
A Brief History of the Anacostll!! .tJ.--.-,-----------
~: ::i. tcr· Pa:..·r, and the 1:, .B. Shaw-, or rrerd.l'irorth, 
Aqua tic: Garde~ · · 

Prepared by 
Charles Wo Snell 

19 pp. 

Hationc.'.J. Capital Tean 
Denver Service Cent.er·, 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

September 2978 



TABT.E OF CO!-rTL1'TTS 

1. Pre-History and Archeol_ogy •. • • o ••• ••••. _.,. • • .,. e • • ., •• • • •...... 1 

2 o History-The Anacostia River to 1898. H ........ ., •••••• •••• o .3 
II! c':• 

3'o sia_te 01· the Ancostia I?.ivcr to the Dittrict 
:tine in lfi 9 8 o o • o o o o o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • o .. , ! • • •• c o • • o • •• o o •• • c • k 

4o The Mc-Hillan Plan for a 11 Anacostia Water Park'Jl 901 • ..... o. 6 

5:0 P.:ec1amation on the An:acostia River anc. Development 
of a Pa:-ck, l!9J2-l9J8 •••••• •••••••••o•• •-•••••••• o••••••••••••o 9 

6. History L'f the Kenilworth or W .B. S~-~ Aquatic 0cll'dens 1 
l88Q.-l9)[i. • • • • • o o •,:, o- o • • e • • • • • • • • • • • • • •, • • • • • • ::,, • e o ~ • • • • • • o • • • ].)" 

7 • The Ac1uc.tic Gardens under the !Iationa:. Park Ser-vice, 
193 6-197 {! •••• 0 •• 0 0 0 0 ••• ,Cl •••• •••••••••• f1 • •••••• 0 0 0 O· 0 0 0 •••••• • l~~ 

19 

' 

- i 



\ 

---
The first white man known to hai:re visi t,Jd the junction of the Potoma•:: 

and Anacost:i.8. Rivers was Captain John· Smith,. who aITived here: in J'.608 , . 

· in the course. of his. exploration of the trib-,1taries of the / l-. Chesapeake 

Bay. At the time·· of his, visit there was a t.l'..riving Indian village ~nth 

11 80 abl.a men· [wn.ITiors:)11 located at: the mouth of' and on the ea:s-t bank of' 

the Arracnstia Rivero "This village., 1-1hich Smith called "Nac.'Otcl1:ta:M1
11 ,ras 

the home of an Algonkian-spaaking p:eople., ,;.rho ·:,rere peaceful and :-rell-dispos ~d 

towards the w:1.: tes • By the end of the 17th Century, however., the Nacot;::;htaz:k 

or Anacostiai Tribe were forced to, abandon thei:r village and their lands 

as white s·ettlers encroached on their territory- and developed farms on the 

forested :tand. 

Arch:eologicnl sites yielding Indian artififacts left by these people 

have .. been found along the entire· length of the Anacosti.a River from its rronth 

at Giesboro. Point to its heam-raters in the upp3r regions of Prince Georges 

County, !iu-yland. The sites in the upper rea.:!hes: of the river usualJ:y 

represent pre-p~Yttery cultures; of the Archia.c: ?eriod while along the -uide 

sandy terraces on the ea-st side· of the· river i1 the 8 and 3'4: rrd.le s.tretch 

from Bl.adensburg.,Hd. to the junction with the P~tomac., the s·ites are of 

later.Woodland peoples. who had pottery and engaged in agricultureo 

. No deep. or concentrated sit•es suggcs,ting v.illages have been discovered 

along the Anacostia P.iver~ The situation seems to have been one of man;f 

single houses· or small groups, of structures oc,:upying ·fav:or.ed spots along t.11e 

entire river bank· rather than the development of large villages~ 



All knmm_ archeological sites. ai..mc the river have been destro:ved 

by urban development, and,, extt'.Qpt for. sever-~. sizeable surface~llection:3 

made durine tr .. e last third of the 19th cent· try, nothinB remains of the 

Indian occupation. Only tvro a- cheological s·ites have been ro..-cavatedo 

In 1936., during the enlargenent of Uolling ~ield, bro Indj_ans burial pits· 
,, .. 

were exacuated and a munber of skeletons w:e;'.'e salvaged by archeologists of 
·1 

of the United States National l1hsml1llo In 195?', 1-~. Hmrard A. 113.cCord/ 

Corps of Engineers, U.S. Arrl\')~) tested a sma11 one-acre, site lo.cated on 

low ·g~ound on the left bank of the Anacostia, River, just downstream- frol'll End 

bordering on Bevercfum. Creek at the Washington suburb of Kerr.i.lwortho 

This: site had been farmed for rany years and much modern debris was fourru 

on the surf~c:£? and :in- the pl.ow-disturbed topsoil. 113.cCord's excavations cm 

on this site, which was owned by ?Iational Capital Parks., produced rrumerous 

Indian artifacts., including pottery., stone p.:r-oJec-tile points:,.. and other 

stone tools. These, objects have been placed in the collections of the 

United States ihseum. The total: area uncovE:red was 500 square feet.. 

No pi ts, burials,, or postmolds were f.ound. The art:i.fioats- found suggestec. 

that the Kenilvrorth site saw repeated occupc.ncy by the Indians durinc the 
2 

la.st 3.,000 years.,, ending about A.H. 1,6500 

113.cCord,'' Archeo!ggy of the Anacostia Valley of Wash_ington,D .co and·,·.· 
!hryland,11 Journal of the I Washington Academ;,r of . :· ... ..1 3ciences, 

Volo 1.ia, Ho. J2(December 1967),393-3970 

s zt,.-
1 • .,J)rs. T. Dale Stewart and Waldo Ro Wedelo Bolling Field is. located at the 
ma/.1th:. of and on the ea.st baz,Jz of the Anacostia Rivero 
2 • Powell,Eenjal"lin B., and How-J.and,. Herij2.min C., Archeological Ba·se "I-ne 

Part of the :aster Pl.an, N~tionalCa!)italRegion, H.C.P.o 30030 dated 
l..lec.6,-1963,. sheet 1 of 1, .tievised February 24,1966. a,,_),-



2 • Histor-J- ~he Anacostia River· to 1898: 

Durmg t.:1:e early growth of Washmgton irr the 19th century., extensive·· 

plans: wrere .nade for harbor develop:r.ient oi.<lower Anacostia. But the 

development o.f the city moved westward,. so that·. the swampy Anacostia: 

iregion remai£rred a wr.iJl.d area., with only a :few farms, located on the •·:• · 

highlands. ·.rhe wide swampy, reaches, of tlu, river were divided mto 
ran 

channels that , ,-1 between bush-covered i::ilets and vast expanses of 

i:n.ld rice· and these conditio~ prSVJa.ibd 

first third of' the 20th century. 

