrding to the plans we have drawn for a
stable,. 3But in the hcopre that the little building will be savaed this

fate I have ordered all work storred for a few davs and also that the
building be kept intact.”

This offer has been called to the attention of prominent Grand
Ermy men, who are talking about the advisapility of circulating a
petition among the veterans of Chicage asiing one the nark boards to
accept the relic.
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TC EEMOVE THE FORT

Kate Field Wants

John Brown®s Deeds
Commemorated

Addresses a Large Assemblage of Colored Citizens to Interest them in
Securiny the Reconstruction of the Post at Harper’s Ferry——Cne
hindred Dollars Subscribed to the Fund--Ciher Chicagoans Inter—

sted in the Meovement~-One Road Cffers Free Transrortation.

Prominent coclored rpeoprle of the city assembled at Cuinn Chapel,
Yabash avenue and Twenty-fourih street, vesterday afternocn fto hear
Miss iate Field, who spole in regard to the proposed removal of the
cld John Brown Fort kack to Harperfs Ferry, where it originallv stcod.

The histeric engine house which was turned into a battery by the
martyr of'lSSQ was transported to Chicago just previcus to the Worldfs
Fair as a business venlure on part of a wWashincton syndicate. It failed,
hovever, and the old structure now languishes in a sorry state of dila-
pidation in the rear of Rethschild’s steble in Webash avenue.

“iss Field, who has always been interested in mafters that pertained
Lo the colored race, and was the means of having the farm in the Ad-
irondacks, where John Brown is buried, converted inte a parﬁ, has taiken
up the agitation of this guestion. She has succeeded in interesting a
number of prominent citizens in the enterprise and is in a fair way to
accomplish her purpose.

2r address yesterday afternoon was intendad te interest the colored
people in the project. She told her listeners the story of her work
in the cause of the colored race from the time she first read “Uncle
Tom’s Cabin®” until today and then rzlated how her attention was called
to the matter in hand. She said she had the consent of Chas. L. Hutchinson,
on whese ground the fort now staﬂds, tc remove 1t where ghe chos>-
that one of the rallrcads had offered free transportation; and that
considerasle money was alraady qonateua

Bhe said there had bezen some difficulty about the proposed site at
r’ erry and it would be impossible to locate the fort on the

pot. lowever, it was almost settled fo place the old building
toric Boliver leichts, which overlock the Shenandoah and

;

o}
[t

St the close of Miss Fieldfs sreech C Lilm I. C. Parcer called
for an expression of opinion cn the rart of L assemdly. After some

o 5

gméz.
W
d




discussion a comnittes of eleven was appointed to retire and draw up a
lan ¥

T . This was composed of I. L. Barnett, County Commissioner T. V.
Jones, the Rev. J. . Townsend, Iirs. Ida 3. VWells-3 araett, 2. I. Horris,
D W, Jones, ¥rs. S, 3. Brown, Dr. J. E, Magee, iiss ignes Moody, Irs.
D

D. Vi, Dempsey, and John €, Jones.

"

The committee pledred 1100 1o the cause and decided to hold another

public meetinge Wednesday evening at Tuinn Chapsl, at which time the
organization of a John Brown Port Association will be offected. Th
will be a number of sreakers on aund amony them Miss Field, Dr. Townsend

o -

Yrs, Barnett, Mrs. &. 3. Browsn, and Z. I, Horris.
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WATE FIZLDAS WTkiL OVE

Famouse lewspaper Yoman

Dies Suddenly at Honolulu,

[

ister Thurston uenqs"ﬁard.From Yoicchama That She Succumbed to
neumcnia on Mav 19 After a Short Sickness--3ketch of Her Career——
inger, Agtor, Art Lover, and Zditor~-Unique Character UWell Znocwn
n Chicago,

Bz

L oA *?j ﬁ

Miss Kate Iield, known the country over as jocurnalist, author,
editor, and orator, is dead. She passed away at Honolulu on May 19
after a brief illness, and the news reached this city today, having
heen sent by ex~HMinister Thurston to H. IH. Lohlsaat. The message
announcing the death of this ncted woman was as follows:

,

*ate Field died May 19 at Honoclulu of pneumonia. Thurston.™
o rarticulars have been received concerning Miss Fisldfs death.
Seven davs must elapse before tidings freom lonolulu can reach this
country. The message oi ex~ilinister Thurston was sent from Yokahama,
the news havin: evidently been sent to Hr. Thursteon from Honolulu by
mail.

In her last letter to American papers, writted at Norith Fohaia,

island of Hawaii, on May 4, ilss Field made no mention of having heen
ill. In fact, her letter was full of her plans for the future, and cave
evidence thalt she was in perfect healt!

idss Field was well known in this city, where she had many friends.
For the last ten vears she has been a freguent visitor to Chicago, where
many receptions were held in her honor by the most preminent women of
the city. She was in Chicago for the last time a vear age, just after
she ceased the publication of her Kate Fieldfs Washington at the laticn?s
capital. Her hszalth was not of the besi, anc the trip abroad was tfaken

5

partly in the hope that she wichl be benefited thereby.

is ¥iss Fileld’s early home was in 2t. Louls, where her relatives
are buried, the interment will probably taxe place in that city in
case the body is bruought to this country.

Miss Field’s Carcer.
viith the death of liss Field ends the career of perhaps the wost
unique woman the present century has produced. She was born in St.

Louis of well-to-do parents [ifty-odd yzars ago, but left home at an
early age to fit herself for her life work,
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Yhen a child Hiss Field became a proltege of Walter Savage Landor,
who ¢ave her lessons in Latin and at his death left her a valuable porte
folio of drawings which Miss Field had in her possession up to a vear acc.
#s she gave promise of a great future diss Field was at an early age
sent to Boston to complete her education. From there she went to Flerasnce,
Italy, where she perfected herself in music and modern languages and
Hecame an intimate friend of George Elict. She studied music under
Garcla and under William Shakespeare, the noted English tenor, and at
one time decided upon a stage career.

In fact, she was on the stace for a time, appearing as an actress
at-Booth’s Theater in New Yorik, where she won praise. After a
season on the stage she forscox it for the editorial chair and the

lecture platform.

1d art had one of its most able champions. She was the
+ g
A w3

the National Art Asscciation.

In Il
leading

iss
spiri

ate Field’s vWashington was a paper characteristic of its owner,
and when it suspended ﬂqu?OﬂthW in 1895 1t marzed the failing health
n the women who dared to brave Congress and direct that body’s at—
tention to matters which had until then been kent in the dark.

