INTERURETIVE PROBPECTUB

VIBITCR €0

TER

RS FERRY BATIONAL MONUMENT

Fropared by

Herbert Hs Eissling
Park Historian

August 4, 1961



Introduction

The Intersretive Heansg
Functions of the Yisitor Center
Contents of Lxhibite

Deseriptive Uutline of dudie-Visual

Gont Swltimate for Visiter Center

Seript

1
i



DUCTION
The principel interpretive wnilt conpidered in this prospectus iz the

Vigitor Center for Harpers Perry Nationsl Henument which will be boused

in an

exieting bullding. Bullding Ye. 45, The Wilson Building, bas been

selected to function {n this vapscity. The peblie e of the faeility

will contein exbibits, an infon gng sales desk, rest recsw end an

andioe-vizual room. Due to the space liwitebtions op the First floer of the
ptruveture eovtain of th feoilitien ng

Jolnding building. £t will b

3 te be hovsed in an ad-

i

girable to ineluwde lpn sennection with this

dnetion audio-viswel work and prejection rovs and sonference

oo, 88 well as offices and tempersry libravy avd artifset storege-work

I at thin Park,

spave. These facilitiew mre n

The means by which the interpretation of K # FPerry Hational

nted to the visltors con gover 4 wide rasge of

The stories are intevesting, veried snd complicated
and should bé

nicated by severyl @ exhibdte, wayside

gxhibits, awdle snd swdie~vigual stetions, signe, merkers, seli guided

tours and to 8 liwmited extent gulded dours will be ubiliped.

pocted that the majority of visitors will avell themselves

of the main Vieiter Center in the Wilson Bul

Yding, Tos 45, before lowring

This fesility which is the main seaslideration in the

and points of interest in the Honweent will be pr

ovided. ‘The Lewer

i



1l im aves and mest be visited on

foot.

By activating the Visitor Center in Bullding lo. 45, the presmt

suporary Cemter in Dullding Wo. 56 cen he soaverted to other wee. Thie
howne which was built for the residence of the Masley Armorey of the

teslf to & special interpretive wee. Une of the

rpere Perry®s history is the stery of the
& Harpers Fervy the techolgues and wahie
duction were develeped, Coplain Jeln ¥,
Hgll et the Rifle Werke brought Bl Whitney®s idea of interchangesble

goneepts of Intereleny

vris, S0u

bly line, mase prox

ufeeturing to & high degree of perfection and establiehed it as
4@ practieal metier. o

rafin

iy we live in an econtey sede possible by further

ke of & wysiem which wes early

applind to gue produstion at

Harpors Ferrye
Ther history of the Apmory at Haypers Fersy from 1796 to 1881 ahould

both the ges

be presented ineluding eral inprovmente and specific inventions.

ol die

of fleod, fire e ware faced together by the Govern

t and the tewn. Thess factors in re Forry®s history are o

sepacte of owr whele pleture,
Pudlding Be. 38 i the most lwportant swviving sbresture §

'y’

pet

ion relate

exhibits detailing the histery of the Paderal A

y - Huwket Factory,

frsengl and Rille Works - will be esteblighed bere. After viewing the

axhibits the visiter will Fellow a path lesding from the rear of the

m&ﬁw



bullding to the Arvsensl site. Fere the present foundstions of the twe

Hore voconstyuebed walls, fonces

netrusted bullding walle will present
fn audio station and
at the seens. The eudie station can be
invorporated Iinte the fencing to become pert of the pleture, Passing
the viglitor
will b indredu sty of the

L in detall to one of the outwlanding sspe
¢ the Arpenal,
This iz the Johe Srows Story which will be teld in schibite of a

sore Parry story which ie aleo velated ¢

wik sabure replacing the provs
liot enly the John Brown Raid, but alee the background and

Jobn Brows end his setions will be
lirected to the site of the John I

n Tort” snd the Pusket Factory.

Musket Pectiogy or Jrwery slte ip presently cwned

belogy p

of the Park, the stery omm be interprote mlal interest ln the

oun story will be the restorved Jolm Byows “Fort” eontelnisg peried
The buildisg will be restored

Here the story of water |
ha interpreted.

