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1. Pre-Histof;,' and Archeology:

B

—

The .firsv‘c T;rfxite man knov_m to hawe ﬁsitod the jﬁnctidn of: the ‘Potomac-
and Anacostis Pivers was .Ca.ptain_ John Smith, who arrive&_here: in 1608 ,
-in the céurse of his exp_loratibn ‘ojff the tribataries of.the VS Chesiapeake
Baye At the time of his .visit. there was a thriviné Indian v'illaée with
"8Q0 able ren [warriors]” locaﬂ ed at the mouﬁh of and oﬁ the east bank of
the Anacostia Rivers "This village, which Smith called " Nac.o:tch-tank,‘,' wasg
the home of an Alécnkian-speaking people, who “ere peaceful and :-reil-dispos ad
towards the waitese By the end of the =~ 17th Century, ﬁowever, the Nacotchtank
or Anacostia Tribe were. forced to abandon their village and their lands
‘as white settlers encroached on their territory and deveioped farms on the
forested lande
Archeological sites yielding Indian artifi.facté ieft by these people
have,been found along the entire Iength of the Anacostiz River from its ronth
at Giesboro Point to its headwaters in the uppsr regions of Prince Georges
County, MYarylande The sites in the upper reaches of the river usually
represent pre-pottery cultures of the Archiac Zeriod while along the wide
sandy terraces oa the eamt side of the river in the 8 and 34 mile stretch
from Bladensburg,Mde to the junction with the Potomac, the sites are of
later Wocdland peoples who had pottery and éngaged in égricult’areo,
'. No cieep. or.concentrated sites sugges:’oiﬁg v':.llages have be_aen discovered
along the Anacostia Rivere Thé situation seémg to have been oﬁe of many -
single houses or small groups,'of structures occupying favored spots along the

entire river bank rather than the development of large villages,
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A1), known archeological sites alung the river have heen destroyved
by urban develépment, and, ex€eprt for several. sizeable surfaceckollections,
mde during the last third of the 19th centiry, nothing remains of the
Indian occupatione Only two ar cheological é‘ites have been excavated,

Ir 1936, during the enlargement of Bolling Field, two Indians burial pits"’
were exacuated and a nmumber of skeletons were salvaged by archeologists oi"
of the United States National 1"hsm=£mol In 2957, !, Howard A, .MacCord',',z
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Arngri)tested a smaiﬁ one-acre site located on

low ‘g.rou.nd on the left bank of the Anacostia, River, jus¥ downstrearr from and
bordering on Feverdzm Creek at the Washington suburb of Kerdlworthe

This site had been farmed for rany years and rmch modern debris was fourxd
on the surface and in the plow=disturbed topsoil. 'MacCord’.s excavations on
on this site, which was owned by National Capital Parks, produced mumerous
Indian arfifacts, including pottery, stone nrojectile points,. and other
stone tobtlse, These objects have been placed in the collections of the
United States Miseums The total area uncovered was 500 square feetbe

No pits, burials, or postmolds were found, The artifisets found suggestec. .

that the Kenilworth site saw repeated occupzncy by the Indians during the
2

last 3,000 years, ending about A.B. 1,650,
2, Con ¥

Howard A. MacCord,"Archeo}ggy of the Anacostia Valley of Washington,D.C. and™ -
Yaryland," Journal of the / Washington Acaderry of . . Sciences,
Vole 47, Hoe X2 (Yecember 1567),393-3970

3 lg- :
1oDrs. T, Dale Stewart and Waldo R, Wedel, rolling Field is located at the
mo,/ath of and on the east bank of the Anacostia Riverse
24 Powell,Benjamin B., and Howland, Berjemin C., Archeological Base lop
Part of the aster Plan, National Capital Regicn, H.C.R . 3003 dated
Dec.6,1963, sheet 1 of 1, fevised February 2L ,1966, K-




2, History- The Anacostia River to 1898: . - | \

During tie early growth of Washihgton irr the 19th century, extensive-
plans were made for harbor development of -lower Anacostiae But the
development of the city moved westward, so that the swampy Anacostia
region remained a wild area, with oﬁly a few farms located on the

highlandse The wide swarpy reaches of the rivér were divided into
channels that raz?( between bush=-covered i:élets and vast expanses of
'wild:‘ rice and these conditiong prevailed : .« down into .the
first third of the 20th century.
The extensive area of tidél flats along thé felovn T rengln or
Anacostia P:ver was a breeding place for ihe malarial mosquito and
this &iscouré.gé‘;home building in that area, On the best or higher lznd
alongt the west side of the marshes were plhéi'd the.Congressional Cemetery,
3ail, hospital, crematory, and, [?iflr%s of the growing Capitale The
: . A ' €ot 8 and 3/lu miles
Anacostia River, originally navigable by seiling craft,\up to Bdadensburg,

Mo, by Agﬁo had become choked by washings from the clearings and cultiba;@/ﬁ-

JUp— - = ——— -

. f'ie]lds.

