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Thir study hoc been mrepcored oe the firet of 2 seriec on the -

=y

history of Harpers Ferry after the Civil War. The following corplex

story of the zccuisition and disposal of the public lands snd buildings

of the U.S. Armory &t narper‘s Ferry, Vest ¥ﬁr"1n1w, laws the basic
groundwork for 211 the economic and industriel developrent thet did and
did not teke place at Earper's Terry ofter the wer. Tt alse suggests the
reesons why +the town sank into a stete of industrial and economic suspende
snimation for twenty veore, from 1865 to 1885 and when, like Fip Van ¥inkle
7/

Harper's Ferry avoke from its lorg sleep, the world had left the town far
behinde | '; Techologicel chenges hed rendere ed industry lergely irdepent
of water power and ec vhen Herper's Ferry's water pover vas finally built,

it vas :mch less important end the torm vas never azsin to achieve the

economic and industrial stetus that it hesd enjored before the Civil Ware

[%

0

The stucy has been‘uiiVided into three sections, or volumes.
Volume I, the present cection, coneists of 2 nerrative history of the

scquisition and disposel of the public lands at Harper's Ferry from 1796 to
1888, Volume IT, containe = record of 2ll deeds is sued by the United

ablic lands ot Herpers Terry from 1852 to 1885,

Stetes Covernmont jopd bt
t

documents the narrative history of - Volure

together with other Asta the
I. Volume - Tl“‘?: , *I ie comprised of the exiencive series of
letters, reports, and stucies latlpg to the sale of the U,S5, lands at
the vears 1865 to 1885 that were published in the
¢

gresso Theee documents further suprort the

ested that two further studies be programed to complete
the chief industrisl history of Hernert's Yerry in the post Civil War years
T™he firet and miet important of these would be of Thormes . Szvery enc Com

who redevelored nd utilized the vater pover of the Potomec end Shenzndoel




L]

ivers Tor industrazl purposes from 1686 to 19L?,¢§A

fecondly, e similar study of the ._;w redevelopmert of the water

power of the Islsnd of Virginius by Jgﬁathan C. Child and John 4o

YirCreight during the reriod 1867 to 1889, vhen their compeny failed,
“Then the mills of Saverv & Company closed their doors forever in the

19L0%s, Herper's Ferry's deys &s an industrizl center camne to an end

and the towm hezrn to die repidlye

Ohrerlee ¥, Snell

December 1070
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CHAPTTR I

THE ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR TFE U.S. ARMORY AT HARPER!S
FERRY, VIRNINIA, 1796 to 1861

1. Title to the Lands, 1751 to 1796:

AN _ T e e PR
Nearlyhof the real estate that formed the core of the U.S,
Ltrmory at Harper's Ferry's land holdings, 1796-188L, was originally

held by Robert Harpér, under two patents to him = from Lord Thomes
Fairfax, proprietor of the|§northern neckof Virginia, dated
respectively April 5,1751 for 125 acres, and April 19,1762 for

92 acres, and zlso a patent from Governor Horatio.Sharp of HMaryland

~ for an island, lati? known as Byrnes Island?_in the Pqtomac, issued
@n July 28,1763, 'Robert Harper, a mill;wright from Pennsylvania,
resided at and improved’his Wiiderness pfoperty'at ﬁarper‘é.?er:y
from 1751 until his death in October 1782, Undef his w1l €% he

bequeathed the western ﬁélf, including his residence end flour
and sew mills, which were located on or adjacent to the Hall Islands
in the Shenzndozh Piver, to hic nephew Robert Griffith. The
:eastern helf, which included his new stone tavern, 3ldg. Loe 1A,
his ferry rights on the Potomazc River, Yand"all my estate ,right,-and
title to theuMaryila d shore of said ferry, end 2lso,,.. to and for

ten acres upon what is called the Big Tsland, up the Potomac River ,
adjoining the ferry aferesaidg" Harper left to his niece, Sarah
Harper, who was the wife of John Wager, Sre and residing in

Philadelphiz. The Wzger family, vho continued to libe fq Philadelphie,

1, Lord Fairfax's Deed of April 25,1751 to Eobert Harper, is in Northern
Neck Grants, Book 6, p. 196, 125 acres, Virginia State Librery, Richmond,
Virginia . Date on 2nd deed for 92 acres, dated April 19,176 from
recital of facts in Thomas kutherford and others to United States,

deed of B. & S., February 20,1797, in National Archives Record Group
Yo. 121, Entry 75, Warrenty Deeds and Corrpspondence, Harpers Ferry,¥,
Va., 1766-1880, Tray 1, Data on island from MNational Archives Fecord
Group 153, Office of the the Judge Advocate General, Filitary Seservation
Keservation Division, 1809-1942, Box Lk, with copy of deed. Also
coe " Letter from the Attorney Ceneral in answer to a resolution of the
House of March 26th last[1867],relative to the title toSige : P
. 2t Harper's Ferry," December 5,1867, printed in House of N3z
Representatives Execuistive Documents, Volo 7, LOth Congress, ?nd Session,
1867-68, Serial No. 1330, Document No. 17,page 3~ This includes an
abstract of Title of much ol the 1and. derafter refered as "Abstract of
Ti+7a QN 1220 _For Tavrmers! Aeed af Lyl 10 1782 coo larnnome LI




during this period, lezsed out the ferry righis and tavern, and held
title to the property from 1782 to 1796,

2¢ The United St atns Acquires Land for an Armory at Harpers Verry 1796-97 o

An Act of Congress, approved Aprll 2,179h, authorlzed the erectlon)

repairing and operation of national’ arsenals and armorles bv the new 1¥

giﬁ_*’establlshed U.S. Government. Acting under the terms of this law,

President George Washington directed his Secretary of War to purchase

the necessary lands and to establish aqnational armory:at Harpers Ferry

for the purpose of menufacturing arms, " Accordingly, on June 15,1796,

John Wager, Sr. sold all of his wife's Harper's Ferry inhéritance,

except for six acres of land retzined in what became known as the "wager
- retained

Six Acre Rese*vauloﬁ, another three—&uarte¢s of an ac"eA?n_Uhat ¥was

called the "Wager Ferry Lot Reservation", and his ferry rights on the

0
Potomac, to the United States Government for § 7,016.66e. Included in

R
this trancsaction for cpproximately, s; 117 acres was his title %o "an

Islend in the River PotomacL opp051te to ﬂxgrper's Terry gontaining about

nd o=

Twenty Acrese" -
On Veo*uar; 20 1797, Thomas Futherford, William Darke, Van

Eutherford, and Hary’i,?wRutherford executors and executrix of Thomas

_congid leration P
f#of $ 10,000 <€ paid

by the United States, COHEEyEd to "George Washington, President of the

ISR SR

United States =nd his successors forever? about 210 zcres of land

5 MLast Will of Robert Harper of Berkeley County, Va., dated September 26,

1782, probated October 15,1782,National Lrchives Record Group No. 153,
Militery Reserveation Division, Box No. )., Portions also prihted in
"Lbstract of litle" M,_m 3« For Will, see Lppendix Noe . B-She

3,Public Statees at Large of the United States of America Vol. 1(18L5),p«352,

see Appendxx§:87ibr copy of law.

I .Copy of Werrenty Deed, John Wzger,Sr. et el, Berkeley Cou‘tyu Va., to Udd,,
Yune 15,1796, in Record Group No. 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry 75-
vigrrenty Deeds and Correspandenﬁe,T796—788ﬁ_ for Public Lands ef the UL,
A*nory at Hdroerc Ferry, Va., 1ray Ho. L. "Abstrzct of Title, "S.l. 1320,p.h.

e Appendix No, 2 for copy of this deedep,08/ -
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consisting of the western portion of the estate that Robert Harper

174
had left to Robert Griffith and ¥hich was subsecuently[ by deed dated

January 9,173r) conveyed to the grﬁrtors by the heir at law of said
Grlfflth'" 5 Thus by the spr¢ng of 1797, at a total cost of
$ 17 016. 66, the Unlted c‘tates Government had ootalned title to L??

~

acres of land that was form the chief seat of “the operatlons ‘of the -

UuSe Arnory at Harpers Ferry from 1796 to 186l°
There was, however, a downward adguatment of four acres in 1803.

Joln Wager, Sr, died in 1803, and the executor of his estate, Edward
lucas, noticed that under the terms of Robert Harper's will, Wager should

" have established four acres of land around Harper s g*ave as a graveyard s
%r
5

J

<4

but had failed to sce AlsB i Wager had retalned tltle to only

six and threa~quart°r§éﬂres of land in Harpers Ferry, Vhlch was not

Wrr»
near to Robert ! larpers' grave, «&F 5T the Uace‘ fam11v could not

now cg_rry out Harpers! request, This ommission, the lavver pointed

out,might %pt only invalidate W%he VWager family title to their 6 3/L

acres but the United States title to the 117 acres ub?t had been

acquired? ﬁg,ayéfrom Joh Wager e 1In order to correct§? this situation,

barual Annln, Paymaster of the U.S. Armory at Harﬂer’s Ferry‘, -6
“"xfffiﬁvﬁysurveyed and laid out the Fou;,cemetery in late 1803,

-

The correct total acreage available after 1803 was thus 23 acres,
and not L27 acre% asggggggééﬁﬁilisted in Ordnence VYepartment records,

Of the total of L23 acres, epproximately 72 acres were used to establish
the U.S,: Musket Tactory or Armory on the Potomac Riverg 13-acres to
erect the U.S. Rifle,or B all's Factory on the Il211l Islandsin the

Shenandoah River, and about 3/L of an acre on Blocks 4 and B,

- e A : cq s . .
Shenandoah Street, to ﬁ;%;y‘construct two arsenal buildings in which

S. Copg of Warrenty Deed, Thomas Rutherford et ux, Berkeley County, Va.,

to United States, February 20,1797, in National Archives Record Group 121,
Entry 75, Tray 1. For copy of deed, see Appendix No. 3 ps10L.,

U Abstract of Title,’ w polis

6. The Survey of the farper Cememtery is recorded in Deed Eook 3, p.108,
ueffercop County, Courthouse, Charles Town, W, Va,, Paymaster Saruel n“nlr

to the ecretary of Har} Jarvary 180Cl, notifying the Secretary of this
action, Harpers Ferry y‘déslﬁi Acro?llm Beol 18, Vole 2, pel7lis




to store the'newly manufactured arms., The balance of the land,

some 337% acres s vas really surplus to the Armory 5 real needs,

Even#8 were to prove that in fact the Unrbed S'bat,es owned too

much lqnd 111 ngoer 5 F erry and thls was to cz:eate many problems

i

for the Government 28 the populat éri of Harpers Ferry began to

expana as the Amory grew

F‘or a lap 1llustra‘t:\_ng the 1796-07 acqul!ltlons, see Lap Ng. 2. .
L _ on P.l? e

3e Addltlon': to the Orlglnal holdlncrs.

2e¢ Friends! Ore Bank, 1800: :

~ On I.ay 8, 1800, Henry Lee and Vlfe, in r‘onsn,deratlon of payment
to them of $ 21,000, conveyed to the Uﬁlted States " all the iron ore
" fex ¥ith all the rights, &c. , necessary fc_ar dlggmg, ralsin‘g andhremoving ‘
the same, in =z cer‘bainn‘tract of land in Bérkeiey[nm—r Jefferson] County,
Virginia, adjoining the Potomac, containing about 1,600 acres, which is
& bank of iron ore known as ! Friends! ore bank," excepting so much
thereof as has been c‘onve ed by sald Lee to John Potts and i others,
They also conveyed " one"haji‘ acre of land ad301n1ng the said rlver, to
be selected for the Unlted States.., by thelr agent..'f7

~ On June 20,1800, John Potts and his wﬁe, George North and his

wif 1€'e » and William Wilson, of Berkeley County and Llexandeiz, \:J_rglnla,
in consideration of § L2, 000 .00 conveyed to "John Adams s President,é&c.
hlS successors," "the right of digging ore from 'F rlends' ore bank'

heldf %% upder seid Henry Lae &c@'; HB, ﬂ221 acres of ¢ znd_bu buz,_dlrrrrs
S8 Facesn & On Septenber 21,1619,

. pf artract ’k,gown as the nEe Keap
-ho*ltlnued Aoproved March 3,7819. U 5. utatues at Larrre, Tol. 3, Pe 5213

élso “Abctr ct of T tle, S‘ 1'%?0 " P

, —

«1

A TS
w»-;«)@vaw—a»ﬁw*w ST B2
retary of Var, Jan.l" 18'17, Netional Archive e f,,t,\ ;153, Box h5° .
7earrenty Deed, Henry lee et ux, Westmoreland uountv, Virginia, to
- the United States, Hay 8,18CC. in lational fg&mves Record Group 121,
Entry 75, Trey MNo. lo See Appendix . 1 for copy of deed. lhis Henry
- Lee was " ight iaf % Horse Herry" Leé® oi Revolutionary fzme and the
i‘r{-her of Pobert B, _Llee MA,L) +Tc‘Ct Of Tl‘bl@, s.u .l"»jO,p 6
T

8, "Warrenty Deed, George North et al., to United States, Jure 20,1800,"
National Archives EKecord Group No. 1'71 Entry 75, Iray 1. Also conveyed
was 2 Mtract of land w:Lth bulld_ngs ar‘d mprovoxs;rtﬁ_“ jted

Sec

f e
|
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the Tl

221 :
sold theAacre Keep Iryste Furnace Tract to Jogn Preacher for 5>_M*m:¢
. [y ' d n N
¢ 15,000.00, thus reducing the tota%gggft ‘fron ¢ 42,000 to $ 27,000 {849
Thus in 1800 and at a cost of $;54,00G the United States obtained

title to 1,600 acres of iron ore land known as the " Friends! Ore

Bank ", This property was located on south bank of the Potonec‘?ﬁiver{’

S ng.g‘.Q_ in Jefferson County, several miles northwest of_Hafbé;éfFéffjiﬁrmofié‘“.
©. s r. and was to be used to énsure a supply of iron for the manufacture of &rms.

- 7 . The Ordnance -Department,1800~1860, did not include -this land as a part

. of the Armory property, but.in the land disposal programs of the = -

1869-8l; period, the Friends! Ore Bank was offered for sale as a part

of the Armory real estate,

S

bf;? Timber Righté’on?§§§53395 acres of Land, 1813:.'f‘f

On August 20,1813, in consideration of § 20,36006%§;g S

- X .. AR - R »‘U )
Fairfax amd otherg sold to the United States the perpertufZi right to
cut all "the trees,woods, and underwoods of exefy soft and denomination "

»

on 1,395 5/8th acres of mountain land that’lay on the south side ofA
the Shenandoah River, opposite to Harpers Férry,'in.Jefférson and Loudoun

Counties,Virginia, This acquisition was known as "the Shannondele tract!.

The object of this purchase was to supply the public workshops, 'oi‘Jf‘_ices,wwQ

quarters of the U.S. Armory at Harper!s Fefry3‘with;wood for fuel and also

2

to make charcoal which vas uwtilized in the production of arms.” flngg
See Map No.£§, for a 1811 survey of .the wood land traqt.EHQIEY7054 .
Part[about 216.80 acres]of this 1,395-acre timber tract were included ..

within the bounds of Harpers Ferry MNational Historical Park in 1953,

c. Ferry Richts on the Shenandoah'River, 1818:

. On October 27,1818, on the receipt of § 5,000, Fernando Fairfax
sold the ferry rightaécross the Shenandozh River s the ferry and a

ferry tract of 68 acres and 80 square perchaé? of land, with the
buildings, located on the south bank of the Shenandoah River, to the

9« Fernando Fairfax, et ux, to the United States, Deed of B, &, S. August

20,1813, in National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 75, Iray 13

Also recorded in Deed Book No. 8, p. 63, Jefferson County Courthouse,
Charles Town,W.Va.- Also copy on ﬁarpers Ferry NHP Microfilm Redl No, 2l,
Vol 6, np.51:9-550. For copy of deed see Lppendix No. 7.

"Abstract of Title:"_ﬁ;ﬁ:,EEQQJ Pe 6o See Lppendix No, 2,p.120 for deed,

N




10 the T
United States., The ferry was purchased to eliménate«high cost

. 3%231

of ferrying wood cut@lon the 1,395 acres of timberland on the south side
of the Shenandoah River over to the Armory side., The United States
Armory operated the Sheqandoah ferry under a lea51ng systen from -
1818 to 18L3, lh ‘the 1atter year tghe flrst brldge, a toll bridge, was.

' constructed over the qhenandoah at Harpers Ferry and the ferry’ceaqed to
functlon again till the toll brldge was destroyed in the ClVll war,

For the 1818 survey of the Shenandoah Ferry Lot, see Map No.hgj
acre tract is 1ncluded within the bounds of Harpers Ferry MNational

Plstorlcal Park,

By 1819 the Un1+ed States Armory at Harpers Ferry held tltle
to a total of approximately 1, 886 acres of land that had been acqulred
at a cost of kaQBY?»%Q‘&gf the 1 600 acre Frlends' O”e Bank is.

A vlncluded then the total acreage was 3 h86 acres and the total cost
i ,ff}( "»’»M_* ¢,§“§~
955877438
i e R g
Armory at derper’s Ferry, and of the arms made and repalred therein s

"A Statement of the erpendluures at the Unlted States

from its establishment[1796] to the close of the year 1821," the Ordnance
Depart'ent 1nformed Congress that a total of 2 601 h09°35 had been
spent at Harper's Ferry. Of thls total, $ 2,171, h90 h9 had been expended

" on the menufacture and repair of arms, 5 63, h58,19 for the packing znd
“transportation of arms, $ 256,509.L1 for the construction of buildings,

rmill-dams, canals, and other permanent imorovements, $ 66,793.32 for the
repair of buildings, canalq, and dams, and 112,877.28 for the purchase of
land, The a_creage was stated to be 1,890 acres(thhs 1nclud1ng the - acres
n Harpers Graveyard) and the total number of buildings, 1nc1ud1ng 89

dwelling houses valued at $ L7,600.00, was 113 etructures valued 2 + &

10, 2 Warrenty Deed, Fernendo Fairfax to the United States, October 27,
1818, in National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 75, lray No. 1,

Llso recorded in Deed Eook Ko. 10, p. L02, Jefferson Countyy,- uourthouse,
Charles Lour? WHeVa, n1°0 copv of deed on Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm Reel
No See MAbstract of @ g i Title,"S.M. 1330, p, Se

Tor deed ‘sen F“pe“("v o, 2 f.lee, Tor meps, Yo, b znd 5, sgm#3139 ard 110,
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total of $ 150,650, The report further stated that a total of
119,911 new muskets and 19, 718 new rifles had been produced to date.11
d. Water Power Rights on the Shenandoah Plver, 1833‘ ‘»*-‘ )

S In the 1830'3, the Ordnance Department de01ded‘to~greatly 1ncrease
the productlon of John Ho Hall‘s contract rlfle and 1n,order to accompllsh
the water power facilities on Halls' Islands 1n the Shenandoah had to be

expended o To increase the flow of water, the existing TS dam had to

be extended completely'across the rlver and thls would effect the

water power of the John Strider, who ormed the Gulph Mllls, which
were located 1mmedlate1y above or west of Halls Island, ‘ On June 27,1833,

the Unlted States @ovarnnent paid Strlder 3 2, 600 for the use of the _

water in the Shenandoah between hlS mllls and rlfle factorv on Halls

Islands and also for his consent,to construct the dam across the

Shenandoah, ) : . - ;
With this aooulsltlon, the total exoendltureu for land at

Taroers Ferry, excluding the Friends! Ore Bank, stood at $ L5,L77. 28

and the acreage, excluding the L, acre Harper Grave Yard, was 1,886 acres.

11, American State Pzpers: Hill+arv Affalrs (Wash_pcton, p,C.,183L), II,
1:81-1.62, ,
12, Deed, John Strider and others, to the Undted States, June 27, 1833,

in Natlonal Archives Record Group 121, Entry 27, Tray 1. Yeed aWSo recorded
" in Deed Book 18, p. L31-L32, Jefferson County Courthouse, Charles Town,H.Va,

See also "Abstract of Title," SN, 1330, pPeSe Pi Twm- A al N I s
For deed, see ippendix No. ?, p. 127, OR Harch 2,1836, Congress avpproprlated
$ 1,600 t o_purchese the““lj;‘ ater rlghts and -eonstruct “thé darg. on
the Shenandtah River, UsS, Statues at icrge, IV, p.bLi2,
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{2; UeS s Grants oﬂ nghtsﬁgof'wey Across Armofy Property. ,,:i; fii.{;;*s<‘ .

For the 1807 map 11*ustret1nv thls rlght of way, see "Plat No 62 with

. Nogtitle gggFQ.leoend re dlng"S Twng the Shenandoah “wver, Shenandoah Canal,
Hall's Island, and house where Robert Ha“per Dled his mills and races,-
Scale: 8 perches to an 1nch° Listed in Natlonal Archlves Cartographlc

pPCthn,RBCOTd Group No. L77,. as Dr. 118—62. MAP ‘No. h3  This plat is -

in Harpers Ferry NHP Hap Case, Drawer No. 9. ,‘A»'-{jl‘k~5f~q o

b. To the Wﬂnchester and Potonac Railroad Comnanv3 1835'/*‘ e

On January 27, 1835, President Lndrew Jackson granted the klnchester

~and Potomac Railroad Company a right of way for 1t< tracks across the
LT gyttt ,3?

1¢§ Shenandoah River at Harpers Ferry.o

the UlS, lands along theﬁﬁgfa;

S g e

"f_f - The arant sp801f1ed that the rlght of way'was to be SO feet Wlde acdross -
Blocks A and B,. Shenandoah Street and 30 feet w1de as 1t crossed B1§5cks :

B
C, Dy B4 and F, Shenandoah Street, and also the Hall or U S lele Factory,
Islands, The grant further soec1f1ed that the.géérellroad track was to

rounted crossed -
_ elevaged andﬁ““;“'on trestles as Ifm“‘”’“‘he U.S lands in order tiS

permit the inhabitants of these blocks free access to thelr 1ots.‘

The railroad company completed the constructlon of 1ts llnes ‘and began

[

operations in 1836,

-

13, irticles of Agreenent, March 3 §§§§, Thomas Jefferson, Pre51dent of the
" United States and the Potomack Company, in National Archives Fecord Group
153, Military “eservation Dividion, Box Lk, Copies of this agreement are
e iéroers FERR YNHP Microfilm 13eel 22, Vol. 13, pp. 1?65—1“67 See Vol.III,

oee Vol,HI,p,48,. for - the E’re t
e hrﬂorv Paymaster & Samiel Arnin letters of ég;%ﬁ 5%“255?.ay-1h 1697 ,accompanying

B the olet are on Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm feel Noe. 18, Vol. 1, p, 50 and 52,
i ige~iol TII, p.lUi-h7, for rl"ht of wey report and 163k mdg,_d___

fﬁ" see *eporﬁipf Lieutenant Colonel Keammey and Captaln Trunbull, of the
_ Corps ﬁ? Topo aphical Englneers, in reference to a Hesolation of Congress

.. Passed urlngC ts Lastfz#3.” §eesion , Authorizing the President to Grant <
: % under Certain “onditions a Right of Way to the Winchester and Potomac Railroad v

Company over the Public Ground at Harpers Fe October 23,183 -Ha F
-NHP Microfilm "eel 17, Vol. ki, p. 272-273~- Conflnued on ég;t:;aoefpers erry
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To “the Ba,’r;blmore and Ohio Pallroad Congpa_y ,1838

" The raﬂroad company s’ rlght oi’ 'way 4 e;ctended from the eze.st:mg

‘ »U.S. stone nver wall 20 feet forward

: : P16
raﬂ road had to bullt mto the r:Lver._» The rallroad en‘bered Harpers F erry,

via its Fotomac River brldge,,m \‘Eme 18hl, and :m June 18)4? began runn:mg -

s on a trestle through the Musket Factory yard as i‘ar west ‘as Hancock. C

tO}he .Po‘bomac, ‘meanlng 'tha‘t t,he :

ﬂég For a Water Tower, B & O, R.a.., 185'5° -

S  On November 16, 1855, AI'moz'y Superlntendent Y'Henry W, C].cwe, actlng ;
’ under ho nd_instructions from the Secretary of Ear Jeffers R
B R Ve Brooks , President of the B.& 0. R.R%@ered* lnrbo gﬁ% i

Dava_s
a fonnal agreemer%j under which the B & O, R.R. Cqmpany was perml‘b'bed

‘bo erect a bI'le water tOWer about 17 feet square and about 36 feet hlgh
in the musket factory }ard w:Lth the understand:mg that :Uc, would be = .
“The tower, erec‘bed‘l’n 1856, was destroyed

Do removed if requested. ,
: on February 7,186?, dur:mg “the Cl‘V’ll War. RO

ot

15 CEARATTE and 11 e
. and Pot R I?I hemng the
.f Under tg:aglrjliroad " drawn bv Lieuts Whlte, ‘Allen, azsa;::;m gf the Wlnchester ;y :
. by Presm t ction. of James Kearneym Lt. Cols and T.5. . 1835 mith, U.S, Army, T
en Andrew JaCkson, J-anuary 27 1835 sz: - é: M=p No, 2- approved
L p 'ﬁ 1 JL ln YO.;.. HI . lLé o

CE -

*}r ——————
el D

—— T N

oA 7
d_ﬁr greewe'rt between J R. Pomsettﬁse«cretary of War, and Lcmls McLane Pres:.dent
H

- of
OBquiengg&; gersi’gé bg» ggve Tber 5(,}1838 Natlonal Archives R, 121, Publi
» Harpers Ferry (ase Voo 15, (5). See . Vol,ITI,P éa,for :greement
-]

.f.?,, Agreement, November 16 1855 Harpers Ferry Natlonal HP hlcrofllm Reel 25
3

_ Volume 9, p, 936-937, . - i
vol, ITI, p. 6«- tap B‘ﬁ“{”ﬁsg‘ D

Lgreement and lep in

S




e qg Brlggf Aoross the Shenandoah Rlver, 15h3° ',Mjiiy RRI ifﬁ'hi‘

- 7 'Bn August 1, lBh? the Congress of the Uni'bed States passed a law
| that granted the Shenandoah Brldge Company at Harper's Ferry the rlght t°4
construct a toll, brldge across “the Shenandoah.Rlver at’ ' The. . -

= o
R

':i;jfgrlght was égép%ed on condltlo all a‘?“tsfﬁservavr

¥, ﬂ_ )u%’"

transported free of toll : W7 .
; was destroyed.(;fterfﬁ.j;:&?fﬁ%;zgkLlli several tlmes-lﬂhh—1860) by
- s i * R
Vlrglnla Confederate troops on June 28 1861. With the destruction of

brldg%i%EL qhenandoah ferry rlghts reverted to the U.S Governmept and .

. were to be offered for & s¥wsale at the publlc auctlon held at Harpers Ferry ‘

’ oo vannso T
of Armorv Property in Deccmbor 1869.., S :é;';:T'. :

' 19. From_August 12 1865 to 1869, the War Department granted the Shenandoah
' Bridge Company a temnroary llcense to operate a ferry across the Shenandoah
sR1ver at Harper's Ferry. The company stated that it W1shed to rebuilt .

. the toll bridge and would operate the'ferry durlng the period of castruct-
ion, The Company operated the ferry but made no effort to r ebuilt the -

bridge. A Collection of Annual Reports and other Important Docunents

Relatlng to the Ordnance Departmentl...IV, 1047«

. . - S e o " e “ A, . 7__\\\\.'
T .
Jﬁ Attorngy/ General of the UsS. to Secretary of War John B. F loyd: Ausust 13, LT -
31860 Harpers Ierry NHP Mlcrofllm Reel No,. 27, Volumeﬁﬁg“& p.795~797, also ..
s;e Volume 10, Do 973 975- Iew 1n? U.S. Statues at’ Laroe, Vol. 6 8[8—8L9,‘~:

- &_ﬂ R — e

- .

- . Y
e o e W -

¢
Ty

for copy of 181:2 1zw see Volume IIT, p, 1.7,
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gf'Acqulrlng Title To Bulldlngs or Improvements erected by Private Individuals
i&ected on Armory Landse

a. -Housing for the Workmen, 1800-18322

: Hou51ng the 200 to QSQpArmory workmen‘and thexr famllles at Harpers
Ferry durlng the flrst quarter of the 19th ceﬁtury'was not ao%%easy task

e e =

becaube: _ ié) There was almost no hou31na avallable when the Armory

began operations in 1800-1801. akgd the work'force expanded much more
rapidly then additional dwellings could be bullto ,

(b) The normal remedles for smﬁylng these difficulties could
not be applied at Harpers Ferry because thefﬁ was. nogfp\r;vate land
eveilable for the Workmen to purchase and on whlch they could erect thelr )

:.own homess The Unlted States Government owned all of the land at Harpers
Ferry except 51x:and B/hth acres, whlch belonged to the Vager famllmﬁ

The Wager family refused to sell any of this property and leased it only

at high ground r_ents to merchant5 vwho in turn erected stores and charged

.the Armory emproyees high prlces to recoup thexr ground rentse
Armory superlntendents attempted to solve the housmng problem

i
H
3
H
i

A by adoptlng a two fold pollcy. 1lst, funds were requested from Conaress

e

. to construct Armory dwelllna houses on the publlc Wanq)to be rented
H to the workmen; a and 2nd: égiﬁfwhen the work force: expanded faster than

Congress approprlated monej to erect more hou51ng, the Arﬂory superlntendents
‘ permitted the workmen to build their own houses on the public land and
also to make repalrs, addltlons, and improvements to ex1st1nP Armory-
constructed publlc-owned dwelllrcs. | - o
: éi,:- A By December 31, 1821, a total of 87 dwell;ng housesa_nd two

school houses ha%ggfen erected on the Armory land to@?ouse the work

force of 271 mens Valued at ¢ L7,600, this totelf

[ N N [ o vvnmw S oo

of 89 buiddings was comprised of




On September 6,1823, Armory Superlntendent James Stubblefleld
E5? totalling

&L ,#.‘ =

1
20 brick, 7 stone, and and 6? wood houses,

advised the Ordnance Department that theﬂggwere 8h claims

C $ 8 868.55 For 1mprovements that Armory'workmen had made to the dwellings -

standlna on. the publlc land at Harpers Ferryn?:Funds were accordlngly

reouested and recelved from Congress to settle these claims as follows :

b

Year “No. of claims
(Fisca 1) | settled ] ~Amount paid Aprropriated by Congress

1823 1,2 $ 575830 ”

182 13 1,671.96

1825 5 15031 60

1826 L o ¢

1827 s’ 200,07

_1 Paide # iy $§T;i§§¥i§6 3

_Whilé thesevclaims Wére béing settléd,.Afﬁgry workmen were busy

~ erecting new housgs4énd repairiﬁg and inpfovihg existing dwellings on the
the public lgnds at Harpers Ferry , Thus in Feﬁruéry 11829 Superintendent
Stubblefield advised the drﬂéﬁance_ Department that the?w were still . L
L3 claims totalling $ 8,05L.07 outstanding on the dwellings on public land
Congress accordingly appropriated additional money which was expended as
follows: 1830~ 8 claims settled: § 1,1L.81%

1831-'2) clains settled: 3,136.0 °°

Total,1822-1831 10k claims: $ 13,212 Qy%ﬂ{;

3

1. Americen State Papers, 111tary'A¢fa1rb, 11, L81-L82,

2, Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm “eel 21, Volume 7, 696-698, aldo L3-Ll.

3, HFNHP Mircrofilm Meel 17, Volume 3, p.235-236; and National Armory
Afccounts,1823~1829, National Archives Record Group 156,Entry 935.

li. HFNHP ILR eef)[lzg Vol. 236

5, NHNHP. M.'eel 20, v. 5,pe 421,037; feel 22,Vol, 12,p.112k,




But the workmen at Harpers Ferry'Armory were not vet done and the

new Superlntendent George Rust, Jr. 1nformed the Ordnance epartment

on October 29,1831 that he had a.list Of 67‘
- . .{::"xev

et R = |
'totalllng $ 6, 3&6 50 bei‘ore him. Congress had had enough and%"’,@ for
four yeags refused to approprlate‘éﬁg money'to settle the outagendlng '

“‘unpald cmalms

fs.‘ar

also
claims., On January 7, 1832, the Ordaance epartment ordered the

Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry to proh,lblt the further constructlon
of new housing and the repair and improvement of Armory dwelllngsby
the workmen., This declslon had been made bv the Secretary of War°

Finally in 1036 in response to the repeated requests of the Ordnance ’

Department Congress approprlated $ h 5L6 that the epartment had asked

to settle the outstanding mﬁ?f" 67 clalms for $ 6,3L6. SO in improvements,

(Bv error, apparently,~the Ordnance Department had failed to request the

full sumds The Department now ordered the Superlntendent to settle the
[
67 claims by'@@ﬁﬁﬁ;proratlng the available money'amona the 6?'workmeno

The Chief of the Ordsance Depsrtment decided tgat the clalmants were to

be pald at the ra f71 cents to the dollar°~ These clalms were
andset{}ed@jfo e c

this rate in the period Aprll 1837 - eptember 1838

A

The grand total of cost of accuiring all claims for ccnStruction, repair s

- paid

and improvements by private 1nd1v1duals of dwelllneSOn Armcry land, from

Rl

cpf/wc‘“ : ettt o
Xp G (&uu‘tc-ﬁl-j // [B3& KOROGN%_—J Pap+ ag(’fc/( Co,., e I'a Av ey Rri.l:
BYEEULE FANU pQGNC/AfZ" € KRoPams 4, 4 edd % Tomy UPons o poklic Owcr//"

A“'SC/S/ rale B W«h—ﬂ,a * Llti st O ko Kavg Beon asse
Ca d,\,d;/,,ur,. /fm&effﬁcﬂﬁw—vﬁ, EXcto i Bge StreenTs 24 (L Cow groas
lﬁffﬁssLm 1’?33“/%35 ane ? S’C!QK‘C/\«O,&%\? agcurtr/,.‘f’i\/a ?0 W7&.€7
RaX e dddais
H('N'VQ aﬁp('Ov‘anmQu ’a-”w“; /F36US ST o M,&&Nﬁ P'?
M
6. HINHP Microfilm heel 22, Vol 12, p.112L
7. HFNHP ¥ eel 2, Vol. ll,p 1036,

8. HNEP I Zeel 12, v, 3, 228-2233 Reel 2li, Vol. 9, p.837-8LO.
9. Feel 2L, Vol. 9, p.837-8L0.
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ARMORY DWELLINGS ON PUBLIC, LANDS &% HARPEBS FERRY

1800 1810 1871 1832 !
g ‘ 20
1 1 %
6 | . BD ';;;‘ Ao
many cabins- .. - 2 |7 s
Total: 1 'h': | 13 L 8_9 :"f,_f : 127
@ ) . . T R
Work 10 o197 o7 ji"3h9 -
Force : ' ' : s
Families | - » 36 ' 15 R 312'35
in housing L - S %‘m.w"

The c'reatest nurmber of dwellings was 185—- in 18L7; ; the government then -
~ begain deﬁollsh:mcr the worst of ‘bhnm and by June 30 J.8h8-the total stood

“at 161 houqes. '

D <

hh@eﬁff?‘tﬁe ﬁulldlngq on Public Lands‘ 1816’1838 v -

~

In addition to. m%» Arnory yorkmen to bu:Lch. thelr homes
on publlc land, Armory Superlntenden’o James Stubbleflelclit permltted favored

4

Ca few (nm&@ mdlv:Lchlals to erect’ substantlal mercontlle structures on

the publlc lands .- ILe Jjus ulflefi these "leases” by statlng that these

stores would mtroduce competltlon, henc@, wﬂreduc:mg prlces charged
P ich,
Sk g to the market at Harpers Ferry S

Lrmory vorkmen, ‘it

controlled by the Wager family monopoly of pmvate land in the town.
The stores were built and opened, but the prlces "d&d not fall, as the

Wager-land a_pd public—land merchants cooperated to bilk the Armory

Workmena : . : ’ ' T ) -
In 1829 the Ordnance Depar‘tmen‘t took s*beps to acquire title to

seven of these lease8, which had an total anpra,lsed value of $ 1k, 075,00.
The addition of two more such leases soon brought the totel to 9 claimSwith

t
and estimated value of $ 16,290,00,
1. American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol, IV, 145,

(1A1 TUNLYS "2"(}// /3136}’4-6\ SPccL D £5 T’A-:,CZ) L Ovilaa s Pewoy £rie~y
Wv‘ C"'é}f&.—, é’—éﬁwviﬁrk-—wéf /é N.Go 62 U €6 Pu Resse 3PH i’ g

: Kb e Priv~Le /A/d/wdfx,%}o %ﬂ%/aﬁy’z/&w’su 1748
/?“Mfﬁb) W Scw,_g,w LY A Comyrr /57




g
- G ’ o
'i,._ o0& Ju/ % &3,

Flnally,A ongress, in the d@proprlatlonéénade for the service of the
Ordnance Department for the Yea_r 1836 voted the requested total of $
' 16 290 to settle these nine clalms.l Elght of the nlne clalms were

1'-<,,"

- settled in the pemod 1837-38 for a total of ,$ 1h,690.00. 'I’he nlﬁhh
> | f;&% ) Dr. Nlcholas Marmiq haggadéfbith the Ord ance Department for f
%élﬁgfﬁy‘é‘nlne years and flnally deeéghls stone hcuseJLot No, l qu;gg/AA Camp Hlll
which he had built in 18?9,—to the U Se Government for $ 24000 in cash on
November 30,1847 5 thus ending the 1ang strugglegto ellmlnate all private

claims to bulldlngs standing on the Armory'Lot, .

