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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

The Richards Building
(Building No. %

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
October 14, 1957



SECTION I: ADNINISTRATIVE DATA

Ao Name and Wumber of Bullding:
Bullding Yo, !}, "The Richards Building",

B, Proposed Use of Structure:

The exterior of Bullding Vo, 4l is to be reatored te
its 1859=1065 appesrance, Window exhibits are to be
installed in the first floor windows as & store of the
historie period, The second floor could be used as
quarters for seasonal personnel, The third floor could
be restored as a Masonic lodge room of the 185965 perlod,

¢, Provisi for ra the o3

lorhuhavo{otbnn amed for refwnish the
house, !Money will be req to eastablish the

period store museum exhibit on the first floor of the
structure,

No cooperative agreements have been executed for
furnishing or operating the house, It may be le,
however, tc interest the Harpers Forrg“:uonlc Lodge in
refurnishing the third loor of this lding as a period
meeting room by means of an cooperative agreement,

D, m% bgtinate ?r Cost of Rehabilitating the
:

It is estimated that the total cost of reastoring the
exterior and rehabilitating the interior of Bullding No,
Ll will amount to $45,000,
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HISTORICAL DATA

The Richards Building

(Building No. 44)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Supervising Park Historian Charles W. Snell
October 14, 1957
(Rev. Feb. 4, 1958)



SECTION IXI: HISTORICAL DATA

INTRODUCTION: Part I of the Historiec Buillding Report
for Building No, Ll has been prepared in accordance with
Acting Regional Director Gibson's memorandum of September
17, 1957, This section is based on all presently available
documentary data,

1. Ownership of the Land, 1835 to 1872,

On April 2, 1835 the Cireult Superior Court of Law and
Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Commiss-
ioners "to lay off and divide into three equal lots and
parcels, the real estate at “arper's Ferry which descended
to James B, Wager, Gerard B, Wager and Sally Ann Wager, now
Sally Ann Sweyne, the wife of Hoah H, Swayne, from thelr
father John Wager, docoaaod.'l The property thus being divided
at Harpers Ferry was commonly known as the "Wager Six Acre
Reservation," an island of land in private ownership au:oundcd
on all sides by land owned by the United States Oovern-ont.z

On October 10, 1835 the three Commissioners reported to
the Court: "To James B, Wager we allot & assign the following
lots as designated J.,B.W. & numbered in the annexed Plst, viz,
Lots No, l=7«9=15 being a part of the old tavern lot « 19«23«
25w27=37=39=l1=l; including the new builldings recently attached
to the mension «lib=}7=53 & 4" The Cowrt further appointed a

1, Gibson,etc, va nsor,otc. Decree, Deed Book 29, ppe.llO-il,
Jefferson County Clerk's 0ffice, Charles Town, West Va,

2. 1835 Plat, " Wager Six Acre Meservation, drawn by Yames
H. Brm. S.G.C.. in Da‘d Book 29. 181‘7‘&8 p.lho. See App.ndlx I.

z
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speclal receiver for the Court to take into possession the
share assigned to James B, Wager for the purpose of collecting
rents on thls land to be paid into the Court, "from and after
the time the said (James Q;) Wager took benefit of the
insolvent 1.us...'3

on January 1, 1836, the Court appeinted two Commissioners
‘end directed them to sell at public auction to the higheat
bidder the real estate of James B, Wager in Harpers Ferry,.
This the Commissloners did, and on June 18, 1836, sold Wager
Lot No, 46 to James Duncanson and Pallip Coons, both of
“Yarpers Ferry, for the sum of #606& Building No. 4lj, today,
stands on the site of Wager Lot No. 46 (See Appendix I).