A joint resolution of Congress, approved April 11,1898, directfac;
the Secretary of War to have a project prepared for the improve ment of the .
Anacostia River and the .reclamation of its flats from the Iline of the
Districh of Colurbizl with Yeryland] to the moubh of said river, With an
estimate of the cogt of the same and a report on the area-and »ovmfa.rship of
the land to be réc]aimed...o". | The Chief of Engineers transmitted the
requested study, prepared by Lieute. Cols Charles J. /4% " Allen and dated

December 1,1898, to the Secretary of Var on Decerber 12th of the same yeare

:J:IUJS. House Nosments,56th Congress, Jst Session(18$9~1900), Appendix X~15
to"Keport of the Chief oi mngineers," compricing Feport-of L‘b.f:‘:ol.’ Charles Jo
Allen,"Survey of Anacostia River," dated Decermber 1,1898, (Serial Moo 390%),
pellli3, Hereafter cited as Allenj 1898, :
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3o State of the Anacostia River to the D-istrict Tine in 1698:

Cole. Allen described the river as follows: , \
- GENERAL DESCRIPTION. .

Thoe Anacostin River was formerly kuown as the Eastern Brz‘lmih of i
the Potore River, and has this designation on many wcm‘t~"mll)7f -
e main stream Jas its vise in Prinee George County, ;\]cl., .I'II(C, lt
Ingin g gencral sonthwesterly direction, enters the I)lsn'u:F u‘t- 0 “'"L'-
ia, and empties into the Potomae Riverat the snuthcrmnpflt,:.\t'lu)lln.ltl;yt ‘
fthe city of Washington, Greenleaf Point being on the rizh ‘Of ne o
Uy bank and Giesboro Point on the lett or sputhgrlylmuh nt,’t} e mmtll b
of the viver., ‘I'he former head of navigation for small “r"ltti m!. th (
Avacostin was Rladensburg, M., 87 miles, by the (:hmmg-l «.))t t 1'(‘3 n\ttl:r, f
Ahove the mouth., Lhe range of tides at l'.l:'ulunsbur;: is 2.1 h‘et'l 1(3
:i;l"l ot the siream st that poiut being 135 feet and the depth at low
Me trown 1 to 34 fect. i ) .
Between %?l;u!l‘uxl:;burg and the District boundary line, o dlstm'u.ekof
Lout 15 miles, the course of the river is quite tortuous. and the l‘).m. S{;
A tirst fivm, gradually become marshy. “I'hie depths in the upper lp.nt
“F this section r:m;:d from 1 to 2 feet, gradually inereasing to_n.mnf
feet at the District line. IFrom the District Tine (the upper limit o
the rvey) to sennings Bridge thedistance is about 2 m.l.lcs.. At pmnts‘
Melwren these loealities the depths range from 3 to 153 feet and Llllb‘
Wuiths from 115 to 250 feet. 'This section of the river s !mrtlcx"«-d )Vy
- Whle warshes or flats with some swamp arca, the extreme width of theso

- flats between high-tide lines, and including the viver ehanunel, ring
from a minimum of 190 feet to a maximum of 2,520 feet,  The ats
“eovered for many months of the year with a dense growth of wild ri(,;
and coarse grasses; also, in ene Joeality, with treex. They are ingep.
- feeted with numerons small streams and are overilowed ab high g,
- The range of tide at Dennings Bridge is 3 feet, while the width of (.
- - channel here is 180 feet and its maximum depth 73 feot, B
T Below Benuings Bridge the river, lowing south, follows e fipy,

. ground on the feft, then turns abruptly to the right and Hows Wk, g
soon resuming its sontherly conrse, flows along the ecomparatively fiep,
grouml of Reservation No. 13, on which the District. workhouse g
Jail are located, and below which the river is crossed by the Baltimop,

©and Potonae Railvowd bridge. The depthe in the clannel betwesy,

»:these two bridges ranges trom 9 to 19 feet, while the low-tide widg,,
where the channel is well defined, varies from 150 to 270 fect. The