Moo the story of the river cros ferry can be browy

pilinge. Though 1t

eut by using the present bridges and suwrviving bridge




ig well in the futwe, there will come o tine when the reconstracted

goversd bridge will be consldered justifiable frem the stendpoint of

interpretation and of avecess teo the Herviend Helghts Section of the

ments  Interpretive refersnce to both Merylend and Levdeun Helghts

Returning to the fown scene the vieitors puss the buijdings that

will vitinately be restored te thelr 1859 condition. At ihis time the

i are wkilized o dlsplay ertifacts and tebe on the &
anhibit sapew, This provides interest stimulating sidelights %o enhance
the visitor's enjoyeent of Yarvers Perry. s the restoration prouresses
axhibita in the windows will x
structures in m histeric period, The eventusl geal of Fitting out the
izable

wre and pere represent the wee of the

interiors of the stoves iz many years in the future, but is & des

chiective to be kept in minds

Harper Bouse level and the tyail te Jefferson Reck. The H

Reptored both on

tn of the houwse and the flne views frow windows and porehe The history

1

of the house and how it £ite inte the Harpers Feyry story will have te be

senveyed by slone, markers, wxhibits or literalure,

ol



The riverside room in the basement could b ah exhibit rotm with

t room fitted out as 4 kitchen. This swyested exhibit
te Hayper louse

kiblt would be 8

¢, but ghould be adequate 1o ac

interpretive displave. The kitchen wrtate to its

e

aotuel vses

The trail frem the Stene Steps

past the Cathelis and Ipiscope

Churches to Jefferson Fook,

Btabilization rather then restoration is

lated for the Episcocal Churgh,

be recuived. &t Jefferson

nioe, mwll overloek snd rest step,
lere an audle wiatlion in & stone housing te klem

at the Hook will briefly tell the wtery of Jefferses |

vigitore to thelr locatien.
Senches will be provided se that visiters can sp

as they relate to the histoyy and to orient the

» gugrveying

the scene wmor

sonveniently then et present when only dirly rocks are

availsble for dnge A low wall will be constructed

sdoe with its attendent bhase

people from geling tos near the

& very desirsble devele it due to several fastors. Jelfferson ook is

& well known point of interest and wany people viditisg

plan te visit 1%, while others learn of it after arzivel and a

ropult the majority of visitors do go %o this pepint. %o 3

roquires 4 ruther steep olinb and on & het dey vieltors would be

lieg further with thely visit. %The

banutited by 4 rest before p

scene is wall worth encouraging visitors to prolesg hwir step, but te

do this will remdre the developwent of some facilities o e 3t 8 woye

attractive stop. AL present this peint of intersst dees net hold the

.



visitor as Iong as 1t wightfally should,

‘hove Jetferweor Bock iz the Hevper

t, and Oterer Uollege, whieh will se
At the hesd of the

historle strusture, due %o ite locabion and histericul sigtions, will

be located the Clvil Wer Branch Meseun. This e 2 lovge bouss and there

is sople room to tell the Civil YWar story. Narpers Perry

gonsideration rot so mush for & majer plim

battle, but for ite lspestane

theoughout the entire period of the ways Here iz the best spporde
the Bervices has te tell the Clvil

side 11 shewid be an sxbensive eoversge of the event, 1t san be teld

Y exhibiles and by sveelal literebure oy

eg FPorry Clvil Wagr stery le o detelled

0B

e Verry when

farpers Terry i oorpected with the $ieet batlle of
as these troaps partieipited in that action. The fall of 1861 sew the
Battle of Bolivar Heights and the destruction of privale

Conts

propesty by

rote forees. In Febyoary of 1862 the tewn sulfered a severe blew



after the Civil Var. In the

ite and reguires oon
iivar Belghts

vpare Pevrys

and attention.

réble B

interpretive facilits
points.

sding helohts - Boliver, i

Iy in the Clell War story.
ghts containg rifle pite and pad

Thiv will be left lay

Ll e

s & netural

and will conteln ne am

I



des Lo
ok, 1% i juetifieble and




dings -~ buildivgs thel are resteved,
pes of restoration and that will be resbored.

reh and yegtoration sy they clreulate threugh Building We. 16 and
e fabrie of the siructers iteeld will

ophibit material, The bullding would in thie

the interier.

b setivated to wmoplain this weconday
s This Park in rether w

Fezrry Yational

nation fo netural history and human bigtory valuwes. The |
Here the geology and the bird,
8l cuntect.