Known by all Vriters.

ldss Fi

eld
of them in writ

was well known by all writers of prominence, and one
ing of her come years ago, said:

“ishen one speaks of unigue women one thinks instinctively of Hate
Field, who is without deubt one of the most picturescue characters of
the dav. There is scarcely anything this lady has not turned her hand
to--the stage, the shon, the lecture platfor, the writing desk, and now
the editor’s chalr. She understands politics much better than most men;
she proved more of a power against Mormonism than all the laws enacted
against this hideous stain upon cur government. She was a splendid
drunmey for the California wine companies, and I am sure shes could con-
duct a post-mortem or preach from any text gquite as well as the average
doctor of medicine or divinity.”

among her published works which have attracted the most attention
are “Planchette’s Diary,” *idalaide Ristori,” *lad on Purrose,” “Pen
PhoL coraphs from Charles Dicxens? Peaalnqs,” “Hap-Hazard,” “Ten Days in
Spain,” and “History of Bell?s Telephone.”
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OHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

REFERENCE REPORT Narth A sssoma ossd Clach Siroat
‘ Chdsags 13, [titmata

For: fr. Frenk H. Anderson Liayd Armoid Brown, Diraster

United Stztes Depsrtmsnt >{ the Interior
Address: Hational Park Service

Herpers Ferry Hationsl Honument
Deats: Herpers Ferry, West Virginis

May 16, 1960

THE BOOK OF CHICAGOANS, 190%, page 226

GARNSEY, George Otis, srchitect, editor; b. Rock Island, Ill.,
Sept. 14, 1840; o. Charles Alwxander and Laurs L. (Kimball) Garnsey;
grad, Coluzbie College, Mew York, in srchitecture, 1864; m. Chicago,
186%, Frances L. Lorsnej 1 dsughter: Florence L. Engaged in practice
#8 srchitect in Chicago since 1864; mekes a specialiy of thewatre
work. Republican. Mem. Blair Lodge, A. F. and A. K., De Molay Lodge,
No. 13, K. P., Ellis Lodge, Ho. 347, I. 0. 0. F. Office: 18% Dearborn
St. Residence: 316 Oskwsod Boul.

# % W ¥ # ¥ ®* ¥

INDUSTRIAL CHICAGO, Vol I, p. 603-604

Georgs O, Garnsey, 117, 185 Dearborn street, is an architect

of lopg prectice and verisd experience. For ever thirty years he has
carried on en extensive business from Maine to Celifornia; designing
snd erecting some of the most noted bulldings of this country, while
his main office hao remained in Chicago for many years, He is an
gnthusisstic student of his profession and a draughtsman and colorist
of known ability, which, combined with 2 thoroudhly practical
mechanical sducstion, has raised him to the front rank of his
profession. For seversl years he traveled and studied in Eurcpe and

- the fer Eest with & view of becoming thoroughly conversant with the
wethods ueed in bullding and construction in other countries;
hence his maay practicael writings on the mechsnics and other sciences
have been widely quotsd and read. During his extended professional
capeor he has executed numerous commissions in an eminently satisfactory
manney for meny of ocur leading capitalists and builders. He has wmade
the subject of city erchitecture & specisl study, and his conceptions .
of the requirements of modern churches,; public institutions, apartment
houses, steres, and private residences are gonerslly recognized as
being most estisfactory for all prectical purposes. The following
are come of the important bulldings oconstructed by Mw» Garnsey: MNew
Alhsmbre thester, Chicego, cost $330,000; Illinols State Cepitol,
Springfleld, esst $5,000,000; the Eastman bulldings, Chicago, cost
§700,008; Critorien theater, Chicage, cost $100,000; St. James hotel,
Chicege, cest $150,000; Grand opershouse, Chicago cost $200,000;
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Ogle County courthouse, cost $100,000. He i¢ conducting a genersl
business, and ie fully preparod with all necessary facilities to
execute or carry out eny srchitectural undertaking not only promptly,
but with that intelligent apprehension of design which makes his
efforts 80 highly eppreciated. In 1885 Mr. Garnsey became associsted
with the MATIOHAL EUILDER es {te editor-in-chief, since which time
he haes given to his profession many instructive and interesting
. articles which have appesred in this journal. His work on roof trusses,
: t{mber freedng, practicel carpentry, perspective and foundations,
! have had & wide circulation. He is the suthor of the "American Glossery
' of Architectural Terms,” which until the issue of "Industrial Chicago:
The Building Interests,” was the only dictionsry published in this
country edapted to the use of the American architect and builder,
the fifth edition of which is now being sold,
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JOHN BROWN FORT,

" Fifty Years since Emancipation—A half Centdry of Freedom.

The 014
Fert

Leeatien

There are only a very few buildings in America
which may be said to possess more historic interest
than this building now the possession of Storer Col-
fege, In it really began’'the Civil War. Here was
lighted the torch of liberty for all America. Froman
ordinary engine house it has beentransformed into a
new Cradle of Liberty. Harpers Ferry is known the
world wide because of what was done here.

1t stands east of the new Lincoln Hall at the end
of the brick walk. The Fort is as exact a reproduc-
tion of the old fort as was possible to make. It stands
true to the cardinal points as it did when first built,
Being accessible to the public it attracts annually to
the campus of the institution hundreds of visitors.
Thus it is serving to greatly increase the fame of
Storer. People are becoming more and more inter-
ested in our work, because they visit us and see us
in operation. -

Its Yoo

Aed
Your

Gypor-
tunlty
Whish

Uzalque

. 4
€ Q. e

The Fort-is being fitted up in most modern fzazh-
ion for use as a museum. Could there be anything
more fitting than thatit should be s0 used? A new
floor, glass cases for exhibition purposes, a gallery
to increase space, all these thingy will make it cxz-
ceedingly attractive,

It is estimated that the cost of so Hiting it up
will be about $1000. That amount we want to finlsh
raising. 'There isalready pledged and in hand about
650, We need the remaining amount BOW, Womt
you join in furnishing the required amount?

Think of it! 1In this building was bora Freedom
for what was then four million colored men and wo-
men, and what is now practically ten million Ameri-
can citizens. For you this is the most hallowed
shrine in this country. You have the opportunity to
join in its completion. What an opportunity! How
would you like to joinin it? Isthere anyone to whom
this appeal goes who does not want to? There ought
not to be one. '

Send in%our contribution as soon as possible,
and have the proud memory of having had a share
in preserving this old building of increasing worth
and more sacred memory, for generations yet to come,

Sincerely yours, o
Hrwry T. McDoxraro.

Y
Lincoln’s Birthday,
Feb. 12, 1913.
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Broadside, Caprtain John Jrown and ilarpers

Ferry, Boyd B. Stutler
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This old building was a fire. engine
house. It is the only one of those composing
the buildings of the U. S. Armory, Arsenal
and Hall’'s Rifle Woiks, which has sur-
vived. ‘

It stood down town on the street level,

. benoeath the marker erected by the Raltl-
mors & Qhio Reilroad. Inte it John Brown .
“end his surviving men retreated Monday,

October 17, 1859, and from it he 2nd his
surviving men were taken Tuesday, Octo-
ber 18, by 2 company of U. 8. Marines,
sent here from Washington, under the
command of Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee, after-
ward the leader of the Confederate armies,
Henceforth it was called John Biown's
Fort.

If stood on its original site until 1892-3,
when it was removed with great care to
Chicago and there in connection with Lib-
bey Prison—a muscum of war relics, which
former!y stood in Richmond, Va., it was re-
erected and placed on exhibition. The
venture was a financial failure.

In 1895 Miss Kate Field, the lecturer,
traveler and writer, together with & con-
siderable number of friends, brought the
Fort back and it was erected on the Mur-
phy farm about two miles up the Shenan-
doah River, from Harpers Ferry.

From the Valley Pike an avenue was
surveyed to the Fort and building lots were
staked off. No one built and again the ven-
ture was a financial failure.

Through the aid of friends in 1909—the
fiftieth anniversary of the so-called John

z

Brown Raid—the building was purchased,
brought to this campus and erected. Here
it will remain.

This building has in it a1l the ohtainable
materials of the old Fort. The interior fur-
nishings are not original; the window
frames, save in a few instances are not
original. The original building was paint-
ed gray. The outer courses of bricks were
not carefully separated, when the Fort was
built here, hence its mottied appearance.

But in all things essential, this is the
original Fort.

One Marine, Luke Quinn, was killed in
the capture. He lies buried in the local
Ruoman Catholic Cemetery. Another vs'as
wounded.

