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Adm. Officer
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument -
From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structure Building Report, Part I
Stephenson Buildings (Nos. 12 and 12A)

We have the following comments to make on the subject
report:

1. We approve such repairs as may be necessary to
stabilize the building, but in the absence of positive evidence
as to historic appearance recommend that restoration of the ex-
terior be deferred until such evidence is available. (It cam

be submitted then as a revised report.)

2. We do not concur with the proposed use, and
reconmend that this determination be made when the overall
planning for the use of the downtown buildings has been

approved.
ggd,) Daniel ). Toblr
Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director
In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, E0DC |/
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Memorandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: Part I, Historic Building Report, Harpers Ferry NM
Etephenson Bulidings (Wos, 12 and 12A)

In accordance with FO-11-56, Historic Building Report,
we have assembled and are distributing herewith Part I of the
subject report. The report consists of the following sections:
Administrative and Historical Data Sections. (An Architectural
Data Section was deemed unnecessary by EODC.)

This report should be reviewed by no later than
. Our comments will follow.

Mareh 3,
1958 e
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Acting Regional Director

In duplicate
Attachment

Copy to: Supt., Harpers Ferry, w/c report
Chief, EODC, w/c report
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Approved:
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Director

Regional Director
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PART 1

HISTORIC BUILDING REPORT

The Stephenson Buildings

(Buildings No. 12 and 12A)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Distributed for Review by Region Five
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

The Stephenson Buildings

(Buildings No. 12 and 12A)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
October 8, 1957
Qg
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‘ ON S
Ao Hamo and Numbers of Bulldings:
Bulldings Noe 12 and 12A, "The Stephenson Buildings®,

B. Preposed Use of Structures:

The exteriors of Noe 12 and 12A are to be
restored to their 1859-1865 appearance and the interiors of
both buildings are to be rehabilitated, The first floor A
store windows of Build Noe 12 will be restored as a store
of the 1859=65 period visitors may view from the street
but they will nmot actuslly enter the structure,

The second and third floors of Bullding No, 12 afford
ample room for office space,

nunrai'andnoondnoonorauu No. 12A will

be utilized as the Architect's Office and ing Hoom,
Ce Erovisions for Operating the Houses:
No funds have yet been programed for refurni the

house, No cooperative agreements have been executed or

proposed for Nrnhhug and operating the houses, loney

vmhnmw.o.bu-hmmnrﬂuaMom

;f:ﬂlb;.t that will be located on the first floor of Bullding
. . v H

1, It is estimated that the cost of restoring the
exterior and rehabilitating the interior
of Building ¥o, 12 will amount to «$ 60,000,

2¢ It is estimated that the cost of restoring
the the exterior and rehabilitating the
interior of Building No, 12A will amount toeswe-wef 20,000

Estimated Total Cost for Bulldings 12 & l2Aewe«ee § 80,000

Page 1 of 1



HISTORICAL DATA

The Stephenson Buildings

(Buildings No. 12 and 12A)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Supervising Park Historian Charles W. Snell
October 8, 1957
(Rev. Feb. 3, 1958)



SECTION IIs HISTORICAL DATA
Introductiont Part I of the Historic Bullding Report for

Buildings lo.lzamwhdbcnmpmdumvlth
Acting Regional Director Gibson's memorandum of September 17,
1957¢ This seetion is based on all presently available
documentary data,

1. Qmersiip of the Land, 1835 to 1870,

On April 2, 1835&001’0\11!:3%%“““
Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Commisge
uuu'u1qorrmuvuo1mom-nomuum
parcels, the real estate at Harper's Ferry which descenddd
to James B, Wager, Gerard B, Wager and Sally Ann Wager, now
Sally Ann Swayne, the wife of Noah H, Swayne, from their
father John Wager, dmuod."l The property thus being divided
at Harpers Ferry was cormonly lmown as the "Wager Six Aere
Roamation,'mlﬂmdothnﬂinmmm
w;am-u.obywmwmwuﬂt.m
Government,

On October 10, 1835 the three Cormissioners reported to
the Court: "To James B, Wager we ullot&m!nth.tom
lots as designated J,B, W, & mudered in the annexed Plat,
viz, Lots No, 1-7-9-15bohgapu'totthooutmmht-
19=23=25=27=37=39=l1=l; including the new bulldings recently

1, Gibson,ote nlugnotcmnodﬂookﬂ 10-l1
Jofforson County Clowiet Office, Charles Town, West Ve, "

2 1835 Flat, "The ¥ Six Acre Heservat Lrawn J
". ‘& 808.0... ‘:80‘:.4 3001:2’9. mh"',:‘a‘:;:mOO s“b"m I.