~ The grand total cost of this program was as follows."“"‘"'
Prlvate Claims to: ° -

' : cost'l 17,758 &7@?

‘ Dwellings, 1822—38:

§ ¥  Stores,etc, 1831-k7:~ 9 claims  cost 16 é?;?é@ﬂm b
| Total: 1822-18L7: m&"yclam" ~ Cost Q$£3}4 fyygj?} }
) K>E?€ B uwﬂ B . - k!
‘6% ACQUISITION OF WAGER IDTS FOR FIEE PROTECTION AND THPROVEMENTS, 18&7-1856
T /\

From 1796 to 1818 only a 15-foot-v1de alley separated the prlvately -
owned Wevger Six Acre Reservatlon;lots from the workshopﬁof the USs "
rMusket Factory zlong the Potomac,‘ As the tcwn grew, these Wager Lots |
were covered with numerous house, storeg, outbulldlngs, stables, etc, B
many of which were built of wood and hence highly flamable, As eerly aﬁ -

1828 the Superintendent of the Armory had q§§tempted to buy , P
section of Wager’j&nd that threatened the factory'bulldlngs and the VWagers,

who needed money3 vere W1111ng to sell for $ 5,000, Copgress, however, failkd
to appropriate the money for this purposé. With the coming of the rallroads,

Harpers Ferry expanded and the price of land shot up. By August 6, 1BL6,
- when Congress finally agreed to this land expansion program, the estlmated
_ cost of acquisition~and hence the approprlatlon’was $ SO 261 OO. 3

1.HFNHP MicroIilm Keel 20, Vol. 6, p.603. uly 2085¢, G5 §Thtoes €@ Lasgt M R77

2e Marmion to UeSs, Deed of B & S., November 30,18L7, Deed Book 29,p.3663 ol
Jefferson County Courthouse, Charlestown, W Vag xﬁsMJU£364#§ﬁﬁ°4 & il
3.HFNHP Microfilp Feel 19, eVol. 1L, p. 1419, On March 3,18L7, (opgress pasced
& joint resolution a uthorizing the purchase of addltlonal land at the Harper's
Ferrv Lrnory a nd "to the anplication for thet purpose of so much of the sum
appropriated for Repeirs, Improvements, and new Machinery at Harfer Ferry...
Armory by the Act approved August 8 18&6% the estimate shovn to have beer
jntended’ for the purchase of lands’ arnd uludlpgs .S, Statues a t &<

Yol. 9, p. 207, 28t Afbocdif T B 90 /uﬂcqls(at»‘& Tree o 50“‘"‘%/4“0

Large, ,
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(2) Fire Protection PrOJect($£39;U99.6§’

Tn 18L7-L9, the U.S. Armory purchased nine Wager lots complete,with
all buildings on theqe properties, and the 25 foot deep sections of the |

northern ends of eight other Wager Lots that alsoé%fronted on. the 15-foot
wide alley that ran between the Slx Acre Reservatlon and the U.S. JMusket Factory

‘pi"lYard. The acqulred 1ots exiended from Wager Lot No. 5—subd1v181on No. hff

on the east, to Uager Lots No. 33 and 3h on the west. Fourteen buildings frontlng

on the alley were demolished and eight brick or stone dwelllngs fronting on
High Street, and one stone smoke house were retalned to serve as dwellings for

Armory employeese The 25-foot deep northern end of zll 17 Wager Lots were

paved and added to the 15-foot wide alley to create a j0-foot wide fire-break --.~.
" and street that came to be known as Potomac or_ North Cllff Street. ) ’

The cost of acqulrlng thls property was $ €§§E§§§”§§%and the work of
. bulldlng Potomac Street vas completed in 1851. - - e wom
In 1855 56, the U.S. Armory next purchased Wager Lots 13 and 17 complete '

with their buildings, and% ﬁgk~%‘# 25 feet deep parts of Lot 15, subdivisions

2 and L, for a total of § 10,165.66. The four oumldlngs on-these lots were
demolished and the acquired land paved and made into streets in 1857 lhls
orogecte made Potomzc Street a LO foot wide streeﬁcits complete length, to its
treete Lot 17 was made into a new side street. ( Compare

Junction wlth Sheuqndoah S
(See Chart No.‘l) b

Maps L and S, also see Map 6 and 8).
(b) Formal Entrance Project to Musket Factory Yard ($16 999.33)

The project of developing a more formal entrance to the Musket Faotory
Yard got underway in 1847-L8, when the U.S. Armory pnrchased Weger Lot No. 12

and its two two-story brick stores for a total of $ 9,999 33(5ee Map Noo 7).

The buildings were demolished and a formal iron fence and brick wall was constructed

across Lot No, 12 in 18l9. . In 1853=5L, the UdSs Armory resumed work by

acquiring Wager Lot No, 11 and its- double two-story brick stores for a total of
$ 7,000, (See Mep No, 7 and No, 8)e These buildings were also torn down and a
matching formal iron fence and brick wall was erected across Lot No, 11 fux

lagst ~ v(_vee'?“hagl_r'_‘l? NO. 2).’*’3__&&:&_«*; S . o

Lie The VWarrenty Deed, Hemorandumeéef Agreerent F‘j“””leaees for 211 these Vager

Tots are ir YNatiornel Archives Record Group No, 171, Public Buildings Service,

Entry 75, Warrenty Deeds, Tray No. lo. They have also been recorded in the Deed
Book of Jefferson County, et the Charles Town Courthouse, as listed on Charts
Yoo, 1 and 2, :
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ACQUERTTION OF LAND FOR FIRE PROSECTION , 18L7- 1856 Ty
a Wager Lot’| No. of For For Date of Furchased
" Yoo Rldgs,e Land Bldrse Deeds % roms %22& Pove
1o 13 0 $ 2,000 0 Dec .26,185F Noah H. Swayne 25 29¢
? 13 2 - Q 5,000 |1/31/56 John G, Wilson 35 | 295
3 | 15-2&l 1 850 850 |2/13/56 Tpederick A Poeder | 35 | 299
L, 15-4 0 200 0 5/08/ b8 Susan Downey 30 1487 _
5. 16 0 237 0 6/6/u8 Frederick 4. Roeder 30 P30
6o 17 0 237 . 0 6/6/L8 Frederick A, Roeder| 30 231
7 17 0 1,166.66 0 8/76/56 | Frederick £, Roeder| 36 | 135
8e 17 1 0 300,00 8/26/56 John G. Wilson 36 133
¢, | -18 0 1,806 0 7/1/L7 Gerard B, Wager 29 | 115
10, 18 2 0 800 7/2/L7 Samuel Lover 29 11
1. | 19 0 750 0 6/30/17 | Gerard B. Wager 29 | 22
12, 19 2 0 1,8L5 7/9/L7 Ann fleed Estete 29 | 123
- 134 20 0 833¢33 0 6/8 /L7 lioah He Swayne 29 3L3
~ ol 20 2 0 3,500 9//L7 Philip Coons 29 ' 36
15, 21 3 1,000 2,000 7/1/h7 Gerard B, Wager 29 | 126
16, 22 0 1,000 0 7/1/L7 Gerard B, Wager 30 | 236
17, o7 3 0 2,500 6/6/18 William Mc@raw Iste| 30 235
()18, 23 0 900 0 - 3/1/18 James B. Wager 29 | 23
| 19. | 2 0 200 o | 6/8/M7 Noah H, Sweyne 29 | 3u7
20, 25 0 22l .66 0 6/7/47 Alexander Kelly 20 | 348
21, 26 0 833,33 0 6/8/L7 Noah H, Swayne 29 | 3L9
22, o6 3 0 2,250 9/1:/Li7 | Hugh Mchleer 29 | 354
23 27 1 1,000 1,000 6/9/0L7 Michael Folev 29 35,
2L 28 0 1100 0 6/8/L.7 Noah H. Swayne 29 | 358
25 29 1 1,000 750 10/2/L7 lertin Grace 29 36
26, 33 0 L0oO | 0 6/8/L7 Noah H, Swayne 29 36
27 33 1 0 L.O 10/2/L7 | Vartin Grace 29 36
28 3L L 1,000 2,000 10/2/L7 Vartin Grace 29 | 36
9. 2L 9 C 222,66 6/7/L7 | Alexender Kelly (1} 29 |_3h
 pomer| 20 1OTS| 26 |$16,037.94 23;06:1;]66 ¢ 39,0996




CHART 2 ‘ =~
US. ARMERY ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR IMPROVEMENT OF THE ENTRANCE TO /

- THE MUSKET FACTORY YARD,  18L7- 385L
Wager Lot | No. of Yor For Date of Purchased
Noe Bldgs. Land Bldrs e Daads T . Deed
- roms Book |[Page
1. 11 0 $ 2,500 0 | 11/1L/53 | Noah H, Swayne 33 | 389
2, 11 2 0 11 500 1/13/5l, |Richard D.Doran'sFs#f 3h | 1
3. 1 12MNE 0 1,833.3% 0 9/15/L7 Gerard B, Wager 30 | 227
Lo 12NE 1 0 3,166 7/29/L8 |Richard D.Doran Esto 30 | 226
S. | 12w . 1 2,500 2,500 7/1/L7 Henry Yost 29 | 121
3 lots L $ 6,833.35 £10,166.00 TOTAL  16.999535
Fire Protection
Projects -
P0 LOTS | 26% |§ 1y OB?J&?‘ZB"‘O&% Totel | $ 38,099 .6h
TCTAL 23 LOTY 30 l$ 22,871.2% $-33,227.66 GRAND [TOTAL $ _56,098:99 |

a .
. %‘ _ L - ) f;:..ﬂn-, - o R
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#oevery dwellings|and one smpke house vere retained and used|as

Armory Dwelling Hpuses, 18L7+1861 and tHe remaining 22 structures
were dgmolished.

(1) | The U,.S.| creditdd Alexander Kelly with|$ 22L.66 fpr the purchase of pgrt of
Lot No. PS5 and &lso $ 222,66 for his givimgup his [leasehold to part of Lot 2L}
total credit of BLL7.32, tojards the pfirchase of Whger Lot No, 23, which
Kelly Apreed to purchase|for $900.MD..Kelly5 libwever, failed to pay off

the balance of $| L5068, even through he used the property for 30 or LO
vearse The U.S.| took reposgession of Lot 23 in 18P3 and did not settle| with

the heips of Alpxander Kelly until 1897,

Sources: | A1l deqds for lots] and leaselilds recorddd in Jeed Books of J4ffersan
County Uourthouge, Charles fown, Yest Fa,,; Copigs of all deeds, leasgholds,

and agreements glso in Natipnal Archives Record Grioup 121, Public Buildings
Service,| Entry |75, Tray Noj 1,
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There%uwy also two maps preparea in the 18L0's thzt are to be

found in Natlonal‘Archlves Pecord Group l?l, Publlc Bulldlngs Service,

Uarpers Ferry Lamlnated Collectlon, that 1llustrate the 18)7-57

: Armory Superlntendent Meaor 'John Symlngton's Aap of Harpers Ferry,{

deted ﬁ, show1ng in detall the Wager Lots to be acqulred and also
and their relatlons to the Armory workshqp structure.
the bulldlnaq then standing on them./ In color, this'@&finsss map was

! = prepared to be presented to Congress when the funds were -
requested for this program,’ '

- The second map, prepared for the same purpose, 15 James dq Brown's

"Map of Farﬂer' IerrV, ted July‘}, 18L8“ ,whlch also’ shows the arez to

be acquire in great detai l. ..'1“1‘-Aa73%25“¢'$*1v35i~

7. The Byrnes Island Purchaee, 18&8.

On July 28,1763, as has been noted Heratio Sherp, the Royal Governor
of Marylahd, granted.Rober{ Harpers patent to an 1sland containing 10

~acres of lend, located in the Potomac 1ver bout opp051te to Harpers .

Ferry° Aleo as has been noted unaer the terms oP qarper s will,. thls |

)
f””;f in Oc‘bober 1782, Agoln as

lsland paseed to hlS nleceégﬁarah Waver;

' has been notedy John kaver, Sre 1n hlS deed of June 15,1796 » Bave the _

_ United States ;? " an islend in the River Potomack opp051te to da“pe”'e

FGTTV'CO ta*p¢no about fwnnty Acres, 7

In 1815 or 1816 a Patrﬂck By*neﬁobfalned a petent from.the State

f arvland covering the VﬁOlP enlﬂrved islend, including the wener section,

33 ejectment euit tried end determined in a court held &n Washington
County, ¥d., in 1818, Byrne sueceeded in establishing title to the whole
ielend,except the ten acres patented te Herper, then estimeted to contain

some 30 acres over and above the ten acres of the United Stetes.

On’éfi, Februery 7,18l8, Pztrick Brynesend his wifle, in consideration
$ 1,500,00 sold all of the islend, now knovn as Byrne's Island, about 72

and 3/l; acres to the United States, exclusive of the 10 acres already claimed .

by the United States and a very small parcel that Byrnes and wiv%qhad sold
to the Baltimore and Ohio Railrocad Company in September 18hl.v The
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railroad company purchased this small piece as possible footing fer the
piers of the railroad pridge that they vere building 2cross the river,
Thls was the final piece of property to.be added to the public lands
of the UeSo Armory at Harpers Ferry3 and estlmatlng t
' 62 acres, | it brouget theﬁ?otal heldlngs at Harpereﬁto :
and the total expendlture for lands,, exclu51ve of the Frlends' Ore bank ;
land, toS ¢@§ "":ﬁgégijg - With the Ore Bank 1ncluded the acreage still

e 1}3“?’; o

T :
stood at ie“ - acres and the cost at $ ¥ oty

e Expehditures for Land, by Fiscal years ending on June 30,18L7-57:

18u7sh8 8 h?,???.é?iy for Wager Lots, Dr.Marmlon's House, Byrnes Island.
1850 - 200,00 - for Wager Lot 15, Subdivision ki (2)
188y, 7,000,00 = for Wager Lot 11 e < SR 34,
.1856 3 8,700,00  for Wager Lots 13 and 15, subd1v151ons 2 & L.(3)
1857 . 1,466.66 . for Wager Lot 17, -

Totel: $ 66,59:.33 for lots and buildiﬁgs«fa

2. honeV'Appronrlated on March 3 18h9, .S Statues at Large, X, 372.

35 Congress Approprated $ 33, 725.27 on Apyll 23,1856 to purchase land
and improvments at Harper's Ferry, U.S. Statues at Large, VolXI, 13,

1. Correspondence and data on the Byrne's Island €ase are in National

Archives Tecord Group 153, Office of the Advocate‘General, Mlitary Reservetio

Division, Harpers Ferry, W. Va, Box No, Llj, The Warrenty Deed, Patrick
fﬁmﬁ Byrnes to the United Stetes, Februery 7, 1848, is in Netional Archives
NG, 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry 75, lray lios 1. A note on

the deed states that the deed has been recorded in Deed Book Lib L1M3[?].

pp 61-53, Washington County Courthouse, Hagerstown, (8. Also see
"Lbstract of Title, S.N,1230, p. 5.
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8o Surmary: Land Acquisition Program of the UsS. Armory at

Harper's Ferry, Va., 1796- 1860:

1 : :
Item | Purchased ~ Date |~ Price |- ~Purchased. from:
1 ,117‘acresfff7*i 6/15§ﬁ§§ $° 7,016.66 John.Wager, Sr. e
2 310 acres £#20/97 | -~ 10,000.00 | Thomas Rutherford & others
minus L a cres for :
Harpers Cemetery 1803 donated UeS. to Earpers Ferry
Subtotal: L23 acres| 1803 $ 17,016.66| UeS. Armory Lands
3 Timber rights on 8/20 20,860,62 | Fernando Fairfax & others.
1,395 5/8th acres /20/13 N N ; - . :
L |Ferry rights on the | 10/27/18| -~ 5,000,00 | Fernando Fairfax .
Shenandoah River & e : STIETT S L
68 acres,
5. |VWater Power Rights | .., L ) Sy N
on Shenandozh Kiver 6/?7/33> - 2,600,00 qOh? trld?? o
6 [laims for repairs, | 1802 R ‘ :
"nnqtructlgg tor rout to 17,758.77% 'Io 1?1 7nd1v1dua15 employees
Iﬂﬂzel'ie% O abouw : . A o .-
| 9 JweLllng built on| 1839 . or the Moty
U So “and,1610-32 , ‘ -
Claims to 12 mercantt+ 1836 eI TR . s qeld gl oo
Te 1178 bldgs. erected of 4o *16¢59@@50 ATeﬁn;ne 1nd;V}dualjy
U S. lands. ' 1817 ‘ L ’ AT
8 For acquiring 1 acre 1847 To 16 individuals in
° |in 6-acre reservation, to 56,098 .99 33 trapsactlons.
23 Vager Lots and 1856 S
30 bldgs.
* | Byrnes Island, 62 s .
9 | additional 1 acres, 2/7/W8 11 1,500.00 To Patrick Byrnes & wife,
Potomac fiver . 4 : o
i;'"'"’““'”"‘"'"""""“”“""77f “““““ B 2 Je et i
Subtgtal: 1,9L9 a cres i $ 137,525.0%41 =&t Harpers Ferry .
10 | Friends'Ore Zank- /8/ : 21,,000,00 Henry Lee
3&,6 o0 e Sl ’“sgj:@ 1800 - : x| )
{f% % E.a_gh‘b&”‘bo @;sstaaz‘ :é‘:/é@r’ =0 i@’f%g& = - Geo:r'ge N‘Qrﬂ’lr hﬁ
Keep 1 ‘ryste Furnace | 1800 nE #3F1tams Wilfom Lz
§—B€'€7i:f—7f—&§"6;——5'“Q__'i§55-——’"_"_—'_7""*7"585“‘2_—ﬁ“G'E"“~E°SE~§ff -----
bt i,é@glggreé ® oar 51’69?5693”' Feggycan%u% b miles —oorore
5§£§f—EOfAL:-3,§L9 acres | ) E*Jégjggggégé—— Harpers Ferr§i£;&;r§f“;_n5;




o CHLPTER TT :
1T 1852 SAIF OF PUBLIC LOTS AND HOUSTS AT "EE U.S. ARMORY . .
AT I PIRIC TEETT, VL., 1652 to 1060, i

- - P R - - % T

S x e -«r'

1.Plannine- o7 the 1852 So1e, 180657 L
On January 11,1816, after carefully considering the problems

&g'the UsS. Armory at Harpers Ferry, Major John Symington, Superintendent
of the Armory, first suggested to the Ordnance Department a land disposal

program that he believeAwould solve many problems at both the Armory and

in the tovn of Herpers Ferry. "I would propose the sz _Jle of a pa_rt of the
public grounds," he wrote,"..se In the hands of private individuals this
grggnd would soon be built up with dwellings and suitsble stores and shops &c,

for mechanics of various crafts who caanot now possibly get a spot onw hich to

exercise their callings and in a year or two it would be reasonable to say,

that a flourishing town; under whelesome munécipal regulations would spring
up where now is wimting everything to make a resideﬁée desirzable,

"The ownership of all the ground in the vicinity of Harpers Ferry( except =
small patch a2t the end of the Potomac Bridge) being in the U, States, is an
insuperable bar to the growth and improvement of the place as a town and yet
from the locality, there are fine points in this €i§§ggiption thazt offer the
same advantages for t rade and business generally.

" To the U, States," Symington continued," the growth and propersity of

the place would be advantageous, as affording a means at hand of procuring
mechanical labor or certain supplies which have ‘o be bought { or &t a distence.
But a still greater advanédge would result to the workmen employed in the Armory
and their families. Many would no doubt become owners of property who are now
only tenants at will on éhe public ground and consequently have no fixed house or
interest{’ in the place, and 21l could look to other sources for empplyment for their
sons ﬁig‘than this Armory, now the only chance. Ancd in case of a suspension of
labor in the shops or a partial discherge of hands they could have the means of
employment to a certein extent in various ways, and not be left idle to consume
what little they ma2y heve laid byce... It may be well.,. to remark that the
sortion of the public ground here alluded to[for possible sale] will not at any
sure time be needed for the nurposes of the Armory- suffickent will be reserved
near the site of thefBresent Lrsenal ot store house to erect other store houses

vhen reguired," 1

1. Major John Symington to Lt.Col. George Talcott o} the Ordnance Degartment,
January 1k,18L6, Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm feel 23,Vol. 7,p.627-629.
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& year apd a haIf later. Major Symington returned to the attack,

J e P

-~

/’gigltlno on July 15, 18L7, in submitting his estimate of funds for the

N e o

( erection and repair of buildings at the Armory for the fiscal year ending

- et hinme g

30 June 18L9."... I must bring to your notice the caondition of téf&welllng

houses &t this plsce owned by the Government and occupied by the Officers
and mechaq;}cs and other§connected with the Armory. These houses, now €omprising

about nine ‘gw tenths of the buildings( exclusive of the Government workshops
e vere

he
& storehouses) included in the TOWN OF HARPFR'S FERRY fI government-owned

houses in IBHBT, wvere for the most part build upwards of 25 years ago, and

generally of such indifferent materials, that nothwithstanding the constant repairs

made to them, many are now utterly irrepairable,

"This with the impossiblity of procuring other qua o rters %vt&he private
property being closely built up and occupied) is so serious a drawback to the
operations of the Armory, that measures must be takenﬁiziagithout delay, to

apply a reredy."

b If the Government policy of providing housing on the public land for the

vorkmen 1is to be catinued, Symington noted, a large sum of money should be
included in the estimates @ - so that many new dwellings could be erected in the
next few years. If this is not done, "I therefore suggest this,- to abandon

the system of Government tenantry, which has thus far been a 1051ng business,

besides being productive &f strife and-é}aable} numerous ,f“ . and expensive

suits at law, and all such ills, and to sell out such portionq of the public

lands at this place, that cannot{&pm351bhv be needed for Government uses "

£
Symington contirnue.d togﬁt; g%ls ca_se and the Ordnance Department

carefully considered the problegébut delayed making any decision until 1851,

Meanvhile, in September, 1850, gpetition was introduced in the Virginia General

Polwrt

Assembly to incorporate Hﬁ;ppers Ferry as a town, thus permitiing the establishment
of the first togn government. The Act incoer%rating Harpers Ferry passed
in March 1851, The first election for Mayor, “ecorder and Councilmen for

the nev Harpers Ferry Town Government was held in May 1851, and Jeremiah Fuss,
Mester-Builder at the Armory, was elected as the first mayor,

?.Symington to Talcott, July 15,88L7 ,FFNHP M,Reel 23,Vol. 10, p,92L~-926,
3. Virgiria Free Pre<51 LHarles Town, Vas, October 11,1850, p. 3, coe3.

Lo Ibid., March 21, 1851, p. 2, c.5
5. Tb%d., My 9,1851, p., 2, c.2.
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In August,1851, 5ecretary of Viar C, 1ia ;*i'“J Cbnrad inspected the

Armory at Harpers Ferry and lMajor John Symington was able to induce
the Secretary "to concur in the propriety of the measure that I have so

long recommended, that is the sale of such portions of the Government

land at this place, as will not be neeqfd for the purposes of the Armory,

=4 i preparatory to which a survex&be made and town plat laid off, with

streets, buildings, blocks, and reservations..." 6 Cn August 16, 1851,
Col. George Talcott, “hief of Ordnance, submitted Major Symington's report
to the Secretary of War and concurred in the }Majort's recgmmendationso
Secretary of War Concr®d approved the plan on August 26 and Col, Craig

ordered Symington on August 28 ,1851 to at once proceed with the prepartion

of the plat for the town of Harper's Ferry. On September 3, a boapd of W

5 (4
three ordnance officers, consisting of Major John Symington. Lt. Colerlﬂley,
Superinteadent of the Springfield Armory, and Cole. Benjamin Huger, the newﬁj

zppointed Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry Armory, was established by the
10

beief of Ordnence to execute the town planning,
?é;eir detailed revort was submitted to the Chief of O{gnance on
’ 11
September 2L,1851, and the preliminary plats in Novemberg The Secretary

of War approved the'¥. iz plan on Pecember 25,1651, 13

2o Terme for the 1852 Sele:
In April,1852, the surveyor S, Pcwell Brown, completed the master
ety

plat of the town of Harpers Ferrjj "Hap of Ha*fpers Ferry, by S. Howell Brown,
DeSo, 1852 ( Harpers Ferry NE-EF-9005] |« «zon June 10, 1852, Secretary of

War C. M. Conrad gave his final approval to the plan and plat amd ordered:

that"The Superintendent of the Armory is hereby directed to cause to be sold
at public auction to the highest bidder, such ef the lots ss the Board of
Officers...did by this report—of 2L September last, recommend to be so0ldec."

@: Reel 26, Vo 3, p.26Ls

{ 6. Symington to Col, Henry K, Crzig, Ordnance Department, Aug.9,1851,
:‘ IFVHP M.Peel . 2k, Vool. 5,L:1L-1:19, including a copy of Symington's report
on this subject
7Tefeel 20, Vol, 1, p. +,80
8. feel 19, Vol. 5, p.lée.,
9. “eel 19, Vol 5, L6E,
| 10, Col. Craig to Sy ;ngton,bept 3, 1851, keel 19, Vol. 5,p.li69.

11l. for_ report see_ 'eel 2L, Vol. 8, p. 802-806,
12, Peel ?O %Olo ’ Po "91-;’ P

13, eel 19 VOl- ; De L82"L83.-




RO SR S

N P
A
25
~F
R
Under the terms of the sale, one fourth of the cash was to be pavable
on the daf of the sale and the remainder in two equal installments of one and
two years from the date of the sale, "If the whole amount of each instalment

shall be punctually paid when the same shall fall due,;géjﬁ%hterest shall

be charged thereon, otherwise interest at the rate of Six per cent per
annum shall be charged on such instalment from the datdh of Sale @ntil

the final payment thereof,.."
Armory workmen were to be allowed to purchase not more than two

lots on the following terms:
"Jre fourth cash, and the remainder at cne, two, three, and four

years without interest, provided the purchasé% agree thail an amount equeal

to the 1/12 part of each arnual instalment shall be deducted from their
monthly wages, If any workmen should cease to be in the employment of the
Government he shall thence forward as regardé instalment remaining due on
property purchased by him, be subject to the same conditions as other

purchesers .V
No deeds of conveyance for any of these lots we£§ to pe dssued

Qe

until the full price had been paidgy to the United States, v

o e - Um0
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et TR

Vo

ers

o= T - T e L <

R r““'-,;; w_— - iy ) . ".\cg:'____\;_v» BT . e ‘!"“L--:.._“":\. — .: ’_:'~"*- - e
77 On July 23, 18525 - v 77 Col, Craig informed Superintendent Hug

s T

"The Secretary of War has this day given his sanction to the following riles

nly being for the interest of the Armory, that the workmen should not be
unnecessarily distrdftbed in their residence in consequence of the sale of lots
at Harpers Ferry on the 1lg t of September, the Commanding Officer of the Armory
is authorized to appraise such of the lots to be sold, with the buildings and
improvernents thereon, és are occupied by Armory workmen, whose services it is
is desirable to retain, and to dispose of them, at private sale, to such
orcupantsT at the appraised valué. No workman will be permitted to purchase
at private sale, more than one lot on which he resides, together with the

improvements thereon; and any lot offered as above, and declined to be 6
1

purchased at the appraised value, will be disposed of at public sale,™

15. Reel 2L, Vol, 8, 805-306,
16 heel 19,, .V, 6, p.510,




Yr, John Moler, a farmer of the area, and Armory master builder

-
. , b .
Jeremiah Fuss vere emploved tc zppraise the = &3 - Government dwellin~
“ pd. 17 N o e

houses that were to be offered for sale,
3e_Lesults of the 1852 Sale, 1852-69:

Surveyor 5. Howell Brown, on his Map of Harpers Ferry, dated 1852,
laid out a total of 312 lots on the U.S. Public lands of the Armory at
Harpers Ferry that were to be offered for sale on August 31 and September
1 and ?2,1852. Included the sale were 83 joverrment dwelling houses,

The private sale of Government dwelling houses was held on August 31,
and 2 nd 50 Armory workmen nurchased 50 houses and 51 lots( one house
straddled twvo lots) at their appraised value, which totalled $ 31,525,00,

Under the terms of the sale, they paid ¢ 8,153.00 in cash and bondi8were

issued for the balance, which were payable in full by August 31,1856, Of
this group of bidders, all but one vorkman ( for Lot L, Block H, Cemp “1ln)
vere to successfully complete their payments for their houses and lots,

although some vere not to meke their final payment until 1869%
The public sele for the three remaining Govermment dwelling houses and

261 lots was held on September 1 and 2,1852, On these two days, 126 persons
made bids on the three houses and 211 lots, but no bids were received on 50
vacant lots- many of the latter being located in ravines or any steep hillsiles.
Under the terms of sale; one-fourth of the total had to be pa2id in cash and
three of the 126 bidders, with bids on four lots, refused to make the cash
payment and dropped out, The remsining 123 bidders made the reguired

ayments, ¢ 7,018.,95%, for zﬁﬁféf lots and three houses, The total bid for

these items was § 27;63h.83ol9 The rrand total for the three-day sale

stood a2t 53 houses, and 258 lots sold for total of § 58,559,83. Of this figure
%,
17. Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm Reel 26, Vo L, 335-336; Heel 2L, Vol, &,
Pe751, Each men was ra id W,26 00 for thls tesk,

18°"Account;¥6ales at harpers Ferry Armory, made by Bengamlp Hucer, BVU, Col.
of Ordnance, Comm'dg,m of Lots and Dwelling Houses there occupied by workmen in
the Armory, and sold to them by order of the Secretary of Wer, at a value,
ascertained by the Appralsﬂert hereto annexed, of John lohler, and Jereriah
- Fuss, in August 1852, Herper's Ferryi Lrmory, Auguqt ?l 1852 Jheel 2li, Vol, 7,

pp.61i-617; Also Huger *o fraig, Oct. 11,1852, *eel 2L, ¥V, 6, p é0L .
19, ‘The reports of the qarpers lé%ry Paymaster on the sale Jl€52 te December 3,

60, are in ¥ational Avchwves Lecord Group Nog153= Illltary Leservation Division,
arpérs Ferry, W.Va., Box
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$ 15,951.95% was collected in Pash in September 1852 and the balance
due by 1856 was § L23h76.99. B/L. ~ The total number of individuals

o
making payments on these lots and houses was 159, About ?16% acres of

U.S. land were S50ld off at the 1852 sale.
A second effort to dispose of the remaining unsold 5L vacant lots was

made at a public sale that was held on February 17, 1853, but the auction
was halted by the Armory superintendent when the highest bid received for
_any lot was five dollars.

el

Tor the' 4 schedule of payments, 1852-1860- showing the a mount

paid and number of deeds issued each year, see Chert No. 5, p. 28,

+he Armory Paymaster's reports reveal that as of December 31,1860, 159
purchasers had paid in a total of ¢ 5h;b08502 and that deeds fdr 196

lots had been issued to 133 individuals, The reports 2lso show that

23 of these bidders, after meking ents totallin 8.0 3
Cation e Canpiets i Pig o) paym g $ 1,758.08 on 3 lots,
4 Perhaps because of death, unomolojment, or the Civil War, Title to these
3 lots reverted to the U,S. Government., Zighteen persons completed
their payments on 28 lots after the Civil Wer, in the period 1866-69,
when the United States decided to dispose of &ll the Armory property after
the var, A. B, Dyer, Bvt. Maj, Cenq, Chief of Ordnance, on September 25,1869,
. Soka )
issueds final notice on the 1854 sendlng to delinquents:the €7 statement
that "Persons who purchased lots in 1852, and have notﬁx TR o fully paid for

uh?ﬁ, are notified that if they pay what is due before Lu@edQV'of the sale
. . Novegber 30,18691 {_he lots vill be deeded to them. Otherwise they will
be resola."
The final resgltisof the 1852 sale were as follows: During the
£ “meriod 1852 to 1869, 136 persons purchased in full 22L Jlots and

e T

52 dwelling houses., 4 graﬂd totel of $ 56,227.13 was collected( exclusive
of any interest that may have been collectedfor the period,1861- 68)
20, Ibid Ibide

21, Herpers Ferry Microfilm Keel 2);, Volo. 9, p.862, Supt. luger to Craig,
Feb, 17,1853,
22, hLationz1 Arcyvaq &.G. 15?, Dox hS Llso Harpers Ferry NP Reel 18, ‘0%17?
?'%,W e T e R Tl .- dn "Letiter from th 05=0
RPES — S ___,_7,,-4&?::_3 . v 1 e
Chief Clerk of the War be artre t Dﬂc, 12, 1673, in Serste Fxecutive Documents,
I'3d Coneress, 1st Session, Serial No. 1580, Documert Fo, 6,. “op.1l,

)




FLa

YT Dm ‘T 4
Ifeniificotion of 1,8 .Cf{;g :*C':'I'F-?B"'iﬂ:* Fouees a2t Darnersg Fer
7 THOTT elling Dowces 2t larpers Fe
. vere demolished, vemoved, or sold Ior materisls, 18LhT 1852
! 1010 } TR ‘ -18)! 4 1812 11y a i -
—-LL 002 R 15 1815 28L& . 18h7 1RLE 180

.- S - . .
nCe 0f the house- jecircovid:

Ny

0

71

72

i
D

129

56 75 20 95
é 76 o1 1132
173 77 66 115

}.J

RoaN
o)

o
~J
'.._J
N
~\]
ol

o

(0 | o
(@)
l._l
-~
ks

(%)

O INO
~J }_,J

0
.

