
Douglas-fir and Spruce Beetle Repellent Treatment on Grassy Cone Stand, 

Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve 2019 

 

From May 7-9, 2019 approximately 700 MCH (3-methyl-2-cyclohexen-1-one) 

bubble caps were applied to trees in the Grassy Cone stand. These trees had been 

almost entirely (80-100%) defoliated by the Douglas-fir Tussock moth in 2017-

2018 

 

Bubble caps were stapled as high up as the person could reach and to the north 

side (generally) of trees to limit sun exposure and prolong life of the packets. 

Bubble caps were spaced roughly 40 feet apart throughout the stand (as per 

direction from Chad Nelson – US Forest Service). Large live trees were sought as 

preferred targets but this was not always possible to maintain the 40’ spacing. 

Packets were placed on limber pine when no Douglas-fir stems were available. 

Very large trees (>20” dbh) received 2 bubble caps for the first 1/3 of the project 

but when it became apparent that we would run out of packets this practice was 

halted. Trees which received 2 packets are all on the upper ½ (approximately) of 

the slope. Bubble caps were stapled with the most visible side facing out to make 

retrieval of the packets easier at season’s end. 

 

 

 

 



 