]l -



attached to the mansion «ljbeli7«53 & SL" The Court further
appointed a special receiver for the Court to take into
possession the share assigned to Janes B, Wager for the
purpose of collecting rents on this land to be paid into the
Court, "from and after the time the seid (James B,) Wager
took benefit of the insolvent lawse.."

Oon Jamuary 1, 1836, the Court appointed two Commissione
ers and directed them to sell at public auction to the highe
est bidder the real estate of James B, Wager in Harpers Ferry,
On Hovember 26, 1836 the Cowrt further authorized the Conmisse-
ioners to divide Lot No, 15, the old tavern lot, into parcels.
Lot No, 15 was therefore subdivided into four lots marked
Noe 1, 2, 3, and 4, of Lot No. 15,

Probably on October 20, 1837 and certainly by April 29,
1842( the complete Deed is missing, see footnote 5), subdivie
sion No, 1 of Lot Wo, 15 was sold to Ama C, Stephension, of
nu-pw-m-ry.s Bulldings Yo, 12 and 12A, today, occupy the
major portion of Wager Lot 15 « subdividion 1,

Sometime between 1837 and 1865, probably the 1837-1548
period, Amn C, Stephenson apparently sold a portion of Lot 15
subdivision 1 to William Anderson, owner of Lot 15 « subdivision
2.6 The deed covering this trensaction has not yet been located,
3¢ Poed Book lNo, 29, ppe LiO«lil,

e February 8, 1841, Deed of B.&keS., Deed Book 2l,ppiS7=50

£ A% M0 ot 2utese Dot Rk R i e
is a note to .ﬂuzmmwlnw:mbommu
1580 this book contained enly 512 g, with some page evidently
having been torn out during or after the Civil “ar,

bedune 2, 1865, Yeed of BekeS., Peed ook 1, pp.9=10,

- -



On October 12, 10857 Mrs, Stephonson sold the follewing
land So Alfred Burton for $100: (See Appendix II)
"Begimning at the north west corner of subdivision 1l or

Lot 15,. domth.frontofnald.ubdlvlmm
enﬁ:d:strntl\nln (lz)rnteoapommnnhhuid
1line, the corner of the building now occupled as a
-hop by Geo. W, _’om 'g ptm to the present
site of Dullding ﬂ) ﬂunulo one feet
(n)toantah, WM(B) to the
otuumbdlvhmnmzihothm

bogl.nl.:m thomﬂhnnmoruummutl.
and dimensions sbove namedees” 7

In 1870 the heirs of Amn C, Stephenson sold the property
on which Buildings No, 12 and 12A now stand; the deed reading

in part:
" eefill that plece or parcel of land and the houses
Situa in Ferry at the
of Daniel Ames lo.l.S-o ision 2, or
Bulldings No, 11 and Shenandosh Street

- St tbth.ltﬂ:xﬁﬂ “ (it;. ot

%'ﬁmsu..'ﬁén o’ front, of the preaise

ivision uugrunm
lntbtncranﬁbomhth.uu- m.
m promises of Paniel Ames together nn-nlo
the M. hereditanents and appubtenances thereunto

belongingess"”

Thus from probably 1037, and certainly 1842, the land
on which Bulldings No, 12 and 12A stand belonged to lMrs.
Ann G, Stephenson, It is therefore suggested that Bulldings
No, 12 and 12A be called the "Stephenson Buildings,."