Total der:

D

A2 Y

W

b

Pt

1
-

wo. added

[ I IEN
[®)]

.Tecta 2y: 175
—
o . o)
Soid ir 1§52: sk
Ieft ir Goverrment| hands 4f+er 1852 sale

LDos

Added for Armory pflierrsd:

Totol 17¢ 75 |37 145 16L | 170 165 157

Lo SEudnter hoyces defclished, 141 1R

. ol 4= - 4 N ks 31 . s - A

3o 2iztlfes demoliched,| Li0.hy Enventdry Lo

Lemolisied, IAL[-19504 A0 houses rected by Uol., fhou :
B s 2 housez, ~rectec by Usla, phou 18]




CHAET Moo 5 ->~ﬁ

b
Proceeds collected from the 1852 Sale of Public Lots and House,Herpers Ferry

| Deeds ] Loss (Yezr | Amount . ‘
LS wreE . i ..
Tq + A *,‘,T', AR < . N
. f/ ~sguedtqd Ifddcjc Total bid

£
=
0

™
[0
)
o
[ ]
T
o]

=0

STy o4 185
s 10| 130y 185 n 18524 § 58,559.83.

Short fg41l- not paid of
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this bid{was § 2,L12,50.

125, 10 on 10:S185% 9,3.9,33
RS 8 13 | 1859|  ©896.L0
1836 6l g 1854 5,615.6L
1857 20 28 1857 1,000,.62
Suhdn+el 172 165 S;i;sl : 51:75;‘96 |
N b 8 1658 823,73 For payment
. &

=

in Tol1. § 5l )iA0, 32

From imcopplete

‘payments| : 1,756,08

1840 " g g 1860 167 ..3 Totel:] § 56,227.L2
] o e o e o e e s o 2 e e e o b
1652 toleke 31,[060: . Natsons A
- e Sh,bLoo 02 lationzl Archives

Hecorcs lof the Office ofl the Jlidoe

366 - o [BB65-18h0: 1§ 1,827,011 . ~
5o Advocate Gereral- Militapy Neshbrvati
- e ——————— ] e o ] :Jl"a:.u..;Ull_w 1:§9~}.:/;.;;— N P T
1367 1 1 Boxes LI}LS,

& 96,227,113
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In this total there is included $ 1?58.08 that wes paid on 3l rieces

of property that 23 bidders failed to pey in full for. In 1869, 88 vacant

lots first offered for sale in 1852, vere put up for auction again o

lie Use of the Proceeds of the 1852 Sale of Public Lands:

On April 23,1856, a joint resolution of Congress authorized the

Secretary of Var to apply the proceeds of the 1852 sale of lots at

Harpers Ferry to the purcliase of other lots a nd to making improvements to
. | T
the public prorerty at the Harpers Ferry Armory. By June 30,1856, 2 grand

total of & u8;5h5£§g§had been %gglected from the 1852 sale of land. Of this

sum, $ il,gig;héihad 2lready been expended. On June 28, 1856, Chief of Ordnance

Eraigm informed Armory Superintendent Henry W, Clowe that the Secretary of

Var had approved the expenditure of the rermining balance-—$f:3§;hég§:f§ff?““_ﬁ 

for the following projects at Harpers*Ferryf, L

e — 5 »

AP ———

1. To purchase Wager Lot Nos 17 to be made into a town street
and for the removal of the building thereoNessssssssee & 1,.666,00

2. For the construction of three<quarters for the Master
Armorer, Superintendent's Clerk, and the Paymaster's Clerk...l 18,000.00

3, For grading and opening town streebScessscscsocsse $ 5,970.70

li, For repairing buildings and improving grounds at the
U.S. Rifle Factor;rl...‘..l'..‘.0‘......"...."'."‘...

$ 6,873.00
S

2,917.,00

50 Extendmg Arserlal SquarEOCC...l...."""....'.’...‘i.
6, Enclosing grounds of new magézine and stock houSEeseseses L;000.00 25

-
-

7. Cleaning town well ort ¥Fillmore Street and pUMPscsessseccs ?OO.OO‘QQ

- —te -

The money thuﬁéollecté from the citizens of Harpers Ferry for the sale
oi\&hblic lands in that town were thus largely spent for improvements in that
village prior to the Civil War, Largely constructed from these founds were
Armory Dwellings No. 30 and 31 on Camp Hill in 1856~57, and Arnory Dwelling

Nos 1(Present Perk Bldg, No, 36) in 1858-59 4

o ® HVae = ) on L 2 B B S nri o
fvocuzd% €ﬁ&w13143§b;V£k&.EWI%mJ%dciwhgﬂ jfiswd?;;v:é&%gg%hﬁQT*zigi:igigbifgvsto
i 25720, 5IT TSy i LBSE L F) 4 503,50 6 1859-B'5, €24 35- Ttk Y4, 705 56 26

’éﬁ;t Secretary of Wer to Secrefary of the Treasury, May 7, 1856; and
coc. of Treas. to Sec, of Wer, May 10,1856, Reel No. 26, Vol. 5, pe L6hL,L66,
e s tues ok heRgR VIEH, oy 13, 52 AprondiK BI5E
e - ! i ’ ~
g ol 19, Tole 95 DhBT1e | RECEANE LSS 5 dn Tionnl Al B¢ 'tn 1857 16 1L
sehseel L7y 1Tt o O EHR A S5 1 oA JO0 Y Mo R £S5
15K 1o ngL@iﬁﬁ&M .m,gr‘(ﬂvqﬁ,,/ ! A2




Lots Scld 2t the Sale of U,.S. Land held at Harper's Perry, Virginia,
1, September 1 end 2, 1852

‘Block | Lres #7 . Numbers fef-Mots sold, ‘v e b

A Shenandozh Streetl (None offered for sale) UeSs Land 0

1" 1" Lot No. 5 = ( Lot L leased)

"o " 11,2,3,h,5,6,7,8,9,10 : 10

n 1 1, 3, b,5, ( lot 2 leased) L

B

C

D n f L, B, 5, 6,7 ( 2 and 3 leased) 5.
E

A

¥ Ca mp Hill 2,35L4,5,6,7» (1 and 8 lezsed) 6

253,L,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12, 12

B 1,7
C N i l 2,3,L,5,6,7,8,9,
D 1, 2,0,5,6,7, 8,9, (2 lezsed)

LHouse |Hirh Street louse No, 55 with lot.

Camp Hi3l 1,2,3,L,5,6.

" " 1-32)331*"L5}6J 7,8

n n 1,2,2,4,5,6,7.

T " 1,2, 5 6 8,9 ,10 (*'"3 leased)

rj\l_\’ IO o

v n _,,,3,7 g 1_,1?,13,1L,15,16. (9 leased)

n " . . .
. hz 8,9,11:,15,16, ( ?,B,Cnurc:; lot leesed)

[l

S 1,2,3,0,5,6,7,8,9,10,17,13 11

137:3:h:7:8;9~

\x)

n n Y 1’9 3 I, 5.

1 i - f - h:q 6}70

st LAY RCAN I

5 6, 7:8%} 9,10,11,12,15,16,

|
0

el
3,5,7,9,13,12,13,15,16,17,°0,
10,11,12,13 1L

.4

5,16,17,18,19,

WO lololo -3

!

=

O\

w ,15,36, 8%, 9%,
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=
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5.The Appraised Value of the U.S. Armory at Harper's Ferry,1860-61
On Noverber 16, 1861, Lt. Col. William Maynadier of the Ordnance

Department, repdrted to Secretary of War Simon Cameron on the
appraised value of the U.S. Ammory at Harper's Ferry.
"The amount expended on the same[Armory] for land
purchases at difﬁBBEIlt ‘bimeS 0002 C00 0086000080200 000600000020GC $ hS,b??o

"For improvements thereon® for water power s canals,
enbankments, walls, and water privileges and for hydraulic
machiHEIy and buj.ldj_rlgs Of all kjnds...ooncaaollcoco"loi.t.. 1,787,):;300

Total [1796=1861],exclusive of the amount expended

RS NI

in the manufacture of armS, Was:»oooo-.o---oo--o-uo---o--ootot..$ 1,832.207.

"The last anmual inventory of the property belonging
to the United States at that Armory‘d; dated June 30,1860, in
which the velue of all the property on hand is apprised as follows:

1,669 acres Of landesesssceciossesesscncoscacssssnanes $ 37,157,00

Mill dams, canals, water power, and hydraulic machinery,

Forgesy rolling mills, machine shops, dwellings, and
Other Dulld]_rlgs.c‘.‘..“.l.O....'.‘...'c.‘ﬂ...'........-...90$ 3)_:.1’?21@00

Amount of Real Lisate: $ 611,957.00

}la.chirlery- used jﬂ vTOrkshOps'.".’c‘l.°.....‘...‘........... $ 270’235.00

Tools used in WOTkshOPSeeecesssasescsscossooosscacanssanans 109, 560,00

- Machinery and tools: ¢ 379,795.00

Umm‘lght . Inatemals on handSo.-.-.......... $ lOO OLB OO ______ 193’616’00
Parts of arms in DrogresSSeeseee.. ceresensicen 93,573,00

20,507 arms of different models in sHOIr ag€secceseseesorcncasass 285,145,00

Total Appraised Value of Armory, June 30,1860: $ 1,L07,513.00

By April[15],1861, the number of arms in storage when the Armory
was destroyed, was reduced to L,287.00, the value of which is about
$ 6L,000,00. [This reduced the] Appraised value from $ 1,470,513 in

& .
June 3860 to $ 1,207,668 in April 1861." &g

;kég i:;Brig Gen. Stephen V.?{?Benet, & Collection of Annual Keports and Other

Important Papers Relating to the Ordnance Department Tsken from the Eecords
of the “hief of Orcnence, from Public Documents, and from other Sources,

( L vols., Washington, D.C,,1880), Vol. IV, 10L3-10LL. Lt.Col. Maynadier's

total for land includes land purchased 1798 to 1833,but not Friends!Ore
vank whlch cause another $ 51,000 in 1800, Byrnes I3%and,$ 1,500; 23 Wager
lots at & 56,098.99,etc. may be incluced in the total for 1mprovements,
but are certainly not in the land total of ¢ L5, 177. From /& yéf/déé
AL ovibi dpes, statd Do Hanpeds F?ﬂn’ 4&/‘:- %aﬂ ORd, & afawtﬁ;

Qe PROSCYvATven /zz,/wfmg "W Pusg poess o &MEwcks  Ha 4~f
Q& stalite. a Al sAo0l G ‘.Taluiv a"ftaﬂ"s Kﬂufhﬂ[vrM/A\’{—(Mt B I
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THE SLIE OF U.S. PUBLIC LiiDe AT HARPIDS FERNY, W, Vi,

1669 - 1880

le Preparations foy&hp 1849 Scle:

On April 15,1861, Confederate tooops szized the U,S, Armory at Harpers
: Ferry and held the works until June of that year. During that period they

removed all of the arms-making machinery they could and fired the buildings

before they retreated. At the end of the Civil Waflonly the heavy brick and
stone walls of the Misket and Rifle Factory shops still stood and most of

the machinery was gone or wrecked, Because of the)éxposed position of
also
the Harpers Ferry Armory on the edge of the Conf nfedérancy and because of the

high cost of arms preduction at ! arpcr?=Ferry,l799-1861;‘in comparsion with

thoégfof the Snrlngf-v_# Armory in Massachusétts;—the War Department decided

' not to rebualt the - Arwo at L jearpers Ferry, Congress, on Lecember 15,
'?.J}.L oriz Ed and

1868, peqsed an act thatA§1rected the Secretary of Yar to sell at public
auction (5 the UsS. lands, buildings, machinery, and water power privileges

at Harpers Ferrv, The land in and_adjacent to the armory amounted tn 1,669

S

acress o I

Fasy credit was tc srented rurchesers as *the law cpecified that +he

or
oroperty ves to be'sold on credit of one and two years, taking bond on secruitd
from the purchaser, or puarchasers, for the payment of the purc
In other words, a purchaser did not have to ouv any cash down t t
of the property he bid on, but he was rot to receive z deed 'mtil 211 pavTients
were completed.,
The law 2lso directed “hz+% +he troceeds of the sale should be used +o
) to refws "to the United States the
principal sum of rurchase money peid for s2id lands, tenements, and -rater
orivileges by the United States, znd Tor “he eraction of mildings +reracn,
(3)e If anr surplus should remain, the l=w directed the Secretary of War
" to deliver this sum to such agent as the legislsiure of West V
appoint, but @pon corndition that such surplus shall be received by the State
West Virginia, to be set "“art, hOIH invested, used and apnlied ag agpart
of the school fUFG of thet Steote. 1 The law iteelf did rot Sjeﬂify'kov mich
r the zci

&
+

money had tc Se raised before there was any surplius

("}'j
Al
N

later Congressional rerort indicetes that the sum in mind was

: v - - e [ Dar + o5 Tomrittes
2. enort of Serate Cormitteee, Jaruary 26,1875, Sencte Renorts of Tomr #_;‘S }
- — - ~ . ERERE oNal - LaA \
.3 Congress, “nd Session, 127L~7%, Vol, 1, Perial ..., 1637, ~evort Lo. L555,,p.

A 9% P iY LBEE 4 3 Qgc&(t Ry Fraden 7O~~uﬂv¢C5 W€ o vl g, e ’hfe"r*]’ u»b,c-«\

Wt rd b, /“Cs-r;\/ A(é“;ﬂ 4 /%M @cﬁ,\ "/32‘/"\” e \’\/ ‘y(é‘*e \E‘(—u"7‘ld“, .(4(.—&.—} T
ICM Vanr Fasye, ot /t&«'ﬁ“ffmcmch(/&lzmm’ 1 a2 Hocos ‘t%; & {,Gc >o/</ éfma ; Cewm»tm/&aw,r
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Firelly, the 1868 law authorized aid

3

directed the Yecretary of ¥er

to convey by cdeed to Storer College @t Hz=rpers Ferry Ythe buiddinzs with

the lote on ~hick irey stand numbered [frmory Dwellings Xo.] 30, 31, 22,
g v aleo PRilding No. 25 with enough of the lot on which it stends to
give a breath of 10 rods on Iigh Street, othervise knovn as Washington

Street.... end elso to convey by deed t

lands and buildings, poriions of the af

heen set apart by the rroper authoritie

of Herper's Ferry Armory FProzperty laid of
1868, fin&lhed by S

~
15,

- g

the Lct of Decembe

165 feet per

-

nch,"

anproved

lovember 1

sale
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¥is map, entitled "Ha*)of

by Secretary of Wer Wil

o the proper persons such other

oresald property, as have heretofore

s for religious, cher:itable, and
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Howell Browm, Nov, 1,18
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Harvers

and &

with perhaps an old zrry drelling on it to Virginia Lodgze Do, 1, Independent

order of Gdd Fe@love, to replace their lodge structure that had been

deciroyed during the Civil VWer, Tre United States gave 1% lots to the six
2o VoS Srptres 2k Larze, Vol, 15, p. 265266, APPo~dix, P71
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On Noverber 30, and December 1 and 2, 1869,n?ffered(fi:j:“iu L3 X
house lots, 13 dwellings, and one stable for sale at rublic auction.
offered were the following five items:

(1) TS, ifucket Factory Crounds, 72 zcres with ruins of factors
tuildings, remzirs of machirery, znd the vater pover of the Potomac,

Lifle factory on lalls Islands, 13 acres, with ruins of

T ings and reraine of nmachinery, and the water power of the
Shenendosh River,

(3) The FerrvAifhts or the Shenendosh Liver, including 2 ferry lot
in Zerpere ferry on Shenandoah Street, and 2 68-zcre ferry lot with two

stone direlling houseSlocated on the south side of the Sh enzndozh ILiver,
e perpeturel rights to cut timber on 1 , 305 :/SUM ecres of
—ana locezted on the routh side of the Shenandoah F fiver, opposite
{Z) The right to dig iron ordon 1,600 acres of land in the Iriends!Ore
verk, which was loceted on the south shore of the Potomac River about two
o

miles naorthwest

were zbout to purchase the water power rights of the Potorzc Shenandoah
s-iver§for i_he purpose to erect new factories at Harpers Ferry, optinism

ves rurming high among the bidders on ihe days of the 1869 sale in Harmer

Le U.S, deeds crantine these lots are in Netionsl Archives Grouvp Yo, 121,
Intry 76, Meed from the United utgt Urdranec Depariment,™ 2 vole,., Vol,
’- % :
T o e - o -
II, 5. 001- 226, and ¢, 251, Do ﬁa@«fa«b ot LT e

‘SjC.“)C/\ le{.ﬂ owd & ey [_ZZ\ §uuhul%VJ757 [ASZ AN J(,&.‘z!\-w"b,//

JEET] i BT&T&W%;V}P» /0
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The hidding was intense znd the buildings znd lots in the lover

lerry, >
pery of the town , parficularis those with commerical potential, vere sold
2t high prices. £11 218 off_ered items were teken by 121 bidders who

egreed to pey a grend total of § 297,793.50 for this property. The

Scid
itens werﬁﬂfor the folloving prices:

1. Veter power of the Potomac & Musket T actory Crounds: § 176,000.00

2. Yiz_ter power of the Shenandoah & Pifle Yectory grounds 30,000,00
2o Shenzndezh River ferry rights and 68 2CTeSeeececeses.s. 1,790.00
i, Timher rights on 1,295 5/% &cruL0...................... 3,600,00

Erien“s' :):ﬂe —aC-Z-L:’ —:600 aCTESuccconcoc-nonn-cnoaooaoc. lB,lOOOOC}

_16 biﬁ'fic?"c ,)juo.cotnccoa---.nccco-oo-cc.- 73’303"50

6s For 202 lots and 1) buildinegs in larners Ferry,
i by \ -2 O7ere.,

e T & 297,793, 50 (s

Cf the purchesers, only 18 people paid cash end in full
for their 20 lots at the time of the sale, payin
4

o
(=]
One hundred znd four bidders executed notes znd bonds due in one and

)
6

a total of ¢ 836,00,

two years in the amount of § 297, 296,957.50 for 185 lots and § items,

o

Thirteen persens vho bid >on29 lots refused to pay cash or sign bonds

znd the title to these lots reverted to the United Stetes. Control of

a2ll the other items, however, passed to the apga_ent purchasers as soon

as they executed their bonds in December 1869, -

With the excention of some T og Ttepsthe

to have successfully disposed of the U.S. Armory property at Harpers

)
O\
O
o
d.
oy
_J
q
=
L]
2]
‘._1-
vn

Y . ne

in the 1&
but this soon proved to be a corplete illusion°

Ordnance Department zppecared

The Wer Denzriment, no doubt, considered this

Bue to
PN
diszster thet rlunged both the U,S., Goverrnent and the people of lizrpers
twWie G
Ferry local and egorionic morrass from which it would take 16 vea rs
Ty, tesel
y ) Gy .
5."=etter £forn the “hief ar De, artmen comrmunicating, in
corpliance with o “enab Uecember |, 157 information in relation
to the sale of Goverrne larpers }errv( 150 y 1n Sencte PV ecutive
Locunents, L3¢ Congtess erizl loe.y, = _>CO Zocumert o, o,
pages 2 to 11, has a cetz lot b lOb’ of every bid, bidder, a;d
the pzyments rrde or bo irmeds Docurent l°o includes a copy of rovm!
1669 tep of Harper's TFe
g rizl irchives Iac Intry 76~ "leeds from United States,

eeds ¢ b A
- for these
r_r, PRe 110 170 vope 1004558 84

To Sernatre uyecu*wvc Jo

chiief pf Owdnprice t iovember 7

-.ECO"‘(‘!" lY‘ LCETE

rizl Yo s 1 [;80 lb _;L - A r 1“1re__'ri’
Y870,
honee Jots v'Wnpd =+, & 7.020 AN _and 4+ho
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2 SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT HHARPER 8 FERRY, =— SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT IIARPER'S FERRY. 3

v\, , - . :

Abastract of ealeof United Slales property al and rear Harper's Ferry, W, Va., sold al public gyution, at the town of Harpers Ferry, on the 30th of November, and lhe sl awd 2l days of
December, 1849, by J. Danicl Potterfield, auctioncer, av dicided and laid gui by 8, Howell Browon, surceyor, as per wap of 1869, approced by How, Willlam W, Lelknap, Secritary af
Iar, November 16, 1569, made wunder the supercivion of Capt. Daniel J. Young, O. 8. K.y qctlug wnder Instruct'ons from the Ordnance Department al Warhinglow, in purauduce af an
“ et providing for the sale of the lawds, tenements, and waler wicileges belonging to the

also

. Ualled States at and nedar Harper's Ferry, ln the county of Jeferson, WWent Firyi i, cme
s ¥ bracing the unoold loia and lots purchased and wot paid for, as per smap aund wale of 1352, . 1 4 ' y of Jeg ' AL
! . : . . . o Notes secured by bond for—
. E Sy ‘ Daclined by par. . When pald.
Locstion s remarke. Xames of purchasers, | Amount. cl;.am-r wnel tuken | One year, " Two yeurn Diuteof deenl. | 1omarks,
h . o ) : Date, Amount. Date. Amonnt. | Flmt note, | Becoud pote,
T - ' :
The water power entire of ths | Capt. . C. Adama ®..x.| §176,000 00)...cceorieeesennnens) Doo. 30, 1869 lzea,ooo 00] Dee. 30, 1860 |88, 000 00],e wovveeren I SUUSRUUUTUN: FOURUUUTTON AN
Potomac Riverass held by the [ : . .
United States, embracing| =~ . . ) -
site of old armory bulldings, {* .., . ) . ) ’
or mpsket fsctory, Bymmes| . ¢
Island, and all that strip of
‘land and bluff bordering om | | '
. the Potomae River, and lying
botweea sald river the | ')} .
' "n .
dte . ’
. of the Capt. ¥. C. Adams*.....| 90,000 00.c.ocvrrerererien| Dec 16,1800 | 15,000 00| Dec. 16, 1660 | 15,000 00pcmceusevrunnceraeess
heldby| .4 -
rocing | - ‘*f,"', ! 1 T
Rk T A
ST SR I I |
swiths | Jokn W, Neer & Co. © 1,780 001 veesneseeeeieenes| e, 61860\ €73 00 Dec. 6 1s60 1 £I5 00 .c.onienn B SO USSP SP
o8y | ot R .
the [ JEU Fdt i b o
-H&,??. ‘ .
i - \
. 1 U (
e X
Srdilr ) et Decs 6,180 1,895 00) Dee, 61800 | LGB 00 eeiinie e s e
: l
ik . [
w Dec. 6,1869 ) 6,550 00 Dee, 6, 1969 | 6, 550 0(»‘ ........................... '\ .........................
Seh | | :
a "‘c,*‘i‘ ’ UK b :
: P PR TR 6,189 | 1,012 50 Dee. 6, 1169
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AL ..}?:(‘lg.‘...‘;I;:.‘..,............. t. F, C. Adams . ... 1.% gg . 6' o | 1500 60| Dee. 6. 1500
i‘g K ATl %Pl:"-i-‘-o-oy{v-t---;' N ? ;’,0«) 00 eeanieeeaananne 3 s c. 6, .
? - PPeY o sapqerpyepriezenransadls . L e L N D PR R R L R R R R T
ALl ey g ieensbeasasate| CO 200 00 {80e block A, lot ) | "y : T 6 e _
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5B | o (Lol AL 4 e ool 1L Do G R R AL
W B, ¢ R I S STRT T T Withdrawn { .+ 6,100 00
'.~ b v it 2t ) Unlted Btatea Dee. G, 1869
St ‘ | T, G A and T G 5,100 00|,
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_ ” A e 1 cave With recommendation that Department of Justice begla sult on same,
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Ta

Abalract of .eale of United States property at and wear Harper's Ferry, 1. Fa., wl«l al pubiic auction, at the town of Hurper's Ferry, JeLotanued.

) : Notes secured by bond fore ' “

- AW hen pal L | .
One year. Two yeara, Date of devd,” Temurka,

Declined b m--
Location and remarks, Nawmes of purchasers, { Amount. | chaser mdyt,&

Date of map,

o by— \ - e = i
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Abstract of salc of Uhnriled Stalcs property at awd wear Harper's Forry, I 1 a.ywold at public anction, at the toen of Hurpers Ferry, fe.~Continued,
. i [
! Notes secured by bond for—
& Declined 1 . - - When paid.
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&gngressional znd court action to extract themselves. During
DevelaPrig~r the
most of this period the economic and 1rau€trla% ofAtovn of Herpers
0

Ferry wes elmost completely suspended,

lia & Notural Diszster, the Flood of 1870:

On rriday September 30, and Saturday, October 1, 1870 the
createst flood in the history of Harpers Ferry struck the town, when
the Shenandozh River went on a rarpage. " E:iery house on the
e of the [Shenzndoah] street from the marlket house[Lot L,

d
Shenandoeh Street, upstream or vest] to the Island of

R T
Virginivs +w2s efither entirely destroyed or badly injured,”
Some L2 lives, including 20 at Shenandoah City, were lost in this
&
disastere
Yany of the neople who purchesed UsS. lots along Shenancdozh Street
2 gn

eavy losers. The fine brick stable, cimilisr in design
re engine house, stending on Lot 2, Block F,

Shenandoa h Street, and on which John G. Wilson had bid ¢ 1,800, was
corpletely destroyed. The brickAfmory Dgelling House oo i, standing on

Lot YMo. 1, Block F, Shenandoah Street, for Vhlch Damiel Ames had

1.- | & P 1Y -
vid & 1,650, was badly dzmoged. Yrs, Harriet !, Neer hzd purchased

2
vecant lot No. 1, Block G, Shernandeah Street, for $ 150,00 and just
finished erectédz =z neﬂ ?"amﬂ livery stable, LO by 20 feet in size

- Eu AL gt?vt‘f’uac Srop F G ?
ost of & ES0.0qj anes 1icCraw, who had m 1"chéteea Armory

o No 2, on Lot 3, Block B, Shenandoah Street, reported 9

I
W
0

Twrelling No
th=zt the flood waters cracked the brick wzlls and raised the floors,

Cn ifovember 1,1870, 25 of the purchasers of U.S. loty = who
lived in the lover town wrote to the Secretery of War appealing for

suspension of the first psy—emt on their notes, which were due on

0

December 6,18?0, until - Congress could taske 2ction on this probleme
0 PRI L S

The citizens advenced tvo reasons for this [ _* s-_requests

vriting with recexrds to the flood: "We are overwhelmed by r the most

terrible C%Jlamity vhich could at any time be the fa _je of any

i

a + - s - e e N
8. Joseph Barry, "lhe Strange Story of Harper's ferry, VWith Legends
r

o

rourding Countrr, (1902~ 7th Feprint, Shepardstorn, WV., 1574),
A
£

the Su
De 10Lo vivid account of the flood will be found on rpe. 161-169,
C, The szd %i&le of t}ﬂqe individusl loccsee are to be found in Lationesl .
krcohives T-ecord Group Ho. 171, Public Zullcings Service, Intry 76, ;;
“ecords concerning the Harpers Ferry Lbzterent (zcses, 7808~78u0% 2 travs, C:
me

Secre tary of Uar,duuea Nove 23,1871, Tzniel &

n z letter to tlhe
reported that he had put the house on Lot 1, Zlock F, Shenandozh ut reet,
'in nmerfect repair, and before it had Heen occu“ﬂeu a ﬂonth{theff property 2?
e camaced by the flocd to the extent of f 2,500, 4 s .C F“el_lng 1mmeglgue
R e  C M-S Sy tEE LW OC *+a.mrevent. N*ler des Ludtiot . tdonzte Docab.Pell,Serie
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Ncormmurity, nemely, by the flood. Thie arful disaster is well known to the
world, a.nd needs no comment on our part than for to state that our buciness
has been therefrom paralyzed, our debiors unable to meet their engagements
to us, end the people without money to restore themselves to their feormer
condition; and besides this, we who are z2ble or have anything beforehand
are deily solicited or volunteer to relieve the destitute in this extremity

to the full extent of our several abilities in their urgent wants. These
are our nefighbors and friends, and no excuse will answer in this emergency."lo

[Their second reason for requesting delay in the collection of payments
discussed in the secdfon that followsle
Théir petition was PR S T forverded b

Al WIS S P s N - - L

Lo M, Fitomiller, Qourncel for the parties, to Bvie Brig Gen. 4. B. Dyer

sel D
Chief of Ordnance on Kovember L,1870. Dyer sent the petidhon to Secretary

of Wer Williem W, Bellmap on liovermber 7, requesting instructions as to
1 ; .
11 The Secretarv of Ve _r did not response

that action should be taker. -
- e
for seven months, so that the ;| 7 7% citizens of Pe”pe“ctl\** s in effect |

unoffically received the rezussted suspension of payments. In 2 second

A -

letter to the Seceztery ¢ MWer or this problem, dated June 1,1871,
£ of Urdrarnce Dwver explained " 4Ag no instructions were communicated 1o
me in pursuance of of my reguest dqﬁﬁOVﬂmbe“ s187C, I have teken no
forcing the peyment of the one-yezr notes due las
Becerker, and all of them remein unpaide
"It is beliewved thzt ro qerloug<§¢ 7&;%°ult to Goverrment by letting
these notes lie over until the two-yeer noted become due next Uecember; and
T repcectfully recormend thet relief to this extent be granted to thes
12 .

car memorizlists,” Lfier consulting with the Judge Advocate General,
the Secretary of VWer spproved f ... .+ . on Jdune 3,1871 the policy of
suspending the collection, provided that the sureties should formally =nd
in writing assent to.such agreement, 13
The Ordnance Beﬁ°rtmep+ thus made no forceztle effort to collect

10, Serzte ITrerutive Document Yo, 6, Serial No, 1580, pe 136
11, Inid., . 12, 13.

12, IhiAd,

. @




sme due on December 6, 1870, Ty December 21,1872,
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three years after the sale, only 25 nurchezsers had paid in full,“ﬁ&guﬁrf
-> 5,686.00 vnder the terms of the 1869 sz2le, 2nd received the deed «
~ 3 > ~
T

o B a
32 lots and three houses. ( See Chart /7 p. LB “3chedule of

3
(o)
m

Payments for 1869 sale, 1869-1885) ., Some 98 purchasérs with bo
&M ~iuy. - 178 lots owed the United States Government Ssome ¢ 272,107.50
on this prorerty. It was clear the War Department had a mejor problem
on its hands,

Eo Man-liade Disasters, 1870-1880:

of the inpending men-created problenms, perhzps,
came in the same letter of Lovember 1,1870 from . ~.- 25 Harpers Ferry
21 - - 2
Citizens  appealing £or z suspension of forcezble collection of cone
vear notes that came due on December 6,1870, in part, beczuse of the

flood damzge to the property in their towne. The petitioners also

©vo bid such high prices at the 1869 sale, They vrote: " We put faith
in videly-spread rumor and the co®rol) oreting statements of Captain

] &dame," thet it wae"the intention end purposes of the
purchaser . of the weter power of the Potomee anc Shenandezh Idver,
vhich Adams rurchzsed for & 206,000], were vithout delay, to reconstruct

~ 1
<. e
ted ctates and used and occuried by the Covermment 2s 2 national
2armoryes”  telieveing Vthat our purchases under these circumstances would

d investment for businese purposes in the future, and consecuerntly
L

rices largely in excesss of their

Q
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o
D
n

jge}
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ct
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<
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c
value under zny circvmstances then those to refered to.o!
c

L ontinued," thst the undersismed hove

been grievously disappointed by the parties from whom it vas supposed
et hi - ; +ted ! . o
oeiter things vould be expected, Usptain Adams and his group of

"private capnitalists" had

water pover at Harpers Ferry which they now controlled, 1k

nermitied the items to be sold on terms of ezsy credit sznd recuired

<

L. Serete Iverutive Doc, 6, Serisl Lo, 1560, p. 12,

"y




i) cesh dovm peyment. Thus Czptain Francis C, Adams and the bznd of

epeculators thet he headed, were 2ble vithout putting orne cent down, -
] ) & 3 )
to control of the chief industrizal resources of Harpers Ferry, famel;

K the
the vater power of the Fotomec and Shensrdozh Rivers, end lands of the

TS, llusket Factory and Ue.Ss Rifle Tactory, for a pazper bid of § 206,000 -
& sum that they were unable to pay and indeed, had no intention of

ever developing these industria ] properties.
George P, Fisher, U.S, District Lttorney for the District

0

~ted this group of "pr'vate capitalists! and

afier consulting with Mr.égfga::“Phillips. the deputy

d
mzrehel of this Bistrict , that the sureties have not enough nroperty in
this District or 1sev-he?‘e, to my lknovledge, to reponse to more than one-

fourth of the amount of said purchase-money[ three bonds totalling

of ¥rencis C, Adems totalling $ 209 ,705,00 for the wester nover of the

Fotomar and Shenandozh Tiver and for Lots 2 and 5, Block £, Shenandnzh Street

e
L

noted: "lhe sureties on the bonds civen for

Elock L]} are Glinton Llovd, the chief clerk of the
ative; William B. *ebb, = member of the hzr of
this Digtrict; end Francis A, lkeCariney, now deceased, formerly the disbursing

m
e
O
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oy
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3
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rtment, Some two years ageo Mclartney defavlted |

-

bPCQFQ er. inmete of the lunatic asylum, and died about 18 months aco utterly
=) e +

ct assessed at § 9,199°% zgainst

0 hes property in thi i
d Llyod 2g an assessment of $ 10,2Ll,

w%ich, L bolieve, there 2re no 1iens; 2

that emount, say about one-helf,

The szre parties and o others are surbties in the second bond, for § 3¢,C0C
fon the water pover of the She.chdoah]. Ldams h2s no property in this
District, so far as I can learn. T1he sureties on the third bond, for

¢ 176,000 [for water pover of the Potomec], are the same, with the addition

of Sermel Po “rovm, J. ¥. Fitzhugh, lathsviel Vilson, and George H. Plaxt.