d o the

history e &

The verious trails will be
vigitor. Ui jand s history-nature
& trail vireles what at one time
 part of the w

amaine of historie struetures which will be

hag sinoe

wd by alone and kere
d of the lelend loop trall, nesr Highe

pobential to be @ key |

#3540, ie a

point of interest. Noxe are

r srobeslegicel e

for final

- of the site, Thie

John

e



Worke will be slesrsd and foupdations elesrly murked and budldings

puch thwe ae the flosd sltustion Lo seivwed, it would

ble to reconpbruct ene of the bulldiyge for wmbibit

gpopes and portione of the oty sbroetures 1o convey more graphioslly

wnt and peture of the Rifle Werks, In evnjwetion with the

domy on Bigh Btreat in the

un Helghtss wit of Hghway Fa4p

iu in vy seriove 3 Lindsate Che sewire tradlie
himards
Viote lesriogs sre w

Tineet we

purpose due o the g

need Yo be of Upbwres It
detely 4o the posne during e Clvil
ibie to
aress Warpers Paryy National

s setablished privarily fer ite hisbevic nd st it seenie

values. Thinking In reg

take note of s facte



¢ Orossinge

Civil War Action at "P

Virginiue L
Rifle viorks
Clvil War dotlion
Rifle Piiw

un Hedghts

Bolivar Beloglis




By the uwse of the devices sel forth above, the Harcers Veryy story

wan emue alive in the minde of the visitors., Here we have a pobential

Blending of the old and new, of the historle scene and story with medern

deviges of reashing the public. The intercretation and presentation of
Harpere Porry Hationsl Menusent will ever be & ¢lalenges Hugcess in
making & visit to Haszpers Perry the most ssaningful experience For {he
visiter will be in relatien %o the development of the pregram outlined
@hove. Hugh can be exeused on the groundes of the warly stage of
development and the large mujerity of visitors react favorably to thelr
pxperionce, bat it nust be realized that moye complete neans of
disseninating informatlen are secesmary. There should e a steady
movement in this direstion,

The interprelbive progran and the vestoration progran oo hand In hand,

Az the restorstion progresses and the town seene conformy more and nmore
to the historie peried, new subject matter will be avallable for the inter-

preters of the arpers Perry storye. In an effort to pr

eride protection for
the Lower Town seotion three permanent guarters are provided, This should
be the extent of this progras. Moat of the bulldings in this ssctlon are
in the fleod sonw and therefore wndesiyable for housing. Tne of the
persanent quarters provided is in that zone and o were shoild be so
logated, Allowing ouy people to live in the heardt of the restorsiion

seene iz dirsetly vontrary to the goals and Justifications for the
resteration program %@@m though the fown was lived in in the hisieric
period. Ve cannot present to our visiters the Haxpers Ferry of 10568

if we are gelny to intyude on the scene & 1959 way of living. The many

1ittle things of evervday living sannst be camouflaged or in this Park

o] S



soneesled or segregated frou the vigitor use arsa, It g all one compact
ares and the eight and sound of btelevision, radle and sir conditioning is
not part of widenfneteanth century dmeriea.

»

Another aspeot of the Perk not vrevicusly sentlessd is guite &

What i develered should be of wvalue to all wvisitors including the scholaps
Haypers Ferry should rightfully becvme a research center. Frimary sourcs
materials should be gathered i seall segments and lo larye sollections

when the epvorbunity iz presented. This sateriel ls vital to resssreh

by the Jervige or by individuals, The Uervice would do well o acltively
promote the aeguwlsdtion in this sres of the Hoyd Stutler Joln Hrown
tolleckion, the Theraten Verry Jeflerson County and Civil War Collection
and the leade Fatlersen Harpers Terzy Gun Uelleetion, Witk these In hand

sobolare weuld find fn the Paxk Jeyvive & respected place to study. Harpers

Perry iz et wdgue in ifs potential for development se a vesearch centey,

-

but it ip sertalaly & prise sres for such & novenent.

=} Zo



The functions of this Vielter Cenler are seveyals It provides the

Firet contaet with the Ferk fer the sajerdity of visitorse Iis loontion is
acrozs the strest fros the seln parkisg lot and &b the entrance to the lower
Town group of uildings and seene. It should therefere provide lnfopmation
aw to what to see and do in the Park and the highlighis of thw historical
avents belng intervreted. In conjuncition wﬁ%ﬁ this there shovld be an awdlio=
visvel progran to supplement the exhibite. Individuwsl contact at the sales
angd information desk will alse supplessnt the exhibile by pevsonal inters
protation. It is hoped that the sxhibits, witbeut playing down the twe
nationally significant wvenits » the Johs Brown Haid and the Sivil war - will
still be able to inforam the visiter that there is a variely of interesting
nateral and hwean history at Harpers Feryy datlonal Honweante