. , down mto the 

The extensive area of.' tidal. fllats al.ong the 1-_, ',:. •,y11 ~ •• ~,c~. or 

A:nacos;tia P.:.ver was: a breeding pl.ace for ;·,he malarial mosquito and 

this d:i.sco~c.g~-ome building m that area:, Ch the best: or higher land 

alongt the i-rnst side of the marshes: were p~:ald the. Congressional Cemeterr-,{ •', 
q('5o'Z& . . 

jail., hospital., crematory., a:ndl(dumps of thE? growing Capita.lo The 
. · (?01., 8 and 3/4 miles 

Ana:costia River., origma.lJ}y navigabl.e b-.1 s2 j_ling craft up to Haa.densbu.rc, 

'Q\ /\ ' 
Mio, by f-1:S(fo had become choked by washings from the clearings and cultiba~<f.4-

fi.ellds. 

A joint resolution of Congress:., approved April 111 1898., directec. 

the Secretary of ·war· to have a projee'.'t preparec:f. f'or the improv-vnont _of the ,;.,_-.­

Anacostia River and the re~la.rnation of its flats from the line of the 

District of Columbia[ with i13ryland] to the mouth of said tj.v~., trith an 

estirrate of the c-ost of the same and a report on the area and ownership of 

the land to be rec-l.c1.imed ••• .," The Chief of Engineers transr.rl.tted the 

requested study., prepared by Lieut. Col. Charles Jo /-.1 i,' Allen and dated 

December 1
1
1898, to the Secretary of War on Dec:ember -l2·th of the sai--ne yearo 

~' :le u,s. House no.enents,.56th Concress., 1st Ses:sion(l899-1900l Appendix K-16 
to"!leport of th-e Chief· oi' Eng:ineers,'1 cqmprL:::lng F.eport-of .Lt..Col. Charles Jo 
Allen,"Survey of Ana.c-ostia Riv.Jr,"· date.d December 1 1 1898,(Se....~al !Yoo 390>)., 
p:olli43. Hereafter cited as: AllenJ 18980 



.3· 0 State of the Anacostia River to the D:~strict J,ine in 1698: 

Col. Allen described the river as follows: 

GENERAL ni,;scnn•T[ON • 

. · Tho Ana~·ostia River wa:,i f'ornwrlf k11o~v11 as the E_an~~~n Tir'.in,<:h of 
the l'oto111ae Hivcr, a111l ha.-; tlii:1 d1.•s1:;11at1011 on '!Jail,\ H~l1.~1t_111,1i' ~j )W· 

'the m:iin stn•am )1as it:1 rise in l'ri111:c Oc1•l';!l\ Clou111?,:. It' •:,U~,~,h~111 
In .. i11 '\ "'Cncr•1i so11thwt•st,-rlv 1lin•ctin11, t>llt,•rs t 11 '· 1~rnc II t' ·t • 
I ·"' • " • • , . , . l'. . t I 1 • ·out ht>rt' lll<l'<t ex rc1111 y 11:i, a11d cm11tt,•:1 i11to tho l 'otn111a1: .i \'N a · ic s · ' . · ti 

· · 1 t'IJ · t l··· • lll tlll'rl""htornor 1-eir the tity of \Vashi11°to11 (;r1·c11 ,•a Olli' )\ 111 :.. ( . ,-. l . I. 

I • · ,... •. I I •t·t · 1tl •rlvln11k at t. 1c 111011Lu 
t·t)' hank nml C~il'suorn l'o111to11 ti~: l, _or s~11 i~ :'. •. I , , ft on tho 
ot the riv"'r Tl1e fon11cr ht>atl ol 11av11!at,on tor suul 1.r,~ 

1 
.· . 

\ · •t I s·1 ·1 , • 1.n- the l'hn11111•l ot t 1c In er, 0 llacostia wa:,i Hl:i!lt-11sb11r:;,,. 1 ., • \ 1111 ls, • 
1
· ,·. ' · . ,, l fret tho 

alu,rl' the 111011,h 'fhe rall"ll of ticl1\S at Bia< l\tlsulll'/! I" ~. ·, 

~i,lrli of the s1\·c·a111 at tl1at'"poiut beiug- 1a.:; feet and the depth at lo\\' 

ti11t• 11·,,111 l to ) A feet. . . 
1 1 r a ,fo,tn111·c of 

l\e1wcc11 lllailc11sh11r"' all(] the n1str1ct- ;101til! ary 1110, • 1 1· \J· · k 
:i!,uut q mifos, the 1,_0111~-;,i of tho river is (llllte tortnon_s. :1111. tie • ,u:. ~• 
ru lil-,;t li1·111 "ra1lnallr uccomo 111:irshy •. 'fhc tleptl!s m t h_t. uppl r ll ,11 tt 
1,r 1• ~b •. ., 1- t .. lii·illy 1111•n·1s111" to a.1011 t II,; !il'1:t1011 l'allg'C lrolll l to ~ cc , 1!1 •11 . ' ·. . ' ,... , . I' 't f 
-I t't•1:t nt the JJ.istrict )i11e. From the Jfo;tnct 1111c (th'.'- 11 1'Pl: 1 11111. 0 
!1,1' -111·wy) to 1 •~.;11ii 11 «s J :riil ''l' till\ 1li:,;ta11cc is auo11t '.! Ill lie:<: At, l1t 11,rn 
·1••:tw,.l'll these '1ocalit.i,;:-1 th11~lt•pths rang-c fro 1:1 ;; ~0 u.~ lcl'~ :II~< \ ,c..., 
1t11it!,s froiu 11;; to :.!50 fret. 'l'his l'-1:ctio11 of the nvcr ts _)1111cle1~•tl .'.Y 
"' 111c 111arshcs or !lats with :some swamp area, the t\xlrc1w! \\ 111th ot thc:so 

. ·. flatR uctwcn11 ldg-)i-ti,lr. lilll'S, :11ul i1H'l11,li11g- tl11: l'i\'1\r ( han Ill\], rarigi;,~ 
· · fnn11 a mi11i11111111 of l!lfl li•l'I. to a 111:1xi11111111 of ~,:,~II J'et,t. 'J'lu: Ila!:-; an, 