During ~ne raid John Brown was se-
vere.v waanded

Al these sllowers o1 dohn Braown were
killed in *h raut Johg Henr Kanx., Aaror
Dwight Stevens, ~Newars Tayloﬁ,watsen
Brown, lewis Sheridan Leary Dauphin
Osgood Thempsen, Willdam Thompsen'
William H. Leeman, Jervniat 0 tan o
Anderson, Dangerfic’d  Newra .
Brown. Two scns of John P owr s
the list.

AND HARPERS FERRY
illustrdted
By Boyd B. Stutler
On Sale in the Offices
Anthony Memorial Hall
35. Cents
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ADDENDA

/ A continuation of research by Historian Fairbairn since compilation
of original report has resulted in addition of the following
material to our files. This material serves to strengthen rather

than altering the writer's conclusions./

3/22/62 CJF




BALTIMCRE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY
Harpers Ferry June 27th 1895

Miss Kate Field
Dear Miss

According to promise I write you this P. M. to give you Mr. Spencer's
answer on the subject of a site for the old Fort. He says he will
make no answer until you select the site you desire, if any will suit
you. If you come here, we will drive up there and also to the Green
fountain House. Mr. Green wrote you today on the subject, and will
give the land and also an acre for yourself, The view from either
place is magnificent and by looking at this place may stir up the
owners of Bolivar Heights and force them to terms,

Yours truly

E. B. Chambers.




PREFERRED ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO
256 &257 Broadway N. Y.

Col. 0. Jun 28, 1895

My dear Gil:

I am Jjust in receipt of your letter covering the one from Miss Kate
Fields. I regret that there is so much indefibeness as to her where-
abouts early in July. DNow for my reasons: I have read two very in-
teresting articles from her pen about "John Brown". As a newspaper
correspondent I accompanied the Marines to Harpers Ferry. Stood be-
hind one of the pillars to which hung the ircn gates of the Armory.
Robert E. Lee, Lieut. Col Us S. A. stood behing the other, I with-
stood the assanlt and the surrender. I had presented a letter of in-
troduction and commendation to Gen. Lee. When the old soldier was
brought out and laid on the sward Col Lee passed me in. I was the first
citizen to speak to him. When the mob would have killed him he was
carried into the rear room of the paymaster's office. When he regained
conciousness I heard his first words to the Major of the assaulting
party. I kneeled at his side and it was to me he confessed who he was.
I sent the first telegram over the wires "It is John Brown of Kansas"

I was present at the interview between Gov. Wise and Brown and between
Brown and Senator Mason and Clement L., Vallandingham. I accompanied

to Charlestown, was greatly prejudiced against him, visited him daily,
Reported his preliminary examination- also his trial in the Criminal
Court— witnessed all the scene with the eye of a young and ardent news-
paper man. Visited him daily after his conviction and sentence and by
special permission accompanied him to the scaffold. (Don't understand
that I rode with him, I walked on the pavement to the right of the
furniture wagon in which he and the officers went to the field of exe-
cution) With my eye I photographed the scene, and tho' prejudices of
the hour prevented the description, I made daily notes of my talks and
have written them out in a lecture.

I enclose you some Press notices and also a slip containing a letter of
Foraker /?/ and Lieut. Gov. Bob Kennedy. I have not made any effort to
press this lecture, Did not prepare it until a few years ago, when I
thought that the time had come when "0ld John Brown" could look the world
squarely in the face.

If I knew when Miss Fields was at Deer Park I would go on, take the Lecture
with me and read it to her. It is much underlined and difficult to read.

Gath had several talks with me while he was writing his novel, and I
gave him much interesting data. But as Miss Filelds says, "the devil gets
into the dice", and there's an end of hope. I am sorry her health has
been impaired- hope she will be thoroughly built up and wish that good
things may come to her. I will look for you next week.

Yours truly, S. K. Donavin




GREEN'S MOUNTAIN HOUSE

G+ W. Green Proprietor
Locatedon Fruit Hill Farm
Blue Ridge Mountain

East Side Shenandoah River
20 minutes from Harpers Ferry

Harpers Ferry W. Va. June 28 1895

Miss Kate Fields:

Through the kindness of Mr. Edward Chambers Agent B&0 RR I rite you
in reference to John Brown's Fort as i understand you wish a site

to erect the same. iy place is in fall view of Camp Hill Bolivar
Charlestown and surrounding country and 20 minutes drive from Harpers
Ferry., 1 understand from Mr. Chambers you will stop in Harpers Ferry
Monday and wish you to look at my place before you make permanent
arrangements.

Very respectfully
Go W. Green




R

227 Wilmot Ave
Chicago dJuly 1, '95

Dear Miss Field:

On reading your letter in the "Times Herald" I wrote lr. Garnsey, asking
what if anything had been done towards the organization of an association
for the purpose of raising the necessary funds for the removal and erect-
ion of the “John Brown Fort" on its native soil. He reguested me to call
on him in reference to the matter. In the meantime I thought it agtvisable
to communicate with the people of narpers Ferry and ascertain how they
felt on the subject and whether a site could be procured on the Bolivar
Heights- or if not there in some other suitable place in Harpers Ferry-

to the following effect:

Mr. John C. Phillips

Dear Sir: Your communication received in reference to procuring a sight
for the John Brown Fort. In reply will say that I have made arrange-
ments for a site for the Fort on Bolivar Heights. Mr. Nole Brackett
will give the ground and you can make your arrangements accordingly.

Respectfully,
Thos W. Beal Liayor

On receipt of the letter from the Mayor of Harpers Ferry I called on
Mr. Garnsey and told him that Miss Field had obtained a promise fpmm
the management of the BX0 RR to transport the material of the Fort
from Chicago to farpers Ferry free. I said to him that these were two
important steps towards the realization of your important suggestion.
I said that the next important step would be to secure a donation of
the material of the Fort from its present owner.

Mr, Garnsey agreed with me and added that he had no doubt but that Mr.
Hutchings /stet/ the present owner would cheerfully donate the Fort
and perhaps give something toward the expense of its erection. Mr.
Garnsey was to see Mr. Hutchings and we are to meet again.

Mr. Garnsey and myself are of the opinion that there is dominant pat-
riotism enough in the city of Chicggo, if roused, to contribute sufficient
funds to erect the John Brown Fort at Harpers Ferry as a nucleus of a
grand monument to be erected to the memory of a man whose courage was
equal to his convictions, and whose convietions were correct in the

sight of God and man.

Very respectfully
John S. Phillips




Harpers Ferry July 4 195

Miss Kate Field

Your very great favor was duly received and since then much enjoyed.
I have now the pleasure of saying that Mr. Bracketi has returned and
I risk nothing in saying that if you have not irrevocably fallen in
love with "Fort Sullivan" you can have the two acres or even three
for the home of "John Brown's Fort'". If you have we must submit to
the inevitable,

I need hardly assure you that I was glad to meet you and that the sight
of you brought to mind long past faces and memories of other days. I
should have been pleased to introduce you to my wife and two daughters
had there been opportunity but the time of your stay was so limited
and you kept me so on the move while here that there seemed to be no
fitting place for such a meeting.

May we not hope that after you have taken "Fort Sullivan' or compelled

the surrender of Bolivar Heights we may see you again and find time
and place to introduce you to our friends?

