






I. INTRODUCTION 

A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Anacostia Park (ANAC) is a model urban park that covers approximately 1,200 acres extending 
along 5 miles of the Anacostia River from the Frederick Douglas Memorial Bridge to the District of 
Columbia/Maryland border. ANAC was constructed between 1911 and the 1920s through 
appropriations from Congress which directed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to dredge the 
Anacostia River and to construct a sixteen-mile seawall to retain the reclaimed sediments in efforts 
to improve the river’s water quality and to provide usable park lands for public recreation. The park 
transferred to NPS administration on March 3, 1933, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt through 
Executive Order No. 6166 C.F.C. 3 and continues to be maintained and administered by the 
National Park Service (NPS) as a park under National Capital Parks-East (NACE).  

Anacostia Park’s museum collection is comprised of both cultural and natural history collections. 
The park’s cultural collection includes both an archive sub collection containing resource 
management records, and an archeological sub collection comprised from prehistoric and historic 
artifacts and specimens. ANAC’s natural history collection maintains sub categories for biological 
specimens that include: flora, insects and arachnids, and other invertebrates, and a paleontological 
sub collection that includes a worm burrow trace fossil specimen—Skolithos linearis. 

The majority of ANAC’s museum collection is stored at the NPS National Capital Region’s Museum 
Resource Center (MRCE) in Landover, Maryland. A few biological specimens from the ANAC’s flora 
sub collection are located at the National Herbarium, part of the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of Natural History. 

At present, ANAC’s museum collection does not have historical, ethnological or geological 
collection sub components; however, future interpretation plans, scientific research studies, or 
preservation projects at the site may result in the generation of such collections. As a whole, 
museum collections at ANAC continue to grow through ongoing projects and research, and to a 
lesser extent, through active collecting and donations. 

For additional information on the museum collection, please contact: 

Park Curator 
National Capital Parks-East 
1900 Anacostia Dr. SE 
Washington, D.C. 20020 
(202) 692-6049 office 
(202) 690-0862 fax 
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