· c11vcrc1l for 111 111y 11w11tlis of the ,YP:tr witl, ,L d1·11:.:1\ g-rn.vt.11 of wild i·i,~; 
nt11l coars1\ g-rasst•s; aJ:.m, in 111w 1111::dity, with ln:rn1. 'l'lu:y an: ir,1.i:r­

·.. 1-C'd.t:ll with J11;111,·1·1111s small st.n::1111s a11tl ar1: ov1:rll11w1•tl al, liig-li t id,, 
.. · 'l'lll\ 1·:m~o of litl1\ at l:t\lllli11g-s J:rirlg-1: is 3 f1·ct, wl,ili: I.Im width 111' tt,;; 

• ch:11t11t'I lll\rc is nm li•ct. a11d its 111axi11111111 d~plli 7.\ fc11t .. 
· Below Bt•1111i11g-s Bridge tl11: ril'l\r, llowi11g- so1il.l1, t,,Jfows ll11! tir- 111 

gl'o1111<1 Oil f.111\ It-ft., 1111\11 t111·11s abn11,tly 111 t lw rii:l1t, :u11I flows wi::;1.
1 

:lful 
t10011 l'l's11111i111.!' it11 so11tl11•1·l.r co11rSl', I lows alollg- f lw co11q,arat i\'f\ly lirn1 
l:'l'flllllll of l:l' .. 1!I"Vati1111 ~"- 1:1, 011 wl1id1 1111; Hist.rid. 11·11rld1011sc :1111 ( 

jail an1 lol'atl'd, a11rl IH:low whid1 I-lie river is crossc1l h_y I.Im Balt.i11111 r,, 

nt11l l'ot11111ac t:ailrnatl hrid;.:-o. 'J'Jm d1•pth ill t.li11 cli.111111:I l11,t.•.r1•,• 11 
'.,.: thOS(.\ two uritl;.:·l'S l':tllg-l'S f'r11111 ,!I lo l!I fh•I,, whih: Lh1: low-1.irlc widt:li . 
. . "·here tho ch:111111'1 is ,n•ll deli11crl, Yari1·s from 1:,11 to ~70 li:l:t. 't'lu~ 
. chn1111cl is hnrdl'rt•d 011 lhc right., li1\low J:e1111in~s Brirl1~1:, hy Ila!:-; fr-1111: 

·, :l,000 to !!,700 li-1·t wid,·, co111111,s1\1l 111' oxtrc11iely soft 1111111 a111l 1:ov1•1·,'.il 
· · with a ch-11sc •,!r11wl.l1 111' wild ric1\, '!'heir avcrag-o l1cig-l1t, is I.I f'1:1:t, 

. nuo,·e low tit!,•. At l1ig-h tide tl11\y an:, of co11rsB, ov1:rllowcrl. 'flu: 
, bo111ulai-y se\\·1•-: dis1:l1arg-cs 11pn11 I his marsh a111l t.h<: elih :111rl flow 1,f 
· tlw ticle has dililrili11l1ill tho 1-:1:wagt1 ovc•r it-,·wJ1crc it fcrr11c11ls a11d gives 

forth 011'1•11si \'C ~:1s1•s. 
. On tlw lowt•1· p:1rt of this :,.i>dio11 tlwro arc flatR on ti111 11:f't of tlie 

. t'h:u111l'l ucar th1• railrna,l hritl:,:'l\, which are g-eucrally ·t,<'li>w low tide 
· 'dcpth:-i of water upon lln·111 r1·:11:hi11g- 111•arly !! feet. '1'l11,se Hats l1av1~ 

nl:<o a ~rnwth of' :1q11atii: g-rass1•s which t:u·ilitatcs tho lollg-mcut of Kilt 
: 01111 scdi1111•11t, a111l is ca11:-ii11)! rapid slwali11g-. 

'!'ho wiclth uf the eutire rircr l..ll'twl•c:11 t.hc liucs of Ligh tiilc ran~ei1 
in tlti11 i;cctio11 fr11111 1,liOO to ;;,:lUo fot•t. •r· 11 .. .. · 
- • • · •• ... '· · · ·· • eo 

11 The total distance from the District boundary 

line to the mouth of the 

2 • Allem, 11.J.i5-lhl~6. 

river, r:1.easured along the :;·:. ~ 
)6.,300 feet, or about 6-? 

~hannel., is 
,7iJ.eSo11 2 
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In making the field survey., Col. Allen reported: 

It was necessary fur tho lielcl party to travcrso tire tlats :wove low 
tic.lo 011 foot to take 111cas11rc111c11t:; and h'.nds alon~ fliu varions li,ws in 
order to dot1~r111irw 1~le\'ntio11s. 'flw 11111,l was so sot& i11 111.111_y pl:11·1\<1 
that a 111u11 would si11k iuto it to a dPpth of I or:! ft•et fro111 l?is own 
weiJ!ht-, wlti'ic the wilcl ri('e had attai111:d such a g-rowtlt:tl1at it wafl with 
dillicnlty tl1:lt Si:!hts co11l1l UC takeu :tll<l si;!llals l!Xt:liallg"C'(l. [11 adc.li­
tiou the sewage fro111 the ;.:-n·at l1ou111lary SC\\'1•1· re:ml111·ccl t.lio surrouull-
iug,; ahuost intoll'rablc for tho party. . 

U111lt•r 1mch co11tlitio11s tho liclcl work conl1l not bQ. carric<l fi>rwar1l 
·._ rapidly, l,ut: it was IIC\'Crtl1clcss co11tinn1)11sly pro,-ccuted, :1111! 011 ,July 

. _ :u, 18!18, tla• sun'l'Y or tho Sl'etiou between the li111: o_t' 1',lmssachnsett,i 
:.·. · · · -·, avl'nue a1Hl 1:e11ni11:;s !:ridge ltacl LCl'II 1·umplet1•1l i1111l co11sidcral1le 

· · . · work !rail l.1t'1·11 tlo11e 011 tlw ,;urvey of tl11i seetion 1.H:tween the hri,Ig·o 
and the Histril't huu11«lary li11c. 011 this upper seeti,)iJ also a tra,·crse 

.. _ line w,1s run complct1•ly :1ronncl the arra s11rveye1l. Al.love ];eunin:.>;s 
... . · :Bri1l~o the 1:ats wcw s11111ewhat. higlier, lint still eovcrc,l with a, growth 
·· •·:•·.··.of wild ricCI aml aq11at-ic plants. 'flu., g-ro111Hl was :,till very soft aud 