_ channel is bordered on the right, below Liennings Bridge, by thus fron,
v 600 to 2,700 feet wide, composed ol oxtremely solt mud and covery
owith a dense growth of wild vice.  ‘Their average height iy L1 feey,
-above low tide. At high tide they wre, of course, overlowed, Tl
- boundary sewes discharges upon this marsh and the ebb and flow of
© the tide has distributed the sewage over ity where it lerments and giveg
forth oficusive zases.
On the lower part of this section there are flats on the left of the
. channel near the railvoad bridge, which are generally below Tow tide,
‘depths of water upon them reaching nearly 2 feet.  These Hats have
also a growth ol aquatie grasses which facilitates the lodgment of silg
S and sediment, and is eansing rapid shoading.
. The width of the entire river between the lines of high tide ranges
11_1 this scction from 1,600 to 3,300 feet. T n s o
. Iy LRSI . . - 00 <

WThe total distance from the District boundary - .

in;;

1in ; ive: long . channel,is
outh of the river, measured along the ... . 2 s
© to the mou 32,300 feet, ar about 64.‘7 miles o 2
e Allem, lll)-'rg"u'liGQ . -

‘,'4



In making the field survey, Cole Allen reported:

1t \s.ls nc(,c\q.uy for the tield party to traverse thie tts avove low
tide on fuot to take measurements i levels along ths varions lines in
order to deotermine clevations. The mud was 50 sott in muny places
that & man would sink into it to a depth of 1 or 2 feet from Lis own
weight, whiie the wild rice had att: dned such a growtlethat it was with
difliculty that sights coulld be taken and bl"lldh exclianged.  In addi.
tion the sewage trom the great boundary sewer rendered the surround-

~ings ahnost intolerable for the party. o

Under such conditions the ticld work conld not ba. carried f'nrwhr(l

- rapidly, but it was nevertheless continuously prosecuted, and on July
~ 31, 189§, thie survey of the section between the line of Massachusetty
- avenue and Bennings Bridge had been completed and considerable
.~ work had been done on the sur vey of the section between the bridge
- and the District boundary line.  On this upper sectioh also o traverse
.. line was run completely around the area surveyed. Above Dennings

Bridge the tints were somewhat higher, but still eovered with a growth

“.of wild rice and aquatic plants. The ground was still very soft and

the tlats were intersected with munerous <drains” or beds of small

“gtreams through which the tide ebbed and flowed. On a part of the
_aread @ swamp was found with o heavy growth of timber throngh which
‘the survey Jines had to be cut.  The tliats here were free of sewage, but
.with this exception the dilliculties ot prosecuting le field work were

©.- quito as great as below Bennings Bridge.

to provide better access to the Navy Yard, to incarease facilities
for commerce and navigation, and to remove existing unsanitary

conditionse Of this Iast item , he comrented: "Along the Anacostia

The survey of the section of river between Renningy Bridge and the
District boudary line was comjleted September 1, and’a par tial survey
made of the section between Massachusetts avenue ex tended and Pop-
lar Point. A shees

Colo Allen urged that the Anacostia Piver be improved

front of the city there are reported no less thafi eight sewer outfalls,

commenrcing with the large boundary sewer on the

porth and endiug with James Creek Canal, near Rtzzards Poiut,

These sewers curry a lurge volume of sewuge into the river each day.

“fn the lower part of the river and during ¢bb tide mnch of the sew age

fs carried inv) tho chaunel, gradually reaching the Potomae,  But in
the apper part of the river, "and particularly on the tlood tide. the sew

Coage s carned over the Hats and widely disseminated, and as the tide
o falls B rewains lodged in the aguatic grasses, where it ferments in the

suniper and satumn heat, constituting an active source of disease,
Phe fut at. the ontlet of the boundary sewer, already described, prob.
nbly represents the maximun of the existing unsanitary conditions,
Fhese sanu: conditions prevadl, though in a lesser degree, on the tats

- below,and puarticubarly on those infront of the navy-yard and the reser-
“ovittion of the Government Hospital for the Insane, as the praojoction of
" Poplar Point and the tithocude here in accordance with the plan of 181

“

3’0 A llen, 1898, 1)4503111151-5,2 [

tend, un reported, to retard the already slow tidal current.
The result of this nnsanitary condition is, as reported, the prevaloneo

“of mabarind discases in the portions of the city and District which border

tho viver., Reporis of the Surgeon-General of the Navy show that
dineases of Lo charaeter have been prevalent at the oavy-yard,
while the ollicer in chirge of the Government Hospital for tho Insine
hutx fraquently called attention in his annual reports to the condition
of theso Hats as the eanse of walarial disease in that institution, 3

3
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| Ihimmlar;i.zjng the data for his estimatgs, Col. Allen wrotey

"The ,. prqﬁoséu? Anacostia P.iver improvegent covers about 7 miles of

- river ’ én{l_fhc 2 I.;ea.‘ of recﬁanxation would be about: 1,389 acres( imcluding

