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Introduction

The higtory of Harper's Ferry embraces four distinmet periocds. Higtorie
and seenic sites pertaining to the town and i1ts lumediate gwmmﬁinga readily
lend themselves to classification according to these time periods. The First
extonds from 1747, the date Robert Harper settled at the junction of the
Potomae and Shensndoah Rivers, to 1794, when President Washington designated
this same point as the Qii;e for a pational ersenal and armory; the meeond dates
from 1794 to 1861 and terminates with the seizure of theme properties by the
m:iliém forces of the State of Virginia, The third period extends through the
American Wer of Secession, 1861 $o 1865, during whieh time Harper's Ferry ac~
quired preeminent girategieal jmportance as a dominating point on the vital
cagb-west line of communications (the Baltimore and Ohic Railroad and the
Chegapeake and Ohio Camal) from the head of the Chesapeake Bay to the Ohio
Valley, and also as a point exercising partial control over the north-south
lines of commmication between the Valley of Virginia and the Oumberlend
Velley. The fourth period extends from the terminstion of the War of American
Segegsion to the pregent time, and bhas only local historieal importance,
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Historic and Scenic sites identified with the first period ave:

1. Robert Harper's Potomac and Shenandoab River ferries.

2. Harper's first place or residence. The site of Dr. Dittmeyer's Druz Stors.

B. Harper's dwellimg on the Shenandoah River, iﬁ; which he lived and dled,

4. Harper's Stone House bullt during the American Revolubion bubt probably
mw@r oecupied by Harper.

5. Harper's Grist Mill, on the Shenandoah River.




G, The Stone Steps, leading from the foot of Washingion Sireet (Highway
Ho, B4) up the cliff and hews by hand from im the solid roek under
Harper's direstion.

Of these sites only the Stone Houge and the Stous Steps are now in
exigtence, The town owns

the Stone Steps, the hovse iz the property
of William M

mion of Harper's Ferry. Preelse location of the other
listed sites would require painsteking research and ground study.
Fo vigible remmins ave known.

7« Jeffermon's Hock, a seenlc point on the olife Tormlng the west bank of
“the Shensndosh River, mey be clasgified with the foregoing group of

hisgtoric sites, This point im with the Tefferson lot ¢ & property of

the clity.
1T
Sites of the United States Avsenal, Azmory and Rifle Works, popularly
kaown as the Hall Rifle Works are clesrly defined is verious War Department
liaps ~ 1836, 1852 end 1869, the latter of whieh shows the ¥ederal properties
gold at avetion in that year. It does not seem practicable to study thesge

sites with a view of restoration. The s ite of the Avsenal, or Musket Fac-

tory is, for the greater parb, covered over wiith subsequent railroad and

in@%tmal congtructions. Only s smell section of the origioal Arsenal site

iz now seen om & small plat of grownd east of the B. & 0. gtation and im-

& River)

cluded between the reilroad £111 and the original river wall. (Potoms
Foundations of two Avsenal buildings and portions of two others, partly h’iéﬁaﬁ
by the toe of the glope of the £ill, are indlcated by £lat roeks trecing the
foundation limes of these buildinge. The Armory was situated between Shensndoah
Street and the Shepandoah River, at the junetion of the two vivers. The site
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is now ovoupled by business houses and a hotel, most of which are abandoned.
Careful archeclogical investigation may discover remmants of the grous of
bulldings consbituting the Rifle Works, sbout one and ome gquarter miles up
the Shensndomh River.

The constructlon of the Chesapeske and Ohlo Caval amd the Baltimore
Railroad through the gorge of the Potomac River between Point of Rocks and Harper's
Ferry recall early developments in American tramsportation that equal 1f it
does not surpass :i;a poimk of historical importance the foumding of the Argenal.
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The Civil Wer comtributed various military gites, some of which are im-

pregsive on accoumt of the guperb panorams offered the visitov, Thege €411
into three digtinet aveas:

GAMP HILL. The camp, which wes the seat of the Harper's Ferry garrison is
roughly defined by the campus of Storer's College., A Tederal vattery im

11) recelved considerable

vieinity of the Superintendent's House (mow Anthony Be
attention from Jackson's artillery dwring the attack of Sept. 14, 15, 1sés.
Included within this ares was & line of breastworks exbending from the Shenane

doah to the Potamac River aud following the military crest of the ia,ill now
approximately marked by Hall Street. Building and street constructions have,

apparently obliterated every vestige of this work,

BOLIVAR HEIGHTS. During the operations of Sept, 1862, the outer line of de-

TRl
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Tense of the town skirted these helghts and consisted of separate »ifie pita.