-·- : the tlats we-re i11t1~l'Sl'ctl·tl with 11n111erous •'1lrai11s" or bells of small 
· > · stn~ams thrnng-f..1 which the title chhe1l a1ul tlowetl. 011 a, part of tl1e 

. area a swa111p was fou111l witlt a ltca,·y ;.:-rowth of timli'}r turoni::h which 
·the sm·,·cy J;ues had to Lt\ cnt. 'l'lle llats l1orc were fre11 of licwa,::c, but 
. with this exception tl1c «Ii lliculties ot' prosccutin~; ~ he Held work were 
quito as gre,:tt as below lh-11ning-s Britlg-e. • 

The survey of the scctio11 of river hctwc-en Jlenni11r.~· Bridg-e nnd the 
Di,-trict IJ01n1lary line was 1•omf1lctc,r ::5eptc111h,ir 1, a1,d·a partial survey 
matle of the sectio11 lie tween 1'1 assachnsl•tts a,·euuc e~ t\!ll(led ant! l'op­
lar Poi11t-. .'' ·· · · · · · · · ... ·-· 

Colo Allen urged that the Anacostia P.iver be :iJ,1proved 

to provide better access to the Navy Yard., to increase facilities. 

fbr co~ce a:id navigation, and to remove existing unsanitary 

conditions. Of this last ite.."'ll , he comr.rented: 11 Along the Anacostia. 

front of the ·city- there· are reported no ·less than eight sew.er outfa:11s., 

comr.rem:::i.ng Wiith the large boundary sewer on th.u-

iim-th a1J1l •~u<lillf! with J:iTJJe~ Creek Canal, near nr:·n:1rd!l P1li11t • 
. 'fJ,e»e 1-;ciwcr,; r:;tr-ry a largl! w1lume c,f s~wal,!e int-0 tlle riY,•r c.,1d1 11:ly. 
: ··Jn tl,c: fow1•r part 1,f the rh·er a111l duriu~ c·bli ti«lt'- mnrb ,1f the :ww:1)!1' 

h; •:arrit:il i111n t 111, 1·l1auuel, f!r:tdually r,•a<·liin!! the P11r.11nar. Hut in 
· Um UJIJH:r part. ,,f tl11: rin!r, a11d particular)y on th!'.' tlootl ti.it'. tl11' ~,•w 

. · ugf! i>i 1:an11:1I ,,v,:r the llat,- awl wi,lely cJi,-semi11att•tl, :111,l as th,•. tid,• 
··_. fallis It. r1:111ai1,:; 11,dg(:d iu tl11: a,,uatic gra;-f!es, whc-n' it frrnll'nts in tho 
' t1U1111111:r :md 1,1111111111 lwat, coustituting an active sunrt'l' of dis1•11:<c, 

'J't11, flat al. t.111\ ,,111.!1,t of the lmu11dary sewer, alrea1ly lil'~l'ril•l'1I. prllb-
111,Jy n,pn,i;1:11t.!'i r 111: 11,axi111111n ,,r the cxisti11g uusa11it:1ry 1'.11111li1 i,,11,-. 
'1'1,1,:111 1ia11u, 1:0111lit.i,,11:-; p11:\·aiL tlJ11t1:;h i11 :i. lesser· dcgTl·e, 011 the 1l:1ts 
t,dow, a111I part ic:u 1:irly •111 t.1111,;1, i11 front of tlie uavy-yanl .11111 tho rn:..1•r­
vutiu11 uf t.1111 (jo\"1~rn1111i11t JJo;;pital for the InsaTJc, as th'! pr1,iodio11 of 
l'11pla1· l 111i111. a11d 111111ill 111:11lc l1c:rc i11 acc·or1la111:c with th1• plan of 18!1l 
tc•111l, 1111 n·111,rt.,•d, to rdard the already slow tidal curnmt. 

•rtr,! n,:mlt. of thh1 1111sa11itary cor11litiou is, as reportl•tl, the prevalon,·o 
· or 111alari11I 1lis1•:1,w:-1 i11 1111'. portions of thCI city and District which lrord1•r 

tl111 ri\·cr. 1:1•p11rl:-1 or 1 ho H11r~eo11-Ge11eral of the Navy show that 
diHPa:-11·11 of' U11H charn1·t.1•r have litcn prev'alt!ut at the 11a vy-yanl, 
whil.1 1.1111 olli1·,·r iu char;.:-e ol' tlw CTon•rn111ent llnspital for tho J11,-;a111i 
l,11:-1 frn,p11,nt.ly c:1 ll1•d a.lt1\nt ion in his :-. n11ual reports to the condition 
ol'_ IIH"su llal:-1 a,-; lho ,~:111s11 uf malarial disease in that institution. ) 

J. Allen,1898, JJ.J.50,,1451-52 • 



6 
In.ft,t.rn.Y?'Jar:Lzing the data for his- estinates·, Col. Allen Hrote-:· 

"The pro_posed' Anacostia River improve;rent covers about 7 miles of 

\ 

·· river ; and. tho area of reclamation would bn- about 1,389 acres( :includ:i.rrg 

reservoirs: above Ben:nngs . /1\. '/ Bridge). ~?he esti.rna.ted cost oi the 

··low.:.grado filling would be $. 2,839,J.20, °'j,, 1he high grade.$ 6,967 ,fJiO. 
· Ir the work be li.'lli.ted to the part beiow the Benni..'1gs Bridge, the area 

~ecJ.amtkd will be about 8hJ acres-, at a cost to low grade, o.f :t 2,194, 72_ O';, . . 4 
or about 6 reni;s:. per square foot." Allen c.lso dilculated that the 

project would t3ffect about ; 5.40 acres of privately Oimed agricuJ.tural 

land and 1.,,69; ,-877'ol0 square feet of privat,ely mmed sub-divided lando 
5' 

The ass.-0ssed v&,lue of this property was abcn;.t $ 22,987 • 

There the tiituation stood when the HaHillia.n Commission: began to study 

the improve..':!eni, of Washington,D .c. irD 1900. 

4. The Mclti.D;.'!.n Plan for a "A.nac:ostia hlat£r Park~f J.90l.: 

The· :Y~'6..1Ian Corranission, a Senate sub-0onnnittee na.--ned after its 

Chairr,1an) Senator JanBs B. 1-b!·!i.J.JB.n, wa;s established om 1900 to prepare 

a. general plan for t.~e development of:' a publi~ park syst~~ for the~tion's 

. 'pital. · Four outstanding Ar;ierican artists ~r.ere engaged by the commission 

. to help· prepare 3. master pl.an£ included were Architect Daniel. Hlc Burnham of 

l---

' ~hicago, Frederick Iaw Omstead.,J.r., ·,_,:. ~dscape architect from Drookline,H:i.ss., 

architect Charles Fallen HdG.m a:f New York City., and scu.1ptor Augustus Saint­

Gau· crerut., also of New York Cityo 
' . 