: r'esez"voii'S' above Ben*liugs /7 ¢ DBridge). The estimated cost of the
-;Iow-g,rade fl’.L'L.ng would be $ 2,839 320, ozkthe high grade $ 6,907,@0%

"If the work be lnzuted to the part beIow the Bennings Bridge, the area ._
i‘eqlaziﬂad will be about L3 acres, at a cost to low grade, of $ 2,194,720,
or about & énts_ per square foot."h Allen elso chlculated that the
_project would ~ffect about . 5L8 acres of privately owned agricultural
land -and 1,69 ,877.10 square feet of privately amed sub-divided lande ¢

_ The assessed velue of this proper'by was abovt $ 22,987.5 |

There the ¢ituation stood when the Mclfillian Commissiom began to study

the improvement, of Wa.,h:.ng'ton,D .C. im 1900,

la. The Mclfillon Plan for a "Anacostia Uater Park, V1901 USRI S

The MZIilIan Comnn.ssmn, a Senate sub~comittee named after its
’Chalrman, Senator Janes B. Mcifillan, was esteblished én 1900 to prepare
a general plan for the development of a public park svstem for the/‘( tion's
Aélpital. Four outstanding Arerican artists were engaged by the commdission
.%o r.xelpj' prepare >3,‘~master p]’ang included were Architect Daniel H. Burnham of
) >Chicago, Frederick Law Orstead Jr., - ]andscape architect from Brookline,lBsses
archltect Charles Follen McKim of New York Cdity, and sculptor Augustus Sainte

. Gau d‘ens, aJlso of New York Cl'b}fo ' ' 0

hs Alle"l,1898 (08 1)4570
50 ‘[bldog 1)-158"1&639
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In the McMillan Cormission report, submitted in 1901, the commission
remarked: "The present - outrageous condition of the Ar;acostia River has ¢

been so fully dlscussed before the Congress in variousg reports during the
last several years that ther‘e is no occasicn for us to describe 11, in detalil
again. Suffice it to say that within the Diutrict of Columbia th_e Anacostia _
is a fresh-watar estuary wﬁ;h a normal tide of about three feet, sthich al;;e*r-
nately covers «nd exposes to the sum a grea+ ‘area of reeking mud flats upon
which the adavatic plants constantly entangl.e additional deposits of rmd,
glime‘, and purtifying organic mattere... MNo conditions could be more favoreble
to the developrient of majlaria, and bécausz of these conditions the disease
had.made havot with the inmates and & ficers of the Govermment Hospital for the
 nsane s of the jail, and of the workhouse, ard with those occupied at the
Navyg Yard, and | the Washington Barrackseee '

"The pressing sanitary problem is simply to do away with the Iow
amphibious area which are alternately flooded and exposedy, and to convert
them either into deep water or ini?o dry land; but :I_n';:iden"oally the improvenents
may be made to provide increased commerical water frontage, while a part of
the reclatmed lands may be used as a parke lans and estimates for the
improvement of the river, wrth a view to comm:rical occupancy below Benm_na..

Brigge, were prepared by Colonel Allen and submitted to Congress in 20698,

4

For the pdrtion above Beﬁnings Bridge the.l time and AapprOprjation did not
suffice for complete surveys andestimates, and the possibility. that this
section would ever be used for commerical frontage, evén if improved, wes
thought to be so slight as not to be worth consideringeess 1In the-uppér
section, above Bennings Brigge, a similar tresmment|[ dredging and filling

marsh lands] was proposed, but with the channel widened into tidaf[oasiris,
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- "the shofes of which were to be parked.o
'I'he pi:.v.c}hl_'h:tn report proposed creating a park and grea’c Iake
' abcve the commerlcal sectlon of the Anzcostia Plver by means of a

d am 1oca.,ed either at Massachusetts Avenue ot the Benm.ng Brigdeer.
~proposed
n The resu.t of ‘bhf—.% treatment,"” the Cormission wrote , would be a great

A

AIake P de'ep enough o be clean and frg:e 7rom vegetation, refreshed by =2
sufflc:.ent i.‘low.oi.‘ wa*’cer', k.ept free from mosquitoes and malarig by its
depth, by “the unobstructed sweep of the wind, and by its clean shor‘esy
and surrounded by natural meadows and groves that need only to be
cultivated and protected from nmpndatlon[ from the Potorac River] to
l;ecqme a charming park. The lake would provide opportunities Ifor
boat,ing.,... .eand the meadows, beside their landscape beauty, would proside

_. the best of- pLay:.ng fields. To protect and inclose this landscape and to
: o ‘ : we
give points l‘ron w‘nich it could' be adequately commanded, .y should