7e October 12, 1857, Deed of B.&eS., Deed Book 3%, ppe300=9e
o Septomber 1, 1870, Peed of B, & 8., Deed Book 5, ppe269=70s



The 1803 mep, "Plan of the propesed junction of the
m.tmmmumwummmm
Canal at HARPERS FERRY and the necessary Locks for descending
ing into the Potomak R:I.m." dated Feb, 1503 and reproduced
upnrtottholmuhmwl’hnum-umglo.m
3mmmazm-mmmmmmnu-or
Buildings No, 12 and 12A (See Appendix IIX)e

AW.MW:M&W“&-“UW
Lot 15, subdivisions 1, 2, and possibly 3, is delineated
on the 1835 map, "Map of larpers Ferry Shewing the Locatlon
of the Winchester and Potomae Hallroad, Prawn by Lieut, White,
mmn:aim.u.a.mmmﬁmcmaJm
Kearney, Lt, Col, and T, B, 1835 Hap 24"

In preparation for the public auction of James B, Wager's
property in Yarpers Ferry in 1836, the newspaper carried the
following deseription of Wager Lot No, 15 before 1t was
broken up into four subdivisions:

"4 lot fronting the U.S feet about 150
b on a cross street ng) z:.. .

the spacious frame nndlmuunu
a Hotel for the last 30 yoars...” u

!.tmm:.mn.oup Records of the Office of the
ahhrotlumm. cation Map File, Part of Hapt
Dre,150, sheet l.

Hational Archives R.C.77, “ecords of the Orffice of the
tnie o Port Enmn.prm.rmahp:

Mlio Plon umlo. WM=lP=3002, .hue two orh’gru.

11, Virginia Free Press, April 7, 1836, pe Ly colel.
el -



The ebove evidence thus indlcates that any buildings
standing on the present sites of Bulldings Neo, 12 and 12A,
in 1836, were probably frame structures, To date no direet
evidence has been located to indicate the time that Bullding
Noe 12 and also posslbly No.l2A were converted into brick
bulldings, As Buildings No, 11 and No, 12 may have been
built as one structure, however, the following evidence
- on Building No, 1l may therefore alsc apply to Bullding No, 12,
Mmulo.nvuwlymnuan;zu
to a brick structure befween 1837 and August 1, 1848, as
e deed of the latter date describes William Anderson's
bullding as a "brick store house," As noted on page 2 of
this report, probably bebween 1837 and 1048, William Anderson
purchased property from Mrs, Stephenson on one side of Buillding
Noe 11 and from Fhilip Coons, who owned property on the other
side of Bullding No, 11, The loecation of these deedsmay
date the conversion of both Buildings No, 1l and 12 into
brick structure, Anderson's original frontage on Shenandosh
Street for "ager Lot 15 - subdvision 2 was 30 feet; while
the Architectural Base Map, Preawing No, NMeHF 3055, shows
Bullding No,ll to now have a frontage of 32 feet on that
streot, In like mamner, Mrs, Stephenson's original frontage
on Shenandosh Street was also 30 feet, whereas the Architectural
Bage Map indicates that Building No, 12 now has a front of 27
feet on that street, It therefore seems likely that Anderson
purchased some 2 to 3 feet of Mrs, Stephenson's land and
alterations to both Bulldings Nel 1l and 12 date from that

12, Augel,1849, Deed of B.keSe, Deed Book 30,ppe306«T,
e 5 e



purchasee

The Map, dated May 9, 1866, "A Sketch of the Present
Position & Proposed Alteration of the line of the Saltimore
& Ohlo Rellrosd at Harper's Ferry," (See Appendix IV), by
motaWM.MWM:ﬁnﬂ“n
mtuuenmuu-ormm.umm?

3 ok D& |

hulb(ﬁtolﬂs'hmh.nmwuuw
end tavern, wmmmwum
Mtonmuulotwumio.lzuml
1.1827 Doctor's Office

"Doctor N, Marmion, lately of Charlestown Respectfully
offers his tonal services to the inhabitants of Harpers
hrgnmt vicinity, He may, for the present, be found
at Major Stephenson's Hotel," 55 |

2, 1831-Tawern?
In 1831 J, Stephenson nd;rthod for

=

a "BareKeeper,"

Stage Office

1034 - larpers err: 2 24 8L ALl
"The subscriber, in with Mps, S hes
coamonced H:&nul in the we Tavern