4, Allen.,1098. O·o lJ.J.57. 
5 • .Ibid., 1158-J.463 o ----

) .,, 



I.,,- the 11'c!1illan Comnrl.ssion report,. submitted in 19011 the coITL."llission 

remarked: 11 The present outrageous· condition of the Anacostia River has ' 

been so fulJ.y discussed before the Congress in various: reports during the 

last several years that there is no occasicn for us. to describe: it in deta.U 

again. Suffice it to say that within the Di:.;trict of Columbia the Anacostia 

is: a fresh-wat~r estuary w;ith a normal tide of about three· feet., -;rhich alter­

nately covers ,;nd exposes to the sun a great ·area of reeking nru.d f].a~ upori 

which the @:99.t.atic plants constantly entang:,e additional deposits of r.rud, 

slime, and· purtify:i.ng organic matteru., lfo conditions could be more favorc.ble 

to the develop!'ient of ma,'laria, and because of these conditions the diseasE 

had made havod: Hith the i.nl!ates a."1d. ·cf ficers o.f the Government Hospital for the 

Insane, of the jail.,, and of the workhouse, ar:cl with those occupied at the 

Navy Yard,- and \ the Washington Barracks •• • 

"The pressing sanitary problem is simply to do away with the low 

amphibious area· which are alternately flooded and expcs ed, and to convert 

them.. either into deep ,-rater- or into dry land;: but :L."lcidentally the ~rove:nents 

may be made to provide increased commer.ical water frontage, while a part of 

the reclafumed lands may be used as a parko ?'l_ans and e stima.tes for the 

improvement of the river., with a view: to c011rnmrical occupancy belmr, B~nn:ingf; 

Br_igee,, were prepared by Colonel Allen arrd submitted to Congress in ltl98o 
. . ~ 

For the portion above Bennings Bridge the. time and appropriation did not . . . A 

suffice for complete surveys· artdE£>timates:., and the possibilit:,~ that this 

·section would ever be used for commerical frontage., even if impr_oved, was 

thought to be so slight as not to be worth cons:ideringo .. o In the upper 

section., above Bennings Bridge., a s:im:i.lar tre.t.la..':lent [ dredging and filling 

marsh lands) was proposed, but with the- channeJl widened into tictajoasins, 



"the. shores of which w,erff to be parkedi' 

The ¥,e;cH:i.llan report proposed creating a: park and great lake 

above· t.he commerical sec:tion of th·e Am,costia River by rrreans of a: 

·d ·am located either at H,issachusetts Avenue 011 the Benning Dri~. 
·'-> . · proposed 

. ·11 The· res'l!lt ·of thi:BAtreatment.,,"_ the Co11rnission W]:·ote , wouJ'.d be a gre1t 

·lake;. cie·eP' enough to be clean and: free :i'.'rom vege;tation., refres:hed by a 

sufficient flovr of water,. kept free fror1 mosquitoes and nalaria by its 

depth., by the unobstructed si•reep of the wd.nd., and bF its clean shoresj 

and surrounded. by natural meadows and groves that need only to be 

cultivated ·3.nd protected from ixm~dation [ from the Potor,ia.C'. River J to 

~ecome a charming parko The lake would. provide opportunities for 

boating., •• oeand the meadows·, be'side: the::.r landscape beauty,. would pro·licle 

the best o.f- playing fieldso To protect and inclose this landscape ancl t.o 
we 

give points frora which it could be adequately commanded,. A'/ should 

· J)Jop.use to include the faces and c:re&.t,1· of some of the bordering hil1s 
· · · [or west] 

, o~ the Wa.sllington,tide., one of uhich is alreac~r 01-med by t.rie District 

Reform Schoo~, while a: large part of the marsh land is claimed by the 

Govermnento. The total area of the proposed park is 1.,lhJ acres,. of 
' ' 7 

. ·. which .535~·mmld be occupied by water ••• ,i 

"::U1 addition to the border streets,. there would be a main drive 

within the park on each side· of· the wat~r·., generally near the boundary., 

~ 

··in order to leave the central. area unobstructed., and ~rder to keep 1
. upon 

,. ~J;. 
· the higher ~ound overlooking .the :meadows: and/\1.a.ke, but sometililes running 

· a / 0 .,.,ft · 
close the shore. SeC';Ondary· drives and cross connections: uould be 

required in places;, and of course, a series of paths. Boathouses 
--------. 
6. The 

\ 

Hci.f:illa.~1 Corri..miss.ion I1.eport, in U~S., S'~nate P.eports, 57th c·on~ss, 

1st ~ees-ion(l901-1902), yo1. 3, Ii.e1Jort Ho. 1G6("''erial 425'8) , 
C~&.J.:s Moore,ed., "The lrnprove1i~r.t of the Park S~,rster.i of the 

. Deistr1ct of Columbia,1r p.105-10~, 

7 • The I-fcl·li.llan Report, 106., 100. -~ ..... - -



"arranged s_o as to· accommodate skaters ·in winter, should be j.Jllportant 

.features at the points· ,mere the park is reached by _main lines of 
. . , . 8 

... · trasnportat:Lon1 ~ml bathing fe,cilities should be freely providedo" ✓-_.11JQ -
5. Re-c:lamation 0J4the·~n:3-c~stia River a~d I~evelopment of _a _Park,1912.~+-'!1e 

_____ .J.'he Corps of Engmeers: began 1ihe task of recla1.rrIJ..ng l1:u1 d _ _;,: ·} 

.~month of t..l-ie Au~st:. · . 
/\ Anacostia River. in ·,\-:I.912 ,_ having then just compl.eted the project of 

reclaiming land for East Potomac: ?arko To: 191.7 the Corps of r .. ngineers-, 

Congress:s, a:nd the Comm:i.ssion of F'ine Ar-cs; agreed upon the proj'ec:ts for 

the trea:tment of the river i'rom the Benning Bridge north to the 

Distric.t Line •. Adopting +eges_tion of J~euto Colo William W. Harts, · 

Corps of Engineers, the Com.mission of F.ine Arts :,· -'.:;d.?./ reconnn:enclecf 

irr. l.9J.8 ·that the present site· of the }rational Arboret7lfil on the west 

bank of thn river be acquired: for the p.1rp,ose of deve·loping such 

an abbortti1.roo The land_ ···-·t fo!' this pur:oose, uhich includes Mount 
. . 