You have the hearty thanks of myself and family for the numbers of

your reviews sent to me., We shall enjoy them very much and shall think
of you often as we read the very pointed and telling criticisms con-
tained therein,

Hoping to see you again soon and hear from you often I rehain very truly

Your friend etc

Daniel Ames




Chicago Illinois July 4, 1895

Miss Kate Field
Washington D. Ce

Dear Madam:

In your communication to the Chicago Times-Herald some days ago you
expressed the wish that the 4th of July 1895 might dawn on "John
Brown's Fort" rebuilt on Bolivar Heights in Harpers Ferry. While
in the course of human events we have not heen able to shape matters
in such a manner to meet your earnest wishes in that direction, I
believe that I can assure you of the commencement of a movement
which will finally carry out your wishes.

I have fimamlly today had a long consultation with Col, Phillips who
commanded the battery on Bolivar Heights and who was the hero of one
of the most startling episodes of the late war. He has offered to
call upon the leading merchants and bankers of Chicago to solicit
funds necessary to transport the material of the John Brown Fort and
reerect it within the grounds of the Storer College, if you think
this is the proper site. I have also had an interview with Mr. Charles
L. Hutchinson, President of the Corn Exchange Bank, of this city, and
who has control of the Fort in the interest of his mother, Mrs, B, P.
Hatchinson. He assures me that lMrs. Hutchinson will be very much
pleased to present the Fort to Harpers Ferry with the understanding
that it shall be erected and maintained in the proper manner as one
of the monuments of John Brown's career.

I am also informed by Mr. Hutchinson that he has caused a telegram
to be sent to you, through the editor of the Chicago Times~Herald,
expressing his willingness that the building should be removed.

So far as I am concerned, I will gladly superintend the construction
of the building gratis and on the understanding that you have arranged
with the Baltimore and Ohio H.R. to transport the material free of
cost. We have before us the simple problem to raise sufficient funds
to remove it from its present position in Chicago to the cars and
from the cars to the proposed site in Harpers Ferry and to rebuild it.
Having superintended its demolition and removal to Chicago, I believe
that the entire cost will not exceed $1500,

Colonel Phillips will move with me in the direction of obtaining the
funds here among our patriotic and liberty~loming citizens, but I have
to suggest that perhaps you may be able, through certain influences
which I need not mention, to assist us in that direction. We have now
but a short space to cover towards the communication of all our wishes,
hence it would seem that by working together with the one object in
view we may be able very shortly to raise the funds necessary for the
worke




If you thought it advisable, your influence with the Press throughout
the country, especially in the Chicago Press, could be used to very
great advantage.

Awaiting your reply and any suggestions on the subject you have to make,
I remain

Yours very truly

Geo. Os Garnsey
Archt.




July 5, 1895

Dear Mr. Spencer:

I was sorry not to see you yesterday as I wanted tc settle the John
Brown Fort site. I have several fine view offered with all the land
I wanted, but I prefer Fort Sullivan.

A telegram from Chicago says "Secure the site and the Fort is yours'.
What I want therefore at once, as I leave town for Chicago as quickly
as possible, is a deed giving me as trustee all that land within the
boundaries following the line of fence west of Fort Sullivan running
south th the Canal and from the line of fence west running East between
Fort Sullivan and hence to ravine along country road. If you will
write me a letter of assent I'll have the land surveyed and have a
proper deed drawn up in which the land you donated becomes a people's
Park forever and will never be used for any other purpose. Your gen-
erous action will be appreciated and recognized. Please reply by
return mail and oblige

Yours truly,
/Kate Fields/

Is your title clear?




Harpers Ferry W. Va., July 5, 1895

Dear Miss Field:

Your letter received yesterday. Let me thank you & in the name of
the school for the volume of Washington and the copies of your article
on Frederick Douglas.

We are glad John Brown's Fort is to be brought back near us but are
naturally sorry it should go to another state.

Mr. Brackett has returned and regret that you did not meet him., Mean-
while he had conferred with the Board of Trustees and could have se-
cured the two acres.

We shall hope to see you again at the Summit House.

Very sincerely

Lura B, Lightener




Chicago Ill Sunday July 7

My dear Miss Field:

Your kind letter just received and in reply would say that I did not
know anything of Captain Phillips' letter to the mayor of Harpers Ferry.
I suppose he acted on his own convictions, not knowing what move you
had made. MY own idea of the site agrees with yours. I had felt all
glong that Capt Phillips' location might be too far out of town, but
your ideas of using the College grounds meet my ideas more fully, as

it would serve the double purpose of giving a boom to the College and
at the same time serve to have a good custodian for the Fort.

Your last proposition of a public park at Fort Sullivan is probably

a happy solution all around. How this will strike Captain P. I know
not. He seems anxious to perpetuate the history of the Heights and

to that end would do a good deal towards raising the $1500 necessary

to remove and rebuild the Fort. He and I could probably raise the

$1500 amongst the Bankers and Merchants of Chicago in a week. But as
you say, "Too many cooks spoil the broth? Hence if you induce the

Times Herald to open a subscription the money might be secured and you
would thus be enabled to place the building on any site you might select.
I had tho't of starting my subscription at once but if as you think the
money for removal can be raised thro' the Times- Herald and that paper
get the credit of it it seems to mg mind the best thing to do, hence

I will wait until I either see or hear from you. Please advise me one
or two days before you arrive here and I will call on you. You need

not give any wgight to the Parker letter written by me to H. Paul. I
simply answered Parkers letter to me. 1 have always been in favor of
moving the Fort to Harpers Ferry if it could be done, and in view of
your present letter I see no reason why it cannot be accomplished. In
any event you may rely on me to second your efforts in that direction in
any way I possibly can.

Yours very truly,

Geo 0. Garnsey




MAIN OFFICE OF

GEO O..GARNSEY .- ~--

ARCHITECT'

ROOMS 113, 116 and 117 NO. 185 DEARBORN ST.
ADAMS EXFRESS BUILDING

Chicago Iklinois July 8 1895

Miss Kate Field
Dear Madam:

Before taking the Fort down, I had Bell of Washington go to Harpers
Ferry and take photos of the building from the front end and side.
In rebuilding it 1 want to use a proof of each. You probably can
get them gratis.

You ought to own the nagatives as the pictures are the very last taken
before removal. Their future sale will be a source of considerable
revenue., Please ascertain from Bell the date of taking the pictures

so as to fix the date of removal which I have forgotten exactly. My
idea is to build XX into the walls a marble slab giving date of removal,
rebuilding and a short history of the structure from first to last.

Yrs ete

Geo Q. Garnsey
Archt.

Tuesday

Miss Field: I find in looking over my papers that I was mistaken in
the number of cars necessary to carry the Fort but I was right in my
statement that the freight was $860.00, The Fort was taken in Nov.
1890 and opened in Chicago June lst 1892. The names of the gentlemen
who originally bo't the Fort are:

D. D. Dudley

L. T, Micheson

Jos. Boyd

Je He C. Wilson, Sec. Senate

Ae Jo Smith, Pres University of Va
Se S. Rockwood, Ass't Sec of Agre
A. J. Holmes, Sergt Arms House

Yrs etc
Geo 0. Garnsey




A. Spencer and Cos
Harpers Ferry W. Vas

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Flour, Groceries, Bacon, Salt and Canal
Supplies in General. Sole Agents Round Top Cement. Fire Arms a Specialty.
0ld Maryland Whiskies a Specialty.

July 9th 1895

Dear Miss Fields:

I take pleasure in answering your letter of Saturday last and thank you
kindly for printed matter, which abounds in useful information. My
farm is encumbered with a mortgage of $1000, which will be paid as soon
as my fruit is marketed. The deed in trust will be upon the following
conditions, viz: build the John Brown Fort, Bridge to Island Park, to
clean off and sod Fort Sullivan.