C The fasilities comprizing the Vieltor Cenler musl be provided within
the limitetions impoesed by the slse of existing structures. /A new buildisng
will not be evected for this purpese. The bullding should be restored on the

exterior and remodeled on the interior for Visiter Center funeltions,

These funetions will be to provide nusews exhibits, & seles and
inforsation desk, rest roows, an audiowvisual room and a rest ares if
ponsible considering the lack of o lobbye The visitor will snter direckly
inte the exhibit ayes which will sentrast sharply with the exterise
aprearance of the bullding. Visiters® first nest ccemon requirement le
for rest roem faclilities which must be provided for. Altheugh theve are

unfortunate aspects to using & porition of the limited space available for

this purpose, this demand must be wmet without undue inconvesience to the

s

vigitor 17 his vislt is to be g plessant ap possible. The auvdie-yismual
room smet alee be a part of the Vigiter Center whele, The chosen hullding

wide



sannet accomodate all thet is proposed for 1%, Therefere it i
recomeended that the audicevisual room be located in the adiolning
ptructure, Dullding Ho. 44, and doorways cul through the walls of the
buildings. This will allew the visiter lo take advantage of the total
Visitor Center experience without going eut of the bulldings. %o place
the auvdie-visual room in anether struciure or to remulre visitors te sntey
Building He. 44 from the streel afler lesving the museun sxhibit bullding
will zweult in o hkigh less of participation in this program. Alss it is

hored the musews exhibite will prepare the visltor for the slide progren.

s

To interrapt the interpretive seqguenve by discharging the visiders into the
town soene would reduse the effectivensss of the total Visitor Center
gzparivnos,

Building Mo, 48 has ample space on the secend floor to sccomsdate
various needed facilities. These include z conbination ponference g@@%'
%@aﬁ audic-vrigual work and projection room as well ag offices for the
interpretive stef? and library and ertifect storsge-work space. As

developmant procseds at the Park some of these Faellities will be meved to

wore desirable and efficient loontions.

It ig hoped thet as there s a variely of sublecsts v be beested,

there will alse be a variety of treatwent of the axl Ba  4n adkdition

to the use of artifscts the following should be con illustrationeg,

flut, perspeciive and alectpic maps, models, technamation and dioramm.

gﬁh i}.}i “%i 3., o #

An interpretive statenent to keynete the exhibits.

ol fe



You Lre Here

1. An area map of about a bundred ndle radius. On this will be
ghown the key eities and hiohwave ae well ey other Fark Dwrviee
aress which the visitor smay choose to vislt after lesving

Vaypers Perry. Uepriain non-Service areas as well may be shown.

2+ Large photegraphs from Meryland, Folivar and Loudeun Heights and
historie shetehes and pholographs eubibited around the mep in
thig exhibit to orient the visiter o Harpers Ferry.
Bxhiblt 43,
We Are Here (The Park Service)
1o An artist’s rendering of the restored town scene, /Aserican Heritage

in thedr Pleture Histery of the Clvil Jar employed a novel

techndgue thet weuld be adapiable to representing our town seeng.
4. The Restoration 3tery told conelsely o explain this objective to
the visitoy, MIBDION 68 can be brought out in this connsetion.
Bxhibite 2 and 3 should be located to relate to each other and provide
& visual connection between the two themes of "You are heye and We are
here®,
Exhibit 94,
Rature and Han
1. The Geclogleal Story will relate the physiesl characteristies,
gueh &5 water power, to the historleml events and exviain how
thiz vower sovuree alteacted irdustyy and contributed to the

growth of the town, the John Brown Reid and the Clvil War.

wi f&m



Yirginiua Island
1. Btory of manwfacturing on the lsland,
2s  Belicf mar or model of the lzlend and its walter power systen,
3. Vorking modelsz of weterwhsels.
Exhibit 45,
Hature ve. Han
1. Ploods - photographe and deseristive comente on the floods
and a statesent of thely effect on the history of the town.
We should also state eur position op the Flood situation relative
to the develorment and resterabtion of the town seene,
Ixhibits 4 and 5 should also be grouped together as a unit,
ixhibit 76,
A Town ip Founded
Ls Hobert Harper story
ay The ferry story including a wmodel.
b, Thig site as a passage West for plonsers.
¢« Harper louse built and nsed as a tavern,
gs Jefferson®s comments and the "Rock” story.
Exhibit #7,
« » s o And Srows
1. Ceorge Washington chouses Harpers Peryy for Arsoyy site,
2«  Puginesses atitravted to Harpers Ferry.
ds  Privalse buminess on "reserved land”,
4. Hall Rifle Works.
Zxhibit 48,
Railroad vs. Canal
1, HRailrcad«Canal 2ight

ml?«



4« Harpers Ferry becoses & transsortation center.