_1

-he latter cenvlensn hee arn assecg xr® of soms § 115,000, but it is so involved

o)
ana encurnhered that Mr, Phillirs tells me thet it

is

meke the morer on executions alrezdy ovt aczinst him, Wileon is acsefiand 2%

1 ~ - - 1 2 . 3
& 1L,577; Fitzhwgh 2t § 1,000; 2nd 2s to 3rown, it is sufficient for ne to
szy thzt the Coverrment ie gl»sady driver to vwithholdine hie ealerv as

> £ e T T TR e o =

cormiceioner of ine bosrd of public vorks in order tn make good his oun defzult

= + 3 e~ T Tafl A : ) ~
2s ravy-zgert Aduring the var, His deflicit, 2e such, ic over & 40,000, To




Ué

CILET No. T -
SCHFEUDIE OF COLLECTIONS FOR THE DECEFEBER 1868 SALF OF PUBLIC
LOTS I3 HOUSLS AT THE U5 . ARIIOEY AT HAPPERS FERRY, W, VA,
L. €ollected in accordance with the Original Terms of the 1869 Sale _—W
YEAR ' Buvers Lots Houses Amount Paid - Remarks
1870 19 26 0 $ 1,189,00
1871: 1 1 1 1,200.00
1872 5 6 2 3,297.00
Total: g 33 3 ¢ 5,686,00 (L)

— T es & 02,
1877+ 1 1 Br.1p [nciuges © 2z.l2
TOIALL: 27 35 3 § 5,777.53 [ ¢ 25.L3 in interest

B¢ By U.S, Pistrict Lots bid on by CoF
2 2 0 090,00
Qourt for W.VA.| b Adans in 1869
CilUSo %0 B & O{ ] 1 0 500 00~ 1978—Bvr 1es Islend
EE. Co. ;
1265-1830 | 30 38 3 § 8,367.93 Subtotal
Dy RBETIELT s
CLEES @
1879 11 12 3 ¢ 6,560.05
1880: 18 25 3 3,108,.30
SURTQTAL: 29 37 6 9.668 .35
1885 cases: 6 7 905,00

TOTAL ARLTEMENTE 35 L 7 $ 10,573.35

CPLYD TOTAL .

187C~ 1880: 65 82 10 $ 17,941,728

|

(1) This total of &

5,686.00 is also the figure used in the Committee on

Lllvfary Affairs! feport of January 11,1873 on the state of the vroperny

S0
e

1d a1t Harpers Eerry

ports, L?2d Consress,

3D Session,1872-73,

T
nO

o ?1; p.ln

Vol,

in 1869 001190u10ng 1869-18?2 in Youse of Kepresentatives!

SerwnW No

C

0. 1576~ keport




"vocpower one-third of the whole zmount of these bonds here ig, T think
oo . v 5173 w15
irpocsiblg so doss Phillips....”

The actione of tlis group of “capiﬁ:lisfsz)— adve:furerif revezlad
thot their murpose in acquiring the Harpers Ferryhliig property ves
develop it but to highizack the Ba&iimore and Ohio Eailroad Compeny, whose

nain line west ran across the U.S, llusket Factory Yard under right of way

that had beeﬁéran+ed by the Secretary of Wer in 1838, Now oTalmlnoA 7
. e 6P Ecula chz.g QAT RS OYAL
ovmership of this right of wzy, the B.& 0. mist elither pavup or find

.

corme other location for iis mzin 1iine vest.

Heczuse Adzme 2nd asscciztes held control of the chief industrizl
sssecte of llarpers Ierry and oved § 2@%5 %05.00 of the totzl of
some ¢ 272,107,50 in outstanding unraid bonds, the United States Government
roup to reestablish the title of the

o
[
Tnited States to this property so that it could be resold Lo bona fide

PO L c
Le The Strugrle in the Courts: , 1872~ 1876:
n duly 20,1872, Secretery of Wer William U, Zellmap requested that
the 1,8, Lbtorner-Cenerel institnte snif irmediately ageirsi Fracnis C.
; a R : oo Sy E . o
Loome % he gum of 2 209,705 Gue on ithree bonds,. . ... - . On Februvaxy 3, 1373,

Yeorge P, Iisher, the U,S. Atborney for the District of Columbiz, brought suit

in the U.S. District Court oceinst Ldsms, Subegnent to the bringing of this

= L
suit.. in D,l,, & conference wes held in Washington by the Attorney Ceverzl
~ T . 4 R - Y . - +
n¥ +re United Siztecs, Ceorge ¥, Willizms, George P, Fisher, N, Coff, the

v

', Ldzms. The letter objected to a decree, but agreed thzot 1f the
sale under a2 decree to enforce t_he vendor's

lien for the entire purchase-morey until the determination of 2 claim mede by

O]

Covernment, would not proceed to
4

the Laltirmore and Ohio Lailroazd Lompany, they would acknowledge service of
mrocecs and thus ex%&ide the suit, The sureties of Adams were informed that
the Government had decided tc press for a decree for ihe encrcerent of the

A

lien, and immediately after obtaining 1t, to institute proceed!

title “o the premises scainst the baltimore and Chio hailrozd Corpeny, 2nd
18.Letter of the Litormey Ceneral, l=y &y 1°7L, in Senete Execu*ive Documents,
- - - - o - -~ e s - - - - B =
- S . ' .
.3 Conevress, ist “eszion, Seris=l No. 1581, Zoc, Mo. I'f, 7. 7o

S




vZ

rot +to mzhe sale nrntil after the decision of the issne between the Covernment

e

and the rzilrozd compsny. so that the hest price could be had for the

Suits in ecuity were filed hy WM. Goff, the U.S, District Lttorney for

West Virginiz, apainst hdams and his sureties in the U,S. District Court for
that State in July 1873 for the purpose of enforcing the vendor's lien,

L decree wes ha_.d from that court in September or October,1£73, for the

roperty,I; each case, the sale to be made by N. Coff, s trustee,
£t & *ine to be fived by the future order cf the court.

Frior to Februery 1873, the Baltimore and Ohio Zeilroad Company had -

brought sul
right of way ac
been gold by the United Siztes to Adams. The railroad company argued that
as ite main line, built under the 1S38 agreement vith the Yecretary of War,

was constructe s

Potomac Liver,

" _gver the vhole of the Potomec Liver to the medium high weter mark on the origir
lvzﬁir;inia ehere, their m2in line wa s located in Merylend end not 77UXLTT L
Vest Virginiz, hence T.C, Ldems had ng  claim under the 1638 grant of right
of vzv to the existing main line, The railroad company furtheri?:‘ argued
thzt +their 18l1 purchzse of pert of Patrick nes's Tslend in the Potomac
gzve them title to their main line thraugﬁ.the Mmelket Tactory yerd, under

the larvlend deed for thzt island.. 3By December 187L, this suit had been

deternined in favor of the railroad company. This decision not only
elimirsted the cleims of Trancis C, hdams to the main line tract, but it gflie
reznt that the water power of the Potomazc 21 Herpers Ierry did not belong

te the United States, ag irmprovenments thet the r&dlroad company made to

¢ Ferry, in the form of culvert] fill, e tc,

wae becinnineg to interfer with_ the {lov of iater in the old Lrmory Canzl,
o [ U «Q v
o~ 2
T Jzruery,187l, the district attorney for West Virginie instituted
t

suit in eguity ir +the United Stztes Uistrict Court at ¥heeling, W. Vao ,

& su the Un
. T7 . - - - . —~ <. S

in the name of the United States 2nd Frencis C, Adems end his sureties, %o
remove the cloud from the title of the property sold to Ldarms by the

o - « - e — -1 7 ~ o N - T
summa;l,fd 1pLU9n=tephepoét %oo 560, PFJf“L} deted canuary
te of Committees, Vol. 1, 1:3rd Corzress, 7nd Session,
- K 3 e - -~ 2 - ~ el ; — = -
75, veriel Lo, 1632, Ectual correspondence of +he UoSe Litorniék,




£

Judge Jackson of the 1 D strict Court of ‘est Virginia

varded dovm the decision on loverber 17, 1875. He foundnfhat the

”?ﬂ+ more & Ohio Peilroad Cormery held title to its main line right-
ofvway through the U.S. liusket tactory tract at Harpers Ferry on the
basis of the Novermber 5th,1 838 i?%ﬁ%??Zngosel 5, Poinsett, Secretery
f Wer, and Louis lclane, President of the B & 0, R.2s Coo,y 2nd not

2
» virture of the September 18L1 deed from Patrick Byrnes,A¢ e Court

g

4

ct O
tn

zlso found that the . Government intended this grant of right of

vzy to be a permamen

-1

one ag long es it wg_g used as 2 reilroad, thucs
frgeinc the reilfgad compeny from any claims of ovnership by Francis
0. itdams, Finally, the Court found that the United Stetes held complete

title 1o the yoter pover rights of the Potomoc and to the lusket Factory

&

. . - . - T o A
tract, thus elimincting 21l claims to ovmership by the & & 0 Raiflroad

Compeny 2nd clearing avey 511 clouds to the title of EEe main assests
5‘\ -

)
et Harpers Ferry, Iinally, six years after the 1869A the United States

Hh

once sczin held full title to the water pover of the Potomac ~nd

Shenendoah Pivers 2nd their related 85 acres of land,

7. 8 . . :
In “epterber 1876, acting s trustee for the U. S, District Court
of vest Virginia, N, G off sold Lots Ko. ? ard 5, Bl\ge A ., Shenandoan

Street, for vhich Fo Co Adams had bid a total of ¢ 3,705 in 1869, to
1

17 The Un:ted Qtaﬁ_q repurchased

15
two purchzsers for e total of
eter ~ichts fo the Dotom"c ard

f\_‘

_;QGO sric recéi‘éd the
ct Court on April 17.3877.(174)
vk Webster Elmes, Department of Justice, Office of the
‘reasury to Solicitor of the Treasury George T,

chives Record Group 121, Harpers Ferry Cese Mo,
? in James N, Noffsinger's Contributions Towards

2 %Lys c?l Yistory," pp. 181- 18L, lTn—Senate Peports of CTormittees
D e S A e
: , regarding tnese question,December 17,1872 to hay 6, 187L
iz published with "Letter of the Lttornev-Cenerzl, ley 6,18?;,1

Serate Lyvercutive Documents, 13d Congress, lst Session, Seriszl Mo, 1581

L8, P2rt 1, 15 P2

. es, and Port L, 2 pages,
< - P - . . had .

16oetional Arcnlves *ocoro Croup 171, Puhlic Julic1_g_ Service, liarpers
Ie ¢ limteriz] . L

errt saterisl,  pointed pamphlet,S paged. "District Court of the United
Stater Tor the ?ic: ict of West Vireinirz, Opinion oi the Court, Lovel7,
12T in trhe Case of itre rITad Sistes nd Jiner LS, tne —oltimore and
TSI T i Trosd [ArmEnv. 4.€0 printed pamrnlet, 13 DEgeSe Ttetement of

<1(J‘

ut published after the Lov. 17, 1875 decicion
1rrlp z, Lhese documents are i1 cluded in

o o ol - - . .
- LSy v s s € T Vegad 2 e T v e



1878
on June 15,7<%, the United States sold Byrnes Isls d, wich con*tained fbout
72 acres, hlﬁ
to the Zaltimore znd Chio kailroad Compeny for $ 500,00,

1880 10
Thus by June ., . , 2bout . ; years after the 1869 sale,

the United States had suéEeeded in {Lgally disposing only 35 items,
including 3 houses, for a total $ 5,777.93 among 27 purchasers,
(See Chart %o, §, page ﬁg??schedule of payments ),

S1i11 uncollected and unsettled were the bonds in the amount
of approximatelyy6?,l:02.50,0ved b_y about 97 citizens of Harpers Ferry
for 18k lots or itemse The United States Government nov moved to

settle this tangled mess,

3. The Struggle in Congress, 1870-1878:

In their letter to the Secretary of War, dated November 1,1870, the

25 retitioners of Hermers Ferry had advised that they intended to petition
Congress =2t its next session in December 1870 "for such relief in the

ong 1
rremises 2s it m2y deem constitutional and just to gra 1t us under the
circumstences,' 19 Two such bills were intf&hced into Congress,

one on December 15,1570 end the other on March 7, 1871, but neither of
20 . C s
these metured into law, In 1872 and 1873, the citizers of Harpers
Ferry continued to seek relief znd severel billSvere introduced that
provided thst ther could be released from their purchases b} The surrender

T their lots 1n return for the cgngelme 1t of their bondss ™ These also

( [
failed to pass, ™ 187h tw bills were introduced which vould have
authorized the Attorney Gener?l of the United Stztes to adjust the clg ims

of the UoSe Covernment unon the purchasers of property at Harperds Ferryo

22

Neither of these wers enacted into law. Ifforts were continued with =

. «Q . -
out success until 1878 , when measure wa s finelly enacted into law and

approved on June 1&;1878. 23

»

rcnives R.G, 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry 58—
eds to lLend Conveyed by the Ordnence Department, 1830-1927 (L vols),

.y Te 555, for deed,
N < . -
19, Senate Ixecutive Document llo. 6, . 13, »eriz=l Yo, 1580,
,, 20« Ibid., 16.
“=+  Eerazte ferori No. 556, Yerial Lo, 1632, p. ?, January 26,1875,

22, Inid,and fause “eport llo, 615, ~eriel lo. 1626, lav 27,187hL,

Senate “eports No. LLE, “erizl No, 1790~ lay 29,1878
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The Actof June 1, 1878 (1) avkhorized the Solicitor of

the lreasury, by and vith the consent of the bpcretarv of Wer, to cancel

P o v
contracts vith and release zll purchesers of lots a2t the Harpers Ferry
sale of 1869 from their mirchases, vhenever these buyders had qui~§ =claimed

and released their lots to the U.S. Government by deed in such form as

may be required by the Soltdéitor of the Ireasurv, Also such quit

claims and Y'elensec had to be executed and tendered to the “ecretarv of

War vitrin Jounmontbsfrom the passege of the act, that is, by-;v*w:m

October 1li, 1878, (2) The Solicitor was authorized to offer for sale =211

such lots that had had their titles properly cleared under step 1,

(3) The Sg,licitor was also authorized to lease anv of the Harper#

™m

¥Yerry property for eny term of years, if he deemed it exnediert,
€ugthen
(L)e The Solicitor was authorized to sbate part of the purchase-money
duéifrom‘y_. purchasers "vho have mede improvements upon lots of lznd
purchesed iin lBé?]..,frovided, That in his judgement such purchasers

ere lesally or egrijitably entitled to such abetement: Ancd Provided
1

vrther, that such purchesers shzl p}ﬂ to the Solicitor for
("

ebatement within®  {vo months of the age of this act, thet is by

G 3

"(1

Lugust 11,1€7¢, =nd in"cese of en abstement is pade, shall pey the

balance of the purchase money due after deducting the amount abated

L

vithin sixty days, thereafter; otherwise, the debt to renain as if

-
no sbatment hzd been made, " 24

1. The Lbastement Cases, 1878-18€0,

I3 } h] ]
Georze Wo Grahem of Harpers Ferry acted as the locel agent for

1]

v

fierpet

-

h Rzyner, the Solicitor of the ireasury, in the Abatewent Cases

Cn September 5,1378, Graham zdvised the Solcitior, thet "the whole

o

nuriber of zpplicatiorns for ahaterent vere L3 u—an?ﬁwo vere sent direct

. o o le)
to Hashlngtono” 25 The lists prerare by Grehanm 24 tne purchasers

reveal to some extent vhat lhey had been doing with their lots since

-
1869, -<hese &re shovm on Chert No. 8 which follows:

25 National Archives fecord Craup Mo, 121, Public Ev@dings Service,
> ja) .- . - - .
intry 70, harpers Ierry ibatement Ceses, 7 trevs, Trav No, 1,
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- Chart Xo 8 8% A-u’auaf ;8’-78‘
e ‘
d 3 j‘ AY
Purchaser, [§6§ |Zlock |Lot Location Trmproverents fade
1 Zuilt cistern, wall,pump house,
! Deriiel Ames AA 1 Ceamp Hill qypp“lzkthe house,
Po Julse B, dezle KX 8 " " Fenced her lot.
John Eillmnn D 1 n " "Built a comfortable house
on lot,
. q :

Lo *homas J, Burley A 1 Shenandozh St. Spent$66L,00 built a cellar
and stable on lot. Put tdn roffing
~—r-ssnew doors, etc in old ST~e
“~=puilding

5. Yary D, Cochrane Wager Lot 204 bhcre Res. 28 improved and repaired

T 3
old house, €V porches, roofin
6. Samuel Colemzn N 2 Carmp Hill Built a small dvelling at cost
1725 on lote
Shenandoeh sq . .
g c N - Streot Built e good brick dwelling
1T Gé-hid
fo -ATY LONVE] y ; house 2nd store on her lot
for ¢ 5,111,00 plus § 50,00
for fencing.
fleger 6—ﬁcre Inp” vad uh8¢§ q armory nouse
Be Patrick Leley Lot 19 F.es . on Lot 19, "< for porch,
repairs to roof and brick walls,
, ~ ) § ) Had built 2 dwelling house
9, fenrr P, Jeam iz 2 Lamp Hill, on lot,
. Shenandoah ¢ 1,000 spent for shedding
10, J. iy Zecaulner A 3 Street v - SPE - SHear.g,
) " " ferc__nc steble, and yard for
A Ly coal and stock,
B ] She the widow of 2 Ue>. soldier
11, #sry L. Lammsev G 8 Camp Hill  has fenced her lot =nd plamted
fruit trees .

. S . o . . . Built a eteble and slaughter

iv, Doisy He Lrivin I 6 Camp Hill house on lot,

13. John Fitznet CL B3 Loow Carp Hill had fenced these lotse

} e L, : 1 1
(g3 h. - " 3
. (g - P
1l., Irzncis Garnon T > n " had fenced this lot,
15. Patrick Figgine LE |3 _ " " built a hovse on his lot,
| .
g colETed Iady-
Y. hnn Jackson v " " Zwilt 2 house on her lot
et cogt of & 200,
"'(1 .
17 The.zs Jeffersen i - 1. v " Yyilt 2 house on lot,



Chart No,8 Avpet 8T8 N
) - = _ b 1ot '~ onmts -
Purchesers , /Fé<¢ Rlock Lot |"Locetion Irrrpoverients M4 d.
18 - . U : Ta colored lzdye huiltz
* Nathzn Jgckeon ¥ 1?2 | Cemp Hill |& h%;se on the lot
] . sMmald
16, Lrthur Levris ot 1 n " thad fenced his lot,
20, Yohn H. lrtin Jd 2 Camp Hill | had fenced his lots and
Jd 3 planted fruit trees,
?1e Polly lpArghur LA 2 t " lhad put this old brick house
in good order,
P2, Joseph L. FHcraddeq T 2 " "l  had fenced his lot,
23. Jrues licCraw VWeger Lot 26 gﬂé ;s 4 Has built beacl: porch on olc
2110k house, stonevork under
r - N — - o) . - o LOLC “ =2
Toée $2,000,00 cugh,l)69—tr_?d house, ner tirbers o
unsuccessfully to shate inlB7R] surport house, nev stable,
s, - s ce dareged in floods
’Lo Jomes €, Molrew & B 3 Shenandozh Lou8 darage g x 004
others - Ftreo““ of 1070 end 137 /o Built
ELAIS-Rags =Y N
an ice house and stable,
brick pevement, cistern,
(Park Eldze.3L=35). sewer in yard, Brick support
flos spent & 1,61,32 improving hou<e & Lot in cellar for the old
f house.
N '.,25. Idward lurrzhy Wager Lot ! 22 67gﬁrn J1d stone house, new roffir
] -8F. , timbers, glass, doors,
blindes, outbuildinge cord
ST fences.
26, larriet Il leer G 1 Sherendoah | had built e livery cizble
Ste on lot for ¢ 2505, ihis
destroyed by flood ir 2670,
N Lot vacart in 1878,
27. Joscph B Holmes | Lot No, 1 Ngrih of Shenandezf Perk Bldz. No, LS- repairs
oireet to roof Znd porch, built
¢ new outbulldings,
26: Patrick O'Beirrpec | ¥ager Lot PL Siv Lere Les Tenced lots znd pranted
Yo, 2 L Lamp uill o T e
LR 1 1 u fruit trees,
EB 7 n 1
. ~ ’ T - 1 o -
9. Ldith O'Dornell Vizcer Lot 21 b-here les, Improved old stone house,
[peid & ... _ 2,275 cach,1869=tried unsucpessfully n¢WAPOTC””":?70“”° COOrs,
to ehzte this price in 1876] f windovs, citern,féncings
. _ . sy - =rt of 1
306 llary £e Perzival Lot lio. 7 rorth of has fenced pzrt of lot,
Shenandogh Street
21, dJobhn T, feed Jd . L Cermp i1l has ferced his lots znd
Lleo & 10 and 13, JJ g 1 n rlanted fruit trees,
38. nerrison Fobineen N o " " built g dwelling house at
2 cost of & 85 on lot.
J Z2. lzrry Gl lowsor 2t 1 " n heg vuilt "a nice house"
: on ri lote
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Chgrt NO. 8 AU&U’ST /y7?
Purchasers, |86¢ Block Lot ocetion Irorovenents Had,
2y, . T T el By .. .
3Lt John L. Wzleh & 6 Shenandoal Had spent$282.82,ha2lf
o - - ® L4 =Ll
cireet, the cost of corstructing
a brick wall of the house
on Lot 6, Elock Ay SO thet
he use it es a side wall wher
he erected his own brﬂck
bulld*ng on Lot 6, Was using
. Lot 6 a gardeno
35. Ceorge L. Veaver Jd 7 Camp Hill| Had built a house on his
lot,
36, James Boden e | 8 n " Hzd fenced his lot. (25)
The szrplications for abatement vere reviewed by Kenneth Rgymer, the

Colicitor of the Treasury. Severcl applicaints, including James MNceCraw and

hence were found to be inelézible to have their prices dbateds Two others,
Yre, Florence Kirwin and Lewrence A, llntague, vho had purchased Lots 2 and

5, D%pck 4, Shencndoah Street, from the UsS. District Court of West Virginie
»

irfiﬁ?é, also applied to have their '’ prices abated but vere eliminated on

the crounds that these szle did not come under the Lct of June 11,1878,

Severzl more appliccris had their petitions regected beczuse they filed

after the august 11,1876 deedline. Among these was poor llrs. Harriet I

epplication to abite the price on Lot 1, Block G, Shenandoah

t

e
Street, was dated August 15! Some applicants also changed their mind

z2bout buging their “rooerty, even at- ., > ~-. =abated prices, Joseph E.

Holmes, who had lived in Park Eldg. No. L5, on Lot Xo. 1 North of Shenandoah
- - 26 e

Street, fell into ; & this last . “rcategorye . Temoioees

PR - ‘

:D the period 1576-1880, the Solicitor abated the prices for

£ 29 J purchases$ on 57 “lote from the 1869 totzl bid of & 39,755.00 to

the final price of & 9 55§2§SQ.G&* Deedsto the _
apeted lots were issued
in the period October 31,1879 to November 16,1680, (273 Tncluded in this

group vere the 1600 acres of the Friends Cre Bank; the original bid of

¢ 13,100 for this property was abated to $ 3,500,
20 ictional archives Decord Croup 121, Public Bulldings mrv* ice, Intry 78~
ecnrds Concering E arpers ferrV‘ao"tenen+ Cases, 1868~ ‘88‘:t wd treys.
hese irclude 25 letters to Georoe W, Crahen , August 6,18 75, czsking to hzve
their trices zhated ond s everel lists and rerorts listirg Improverments made

”
on lots, 26, Toid,. S
o .
ch v the United f .

etional Archives ILecord Grovp 121, Entrs No.76,"Jeeds
e ¢ Yerry, Ordrance Jepzrtment" (2

- o e L T e



T

- 1R85 the Secretary of VWer beargined with six more 1869 bidders

vno had been using <even lots and one house since that sale. They
eached an agreement end the Secretary of War, in effect, abated
the totzl of their 1869 bid of & 2,735.00 for the the seven lote,
to & 905,00, Included in this group was lMary D, Cochrade, who
had apparently refused the offered abated price for Wager Lot no. 20

&nd 1its house in 1878-80. Deeds for the seven additionzl lot
vere issued in the period January 28,1885 to June 26,1885,
h

Fifteen of t-g _L69 purchesers, after successfully abating the
prices, asei g ned r titles dn 2L lots to TL other buyers. The U.Se
S€ assiy SIS )
deeds for the’ abated b lots were made out to lL other 1p ividuals in

187¢-1880, and 1885,
Final results of the zbztement program, 1878 to 1885: we re as

Date 1869 bid, Ko, of buyers No, of Lots Absted price:
1879-80 | ¢ 39,755.00 | @y ClF T e e
1585 $ 2,725,00 6 7 905,06
POfsL: | $ 1?,L90.00 35 ' gt ¢ ATSIIAE-,
' L

0OF the total collected, A;Y‘QBJ‘BE was for ;‘1ots located in

ers Terrr and $ 3,500,00 was for the 1 600 acre Prlends’ Ore Bank,

vhich was loczted near Harper's Ferry,

2, The 2ond Cancellztion Program, 1878~ &

Section 1 of.the Act of June 11,1878 authorized the Solicitor

of +he Treasury, 'by and with the consent of the Secretary of Var,
to cercel contracts with and .- “release the 1869 purchasers of
lznd from their bonds, provided that the buyers quit-claim and released

these lots to the United States. This program was to be executed within
four months of the pessage of the Act, or by October 1l,187R.

[28%w

~
o

65 egreements have

()

78, Lational Lrchives . 1721, Entry No, 6. These 18
been loesely inserted in Veol, IT, follewing page A0,

]



Between July 1 and October 1,

the bonds and gquit claim deeds erES&

sonme

Ls has

signs bonds, on 29 items, The title to these propert

purchased %n 1869.
19,1,35.00.

and the rrices

Es

o,

7

ebated on the

icitor Kenneth Rayner received
56 .
purchasers for ]Zh,houce lots that

The total amount of their cancelled bonds

Twel¥%® of these purchaesers had bonds cancelled on

hers

LA b Y

ot

been menticned, 13 purchasers on December 6,1869, had refused to

ies, of course, reverted

- to the United Statec. By the end of 1878, the title to 15L items valued at
e S PL0,A72.00 at the 1869 had been cleared as follovs:
!
T4 f
| Date Buvers Lots Z“otel of Cencelled Bonds
12 /5/69 12 28 $ _7,939,00
10/6/69 1 2 2, 600,00 Timber rights
Subiotal: 13 20 12,539 ,00
1278 53 121 15, 364,00
Zr cencel. 66 150 ¢ 30,86L.00
1876-77 1 L 209,705.00 US.lourtel 0, Ldams _ |
Total Clezred 57 150 ¢ 2L0,679,00
Clezred by ¢
ALstenent s 35 Ll L2,190,00  zbated to & 10,572,635
1878-80:
Grand Tetal 102 198 T ¢ 285,160.00
N6t cleared : 50 12,622.,5 about,
[ LI B
Tot21 Bid WW s &
. - - : 2L8 2 G350
{ 1869 191 ! % 97,7935
’
29. Mationel Lrchives Record Grcup 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry 77,
One tray, which contains L9 "Cencelled Zonds of the 1869 Sole of Public
Iots," for 111 lots that vere cyedlled duly 1-Cctober 11,1878, Four bands for
10 lots are not included in this tray. The Solicitor of the Trescury's firel
report on the IRA0 and 188L sales, %o the Attorney General, dated October 29,
1885, hovever, documerts that these four bonds on 10 lots were cancelled in
1578 ard 1lis ts the exact cete of cancellstion.feport in House of Representatives
Executive Dorcuments. Vol 20, Decument lo. 7, Par 290-092, Serizl
Mo. P287, Inmoz letter dzted Jamicver n3, 1F8C itor of trz Trezeury
regnried he had cermeelled bendc on 17 house 1 se 101 have heen
identified zs heing offered ny 53 purchassz, TF mbher heaving bonds
cancelled thuc ruet heve peen frem 5L tg 5 6 purchaserse Tne other 3 lotc heve
rot hesn ddeniified, but Vager Lot foe 27 va 5 propenly one. LHouse of lepokiLrulive
u?ﬂ*ﬁfits, Seriol Yo, 70077 oc., Noe 56, T, 2,
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57

SOLD LT TVE SAEEOF U.S, PUSLIC 1aXDS AT HARFER'S FERRY, WIST

P

T oindf, wo.-icor. 30, —ecembder 1 and ?

<

2
F1ndin~ Senterber 1876 Court Sale of 2 lots,

CHART X0,
¢

™
( lockf Lrea O Yo,
- F of lots solad sold
A Chenardosh Street|1,2,3,L,5,6,7. (2 and 5 in 1876) 7
B " " 1,2 - (donated lot li) 2
D " K ( Donated Lotes 2nd 3) 0
o n n (donated Lot 2) 0
B u u - 7 o 1
Uoger Loys, 6-Rere feservatjon 19,20,21,22,26, « 23, 3lL. 7
A Cemp Hill (donated Lots 1 and 8) 0
D t R {donz*ed Lot 2) 8]
o 1 1 8. 1
oA n t (donated Lots No. 3 and L) 0
I i " 5,6 (do hated Lot Yo, 9) 2
J f i Se (donated 2,3, and church lot) 1
N n " ?2,9,10, 32
o I 1 Ly 7
v P 1t 4 )4)«19 2
< " n 6,16,19. 3
z " ! 1. 1
T 1 r l} ?23 o 3
Y 1 1" 8, 1
i " " 10,11 . 2
7 1 1 3))_,4 2
¥o.2 ; " 1,15, 7. l
AL " n 11 ?’ 3,8 . '
2B n " 1,1.,6,7. L
D " ! 1. 1
aXa) it n .
N 1’}_;, S,: ?: 8 ° S
Jotad i ! 1,2,3,k. L
It n n 1,3, (Donated 2 and Storer Eollece lot) 2
Jo " " 2, 2, (donated two lots fo Storer Collese)| 2
Xt i n 7,8, 13,1, "
L i " 1, L, ?
e n 1 3
Joist 1,2,l,5,6, 10,11,12, 1k, 9
Total e Offered 2L3 housd lots & 1l bldge Sold 9 houses and 80
Donsted 21 lots | inlRE9-70,.
Friends?|Ore Banl 1,600 acres sold in 1869 1
Syrres Ieland in Potomac Diver, 72 scres,sold in 1878 1
Of 2LB ifems sold for & 297,792.50, 82 items actually sold for & 17,911,368 82 |
[Sationz] |Arehives Fecord Crqup_ lio, 121, Public Buildirgs Service, Intry
0, 74 (2 vols,) Vol, IT, pH. 1-A0, donzted lots, £21-529,2nd 221,
: 62 purchasers for 82 iteme,
Sever ol these loifp vere not cgettled mntil 188E: These wers
wzgp; Lot 2?0, Six]lLcre Leservetion, end on Camp Hill,Block P, Lot Lj;
il - v 2 la ra 2. T TT T ; 3 -
flock iy Lote 2,12 pd 25 Block IL, Lots 13,1i; end Block 174, [Lob L.
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had epparently been sold at Harpers Ferry for the
793, + wntil July 1,1885, hovever, vould it have
been mosrible to calculate exactly what had been disposed of and whe

amdunt of money hed been collected. The evidence presented in this chepter
revezls that the actmal results of szle of 1869 were as follows:

Years Method Burers | Lots | House Amount Collected
186977 - [TRGT YT 27 35 3 $ 5,777.93
1% o5 nies X
|55 Dism | 2 2 o | 1,090.,00
1878 Ul 1 1 0 500,00  Bvrnes lslang

1876-85) Lbatement 3> . M“ ) 7 ’:ﬁ’@gz’% -

] GRAND TORAL . 65 - -8 10
7. &4 Final Day in Court, The Shencndosh Ferry Rishts,1878,

John ¥, licer and Company, on December 6,1869, had signed bonds
totalling € 1,790.,0C for the Xerry rights across the Shenendoah River
zt Herpers Ferry, 2 ferry lot in that town, and a 68 acre ferry lot wvith
two stone dwellings on it, the latter being located on the south shore
of the river, Neer ond Company took control of the ferry, and without
naving eny of their purchase money, ogeratq{d the ferry and utilized the
lote from 1869 until early 1878, On July 13,1878, George Neer, vho
wee the security for  John VW, Neer'!s bonds for the Shenandoah Ferry Dights,
rrote to Kenneth Rayner, the Sclicitor of the Trezcsury, arfl requested perrission
to return these bonds and have them cancelled, Tor reasons that are not

_ a b Penonrl
anparent in the MNational Archives records, lNeer's bonds wereqnot cancelled,

nG, Serte Iyectiive Doce Noe &, De 2-2, Serisl Numbher 1580; Shepardstovn fegister,
W,z,, June 8,1878, copy of nevspeper article in Nationsl Lrchives Necord Croup
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Cn August 16,1878, George W. Grzham, the Solicitor's agent at

Harpers Ferry submitted an application from Harriet Mo Neer, who had

‘purchased vacant lot No. 1, Block G. Shenandoah Street,, . which was located
LF ¥ upstream or west thereof

.. adjacent to the Shenandoah Ferry Lot
" in 1869 for & 150.00. Mrs. Neer had not pald her bonds and.was applying

gj;*to have the- prlce abated - In this letter she a2lso announced that.she had .
:,"3851gned all_her rlghts and tltle to thls Iot" to Mr. James M.,Meson. 31;Q«¢.,:

* The deadllne for flllng_fOr abatement under the terms of the Act of June lh, ;”:

"1878 was-August.lh 1878— hence Mrs Neer's letter, which was dated the 1Sth

A.“- o

was found to be 1nelmgible for abatement°

wrote to the »ollc1tor in September»1878 Stating‘l';

L James M, Mason,
coqued her 1nterest in Lot 1, Block G to him - |

thaﬁlﬁrs. Meer had #3E]

6n February 27,1878 and that he noWwished to. purbha sey}o be used in
. 32 _ TR
- w “ Yy 1t . .
_‘_Leengunct;oe_;lth' my Ferry @t Harp Lers Ferry 1, Block .
e e T
who -

! .
e T the eprlng of 1878 Janes M. Mason, of Charlestown, WoVau,

L

clalmed to own 1ands ad301n1ng the United States ferry across the Shenandoah

River at, Harpers Fe: ;_made appllcatlon to the Circuit Court of Jefferson

r County, W. Va., for
I!',

Uo.S.-Neer ferry; clalmlng that, nnder the laws of Vlrglnla and West Vlrvlnle,
"which declare that any disuse of a ferry franchise for two years dlscontlnue

o same," MESon.conceded that the United Stotes had purchased the ferry

rlghts in 1813 and utilized them under lease arrﬂq§ements mtil 184L

iscdnse to establlcb a-ferrv alono81de of the the N

vhen a H0ll bridge was completed across the rlver.A rom 18l to'186I,

when the Confederates burn the bridge, lason argued, the United States

had failed to operate its ferry, Applying the State law to this case,

the Circuit Court of Jefferson County accepted Mason's arguement and

q1. National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 78, Tray No. 1, , - :

22, Ibid.
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. declared that the U.,S ,Govemmen‘b—l\feer ferry ®as not a legaI one, .