To place 3 field pieces (cannon) on said Fort. To raise flag over same
not less than four months in year. To erect observatory not less than
fifty feet. To fire, or permit me to fire said cannon each and every
4th of July. All buildings and improvements to be done within 18 months.
No other buildings to be erected upon said ground during lifetime of
myself and Mrs. Spencer unless by the written consent of both. I further
reserve the sole control of all fruits upon sald ground until such grounds
are needed for convenience or beautifying same. The trustee and success~
ors will also be required to keep said buildings and grounds in good
condition. Failure to comply with daid conditions or any part of them,
the deed will be mull and void.

Yours veey respectfully
A. Spencer
Trading as A. Spencer & Co.

P. S. You can send surveyor at any time. People in Harpers Ferry and
Bolivar are opening their eyes. Should you not take the site of my

farm it will be the means of your getting much better terms of them by

my offer. My impression is, they will make any terms you suggest. Please
send me your paper and find check enclosed for one year.




Wash July 10, 195
A. Spencer

When you promised the Fort / Fort Sullivan/ you named no conditions but
freedom from obstruction to your view. It is impossible to promise to
build a bridge & observatory or do anything but put up the Fort itself
within 18 months. I must raise $1500 for that purpose. Unless you
donate the property unconditionally except for the non-cbstruction
clauses & the reservation of fruit I must decline with regret. My dis=-
appointment is great as I had written enthusiastically about you to
Chicago. That the flag would be floated year round, cannon obtsined and
building and grounds kept in good condition goes without saying, but no
promises would be made in a deed of irust. Please reply at once &c.

No one will invest money in an enterprise the title to which can be for-
feited by the grantor at his will. It would be injurious to you to put
such a condition in the deed. It would be an enduring invitation to
your loyal successors to overthrow the trust though you were satisfied
with trust during your life.

/Kate Field./




[

A. Spencer & Sons
Harpers Ferry West Va

July 1lth 1895
Dear Miss Field:

In reply to yours of yesterday I cannot consent to donate the Fort
Sullivan site unconditionally to place the John Brown Fort upon. Mrse
Se Joins me in firmly believing that you would do all you promise, but
life is so uncertain and in the event of your demise the property might
be neglected, leaving us without jurisdiction to improve or keep intacte.
Building of an observatory, placing cannon upon, firing cannon on the
Lth of July, has long been contemplated for Fort Sullivan, allof which
will be done when I moved to the farm.

If you will accept a site near my Store a deed will be made any day you
desire. Everyone going East or West will have a magnificent view from
the B'O bridge or depot. No encumbrance on this property. I think the
price asked for moving and reerecting the John Brown Fort is extravagants
If the B&0 will have it free from Chicago, it ocught to be hauled and
loaded on cars for $60 (i.e.) if already torn down. I would be willing
to haul it from cars here and rebuild it on ground near my store (fac
simile) for $500.00 Our masons and carpenters are so familiar with it
that it could be done with dispatch. Hoping your tour may restore you
to health I am very truly

A, Spencer




Chicago Illinois
July 14, 1895
Dear Miss Field:

Yours of the 12th July to hand and noted. Major Holmes late President
of the John Brown Fort Co is an intimate friend of mine, and if as Bell
says the negatives belong to him, I can get them for you free of cost

at any time. Please advise me when you arrive in the city, and I will
call on you at the Vietoria.

Yours truly
Gec. 0. Garnsey
Areht,




WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COPANY

Received 129 B F Co 227 P M. 34 Do He

Baltimore Md, July 15th, 1895

Miss Kate Field, Hotel Shoreham, Washington D. C.

I find we do not own any property on Maryland Heights. I will write
Mr. Chambers and will ask him to give you such aid as he can in the

prosecution of your enterprise.

Chas 0. Seull




THE OX PASTURE'
Southampton, N. Y.

July 18, '95
Dear Miss Field:

Yours of the 5th has just reached me here. I wrote to Col. Cannon more
than two months ago about getting the cost of the tablet. 1 have not
heard from him since.

By the terms of the agreement with the subscribers the cost of the tab-
let must be paid and the remainder goes to you. Therefore 1 cannot meet
your wispes until Col. Cannon lets me know how much of the money he will
need.

You speak of enclosing a list of the names as you wish them to appear
(yours first of course) but you failed to send the list. I suggested
to Col, Cannon this arrangement:

KATE FIELD
NAMES NAMES
10 10

I wish you would write to him at Burlington Vt. I am very anxious to
close up the affair & will do my part as soon as I can know "where 1
am at® I hcpe you may very speedily recover your health.

Very truly yours
Se Ho Wales




BALTIMORE AND OHIO RATIROAD COMPANY
Passenger Pepartment

Baltimore July 22nd 1895
John Brown's Fort at Harpers Ferry

Miss Kate Field
Co the Shoreham
Washington D. C.

My dear Miss Field:

Upon my return to Baltimore Saturday I find the package of papers which
you were good enough to smed me and for which I am very much obliged.

1 enclose herewith for your information copy of letter I have today
written to Mr. E. B. Chambers, our Agent at Harpers Ferry, which speaks
for itself.

Yours truly
Charles U. Scull
Passenger Agent

BALTIMORE AND OHIO RATILROAD COMPANY
Passenger Department

Baltimore July 22nd, 1895
Relocation

ERETANEEIRR of John Brown's Fort at Harpers Ferry
Mr. BEs Bs Chambers

Agent, B&O R. R.

Harpers Ferry W. Va.

Dear Sir:

I write to advise you that there will be no objection on the part of the
B&O RR to your lendlng such assistance as your time and duties will permit
to Miss Sate Field in the furtherance of her effort to secure the rest-
oration of John Brown's Fort to Harpers Ferry.

Your truly




STORER COLLEGE
Ve Brackett Pres

Harpers Ferry W. Va. July 23,
Miss Kate Field

I have only time to say this morning that Storer College will give a
site of two acres from the south end of the Smallwood Farm for the
John Brown Fort (Bolivar Heights). A good deed will be given to you
as trustee- providing of course that the land shall be held as a park
perpetually. If you or your friends want a more formal certificate of
possession, before I return send it to me or a copy of what you want,
at Ocean Park laine and I will give you all the assurance necessary,
that our part will be carried out in good faith.

Yours in great haste
N. Co Brackett
Treas Storer “ollege

1895




BALTIMORE AND OHIO RATLROAD-COMPANY..
Harpers Ferry July 31, 1895
Miss Kate Field
Dear Miss:

Yours of the 27th inst received. Was glad to hear you had arrived
safely. I had not collected any money to date on the Fort account but
have been talking it up and hope to do something soon. If we can raise
about %3000 more than we have any use for I would suggest that we put
the Fort on the Hill east of the Hill Top House overlooking the Depot
grounds. I think that amount would secure all the ground out to the
street and over to Rail Road. I enclose you a letter from Mr. Murphy
handed to me today also his bid for the removal of the Fort. I hardly
think you could make any use of the old iron fence as it has no connect-
ion with the Fort.

Yours truly
e Be Chambers




Harpers Ferry
Miss Kate Field
Dear Miss:

I hope you will explain to the Committee the advantage of my place.
Being close to the Rallroad Station on the Valley Road it is only ashort
walk to my place~ no bother with carriages, etc.~ Then another advantage
is that whenever you wish more ground for the park, etc., you ean get

as much as you wish at a reasonable price. I am not one to extortion
on strangers. If you will enguire around I think you will find that I
have that name. Hoping you will decide to settle on my place

I remain
Yours respectfully
Alex Murphy




HOTEL CONNCR

Shepherd Gatrell Prop

Harpers Ferry We Va.
No. 1

Courses distances and description of land of Alex Murphy which may be
purchased by Miss Kate Field as Trustee for location of the "John Brown
Fort" and Park:

/same as in Murphy-Field Deed, See Appendix A, No. 10/




JOHN G. SHORTALL:,
Chicago

Aug 5, 195
1600 Prairie Ave

Dear Miss Field:

I am just home from Japan and have the husbanded demands of 5 months
on my table! Perhaps you know what that means.