Hamilton a~d Hickey Hill, was, acquired l;y the Government in 1927. 

The project of r-ealamat~ the Anac:ostia River had progressed' from 
' . - . 9 
the mouth a;3. far north as the B·enning Bridger by 192.So 

Extensive dredging and filling operations 1-rnre carried on fron 

1912 • The o.riginal meandering stream was changed into a broad channe:. 

and the man:hes reclaimed,, thus providing 1,305 acres, of' park land and 
10 

L,68 acres of p1~otected water .areas. • Two lakes on either side of the 

_upper section of the river, conta~ng numerous islands, were formed 

to ~ihtain /.1;·,_ ;/ water at a constant ievel, thus providing clean 

shores and ·promoting uat~r.activitieso . By l.932 it had been dec·ided 

that the WeB. Sha1-r Lily Ponds, located on the east bank of the river, 

Bo McMillin Report, 1901, P• 108-1090 
9.11 Th~ ~n of t~e ifo.t~ona.~ Ca1?ital11 frcrn the 9th An..·1u.al Report of' the..., 
Commission of Fine Ari~s (,1ashington1n.c.,192.5), p.JI 0 Federal \·l1•ite~ra' 

Project, ·,;ashiPr;ton, Cit~~ and Capital\.Armrican Guide Series )(l:!ashington,D .c., 
1937), 5B7o . 
10. Some 370 acres of the AF.1Jo/ Bolling Airfield were created 1912-1917 by 
this reclamation project. · , 



/D 
-and privately owned, should 

· ·.l · be acquired and included in the Aru4costia Park to .form § water 

garden ·of some 180 ac;res·o 

· Thcr .rei~-lamation work was carr:i.ed on by hydraulic pipline· dredges. 

· . filling· in spoil· basins bounded ori the watnr side by levees threvm 

··: up ·by the ·clar:1Shell derrickboats. lis.sonry seawalls six feet high, built.• 

on riprap stone foundations, bordered all channel water areas while 

lake· and island shores either had a- lmr wall- ~Jne f oat above the ua ter 

. level. ·on a s:i.Jri.ilar foundation or were l.eft in their natural condi tiono 
-Lake Kingr...,.1.n-

A s_lid:ing gat-•3 lock gave acess, to the larg,3!' lE.ke;on the 1·!est side and 

9ver which Bimning Road was carried on a •;oncrete girder bridge" :Four , 
· · maintainedi 

tw:in concluit3_ with mitre gate chambers :·· ,·,.: a constant water level 

in· the- lakes and provided. for the periodi,:: water renewa:lo 

· Supervis:f~d by the UoS• Corps of Engineers , the project was 74 :r. 
if 

complete by ~he end of l93l ; the total c,)s-t.,, · ·. completed in 1937 j 

as planned,- Fas to be $· 4.,2 75',000. As sections of reclairred land 

· Here completed,1 they_ were transferred to the OftJ.ce of Public Buildings 

and Public Pa:i~ks for-· final landscaping development for park purposes. 

While the Arrry Engineers were conducting this work, the r.nmicipal gover-.unent 

:through the -operations .of its· Engineer Department in the disposal of cit~;-

. re~se was also rapi11Y filling in the adjacent lowlands with ashes, co~1ered.:., 
· . · . · · l1 . . · 

by dirt from excavation. 

l{j. Uewell,, Frederick lfacynes., ed., Planning and Buildin8 the City of 
· Washincton( Society of I:ngineersJ·-amklell.,1932 5, 

102-lOh. 
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In describing the Anacostia -Parks in 19371 the Federal Hriters 1 

Project euid~:,.-Washincton, _City and Capi·~ reported: 

·II Newest of' the major park 5·ystems, i·~s deve·lopment Has Ione delayed 

because . of «~)eciaI financial and labor p:roblens invol~edo Work .. o. is · 
. . . 

.. still contirrui~1geo o .. 11
• Thl-S [ wild or natural] aspect ·or the region is bei:ng 

preserved· nor·~h of ·Pennsylvania Avenue •• ~ 

-Between Pennsylvania Avenue and Bol:t:i.ng Field, on the ea.stern sho:,.e, 

the park· is i:mre· completely developed for recreational useo Here are 

golf' linKs., baseball and football fields, tennis courts, croquet and 

i ·quoits grounds, · and a field hous.~ wd. th ln cker rooms and a ref'ectory 

available To rb. public • A concrete: driVE:Way f'ollows the eastern edge 

' 

of the rive::- southward from the Pennsylvcnia Avenue Bridge, passing uncler 

th~ Anacost:la Bridge :ho the boundar<J of Iioll:i.ng Field. Above 

Pcnn~r;I.vania Avenue add.itional golf lin!:s are being developed, but thd 

upper reaches i>f the river a.re being 1ei't as largely as· possible as 
/ 

. nature me.de themo11 
• •• o. 

11 AnE,costia Park ends at the District boundary line. Along the 

upper ·westel'n side of the park is the Ha tional. Aboreturn •••• 

. The· ]ow]c'ln~ f;yrrounding the Anacostia Rj_ver opposite the Arboretum arc 

being turned into a:_blird sanctuary, which occupies 80 acres. A great 
. . ~ 

. w~ld-rice _swamp here makes such a plan exceptionally feasible." 

-· The Office of_ Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National 
' . 

Capital.,, which· had administra~ed· the Anaco~tia Parks since 1925, was 

abolished and the parks were transferred to the National Park Service 

on August 10,1933. 

~ • ~shingi;.'.)"' City and c;apital(J\Jnerican Guide Series) 1 585-587. 



· In 19J 8 the· Ha tional Park Service · ' , a0:1uired the 

: _W .B. -~haw :~ Ponds as ~n addition to '.:,he Anacos,tia: Park. 