Attorney James D. Eutt, of Harper's Ferry and actlnsr zs an agent for
the C-overnment, and General N. Goff, Jr., Undted States District A.ttomey

for West Vlrolnla:, made appllcatlon to Judge Jackson of the%U S. L a2

B:Lstrlct Cour‘& for West Vu‘glm.a, at Wheelj_ng, for an 1n3unct10n 'bo

restra:m Mason from opéziéﬁing hlS ferry under the County Cour‘b

,.\,‘ i
Sl

! 11:, could stlll 11; wavs not

i

: : for twenty years; hence fhe Unlted States had no ferry to sell in 1869 : :

[ B " and also that the. Federal Court could not mteref‘ere m_th the gudgement 07 :

1' S of the Countv €our'b under which Mason clalmed to run h:LS *’erry, TR ,{ %
Judge Jackson overruled the obJec‘b:Lons raised by Mason and Lur-as z

- A-and dec:Lded that the. U.S Government could buy any scr’irt of property When',,-;-
g thev neeaed its H that Whem purchased for a conqtltutlonal purpose the State

.1aws could not affect _t, and that non—=use could not be get m agamst the
5 was thus

“h

""-f_Un1+ed Statesa . The :Ln;nmctlon requested by the Cﬁ:’S Attom

} LT
M el -

SCEgO

Ceamtea, 0

[
e

33, Shepardstown Register, W.Va., June 8,1876, in Netional Archives ReGe 153, . . .
Box Ll. Tt was not arguedin court, but the Act of Congress of August 1,18L2,
which granted the Shenandoaln Bridge Company the right to construct a toll

bridge across the Shenendoah, was granted on condition that "all agents,
servants{slaves], and property in the service of or belonging to the United

States shall pass and be transported free of toll," This same reservation had -

be made from 1813-to 1BLL, when the U.S. leased out the operation of the ferry

under contract. It would appear therefore that the U.S. was exercising its
during the operation of the bridge, 18L14=1861s 74a (/S

ferry rlo'hts
;fgg 4 SAcran SmR B aye Can daney Unilint Tcrusosiar, ,us? M

1571 /86T,
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: . for | o - '
The deed q,’the Ferry nghts, 1nd1cates that the U S, Attorney

-~ - ~

Nathan- Goff had taken John W. Neer and Company into the U. S Court
in 1878 in order to oppose James M. Mason s clalms to the ferry rights.

O

Follow1ng thlS v1ctory 1n court, in which Hnlted States rlghts to the

'ferry were-, cleared Neer s bonds were. cancelled and actlng under order““"“f‘

PO Bl

acre ferry lotron the south.31de of the rlver, and the ferry lot on—tHe

“as,

north 5166 In.Harpers Ferry’were offered for saIe at publlc auctlon CIL.

— February*l& 1880 by Attorney Goff The ngh bldder, at $ 605 OO was -
- : 34

Josnua Cavalrer, who recelved bls deed For thls property"on May 22 1880

TEi. Aeie LS

Lot I Block G., Shenandoah Street . i‘ff; ;j;~a, 'n o fl;’j“-h

- As has been several tlmes noted Hrs. Har rlet M; Neer, whose

request for an abatement of the price of $ 150 she b1d on Lot 1, Bloc& G
: ~.Was rejected by the U.S. in 1878,
Shenandoahlstreet, assrgned her rlsnts to James M. 1ason, ferry

- operater-on.: rebruary 27, 1878 When he. lost hlS case in court9

Ahe no longer need d’Mrs. Neer s clalm, and Lot 1, Block G, JUSt:
{stood there.and ‘Was not offered at. sale in 1880 or. 1884 . Inj1886
‘:James D. Buttég tﬁe Harpers rer*y attorney Who had a531sted Goff'ln o
the 1878 ferry right case, obtarned u%, &eer s 1878 abatement request ‘
to lot 1, Block G from the lady and offered to buy the property from
the United States. Anparentiy deciding that some money was better than

none, the Secretary of War fimallv abated the price of Lot 1, by reducing
it from 3 150 to $ 118.00,which Butt paid on April 17,1886, 35
34, Beed of B. &. S, Special Commissioner Goff, for U.,5. to Cavalie“,
May 22,1880, Deed Book , P. » Jefferson County Court House,
Charles Town, W. Va., John W. Neer's 1869 bid for the ferry rights had
been $§ 1,700.00,
35. Deed”ova &, S., U.S. to James D. Butt, April 17,1886, Deed Book P,
PP .2 » 226-229. The deed traces the abatement back to the 1878
claim of Mrs. Neer.
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TIE MAY %1}8 SATE OF PUSLIC LMDE AT HIDPFRIS FEDOV

L. Plonning for ancther Szle 17782301
L
t

Ledan ()

~fter about one and one-half yeares of effort, the Solicitor

of the Treasury, Kenneth Raymer, assisted by the U.S. District
Attorney for West Virginia, N. Goff, Jr, had been able to clear
the title to 150 items that had originally been "sold" at the
1869 s2le. The Act of June 1L, 1878, section 3, authorized the

Solicitor to offer for sale all such lots that had their titles
properly cleared . Section i also authorized him to leace any of
Government property for any term of years," if he deemed it

i 4,\;;j:;?; expedient," 1
Lcgordingly, Solicitor Payner decidad to offer 176 items,
including (1rthe water power of the Potomzc; (2) the water pover of
the Shenardoah;( 3) the timber rights on 1,395 acres of land,
and (L) Iﬂﬁﬁbuilding lots with seven buildings standing on them,

Tne sale was to be held at Harpers Ferry, W, Va,, on May 25,1680

at 1: p.il. Under the terms of the sale all purchases under & 50,00
had to be pzid for in cash end vurchases excee ¢ that sum had. to

pay one=third of that amount in cash and the balance in one and two
vears with 6% interest, with 2 lien being reserved on the nroperty

to secnre payment of the notes, Purchasers could paid 211 in cash

if they chose, but the settlements has to be made in ten dars.

There was %0 be no easy credit and obtainine control of pronert:
2

vithout putting dovm any money, as hed been the case in 1869, 52
(For the 123 offered for sale in 1880, see Chart Yo. 11, p.

The Solicitor 81£méé%‘ under his control in 1680 22 2dditional lots,

See Chart No, 12, ? that he offered only for leaz=e znd not for sale in

1880.) "

US, Statuesat Iarce, Vol, 70, 130-131, SEC/APRCAdix 12 72

reasuryv, rur in

2." Innourcerent," hy Keuneth Zayner, Solititorof the T

nevepepers Along the rast coast in early 1880, lstional Archives TG,
I

120, Fntry 75, Trar 2,
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Lots offered for Sale at lsrmer's Ferrv, Moy 25,1880
- T x R =
H £
Blozk | Are= Ints N?;Si
adl ¥
¥ FShenendodn Street- 1, with brick house, No. 2 vacant. 2
7 & | Shen2rdogh " Lots No. 2, 3,znd L, vacant 3
4 Shenandos[z " Lots Mo. 1,2,3,L,5,6 vacant 6
I Sherendoan Street Lots No. 1,2,3,4,5, vacant 5
North of BhenandosH St. No. 1,stone house, 2,stone house, 3,h,5; 7851 7. .

Jager Lol 27- Six Ac

re Reservation- Lot with stone house

H Camp Filll Lot Nos 7

I Cemp Hilll Lot Noo L, 13

J Camp Hill] Lots No. 6, 10, 11. 12, 13 5
L Camp Hill Lots ¥o. 5, 6. 2
I} Camp Hilll Lots No. 3, &, °
0 Corm Hilll Lot No. 9% 1
P Camp Hill] Lot No. 6, 1, 16, 3
Q Cemp Hilll Lot Nos. 1,2,3,l1,5,8,15, 17, 18, 20, 10
R Givr, 5i1]] Lot Nose 1, 2, 3, Ly 5, 6, 7y 8o 8
3 Carp Hild| Lots No. 2,3,1,,5,6. 3
™ Cerp D231 Tot No. Lo 1
U I Tots Yo. L ard L. 2
v Lots Yo, 1,2,2,L,5, 5
Mo P Lose Mo, X znd 5, P
Ak Cemp Hill Lots No. Ii,5,60 3
B3 Camp Hil)l Lots Mo, 2, 3o 2
e Carm 321 Lots YNo. 1 and 3, 2
o Carp H 120 Lots lo. 2, 3, Ly 6, L
LE Comp 1Al Lots Yoe 1+ and 26 ?
TP Comp Fi1l] Tots No. 2,3,1,5,6,7. &
oled Carm 11411 Lots No. 3 and 6, 2
Hu Carp Ei1l| Lots Noe 6,7,8. 2
J Crmm 71313 Lots Moo 1, 1,5,6,7,8,10,11,1h, 9
KX Carp Eilll ZIots No. 1,72,3,L, Ly
IL Ca mo Filh Lots No. 2,3,5.6,7,8,9,10,11, 12, 10
141 Cerp Hilfk Lots No. 3, 7, 9. 3




« The law 25’788 0 Sele:
Solicitor Kenr=th Rarner attended the sqle eh, Herperls lerry in
Secretary of the reasury -
person and reported to the ... .7 . on January 23,1882:

"Accordingly, on the 25th of l2y, 1880, under the authority of the
special [1878] and generzl law, respeciively, I offered for sale by public

zuction at Harper's Ferry, the lots prevously quit-claimed to the United
States, 12 in number{ he had created an additional lot, cegyed out of
the Musket Factory tract, vhich was located on Potomac Street and known

as the "Bluff Lot."] 25 also two pieces of water-powe_r previously acquired -

Jas o sl
in payment of [F.C. Adams'] debt. The proposed sale was advertised for three
rovided by law in severzl newspepers published in the vicinity,
period in the principal newspapers in the great manufacturing

months zg pro
es

and for a less
and cormericzl centers of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh,
end Cincinnat

c i3 as also by hand-bills distributed and displayed a2t about
10C post-offices in the zdjacent and neighboring States. I should say

that notwithstanding this general and extensive advertisement, no irnguiry was
received at this offfce, either verbally or in writing, indicating any

re to be informed as to the volume, capacity, or adaptability of the

eC

o
D
m
}_J-
H

Va+er-power, with 2 ~lew to & purchase of the property.
YAt the time appointed, I attended the szle in person. The lots were

cried off in the ordexr ther =z ared in the primted catalovue distributed
v npe p
.k H

realizing the sum cf

arong the crowd present, and 81 vere sold,,ﬂ
1, 6Lk .00, leaving li3 unsold; subject to further action under the special

acte The fotomac vater-pover property was zlso offered, but only one bid

of & 10,000 ves received therefor. This was considered so disproportioned

1e, 5 7

to the great velue of the property that the same was withdrawvn from sale.

Before proceeding to the place of sale I had a conference with the Secretary

of the Irezsury, as the szle was subject to his approvel under the provisions
V’ ,

of law in regard to the reservation of a bid on the part of the United Stetes,

in order to prevent an undue
thig conference that the szme[ Potomse v eter s 'f pov: ‘er] should r iAi to

the government not less then & 50,000, No offer being mede for the

acrifice of the property. It was determined 2%
3

Shenzrdozh water-powver, it was not put up for sa2les....

" In addition to the »roperty elreadv mentioned, there are 22 town lots

belonging to the United Stetes, which were not quit-clzined to the government
under the provisions of the act of 1878, and like the water-rover property,

did rot become subject to saele under that act. There is no =zuthority of

to sell these 1ots° As in the czse f the water-powver ‘--r,_'i
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"very bad rerzir, These tvo I have rented for a emsll monthly or cuarterly

rert U

". In regard to the water-pover rroperty, I have had no opportunity to

-

o
Lease the came. There pzs been some correspondence vith parties concerning a

project of this sort, but it embraced no substanfiial offer worthy of consideration.

o My

Indged, I doubt whether it is peodicable to lease the property to the advaniige

of the government,...o!
After diccussing hov the former great industriel plant of the Armory,
"ith its substantial dams, cenals, rvins of buildings and machinery had been ;

liing ebandoned for 20 yeesrs, the Solicitor turned to the Shenandoah plant,

cormenting:
" The water-power of the Shenando eh,as constructed and used in early

_,es[1810-61], is now of little value, beczuse of the chences in the river-bed,
made from time to time by devastating floods {in 1870 and 1877}, so memorable

in the region, and of the almost # certain profpect of{;v-frequent overflow,",, 1
; -
S

"For two decades this whole property, on both rivers, has been going 1
destruction by the fi 1ling up of the cznzals or race=rays, through floods in the

river principally; but bty the continuous disintegration of the dems; by the loss

of material through the depeedation of trespessers; and by the rust end decay
coneafuert uron the exposure to the weather There would accordingly seem to be

no reacon on the part of the governmmernt to hold the property for better prices,

but every reason to part with for any reasonable sum that may be offered...! 23

3. nQ111+c of -an ']RRO Sal;:
-Ne aesas Irsued o these items, show that 7l house lots and four houses
2 total of § 3,978,00, In addition the 1,395
w0 tracts, one of 512

to two parties for a grend

were sold on May 25,1860 for
5/€ eacre timber righis property wze subdivided into
acres and the other of 882 acres, which vere sold

560.00. Total proceeds of Mey 25,1880 sale were thus 75,fhff;;~ oL

total of $
1,538 ,00. b The records also

items sold to 27 purchasers for = total of &
1881, the Solicitor cold five

indicate that zfter this date, and probably in
120.00, ~

~

edditional house lots to four purchssers for a total of

ive lots were: Cemp Hill: Block P, Lots 6 and 13 Block G, Lot 8,
JZ, Lots 7 znd £, see Solicitor!s finsl report éo* the sale of Lav ?5,
October 29,1685, in House of Eenresentatives! Yxecutive DOﬂhmnnts

h C

e
longres 1st “essior : ; 7
» Congress, 1st “essTon, 1005-80, o, erizl Le, 7387,00c, 20,0p.090-291,

T . s . < N
3o Ko heyner, Sclicitor of the Treasury, to Cherles J. Folger, Secretary of the
7 - ) Te

Treesury, January £3,1862, in Hous enresenteatives Lycecutive D T‘omme:rts,

v

Vol. 19, Serinl No, 2077, Doeurment Lo, 6 s PP. 2~ 5,
Lo liationzl Archives “ecorc Group No. 171, Public tuildings Service, Intry 58-
"“arrerty Jeeds %o Lancs Conveyed by the Ordnance Lepsrtm ent, 1883—10'7, Vol, I7T,
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With this adde@ to the May 25,1880 sale, the final results by
- January 23,1882, stood as followss:

Year Buyers [ ‘Lots [ Houses Amount Paid

L s SR

s (e | - 12000 =

1880
< fissr Tl

v, -

o | Total's a0 o0 v AR o
o 1880 ' = _}4’: . 560 00 'T'mber I'lglt S, 2 '@'E:C'F

; w«‘ -;}w
-,dated October 29 1885; also glves the final total For the 1880-81
Salns as $ h 658.00 ‘ 3"; 51' . _‘_ - .

e 2 - . P b

It The Sollc1tor’s Flnal Reporﬁlto the AttorneV'GreneraI on the-Mgr‘25;1886

» T Chart No. 12 alSO‘ShOWS 26 lots that»we _re offered for lease,
”&:i i}- but notAfale, in 1880. fff‘ """ : -

7

6o Ibid., fep, byecutive Doce 20, p,291, Serial No, 2387,




T THE SALIF QF U.S,

PUBLIC LsNDS AT HARPIR'S FERTY,

TIA, O MAY 25, 1880, and for Five Lots sold in 1881

CHART IO, 12

Bl ock: Lrea \ No, of - loi® sold Mo,
= eold
F | ehenandosh Street| 1,24 2
G n 1§ ?’3) L’,o 3
i " " 1,2,3,h,5, 6 6
I " " 1,2,3,h, Ly
B n " (Ho. 2 for lease only) 0
Lot Jorth of Shenandoak 1.2.3,), 7.8, (Mo. 6 for lease only) 6
Street T3S 0 ;
HWegdr Lots,b-2cre “es 27 (Lot 18 éJGZQ;_Zghauses.for lease onlv) 1
I Cormp Hill 1,13 {Lot 10 for lease onlv) 2
L 1 11 S’ 6. ?
"-ﬁ L] f 3, 8. 2
0 1 " % . 1
P n " 6,1L, 18, (Lots No. 8 and 10 for lease only) 3
& " ! 0 ( Lot b, Block l,not =olfi) 1
B 1 1 h‘ 1
S " " 6. 1
m 1 " )—,'-o 1
v 1 4 __};c‘ 1
LA n n L,5, 6o (Lots 7,9, and 10 for lezce only), 3
BB n i (1ots 5,8,9,10 for lezse only). 0
cc n n 1, 2. (Lot No, 2 for lesse onlw), 2
DD | " " 2,3, fe  (Lots No, L. 2nd § for lease onlv) 3
T " “ "1, 2, (3 and L for lease only) 2
133 " " 2:3: )—rz/: 6 7:’ 5
GG " " 2, 6, ( Lt Mo, 2 for lease only), 2
:‘,1“{ H 1 6,7,57;0 3
JJ v " 1, L, 5,6,7,8,10,11,1h( 12 and 13 for lesse,) 9
A " * 1,3, (5, 9,10,11, 12 for lesse orly)iipit 2) 3
L | v n 2,3, 5, 6, 12.(13 and 1l not sold) B
ot " " 3, 7, 9, Plus "Bluff Lot,fotomsc Street{ L not )k v
Totall: 123 house lots |and |j houses offered,1880: Sold L houses snd | N
Iémer rights on 1, 2G5 5.8%h acres Richts on 512 acreS-memmc e 2
in opne lot, thic &7 3ed into tro lots Biohts on BF3 Boresmm— oo T
Totpl, 1680-E1: 81 dftems foar ¢ ,658,vith ' houses, ¢36Q for timbher 51
rvgh+s and § 1.,J098,C0 Ffor 79 houqe lots and i houszes, 30 buyers,
rlus ?5 lote vnder U.S. control for lesse onlw:
Natipnel Lrchvives feqord Group 171, Punlic Fuildings Service, Intry 58,
" visrrenty Deeds_to Lepd Conveverd b the drdrence Densriment. 1630-1927, 1
(L vols )" Vol. I1T, h.555, zhd 559 to 593, : ’ 2
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’T‘urnlnc Cases over to the U.S, DlS‘[’I‘lC‘t Attorney -

for West Virginia, 1880-1881:

sold

In. 1880 a fte'r' havzang abated and cmcelled bonds for

A

a total.

T \; of ]@2% 1tems, there s‘b:LZL'L remalned a number of purchasers who had
fa'r 1ed to verbher abate theu' lots or cemcel#’ their bonds° ‘he .

‘.Sollcrtor of the Trea<ur§r refered
3721~
e,

to N; bef %
R

=

peo*‘le "to' pa‘

s

S,

- Dlstrlct Attoraev for West Vlrcrlrla, at dheeL_ng, o

uhe bonds and notes of. t’hpse i;;aeop]fe

. for actlon in the EQS, Dist trict Coum'v for West Virginia, to force the
rei;um the» tit_le for the

roper ty to the Unlted o

=5 <" CHART NO, -
. Ul-dlb r o i f -
Purchaser Lot Blocb Location ¢ P.marks
,j'gé“&oi; -'isird—j@i;oo 13| 1 | camp Hill | Not cleived
P S . v | ins188L. -

%:" T Tl ,‘_.. 200, ‘ii ‘—;V"“ " T abated for
e Jey 12 ’1880 o F -] $10.00in1885
P R N not cleared i3

: % May 12 1880 oorJames H, -Boden-$60.,00 8. - n n 188L, -
00 2 T " n | not cleared ir

|- Ellen ¥, Brittain- 12

1884

abated for

T g SeSa [$755000 in 186
- ~ - ‘Vq“Fﬂ
Caspar Hutzen@ 130400 15 KK | Camp Hill | Abated for
$£20,00 in 1885
¢ A . Not settled
_;;)Z May 12,1880 Samuel Irbey -$°.Lr2.,00 8 0 " " in 188l.
8 - - Not s d i
. March 23,1881 4Mathan Johnson =$ 16,00| 12 X " " o;BBﬁftle i
9. Mey 12,1880 [Fllen King -5 148.00°- | 2 | Nou2| " "  |not settled in
3 . ang .
2 : 2] oo | n - in 188L,
10, May 12,1880 P.H, Strode $ 110,00 ~11l ¢ Shenandoah
A heirg of Edward Lucas Jr'.LO b 6 v Street
130 March 23,1881 John H. Martine-270.04 $ 2| 97 camp HiTY abated to 80,0(
Bt g a0 T in 1885,
2. Nay 12,1880 John G. Mitchell 150.00 1L|XK noon Ab;ggg to 20.0(
__n
P Moy 12,1880 rohn Ca Storm 46,00 81 P n n ?ggl cleared in

7




~ 7/
,; igf‘
rusom 1w JH
Dzte of Action~ | Purchaser-2Eid Lot Black Locatiorn Femarks,
T 1 (None ) JJobinson Straver- 61.G0 7 J Carp Hill | Not offered for
szl Zn 1A8L,
15 March 23,1881 James Weever =?50,00 6 | XK u n Kot cleared in

188l

M " - abates & pays
| 20,00 in 1885,

<

16, Moy 12,1880 Joseph Te Young-100,04 L |!
A

osers * Vzlue: $L,O?l,0é 20 lotse (3l) &

.

16 purc

i
had, or could have had, the effect of inducing <cix people to bargein with
= * s

the Secretary of ¥Wor in 1685 =nd purchase their {7 lot o
TE = - S e s .,

-

Ao liztion2l Lrchives
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CHARRER V

TUE OCTOBER 22,1886 Szle of PUBLIC I0TS AT HARPERIS FERPY
VIST VINCINIA, AND 1885 ACTIONS.

1." Prep &ring for the 188l Sale, 1882-8::

#, s,
B Jenuery 1682, thef -+ Secretery of the é.“';h ~Treasury
v o 2 f‘(‘wﬂ, < v 3

the Secretary of Var, and the Solicitor of the Treasury were convineed
+hat becezuse of vezct changes that hed occurred in indusirial techonology

cince 1841 znd =lso because of 20 years of complete neglect, the vater
1

mover facilities at Harper's Te*‘*’v could no longer be sold at high prices,
They believed that Congress should be informed of this problem and that

a lew should be pescsed which would authorize the water power righte to

-

sold 2t lower and more realistic prices,.

Congress tcok action on the matter and after studying the question

directed,” the Solicitor of the lreasury, " to meke sale of all the real

nd riparian rights now owhed by the Government of the United States

rle Ferry,... such szle to be at public auction, without reservation,
cec to thz highest bidder..... Provided , that the property shall not be
cold for less sum than twenty thousand dollars,' The last being z large
roduction from the § 206,000 bid for these water rights in 1869.

i the act directzd that at least one-third of the purchas
mede had to be peid in ca gh, =nd the credit portion was to bear interest at
the rate of eix percent per arnum, Afier making their cash paymente, the
vrehasers were "to be let into possession of the premises so purchased" but
to receive their deeds until they completed their final

o]
PO ot

1. Letter from tre Secretary of the Treazsury in repsonse to a resolution

of the licuze of the 16th instent(1882], relstive to the szle or lease

of certain rezl estzie erd ‘riperien rights at Harper's Ferry, W.Va,, detead
Januar 27,1082 with o ther letters, in House of IGDTSSGLatheq Ixechtive
Documents, L7th Concress, 1lst Session, Vol., 19, Serisl Lo, ¢UZ7, -0Ce LO. 60,

5 pagese.

5, UsSo Statiies L4 Lorge, Vol, 22, 7,60, 9¢C P93, APros fog
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Under the terms of the sale of Cctober 72,188lL, 211 purchases under

" § 100,00 had to be made in cash , over that sum, one-third in.cash,

one third in one year, end one-third in two years,

2. _The October 02,168L Szle:
=CTOrGNgLy, on wctover 22,188lL, at 1 pem., 76 items, including 7l

%ouqe lote with two houses, and the water power of the Potcmac and Shenendozh
Eivers were offered at public auction at Harper'®s Ferry,(See Cliart No. é@&ﬂ
for the 76 items off_ered), 5,
Seventy~-five items, including the wazter power of both rivers, and
73 house lois and 2 houses w ere sold foy a grand total of $ 32,325,76~

o L -~ ;
to 28 purchasers, (See Chert No. g5 for thel -’ items sold).

The meoney was paid as follows:

T 3 =
Buvers Lots Houses Amount paid,
27 73 2 & 6,115,00
1 TVater Power Potomac25i300400™
’ . 1 Water power of : Thomas H,Savery
Sherjandoch —=—mmemen §10,00
i
- Total 28 75 2 J ¢ 32,325.76
- Deeds yere issued 2s follove:
£2r _ To Purchasers Tor lots .
. .
85l 18 12 - Cash .
1885 2 2 ‘
1R86: 8 20
1887 il 1 o
o=l <7 [ B
£1] paid the srounts due in accordance with the terms of the sz2le
I T .
and the lzst deedbﬂfor the water power of the Potomec, was issued on
L,‘
Lpril 12,1887, )

3. MNational Archives hecord Group 121, Entry 75, Trev 2= adveristment for the

-
581 sale,

'y Notiensl Archives Record Group No. 121, Public Buildings Service, Intry No.
70 "records of Iederal Lend sold 2t asuction on Oct,.?2,188L-Szles of “”*pe“‘c
Terry Lote," one volumes, 4lco R.G, 121, Intry 58-M"rrrenty Teeds to Land

upfvpvpd by ’the Orérance Lapartment, 7u;0—79°7 " I, pp. 596-676; and

final’ report of the Solici*bp of the ireasvry for tha October 22,188l sale,

dated October 29,1885, in House of .~ { Beprecestetives fveentive Ieports
Volo, 20, | 9th Congrees, lst Session, 168586, Serizl No, 23073 ec. 7, Part S
tzges 292=0092,
T N A1 Totorr 28 Wagmandtar Tapdae YAl T7T7T 1 A2),



[gal

ots Offered for Sale 2t Horpert's Ferry, Cctober 22,188

)

7/

L, 1 pame_

AdverTient, Nati
Wearentybeeds and
Herperts Ferry, Y

onzl Archives Hecord Group No, 121, Entryv 75-
Correspondence§ 1796-188L, for Publi

2e"y Tray Noo

¢ Lands =t -

[ Blocy Lreg Yoo of the lots offered ’No. '
offered
D Shenandosh Street Lot Moo 2, brick house e 1
I n 1 5 e il
Lots N¢rth of ¥ v 5 and be 2
Wagzer Lotc—b-zcre Fes, 18, with brick house o{ Lot 20 not offered) 1
b Camp Hill 7 o 1
I " I 10 = 1
J 1 " 6, 10,115 12, 13, (Lot 7 not offered) 5
P " " 10 e (L and 8 not offered)., 1
< " ! 1, 2,25, 15, 17, 18, 20. 9
= " " 1,2,3,5,6, 7, 8, 7
5 " G 2,3,1,, L
U it it 1, 3. 2
v n i 1,2,3,L,5, ( lot 6 not offered). 5
uOo? 1t il 2, 3, ° 3
AL u u 7, 94 10, 3
3B " " 2;3:5: 8;9rl~'° - 6
cC 1! ! 2, Lo 2
D3 1 M L, S, >
EE " " 3. 1
IT fn 1 l’ 8° ?
B n " ~,»? 50 l
JJ 1 n 9, 12, 13 (2 and 3 not offered), 3
o4 " i 2,5,9,10,11,12 (6, 13, 1 not offered). 6
1L n n 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 5
130 n n (Lots L,6,13 not offered) 0
7L 1ote and 2 hopises offered for sale: 7L
__fater pover of the Potorpc River and 72 acres, Musket Factory grounds 1
Viater |[power of Shenandog h River, 13 acres, Rifle Factory grounds 1
TOTLL, 76 items
76




LOTS SO0 AT THUT SAIE OF U.S, PUBLIC LLMD AT HERPER'T FEREY,

'TRCINTL, OH OCTOBER 22 ,188L

CHLRT XO, 15"

[ Block Lrea Mo, of the lots sold T‘O
old
3 Shenandoah Street Ce 1
C n n (Lot 11- not sold) ' 0
G " " (Lot 1= not sold ) 0
Fer n ne ferr rights ,68 acres of land
TOtry * ( & Yo Boused ou£§ side of 0
=~ henandoah Bol sol
I fn 1 De 1
Lots Moxth of ™ " 5, 6. 2
_ - . U €
Verer |6 Acre Reservation 18, (Lot No, 23, 0% sola1518°7)§ . wgﬁgj 1
3 Carmp Hill Te 1
T ! f 10 1
J n n 6, 10,11,12,13, (Lot 7 not scld) 5
0 y u (Lot 8 not sold) o]
D 1 n 10, ( Lot 8 not sol )( L eold in 1885) 1
K n n (1ot 11, no record of being sold) 0
Q. " n 1,2,3,k,5, 15, 17,18, 20, °
& " " 1,752,755,6,75 8o 7
S " " 2,2,11,5. L
U n " 135 2, (Lot ? not sold). “2 L
v " " 1,2,3,L,50 (Lot 6 not sold) 5
A " " (Lot 1?2 not sold),. 0
No. 2 n n 3, 6. (1ot ? not sold). ?
LA " " 7, 9, 10, 3
B3 n E >3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 6
€C n 1 2’ " )
T3 § 7 I, <. 2
jad 1 1 e 1
FF n B 1, 8. 2
CG " "o ( Lot 2 not sold). 0
HH " " Ca (Block JJ, 2, 3 =n1d in 18R5) 1
JJ i n 9, 12, 13, (Elock ¥¥, 13,1L,kold 1885> 3
K¥ " i 2, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, (Lot 6 =0ld in 1002,. 6
LL ! " 7,8, 9, 10, L& S R L ~44': 5
MM " " (L s014,1885 Lots 8 and 13 not sold), 0
75 io;°; lots né 2 houges cffered: o Sold 2 houses and 73
I oter nojer of the Potomzq, with 72 acres of 1and.secosscosesesacasssnsse 1
“zier Foler of the Snensndozh Diver vith 13 acres Of 12Nndessssccvsoenscos L
Crla TYLLL @ 5 Items dold for ¢ J2,575.(0e ¢ 115 for 7 ts 7C
llo hous Tots stZil not =d14 in 18%5: ’73514 to ?36 chﬁzéewfo 3 lots e
2tiorel Archives fecord Gevp 121, Public Zuildings Service, Entry 58,
zrrently Deeds to Land Cqriveved by the Ordnence ﬁe partment, 1870—10/7 "
(L vols ): Vol. IIT, pp.596|to 6 6, N
LAleg T CH 171, Entrv Moy, 7P- "hnﬂordc of Tedersl Land Sold at .~.--. ¢ Auction
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;gé The 1885 sale; @ighi Lotss
3

At the close of ithe October 22 188h, the United States had still
not disposed of 23 house ;;glpts and one dwelting house. BEtween .

JanLary z& and Juna 6, 1885, tno Secratary of War, as has been noted

“4'*; was able to sell seven more 1ots to sxx of the 1869-bmdaers bv'

"Laba:bmg the total bid frem § 2,735 00 to $ oo;.Oon The fo_low:Lng
f—lots were 1nc1uded 1n the ;DBS sales' ‘Uager Lot 20 with a dwelllng 1n f

- the Wéger Slx Acre Pescrwaulon, and on Camp Hlll, Block P, Lot k3

'Because these prlces were abated and all buyer< ﬁurchased the same lots

J ;’7:.they had bid on in 1869. Thls Urougéabf lo‘bq and thelr proceeds have’

20 é an :“ucas helr "bs Hauwb& iD0.00bdn vacant Lot 11,

Block C, Shenandoah Str »t , in 1869 and paid nothing for the -

5L'property, to court and ‘as able to clear the title; Cn December 16 f~5¥?-

. 1885 James McGraw purwxasec Lot 11 from the United States for $ 31. OO

7f¥ ] :-”~Anally, on AprlI 17,1886, the Secretary of War abated the

"~ price of § 150 bid on Lot 1, Block G. Shenandoah Street, to § 118.00
: 7
and this lot was purchas * at the abated figure by James%% D. Butt.

This left Teft 15 U.S. 'ots, one with a house on it, undisposed of

on December 21,1886,

5. National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 76,"Deeds from the United
States, Harperds Ferry, Ordnence uepartmért v IT, follo"ﬂng page 60,

The deeds for these seven Jots have been LOGG°1Y inserted in this bolume
for the December 1869 sale .

6., Deed of B, &. S., Decer. - 15,1885, S5pecial Commiszsioner Zcr U.3.
Court to HcGraw, Deed _dc. ., _ 54. Tae Sclicitor of the Treasury hag
N 1 s : £ i 1.5
7. Deed Book P, pp.226-2273. tur.. the case of Lot 11,Block C,over to
the U.3. District Attormey to clear the

title in 1350-ol.

. : 5
7% Block JJ, Tots 2 and 33 Block §§ KK, Lots 13 and 1l and Block 18, Lot Lo



CHAPTER VI

SUrIRY, THZ LLND DISPOSAL PROGEAM AT THE U.LS. LRMORY

AT HARPERIS FERDY, VEST VIRGINIA, 1852 to 1885:

On June 23,1885, just 89Ayears end eight days from the date
vhen the United Stetes Covernment had purchased the first tract of
land for the purpose of establhshing a nationsl armory at Harper's Ferry,
the Solicitor of the Treasury end the Secretary of War succeeded in
dicposing of the last batch of Armory lend 2% that town, From the fall
of 179§ when the first smzll group of armorers had arrived =zt the tiny
settlerment ot Harper's Ferry,'until Lpril 15,1661, vwhen Confederate troops

from Virginia gseized the Lrmory, the economic growth, industrial development,

and rrosperity of the town hed been almost &ntirely dspendent on the
operatiors of the National Armory. Employed in the armory worlshops

were between 200 to LOO men annually,

The Confederate destrvction of the UL, Armory at Harper's Perry end
- - b
removal of most of thed ." mechinery, ?Uune L8 1861, proved to be

e nearly fatz_1 blow to the economic future of the town ‘e For zlmost 25

years, from 1861 to 1886, the chief industrial as ssetS of Horperds Ferry,
ﬁvwwﬁ‘ 0 )
r of the Potomzc and Shenandozh Rivers, with an extensive

the water
factories,
svsten of dems, cengls, ruined w.: . . and abandoned machinery lay

ovr

v
V]

idle beyend the control of man, while tvo sreat floods increased the

destruction that ha_gd been vwrought by war, the action of time, and the

deredrations of men » For _twentv-five years, the econov%?uwM_developmept

of the tovn of Herper's Ferry stood z2lmost complately 7 qu,;a __peralyzed
vefore the water vheels began to turn againe
Tor sivteen of those °5 vezrs, the suspended industrial developrient
zrpeare to have been due to two factor g: first, to @ carelessly written
lew, the hct of December 15,1868, which permitted th perty of the
United Ststes  to be s21d on credit only req1i32f¥ no cesh down payTiEnY

1. During thie period on the Faltimore and Ohio Feilroad end 2 small
industria l reoevolocment on the Island of Vireiniue offered erployment
to the former hrmormyrorkers, The ﬁ“duc+TV'on Virginivs was 2lco
severell: darnaced in’ the floods of 1870 end 1877,

A Rerdrome o 178l e A Nmevto e JPzes Tl 1 retalde SPLAT o€ vonist 7‘?’&-’-} A
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nropert
enc alloved the " purchaser" to tak 4 ] x“”p“"y‘
né loved th chiaser? £ e control of the ¢ 3.