On January 10, 1840 James Duncanson put inte trust the
following property: "two houses and lots...which two lots are
merked snd numbers on the plat of sald (Hager) Estate as Nos.
53 and 46, the one belng situated on the south side of the
street leading from larpers Ferry to Charles Town (High Street),
and opposite the lot owned by W, & S. B, Anderson (Wager Lot 15
- subdividion L, the present site of Building ¥o. 15) = The
other (Wager Lot No. 46) on Potoumac (sic-Shenandosh] Street
ad joining the U, States line on the south, near the house
now occupied by Henry “nrd.'5

On November 12, 1842 the Trustee s0ld at public auctien,
on Ducanson's behelf, his portion of Lot No. 46 to Fhilip
Coons for $100, The Deed reads in part:

3: Deed Book 29, ppe. 140-4l,
Lo January 1, 1840, Doed of B.%3., Deed 2l,pp.214=15.

5. January 10, 1840, Trust, Deed Book 2, pp. W=95.
e -



" eeone undivided half of the Lot l6,..situated on
Potomac Street, Adjoining the U, States Line on the couth,
near the house now occupied by Henry Ward, end lummediately
below the Roman Catholic Church.,.. To have and to held the
gald one half of said house and lot..." 6

Thus in 1842 Philip Coons acquired the complete ownership
of the house on Wager Lot Ne, L6,

This property remained in the possession of Philip Coons
until July 17, 1855, at which time, for the sum of $1,830.00,
Coons sold to Williem Richards, of Harpers Ferry, the
following property:

"a certain Lot or parcel of land with a Stone House thereon,
situated on the West side of Shenandcsh Street,.., and described
as Lot ljb6... DBut there is excepted from this sale and conveysnce,
so much of the third story of the building erected on seid lot,
as is now owned, used snd occupled b{ the order of Free and
acceopled masons, to whom the Seme belongs by virture of an
agreement made heretofore by the sald mamens and the said
Coons, therefor as well eas for a gnas way to and from the Sald
third Story on the South Side of “aid lot..." 7

YWilliem Richards remained the owner of Wager Lot No, 46
and Building go. iy from 1855 te 1872, at which date he sold
this property, As Richards was the owner of this property
in the 1859-1865 period, it is therefore suggested that
Building Wo, Ll Ve called the "Richerds buildaing,"

2. Erection of Building No, Lk, 1836-168L0, 16L5-46,.

A 1836 newspaper advertisement for the ssle of vYames B,
Wager's real estate in Harpers Ferry describes ¥ager Lot No,
Lé as & vacent lot, 384 feet by 70 feet, located on

: 9
Shenandosh Street, That this property was then & vacant lot
6. Hovember 12, 18Lé6, Deed of B,%,.3,, Deed Bock 27,pp.6l=62,

Te July 17, 1855. Deed of B, &, 8., boed Book 35.’P09"1°.
8. April 27, 1872. Peed of B, &. Sep Deed Book 7, ”0198-(;‘90

9. Virginia Free Press, April 7, 1836, p.4, Col.l.
-3.




is also confirmed by the 1835 map, "Harpers Ferry Shewing
the Location of the Winchester and Potomse Reilroad, Prewn
by Lieut White, Allen, and R S Smith, U,S, Army under the
direction of James Kearney, Lt, Col, end T,R., 1835, Map 2/"
(See Appendix II)].o

Duncanson's trust, of 1840,(see page 2 of this report)
indicates that the®e wes a house standing on Wager Lot Wo,
4é at that date, This bullding must therefore have been
erected between June 1836 and Yanuary 10, 1640,

On Septomber 8, 1852 the following trust was executed,

which reads in part:

" eethereas the Grand Lodge of Virginia of anclent Free
and accepted lasons, have losned and advanced to Charity Lodge,
No. 111 at “arper's Ferry, the sum of Four Hundred Dollars,
now this Yeed witnesses, that the ‘erties of the first part,
Trustees of the seid Charity bodge, No,111, pursusnt to the
order anéd resolution of sald Lodge, do grant, sell and convey
unto the party of tha second pert the Hall now cecupled b;;
sald Lodge, be the third Btory of the building on Lot No,
46 situasted on Shenandoah Street, in “arper's Ferry together
with the right of way to the same and ell sppurienances
belonging to the sald premises, and subject te ell the conditions
ammexea to their title to the same, but on the follow
Trusts and conditions, viz: to permit the salid Charlity ~odge
No.lll to ocoupy and enjoy the seme, unlese default shall
happen in the following Trust, and on the further Trust that
1 the sald Charity Lodge shell repsy the said sun of Four
Hundred Dollars te the said Urand of Virginia,..." 11