3

P ) ropose to :mclude the faces. and crests of some of the bordering hills
‘ [or west]

on the Washington ﬁld.e s one of which is already owned by the District

\

Reform Scho})l, while a large part of the marsh land is claimed by the

. Governmento The total area of the propoaed park is 1,13 acres, of

7
whlch "—'35 ‘trould be occupled by waterese"

" In addition to the border streets, there would be a main drive _
- within the park oin each side of the watgr', generally near the boundary,

:m order to leave the central area unobstructef;, and ]‘:}Prder to keep ‘. upon
the higher ground overlooking the meadows a.ndAlake, but sometimes rurning
: a . . : .
close %—he shore, Secondary drives and cross connections would be

required in places; and of course, a series of pathse Boathcmses

———— e

6e The Mci #11an Commission fieport, in U.S, Senate Feports, 57th cong"eus,

\ 1st Seesion(1901-1902), Vol. 3, Report lo. 166("erial L258) s
Churies Mooresed., "The Improvement of the Pork Svstem of the
.Deistrict of Columbia," p.105-10

7+ The I'hi'ﬁ_l—_lem Report, 106, 108,

o
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o ~ Marranged so as to accommodate skaters -in winter, should be important

A features at f’ne points where the park is reached by jnain lines of
. trasnportation, ad bathing facilities should be freely providedo' /938 .
okf the Anacostia Fiver and Development of a Park,19122% ‘he

: Reclamati .
_5? : m 191%9 Corps of Engineers began the task of reclaiming land ~ )

5 .ormonth of the Aurust . .
- AAnacostizi River in ,\Q.LJ912 s having then just complieted the project off

reclaiming land far Bast Potomac Parke In 1917 the Corps of Engineers’
Cohgress}. aad the Commission of Fine Arts agreed upon the projects fér
B thé treatment <')f the river from the Bejuring Bridge north to the
»D‘i’striclt Iines Adopting a,LQggestion of -Iieute Col. William We Harts, -
| Corps of I_leginéers, the Conmission of Fine Arts . 4¢#/ recommended
i 1918 'that the present site of the National Arboretum on the west
bank of the fiver bé acquired for the paréose of developing such
an apborétvme The land --» for this purvose, which includes Mount
Hainilton and Hickéy Hill, was acquired %y the Government im 1927,
‘The p:.roj‘ect oi‘ reclénat@nﬁ/ the Anacostia River had progressed fraom
the mouth asz far north as the Benming Bridge by 1925'.,9
| Extensive dredging and filling operations were carried on fron
1912 : .. .Thé original méand—eri.ng stream was changed into a broad channex:
. .and‘ the marshes reclaimed, th}ls prow]%ding 1,305 acres: af park land and
).géB acres of protected water areas. - Two‘lal‘:es on either side of the
..uppei‘. section of the 'rAiver, containing numerous islands , were formed
f;o x'na.j_'htaj_.p'f’f’r"( o ﬁatgr:at a constant EVel, thus providing clean
Shores and ~promo.‘c,ing 1.-ratérva'c"bivities. .By 1932 it had been deg:ided

.that the WoBe Shaw Lily Ponds, located on the east barnk of the river,

8o McMilTan Report, 1901, p, 108109,

9+"The Flan of the iational Capital' fram the 9th Anmial Feport of the

Cormrission of Fine Arts (Vashington,N.C.,1925), pe3le Federal ‘ritesrs’
Project, washington, City and Capitalenerican Cuide Series)(¥ashington,l.-Co,
1937), 587, |
10, Some 370 acres of the Ammy Bolling Airfield were created 1912-~1917 by
this reclamation projecte Co




o

and prlvately owned, should
L be acqun.red and included in the An‘u,os u1a Park to form & water

garden of‘ some 180 acrese
rr‘hcr re wlanatlon wor}f was carried on by hydraullc p:Lle.ne dredges
L fiiling- in spoll basn_ns bounded on the water side by levees throwm )
o up by the clansne.z_l derrlcl(boats. Masonry seawalls six feet highy, bu:x.l*'
on r::.prap stone foundatlons, bordered all chamnel water areas while
‘ Iake' and island shores ei’oher had a low wall. one foot above the water
.level on a s:uular foundat:.on or were left in their natural conditione
. ~Jlake Kingmane
A slld.:mg gat= lock gave acess: to tne larger lzkeson the west side and
over whlch B(,nn:mg Road was carri. ed on a =oncrete girder bridgees Four
man_ntan_ned
twin conduits w:;.th mitre gate chambers :~ ... .. a constant water level

in ;bhe lakes and provided for the periodic water renewalo

Supeers/ =d by the U Se Corps of Emyrineers , the project was 7h ¥

J_f
complet.e by Jhe end of 193]'. the total cost,,” . completed in 1937/ «
as planned, vas to be $- 4,275,000, As sections of reclaired Iand