T o5, M T3, "The secondl factor vas 2 smal

N B " -

et

|

- — e o -, -

group of unscrupulous speculators headed by Irancis C. Ader s, vho took
3
full adventege of the easy credit terms, and =t little or no cost to themselves,

obteined comgb}ete control of the chief industrial assests of Harper's Ferry,

not for the nurpose of rebuilding the water power, but of using the property
to highjock the Faltimore 2nd Ohio FPailroad Company,
ihe erparent success of the great 1869 sile of public nropertr-

the dirsnosal of some 2LC Zimas for & 297,792.50 “urned nut +o be a
%

- —~ N ™
complete 1llusion. The "=ital States Covernment y. .« the purchasers,
thot reguired
and tho town of Harpers Terry were plunged into a2 legal morrasiafive veors

of zetion in the US. Courts (1872-1876) and two acts of Congress { 1878 and

) tc extract thermyselves frome By the téme vhen the United Stetes was

recell
able to < .o° the water powver of the Potomac and Sherando - S S

B
C"
e}
1

lorizs]l chonres 4n dnduostrial
logics ! CRSTri

+

vho intenced %o actmzlliy develop it, +echno

C

gery hed caused the golden age of water powver tofi}ggg‘ﬁ P2ES | Tnoustry vas

to revive at Harperls Ferry,but never again on the scale that had exicted prior
to 1561, Because of flood damages, the mille on the Islend of Virginus

closed dom forever in 1889 , Bu* the Shenandoah Wood Pulp Mill, locested on

the lover K 21, or U.S, Rifle Fectory, Island, was erected in 1887 and

continmied to opsrzie unti

! ul
. e - 1
to furction until sbout 1512,
The land dispos3l programs of the U,S, Armory at Hzrperds Ferry,
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.'fSALE OF PUBLIC I§ OF‘THE’U=S.ARNOPI'AT HAPPER‘S FERRY, VIRGINIA
- - 1852 to 1885 . _ - S o

- Yea r Purchasers ‘Iots - | Houses | Amount Payments Conmleteg
- - . . o Gt $ 56 227 l'3 (1852"1868) rgj‘
S| ¢1869-1880) = [k

R UL} :
7 1869-70,

R 1BEG %

|- | assro}
,188)-5,-.
1685

s s e ot e e

. Subtotal | |- JEDR -

=2 b

120,04 - “188T - Y
’ éifﬁfﬁ'???é??* 188186, =% %
@ggp s 1885 il f d

(RS S §

éﬁ-_ﬁ et vna v o4

;o In Town " o= f9)

rt - f x| oo | . 500.00| Bymes Isl.P2-zcr

PR (PO SR B Timber rlgh-ts oxf -
B e | -0 B 560‘005 1395 acresa ”

S Ferry rights, [ : .

o b e e gt b e e T T UL R '605.00} 68 acres,plus'"ifi

LN T - ST o - | _ferry lot. f} =

i ; : - Ry - Water power 13‘ c
- 810'0937 on Shenandoali

26,100,00| Water power; . ?2 ac

; .on Potomac™ |

%T—Harper’é'-i"é'% o3
- Arnory ‘
Friends! Ore Bank’,%
1,600 acres.

- e

Subtotals

© 1 1869-79

—mw.—n.——.—r-.-—_—,,-.——_ NN Je g —

sfrand Total e

0 118.00

[T O

o e 2 e o 1 Ot s et e S 1t i ot i A Sy i 2 8, Tt 8 S M 2 e 00 R s e s e s e 2w o i i

ITERES | =% | 509 5,58 e
S el 1 @ 34519 acre




c 3 US e Bifle JFactory on Shenandoah-

One acre ine .S, Krdenal fract;
- Water power of<the. Potomac and:

 CRART mo.kiaa

)
+

. Revise 4/15/80
; o

' K EAIANCE SHEE'I.' * "’HE vaUISITIOH AND DISPOSAL OF THE PUBLIC -

LA»ID" QF THE U.S ARMORY AT HARPFR'S FERRY

1796 to 188%

s WEST VIRGINIA,

Costs of -.

" .Acquisition

Proceeds from
sales of

92 acres im UeSe. Mlsket Factory
“tract on Potomacs $ 13 acres in-

.. Shenandozh | Riversz 336 acres o.f_‘
resztciental lamf subdlvided mto
3 house. lots. ~Total ,- 521; acres

t
WAty K

‘| south side of Shenandoz=h Piver,”

TPérpetuallnghts £o cut tlmber S
on 1, 395 S/Bth ‘acres of land on

opposite to Harper's Ferry =

Byrnes. Island. @ in Potomac ‘hver,
72 acres, oppos:.te to Harper s
- F‘er-(\y 4 ',“ e

Ferry F:Lghts on the Shenandoah

River, 68" acres.and 2 houses on

south. bank fer"y lot in x{arper's
Ferrv = -

.. 5,000

-:-u:-..‘::’

-t T #E3 DTt

Subtotal-— A.rmory a‘t Harper's Ferry
1,9L9 acres, - -

s -

7 $ 137,525. 051

1,600 acres S

Friends? Ore Bank cn the Potomac, e

~ 51,000,00

O e o N, By . B e W S .

'GRAND TOTAL: ‘3,549 acres

Se— e e o ) O A2 .

$ 188,525,05%

2%+ sold in 1886- 1 lot for $118. oo”‘f
‘%Lot 1, Block G.,Shenandoan Street,kr

BT S PP R AP
il oy Lw‘&.' *,},ui‘:&'rﬁ‘.ﬁt‘(@éw
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- 24f> 3 there vere stlll @Unrbed S‘ba‘bes lots
g at Harpersgs Ferry tha‘b had ‘no’o been sold' . ' .. — .

et "‘_. &_;
rx

]_'!. %lock K Camp HllI has been offered for sale :m 1.852 e

!'chael Prlce’had blcﬁ $‘ 139.00 for" the lot but never' ccmpleted h::_s payments s

'\-"‘

ke &

?
KOV YA
i}

of = clﬁff o in & ranne. L"';? S

s m*Acre eservation, , . e g A T
L ; . 23&::&3 purchased by the Un:z.ted States Government. for e
R 900.00 on Mzzrch 7,18&8.' Alexpnder Kelly, a.f blaclfsmlth who had, sold iy
s - his. leasehold to part of Lot 23 and his tltle to part of Lot Noa 21, to i

. . ‘,,;"Athe Unlted Sta:bes, agreed to pm'chase Lot No. 23 foz* & 900°OO ‘I‘he II‘,S.

credlted Kelly wrbh $ hL'Z.}Z ‘bhe money owed hJ_m for the sectlons of o
- Lots 23 and 21;, c:nd bllled ‘hin for the balence, $ L50. 68 w‘*n_ch ‘the .i’?“'f"?::-‘-

. blacksmlth agreed to pay in two :Lnstallmentsg For reasons bestr known ’

Kelly falled to make any, fm'ther pavments 5 but he and hlS N
helrs poswsse?d usedg and paid -12:}/12‘*23.xes on Wa§er Lot No. 23 from i; i
- A Pe ., vThe Unlted States, notlcmg ‘the %’m Pay,. took possess*on
~of Wager Lot 23m 1893 and on March 8 of that year leased the propex*ty o
’E. S Cmgs, under the terms of the Act of June 1, 1878. : Cmnmlngs Was
stlll rentlno' the ]_ot in 1897 s when “‘4155 Hendricks, the only legal helr“

of Alexander Ke"ly applled to the Solicitor of the Treasury for permission

to buy tbe p operty at the 18L7 balance of § 1,50.68. The Secretary of War >
apperently ap proved( or failed to disapprove) of this arazangement by

Mg 12, ﬂ_89'g and’ Wagﬁr Lot No, 23 was probebly sold to Miss Hendericks for
$ 150,68, ' - :

“

-

iS
(l) A rectlal of the facts in this case in National Archives Fecord Group
No. 153, Office of the Judee Advociie Conersl Gm Raw 1 C Mo 1t @ g &
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Lot 6, Block KX amp HlllrJamBS Weaver bid $ 250.00 on the lot at
the 1869 sale, Z: : o e "";":ipaV'the purchase -
price or have his bond cancelled in in 1878.
sale in 188l George L.'Weaver agreed to pajt

:f,and on,December 11, 1902, the Secretary of”Wer 1ssued the dee& to Weaver
fnfor the vacant lot¢i-' & L = »f"‘ FERPRI o N
' ‘Orrf, May 12,*5&8&0 and

- B

turned the bonds~of’the 1869 bldders over-to the UQS. Dletrlct Attorney

B for West Virglnla for ccllectlon or ta clear the title for the follcw1nw£ng

"f“ - lots‘ on Camg Hlll " Lot” 8 Bloc%oo'lz.Lo% o) Egnck U; ILot. 6 Block V3~
< Lot 2 Block No. 25 Lot 8- Block By; Lot 2, Black GG; ILots & and 138

| o N ] : - géﬁﬁgiavz3 Natlonal Archives Fecord Groups. l

v e ar e =
iﬁl and.152 do not contaln any information reveallng the fate of these ;;3 ;:

_ "lots. The sanme- IS true'fipr"Bot 7, Block Jy vhich the SOllCltor did nOU‘f“'
\"1nc1ude on the 1lst sent for actlon to the U,.S, Attorpey. ol Sor these

The lot was. not offered for
L6.00 for the lot in 1902

lots were offEred For sale on October 22 188h° . ' o o

‘de may'have done so, the TS, Attornev may 2lso have sold same of the
- Tots in the U.S Dlstrlct Court for West Virginiz, but as has been

7'emavr'ked- tbe records of these deeds or leasings are not in the National

. The Sollcltor had the - authorlty to lease the above listed lots

Archives. Récord Groups that were studied,

2+ National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 76,"Vol, II, p. 60~ This was
the final deed to bé entered in the volume that contains all of the deeds

that were issued as a result of the 1869 sale,

3+ A Special Cormissioner sold Lot No, 11, Block €, Shenandoah Street, to
James McGraw for $ - on Deed Book P, p.Sl, he¢1¢try of

- Deeds, Jefferson County, Court House, Charles Tovm, W.Va,
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"_ "BIBLOGRAPUY: Primezry Sources:

4, National Archives Pecord Crounfﬁgo. 121, Public Buildings Service:

1. Entry 58: "Warrenty Deeds to Land Conveyed by the Ordnance Departrent,
1830-1927 ( L vols), Vol. III, pp. 555~ to 626 inclusive, has the

22,188l sales,

deeds for the Harpers Ferry loits sold at the May 25,1880 and October

. Harver's Ferry
2. Entry 76: "“eeds From the United utatec;TOrdDance “eﬁertmept "( 2 volse)e

Tol. I, page 1~ Qﬁ 201 and Uli03 to L9l hes 211 of the deeds issued 2s
as result of the 1852 sale of Harpers Ferry Lots. Volume II, pp.l to 59,
hes all of the deeds issued as & result of the 1869 sale, Deeds for lots

donated by the United States in 1880 are on Pages 221~ 251, Ueeds for the
sven lots abated in 1885 zre inserted after page 59 in Vol. I,

3.Entry 78: One Tray- Canfcelled Bonds of the 1869 Harpers Ferry
Sale of public lots,

g Entry 78t  Harpers Terry Abaterent Cases under the 4ct of Jdune 1L,
RN S ———
1878, from the 1869 sale of public lots, Two travs., 1869-1680.

5. Entry 79: "fecords of Federal Lend Sold et Auction on October 22,188l,"
Szles of Harpers Ferry Lots, One vol,

6. Fntry: 75: Tvwo Trays: Varrenty Deeds and correspondence 5 1796-188l ,
for Public Lands of the U.S, Armory at larpers Ferry, Va,
Includes early land purchese deeds end deeds and leeses of the 18l7-06
purchese of \lzger Six Acre Reservation Lots for some § 50,000,

Be letional Archives Necord Groups No, 153 : Office of the Judge Advocote

Ceneral, Military Rgservation Division, 1809-19L2, West Virginia,
3 3 e b <

2 Boxes, No, bli and L5,
2o and correSﬂondepce from Armory officals

1. Box LL. Deedsfor purchase of Land for U.S. Armory at ilarpers Ferry 5

?,“f~7{96~ 860, Agreement of Uo.S. with Potomac Company, 1807, for
rlght of way through U, Lands along the Shenandoah p1ver.

Lists and inventories of U.S, Ywelling houses, 18L8, _.-»"181,9,1850, and .

1851,
2, Box I:)5 Data relating to the ssle of U,S5. Public Lands at lierpers

Terry in 1852, including a corplete set of U.S. Armory Pevmesters! regcrts
1552-1860 on the collection of payments on lots and houses from the 1852

£
M e
le, Also datec on We ger Lot lo. 23, 18L7—1897.
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C. Deed Zooks, fegistry pf Deeds, Jefferson County, Courthouse,

Charles Town, W. Va,

De Deta from the Congressional Documents Series on the Sales of
2.

Bublic Lands of the U.S, Armory et Harpers Ferry, 1867- 1865,

l.nLetter from the Attorney General in Answer to 4 fesolution of the
House of 26th March last[1867], relative to the title to property
zt Harpers Ferry," December 5,1867. House of Eepresentatives Executive
Documents, l.0th Congress, 2d Session, 1557-1868, Vol. 7, & o
Serial No. 1330, Document No, 17, 7 pages, includes an abstract of

title for much of land.

B L

[An]

. "Annual Feport of the Chief of Urdnence to the Secretary of War,
October 2L,1871," House of Kepresentatives Executive Documents,

Vol, 2, Part 1, L2 Congress, 2t Session, 187172, Serial No. 1503,

Do 252-253, Beport failure of purchasers at 1869 sale to make peyrents
due on their bonds,

3. "Joint Fesolution of the Legislature of West Virginia in favor of the
pasgcing of 2 ™11l to resell the Water Privileges at Harperts Terry,
venuary 17, 1873," in House of Renresentatives Miscellaneous Documents

Vol. 26, L2 Cengress, 3d Sessicn, 1872-73, Serial YNo. 1572, Document

oo 69¢ one poge,

L, EBeport to accompany bill S. 67 by the Committee on Military Affeirs...
for the relief of the purchases of property at Harper! Yerry...,"Jamary
11,1873, in House of Representatives Reports, l:2 Congress 3d Session,.
1572-73, Serial Ko. 1576, Vol, 1, Feport No. 21, two pages.

5. ‘Letter from the Secretary of War Felative to 4 Bill[ HE, 359 ]
~ to authorize the Attorney-Generel to adjust the claim of the Government
upon the pupchasers of property at Herpers Ferry," February 13,1873,
House of Pepresentatives Executive Documents, 12 Congress, 3d Seasion,
T1872-73, Vol, 11, Serial Mo, 1569, Document Ko, 21l, one page.

6onletter from the Chief Clerk of the War Department, commnicating,
in compliance with the Senate Resolution of Deeember 4,1873, information
in relation to the[ 1869] sale of Government property at Harperss Ferry,",
Decerber 12,1873, in Senate Executive Documents, L3d Congress, lsi
Session, 1873-7, “eriel No. 1580, Vol. 1, Document No. 6, 32 pages,
including & copy of +he¥liap of Horpers terry," by S. Howell Erovn,
Lpril 2,1869, showing the 2L5 lots of public land offered for sale
in November-December 1869, This documenﬁ@,‘which is a mejor soures

of information on the period, publishes ccores of letters,1570- to
July 15,1873 regerding the sale. Pages ? to 11 consist of 2 detsiled

listing of every bidder and every price bid for each of the 205 lots
o J J l« - w (8]
and & recnvyd nf  eczeh hidders mavments an hie hords. 107018771
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at the 1869 sale, £ Copy of Exective Document No. 6 wes included in

Jeme P. Noffsinger's "Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, Contributions Towerds
a Physical History," ( Typescript, National Park Service, Lastern Office
of Design and Construction, Philadelphia, Pa., November 1958), pp. 135-161,

7T+ Letter of the Attorney General Transmitting, in compliance with a Senate

Resolution of January 21,187L, information relative to the sale of Government

propetty at Harper's Fer g; Msx 6,187L," In Senate Executive Documents,
‘%’ol. 2, Serial No, 1581, Document No. L8,Part 1,
16 pages, publishing scores of letters Jecember 17,1872 to May 187k,

relating the lands at Harpers Terry. A~major dource,

Li3d Congress, lst Session,

8. Letter ffom the “ttornev-General Communicating a comrmnication of the
United State attorney[ N. Goff,Jr.] for the district of West Virginia,
in relation to the sale of Government Property at Harper's Ferry," May 1k,
187h, Senate Bxcutive Documents, l:3d Congress, 1lst Session, 1873-7l,

Vol. 2, Perizl No. 1581, Doc. No. L8, Part 2, two pages.

9" Report from the Committee on the flj;’Judiciary to Accompany bill H.R.

5L9 to authorize the Attorney-General to adjust the clain of the Government

upon the purchasers of property at iarper's Ferry," Ma%¥27,187h, House of
. 127374,
Eepresentatives kenorts L3d Congress 1st Seasénn,igerial No, 1626.
st

1

heport lNec. 616, 3 peges,

10" Feport of z Senate Cormittee to accompany bill S. L5L to authorize the
P )

Attorney-General to ad just the claim of the Government upon the
purchasers of property at karper's Ferry;” January 26,1875, Senate Reports

of Cormittee, L3rd Congress, 2nd Session, 187L-75, Vol. 1, Serial No,

1632, Report lo. 556, fourpzges, 4Also reprinted complete,pages 5=to 50,
Senate imecutive Socument Yo, 6-erial No. 1580,

1. " Report 6 accompany bill S. 77L of the Senate Committee on Claims...
authorizing the Solicitor of the Ireasury, by and with the consent of the
Secretery of Var, to cancel certain contracts for the sale of lots of land
made at Herper's Ferry in the year 1869, a nd resell the same, and sell or
lezse 2ll other real estate and riparian rights now owned by the United
States;, at Herper's Ferry, W. Va,," May 29,1878, Senate Reports, L5th
Congress, 2nd “ession,¥ Vol. 2, Yerial No, 1790, Rerort No, L5, four pages.

1§77-75,
1?. "Heport of the Solicitor of the Treasury to the Attorney-Ceneral,”
Noverber 17,1881," Senste Executive Documents, 1881-82, Vol, 1, Serizl No,
596. pp. 78-80, and 92, Reports pr.gress on abating lend cases ot
Herpers Ferry under the Act of June 11,1878 o
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13, "Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in response to a2 resolution
of the House of the 16th instant{ Jenuary, 1882], relative to the sale or
leace of certain rezl estate and riparian rights at Herper's Ferry, W, Va.,"
Januery . - 27, 1882," Hous? of Representatives Executive Documents,

L7tk Congress, 1st Session,” Vol. 19, Serial YNo. 2027, Document No, 66, five
pages, Leports results of sa&e of May 25, 1880 and discusses probleus
regarding the remaining unsold public land,

1l ."keport to accompany H.R. 1625 from the Committee on Education... to

direct ard authorize the Secretary of War to coney by deed a certain lot
in the town of Harper's Ferry, W.Va., to the Board of Education of that
dictrict, for common-school purposes,™ in House of nenre entatives Reports

of Cormittees, Vol. 5 , 18th Congress,lst 5ess1on, Serla No. 2257,

Report lo. 1353, one page. No action was apparently tafen on this proposed
donation,

15. " Report to accompeny bill H.XR.1628 from the Committee on Public Puildings
and Grounds regarding the Sale of United States Lands at Harper's Ferry, VYest
Virginia ," May 7, 188L, E ouse of Representatives Reports of Committees, Vol.b,
L8th Congress, lst Session, 1863-188L, Serial No., 2250, Zeport No. 1525,

two pages.

16. "eport to Lccompany bill HRe 1628 from the Senate Committee on lMilitary
Affairs, avthorizing and directing the sale of the real estzte and riparizn
rights now;” owned by the United States at Harper's Ferrym in the State of
West VlrglFWa v June 138lL;, Senate Reports of Commlttees} L8th Congress,

lst Lession, 1863-8l, Vol. 7, Se rial No. 2179 . Report No. 770, 3 pages.

17. "Annuel heport of the Solicitor of the Treasury to the Attorney-Ceneral "
October 29,1885, House of Representatives b:\ecutlve Documents, Vol.jl@l
L9th Congress, 1st ‘session, 1885-86, Serial No. 2387. Document No, 7,

Part Q, rp.290-291- Detailed report on the lots sold, purchesems and money
collected from the May 25,1880 sale of public lots at Harpers Ferrys;
Pagee 292-293, similarlv*deteileﬂ report on the October 22,188l sale of

public land at Harpers Ferry, W, Va,

Eo United States Statues at Large(179L-188L).

Fo National Archives Record Group No, 92~ Office of the Quartermaster Cenerzl
““““ 3
Consolidzted Correspondence Flle, derpers Ferry, West Virginia, 1886 letters

relating to Q.Me UeS, Iilitary Eailroad buildings and also claims for
m*llfe*r damage to private structures.

G. Shepardtorn Pegister, ¥,Va,, June 8,1878, Long article on - . trisl
in U8, District Court for West Virginia, Wheeling, regarding the 1813
ferry réghts of the United States on the Shenandosh hiver,

Copy of article in liationzl Archive Pecord Croup 153, Box Ll
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7, Snell, Charles ''., "HigtorZc Building Site Survey Lepor

Biblography: Secondary Sources, covering period:1796-1865 %

"Survey

1,Smith, Philip R., Jr.,% . ~of Lots@nd Bwelling Houses on
Camp Hill, 1852-1861, Harpers Ferry National
Monument, " ( 1ypescript, Harpers Ferry NM,
April 17,1959, 69 ppe)e

2 Snell, Charles We, " A Comprehensive Hist,oxg of the Construction,
Maintenance, and Numbers of Armory Dwelling Houses,
1796-1869," (* ypescript, Harpers Ferry MM, Revised
January 13,1959, 140 pPp., 3 maps.)e

2eSullivan, Arthur L., "Historic Buildings Site 3urvey Report: Wager
Lots No. 17 to/ 3k, 1782-1869, High Street Studies
No. 1, H arpers Ferry National Monument,"
(Typescript, H arpers Ferry NM,, Revised May 15,1859)
90 Ppe

SHenandoal Street Studies:

Snell, Charles Vo, "Historic Building Site ?urve;z F.epogb :6H:£s;tory

of Lots 1 to 11, Block G, Shenandoah S‘t;veet, 79 o

1865, Harpers Ferry National Homment," (NP typesc: ijg s
Hurpers Ferry National Monument, Jamuary 23,1959, 118 pages,
7T eps, 2nd 9 photose Project No. HF-27h.

R——— "-’MA ‘r——v N

B} . . N
ne s . ctoric Building Site Survey Feport sHistory of
s Cﬂdles; .}’To" H}[uZZI‘J%C Bl"lcc" D, Shenandoch Street, 1796-~1865,
oS e ) s onal 1 3 Iz -
;Tfrfoers Ferry Netional Homument," (WP typescript, h%rp&i
I’:e;{r'v Mtional NMonument, Jaruary 30,1959), 69 pp.s O MEDE,
and é photose Project No. HF=2'7B

T

WS etamie Building Site Survey Feport: History of
ety Chalﬁfsl‘ig"l! fcliru ;irgioifé:lgﬁenandoah Street, 15.7-‘9_6-1&65;
Pfa:ru“:)ers'}“erry Netionel Morument," {FES 'g_]‘pescilpu s Hzérrg')frs; . ?
Forme MNabional Momment, February 3,1959), 5l pp., 8 maps, ‘
and 2 photose Froj ect No., HF=27C e =

4

3 end t S. Ferrv Lots

Histors of Block F, Block G, &nd ihe UsSe v s
Shen;ndbah Streed, i796—1869, Herpers Ferry National lonument,
(1PS typescrivt, Herpers Ferry National Momument, Februrry 9,
19559): 59 ppe, 10 1mmps, 3 photose. Project HF~— Do
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8. Snell, Charles W., "Historic Building Site Survey Herort:
History of Castholic School Lot, Presbyterian Church
Lot, and Jefferson's Lot, Sheneandozh Street, 1706~
1
1869 (NP.S. Typescript, Herpers Ferry National Yonuwent,
February 11,1959), Ll pages.

Q Smith, Philip R.Jr., "History of Loudoun Heights, 1813-1880,Harper

Ferry Netional Monument," (NPS Typescript, Harpers Ferry
HeMe, June 9,19595, Sl’pages. P Phy Barp

10, Smith, Philip ReJr,, "History of Harper's Graveyard and the Pine
Crove Cemetery, Camp Hill, 1803-1865,"(NPS Typescri
Herpers Ferry Mational Monument, April 2,1859), 7

11, Smith, Philip R. Jr.," History of the Public School, the Harpers
Ferry Female Seminary, and Armory Magazine Lots,,
Camp Hill, 1796-1868, Herpers Ferry National Monume
(KPS Typescript, Harpers Ferry N.M., &pril 2,1859,)
16 pages, .
Churches :
Smith, Philip R, Jr.," History of the Methodist Ipiscopal ‘hur
1818-1838, and the Free Church, 1818-15,8 (N.P.S.
“JPESCYLIPUs  Harpers Ferry Nationsl Monument, Mar
1859) 13 pages. ‘

13. Smith Philip R.Jf., "History of St Peter'!s Roman Catholic Cm
1830-1868," (' Typescript, Harpers Ferry N.M.,
March 11,1859), 15 pages.

1. Smith, Philip R.Jr., "History of the Methodist Protestant -

and 0dd Fellows Hall, 181:3-1868," (}PS Tvpescript
Harpers Berry National Monumenti éarch Kg 1959%,

12,

15, Snell, Cherles W,,"History of the Presbyterian “hurch, 18l
(NPs Typescript, Harpers Ferry National MNonumer

June 9,1959), 15 pp.

16 Smith, Philip R.Jr.,"Historic Building Heport, Pert II, Hie
Dgﬁa Sﬁction for the Protestant Episcopal Cr
1BL7-1895,  St, John's Church, B1dg. No, L&t
(Nps ﬁgpescript Harpers ferry Nztonal Xom
tay 35,1059), 11 pp.

17 Smith, Philip Re Jr.,"History of the DLvangelicen Lutheran
Uhurch, Camp Hill, 1850-1868," (NPS typescri
Herpers Ferry Natlonal Nonument, Harch 31,]

A e )
‘1("1@«:..,#7; —% T s
Also see FHistoric Structure Eeports for Bldgs. No,3L-25, 36,
. . : -
L5, and L8, for Buildings used by the U.S. Armory, 1796+

and Philip I, Smith's Histories of Armory Dwellirgs No,

i g

30, 21, and 32, Cemp Hill,
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PART I - U.S s LAVS RELIATILG TO THD

ACGUISTTION AND DISPCCAL O PUBLIC LAIDS AT

THE U.S. ARMORY AT HARPER!'S FERLY, VIOT VIRGINIA,

179 to 168L
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April 2, 179l Act

-

mwxmmmmm
m. 1’ 1st - 5th wﬂﬂm 1789“1?99) 1845} 90352

An Act of Congress providing fm'*ti)? erection of the arsenal,

Third Congress Sess, I, Chapter 14 1794

"Chep, m—mm'mmﬂ@rmmmmm
of Arsenals ard Magaszines, and for other purposes,

Seotion 1, Ba 1% enasted Yy the Senate and Nouse of
Bepresentaiives of the nited States of Amerfos in Congress ssaenbled,
mtrwthesafekeepingdthﬁxdliwv stores, there ghall d¢
eslatlished under the direction of the President of the United States,
thrée or four arsenals with magazings, as he shall Judge mogt :
expedient, in zuch places as will Yest accommodate the different
parts of the United States, Elther or both of ths grcenals herevofore

“used at Springfielid and Curidsle, to be contimied as part of the

eaid muder, at hiag d{scretion; Provided, that none of the safg
grsenals be erecied, untdl purchases of the 1land ngeeseary for thelr
ecccomadation be made with the canzent of the legialature of the
state; mmwmmminmmuumma,

: loyed
(mmnmammwmkeﬁdmammmmms}m

mmmﬁeﬂmtﬁeswkwyfarthedeparm&msw, 4

from time to tine, deen ngcescury 85 that the vhole mmder gt ell :
thgammiesshanmtemeedmmred. And the said superdntendenta
ghnll evmtywlarsp@mm,m '

aforesad .
m;mmumwmwﬁawumwmm- -
five dollers tm«d&t‘rayingtheezpenscctmgmﬁcml ermaanries,



of the present year, : i

Section 5, And e 2% further enmascted, That an enmual
8souny of the expensea of 4he naticnsl arcouries bs 1aid before
the legisinture of the Unfted Statey, togother with an soeount
of the srrs rade and repaired theredn,

APPS‘OM: il 2, 1794



U.S. STATUES AT LARGE, VOL, 3, p, 521

ACT oF »APCE 3, 1819

521
[FTEENTH CONGRESS. Sgss. Il Cn. 00,01,92. 1819 bt
! Srarvre 11
i Jot or March3,1819,
horize the Secretary of War to conzcy & | Mar
Caxr- Ifc‘;ngnbfl;:tgg:gu;:: l(;te"xzfm'tcd States, lying in Jefferson counly, 10 the
poree s

slale 9 Virginia. . v . Thae Secretary
i ted by the Senate and Touse of Representatives of the ,””'.UI of War authar-
De it enacled Y T Conaress assembled, "That the Secretary of War j;cd 1o convey
States of America, in Congress @ A eed, in fec simple, to @ Keep-Tryst
b 4 he is hereby, anthorized to convey, by deed, R e, Furnace, &e.
be, 20 hn Peacher, a lot, or parcel of land, with the appurtenances be- [ U008 (g coy.
cetain J0 he slmxc i)’irlg in Jefferson county, in the state of Virginid, jucive to the
b

longing to L » int vo hundred and twen- interest of the
ca]l%:d the Keep-Tryst Furnace, and containng W Itere e,

. . h terms as he may
c to the United States, upon .S“C . The money to
e bdgzg':yegm the interest of the United States; and the 4, depouted in
tink mo?:'nc;r;‘mm the sale thercof to dcposit in the treasury of the the Treasury.
money arisl

United States. . ,
Approvep, March 3, 1819.

Tract sold to John Peacher on 21 September 1819 for § 15,000.00
Col, GCeorge Bomford, Chief pf Ordnance, to B. H. Butler,
Secretary of War; January 12, 1837:
", ..2lthouch a very large sum was paid by the VWar Department
[in 1800] flar this right to dig ore viz. & 2L,000 to Generzl Lee
[for 1,600 ecres) and $ 42,000 to Potts, Wilson and North[ for
the right to dig on Lee's 1,600 acres and the '221 acre Keep Tryst
Furnace] minus $ 15,000 for vhich the '221 acre . tract  sold
[in 1819] and although the ore is considered as of the very first
quality yet it has never been made available to the U.S. ahd unless
the Nationa_l Armory should be established ( somewhere in the
neighborhood) it probably never can be,. " [Hational Archives Eecord
Group 153, Office of the Judge Ad%ocate Gererzl, Military keservation
File, 1809-19l:2, Box Li5.]

Thomas Ce Miller of Gettysburg, Pa., entered intc an agreerent
vith Col, Bomford to dig ore on the Friends' Ore Bank, writting on
July ?6,1837: "I went to work to prepare iron suitable for Herper's

Ferry Armory. Already I have delivered two tons,"  l}McPherson and
Brien also cleimed the right to dig ore off the Friends! Ore Eank and

their vorkers forfced Miller's men off this tract, leading to a contest
in court.

57
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e Joint Resolution of Congress, llarch 3,18L7:

- -
-

P
Ly
.o

[No. 93— /2 Resolution concerning the Purchase of additiona) Lands for the
Use of the United States Armories at Huarper's Ferry and Springfield.

Resoloed by the Senate and House af Representatives of the United
Males of America in Congress assembled, That the assent of Con-
wess be, and is herchy, given to the purchase of additional lands for

) ‘![' T
of

ficld, wnd to the application for that purposc of so much of the sums ¥y
} fi‘?“fnptmtcd for repairs, improvements, and new machinery at Har-
S flt}]"’rf)’ and Springficld armorics, by the act approved August

l';'rl: li, filgl;l(-cn hundred and forty-six, as the estimates show to have
i hwm” ended for the purchase of lands and buildings for said ar-

Aeeroven, March 3, 1847,

.
e

March 3, 1847,

Tho purchase

additional

R | . .. lands authorized
t_!ze use of the United States armories at Harper's Ferry and Spring- ot Harper's Fer-
and - Spring-
ficld.

1846, ch. 93

70

207

US. STATUES LE IARGE, Vol. 9, P69

Appropriations Act of August 3, 16L6- Ixtra ct for

the Ordnance Department.

For the purchase of ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies, one
hundred thousand dollars.

Tor current expenses of the ordnance service, one hundred thou-
sand dollars.

For manufacture of arms at the national armories, three hundred
thousand dollars. )

Por repairs and improvements, and new machinery, at Spring-
field armory, one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars.

And the sum of five thousand dollars, out of the appropriation made

for the said objects by the act approved March third, eightecen hun-.

dred and forty-five, is declured to have been intended for the purchase
of the lots adjoining the armory ground, as expressed in the cstimates,
to which purpose it has been applied. And of the sum allowed by
the said act to, be applicd to repairs at the national armorics, such
Amount as in the judement of the Secrctary of War may be necessary,
not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, may be applied to the purchase
of land from individuals and from the town of Springflicld, Massa-
Chuﬁctts, and the assent of Congress is liereby given to such pur-
chase.

‘For repairs and improvements, and new machinery, at Ilarper’s
F eIrry armory, one hundred and twenty-eight thousand three hundred
and sixty-ong dollars, ’

Contingencies.
Ordnance, and
orduance slores

Current  ex-
nses.

Manufacture of
arms.

Reparrs, &e., at
Springficld.

£3,000, out of
appropriativn of
act of 1815, ch.
63, deelared to be
fer purchase of
lots adjoining ar-
mory ground,; &c.

Repairs, &c.,at
Harper's Ferry.
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United States Statues at Large ,Vol, 15, 265-266, ?/

PUBLIC ACTS OF THE FORTIETH CONGRESS

. OF THE
UNITED STATES,

Passed at the Third Session, which was begun and helg at the City of
Washington, tn the Distriet of C'olun_zbz'a, on Monday, the senents; day

of Decemdber, A. D, 1868, and was edjourned without day on Thursday,
--the_fourth day of Mairch, A. D, 1869. - o )

-

CHAP.II. — An det providin Jor the Sale of the Lands, Tenements, and Water Privi- Dec. 18, 1858,
leges befonging to the gx'?ted Olates at and neur Harper's Fery, in the County of Jeffer- ————
sor, West Virginia, ) R - o NS

< Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United = *.7 .
| States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, Ws“';emiy "tf

; and he is hereby, authorized and directed to make sale at public auction anctic the

' of the lands, tenements, and water privileges belonging to the Unijted roperty of the

i States, at and uear Harper’s Ferry, in the county of Jefferson, West Vir- HZ;;fr,ft;ge;:t

i ginia, except as. hereinafter provided, in.such parcels as-shall, in his R

.~ opinion, be best adapted.to secure the greatest amount of money therefar, e o

9n a credit of one and two Years, taking . bond and security from the par- RPN
. thaser or purchasers. for the payment of, the purchase-money-;<and. that Terms of sale.

the proceeds of such sale shall be applied by him ag follows_:;_.l?rmzided, R

That no such sale shall be made until the . time, terms, and place thereof Advertisement

; shall have been publisted tn one of the principal newspapers in each of 10 newspapers.

