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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Name and number of structure:

Fort Chaplin, an earthwork fort, is located in reservation
numbexr 609 off Texas Avenue, N, E.

Propogsed use of structure:

As a historical setting for other park activities. Limited
interpretation will briefly present the ruins, the fort
construction story, and purpose of visible featurea.
Justification for such use:

The ruins of Fort Chaplin are a part of the ciréle forts
built to defend Washington during the Civil War - 1861-65.
It became part of the National Capital Parks under suthoriza«
tion provided by the Capper-Crampton Act of May 1930 as
amended.

Provislon for operating the structure:

As a unit of the Fort Cirele Park and East National Capital
Parks, the structure will be stabilized, maintained, and
interpreted by the National Park Sexvice.

Cooperating agreements:

There are no cooperative agreements planned for the operation
of the structure. It will be a self-service facility.
Brief description of propesed construetion activities:

The exigting fortification and eéntrenchments should be
stabilized by the establishment of a vegetation cover that
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will flourish in the shade. Formal walk ways will be
developed. Uncontrolled vegetation in and around the fort

should be removed.



HISTORIOAL DATA

The original line of fortifications (1861-1862) across
the Anacostia River (Bastesn Branch), opposite Washington,
followed a general norch-easterly courge along the crest
of 4 six-mile long wooded ridge from Forte Greble te Meigs.
Between Fort Meige and Yort Mahan, the next fortification
in the lins to the north, lay one and one-half miles of wooded,
hilly countryside, which neither fort could sdequately protect,
In September 1862, Brig. Gen. John 8, Barnard, Chief Engineer
of the Defenses of Washington, worried to Brig. Gen. David P.
Woodbury, commander of the forts across the Anacostia, "I would
wish that the interval betweern Forts Meige and Mahan and Fort
Mahan, and the (Benning's) bridge better obgtructed. That
side of attack would hardly be chosen unless with the expecta-
tion of seizing the bridges bafore we could destroy tham. nl

But other matters apparently claimed more importance,
for little was done to strengthen that pertion of the line for
nearly two years. In Janwery 1864, Barnard considered the

system of defenses substangially complete.?

1. Brig, Gen. Joha G, Barnard to Brig. Gen. D, P. Weodbury,
Sept. 6, 1862, Letterbeok, Chisf Eugineer, Defenses of

2, Barnard te Gapt- ¥, Rc Mun'aher, ¥eb. 29, 1864, Ibid.
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Then the next gumwer Lt. Gen. Jubal Early's raid caused
suthorities to vesvaluste the adequicy of the Defenses.

As Bavly appromched the Pefenses, Unien officials,
ungéreein a8 to where he wvould styike, bacsme scutely
conselous of the veaknass of the defenses across the
Anscostis. On July 18, Med. Gom. Guristopher C. Augur,
comnandex of the Befenses, worried becanse rifle pits had
not been constructed to connent the line of fovts across the
dispatched to assume coomend of the forte on that slde--an

 indtostion of convern felt by the Union high conmand.’ Forts

Mehan and Meige were not attsched, but the wealness of the

/ 1ine wés exposed. As & result, shovtly thereafter, three new
. favtificstions wers donmenced hetwesn ¥ovts Mahuan and Meigs,

Gne wes Yove Chapiin.

The exaot date of coomencement of Fort Chaplin is not
ko  The establisiment of on sugineey cinp (Cenp Franklin)
nede the gite of Fory (haplin in late July or early Augwat




suggests that the work began ehout that time.” By Outober 7
noarly a1l of the parmpet of the fort was up, tha logwork of

the tegazine complate end that of the bombproof wes in prograss.
By Novesbex 1 the fort wis finished except for hanging the gates,
mounting the Iepounder, sodding, "etd.” In Décembexr soéding was
$n progress.® 1o evidence has tuined up to mupgaet vhen the
banging of the gates or the movnting of the pun occursed, but an
undated Teport on aymement in the fort listed one Zh-pounder
moyntad en barbatts and 11 placforms ww-’

The fort HAd no acstive history: #o far as is known, it was
never gayvisoned, In the smmwr of 1868, & dateil {ono corporal
and two privates) was ordered to guard govertment propesty at the
fort until i¢ was dhemantied.®

Way Depertment Geqexal Ovdér Wo. 315, June 15, 1865 ordered
the abandomment of 29 €orts Norch of Potomse, insluding Fort Chaplin.

P —— iy

5. S$es Lt. Gol. Baxton §. Alemendew %o Le. Gol. J. H. faylor,
June 43 and Augest 6, 1866, eod to Col. M. W. Wisewell, Auguet 29,
1864 and Lt. Col, R. B. Johowtém, Sept. 19, 1864 in Letwverbook,
Chief Engineer, Definses of gron, BG 77, Nh.

6. Alvxonder “m’rﬁ- @en. Bichard §. Dalafield, Oot. 7, Nov. 1,
ané Det. 3, 1864, Ibid. .

7. Aosmment of Povte and Batteries,; Dafenses of Washington (n.d.)
Gartographia Divieton, 86 Y7, MA.

8. ¢iveulaw, July 7, 1865 iu Geaswsl Special Order Book
Hesdquartexs Hardin'e Biviefon dnd Haek$n's Divieien, R0 98, NA.

5




Belby B. Bcaggs, who owned part of Fort Chapiin, claimed $10,000.00
dmmages for timber and fencing #nd tha use of hig land. To vequite
hig claim the Governmént awdrded him ous dollar and the wood
portion of the fowe,” Scagge presumably removed the wood povtion of
the fort for Lts monstery valus. |

Available koowledge on the structural detail of Vere Chaplin e
linited to che demwings and plane dncluded fn this veport and
pemeral atdtements on BArnavd'e refrospective flepers.