But replying to your meaning what you say: "Any sum will be gratefully
received", I send you the enclosed- and send my prayers for your success
elsewhere.

I was in Honolulu with President and Mrs. Dole and Dr. Frank Day (of
Chicago) and other friends in April. We should annex Hawaii, I believe.
I am glad you are going there.

The Chicago Evening Post man listened to my talk of Japan for an hour
this morning. I do not know what he'll do with it all. I told him he
ought not to print it until tomorrow- for literary perfection's sakel
Will see you before you leave. Yrs cordially

John Ge Shortall




CYRUS H. McGORMICK
Wabash and Congress

Chicago Illinois
Aug 5, 1895

Miss Bate Field
Hotel Victoria
City

Dear Madam: Enclosed herewith I transmit check of Estate of C. H.
McCormick for $50.00, drawn to your order as trustee of the John
Brown Memorial Fund.

Ho O. Edwards
Secretary




JOHN WANANAKER
Chestnut Market and Thirteenth Sts

Philadelphia August 6, 1895

Miss Kate Field
Chicago Times-Herald
Chicago

Dear Madam:

Your favor of the 3rd instant, requesting the interest of Mr. John
Wanplamaker in the project to purchase and remove John Brown's Fort
from Chicago to Harpers Ferry is at hand. It is impossible to secure
Mr, Wanameker's consideration for this question as he is in Europe
and will not return for some time to come.

Yours very truly
John Wanamaker




A. SPENCER AND GO
Harpers Ferry W. Va.

R, Y

Aug 6, 1895

Dear Miss Field

Enclosed please find check for 1,70 as a contribution toward returning

the John Brown Fort. I hope you will be successful in raising the
desired amount

With best wishes I am very truly

A. Spencer & Co.




KATE FIELD'S WASHINGTION
39 Corcoran Building
Washington De C.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE JOHN BROWN FORT FUND

Charles L. Hutchinson has donated the Fort.
Storer College has given a site on Bolivar Heights, Harpers Ferry.
Baltimore and Ohio Rallroad will give transportation.

$1500 needed for removal and reconstruction.

Subscribers:

H. H. Kohlsaat Paid 100,00
Edward B. Butler " 50,00
I. Ge Iyon " 50,00
A, G. Pettibone " 25,00
Portus B. Weare " 10,00
A. MclNally " 25,00
Martin A. Ryerson " 50,00
A. Spencer 1 11,70
Wm. G. Baker " 5,00
D. He Burnhouse " 25,00
C. L. Hutchinson f 100.C0

Ce Fe Gunther H 20,00




Victoria Hotel

James We Ellsworth

Re Co Lowery

Charles S. Harmon

Cyrus H. McCormick
Mandel Brothers

John G. Shortall

Rob Lindblom

Chas Connschurn /?/

Wme D. Kerféot

0. Smith

A, No Waterman

Cash

Michael Cadahy

Franklin H. Head
Franklin McVeigh

Geo., R. Davis

Wm. McKinley (®hio)
Afro-American (dugust 7)
B, Lawrence 1895 Pd Aug 8
T. Je Lupton

A. H. Revell

Chas W. Raymond

Cash (Co D)

Seipp & Co.

Rosewell D, Flower (N. Yo )
Milwaukee

Geo. B. Swift

C. M, Fouke (Washington)
Chas Allis (Milwaukee)
John F. Potter

D. E. Wocd

Kate Fields Washington
Salt Lake City Nov 5
He M. Ryan

P, H. Lannon

John E. Dooly

Paid

1

25,00
25.00
$.00
5.00
50.00
5.00
10.00

25,00
5.00
2.C0
5.00
5600

1G, 00
5.00

25,00

25,00
1.00

39.35
5.00

10,00

10,00

25.00

25.00

25,00

50, 00
1.G0
5.00

10,00

10,00
5,00
2450
1.00
500
5.00

25,00
10,00
10,00




e RPN o

T..d. LEFERS-AND.W.--Ce SEIPP
Teutonic building
172 Washington Street
Chicago August 8, 1895
Miss Kate Field, Victoria Hotel, City
Dear ladam:
According to promise 1 mentioned the John Brown Fort matter to various

of my friends today and as a result enclose herewith my check for $75
which please credit on your list as follows:

Ce Seipp Brewing Co. $25.00
Us S. Brewing Co 25.00
Wacher & Brink Mfg Co 20,00
Otto C. Bertz 5.00

In order to furnish the gentlemen who agreed to donate the amounts with
vouchers for their respective officers I have to trouble you with signing
the enclosed receipts which please return and I will see to their redig-
tribution. Wishgng you success in this as in all your other undertakings

Very sespectfully yours,

T. J. Lefers




Copy .sent to-Charles L. Hutchinson
C/o Corn Exchange Bank
Chicago, Illinois

Miss Kate Field
Care of Victoria Hotel
Chicago, Illinois

My dear Miss Fields

In reply to the enclosed letter from you dated July 26, 1895, permit
me to say that while I cannot contribute as much as I would like toward
the proposition of restoring the old John Brown Fort at Harpers Ferry

I will do something toward it next week, and will also send a series of
letters to a number of my strong Republican friends, and ask every one
of them to send me from $5 to $50 each and will try to raise you cuite
a pursee

Please write to me by return mail a letter addressed To Whom It May
Concern; and authorize me to receive and forward to you funds to preserve
the old John Brown Fort, and I will go to work at once and help you all

I can and with the greatest of pleasure.

It is one of the keenest sorrows of my 1life that I am not in finanecial
shape to do what I was once able to do, but without explanation, I am
sorry to say that I cannot do as I would like to do, If I could follow
my own inclination, I would authorize you to draw at sight on me for

any portion of the $1500 which you might lack and have the object secured
at once.

As I shall kepp your letter (which I enclose you herewith) among my John
Brown Histories, I will ask you to do me the favor to insert my name

and address at the close of your letter so that it may carry its own
history.

To me the grandest two men which the United States has yet produced
are Abraham Lincoln and John Brown. I say this with due reverence and
loving information for the memory of all other good courageous and
spotless American heroes.

In 1887 I had some short negotiations with Salem H. Wales of New York
City, with whom I formed a slight acquaintance through the honorable
O, P.Chisholm of Elgin, Illinois and who is now a prominent candidate
for Governor of Mentana, and whose home is at Bozemann, I shall write
to my friend Chisholm today and ask him to contribute at least $25.00
towards your John Brown enterprise, and 1 am almost certain he will
respond cheerfully,




L TR o et s ey Yo A e

As you did not tell me definitely where to address you I have sent a
second copy of this letter to Mr. Charles L. Hutchinson, but.trust of
course that the original letter will reach you at the Victoria Hotel,
Chicago, Illinois.

Assuring you that I will do most cheerfully all in my power, and awaiting
your further reply, I remain

Very truly yours
John E. Burton

P. S The enclosed clipping will give you some idea of my library, of
which I feel very proud.

In case you would like any reference in regard to myself, be pleased to
write at once to Frank G. Bigelow, President of the First National Bank,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This will be sufficient for your purpose.