3. Models of train and ecanal boat coming around Marviand Helchis,

odels of various tyres of raill and canal eguipment in use
prioy to the Civil War,

e Advertisements of transportation services avallable alt Harvers
Farry.

Hxhibits 6, 7 and & gonstitute a unit In the suseunm

= £

Bxbibit 49,
Jobn Brown in Kanses
ie Winbter of 1BE5-88 with demoription and drawing of open sheliers
in which the Browns faced the severe Fansas winter,
s Saek of Lawrenes and Fobtwwatonmie killings.

3. Chathaw Convention and Vrovisional Constitubtion.
Exhikit 410,
John Brows Hald
le Diorasa - "Storning the Fort”.

[

Ze Brlef account of the actlion Ly means of a rear sereen projection
of the text,
Exhibit 411,
John Brown Trial and Ixecution
1. %rial.
Bw g%&%}.«w
3¢ Hmecution.
de Lifects and paticenal reaction.

Exhibits 9, 10 and 11 constitute a unit in the muneun.

wl Ge



Bxhibit F12.
United Ztates Arsernal Destroyed
le docount of acltion,

b

% Technamstion to represent the burning.
&, falvaged artifscts to be wsed in this exhibit.
Exhibit 4l3.
Slege and Captuze
1. Degond Yanasszas - Harpers Ferry « Antietan Campaion story.
2» Sluple electric map to tell the story.
Exhibit /14,
ﬁ&xpéxg Parry in the War.

L. Bighlichis of sntive war at Harpers Ferry. Text may be either
audio or visual.

. Illustrated exhibit of events., This could be done either by
rear sureen projectien ey a nmechanical means of bringing up
appropriate pletures and sheftches in relation fo the events.

Exhibite 12, 13 and 14 sonstitute & unit in the nussun.
Exhibit #15,
What to Uee and Do

La  aArtist’s sketches of the varlouws aveilable activities.

G« Ineluded in this flat exhibit, attractively arrvanged sketches
would point out the other exhibit bulldings, Barper House,
E@%f@xw$m Roek, John Brown Fort, Island Treil, Audie-Visusl
Foem, the surrounding helghts and the €. & ©y Cansl.

Large lettered headings in gennection with the exhibit groups indicanted

above will serve to comparitmentalisze the sxhibits and guiekly identify specific

wiBe



subjects Tor the visitor, Short interpretive stetesments bencath these

ize the history

hesdings ecould tie the entirs exhibit together and s Sy
of Harpers Ferry., This would be in the nature of a frieze and the right

galection of material fto work in would be & key to ite effectiveness.

DESCRIPTIVE CUTLINE OF AUDIC-VISUAL 30RIVT:

| The audio~visual prograns should be zore of an introduction to the
Monusent than a history lesson, but there should be a blending of the
several ﬁ;@@&&mh@& to such progranmg, Highlights of Harpers Ferry’s history
have been presented in the museun exhibits and the function of this program
ghould ke to agguaint the wisitor with the activifies he has aveillable while
visiting larpers Perry National Honument,

The Fark would be introduced by slides éf the Shenandoah “treet
entrange and the lower town ag the sajority of visitors enter the area,
Other slides would tske the wisitor on a ifour of the Lower Town, to
Jefferson Hock, the Island Trail, Loudoun Heights, Bolivar Helghis and
Finally to Maryland Helghts for the historic and seenic valusg. A feow
black and white slides should be included to provide a seapure of continuity
betwean past and present,

The seript will be basically a "what to see and do” itype with enough
reference to historieal events to relate the present situation with the
past, 1t should be noted for the visitor that he has the opportunity to
gome in close contagt with significant elements of his historical heritage.
A right klending of these twe themes will produge an audicevisval program
which will enrich the visitor’s experience at Harpers Farry Hational

Honument .,
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FUINATE FOR VISITOR CENIER: {From PCP Be9-38)

Architectural Investigation and Hesearch & 4,000
Construction 62,000
Sontingenciss 3,630
Flang, Surveys and Supsryvision 7,890
Yuseun Exhibits 20,000
fndio-Visual Program LA, 000

Total 106,900

M/ e

Herbert N, Kissling
Park Historian
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