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Southwest Archeological Center 
Globe , Arizona 

Day Labor Job by Ruins Stabilization Unit 

COMPLETION REPORT 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPI'ION 

Desc~iption: Comprehensive stabilization of Pueblo Pintado Ruin, 

Chaco Canyon National Monument, second season. 

Authorization: The stabilization of Pueblo Pintado Ruin was 

authorized by the Southwest Regional Office, and agreement to the 

work was between that office and the Southwest Archeological Center. 

Werk Order Number 3:310-X20505 , f'unded this stabilization project, 

Cons~ruction Project Number CHCA-M-74. 

· Work Performed: The second season of stabilization on ?..ieblo 

Pintado Ruin, Chaco Canyon National Monument, New Mexico, began 

on July 1, 1969. During that week a work camp with a trailer 

house field office was set up at t he ruin site. Supplies were 

purchased in Farmington ana delivered to the work site or to the 

Monu:nent Headquarters. A crew of ten Navajo workers was under 

the supervision of Archeologist Martin T. Mayer, a ssisted by 

Seasonal Archeologist John K. Weir, Ruins Stabilization Unit, 

Southwest Archeological Center, Globe, Arizona. 

The 1969 work began where the 1967 season's work le~ off in the 

east end of the north wing of t he ruin. The aim of the 1969 work 

was to complete stabilization of the north wi: g and begin stabi ~~::.. 

zation of the north wing and capping of all t all and/or fragile 
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t 

walls of the west -wing. Final capping and grouting of t hese west 

wing walls was d.eferred until the next season. 

' A tinted cement mix of three one-pound cans of Tamms Desert Tan 

Concentrated Cement Color to each sack of cement was used. It 

was decided, during the season, to coat the stabilized walls with 

a mud-adobe wash, to add an even more natural tint to the mortar 

work, and to allow the cement mortar under the fast drying mud to 

set slowly in a "curing" manner. The 1969 season's work t erminated 

on September 1. 
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Pueblo Pi ntado Ruin 
Chaco Canyon National Monument 

Room 45, South wall, before stabilization. This wall is an excellent 
example of the wall masonry conditions throughout the ruin. The t ·, 
courses are loose and "ready to fall'' . The face Las missing venee:;. 
eroding beam sockets and cra cks , h ich weaken t:1.e entire wall . 
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Pueblo Pintado Ruin 

Chaco Canyon National Monument 

Room 45, south wall, af'ter stabilization. This pp.otograph illustrates 
the results of stabilization-preservation work performed throughout 
the ruin. The wall has been capped with integral members, the missing 
veneer and stones have been r eplaced, the masonry around the beam 
sockets waB reset, missing spalls were replaced and the wall groutec . 
The final step was an application of a mud-adobe wash. 
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Pueblo Pintado Ruin 

Chaco Canyon National Monument 

Men at work on the west wing of the ruin. The taller wells are 
being capped and tied together with integral members as a first 
step of stabilization. 
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Pueblo Pintado Ruin 
Chaco Canyon National Monument 

Room l5, north wall, before stabilizaj;ion. This view, i ·~ the 
west wing of the ruin, illustrates the extremely loose, sep~~~t ec 
and overhanging condition of the wall stubs. Advanced erosio:..1 
t h::-eatens the collapse of superb wall sections . 
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Pueblo Pintado Ruin 
Chaco Canyon National Monument 

Room 15, north wall, af'ter st ab i 2-ization. The wall has been 
integrally capp ed using 3/8'' re- -:)"' r .- Other ,-ork was c.z:.:er:ced 
until the 1971 season . T: e dura-ole, weathe:r:9roo:..' ca.]:;:i:.:ng will 
insure preservation of' t r. \ . .:..11 ur.t:-1 cm;-.:plete ~.:. ~:i::_:.izz.tion 
has been acco~plished. 
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