"were corpl e*ed, uhey were transferred to the Off jce of Public Buildings
and Public Parks for-final landscaping development for park purposese
While.t'.he Arry Engineers were conducting this work, the rmnicipal .gover.xment
jtnrough the 'operations of its Engineer Department in the disposal of cityr

i rei‘use was also raoldly fllllng in the adjacent lowlands w1th ashes, covered‘

' by d:_rb from excavati Ole

l(ﬁ. Newell Frederick Hanmymes, ede, Plann_Lng and Building the City of

Washington( Society of Lingineers,f-anddell,1932),
JO02=10i1 e




In descrlb:mg the Anacostia Parks in 1937, the Federal Writers'

PI ogect gmdP, Washlryton) City and GCapi: Jal reported-

o Newest oi‘ the maJor park systen's s i3s development was long delayed
bec.f.x.lse. of a:)ec:_al flnancn.a.'l and labor problems involved. -‘Jork..o. is
.' -~;s‘b111 contlnulng.oo..” Thls[ wild or naturaL] aspect of the region is bemg
'px'eSéfved' ﬁér’bﬁ of "'Pennsylvania Avenue'...
‘Between Penhéylvania Avenue and Bol'ling Field, on the eastern shore,
" the p‘ark'i-s. rore’ complétely de\}eloped for recreational use. llere are
golf 1linKs, baseball and football flelds s tennis courts, croguet and
g qu01ts grouhds, and a field house with lc-cker roomg and a refectory
avallabke_?a f‘g:ta puhllc .'A concrete driveway follows the eastern edge
of the river southward from the Pennsylvenia Avenue Bridge, passing uncer
the Ana;cost:lé Bridge to the boundary of Bolling Fields Above
.Pennsy;l.vania Avenue adci'itionai golf linls aré being developed, but the
uﬁpér reac.:l'zes 'ibi‘ .the river are being left as largely as possitle as
A naﬁure mz.de ‘Ehe_mo" ceece
"Arxéucoétaﬁa_Park gnds at the District boundary linee Along the

uppef irestern side of the park is the Mational Aboretull eees

The Towlands sg‘rréuncﬁng the- Anzcostia River opposite the Arborstum are
| _being turned into aﬁﬁrd san%:tuary,, which occupies 80 acres. A great
T w:_!.id-ricé s*.'-ramp. ﬁere makes such a plan excepfionallv feabs:i;bleo":L2

| Thé\ O;flce of Public Bullchngs and Publlc Parks of the National
Capltal whlch had administz *ated the Anacostla Parks since 1925, was
abbllshed and the parks were transferred to the National Park Service
"~ on August 10,1933.

12. Vashington, City and Capital(American Guide Series), 585-587.
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in 1938 the’ Wational Park Service ' ) /. acquired the

W.B. ‘Shaw le Ponds as an add.Lthl’l to uhe Anacos:bla Park.

I.ocated Ju..:t south of the District Line on the eastern side of the
rlver, theso‘ -pondS\ in ]19)77) covered 90 acres and " were divided inte .
ko, pools > from-which: over L00,000 lilies ure cut during the surmrere
: \/w/wﬂj Tea
‘ ﬁThe rroots cmd bulbs are sh::.pped al]. over the world," the Gulide Book ‘-
L A

Ccnr‘cwfoq" '
corrtirmred., bome rare variants of wa’cerl:. _n.es have been produced in
these waters by mrbrldizm‘g. Among the Fundreds of dlstinct varletles
~ are the G:Lant Victoria Regina, whose leaves often reach 6 feet in width,

13
and the nigh‘t-bloonﬁ.ng waterlily." -

o Washington, City and Capital, p.586
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6 History of the W.B, Shaw Lily Pords or Kenilworth Aquatic Cardens @

The Ken‘ __i'Iwoz'bh Aguatic Gardens'are l‘o.cated in the northeast sectior;
ei‘ Washlngton,D «Coy in the marshland an tne east shore of the Anacostia |
River at a point just south of the Dist r;ct 'Iine and 7 miles north of