! the cities of Washington, New York, and Cincinnati for sixty days prior : *

] - t0 the day of salow Tmai % T calagEn T

!

i

i
i
I
i

- First, in defraying the expenses of making said sale. " . " Prooceds-of -

Second, in refunding to the United States the principal sum of purchase.- 5‘11,’:&‘119‘7 ap-
Tnoney paid for said Jands, tenements, and water privileges, by the United PH%
States, and for the erection of buildings thereon. A

——"Third, if any surplus remain, he shall deliver the same"ts such agent Surplus to go
’ H to West Virginia o
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the said lands, tenements, and water privileges, or any part thereof, the Var o exceuts

said Secretary of War is hereby empowered and required, on receiving
the purchase-money ia full, to execure all uecessary deeds therefor to the
purchaser or purchasers thereof] on behalf of the United States. -

e,

o

TER L VO TS : R R D e s R
f}l ‘Sec. _2,_,1{7@53';{ JSurther endcted "That the Sccrclary,of War be guthoras ) Wﬁf“{;‘;’g B";‘”
+ized and “difected “to convey by deed to Storer College; an<institution of portioas to Stores

tlearning chartered by the State of West Virginia, all (hose certain por- - College; . .,.:
'tions of the- aforcsaid properily, namely: the buildings, with the ‘lots on
“which they, stand, numbered. thirty, thirty-one, and thirty-two, and also -
building numbered twenty-five, with enough of the lot on which it L
stands to give-a breadth of. ten rods on -High Street,:othcn\'iée»kxjown
as Washington Street, all of gaid buildings and lots. being situated at Har- -
per’s Ferry aforesaid, being the same which have heretofore been assigned | b
by the War, Department to the bureau of refugees, freedmen, ang |. - * e
abandoned lands, for educational purposes ; and :als0.{o convey by deed ' od other por
to the proper persons all such other lands and buildings, portions of the  tons o other
aforesaid property, as have heretofore been set apart by the propér author. 1 pemns';“f‘;
ity for religious, charitable, and town purposes, _ e

ArrrovED, December 15,1868. ,. St el i

-

B . .
M P ey
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United States Statues at Large (B877-79),Vol. 20, 130-131,

e S e o i o
LEERL L captERsd - inm )

"Jnn;u, 1878“ _CRI&"E'..:EQZ.“AD act authorizing the Solicitor of the Treasury by and with the cont’

- . Secretary of War, to cancel certain contracts for the sale of lots of Iand
wez’oc oY madess Harper's Ferry in the Jear eighteen hundred and sixty-nine Ly the United
- .. Btstes;to resell the same, and sell or leage al] other real estate and Tiparian rights

- +IBsitenacted by the Sinate and House of Representatives of the United

Pnroli‘asematé&atéiiflmm'ca in Congress assembled, That the Solicitor of the Treas-.

Harper's Ferry v BFF-byamd with the consent of the Secretary of War, be, and he is here-
}l):it;?z}emgf o b:%;ﬂﬂrmzed to cancel contracts with and release each aud all par-
~ g chaae@jpflots of land from their purchases made on the thirtieth day

s - of Nowmber, eighteen hundred and 8ixty-nine, at and near Harper’s -
e FerrgWest; Virginia, whenever such purchaser or purchasers shall qait- -

T -claimandrelease said lots or parcels of land to the Governinent of the
N United States by deed in such form 48 may be required by the Solicitor

Proviso,- of the- Treasury : Provided, That such quit claim apd release shall ‘be-

exeenfed and-tendered to the Secretary of War within four months from

. the passage.of this act,.
Release-of -pur- - SEC. 2. That whenever auny of the said lots and parcels of land shall
chaser, : be quit-claimed and released in pursuance of section one of this act, the
Solicitor of the Treasury shall, by and with the consent of the Sec.

- refary” of War, cancel the obligation of the purchaser or purchasers

= thereof-and release the 8ame from all liability to the Government of the
Lots may be of- United States for the parchase money of such lot or lots of land, And
fered again.. the Solicitor of the Treasury shall, when he deems it expedient to sub-
St serve the interests of the government, have the vower, and e is hereby
- authorized to offer for sale said lots or parcels of land, so quit-claimed
and released by auction, after first giving notice of the time, terms, and
place of gale in pursuance of existing lIaw, upon such terms as in his
Jjudgment he way deem expedient,

Solicitor of the  SEC. 3. That the Solicitor of the Treasury is further aathorized to
(’f‘r";g:;lefx way sell make sale, in pursuance of law, of the whole or any part of said prop.-
- for any term of years and part or all other real estate and riparian rights
now owned by the Government of the United States at or near Harper’s

’ '" Ferry, Jefferson County, West Virginia.. ' : SR
Abotement of | S‘},;ICAIL That the‘éoliciltoﬁr of tiJe;I‘reésur be, and e j .
! iC. - Y De, and he ig hereby, au-
P“”””"‘““"“-“ | thorized to abate part of the purchase-money du’e from purchasers ’Wbo
s i have made lluprovements upon lots of land purchased as aforesaid at
Prar:_xe?fyj_. . Harper’s Ferry: Provided That in his Judgment such purchasers are

S legally or equitably entitled to sach abatement: Ang Pprovided further,

bC:endiﬁﬁié of  That such purchasers shall application to the Solicitor for abatewent
aba ‘?‘?"tﬁ‘ T + within two montbs from the passage of thig act, and, in case an abate.

Approved, June 14, 1878.

-7 Dowowned by the United States at Harper's Ferry, West Virginja. it
[ k.t:.,’:;-_* - <.

erty, or, if he deem it espedient and better for the public welfare, leass

72
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UNITES STATES STATUES LT LARGE,
1883-1885, Vol, 23, p.69

L8th Congress, Session I, 188)

CHAP. 176.—An get authorizing and directing the sale of the real estato and ripa- July 4, 1094,
AN ;;an rights now owned by the United States at Harpers Ferry, in the State of Wewt, —— =2 77
P irginia, .

+

i "UBeit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United .
o Btates of Americy in Congress assemdbled, That the Solicitor of the Treas. ' fﬂ"’"’ °lf real es-
© Wy ds hereby authorized ang directed to make sale of all the rog] estate 0 40 g i
 uud riparian rights now owned by tho Government of the United States Harpor's l-'(.\r;"y,
T Loat Harper’s Ferry, in the State of West Virginia, such sale to be at West Virginia,
: publi¢ auction, without reservation, except as liercinafter provided, to
] f!w highest bidder, and after not less than four weeks, public adver-
tisement of the same, in such newspapers as the Salicitor, with tha
tonsent of the Secretury of the Treasnry, nury select for sucl publica-
tion : Prom'r]ed, That the property shall not be sold for 5 lesssum than  Prowiss,
twenty thousand dollars,
SEc. 9, That said real estate and riparian rights shall be solid vither Conditions apg
& 1 entirety or i such parcels and divisjons as in the judgment of the torms of sale,
&id Solicitor shall be most promotive of the interests of {he United
bt:xt(»S, and upon such terms as to cash Dayment and credits ng the See-
fetary of the Treasury may_prescribe, but so that at least one-third of
he- I{lu'clmse»money shall be paid in cash, and the eredit portion shall i
arinterest - t the rate of six per centum per annom, '
Sec. 3, That, upon the coumpliance of any purchaser or purchasers of . Conveyance of
the wiole of 4y parcel purchased as aforesaid witl, the terms of sale, title.
el purehager or purchasers shall be let into possession of the prem-
ISex 50 pqrchased; and upon full payment of the purchase-money and
","‘,';‘]’C-‘tv(lf any be due), the Solicitor of the Treasury, for and in hehalf ' .
s ;L p!llted States, Sha‘ll_make, seal, and deliver to_the purchasgr or
Iiﬂu( HSers good an.g sufficient dee.d or deeds,'conyeymg all the right,
o Mterest, ang estate of the United States In said property or parcel
'eof, as the cage way be, in fee simple.
SEC & Thag, this act shall be in force from its passage.

ADproveq, July 4, 1884,
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APPENTIX PIRT 11 =

U.S. DEFDS TO THE PUBLIC LAXDS OF 7% U .S.
* AM2ORY AT HARPTRI!S FIDIY, “1796—. 1633 o

-

Ttems ¥o. 1 to 9, Transcribed by James P, Noffsinger in

the National Archives, Washington, Js €. in 1958, and copied
from his: "Hzrpers Ferryv, West Virciniz. Contributions Toprorde -

i

Phyeical History,"( Netional Perk Service Typescript, Fastern

Office of Design end Corstruction, Philadelphia, Pa., Novémber 1958),,
‘ Ttems No. 10 and 11 transcribed by Charles W, Snell, 1979,

-




Last Will of Robert Harper, Berkeley County, Virginia, September 26,1762, %

Copy from MNational Archives Fecord Group No. 153, Office of the Judge

Advocate Gen reral, Military Peservation I Division, Leservation I'ile,
1809-19L2, West Virginia, Box MNo. Ll, Washington, D.C.
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Deed No, 2 nggﬁ
John Wager, Sr, and Others, Berkeley Connty, Virginia, to the .

United States, June 15,1796, for Approvirately 117 acres of land,

20 acres for an Island in the Potomac River, National Archives Record
Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry No, 75-4arrenty Deeds and
Correspondence,1796-188lL, for Public Lands at Harper's Ferry, W. Va, 2 trays,
l} 3 . B - . o I - —— = £ - - (- T
mﬁsmmmw;ﬂﬁemwﬁfmmhﬂm o
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No, 2
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shonaver ard so often 83 he thdted States shall nok Te fwnlshed
wih s and Irmediats fransporistion of eny poxnon 28 peraonn
thing or things to the end thad wreasonsdls Deley o T

ray pob da suffered ia thedr 2ffnlrs, 4% shall be Ia={ull for the
uited Stotea aforesald ab thedr om BExpenss o Transpead at to sxd -
foces the satld ferry Ianddng sny pecson or persons thing o things or
mmammarwmmﬁmmmmm,

 guld Gecrge Washington preaidtnt of the Undted -
his succoasars foreves theh ha the said Joim Sager Senice In
prsumee of the intend of the Iash will of Robert Buwper bath
Flleated and Appointed hiz sy thg  sald Joba fages Judor o leke
and $0 have and hold the eald pereel of land dovised Wy the =
1nd w11 aforesald unto the asld Savah Burper his lale wife who
hos Departed this 1ife withoah midng any deviso o < -
thepol and that he the exdd i Feger Senicr AL nod make -
7 othar sppolntmert o sy Roquest shatscever thoreoly Aed it 4s
01y agreed betveen the pald John Wager Sedles S hig eald = o
.meawxmawmmmatmmwmmm-

o the ofs pord end the w14 foorge Rashinglon president of the . oo
Baited States end Ma sisagoioss on the other pt et it ehadl o
be lasfull for Todes Iénx his Bxequlors af tratcrs ond pacigns
to tove Bold and Enjoy o) thet port of the hertly grened prezises
for and Diring the Torn of Nis (ontract that 48 o &y for tbe oo

gpaoa of Seven yeers (orpencing froa the day of Dovtmber Iast any |

“$iing heredn o the Controrys nobodih mtanding bub pabjeot T such 7

Jois Wezer Secdor end Ms endd wlfe Jom Sages Junloe Bogrett 7 0=

i
1.




Yo, 2

sudject to the Exceptions and fovenanta arnd provizicns aferesaid
wts hin the said George Faahingion preasident of the wunited
Stetes and his successwrs fur the use of the wnited States as
aforevald ogainst the sedid John Weger senlor and his cald wife
John Fager Junicr Margrelt ¥ager and Mary Wager and thelr heirs
Joinily end Severally and against the flaim of e11 and every persen
a&nd perzoma whatsogver will sarront and shall forever Defend by
these presents; In witness whereof the parties have here unto
egt thelr hands and geals the Day and year first above mritten
gigned goaled end Delivered in

the prescace of John Wager 5:57
Aethoe Shaaf & George Sootd &

Roverd Bhitiett as {0 John ¥ages : :

John Teger Jun & Margrett Tager John Fager Jun &7

and by the sald ary Wager in the

preseace of us Fred, Beales Fiil,T, largretd wager /137 -

Yary Wogee LS/

Yeororandm of the Couvres of the Slx acres reserved o Jchn Fager
Ia and pemtioned {n the feregodng Deed, Viz Bopdrnndng at a stake
mwmmemudet&f&”ryﬁoadmmm&ed&dﬁmrm
fros tho Bonk of the River pofesdek and Running thenes 5° 50-

¥ 26 § poles o a stake on the Edge of a hill nesr theé Sharman
doch Bottom and on tha gide of a slate Rock betzeen a Mulber
ryahdhcymﬁ'eebothm ¥ith three Chops ca ¢ns

glde thence K® 48 ¥ 40 polos acz_smttreem‘thes*decfa
_hinmrkedmam‘&henﬁ’ﬁ 22pnles amkua’sthn
gide of & Broad Bock, then 8° 53 E 40 polez to eforesaid Ba-
»gimirgm&ningandmzlai&mtc@six“ of Land -

S S

331\".-

.....

5) - ‘ .
mmmmwaﬁmmmwxwmm : ,
8ix Acres Reserved by 12 Jokm Veger and other {n ihe sole T
@Mmammwmmlm 17956 Sgned,
8 trus Gogy vitness o _ Jeim ?@p@:’% R
John Fuoew chm E’agex{ ;mM RIS

%%mmmm@éwﬁmmmw
adrcd end iz we Foceiwed from Qeargd Vuchinglon president -

&ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁm m&mmuywm&mmm
g of 8ix Thousand 8ix Bodred and Sisly 8ix dillsres e0d Two - -
Tuirds of a Dollar else Thred lnmsired end Lifly Dollers paklng - -
the D101 ccostdgatien vithin s M, Soven Toousand and 7
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mmwmmmaetwnmmammmmemmm
pxbioned

- Attegted Yy : Jchn Vager
Jthor Shaaf & Ga” Seott Jun John weger Jr
Folbcrt Thittott es to Jolm Weges Margrett
BiE TmrmpA T e

ea.. e,
. @"/Mashingtcn [IS/

3 ﬁam,vitms:swatthe
glgning of g bom——
Thoana Peter; Ge’y Crelk

menmmvem'mwmam&ngﬁma :
mmmmmwamwmsmmw:r
mﬁmmﬂtedstamsovwheﬁthwthe~ ,
Subse-idess 8 party o ihe ai‘m-esaidneedda&magxto:mmtf
mdag;eatoamuimthﬂmiwdsmtesthattheafwes&idmn

. aften the sald fivst dey of Folzusry eny thirg in

theméafwemidw»tmmmmmthswﬁng&nwm
mwmmmmmmmwemdwmw re
Wmﬁﬂwwsmwcﬂmﬂmywm&u -
ww&:@@@@&&zm%lammnﬁim '

. 3 m \ LT - R "
~_noz§ Thittetd, Tho® wilsca - .- Jchn Feg Jm 57

city of Plladelphts §6F i 10 o i
fogs Ygor of the, City of Failagel  games .
s é"g Crantors 1n s within 4 pamad
gnd dn Pue £img of Lew BoknoAedzed the sane 10 e Bor 8O% U e
ebd Deod axd prsived it might Do &R Ahg pEEg._ <

- pingtes years 72 TE RS E ERy g T )

—— e
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In Tostdmony :dmroot 1 the sald Moyer have herrcmxbo

sCh ha:hdsir.d Gauzedtheoealcfthcmxnralty

Log 34 'wald ity to be herguiic efrixed the Tweuty Tdrd
&w::f:!miathegwaﬁ‘wr Lord one Thousand Seven

mmdrodandnircty six»—-w-‘ "’I@thmr Clarkaem payer

st & Court held foo perkeles oty the 24th day of Juiy
17 nis Incenture was ackaoyledzed by Jehm vager Jotm .
Yeger Junlae two of the parties 3hareto shich together with

the 601y Authenticated ted mntiiiesie; as 1o the Brecution of .

Lmymgéruecthe:‘pexuy,a..dhemmﬁwesm.sw

mt;:pefx&nz, o:df:':ed Wrew:ded

o R
“— T -'f‘-«;;u;;
_,Wm
e, Bl



Deed from Thomas Rutherford end Others, Berkeley County, Virginia, R

to the United States, February 20, 1797, for approximztely 310 acres
of land at Herper's Ferry. National Archives kecord Group No. 121,
Public Duildings Service, Mmtry No. 75,

.

Wiris Indenture wade thie 4y oth Dey of Felruery in the year
of o lord cne Thouzand Saoven Bundred & ninsty Sevea Between
Thosts Butherford willien Darke van Rutherford & ory Rutherford
ey & Exeoutrix of Thomas Rutherford Junior Deccased of the
County of Berkeley & State of Wirginta of the ng pert end
Gocrge: Frshington presfdent of the United Stetes for and behalf of
the 2514 United States of the edher part, witnczseth thst the sald
Executoars and Execulrdx Ly viritue of the lest will and Testezment of
the sald Thomes Rutherford Jundfor decessed and oo & 4n conzideration
efthasmorTenmoum,ndmmrstothminInndzmidbym.
seld George Tashinglon president of the United Siates fer and in :
Behelf of the sald United States the Recefpt whereof they do
heredy acknovledge and thereaf do forever releasc Beguit mequit
& discharge the eald United Stetes, Tacy the sald Exscutors and
Execulrix co herely grant bargeia sell elien relesse and Confirnp?
untd the eald George ¥azhinglon president of the Unfted States
& his guccesaor for ever; A Certain Tract ar pareel of lard S{tuate
Lying pxsd bedny In the said Counly of Berkeley & noee the Confluence
- & the Rlvers Polomack and Shemsndosh end bounded as follows,
- Begdnndng ot Three Sycemores gorner to Thosas ¥ilson, cn the .
- Bk Bork of Shenodosh ernd rumning thence vith the zald §ilsens
© Hne neeth tro Degrees wesh cne hindred & thirty alx poles to a
shite Cek ecrner- Thente Mezth Seventy Three Degices west Thiny
Six polea tocxta‘minarieléthencanwthsfg%ﬂyﬁmmm ,
« ¥} one hundred & Sixly Bighd poles to e 52211 ehdte ook Growing
- ut of shup Corner to  £214 vilcea & the Lendsy of polts wilscn
L16% Taemces with thelr 1ins Hordh aix degreds Fust ome hmdred &
 £ive poles t0 a olake on {hé Panks of potooack where the e
ce dogrees East Sixty _ @,'m@mawx*qmn@m ;
&%WWM:MM&%&WMn&:( o
[ perked Sugar tree thents Leaving Polomack asd Qoslng the entirs
 Bmcheitathe Mno af @ pdeeg e LT LU
B R A IS - TS TR - -

woASe (T

Y




Losted poge]

& tg“&nd foz no
Clenr of every
Therng -

M"‘@‘a.a’; Behoof whatsoo

charge wimm&anmrham; And the satd

oeb Sl honds H

aigned 5

22led and
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¢hea 1eg B¢ Qerr us '
Atamwthﬂdfwwhelwmmzﬁma&g{afmt&:w
1WWRWMnW1WWMB@AMC&’é ‘
gd Van mammmmmmﬁmmm

and &5 Courd held foz the godd
e 1798 the semg wes furiher

. mmmthﬁrfcrd:bmotm

ptd

Oounty the 24th day of Septem
acknovledged Wy wi1tiam Daxloe

es $hereto and ondored o be-

Teste J Bedinged {BC
A Copy Teste D Hxater €BCH _
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Deed Yo, L.

Henry Lee end Others, VWestmorelend County, Virginia, to the

United States, M=y 8, 1800, for the right to dig iron ore on
1,600 acres of land knovn as the Friends! Ore Bank, MNational ALrchives
Record Group 121, Public Publ Buildings Service, Intry 75.

"Brgry 811 mem Yy these procesta thad e Benry Izs

f serioreland ecunty In Virginia and Ame hin -d%e for and :
in conzléeration of the oum of Tienty four tha=Bd dollavs to y
e seid Heory' Lo 4n hond pafd by the Presidont of the (hatted '
Statos of Arerles for and In behnlf of the sald dted States the
receipt chersol 18 haroby acknomledged bave granted brrpadned and
214 and Ty thwe presents do grant bargoin & sedl alien and

coalin unto tie paid Unlied States forever all the fvon ore In
a cerdadn trast) of land sifuste (o the County of Berldey in tha

cald cremommealtdy edfoining tho Ribar potamack neer 40 the

Boip Triste furpace eec=iniyy ahout sixbéen msres aces 4

-hich 19 a bank of Ircd eve Imown by the nace of Feiends
cre tank {exeepting zo mich ¢f cald ore 5 23 Eng besn s0ld and
ceaveyed Wy the sald Hewy Lee unto John Poita 1ililen ;ilson
ad Goorge Horih by his doed &uly execuied mnd recordad
asd al=o 81X the risht of tha zaid Henry lee to dig cxo in any
pary of the eald trect of 1lan! end to revove the soma seovided

the exrth dug shell be laid level ernd olso the frag ond absoluts

s¢ of roads through the zotd land & shevves cn the rlves for
e prpese of roving the seid cre and roveover a1l tha annual

¥
Lo
-

o reserved 1o be pald for gver unto the said oy Ize hisg
hoirg and azsigns by the sald Joim Podis Willdes Silcen & George
St thelr helrs o avsdms fomudng oub of the sald trach of!

iaed and every part thereof, &nd 2150 cne half rove of land adjolaing
said river 4o be salecied for the Unlted States afcrecald by
hale agend duly autherized hy the Secretary of Lo wdor the
Aireclicn of the President of ihe Bdied States Yegethe with a1l
ths righis prdvileges end edvaniages neceguary for the HMgaing
reizing and ravoving the sald ere, %o have end ta hold the

herely gramted presdses with thalr spmatenances wmto the cold
uniied Stetes for ever W thedy cnly use and behmof frea end clear
rre 21l elairs charges zortgeses Judpments and Incsbranses .
“batiosver excepling the righd interest and estiate befove remifoned
cold and conveyed by the afwres2id Henry Les unts the cald Johm
Pois dilldem £l1=on and Goorpe Hooth

™
&'

Ard

And tha zald Bery Le¢ for hincelf end hiz helra doth eovenand
waxize end egree to end with the eald United States 4hatd the
:eidﬂz:ryleaar:dhiahﬁirﬁ:illﬁakedﬂ&hdmcxteallmch
“vher ond further deed o decds in law, 85 may be reasomably
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Jonm Gealdding, @ Clerk ia tha vor office, Depeiaath,
that the ebove {5 & truw copy of General Hewy leet!s decd for the
lerd, cro and privileges hereby intanded to be conveyed to the
Tdted Stated, faken from the rescrd book of Coxtraota and deeds
Ylaonging to tha Var Deparinazts into which ths gadd Jchn
Ontcing copled 1t froa the cxigleal; which origimal deed
am in tha var Office ¢a ihe Gth of Hovember 1300, wher the
| pouog mul papers belonging o tha sald office ware cestroyed Ly
{irs; ead that he has no douirh the said deed was then destroyed
gq 211 the papers in tha save gpart=eat sere &b that tize
doeotroyed, To the test of tla knerledse and boliel
. Swerm to, befare me thls 2ist darch 1501

. L. Dol Dedntes) Mayor of Goozge Tom™
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Deed Mo, 5

T E

Deed of Ceorge North, William Viilson, end John Potts, snd oOthers fbyihgf”*”"iu

United States, June 20, 1800, the right 1o dig iron ord on +he Friendst

Ore Bank and 273 acres of the Keep lryst Furnace, National Archives Record

Group 121, Public Buildings Cervice, Intry Yo, 75,

Virginie of the one Pt and Jahn Adang Pregident, of the
LhitedStatescftbaotharpert, mmreaaﬁmryked;‘dbyan
eriicle of agreenent Youring detae the teently fifth day of
August one trousand, aeyen hurdred & elghty nire, sell sma
canvey to the said Vileom, Moxih & Rotts ard {0 Fobext R,
Lbbnrctherightofdiggingmﬁmfrimdswe&ankmder

pald -tmmdm'mm@bemmftheaam Writed States |

Barkelewmﬁymthamwmk Blver ihe gama being
ert of @ tract ealled 'thc‘ Fuomsce Track, late ing Property

Gilpin & Levine Powell Commlenionars eppointed by viziug of
admcftheHighCoxrtofClmnce:yﬁosqu:'int&dthe
zale thereof on tha foreclogure of & Dorigage given by the
2214 John Semple to the Honorahle Pnilip Lutwell rog Esgy %o
satlsly dobta due to the Creditors of tha said John Sexple,

themiidﬁinbardﬂlammmmyedtothemid}iem‘ym, and
oy tha gaid Henry Leg and ¥atilda hig wife coveyed to the
8214 ¥i214nm ¥ileon George Horth John Potis end Robert B,

Ibbart which sald Rodert E. Bobart hag since by hia Indenture




Poleg gop, to Sérenpg

Z 17 C’OI:)QT
oL the Tiver, thenge Qo the Zeandarg ge the Tivep

Souty Yoty degresy gngt Wty 5o 'poles, Souky 4 Ity
degraag eagy, forty elght Doleg, thengg 8ourh forty 2ix degreng
eagy Levonty Plog 44 the beo iy SER TS SXeept o fCres ong

< v . £
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to oundry merked saplingg COTTAT 10 snid decd fn Sl1gng lete /-
~ire, thonco with the mame couth sevanty eix degroeg thirty
Rlnszteg eont tventy two polay to tvo white o=k soplings gtard-
ing on tho Xags side of thg heed of a Helloy leaing dowm to
EIX bronch then leaving Sligha {8ic./ 1ina axg the 1ine of this
deed 2outh thirty ning degreeg thirty minutes wogt forty

¢igh% poles o the aforesaid beginning, Containing fous

Ae & ferdy two roodan ard ail the houses, Buildinze, wiyig
Surnaces, waterg, watow courges, Dapa:-ovementﬂ, Eez*cw:litmmta,
Apourtenances vhat sogyer belonging or in &Iy manner appertain.

Drofiis thereof and of evevy part thareof. 14 Hove end to
Eold tha satq trot of lend, Hyreditamenty right of digging
ore avl all arnd gi: gular tha Lremizes before degseribed with

" tredr Sppwriensnces, wrio the sald Jobn Adams his suecossor

Exd guccessorg in office for iha only proper uce & balicof of
the 5214 United Staten forever, And the s21d Georgy Hexih,
“illiem ¥lleon & Johm Polla for themsaiveg & theix haivg
Lereby covenant & roatee to and with the gaid John Adomy .
his successor apd SIOCLBEOrg in Office that thoy w111 ot BNy
tmc&atmtmwhenthema?mzb@mquﬁwmthe
25t of the United Stateg arecuie eny other op Diathoe
inpérexst of vriting for the more effeotually conveying op
bsquring a perfect g e titie to the Treaigog herchy

LFAfth page/

granted fnd leatly the gain Flllism ¥1lson » Goeorge Morth &
EMlzn his wife end Jobn Pottg & Fiien his wife & their holrg
the heveby granted tract of lond, Hereditsments, right of
digzing ore ard a11 and alapilar the Prealges befora
deceibed with their opourtenances wntg the ed2d Joim fdamg .
213 successor and Succenagra In 0ffica for the wse pe the
1ted States aforesald agoingt the clain & deoard of niy

ond forever defend, In ¥iltross wheregs the partiey to whese
#Fecenla kave haveinto gob thelc haoda & goaty he doy eng
oo Lfirgt within ¥ritten. -

Sealed & Delivered M Wilom /fZes
the prosance of John Pottg 48
Eliza Potla  /Sead
G. ¥, Mephrays ' Gearge Morth /8
Thomez Smallwoed 'y ' Eliza North /5

Low!s Fvens
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Porkclay L.L. | o

The Couronwsslih of Virginia, To CGeorge Glipin, ¥m
Herbert % Eichard Commey, Gontlesen Justices of
Cowrty, Greeting, Wherens Willlsm Wileon Joln Potls &
F1iza his wife & George Horth & Eliza his wifo by thair
eco=tain Indenture of Zavpoin & eale bearing date the
twantleth day of Jung, ons thousand, -elight hurxired

have sold 8rd conveyed \mie Jolm Adams President of the
Unrlted States avd his succesciroand succescors in Office
tha fea simple ostate of ond 4n a certain trect ar pasvel,
of lend, lying snd being in ihe sald Cownty of Berkley faic /s
coteining two hundred & dwenty cne Aersa (ore OF lens)
& inaluding Keep Tryste Pumnace, And vhoxeas the suld
Tlien wifa of John Potta cammot comvenlendly travel {o the :
cowrt sfovesaid County of Beelley /Jede./; & celnowlodge |
'uxm,thmfmvawm:dmuo:awtwwmof |
you, tnab you personally go o i seid Flirze wifg of John
yis and recelve ex alenowledgesent thereof, amd emnine
ter privatoly and eperd from hex seld husherd, whetber she
docs the sanma C(realy & volwurtsrily, without hie persunsions
or threats and whother ghg Igwl the pane gzl ba
rocorded in our gaid Gownty Cowrd together with thia com-
mieston aunexed, & when you have recelved her ccinogledge-
pent, and cxeninad her ag eforesald, thad you dlstinetly exd
mainly certify ug tharcof mmder your hends & genls, sonding then
there thig voils, 2od the endd Indemivra. Wiioosa Doy
pPalinger Clerk of our sald Courl, ai the Cowrd Houss afore-
said the twemtleth dey of MHovaher, One thousund oight
himdred, & in the 25th yoor of thig Cozmmmeaith.

H Bedinger

Falrfax County S%

Tn obedience 1o the within Dedirmis We the svhaeribers
Jugcicen of the Peace for the County aforesald wealt to the
cithin nomed Elisa vifce of Jodn Polts & eenired

[Eeveath page/

hew aperd from her sald husbend who acknowledged that ahe
frovly & voluntardly excouted the within penticned Docd
Tr.::d dealred thet the some might be reccrded fs her ect
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& deod.  In ¥itness whimeof ©2 have hereunto got o bands
& poals this twemiy fimh diy of lovewber, Ons thowsond
elzht hrdred

Goorge Gilpdn  /Seal
¥n Herboxt L5

Borkely fsle,/ &, |

Thy Commomwealih of Virginla, To ¥iliimm Dok, Van
Rushorford & Avcen Pevenport Geotlemen Justicos of :
Eerkelay County, Gresting, Ehewves Gearge Yorth Xifinza

hig wife, John Fotis & Zllza hin wife, & §i114em ¥ileon

by their ceriain Indentire of Sargaln & Sale”benring date

“ba Tentleth day of dizg, ono thousand elgid hndred Mave

£014 & eonvayed wumto Jom fderg Presldent of the Tndited

Stades; for the use of the hited States the fen sirmle

aginte af end inacertainl‘:ﬂctwparccloflnnlb’iﬂa

& belng dn the Courdy of Zerimicy contaiping tro hungives

& VEeULY one acres,  Amd wevens tha sald Elisa lorth

wifa of the saig Goorge larth ctamot canvenlently Lruve

W0 the Court of our geiq County of Berkeley to irorwlodgs ;
wwm,tfmamrgvewmﬁym,armtmwmmof !

mlsaion
-’??gh. i I;.a‘:i§7 .~

ancyed sxd when you hayp received hor acxrowlodgometh and
eximinod her as aforesald, that mou distinetly and plainly
certdily us ihareof, urder Four kands & gealn gending then
‘there thig writ & the 611d Imdomurs,

“iiness Howy Bedlnger Clark: of owr sald Couri, at the Cowrt
iovzs aforesald the poty day of Novesdar, one thoumand efghy
ivrdred & In the veor of this cormmrealin, -

H Bedingor

ernlned the within nameg Eldzabath Forth soparately /at
2 amrt from her Baid hesbard, &cim}:‘ﬁsmlmta:ﬂy

mcbeﬁimasmﬁwwiﬂﬂnmmmwdirwmmﬂ?a o
c -







cﬂgcthemm,thmfmvweﬁcmaadmormﬁ:ocrmw
of you, ihat yoy Uy go to ths said Elisa Iprth yie .
of the sald Georgae Horth, and recelve her Beknowl exliremant

¥
big porgussions op shreaty, end whether 8ha 15 yiliing tha
8254 zhall be rocorded in our @2dd Courdy Courd together with
Whis eaxrdpgefon annexed &t hen you have recoived guch har
aainsuledgement ong axxined heor as aforeseid, that you dig-
tnetly & Pleinly certify ue thoreof, wdar YR hands & geals
£oading then dhevo thig wris, and the gaid Ixiendore,

Yitnepg Henry Bedingor Clock of our gald Court
éilovcnth paze/
ab $he Court house aforasald the 20th day of Koverber Ong

trouseng eight hundred and inthaZEthyearai’tlzis
Comyovmpalth

In obedience to tha within comisaion to us directed
¥2 bty exsmineg the within pesed Hieabeth Horth Leperalely
als,/ nnd apart from her maid hushend ang oke hes yolimtary
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William Wilson and Others, to the United States, June 1,1800,
for § 10.00 gives up lease on four acres near Keep lryst Iurnance,
lational Archives Broord Group 171, Public Buildings Service, Intry No.

75e

Thig Indenture mnde thisg first day of June, Onao

vhousand elght hundred Between Willisnm ¥ilson, John Potts
& Eliza his wife, of the Torn of Alexandria and George -
bNorth & Eliza hig wife of Berkeley Countty all of the State
of Virginia of the cne part Acd John Adams President of the
taited States for and on hehalf of the seid ted States
of the othexr part Witnesseth that the sald ¥illiem ¥ilean,
John Potts & Eliza hia wife and George North & R1izn hias
vife, for and in consideration of the sum of Tea Dallarsg
to them in hand paid by the gnid Joln Adsmg on behalf of
the gald United States, a3 or before the sealing ard delivery
of these presents, the recept whereof ia hereby ecknowledged,
Have Granted, Bargained & £0ld, Aliened & confirmed, and by
thece presents do Grant, Bargain & sell Alien & confirm unto
the sald John Adamas Preaident ag aforesaid ihis guccessor &
succeasary in office for the use snd on behalf of the sald

ted States Four Acres & £ifiy roods of lend 1ying & being
in the County of Berkelay afcwroaatd near Keep tryste Purnace

/%o wit/ Begiming at & gtake, Corner to Sly and John

Ynxid & running thence with the line |
 (Second Page) |

of Gearge ¥orth & coopany & the said Leyh, Norih geventy nins
degreee west; thirty four polea to a spanish Cak, sten
an the East side of Darks roed, thence along the East side
of ithe sams, North thirteen dogresz forty five minuteg Fast
Peoniy three poles to a Black ok, stending om enld sids
of the Road, then leaving tha proad and ruming themoe South
sevenly ning degrees Fesy Twenty slx poles and fifteen links ‘
%o & locust Staks, and & plle of Stones in the lins of said
Slight & Merrit, ihea with tho sane, South three degrecs thirty
aoinutes Eest, twenty three poles, to the aforessid beginning,
Containing foiur acres ard fifty roods of land, Ard all

" bulldings, Improvenents, & appurtensnces whatsosver to the
said premises hereby granted belonging or in anywlse appertain- |
Ing, and the Reverslons and Remainders, Renis, Issuse and '
profits thereof And of every part thereof, Yo Have end to Bold
the enld traot of land, Heroditezents and a1l and gingulsr the

- premises before desarided with their eppurtenances unto the

sald Jorm Adems his Succesaor and Sucoeseors in 0ffice for ths
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only proper use I behoof of the said Uniled States forever, ¥
and the said ¥illlem ¥ilson, Jolm Fotts & Georje borth for o
themselves and their Holvz, hercby Covenant & prumize 1o and
with the sald

£¥hird Poge/

Johm Adsms, hig successor % puccessors in Office, that they
will at sny time & at all %imes when the same shall be
roquired on the pert of the United States Exeoute any othexr
or farther Instrument of writing for the more effectualily
canvaylng or assuring & perfest & swe title to the sme
pracrioes hersdy granted.