Tne best single preservation is found on the estate of the late Major Sylvester,

Chief of Pulice of Washington, D. ., during the administretion of UeKinley and

Theodors Roosevelt, Another pit, an wunusually fine preservation, is located

in Alstadt Wood, ome~half mile south of Highway No. 540. Alstady flood, although
3




bearing a distinet name, is topogrephically a contimusbion of Bolivar Helghts
south of the highway. The remaing of a stone »iflc pit overlooks the Shemsndoak
River and covers the left rear of the Bolivar Helghts-Alstadt Wood Line,

CHIS, This avea pregonts a Aifficulty wiith msﬁ:@wg%m location

of militery sites. Remainms of what appear to have been structures erected by
charcoal burpers seem to have been confused with ivaces of military works.
Military equipment, principally Federal, has been found in congiderable sbundanee
on these helghts. Cereful ground examimetion, as directed by research, should
lead to the digcovery of the ﬁi’@@% of bresstworks and gum plts.

The polimt of Louvdoun Heights offers striking scenie posgibilities, Phe
ridge Yerminates in a ¢liff, the Shenandoah washing it western base and the
Potomse flowing past its morthera front. Several Tlatbop rocks, the most
notable of which are Fairview and Split Beck, afford views for 2 conpiderable
dipbance up the Potomac and Shemandoah rivers and down $he Potomse toward Point
of Rocks. Jefferson's imspired passage should have been reserved for thess

magnilicent vistas,

ILEYLAND HETCGRTS, Thie eminencs wan lthe milimry key %o Harper's Verry. Here

are found the remeins of pretentious milltary construetions: Fort Duncan, an
enclosed earthwork ou a shoulder of the rldge and inelosed within o bend of

the Potomae sbout two miles above Harper®s Ferry: Stone Fort, &m@si% worlk

of rough masonry on the ewvest @:i”‘tke ridge: the Haval Battery ma the G-gun
Battery, which occupy positions on the so-called "Pipmacle®, or the break of
slope between the crest of the ridge and the ¢liff fromting the north ghors
of the Potomao,
The geenle grandur heheld at the Stone Fort baffles deseription.
Looking morth ome mees the Valley of the “miietam and the Village of Sharps-
-k




burg, Far to the West the current of the Potomac emerges from the Alleghs

and winds across the Valley to the gorge at Harperts Ferry. Southwerd the
view i logt in the mists of the Valley of Virgimla. Turning to the sast one
sees the Polomae winding through the porges of the Weaverton and Cstoetin
ranges and on over the lowlands to the sea. On & sleay day the Washington
Monument iswisible through a glass. Here the grand strategy of the Virginia
Theutre of the Mar snd lse's two mmaiem of the North may be grasped at &
glanee,

oy

SUGGESTED CONCLUSIORS

Ho special plea is required to egteblish the mational importance of
Harper's Ferrvy, Degeription of its soenic grandeur besomes supsrflucus, A4ny
program that neglects Yo combine these two elements overlooks cbvious possie

bilities of the gitustion. An effective conbination here salls for the

development of reereational facilitles. Such a solubion imposes the primary
requirements of accegeibility %o the motor tourist. A partial gsolution is
offered by Highwey No, 340. An ideal solution 1s offered in %he proposed
mrojection of the Skylime Drive, or Appalachien Parkway, morthwerd through
Harper's Ferry and its junctlon st this point with the proposed Washingtone
Gebttysburg Parkway. Realizalion of this ideal, howsver, 1ls combingent wpon
gultable bridge locations by the States of Muryland and West Virginlssersss
the Potomae and the Shenandoah BHivers. For our purposes the Polomae crossing
ghould earry the traffic of Highway No, 340 direetly through Harperts Ferry,

and the Shemamdosh cwossing so loceted as to provide a practicable jumction

of the projeeted Skyline Drive with Highway No, 340 and the proposed Potomme

Parkway.