th‘% mgth of the rivero The gardens were fgund’ed by Valter Be Shaw of :
Rockland Harba~yMainee Shaw fought in the Union Army and lost his right
arm in the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House, May 186lis After the Civil:
War, he came %0 Washington,DeCoey; to work as: a clerk in the Treasury
Departmente He married and im 1880 purchacsasvd.* a 37=acre farm, which inclu f;ed
the future site of the aquatic gardens, iiccm his father-in-law . Shaw also
pursued his hobby, - the growing of water Xilies, on the marshy sections of
his Yande n 1882 he imported 12 hardy Arerican white lilies from his
mative Maine «nd grew theem in an abandoned :ize ponde. As the lilies thrivqfi‘,
he had his farm workers dig additional pondz; and Shaw also begain to ,
e'z:permcnt im hybridization and the importatiion of exotic varieties .141
‘ He began to Se]_'!. his 1ilies commericaily and daily shipped thv:mvande
of hand-plcked 2ilYies of 63 d':.fferent varieties to Boston, New York, and
Chicagoe Irr 1912 he turned the management r.f this busimess over to his
daughter, HelencShaw Fowlers She imported the great Victoria PRegia from
the Amazon? @ plant with a leaf six feet in diameter. She alsa imported
bIne liTies from the Nile and lotus flowers: from Africa, Chinzu, and Japan.
Her hydbrid Iilies won silvez“ riedals at the Newport Horticultral Show at

Newports ReIs, in 1913 and at the New York show in 1922, .

- e Interview of George Kenmedy with Helerr Shaw Féwler," Internationally-Famous
Iily Ponds Give Kenilowrth Its Deqerved Eeputation," in Washington Star,
April 30,197 51 .




Prior to his death in 1921',;)Walter B. Staw was repsonsible i“br
developing many new varietizs of . . Tily, among them the Pink
Opal and the WeBo Shaw and the Heler: Forr.'ier water lily varcfetiés s
all still grown commerically todaye/ The "WBe. .’/.Shav.-r Gardens"
& produced lilies available nowhere else in the countrye ‘
Mrs. Fowler continued to rmun the b::éiness from 1912 to 1938,
She agree\d to pérmit the public to view the lilies on Su_ﬁday rmornings
during the 1eight of the season. During the 1920'!s and 1930's visitors-
numbered as many as from 5 to 6,000 per da;,r. Plans to include the "
fanous VB shaw Lily Ponds in the Anacostia Park were forrmlated in
192, Initial atteripts for government purchase were unsuceessful, and
i 1929 a court -ii- . decree was required to pre¥ent their outright

P

condemnatioa . ..., U2 N sl by the UlJS. Army Corps of Fngineers; whé

VAT,

were 'still/ dredging the Anacostia Rivere: The @overnment comtended
- that the marshy land had always belo-nged to it, because it was land
‘located' within the high water mark of a tidal estuary of the Potomac
Rivero Title to such land had been convered by royal grant to TLord
Baltimore of Maryland, then to the State of Muryland In 1776, and
by Maryland to the Federal Government when “he District was established
Jin 1790e The fact that the Shaw family had paid taxes for the land for =
' ' by the Federal Goverrmermt o '
50 years was held Ato be irre}ezanto The court decided for the Fowler
fa.mily'when it " was estebliste d that a ymmber of ‘l;',’pesz)f water 11311"5 ,
cultivated at the Shaw Gardens could not: live in tidalav/r:ters "o 5”; T

The fissue of purchase was revived in larch 1937, by the Zenilvorth

Citizens Association in hearings before the House Sub-Gorrmttee on

15 o Washington Star, 1951
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Appropriations. In 1938, the gardens were purchased from Mrs,
Fowler by the Federal Gorvermnent for $ 15,000 and included és ..\:/ part
of the Anacostia Parke .. - "f”f’ R Rl

T« The Gardens under the N:.tlonal Park Serv1re,l9'%8-78 ’
“The Shaw Gardenss were renamed the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens by the

%
National Park Service after the a.1: - adjacent Kenilworth subdivisione

‘The: extent of the gardens)‘?'/’zﬁ,:?':‘% " about 1, acres, remains essg ptially
unchanged fram 1938, the year they ceased operation as a commerical
venture and became a part of the Park system of the Nation's Capital,
The gardens are composed of a series of irregularly sﬁ.zed and shaéed

ponds, Formed by diling parts of the Anacostia River flood plan, a
wetland habitat of swé-;zp rarshes. Some dikes have been added since 19L9
* .~ dinside the two largest pools-'in the northwest section to faciiitate
their use with Iimited Park personnel. Another addition of seven tiny
"pools have also been constructed in the marshy area along the soithwest
corner. (See Map of Gardens).