J..oca ted j:1.rnt south o_f the District Line on the eastern side of the 

· river, th~su pond.S\. in ]931) C'OVered 90 c,Cres arxi II were divided into 

.40 pool~, from-~hich: over 400,ooa .lilies are cut during the s~ere 
· · . • · . . . . \J 4-'il /..1 u -{'·t:c/v 
~·The roots, .and bulbs, are shipped. al:n.. ave::• the world,11 the Guide Book I, . . J_.__ __ _..., 

.. cc·tt~~f~ f l . . . . ·~ 

cmt=i:mi:ei. Some rare var:iarrts· of waterli:Ll.es- have been produced in 

these water_s by h;"\'bridizing. Among the llU!ldreds of distinct varieties 

are the Giant Victoria Regiri.a., whose leavt•s often reach 6 feet in ·width!,' 
13 

and the nigh-1.-bloor,ti.ng uaterlily.11 -· 

13·._y:ashington, City and Capital, p-.586 
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6.Historv ,).f the W oB. Shaw Lily Ponds or "Kenil:rorth Aquat_ic G.ardens : 

The Kel'\j;.lworlh Aquatic Gardens are l~ca ted in the northeas,t sec.ti0r_1 

CiJ£ ·v.rashington,D .co, in the r:iarshla.nd on the. east shore of the Anacostial 

River <Xt a po:L'l"J.t ju.st south of the District .. Line and 7 miles north of 

' 
The gardens w:ere founded by Falter B'. Shaw of 

Rockland Harba,~·.,Haine. Shaw f'ough,t in the rnion Army- eJrd lost his right 

arm in the Ba't,tle· of Spotsylvania! Court: lfou3e1 May 1864. After the Civil 

War, he callle' i;o v!ashington.,DoCo_, to work a,s: ai C'lcrk in the Treasury 

Department. He- married and in 1880 purcha:s.,;dl a J:7-a.cre fa._TT.1,11 which inclu ied 

the future, si➔;e of the aqu..s.tic: gardens·, 1~c~m his father--in-law • Shaw a]l;o 

pursued his hc,bby., - the growing of water l:Llies, on the marshy" sections· •>f 

his land. :=n 1882 he imported 12 hardy Anerica:n wiri.te lilies from his 

native Maine c:nd grew th:em in an c\bandoned :~ae pomfo As- the lilies thriv8d1 

he had h"i.s: fa:rm workers· dig additional poncfo and Shaw; also be-gain to 
14 

e;,,.-periment iEl hybricli?,a.tion and the importation of' e-.. ,wtic: varietieso 
.,,-

He began to, sell his lilies· corrI!Tl:ericru.l.y· and dail.y shipped tho-..1sandE; 

of hand-picked lilies of 63 dif.f'.'erent varie-t ies to B'oston, N'E:,;:r Yor".-:1 and 

Chicag<10 In: 1912 he turned the managP.rnent r J.. .... this business over- ta his­

daughter., Helerr,_Shaw Fowler. She imporleci the great Victoria P.egiai from 

the A11".azon., cB plant w:itb a J'..eaf' s.ix feet in diameter.. She alsa imporled 

blue lilies fro.r:t the Nile and lotus fl..owers, from Africa, China,,, and Japano 

Ifer fwdbricf lilies ~,r.on silver rrreda,J'..s a:t the tfo'wport Horticul tral Show at. 

Newport., R .I • ., in 19I3 and at the New York show in 19220 

14·. Interv,iew of George Kennedy with Helerr Shavr Fmwler,11·Internationall;i-Farnous 
Lily Ponds Give Kenilm-.rrth Its: Deserved Reputation,11 in v!ashington Star, 
A ,P.ril 3 0'_.195Jl. 



Prior to his death in 1921·.;. Walter B. Sr .. aw was repsonsible for 
) 

developing ·,":'!any new varieti.::B of . '·. 'J:j_ly, among them the Pink 
t . 

Opal and the H oB o Shaw and the Hele~ Fou:~er water lily var!leties , 

all still grmm comrnericall'y _toooyo/ The· 11 W .B·._,- . '/ ~haw Gardens" 

~ produced lilies available nowhere else in the country. 

Mrs. Fowler continued· to rlin the b:!siness: from 1912 to 19J8o 

She agreed! to permit the public to view· the lilies on Sunday mornings 

during the :.1eight of the sea.son. During the 1920 1s and J:.930 1s visitors 

numbered as nany as; from 5· to 6.,000 per· day. Plans· to include the 

faraous: v.' oB. Shaw Lilv Ponds in the .Anae:c,stia. Park were fornru.J.a ted :in ., 

1924. InitLal. attenpts for government purchase uere u.i--isuceessfuJ:, and 

in 1929 a cJurt e..:.,.:....- .. decree was: required to pre~ent their outright 

condemna tio::i i :.:. : :. _' • ~- • · • ~ - ·,·_.·.;-!..:.!:.:; by- the U .s. Arrey Corps of Engineers; ·~;hd 
'I .. ~· • . .. '/ 

w-~ · ·st·bj/ cir-edging the Anacos.tia River., The ~overnment contended 

that the marshy land had alls1ays belonged to it., because it was land 

-
located within the high water mark of a t.idal estu2-rY of the Potor/lac 

Rivero Tit1:e to such land had been conve:·red by royal grant to Lord 

Balti.rnore of' I-t..ryland, then to the Sitate, of !hrTland in 1776., and 

by Maryland to the 1''ede:ra1 Government when ·";he District was established 

:in 17900 The i•ac."i; that the Shavr family had paid tro.."Bs for the land for 
by the Federal Government 

50 years was held Ko be ir::.·eJe:v.cm t, o The court decided for the Fowler 

fa.rnil.y when it · was establism d that a rrumber of t~rpestJf water ·¾lios. 
&t1.1f I l;.i,-.j. - .. 

cultivated at the Shaw Gardens could not' live in tidallraters 'o . _· ' · 

The issue of purchase was revived :in I-arch 193 7 ~ by the Xenilvorth 

Citize~ Ass-ociation in hearings before the House Sub-6om:-:ri.ttee on 

. ' 

~l> • Washin~ton Star, 195:t 

>-



Appropriationso In 1938,- the gardens were purc!-lased from Ibo 
• I 

Fowler by the Fed·eral. q-overnment :for$ 151 000 and included as . , par-t 

of the Anacostia Parko _·_ '·. ·· : .-·.:.~-.//l.';; __ <·' -':- -·,,._ ·•.~-- , .~.,,' 
-7. The Gu.rc.i'cns under the National Parlt Servir.·e,1938-78: . 

·The Shaw Gardens; w.ere renaro.10d the Keniliii'orlh Aquatic Gardens by the 
16 

llational Park Service a:fter the d,;f., ~- adjac:ent Kenilwor'-uh subdivisiono 

. · The, exte·nt of the gardens);,'/~.:'.-\·., about 14 acres, remains essutially 

unchanged fr am 193 8 ,, the year they ce2.sed operation as a c ommerical 

venture and became ·a part of the Park syster.i of the Hation •s Capital. 