Confarming to the very ewest of & hill 180 fest high, Fare
Chapglin was an itregular, eleven-sided fortification with a
perimeter of appeoxiuately 825 yards.? gbe thicimess of the
packed-earth pardpet varied from eix to 12 feel measured scyuss the
top. The dapth of the dry mest or ditoh suyvounding tha fort was
16 to 17 feer (messured fyom the cvest of the pivapet to the bottom
of the diteh). The ditch was betwesn 8 énd 10 feet wide &% the
boteom. An sbatis 0f tres tops surroundad the fors bayend the
diedh. The single entrsncs to the fory wag vis & sally port at the
southarmnost o8at fecw of the fort., Two gates, made of verticsl

et - e

9, ﬁl- Marahall . Luditngten to Gol. 3. i m July 29, 1865,

'grmmmmmmnwwm 2 e
_mm Relessa, otober , Papers o

mdmmum* of Washingten, RG 17, NA.

10, BDimensiens are spprovimate, bassd on my messuvements of the
mmﬂmﬂnmmmmwmv&umm

6




1ogs {passibly white pine) with ths bark left on, swung inward to
provide agoess,

Revetment: Batant dvawings d6 wot show the type of revetment
vaed to eupport the phxepet. In view of the £ast cthat Fove Chaplin
was denstrusted lage i the way vhen the construction techniques
of thy edginesrs had remohed thely most mature state, Lt suens most
Ikely that the ravetmnt was of che typa desorided by Barnard in
his Hipory (ph. OA«63) &8 standsrd noreh of the Potomad, This was
the vertieal pobt Tevhtuant, The posts wera fn 411 probabilicy
oak and Gheatut, e

fobrdgures: Elevén of the I¥ gun positionsy ac the font were
aibrasured. Thé dyewings show gebiondd ambréguves, Yhe censtruttion
of duch esbreguras is desowibed fn Bévnsvd,. Begort, pp. 7h-72.

W Tén 0f the 12 gum platforms shown in the drawivgs
axé for fleld sad ofsge gatrisgen, ond thedy presmibly were
gonetRudted g outitued i Bagasrd's Repovs, po 7. The ewo
vaibalning platdotus weye of the pintle Yrode and uwaverge type
{oen zxmmmn Rae &)

sine snd Bombprodf: Poxt Chaplin wis provided with ona of
#dchs Oencvil diwennions dnd views of both dve provided in

" . 4:1';_.;.

11, azmer t¢ 2. Pean, Jaodery 13, 1866 Latterbook, Chief
ﬁngmarg mfmﬁs of Washington, 8O 77, NA gersifise thet oak
aga tnga zhnhae qut op Pean’s land was ueed {n the construction
of Fart Chapiia
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ilivetretions. The magosine dimensions ingorporate the standazd
1% fost width to accommodats the stovage of powder bavpele in
three ranges. mwqum¢um'ﬁmy&muyu
taptement rosm racher then & bavveck for the gavrison. Hvidesce
fuggeste that the logwork of both wie odk and oheatnut,
Comstyyation principles ere shose dedarided in Barnsxd's Hepore
(pps s 65+70) 88 standsrd north of the Potvmse (the sams &6 applied
at Yort Greble).

Migeellanesus Patatls: Scandird interior itews of a fort euch
A this ome, would have insluded & well te serve the gervison in
time of siejge and & flagsteff. Ho evidense bag been found o
support the extstence of aithar at Fort Chaplin., However, in
1959, National Pavk Service msfntenance men £flladeup an old
well "shout (6) sim feat deep amd (2 1/8) two amd ongshalf fest
in digmaver.” Ite locagion in the parh, "just opposite 4130 Eaat
Capitol Htreet ou top of ths hill,” would place it iu close
proutulty to Ghe veav of the fort.'® Whether this well daves frem
the historic period {8 unknowa.

B
12; Q. W Rollins to §. P, Hewmis, Jan, 11, 1935, 1460/Fovt Chaplin,
National Gapital Regilon, Nationsl Park Service.



ANCHTTROTURAL DATA



ARCHEOLOGICAL DATA
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LANDBCAPE DATA

Maps contemperaneous to the histoyie pesiod show Fort
Chaplin overlooking an’ open fleld from the edge of a
surrounding wood. Ereetion of the fort xequired clearence
of trees from the site and it is probable that the
surrounding woods were felled to provide mat;rials fox
constriction of the fort and to open the range for its
guns.

The topography in the immediate vicinity has
apparently changed kittle in the last centuxy. A map
of the mid-1890's showe an orchard just northeast of the
fort and scattered trees growing within the foxt itself,
but most of the surrounding land appesrs cleax of tree
cover. Today the Fort site is thickly wooded with 2
second gvowth not present in the histogxic peried.

Exéepting the zéturn to woodland, the fort site has
changed Jittlée eéinece 1865. Modernization of the District
of Columbia road system, notably the extension of East

Capitol Street, left the fori axea vélatively undisturbed.
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FURNISHING AND EXHIBITION DATA

The Master Plan for Fort Cizcle Park contemplates
only stabilization of Fogt Chaplin., Thareé ara t be no

exhibits,
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FURNISHING AND BXHIBTTION DATA

The Master Plan for Fort Cirxcle Fark contemplates
only stablliization of Foirt Chaplin, There axe to be no
exhibits.
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LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

1. Fort Chaplin topographical working drawing, National

Aychives,

2, Port Chaplin, Plan and Secotions, working drawing, National
Archives,

3. Port Chaplin, Plan snd Segtions, record drawing, Natiomal
A¥ehives,

4. Fort Chaplin, Arvangement of the guns to the left of the

magagine, National Archives.
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