Eastern Rivers and Mountains Network

2018 Weather in Review:

In all, 2018 was warm and extremely wet. In fact, it was

a record-setting year for precipitation, with higher totals
than ever recorded. Weather data collected since 1895 re-
veals an increasing trend in annual average temperature
(+0.02 °F per decade) and a decreasing trend in annual
total precipitation (-0.01 inches per decade).

Temperature

In total, 2018 was the 21t warmest year at the recreation
area since 1895, and the spring and summer were par-
ticularly warm (Figure 1). Eight months had higher than
normal temperatures, with February, May, and September
all being more than 5 °F above normal (Table 1).

<Autumn
Winter

Figure 1. Seasonal and annual temperature rankings. An arrow at the
top of the figure would represent the warmest year/season on record
(since 1895); at the bottom, the coldest year/season on record. Data
are available at https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/county/rankings.
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Information in this brief represents weather data aver-
aged from counties surrounding the national river. These
include Fayette, Raleigh, and Summers counties, West
Virginia. More local weather data may vary slightly from
what is reported here.

Table 1. Average monthly, average annual, and departures from
long-term average temperatures. Departures from average are based
on a comparison of 2018 average temperatures to relevant averages
from 1895-2017. Data are available at https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/
cag/county/time-series.

Month/ Average Departure from
Year temperature (°F) average (°F)
January 27.6 -3.9
February 43.1 +9.5
March 383 -3.7
April 48.3 -3.5
May 67.0 +6.4
June 69.6 +1.8
July 71.6 +0.3
August 71.4 +1.2
September 70.2 +5.8
October 55.0 +1.4
November 40.1 -2.8
December 37.0 +3.2
2018 53.3 +1.3



https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidrsmith/4054719033/in/photolist-7biuGR-2abQp7v-24zQZWm-7biu7g-X66zdJ-25jubgK-qX2zWx-XC3AV7-6ggbn5-8mAhQv-2aMnVjn-smtnkP-9Evu7G-6ggfdN-jzKj7t-5bztuM-koNKtk-55AK2Z-oEucRn-WUs34X-X3wvBX-pp2kHi-U48XaY-dj6zp1-qwD5xX-26UoqFt-iPs4xK-VQW3Fb-duRJzW-kgi4tv-Curwec-nvp6uv-m9yua-ftqvX8-FutV51-qwKVQ5-fk3fsB-VSwGib-95xZF3-o4n6iU-55EVHC-WUrZ7K-q5g9VQ-DGebgL-69qxUN-9kA4VJ-tHoRjR-shzQ9S-8mDpEb-7bisqH
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/county/rankings
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/county/time-series
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/county/time-series

Precipitation

In total, 2018 was a record-setting year at the park — it Table 2. Monthly and annual total precipitation and departure
was the wettest year since 1895 (Figure 2). By the end of from Iong-term averages. Departures from average are based on
the year, the area received 61.1 inches of precipitation, al- a comparison of 2018 precipitation to relevant averages from

. 1895-2017. Data are available at https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/
most 17 inches more than the long-term average (Table 2). county/time-series . d 4
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<« Winter January 2.5 -1.1
] February 6.8 +3.7
<Spring March 45 +0.4
April 4.1 +0.4
Near May 6.0 +1.8
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June 4.2 -0.1
July 4.6 -0.3
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Figure 2. Seasonal and annual precipitation rankings. An arrow at the December 4.7 +1.3
top of the figure would represent the wettest year/season on record
(since 1895); at the bottom, the driest year/season on record. Data 2018 61.1 +16.9

are available at https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/county/rankings.

Temperature and Precipitation Trends (1895-2018)
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Figure 3. Annual average temperature (°F) and annual total precipitation (in.) from 1895-2018 for
Fayette, Raleigh, and Summers counties, WV. Dashed lines represent linear trends. Data are avail-
able at https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/county/time-series.
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