G‘;mm 77
added loe ? which contributes very much
the comfort of the estab shoent,

"phe MAIL and ACCOMMODATION STAGES run daily to and from
thohmy and the facilities of mm the Canal and
HRa1l , under an excursion from the ul:m
Ferry, is one of great interest and pleasure. Fe
13, National Archives R.Ge77, Dre 150, sheet Sle
m.mg;&p;'mnmtor Lot" labels Building Fo,

12 as from Hational ves R,G, 107,9ecre of
War Pe259 (5) fne,; also 1836 Virginia Free Fregs,April 7, »

15, Yirginia Free Press, Merch 7, 1827, pe3s
16, Ibid., September 8, 1831, DPe ke

17. Ibid., July 2ly, 1834, Pe 36
b e



4e 1835« Lawyor's Office: In 1835, Jnoe J. Brown, Attorny

at Law announced:

"His office i1s in the house at present occupied by Mrs
Ann Stephenson = formerly kept as a tavern by Maj, Jas,
luyhougn,lgoc'd-mxtdoamtotk. Re lLevering's
8toresee

5e January 1856: "New Cash Store:" In January 1856
Thomas Peacher ammounced:
ok 15e IRE i ot I o Al agra e fabgte
well selected of Goods

Opoceries, Queensware
Boohlnn‘lnh.“m. .m&-ma&-m-'
s s Corner” being on the corner of Main and High

6s Aprdl 1856-Store for “ent: In April 1856, Amn Ce

Stephenson advertiseds
"Store House for Rent, The Store Room, on the corner
of High and Shenandoah Streets, Harpers Ferry 1a for rent,.." 20
The uses of Bulldings No, 12 and 12A from 1856 to 1865
awaits the result of further research in the newspapers of
that period,

0 08UIed L _ 3 Noe 1
No historilecal drawings of Bulldings Vo, 12 and 12A are
presently available, |

For modern measured drawings of Buildings Noe 12 and 12A,
seo! Drawing No, NM-HF 3065, 17 sheets, dated August 27, 1956,

S SN i 88

. .
- - —— .

Report written b
Pated: October 8, 1957, p
s g SR
from data oonooz by
Park His Hervert H, Kissling,

18, Yirginia Froe Press, Vec. 31,1835,p.1.
19, Ibide, Jan, 2, 1056,p.2. 20, Ibid., 4April 3, 1856,pe3
-7 -
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(Plat found in Bullding Ne, 9)
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Tracing of A Portion of
the B, & 0. R,R, Map

of Harpers Ferry,
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GH STR HARPERS Y ASOUT 1

Sullding Ne. 12, to right, on corner of High and Shenandoah Streets, then 13=A Fwith
porch), Building lies 13(removed by NePeS)y white frame structurej Ho. li, 15 and 16.
Large building on corner to left, was the store erected by William Anderson in 1832 and removed
from area before it became a Yational Monusent, Harpers Ferry N,M. “egative No. HFeli2,

For a recent view of ‘uildings lNo. 12, L2=-A and 11, see Historic Suilding Report, Part I, for
“uildings No., 11 and 1llei, page 12,
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5¢ Conclusions and Iecoimendations:
Since this report was first submitted on October ¥, 1957, further

research, conducted generally on all the buildings, has produced the
following information on Juildings Yo, 12 and 12-A: First, a page-by-page
search for the deed (see page 2 of this report) covering the sale of land
between #illiam Anderson and Mrs. Ann C. Stephenson, in the Deed Sooks
from 1830 to 1865, has failed to locate this document., It is therefore
apparent that Anderson, the rurchaser, either falled to record the deed,
of if he recorded it, the deed was torn cut during the Civil War, In
any case, no assistance or information from this deed can any longer be
expected,

Second, on the death of John Wager, Jr., in 1813, his three children,
John, Gerard, and Sally, then minors, were placed under a guardianship.
The guardians, of course, aceounted to the Court for the expenses and
operation of the Wager estate during this peried, Infornation in these
records substantiate the data shown on the 1803 and 1811 maps that Buildings
Noe. 12 and probably 11, were used as a hotel during those early years.
In 1818, for example, expenses are listed "lor building addition to tavern
containing two rooms and porch and materials for om".n

