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Summary 

This standard operating procedure (SOP) contains protocol revision guidelines for NGPN Stream 

Channel Monitoring (Thornbrugh et al. 2019).  
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Revisions to the NGPN Stream Channel Monitoring Protocol will follow the National Park Service 

Inventory & Monitoring Division Protocol Review Guidance (Mitchell et al. 2018). This process 

ensures all changes are documented, defensible, and scientifically valid. Protocol and procedure 

changes must be accounted for and approved by all partners. 

The aquatic ecologist will lead an operational review after each field season. The annual operational 

review will consider minor changes related to implementation and effectiveness, and will include 

input from field sampling personnel, the protocol lead, and the data manager. 

Substantial changes to the protocol—such as new techniques in data collection and analysis, or major 

budget changes—require scientific peer review before adoption and implementation. 

  

https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Reference/Profile/2253227
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