The above indicates thet Building No.,ll had a third
floor that was being used by the dasons in 1852,
On Wovember 11, 1852, Philip Coons and his wife Annie C,
Coons migned the following deed with the Trustees of Chagity
Lodge No.1l11%

10,Natlional Archives R.G,77-lecords of the Office of the Chief
sr Engineers, ortification Map File, Yart of ‘ap Dr,150-Sheet
2«2, Map also reproduced as part of Harpers Ferry Master Plan,
Crawing No, WM<HF 3002, sheet two of three,

11.8eptember 8, 1852, Peed of Trust, “eed Book 32, p.373.



Coans granted:

" ..the privilege and right to build as a meeting place
or lodge of the said Fraternity an addition or third story
upon the stone house built by the sald Coons on the West side
of Shenandosh Street in sald town on kot No, 46 on the plat of
the division of lands of John Wager deceased.,., free from rent
or imposition,.. but it is expressly stipula herein,.., that
the said parties of the second part (the ! & their successors
shall at all times hereafter keep in good repair the roof &
spouting of the sald building at thelr own proper costs and

s, And further that there shall be no limitation as to
time in thils grant except in the event of the destruction of
the bullding by fire when this privilege shall cease & be
forever void without the assent in writing of the sald parties
of the first part (Coons)...j it is also further stipulated
for & provided that the alley on the south side of sald house
now oceupled by a flight of steps shall be at all times here=-
after used & occupied in common by the sald parties of the
gecond part & their successors & the sald P, Coons & his
assigns tenants & others claiming by his suthority..." 11

The discrepancies in the two aboveequoted documents
are apparently resolved by llr.:éli:-bou. of Harpers Ferry,
search of the records of the Harpers Ferry Masonic Lodge.
Mr, Chambers reported that the Masonic Lodge was established
in “arpers Ferry in 1818 and until 1845 the meetings were
held on the second floor of the Episcopal Church, In 1845
a fire destroyed the church, the lodge meetingeplace and
records of the lodge, Arraengements were made in 1845 with
Philip Coons, the owner of Building Nol,hli, to add a third
floor to his twoe-story structure, The third floor was
dedicated on June 2, 1846, but was not deeded to the lodge
until November 11, 1852,
of t f Build Noolly

Building No, Ll was designed and erected by Philip Coons

of Harpers Ferry sometime between 1836 and 1839, The original

11.November 11, 1852, Deed of B.4S,.(Grant), Deed Book 33,pp.43=

.5.



structure was a two-story stone bullding. In 1845 a third
story was added to the building by the Masoniec Order, this
econstruction being completed in 1846,
3. orical U L 3

The uses of the first and second floors of Building No. Lk
in the 1859 to 1865 period awalts the results of further
research in the newspapers of that period,

The third floor of the building, from 1846 through at

least mnfzm used as a meeting place by the Harpers Ferry
Masonic Lodge.
L. MMMAMM"-
No historical or modern measured dr~wings of Bullding
No, i are presently available

12, R ts of the are tioned
18’?51 s 1872.1‘“8‘ men in the deeds for both

Report written by:

Charles W, Snell
Historian (Park ﬁuporvhory)

from primary data
collected by:

Herbert H, Kissl
Pated: October 1, 1957 Park Historian .



PPE

G OF A PORTION OF THE WAGER T

#* 7 =



/RonN BeLy N D
lj
o4
d
S 3
2
32
¥
Ne 4
g v
Q
g §
N ‘
/
\\/’
e
SRR L
im0
K :
) SR PleE

| |
; g
| | ,
s
i f\‘
=

68w

32y | wdmr 12 BB pesr | Bprr. DA
A 2 & 56 W

Tracing of Portiorn of 1835
Plat of Wager lots. Traced
from the Original in the
Jefferson County Court
House, Deed Book 29, by
A. W. Franzen.