Granted such a golution, the following developments are suzgested for

ghudy:

1,

A recreational park of asbout 1300 scres on Marviand Eéighm, im:tming
Port Duncan, Stope Fort and the

works on the Pinnacle. A& right of wmy,
Pollowing the locatlion of the old military road from Fort Dumcam to

Btone Fort could comneet the Tort Duncan 8ile, ag a detached ares, to

the traet on the crest of the ridges The old Signal tower at Stone Fort
should be regtored, both for himborical reasons and scenic purposes.

Speclal study should be given to the problem of determining

g prastieable
location for the Skyline Drive along Marylsnd Helghbts, If such a feat

v an
is deemed/engineering impossibility, thought should be given to the comm

curgbraction of & gpur to the Plmnsele and Stons Fort ares,

2

e

e

4 reereational park of similer dimensions on Loudoun Heights, particular
attention belnz given to the seenic posgibvlilities of 8plit Rock ens

Falr View Rock,

Pogaibilities of the flood area on the north bank of the Shensndoad

River from the sagt boundary of the Rifle Works site Yo fhe mouth of the
river ghould be examined with a view of oreating s reereational center,
with speclal emphasis given to parking facilities. In fimes past

Virginius Iﬁl&ﬁﬁ has, by permission of the owners, been uged as an auto-

moblle csmp. Althousgh @@gﬁi@’w of memmw for guch & purpoge, the
fsland was & popular swmamg place, A portion of the Rifle Factory site

‘below m‘bsa:t* .‘Ls&ml h&% been flooded and used as an open swimming p@@l. This

M@eﬂi@m@@ gﬁggests %:h,es @memeahiliw M’ further development.

The %eeizien of th@ »ﬁh.wapaam and Ohio Csunal bebtween the feeder logk one
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and one-half miles upsiream from the lock just above the B, & 0. Rail-
road bridge invites aemi«tewkian both as & reecreational watermay and
an historle restoration, Difficulties attending transfer of tiﬁmfwm
the Be e D, Reilroad to the Federal Government may preclude the posai-
bility of comsideration. Aside from this obstacle mo serious difriculiy
would be emcountered. The locks are in good condition, aside from the

gates. The feeder locks are badly choked with samd. Otherwise the chane

. mel would require little or mo sxcavation. The embankments are in go0d

condition,

Cypress Island, an amusement center of great popularity im former dnys,
presents fubure possibilities. Here, sgain, bhe question of title appears
as the greatest obstacle, the island being & property of the Bs &. O,
Railroad. :

The above listed suggestions éan@mp&ama ¥hat in reality would be s

tri-state park, including lands of Haryland, Virginia and West Virginis., The

tri-gtate idea, however, should mo% be permitted to obsecwre the agsociations

invoked by the mame Harper's Ferry. No towns of 1,500 population in ¥he Tnited

States enjoys the wide-spread fame of Harper's Ferry unless 1% be those of

Comcord and Lexingbon. There is magic in the name,

Deprived of its recreational features, which necessarily imclude a pro-

Jjeetion of the Skyline Drive, development of a Harper's Ferry Wational Site

would consist of aavi.ﬁixag appropriate markers for sites listed in parts I, II,

III, This limited treatment would be of Llittle bemefit to the town and arrest

the interest of the present flow of tourists to about the extent that is evimeed by

the tmwlliﬁg publie in the historie merkers lining Highway Mo, 1 between Viash-

ington and Richmond, * oKk kK Ok K

ki




PROPOSED HARPER'S ¥l

1Y BATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Barper's Ferry had great higtoric significance during the Colonial period
as the point of mavigation and emtrance into the Shenandoah Valley from the
Groet Valley leading from Pemnsylvanie and Maryland., John Brown's raid on
Harper's Ferry arsenal is & well-known story. During the Civil War the town
figured prominently in the Antietam campaign. Today, 1% 1is & center for touy-
iste coming up the Potomac Valley on either the Maryland or West Virginie
sides, or for those going down the Shemandoah Valley imto Virginia,

The proposed Harper's Ferry Natiomal Historic Site should imelude & min-
imum aves of approximetely 1300 aeres, comprising the following historie
giten: '