Finally, in the building lease granted by the <ager children to William
Anderson in 1832, for erecting a structure on #ager Lot No. 51, Anderson's
site is located in the lease on "the corner lot immediately opposite to
the Harpers Ferry Hotel fronting on Shenandoah Street,..and running backeee
with (on the Charles Town foad) (CHigh su..i)-u
21.%Will Book Ne. 3, p.137, Jefferson Wounty Court House, Charles Town, vest Vae;
See also Will ook No. 2, p.287 for 1813-1816; wWill BSook loe 3, ppe137 & 427,
for 1817-1821,
22, Lease, July 6, 1832, Deed BSook 18, pp. 1-2.

-lle-



All this evidence thus substantiates both the early maps and the
1836 newspaper description of Wager Lot Wo. 15 (see page 4 of this resort)
as containing "the spacious frame buildings occupied and dnown as 2 Hotel
for the last 30 years", /Architectural investigation indicates that Silding
Nos 12 and 11 were built at the same time as onge building, It would
therefore appear that they were constructed about 1800 as frame structures
and used until 1835 as a Hotel. In 1835, with the division of Wager Lot
No. 15 for p:poul of selling off the lot, the large building was partitioned
off into two structures, now known as Suildings Wo., 12 and 1l. Some time
after Mrs., Stephenson murchased Bailding Ve. 12 in 1836 or 1837, the
structure was converted into a brick building,

Purther fessarch Fecuired:

A complete and careful search of the newspapers f{rom 1830 to 1861 will
give us a complete chain of the uses of Buildings No. 12 and 12-A. The
same sources will also probably yield soue data on the date of the alterate
ion of these structures. The U. 5, Census records, 1830-1860, will also
produce backgpound information on the owner of this lot. Correspondence
of the Us 5. Armory contains information on the early history of fuilding
No. 12 as well as on the career of Mrs, Ann C, Stephenson; this data is now
on order from the National Archives,

ri S c t-est i

Soth 3uildings Yo, 12 and 12-A were definitely a part of the 1859-1865
historic scenes As far as is now known, however, the buildings were not
closely assoclated in any way with the John Srown Rald or the events of the
Civil “ar, other than by being a part of the scene in which those historic
actions took place, It is therefore reconmended that the exteriors of

-l -



Buildings No. 12 and 12-4 be restored to their 1859 aspearance. It is also
believed that the exteriors of these structures, in the main, from an
architectural point of view, are substantially as they were in 1859,
Therefore, only restoration, and not reconstruction, will be required on
the exteriors of these buildings,

se of :

It is recormended that the first floor of Muilding lo. 12 be fitted out
as a shop of the 1859 periods These exhibits to be viewed by visitors
through the windows from the street, In other words, visiters will not
actually enter the house, thus reducing the problems of protectione The
second [loor should be saved for the storage of the exhibits in the event
of floods, and I would recommend that all other floors in Building No, 12
be stripped to a shell on the interior. Under this plan all interior
restoration work would therefore be strictly limited to the first floor
of Building No. 12,

If Storer College is included in the Monument, as nov secems likely,
with ample and room and facilities for administrative offices on Camp
Hill, there will be no need, in my opinion, to place offices on the
second and third floors of Auilding le. 12,

By May 1, 1958, there will be a most pressing need for more office
space at this Monument; Building No. 36 is already overcrowied in regards
to the space avallable for office J“ﬁ. It is therefore recommended that
the first and second floors of Huilding No. 12-A be utilized in the near
future as the Architect's Office and Drafting Room, - to be used for this
purpose over the period of the next seven or eight years, The structure

-l5 =



is also located adjacent to the proposed Architectural exhibil that would
be situated in Building No. 1lé. If this plan is followed, then the
interior of Building No. 1l2-A should be renabilitated for modern office
use, Once the bullding has served this purpose, 1 would then recommend
that the first floor be litted out as a shop of the 1859 period.

A T

Charles W, Snell,
Historian (Park Supervisory)

February 3, 1958
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