APFENDIX II

ING OF A PORTION OF THE Be & O, R
WITH THE WINCHESTER & RoHe
P g 0



Tracing of Portion of 1913 ‘
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HARPERS FEREY FROM LOUDON MEIGHTS, After 1870 and prior to 1896,
(Probably taken between 1893 and before 1896 - Catholic Church not
yet remodeled,but B, & O, Tracks in present location along Potomic)

Church in the center with thesteeple is the Catholic Church; Suilding
No. 44 is the white stone three-story building located directly below the church on

Shenanddah Street, flanked on the right by Building.lNo. 43 and on the left by Building No.45
(large building with porches on the front).

Harpers Ferry N, M, Negative lNo, HF=99
National Geographic llegative o, 140321-A






5. Conclusions and Recommendations:

Building No. 44 was designed and erected between 1836 and 1839 by the
merchantearchitect Philip Coons as a two-story stone house. The third
floor was added in 1845 by the Masonic Lodge as a meeting place ahd used
for this purpose until after the Civil War, In 1855 Coons sold the
building to William Richards, who remained the owner until 1872,

Further Research fecuired:

Acuomlndoo-plm.mhofthonummmm)étomw
give us a complete chain of the uses of Building No. Lie The same sources
will also yield data on the construction of the house. The Us S. Census
Records for 1840, 1850, and 1860 will produce background meterial on both
the owners and occupants of this structure, Correspondence of the U. S.
Armory contains information on the early career of Philip Coons; this data
is now on order from the Jational Archives.

Historical Significance and Hestoration:

Building No. 44 was definitely a part of the 1859-1805 historic scene,
As far as is now known, however, the building was not closely assoclated
with the John Prown Raid or the events of the Civil #ar, other than by
being a part of the scene in which those historic actions took place. It
is therefore recommended that the exterior of Suilding lNo. 44 be restored
to its 1859 appearsnce. It is alsc believe that the extekior of this
structure, in the main and from an architectural point of yiew, is
substentially as it was in 1859, Therefore, only restoration, and not
reconstruction, will be required on the exterior of this building.

«l0 -



Honum Use of the

It is reconmended that the first floor of Building No. 44 be fitted out
as a shop of the 1859 period. These exhibits to be viewed by visitors
through the windows from the street. In other words, visitors will not
actually enter the house, thus reducing the problems of protection. The
second floor should be saved for the storage of the exhibits in the event
of floods. Now that Storer College may became a part of the Monument,
with ample buildings for housing seasonal personnel on Camp Hill, I do not
reconmend that the second floor of Building No. L4 be any longer considered
as quarters for seasonsal personnel. If the third floor is used as a
museum, visitor traffic up and down the steps, just outside the second
floor, to get to the third floor, will make it most unpleasant for pecple
living on the second floor.

The third floor could be restored as a Masonic Lodge of the 1859=05
period, I suggest, however, that this be done only if the local Lodge is
interested in carrying out this project through the means of an cooperative
agreement, It should be specified in this agreement that visitors will only
be able to view the Lodge Room from the cutside third floor steps unless
there is some attendent of the Lodge on duty in the room to protect the
exhibit, With the limited Nomument staff, it is my opinion, that this
proposed exhibit would not be important emough for the National Park
Service to guarantee it any more protection than that given to the nmany
other exhibits located in the Lower Town section.

-n-



If the Masonic Lodge is not interested in developing this exhibit,
then I puggested that the .third floor of Building YNo. 44 be reduced to a
shell on the interior, Under either plan, therefore, restoration work
on the interior of the building, by the National Park Service, would be
limited strictly to the first floor of BSuilding lo. 4k

Lty b Pt

Charles W, Snell,
Historian, (Park Supervisory)

February 4, 1958
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