1. Harper's Perry
Arsenal Site, Owmned by vhe Baltimore and Ghio Railroad,
: Associated with the story of John Brown,
Harper's gStone Steps. Owned by the town. These steps lead from the
Toot of Washingbon Street (Highway No, 3 40) wp the ¢liff and were
hewn by hand from g0lid rock wnder Robept Harper's directiom.
Jefferason Rock, Owned by the town. A seenic point om the ¢liff on the
~ wegl bank of the Shenandoah River.
Harper's Stone House. Now privately owned. The house was built during
the imerican Revolution.
In addition, it would be desirable for the town of Harper's
Terry to pass & zmoning law for the provection of the historie
quarter of the town that faces toward Maryland Heights and
Loudoun Helghts,

This eminence was the military key to Havper's Perry. Here are the
remaing of pretventious militayy comstructions: _

Fort Dunean. An encloped earthwork on the bend of the Potomas sbout two
miles above Harper's Ferry.

Stone Fort. A massive work of rough masonry on the crest of the ridgs.
Haval Battery and Gun Pogition. Located on the so-ealled "Pimmacle®, gr
the bresk of slope between the ecrest of the ridge and the ¢liff

fronting the morth shore of the Fotomae,

Eagt down the Potomas Talley, south flows the Shenandoah, and mortheast
towards the mountains, this area provides a unigue geeniec amnd historle pano-
rama from which to siundy Lee's two invasions of the morth,

3. Loudoun Heights

Hilitary equipment, principally Federal, has been found in considerable
abundance on these heights, bub as yet mo definite historical sites or remeins
of Civil War fortifications have been idemtified, Caveful ground exsmination,




as divected by research, should lead to the discovery of the gites of breaghe
works and gun pits. In addition to the military sites, suffleient land mush
be gecured to protect the seenic value of Loudovn Helpghts.

4, Bolivar Helights

It ls known that certain features of the fortifications that omee stood
on Boliver ﬁ@ig&t& survive today, but thelr preservaiion and development sre
m&ﬁ@ more diffieult by the extension of the residential area of the Ltown over
some portions. Further gtudy will be necegsary to determine whother any fea-
$ures here could or should be inecluded iz the historic gite.

® % B % % ok % & Ak %




Memorandum for e, Chatolain:
Be: Map of Har

There is on file in the Division of the Constructing Engineer, Office
of the Chief of Emgineers, War Depsr 1%, Drawer 150, Sheet 82-2, a mayp in
two sheels entitled: "ap of Harper's Terry Showing the Location of the
Winehester and Potomac Rallroad. Drawn by Lis, White, Allen and R, 3, Smith,
Uy 8o Army, under the direction of James Kearney, It. Col. and T.E. 1g3s%,

On the left hand side of the map is the following: “Approved agreeably fo
the jolnt resolution of Uengress of the 27 January 1835 and as located and
indicated by the pavallel black limes, marked & b ¢ d e £ g h, {signed)
Andrew Jackson®, The seale is "Morizontsl seale 100 feet the imeh, Vertical
geale 10 feet the ineh,.” :

porty Ferry, West Virginis.

Bheet No. 1 ig of the area west of Hall's Rifle Works and has a notation
Genal to the rifle works canal®. Sheet Wo. 2 shows the sireets and houses
of the %own, includimg the Hall Rifle Works and the Arsenal. It ig sizmed by
James Xearney end Andrew Jackson and undoubtedly is the orizinal of the plat
referred Yo by Wr. Snyder iam his letter of July 10, 1938,

The followimg maps of Harper's Ferry ave on file in the game drawer 150
Sheets 78-1-4: "Plat of Harper's ¥erry. XExhibiting the limits of the ground
requigite for the passage of the Winchester and Potomame Ballrond through the
Yown, Seale 100 feet to the Imoh.” (No date is glven on these maps but the
index eard gives the dale as 1834),

The Map Divislon of the Offiee of the Ohief of Engineers has the follow-
ing map which shows the streets and houses of the town: "Maps and Profiles of
8 Line for a Canal along the Maryland side of the Potomse Walley from Cum-

The other maps of Harper's Ferry on file in the Office of the Chief of
Engineers are of the Civil War Period. ;

The Map Divislon of the Library of Comgress does aot have any plang of
the town of Harper's Ferry but has some Photographs.

Respectfully swbmitted,
(Bzd. ) Buth Graham
Junior Historian

Hemo received July 20, 1936
Report completed ;f“m 21, 1926

(Copied from pencilled memorandum)
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