The gardens are corn.posed of" a series of irregularly sized and shaped 

ponds.,. formed by diking parts of the Anacostia River flood: p-J.a.n., a 

r!et1and habitat oi• s:wa~ :r,.arsheso Some dikes have been added since 1949 

'.-..,: inside the two largest pools in the northwest section to facilitate 

their use with limi:ced Park personnel. Another addition of seven tiny 

· pools have a!so been constructed in the marshy area along the sotithwe..st 

corner. (See Map oi: Gardens). 

In all.,, about 75 var ieties of lily· are on display at the gardens o ..._. 

In mid..:June the hardy·, day bloor..ting lilies are at their peak,; in July 
I 

and August, the night-bloomfulg tropical -..rater lilies opene 

Among a munber of urru.sual exotic water lilies · .. '-:-··/; is the giant 

tropical waterlil'y with lll!!Iense leaves, up to six· feet in diameter and 

capable of floating ~ child.,. fror.i the Amazon basino Also found a~ 

Kenilworth is the Egyptian lotas-, reputed to have teen a favorite of 

Cleopatra. Two ancient lotus plants, perhaps :t,900 :,roo.rs old.,. were 

l··J.6'. About l.895; a real estate developer purchased much of the· .Tames: 1~..Jl/ '" 

· Fm-Iler 140'-acre farT'l and the David A. 11:i.ller 100 acre farm to lay out 
the _. ' .. -' ··· - subdivision nmr. l-mown as: Kenilwortho The name was taken from 
Sir Walter Scott 1s noveJl a:f this name• 



l ij 
germinate.d at the'' Aquatic Gardens in l.95I. These seeds were unearthed m 

an ancient lakebed near P 1u-lan-tien~ by a Japanese botanist in.the 1920 1so 

'th" knilc,,,,-th Aquatic Ga- dE:!Jl! aiso house{~~•~ther species or pond 

-wid I~inal plants., both e;<;otic: and native. They include yellow-blossomed 
.) 

wa.t-erpoppy, bamboo., umbrella-plant) e·lephant ear., and waterhyacintho 

. In the gardens are a.tYo ~ch swamp and r,iarsh plants_ as goldetjlu.b 

piekerel,;-reed:., arrowhea;d1 
1 '/-I);' cardinalflm1er, rose-mallow, loose-strife., 

waterprwiros-e, tuttlehea,. buttonbuslt, wildrice, and cattail. Hany native 

·trees grow around the pools:_,, including an llillllense willow oak. Se'Q!eral other 

species o:f oak are pr!;!sent- as: well as river brich.,, 't:d.llow, red vaple., 

elm, ash:., sweet and blacl~ gums·, S"l.reetbay magnolia, and SJrcamore • These 

trees create a, forest setting for the- pools anc/provide vi-ea.come shade in 

SUJTI!!ler for ,,isi tors ci 

The area is also a refuge for 1-raterf'ow].. ,·fish, and forest aniir.als. 

I.east bitterns.,. long-billed marsh ~:rems, green herons,. and reef winged blackbirds 

nest in the marsh. The waterfou! arrive during their spr:ine r-ri.gration in 

February and the last of the warblers pass through in Juneo Iifu.skrat, raccoon, 

and opossur11. inhabit the park. r-v.sk, mud., painted, spotted, red-bellied, 

a-.nd. s:n~.pping turtles live: on the banks and in the ponds. Green f'rogs., bullirogs, 
<! 

swamp cricket and criket frogs, leopard'. and pickerel frogs, spadef'oot, 
A 

Fywler's c1.nd_American t·oads J!.ay their. eggs;_ in the water. and call ear~ and 

l.a. te both ~'Pring and sur,llliero 

Located to the south. of the ponds are three structures that 

were used by Walter I3',. Shaw ahd Helen Sh&w,: imr:ler in their comr:rerica:t 

aquatic: plant operations from 1912 to 1938 o Thes.e original buildings· 

CPMi.s.t of an tkfice or Administration ,Bmilding erected in 19l2 and two 
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-~ two greenfrous~: that were ·both built in- 1913. Ta the rear of the 
. t' 

s:outhern greenhouses: stands a rec:ta.ngu:la:r--shaped conc:r-ete tank for 

water lilies that was also erected prior to 19380 

The Administration Building or. Offica is a small board-a.nd--ba tten 

two-sto~.r structure with a gable roof. Three0 one-story shed-like 1-r.i.ngs 

extend from the main house to the southeast., the southuestJ; and the ·ncrthe.s.sto 

The exterior is painted brown and the trim is whiteo The r:iain· buil:di.ng now 

contains the public restroorns. 

The two greenhouses are buiI.t into the side of a gently slopi..""lg 

hill and both have concrete wa·lls and floors; ,-.·, ~, , . concrete U!.n.1<:s-
interior 

for water plants- are located arotmd their wallso The· roofs of both 
I\ 

structures, once covered uith glass., e.re- now covered 1-1:i.th translucent µlastic 

material in which vandels persist lid tearlh!les o During the c:old months the 

tubers: are s·tored in wet sand in these greenhouses to aivoid winter· fros-t 

kill. The harcl;r lilies are left out the ;rear roundo 

The North Greenhouse; the larger of the tlro structUl"es., is divided 

into three sections.: these consist of a large .s.nd a snE.D_ greenhouse ro,...rn. 

The lr:,_tter adjoins on the south,;.rest side and is covered by a shed roo.r-
0 

The third section is an ac:1..ioining one-story board-and-b.;.tten shed that 

houses the boiler for the buildinco The South Greenhcn:..sa h&s one long 

narrow room- and the boiler for. this stni.cture is located in a srnall bo.:,rd 

and batten.· l shed addition. 



i ~-
The Ad.ministration Building is now used by the Hational 

Park Service as~ interpretive center for VIiistors and the two :functioning 
]913 
" greenhouses are also open to visitorso 

The National Park Service has; added picnic areas.,, restrooms., 

. 1949 
and two new greenhouses to the Park since .. · o The two newer greenhouses 

prov:i,.de flowers for the White Houseo 

The Kenilworth Aquatic, Gardens were added to the ~ national 

Registry of: Historic Places; in August 2978. Included in the designation 

are the ponds and the 19~-]3 Administration Building and No~th and South 

Greenhouses. The· later gre.enhouses., picrr; c: ~reas,an<l other inp1·ove,.iE:mts 

added by the National Park S~-vice s:irrce .. :J L are excluded. 
1949 
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