I think best to enclose you a copy of the letter which I have this day
mgiled to my old friend, Mr. Chisholm, at Bozeman Montana, and ask you
if this letter meets with your approval? The special reason why I ask
you this is, you will notice that I have agreed to send him your receipt
for whatever amount he contributes and as I am going to write a similar
letter to about forty-five or fifty friends and promise them all the

same thing in regard to your personal receipt which they will all keep as
a memento, I therefore desire your approval in writing before I send any
more letters. J.E.B.




ALEXANDER H. REVELL
Bhicago

Miss Kate Field
My dear Friend-

Please find enclosed check for 10.00. Wish I could have made it a

hundred. The object is a very worthy one and you have my heartéglt
sympathy in the movement.,

Yours truly
Alexander H, Revell




Miss Kate Field

Admiring your energy and congratulating you upon being as I think
a typical newswoman upon whom the world in the future will largely
lean for her good words as well as works I very gladly return check
as requested to order M. Hubchinson Trustee and with

Regards, I have the honor to remain
Chicago Fe Go Logan
hug 9, '95




16 Fullerton Ave
Chicago Aug 9, 1895

My dear lMiss Field:

Any object that interests you interests me- especially Miss Field

herself- and I trust you have much self-interest that will not be
disproportionate.

As I am struggling to pay M. Burnham for a house I can enclose a
check for only $25 which please credit to "Cash" and not to

Yours sincerely
Charles Deering




Chicago, Aug 1llth, 1895

Miss Kate Field
C. Corn Exchange Bank

Dear Lady:

I beg to present myself to your notice.

I should be glad to accept the task of removing "John Brown's Fort®
from Chicago to its destination in Virginia near Harpers Ferry for
the sum you have already HIXEXAXEA subscribed. A list of which is

enclosed, if the railroads will furnish the transportation.

If I lose by the venture I will enter it as a profit to my convictions
as I consider it a labor of which any man may be justly proud.

If I am allowed to perform the task of its removal I will go into the
matter of its preservation most carefully. Trusting to a favorable
reception for this letter I remain

Yours truly

Ce To Cwmmins
335 Wells Street lst Flat




BUTLER BROTHERS e -

New York Aug 12, 1895

Miss Kate Field
Chicago Times-Herald
Chicago Illinois

Dear Miss Field:

Your letter of the 8th instant has been forwarded to me here, and shall
take pleasure in sending you my check through our Chicago House at the
earliest possible moment. Wishing you the fullest success in accomplishing
the work in hand, I beg to remain

Yours very truly

Edward B, Butler




719 West Qhio St.
Chicago Aug 13, '95

Mrs. Kate Field

Madams

I think I knew more of Old John Brown than you do, as I was at Harpers
Ferry when he made his murderous Raid on the town. Of course I cannot
accuse you of being so old as that would make you.

You simply don't know anything about the man, or you would not talk of

him being a Martyr. He was revengefull and would resort to any means

to carry out his measures. The very first man he murdered there was a colored
man and just as nice a man as was in the town of his Race. John Brown

was insane on Negro Slavery, as some people are todaye

You called the man that murdered Garfield an assassin. 5o was Q0ld John
Browns

Respectfully

Je Ce Matthews




BALTIEDRE AND OHIO RATLROAD COMPANY
Passenger Department

Baltimore Aug 16, 1895

Miss Kate Field
Care "Times-Herald"
Chicago Illinois

Dear Miss Field:

Upon my return from New York today I find your note of Aug 1llth and lith.

I have Jjust telegraphed you that I would furnish the described transportation
with pleasure, and if you will have the enclosed letter handed to Mr. H.

We McKeevin, our ticket agent at 193 S. Clark Street, Chicago, he will
furnish you or your representative with five tickets from Chicage to

Harpers Ferry for use of Mr. Ts Co Cummins, wife and three workmen, I

am very glad to be able to be of this further service to the cause.

I am unable to make the suggested appeal to our President as he is in
Furope and I do not know when he will return. I will try to secure the
republication of the article appearing in the Chicago Chronicle of 4ug 1llths

Yours truly
Chas 0. Scull
Ge Po Ao

I hope you will find Hawaii a panacea for your ills.




THE WASHINGTON POST

Washington Ds Ce Aug 16, 1895

Miss Kate Field
Chicago Illinois

Dear Miss Field:

I beg to acknowledge your note of the llth instant relative to the
removal of the "John Brown Fort'" and I shall reproduce your article
from the "Inter-Ocean" as requested.

To be a little slangy, you are "dead right"- the old Fort should never have
been dragged away from Harpers Ferry. When the Arsenal was destroyed

the old Fort was about all there was of historic value in that locality,
and to cart it away over the country was a bit of vandalism that we all
ought to denounce.

I have given this matter but little attention except when they first
sought to remove it, I was asked to take stock in the enterprise and
at that time gave those fellows a piece of my mind.

We will help you all we can in the direction you indicate, and the "“Post"
will not be a "dead-head! in your enterprise.

Mrs., Wilkins is at Narragansett Pier with the boys. I am down here
working my legs off sitting still, trying to keep cool.

I hope the Lord has prospered you, and that success will crown all your
undertakings. It did me good to hear from you.

Believe me,
Sincerely yours

Beriah Wilkins




SOUND- MONEY - AND COMMON - SENSE
Office.of John. E.-Burton
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Mgust 20, 1895

Miss Kate Field
Care of Victoria Hotel
Chicago Illinois

Dear Miss Field:

Enclosed I hamd you 6.00 to apply on the John Brown Fort Funds. Please
send me two receipts, one made out to the Hon. Joseph V. Quarles of
Milwaukee Wisconsin for $5.00 and the other made out to Miss M. L.
Storer of Milwaukee for $1.00,

I find that my letters in fully % of the cases so far heard from have
been received while my friends were away on their summer vacations,
and it will therefore be two weeks before I get return from the rest
of them.

I address this letter to the Victorlia Hotel because your last letter
indicates that you cannot leave until Bednesday evening. I shall send
all future letters containing money as you have directed me, to the
Corn Exchange Bank.

You have undoubtedly received the package by American Express containing
the 200 blank receipts, and I hope you will sign all of them before
leaving, because I can see that the contributions are going to be smaller
than I expected on account of the very hard times.

Very truly yours

John E. Burton




BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAITLROAD COMPANY .-

Harpers Ferry, Nov 4, 1895
Miss Kate Field

Yours of the 27th ultc received and in reply would state that construction
of the Fort is getting along very slow; to this date the contractor has
only finished the foundation., All the material from Chicago is on the
ground also 8000 new brick that he purchased in Charlestown. lr. Cummins
takes very little interest in the work which is being delayed on the
account of it and I fear you have made a bad ZREXZE contract by paying
$300 when the Fort was loaded in Chicago and $300 more when the cellar
and foundation is completed. This leaves very little to complete the

job and his hands are dissatisfied with his management. You should

know beyond a doubt that all bills for labor and materials are settled
before settling with Mr. Cummins otherwise there will be mechanics Leins
on the property. I have no money on hand as parties who subscribed
would not pay because it was placed on Bolivar Heights instead of the
old site at Harpers Ferry.

Yours truly
Es Be Chambers.,




Harpers Ferry W. Va.
Nov 4, 1895

Kate Field
Dear liss

We the undersigned are the Masons of the job or erecting John Brown's
Fort. Our First Payment is Due. Well our opinion is that the John
Brown's Fort was build out here to Cheat the Poor Working Man, Every
one in the town knows that the business won't pay no one.

