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Alternative 2 — (Use of Wildland Fire and Suppression Strategy)

Under this Alternative the NPS would allow natural ignitions occurring in certain areas and
under predetermined conditions to be managed to accomplish resource management objectives,
such as managing fire fuels accumulations and returning fire to its natural role in the ecosystems.
Any fire posing a threat to life or property would be immediately suppressed, as described in the
Alaska Interagency Wildland Fire Management Plan.

Alternative 3 — Combination of Prescribed Fire and Use of Wildland Fire and Suppression
Strategy — (NPS Preferred Alternative)

Under this alternative the NPS would use all available fire management strategies to protect
human life and property and to achieve land resource management objectives, including the
return of fire to its natural role in the environment and to reduce hazardous accumulations of
burnable vegetation. Prescribed fire would be implemented in certain cases, under the direction
of NPS personnel, for the purpose of proactively reducing hazardous vegetative fuel loads in
critical and full fire management units. Wildland Fires would be emphasized and used in the vast
majority of the park, preserve, and wild river areas, but full suppression and prescribed fire
would be used in much smaller areas.

Both action alternatives would emphasize the use of wildland fire to achieve natural landscape
level conditions where high-value cultural and natural values and human life and property are not
threatened by fire.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The EA was issued for public review and comment from December 3, 2012 to February 1, 2013.
The EA was mailed to about 82 parties, including state and federal agencies, federally
recognized tribes in the area, Native corporations, communities, organizations, and individuals,
and it was posted on the NPS PEPC website. A press release announced the availability of the
EA for public review and comment.

Comments on the EA were received from the State of Alaska, National Parks Conservation
Association (NPCA), and one individual. The NPS identified several substantive comments that
either raised a new issue not fully addressed in the EA, suggested a reasonable new alternative,
suggested additional mitigation measures, or provided new information or facts that have bearing
on the decision. Responses to these comments are attached to this FONSI in Appendix A.
Changes to the EA are indicated in the attached Errata in Appendix B.

DECISION

The NPS decision is to select Alternative 3 (Implement a Combination of Prescribed Fire, Use of
Wildland Fire, and Suppression Strategies in Katmai National Park and Preserve and Alagnak
Wild River — NPS Preferred Alternative)).

2 FONSI for EA on Wildland Fire Management Plan
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