In all, about 75 vax;’ieties of lily are on display at the gardens,

In mid-June the hardy, day blooming lilies are at their peak; in July
and August, the night-bloomi;ng tropical water lilies opene

Among.a rmmber of umsual exotic water lilies .*"“. is the giant

tropical waterIily with immense leaves, up to six feet in diameter and
capable of floating a child, from the Amazon basin. Also found at
Kenilworth is the Egyptian lotﬁsza reput-ed' to have be‘en a favorite of
Cleopatrae. Two ancient lotus plants, perhaps 1,900 years old, vxel;e
|16« About 1895 a real estate developer purchased rmch of the James lMarvin, *°
) Foiler IO~acre farm and the David A. Hller 300 acre farm o lay out

the .- 7 -+- subdivision now known as Kenilworth., The nmre was taken from
Sir Walter Scott!s novel of this nemee



L&
. a - H

gerrrd.nate.d'at thé’e Aquatic Gardens in 195I. These s;eed‘s were unearthed in

an ancient lakebed near Ptu-lan-tien, by a Japa/nese botanist in the 1920's,

The Kenilowrth Aquatic Gar dens also houses; j: other species of pond

-and mélrginal plants, both exotic and natlve. They include yellowe-blossored
' mterpopw, bamboo, mrbre]la-plant) elephant ear, and waterhyacinth,
| .In the gardens are &]_so su~ch swamp and narsh plants as goldee/ci ub
. plckerel,reed., arrowhead, "' cardinalflower, rose-mllow, loosestrife,

uaterprimrose, tuttleheady buttonbush, wildrice, and cattails Many mtive
trees grow around the peols, including an immense willow oake Several other
spacies af o2k are present~ as well as r;iv'er brich, willow, red maple,

elm, ash, sweet and black gums, sweetbay magnolié 3 'and sycamoree These

'bree.s create a forest setting for the pools anc}{:rovide wedcor= shade in

summer for visitorse -

The arez is also a refuge for waterfowl ,-fish, and forest animals,
least bitterns, leng-billed marsh wrens, green herons, and red winged blackbirds
nest in the marsh. The waterfowl arrive durlng their spring rdgratiom im
February énd the last of the warblers pass through in June, laskrat, raccocn,
amd epossum. inhabit the park. Musk, mud, pzinted, spotted, red-bellied,
and snepping turtles live on the banks and in the pondse Green frogs, bullfrogs,
swamp cricket and cr/i?ceﬁ frogs, leopard and pickerel frc;gé, spadefoot, .
F&pzarler 's and American toads lay their eggs: in the water and call early and

e te both spring and sunmer,

located to the south.. ' of the pon*cfs are three structures that
were used by Walter B, Shaw ahd Helen Shaw,. - Fowler in their commerical

aquatic plant operations from 1912 to 1938, These original buildings

consist of an @ffice or A'dministration .Kmilding erected in 1912 and two
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'{1 $two greerﬁtouses’p that were both built im 1913, To the rear of the
southern gr'=enhouses stands a recrbang-ulaz“—shaped concrete tank for
water lilies that was also erected priar to 19380
The Adm:m::.stratlon Building orr Office is a small board=and-bhaitten
two-story' structure with a gable roof. Three one-story shed-=like wings
extend from the maim house to the southeast, the southtrest, and the ncrtp tA
The exterior is palnted brcvm and the trim is whiteo The mairm bu_'zld::.ng now
contains the public restroonsse _ V
The two greenhouses are bullt into the side of a gently siopiing
hill and both have concrete walls and floors; .. - = concrete tenks
interior
for water plants are located around their wallse. The roofs of both
structures, once covered with glass, are now covered with translucent plastic
rmaterial in which vandels persist tear! '}Jﬁles. Durlrg the cold months the
tubers are stored. in wet sand in these greenhouses to avoid winter frost

kill, The hardy lilies are left out the year round.

The North Greenhouse, the larger cf thé two structures, is divided
into three sections: these consist of a large and z smz1l. greenhouse rorme
The lotter adjoins on the southwest side and is covered by a shed 1oofs
The third- section is an adjoining one-story board-and-bztten shed f;hat
houses the boiler for the buildinge The South Greenhouse has one long
narrow roorr and the boiler for this structure is located in a srmll board

and batten, - £ shed additione



The Administration Building is now used by the Hational

I9BPark Service as a interpretive center for vistors and the twa . functioning

A greenhouses are alsoc open to visitorse

The National Park Service has added picnic-e:reas, restrooms,

1
. and two new greenhouses to the Park since 9h9 o The two newer greenhouses

provide flowers for the Vhite Houseo '
The ‘Kenilvorth Aquatic Gardens were added to the *':; llational
Registry of Historic Places in August 1978. Imcluded in the designatiaon
. are the ponds and the 1912~13 Administration Building and North and South
Greenhiousese The laler greenhouses, picric areas,and other improverients

kdded by the. Vational Park Service since l:’lt; are excluded.
>4
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From the_lictillan Report of 1901, 104l .

Ax%ostia larshes from Benrding Bridge, looking North, Showing

Malarial Flats to be Excavateds
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