If we don't get our money this week we will put a mechanics lean on
the building. We are out here 5 weeks now and owe 5 weeks Board and
our Families in Chicago are in need of Money. If you send the money
to Mr. Chambers he will pay for he is our friend if not the Building
will never be finished. Mr. Cummins does not attend to business and
he does not furnish the stuff for us to put up the building. When we
want to see him he is always fishing and drunk all the time. We are
having some Bad Weather. Now if you people do not hurry and get the
stuff here the job will not be finished until next spring.

Yours truely

Geo. Stuckwain

Se Stuckwain

M. Neeser

Harpers Ferry W. Va.




Harpers Ferry W. Va.
Nov L4, 1895

Miss Kate Field

We would like to know who is the Paymaster. We are the Masons and our
money is due., Mr. Cummins took us out here 6 weeks ago from Chicago
and he said that we could go to work as soon as We got here. Now our
first payment is due and we can't get the money.

We inguired at Charlestown about it. We could not find no deeds or
teller for the land or nothing. We think that this business is all
framed to swingel the Poor Working. Mr. Cummins wanted to build the
Fort on top of the ground & Mr, Chambers made him go down 8 feet and
when thehcolored men got through with the job of excavating it for §35
Mr., Cummins wanted to cheat them of it they worked 4 weeks at it.

How is it Mr. Cummins said that he got his money at the Corn Exchange
Bank? We went down there and received an answer that he did not have
any money there. If the business is not settled this week we will get
an injunction on the building and sell it.

Yours truely
Ge. Stuckwain
S Stuckwain
Mo Weeser




WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

227 Ch 8 XX 11 paid 3 p.m.
Chicago Nov 12, 1895
Kate Field Occidental Hotel San Fransiseo California

Back from Harpers Ferry discharged Cumming adjusted complications

Work now progressing rapidly.
McCabe




THE U, 8 ARMORBY at Harpers Ferry is
pictured i 1865 with the Engine House

ITIE VAR TINDDURL JUUKINAL

(later known
the left.

/e

as the John Brown Fort) on

John Brown Fort Restoration

HARPERS FERRY One  of
America’s most famous historie
struectures, the John Brown Fort at
the Harpers Ferry  National
Historical Park, will undergo major
restoration work for the first time
since it was bailt in 1848,

supermtendent Martin Conway
said the work, at a cost of $30,600, 1s
expected (o start in about two weeks
under the direction of NPS archilects.
(The building was originally cen-
structed for $1,540.

Restoration work is expected to
take three months at which vime it
will he vpened to the public for the
first time since the Purk Service
acquired the Fort in 18460

The Engine and Guard House
became nationally known as the John
Brown FFort in October, 1859 when
abohtronist John Brown and his
raiders attacked the Pederal Armory

at Harpers Ferry lo obtain weapons
for a stave revolt. The huilding,
originally situated at the entrance of
the Armaory, consisted of two rooms,
the fire engine section and a room for
the night watchman.

During the Civil War the Fort was
the only Armory building fo cscape
destruction, but 1f sulfered much
damage from souvenir collectors.
Included among s losses was the bell
hanging in the cupola. Members of a
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry
removed the bell and took it to there
hometown of Marlboroagh, Mass.,
where it stifl s today

In 1893 the Fort was dismantled and
moved to Chicago for exhibit at the
Colimbian I position.

Washington newspoeper  publisher
Fote Field, who had raised money for
e proservation of the John Brown
farn aad grave i orih Elba, NUY |
bhecame mtevested in the return of the
ort to Harpers Forry and o sile was
lovated acarts the lown

The butlding was dismantled in
Chicago and moved by rail to Harpers
Ferry where it was placed on the
tarmn of Alexander Murphy who lived
along the Shenandoah River.

The alumnae of Storer College had
always been interested in obtaining
the John Brown Fort for display on
their campus. In 1809 the trustees
began lo raise funds for purchasing
the structure and again the Fort was
dismantled and rebuilt, this time on
the hillside of Storer College Campus
overiooking the Shenandoab River.

b 1850°s the eollege closed and the
Park Service acquired the building
including the Fort, It was decided
thitt the building should be moved lo
Harpers Ferry National Historical
Park where it could be viewed by
visitors.

In 198 che Fort was moved intact
from the campus to the historic town,
a halt mile away. And there the
hutlding stands today, approximately
100 feet froin where it was originally
built.

Perhaps some day when the
ortgmal site is acquired by the ark
Serviee, the John Brown Fort will
finaad by end it journey.




‘ve
Fort

By LINDA BROWN

HARPERS FERRY, W. Va.
—After heing moved four
times, the John Dmwn Fort
is siill not in its weriginal site.

The fort was moved Thurs-
day from a site on the Storer
College campus, where it has
rested since 1909, to the old
Arsenal Square.

Many of the townspeople
and residents of the area were
oul to see the fort being
moved on a truck and brought
down the mountainside to the
National Historic Park.

The fort 1s being placed
temporarily next to the site of
the old arsenal until the plot
of iand where the fort original-
Iy stood can be acquired from
the Balitimore znd Ohio Rail-
road.

John Brown's Raid

The fort was originelly the
Armory Fire Enrcne House
befnre John Rrewn's rald on
the fetleral arsenal in 1858. The
fire House later hccame known
as the John Brown fort after
Col. Raobert E. Lee captured
the raiders.

The fort was brouzht out
McDoweil St from the colisze
campus to Washisgton St
precariously hailanced and tied
10 a tfruck. From taere it was
moved westward o Union St
and then south to Route 340,
After a short <ireteh on the
highway, the fort cume down
Shenandoah St. to Ar-eral
Square.

According v Benrgmin Da-

ings T'o Take Footloose

vis, superintendent of the
park, the route that had been
selected was not the shortest,
but it was “the most open
route.”

Difficult Mave

The fort was moved in one
day, but with some difficulty.
The streets were narrow, and
ihe truck had to be extremely
careful of surrounding houses
and power lines. After it
reached the square, more
stone had to be placed on the
street before the truck could
travel over a hump in the
road.

The tedious operation of
moving the old fort was ma-
nzuvered by the William B.
Patramn Inc., the contractors
vho moved the fort.

The story of moving is not
new to the fort. After Brown
was captured and bhurg in
1859, the fort remained in
Harpers Ferry at its origipal
Jocation until 1892,

Chicago World’s Fair

The structure was first dis-
mantled and sent to Chicago
in 1892 for the World's ¥Famr.
After an unsy~cessful display
at the fawr. the fort was
hrought tacs to Harpers Ferry
through the efforls of a news-
paperwomnan, Kate Fields.

When it rearhed Harpers
Ferry agawn, the fort was
placed on a farm until it was
boucht by Storer College n
1493, The fort had remained
standing on the grounds of the

college. which later became a
training center for employes
of the National 1 ark Service,
unti} it was moved Thursday.

After the fort was taken to
Arsenal Square, the job was
still not complete. The con-
tractors continued on the job
Friday to dig a foundatinn for
the fort and place i some 200
feet from the original site.

"Footloose’ Fort
The fort was acquired by

sery to:

the Nationa! Park Service in
1962 and the move . was
planned from the beginning,
The move was necessary be-
cause a new park service of-
fice is scheduled for the site
where the fort stood -at the
Stephen Mather Training Cen-
ter ground.

When negotiations have been
completed with the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad, the fort
will again be moved, probably

. .
v
P

To Ultimate Resting Site

for the last time, and will be
rebuilt.

The fort will have to be re-
stored because in its travels,
many parts of the fort have
been left behind. The park
service plans to open the old
fort as a museum when it
has been restored.

The footloose fort after 78
years of travel is at least in
its next-io-the-last resting
place.
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