And lestly, the said Willism Wilson, John Foits, and
George ¥orth & Eliza Potts wife of Jolm Fotta & Fliza North,
wifa of George Morth and thsir heirs, The hereby granted tract
of iard & Hereditaments, ard 21l and singuler the prenises
hefore desoribed with thelr epourlensnces unio the gald John
Afums his successor & suecessors {n office for the use of the
Tnited States aforesald sgainzt the glaim & demend of 211
p&rsons vhatsoever by these presents shall and will worrant

and forever defengd.

In Fitnecs whereof the pariles to thsse proswais have
heraunto set their hardsg & so3lg the day and yeoy flrst
within vritten. :

Sealed & delivered wn Bilacn /Seall
in preseace of , . John Fotts  /Seal/

Elien Potts /Seal/
Lewis Evang George Morth [Seal/

- Thoa Sallwoexd

Georges Gllpin
— yﬁbeﬁ? Yor J. Poiis

Duncan Hixxn I Ps B9

T, Bazsay to ¥, ¥ilson
Jemeg Willeon Jr, to Ditto

[Fourth Page/
Berkeley L.S.
The Commormwealth of Virginls, To Qeorge Gilpin, ¥illiem

flerbert & Richard Comvmy, Gentlemen, Jusiices of
County, Oraeting whereas ¥illiem ¥iloon,
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John Potts & Eliza hig wife & Georga North & Elica his wife
by tholr cortain Icdenture of bargain & sale bearing dete tha
firgt day of June, one thousand elght hundred bove sold and

of and in a certain tragt of or Pieca of lerd lying & baing

in the sald county ne Berieley containing four acras exd Lifty
rocds of land, And whevens tho 6214 Eliea, wife of Jom

Polis connot coveniently travel to the Cours of owr pald
Comty of Berkeley to fckoogledge the same, thersfore wa
egerand you, oranytt;oorm:‘aai'm, that JO1 pareonelly

& to the s1d Ellza wife of the sald Jobn Potta & recsive

har seknsyledgesment thereof, and examinine /sia./ hor
priveiely and spart from hee sald husband whether ghe does
the same freely and volwntorily withowt hig Persunsiong op
Méammmwmmwmmammwmmm
in our satd County Court together with this comiisaion ennexaq
axd when you have recefved her acknowledgenent, ond examiced
hor a8 aforesaid that you distinotly ang plainly cerdify ua
thereof wder owr bands & senlg, gsending then ihers thig writ
&2d the gald Indenture, Witnoss Heary Bedinger Clerk of owp
said Court, at the Court fouse aforesstd the twventieth day
of I&¥erber, One thousand elght humdred and fn tha

year of thiz Comorwealth,

slgned
H. Bedingex™
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Deed from Ferdinendo Fairfax, Jefferson County, Virginia, and
Others, to ihe United States, Auguct 20,1813, for 1,395 5/6th
acres on south side of the Shenandoah River- perpeturzl rights to
cut timher on., MNational Archives Record Group No. 121, Public Buildings
Service, Entry 75. Also on Harperq Ferry National Hlftorical Perk °
Microfilm Recel No, 2y, Volume 8, pp. 5L9-555,

This Indenture made this twentieth day of August in the year ons
thousand eight hundred & thirteen between Fernando Fairfax of Jefferson
County in tho EState of Virginia, and Elica B. Fairfax his wife, of the
first part, Thomas Swann of Alexandria in the District of Columbia,

. Attorney at law, & Edmund I Lee of the same place, attornsy at Law, ad-

ministrators of the goods & chattles of Villiam Byrd Page late of Frederick
county in the State of Virginia, deceased, of the second part, eand John
Arnstrong Secretary of War, of the third part, — Witnesseth that, whereas .
the Presidant of the United States, in pursuance & execution of Certain .
Rcts of Congress in such case provided, hath heretofore purchased for the :
upe of thew=s=cf the United States, & site for an Arczenal and Maaufactory

of arus at llarpers Ferry; aand whereaa, the sgaid John Armstrong, acting

for and on behalf of the Unlted States, under the order & by the directions
of tho President of the Unitéed States, in pursuance and in the further =
execution of the sald acts of Congress, hath contracted, in writing, with =
the sald Ferdinando Fairfax for the purchase of tress timber & roads herein
after to be particularly descrited and granted, and the perpetual vesture
of the same, by way of additional eppurtenance to the said 5¢1t0 at Harpers
Ferry and for the supply of timber & firewood for the purposes ihereof:

and whereas the said Ferdinando Fairfax on the <.- day of - in the year
one thousand eight hundred & = in the 1life tims of thse szid William B,
Page, did, together with a great quantity of other lands, morigage the
lands vhereof the perpetual vesture of the trees, timber & woods is to be . . .:

7

"granted as aforeszid, by way of collateral security for a certain dekt - 71 =
- by him due & owlng to the sald Willizam B, Page. “And whereas it was collater—

ally agreed betwean the paid William B Fage in his life tire, and the said -

Fardinando Fairfax, that he the said Ferdiznando might at any time or times :
within the term of- ~years from the time: of marxing the said agreement ot
{vhich term iz not yet expired) dispose of any part or parcel of the said. - =
mortgaged premises, absolutely exonarated & clear of the operaticn and .- . :
effect of the said lartgage, -and of all manner of -llien & incunkrancs from -

‘;the debt aforesaid, he the said Ferdinando Fairfax giving eguiviient szcurity -
& satisfaction either by applying thse proceceds from such-sale or sales to

the payment of the said debt, or otherwise as the parties or thelr exccutors
or administrators might agrece in each case; which agreement yet remains

- {n full Sorce & effect, in no wise repealed, disaffirmed or annulled: How

" this Indenture witnesseth, That.the sald Ferdinando Falrfax, for & 1n can—

sideration of the sum of twoanty thousand eignt hundred & sixty dollars &

sixty two cents, current money, to him in hand paid by the said John Arm-
strong, at & before ths scaling and delivery of thogs presents, out of tha
public roneys appropriated for the purpose, the duc & faithful payment .~
vhereof they the said:Ferdinando Fairfax, Thomas Owann, & Edmnd Lee do by . .=
these presents respectively acﬁnowledfe and thereof and thererrea as in -

_thelr reepective richis aforesaid, acquit rolease and discharge the said

" forever, and the lands whercof the vesture of tho trces, tinmber & woods ...

John Armstrong and his successors in office and his and their assigns - e s

-iB to be granted as aforesaid, hath given, granted, bargalned sold, allendad,

enfeoffed, and confirmed, and by thess presents doth give, grant, bargain, - - =
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sell, aiien, enfeoff and confirm, unto the said John Armstrong, Secretary LR
- of War as aforesaid, acting in the bohalf, and by the directions afore— R
said, all & sinqular the trees, timber, woods & under woods, of every sort
and denomination and the atsolute, exclumive & perpetual vesture of the

samw, being or to be, growing or to grow, planted or to be planted, in

& upon all that tract & parcel of land containing thirteen hundred & ninety
five acres two roods and twenty -perches of land, situate lying and Leing
chiefly in Jefferson County aforesaid and partly; in Loudoun County, and
comprising all the lands within the l{nes boundaries courses & distances,
surveyed laid off & described by John Kathias, surveyor of Loudon County,

out of the larger tract commonly known & distincuished as the Shannondala
tract,the plat & certificate”of which survey bearing date the 17th July

1811, is here unto annexed as part & parcel of this indsnture, and specifies,
exhibits & describes the lines, boundaries, courses & distancss aforesaid,
and the superficial coatents & number of acres of the land hereby cited,
that is to say, &ll the lands described within the said survey and laid
down in two paroels, the one containing an arca.of 1215 a., 3 4. 37p., the

. other an area of 179 a. 1lr. 23 p. and the absolute irrevocable & perpetual
right, privilece, license & authority, éxclusive of the said Ferdinando -
Fairfax his helrs & assigns, and of all & every person & Perscns whatsoever
claiming or to claim by, through or under him or them, Fér &ll & sincular © 7 i .=

the officers, servants, lztorers & artificers, in the 'employent or acting = - -
undor the authority of the United States, or of the Prssident of the United ) ‘
States, or of the said John Armstrong & his successors’in offica, and of = . i

hiz or their assigns, or of any officer or departmant of the United States o ‘
thereunto éuly appointed, & authorizeéd, in all time to ceome, to enter and
re—-enter upon the said lands, and thers to lay, pltch, cut, deposit and - o =
remove, and from and of the same 'to take and carry away all trees, tinbers, . -
woods & underwoods, "of évery sort kind & dencmination whatsoevaer, thersupon . ==
or therein being or to be, growing or to_grow, planted or to b2 planted, ‘- --7. ==
and to enclose, keep, and preserve the same, and in all things to use and ... :
enjoy the ~ vesture of all cuch trees, timkér, woodse & underiioods, -« - . =y
as absolutely, rully & perpctually as if.the absolute pioperty & right of -
s8oill had been herein & hereby granted & conveyed: ° and- free and perpetual .’ .
ingress, upon the said lands, together with the right of way, ard of making <7 -~
_Euilding & presoerving roads & ways through the sald lands; and the said oo
Thomas fwann and Edmind L. Lee, adainlstrators as aforessid in cénsidaration = .o -
-of the premises, and of an eguivilent eatisfactica & sécurity by the gaid @ = ° =
Ferdinando Fairfax, to.them given & secured, for the debt by him duo & - R
owing to the said Willium B, Page as aforesaid, &, by these presents, - R
grant, remise, releare & quit claim unto the said John Armstrong, Secretary - o=
of War as aforesaid, .and to his successors in office, and to his and their L
agsi¢ms forever, all & every clain/ demand suit, action & right of action ™.
in law or equity, whatever, all & e¢¥2ry cofvenant & obligation in law or
fact, express or implied, & all & every lien & incumbrance in lai or cguity,
vhatsoover, touching or in any manner affecting the seid lands, or in Any
manner growing or aris{ng out of the said Martgagce & the debt due & owling ST s

Fntity
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from the said Ferdinando Fairfax to the Said William B. Page in his 1ifo-
tire as aforesaids To Fave and to hold all & singular the treee, timber,
woods and underwoods aforesaid, and the absolute & perpetual vesture of
the pame as aforesaid together with all & singular the above dascribed

& granted premizes, rights, privileges, easenent, cormodities & appurten~
ances aforesaid, unto the sald John Armstrong, Secrotary of War as afore—
said, to his successors in office and to his and their assigns foraver,
for & in behalf of the Uaf{ted States of Amorica, and to & for their only
proper use & behalf in perfetuity as aforesaid and that free clear, and
absolutely and forever acquitted released & discharged of & from all liens
& incumbrances whatsoevery and the said Ferdinando Fairfax, for himself,
his heirs, executors & administrators doth by these presents grant, cove- -
nant & agree to & with the said Jonn Armstrony end his successors in office,
and with his & thelr assigns, that the said Ferdinando Fairfax ia, at the
time of the scaling and delivery of these presents, saized of a good, sure
& indefeasible estate of inheritance in the said lands, and {8 well &
truly entitle to bargain, gell & orant, as aforesaid, the perpetual vesture
of all the said trees, timker, woods & underwcods, free, clear, and acso-
lutely & forever acquited, diccharged & releasad of & frcm all liens &
incumbrances whatsoever, that the said John Armstrong and his successors

in offico and his & their assigns ahall& may, in all tina to ccmc,'Quiif{
& peaceably have, possess, usa & enjoy the perpetual & absolute vesture

of the trees, timter, woods & underwoods aforesaid, and all & sincular
"the rights, privileqges, easexnents, cormodities, premiscs & appurtenances,
hereinto fore described & granted, withcut any lat,” hinderance, molesta-
tion, interruptioqor interfereqce whatsoever frcm ldm the said Ferdinando
Fairiax or his heirs, or from any person or pereons whatsoever, claiming

or to claim by, through or undexr him or thea; and that he, the said Ferdi-
nando Fairfax and his heirs, shall & will forever warrant & defend the eame
unto the said John Armstrong, and his successors in office, and his & -
their assigns,” againsi’'all & every claim, demand, sult, action, & right

of action whatsoever, 'of him the gaid Ferdinsnco Fe{rfax and his heirs, and
of all & every person & psrsons whatsoever;s And lastly that he thae said
Ferdnando Falrfax & his heirs, shall & will, at any time or tires hereafter
‘upon the reasonable request, and at the proper cost & charge of the said
John Armstrong oxr of his successors in orfice, or of &ny orfficer of the
Unitad States thereunto properly atthorized, cduly nake execuie and cdeliver
any such othar deed or conveyance, as shall or nsy ko advised & ¢ovised,

on the bohalf of the United Staies, for the further & better assdance of
the above deserited & granted premises for the use, benofit & kehoof of

the United States as aforesa.d, Provided howsver, and this Indenture

i8 upon the express proviso & condition, that i{f the said Fordinando Fair-—
fax his helrs or asstgns shall da@i{g and propose to use, exercise or

enjoy any specific rights, authority, profit, or emolunment appertaining

to such proprietary right of soil as yot remalns to the said Fsrdinando . -
Fairfax, ceparate & distinet from & indepandeat of vhat is hercin kefore
-grantod as aforesaid, which right, aathority, prorfit or emolument cannot
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. be go used, exercised, or enjoyed without directly or indirectly hindering

interrupting, or interfering with the abgolute, exclusive & perpotual use, p

enjoynent, & exercise of the property, or rights of property, vesture
rights, privileges, comnodities, easements or appurtenances hersinbefore
described & granted; and i{f it shall appear that such hindrance, inter-
ruption or interference i{s irmaterial or unessential, or is partial &
inconsiderable, then and in that case the said John Armstrong, or his
successore {in office, or his or their assignes, and the said Ferdinando
Fairfax or hig heirs shall instantly appoint one or more arbitrators to
ascertain and liquidate the amount of damage to arise from such hinderances, -
interuption, or interferancej and upon payment of the amount so ascertained
and liquidated, the said John Amstrong or his successors in Oifice, or:
his or their assigns shall grant unto the said Ferdinando Falrfax or his -

heirs a license to proceed with tha use, exercipe or enjoyment of thae specificl

right, authority, profit or emolument proposed as aforesaid. In vitness
whereof the parties of the first & second parts above named have hereunto

set their hands & seals the day & year above written., .
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2eed, Ferfinando Fairfar to the Ungieq “tates, October 27,1818, . . .oe

for Ferry Pights on the Shenendoah River ang = ferry tract, of 68
ecres on the south siq e of the river, Fational Archives Lecord Croup

No. 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry 75,
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in erywige eppertaining dundtharﬁmm&' renis, lasues, &
Profits thereof, eubject to the teaure of Joo Bevding (17 he
rlghttully may or cen hold) under & certain egrecaent made
withhmbythemidrurmx for-e short tern therein

tho ooy And the eald Perdinardo Falrfus! hia .
heirs I8 k
Joxen Monroe President ag aforesaid that the now '
attbatimaofexscutingthixhﬂantm,ia&eimdm&
mfmmm&uugmmmxnmmmy '
mmm,mmtammamnmwmmmm
WW;Manrthsthn.ymmermlm
truly Yarread & defend the eame 5811 lewfy) qlafmy
whatpogver, - LT ‘
h&mwnmmﬁrmﬁmmshimw-
heveuto sethiabaainnds&lrthedayﬁrﬂ abcvquﬁtt-@,-
8ened sealed & dltvered tn the presonce of
a‘ . e , ﬁ' P
m;ﬁr ‘ = Tt :
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Deed, - . John Strider and Others, bo the United States, P/ =

June 27, 1833, for water power rights on the Shenandoah River.

National Archives iecord Group No. l:?l, Public Buildings Service, ‘ :

Entry 75e - [
I
!

= conpleting énd perfecting the doms. no¥ extending. partly 8cTross

. nThig Indenture made this twenty seventh day of Jwme,

jn the year of our Lord One Thousand Edght Hundred and thirvy
thrce Botween John Strider and Serah his wife of the Ccounty of
Jofrerson and Stete of Virginia of the. oneo part, and tne

Inited States of America by dhe Pon. Lewio Caos, SecretaXy L
of War of thé cther part, Witnesceth tkap the said gohn Strider |
ond carch his wife for en in onsideration. of the sum of Two .
Thousand Six nundred Dollors, 1awful poney of the United States
to then in hand paid by tho ead United States of Amcrico
(tirough the Fon. Lewlg Cacs Cecretary of var), et end before -
the cncealling end delivery here of the receipi whereof is o
hereby scknowledged, Have Granted, Bargained, -and eold, '
nlicned, enfeoffed, relcased érd confirmed, and by tucae

proseniis do grant, Bargain & ccll alicn, enfeoff, reicase, .
ornd confirm unto the United Staves of America eand their e

- asgigns forever all: the right, title, -interest cleim and ;Lo .l
dememd whotsoever of . the said John Strider, epd Sexal his - o
wife, of, and to the usd and priviledge /sic./ of the yaters
of the Shenandoah river between the mills of the said Strider

 eslled the Gulph Killsg, and the public works beronging to the . & .-

tnited States on said river below the fall 4An-the river {rom ;_;?;#; o
the caid mills to the termizstion of the 1snd of -said Strider .. .0~ I
being Two fest Threa incres, comaencing TwWo feet five inches . .. et )

below “hé top of gn iron bax LoV ineerted 1n & rock, situated 0 Do %
in the tail race of the pili of sald Strider;. said bar being B DR
trenty three feet 81X inchea digtant froa the pouth cormer _ -.
of said mi1Y.  The sald Jorn Sirider and Sarah his vife for 7.
the concideration béfore mentioned gront, borgain, end_soll

wmio the Imited Staves of imerica the priviledge /sle,/:0f . .

tho Shensndoah river, above and neerly opposite tho said Guiph.
114115, £o &9 1o incrcase the supply of water to uay extent,
passing down the_cangl that leads to the Rifle Factozy;. also
tho priviledge /sicy/ of incrcaging the depth and width of =
the precent canel, extending from the deas lagh mentioned past ol

the mills of said Strider to the Rifle Factory; elso the - - . =

priviledge foie./"of “increasing ond extending tho dem or dams ot
at the head of the canal or race which oupolico tho Rpillsof - .o o - -
gald Strider with water, and of increasing the depth and width - - AR

of said canal or race, ord of constructing vasteuicrs /sics/ .-
in the pame, ot such places og may be ‘¢onslderod. necessary by
ihe Sumcrintendent of -the lerpera ferry Arpory,” his_cuccesdor N
or eny [uture agent of 3 aler

thie United States, for obiaining water .
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for the Public workg noyy establistd > Or whileh B2y hercafter
be C3tabligheg by the mited Stateg at, or near, tye Rifle
Factoz—y Cn the Shena:zdouh Tiver; brovideq bowvover that such

Gideration before Eent: nCd, orant and convey to the Uniteq _ -
Siateg of Amerien and thein 8585imy forever +he privilodge /ofa,/
of ¢recting g daa op deng, DLy oy entirely QCross the
Shenancoap river at any point on Doints beler +hn 2115 op ' ’
gaid Strider, he heigr o wnich i:cvcver, 8rall pos be rmore

than aiqp Inchog above tha LoD of ap iron bar T Insorieg

ina Tock, situateq near the WiDer end of ihe Ialang On vhich
the Rify, Factory is locatod, being ¢n Second roal: of o

ledpge op Tocks, 'cxteéding fraa snig Islang neerly across the
henandogh Tiver in iha dircction op South 3/z¢ Fe5t: tha said
iron bar ig Inserted ip £aid roek g that the topn thereof 35 .
CVen yith o rface of the himhegt point of saigd eck, ang iy .
arder tgo identify 1t thy ora pémi'cularly, the follor-fing BRI

bearinzg &nd distaneey have beeq ascertafneg s BOATuring from - !
Laid bar, Viz; 1o the innex &n7le pf g large rgai near the B
OuR margig of tha Shenandosy river South 44° Zamt; 3q the
zagh Chimney op the d'aeJ;LLﬂé aouse Ccaupied by‘JoIm_ H. Faly .- :
G Camp i1y Lorth 55 l//,° £ast; to the Engt corner -of the-. s
new gtone dddition tq the dwelling royeg of said Strigep - - SR

South 43 1/4° gest; g Lo pey COTRer of ghayna buildingy - S O
lio. H /op 11 2/ aﬁtachedito‘the kife factory Hortn 43 I/4% . e
Fagg distant Two hundrag tod forty sevan fect; ang to the .
Last corpep of the 2toone /51 V& buildingT‘or::’erl:,"l‘acloﬁging“’f'm
to Tty lierr;d;?tan éoed jomin 29 1/2¢ Yegt ’I’*ﬁdhundrod RIS

82d twen sy aix fogl, "1o fave ang 10 2old the Said use, -
prlvilecige, Lot/ =nd e joymant of the vater PCUer before =

Executora, and ‘Administmt’érs,‘ do heresy o5y, L and gipeg o -
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In Vitness whereof the eaid John Strider and Surch hs wifa ;
have hereunto set their hands and affixed their seels the dey : *

and ycar first written. -
Jom Strider /LS/
Sareh Strider /LS/

Jefferson County to wits : ';

We Jomes B, Vager and Geo. B. Stephenson Justices of the _
peaca for the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia do ;
hereby certify that John Stricer party to a certsin deed
btearing bearing date on the 27th day of June 1333 end rereto
enncxed personally appeared before us in our County eforesaid
and ackncwledged the same to te his act arnd deed ond desired
us to certify the said sckrnowledgement to the Clerk of the
County Court of Jefferson in order that the sald deed nay be

recorded.

Given under our hands &nd seals this 27th doy of June
1833, : i, -

James b, Woger ZZSZ = Lt
Geo. B. Stephensen L3/ - ¢ L

Jeffergon Comty to wit: - | = . ' : R

We Jomes Be., ¥Weger and Geo. B.‘Stephenson Justices of - - .. . il s
the peace for the County aforesaid in the Staté of Virginia Tou s :
do hercby cerfify thab Lexrah Sirider the wife’'cf. Jonn atrlder PR
parties to @ certain deed bearing date on the 27th doy of - - -
June 1823 and hereto annexed-pe ergonally appeared before ug in ' o b0 -
our county aforesaid and being exanined-by us priviiy and [ :ivlly - :
apart froa her husband and };-:Wirg the ceed afgreseid fully = 4y
explained to ner _she the said Sarsh ecknowledged thn sara‘to'Azi; sy
be her act and deed snd declared thet she had willingly signed = - v - o
gecaled and del&v =red the sene and that ehe wlshed not to - " . o~ . -
retract 1t . )

Given under our hands end eesls this 27th day of June
1633. 5 -

Janes B, Vager [LP/
Geo, B, Stephenson /L3,




From"Warrenty Ueeds to Lands Conveyed by L,g O
the Ordnance Yepartment, 1830-1927( L vole ),
Vol, ITIT, p, 615- National Archives Record
Group No. 121, Public Buildings Service,

Entry No. 58, Washington, D.C,

ITtem 10

Survey of the . Hall Rifle Factory Island for the U.S. by
Se Hovell Brown, February 28, 1885: 13 Acres.

"Sﬁrvey of the Shenandoah Property at Harpers Ferry known as

Hall's Rifle Factory"-

Beginffing at an auger hole in the point of a rock about two poles from
the Canal on the north side of Shenandoah Street - a corner to the €orporation
of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, being at the west line of Boundary Street
and is the point of compromise between the United States and Major George
Rowles ivé suit pending in the Circuit Superior Sourt of Law and Chancery for
Jeffersons County in the year 1827[ Figure 1 on plat] running thence with
a compromise line along Shenandoah Street S h8°w 23.5 poles to a stone at

the ddge of the Génal, four pdles above the point where the north post of
the old gate lock stood [figure 2 on plat] thence with another compromise

©
line crossing the €anal and the Winchester and Potomac Railroad, S 65 L5t
E 17.3 poles to z stone at the margin of the Shenandoah River at the

i , - - o
extension of the west line of Boundary Street[ figure 3] thence S 7l F-
five poles to a stake in the water, it being the corner fixed at 28,2 poles -

from the sycamore tree, a conrer in the 125 acre patent in‘a survey made for - =
the United States in the year 1827 by William Castlemen, Survever of Frederick -
Countx)and James M. Brown, Surveyor ,of Jefferson County, Va:)in running out T
the lines of the Rutherford-, Jrant[ figure L] thence vith the lines of

said Survey, south 78 E 26 p oles to a spake in the water[ fisure 5] thence -
N 7b E 28 poles to a stake in the water[ Figure 6] thence X 389 30t £ 8.8
poles to the end of the stone wing wall to an abutment on the .1nchester and

East -

Potomac Railroad - C}laure 7] thence with sa\§9 walllq 5,3 -poles to the—— =
corner of the abutment[ figure 8] thence with face of the same Abrth 1.9 -
poles to the other corner there gf [(Figure 9] thence with the guard wall at - -

©
the lower or east end of the . island N 11 E 8.6 poles crossing waste way




angle in tpe Same [Figyre 15] thence S 85%y 16.5 pojes to @ poing OPposite
the middie of the o1q bridge over the Eanqd to "Hajig dfle Workgt




Them 11 National Archives Record
—_— 137 Grouvp lNo. 121-Public
Buildines Service~ Inmtry

75, Tray Noo 2.
Woshington, JoCe

The United States of America to Thomes He. Savery: 2 acres,

Survey of "PotomacigProperty”[U.S. Musk-et Factory Grounds] at Harpers

Ferry, W. Va., by S. Howell Brown, Se, J.Ce, March 28,1885,

Beginning at a point on the bank of the Potomac Iiver aﬁ the corner

of one of the Vager Lot liegervations in line with the stone wall at the

lower end of the Armory Yard ( see Fig. 1 in the plat hereto annexed) running
thence with the stone wall, £ 13° W L8 poles to an angle in said wall( fige?)
thence continuing with the wall in part, following along the north line of
Shenandoah Street S Sl& 15" W 9.8 poles to the corner of the Armory Yard
wall at Potoma g Street, being at the line of the Wager Six Acre Reservation

( fig. 3) thence along the southwest side of wall, with said Potoma_¢ Street,

N 19215 'W  33.9 poles to an angle in the same ( fige L) thence N L5° 15t W
3?2.3 poles to another T > angle (fig. 5) thence N hBO'W i1.6 n_gles to the
west sid_e of the upper column on the seid wall (fige 6) thence crossing
Potomac Street and running with the line of a lot [ the Bluff Lot] sold by
the United States to Alexander Murphy S 157W 16,7 poles to e stone in the
north line of Ridge Street (fig. 7) thence with said line N 76‘,30‘ v 17

poles to a stone at the intersection of the same vith the east line of
Lancaster Street ( f{g. 8) thence with it, N 13é>30’ E 8 poles o a stone at

the, " . terminons of said &treet ( fig 9) thence with = the back line of the

, Blocks g
Seminary[school] Lot and of ... .. ~U,T, and & N 76 30" W 66,5 poles to a

o
c and R N 74 30 ¥

stone (fjg.lO) thence agein with the rear line of Blocks £

1.2.9 poles to a stone at the east line of Taylor Street (#Ag. 11) thence
o

extending said line N 15 30! E 2 poles to a s tone ( Fige 12) thence following -
the street lines N zéc’w 3.5 poles to a stone { Fig. 13) thence N 160730' W

3.8 poles to 2 stone in a ravine at the east line of Putnam Street ( Fig. 1li)
thence with said line N 306330‘ E 16 poles to the Baltimore and Chio Railroad

at the east end of the culvert wall ( Fig. 15) thence along the railroa d
N 60°Ww 3 poles to a stone above the vest side of the culvert wall, at the

north linebf Van Wert Street ( Fig 16) thence with the said street lines
_G -
S 70" W 5.3 poles to a pine tree ( Fig. 17) thence N 80°w 8 . poles to a stone

o . , o
( Fig) 18) thence N 70 W 13 poles to a stone { Fig. 19) thence . - —--
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N 6L° 30"V 9.5 poles to a stone ( Vig, 20) thence N 57 30 W 19,95
poles to a stone ( Fig. 21) thence N 651 1069 poles to a stone ( Fig, 22)

thence N 72 W 14.1 poles $o a stone ( Fig, 23) thence ¥ 7L° 30t 1 26.1 poles
to 2 stone at the east line of Cambridge Street ( Fige 2L) thence

extending said street line N 15<,30' F 4. péles Yo a stone at the

termination of said street and the beginning of North Cliff Street ( Fig, 25)
thence following the north side of the last named street N SS(D?O' F 11.3
poles to an iron bolt in a rock ( Fige 26) thence ¥ 29 °w 15 poles to a

stone ( Fig, 27) thence N 3h W 9 poles to a high rock ( Fig, 28) thence
N 51 30! W 10 poles crossing a small stream of water in a deep ra yine to

a iron bolt in a rock just north of said stream, it being 5.7 poles above the
. face of the culvert, through which the streams pPasses under the

Balimore o oo Railroad ( Fig.?) thence N 38° 301' ¥ 13 poles to a
pine tree(fig, 30) thence N 65° 30t W 11 poles to a stone ( fig, 31), thence
N 85 W 23.75 poles to a stone (ﬁg. 32) thence N, 77 30' W 10. & poles to a

stone ( Fig. 33)thence S 73 15' W 11.8 poles to a steke (Fig., 3L) thence
S 60015' W 15.1 poles to a stone (Fig. 35) thence S 68 W 10,3l poles to a

‘stone in the original Patent line, now the line of Samuel W. Strider (Fig. 36),

thence with said line N 79 F L,» poles to a stone on the = | bank of the
Potomac River ( Fig. 37) thence dom the river with the meanders thereof,
folloving the color line on the Plat, embracing the Canal, wagon road, and

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, to the place of Beginning, containing 71 acres.:

Given under my hand the 28th day of March 1885,

Se Howell . | Brown S[.urveyor] Jlefferson]}
Clounty],

* in 2 revieed mep prepared Dec,10,1885~ Brovn estimated the acreage at

slightly more than 72 acres, - -
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Yap No.
William Castleran, Jr, and James M. Brownls
Survey of the U.S5. Armory p ublic lands at Harpers
Ferry, Va., June 1827,

Plotting the bonds of the 1796-97 deecs.
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MAP No. 3

Copy of Survey of Loudoun Heights Woodland

of Fernando Fairfax Made by John Mathias, July 17,
1811, Map No. 53, Drawer No, 7, Harpers Ferry National

Historical Park Map Case. 1,395 5/8th acres,

For Copy of William McPherson's Suriey of

Loudoun H eights Woodland, dated September 1h,1811,

see lap Noe. 52, Harpers Ferry National HP Yap Ca se,

Surveys from the National Archives, Washington, D.Ce

il
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Map Noe. 3= 1811 Survey of 1,395 5/8th acres
of timber lends, Loudoun H eights.

X<
SURVEY SF FFAIRE A

HEl‘:HT'S Woo o AN

LOVE2IN
P,
chT 375 ACRZ S E
TRACT, CE R
SR VA0 GRRACH 1241

qoun T




L, -

. . : ' SG6! QI SUN * qIWulL

. ; , ' N SCIAI39 D 4° SHiTY4y
v . 1.8 10ve
O m U209 33

' YAMINOSYILIEM 40 Ainnes

040 AT 1 93T Ty

o0 Qs [eol] 0% o
f T ¥ T T

SIHIMIA 40 2IYTS

v e
“’

v
[
R}

..
W00 Imn

v S
14 (92 ST

AT
QUIAYVYH

Yy E99 P~

. “ s ¥
I e Gom INIANYIAQT 191 :
) .. \ ]
‘C‘\ b . - ‘ NV—\ a N , . et . - . '
oo b S oaoval € , o . e m«#)j
ar®t ' - c , A
! et : ‘ aat o . R ’” \
' . NI K oot s g rme
. . - RIS YR LT AN KNS T \Il.uﬂ,\'j;‘_‘l ,L‘.J.—-l o - o __u’,
- NPT W\ --"l‘;’_)"‘i u":'""\"'\:\\ II_IT\‘\::\“'T“"“ N P LA TR T L7 ,l\'w," e PR
w8 oA AN VR e . - .
" ]
AN ; 5 n g e s
LS\ s N A : - ‘
~ . . ™
b4 ; - 6 ? o Lo u \L
o 2 ,
EY il .
) b r‘q bt

2

I3
-
Tm,.

P . . o Ve e L e T
e i N . - . o
¢ . . ) ‘ ‘ ‘
\ N LN DRSNS e ) o
L N L R T

AL S AT~

e T ¢ e ——EOTT

‘UropuLUSYG JO epTS UiNos U0 08xy AIIa]
8J0B QY 8Ul puUe PUBRT JOqUWY FO SOJue



|0

Plat of Ferry Tract on South Side of Shenandoah

River, Loudouix Heights, conveyed by Fernando Fairfax
to the United States,

68 acres and 80 square perches,
Prepered by Jon Mathias, April 1818,

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Photostatic Collection,

Map No, 56, Mpp Case, Drawer No. 7. Original in National
Archives, Washington, D.C.
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Map No, 10~ U.S. Bifle Factory « 1885
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APPER DI IIT
Superintendent of Harper'!s Ferry Armory, lMajor John Symington's
Estimates of December 12,18L) to Chief of Ordnance, L, Colo
George Talcott, which follows, of the cost of acquiring the

lot and buildings in the Wager Six Acre Eeservation that fronted
on the UeS. Mucket Factory., from Serial No. L6l, 28th Congress

< . s -
2nc “ession, 18LL-L5, House of Representative Executive Doaiments

Vol. Li6l,, Document Noe. 43, pp. 6-12,

Document No. L3 was prepared to accompany and explain
Major John Symington's " Map of Herper'!s Ferry, dated December
18L), which showed in detail the lots and Wager Lot buildings
the Armory hoped to purcha ses See Narrative History text,

pages 15 to 19,
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Sin: 1 have the honor to enclose, herevith, schedules A and B, withy,
plat of a part of the public prep-rty at this place, with the adjacent loto
Icuiug to private individuals.

"Fhese schudules and plat eshibit the relative locality of somne of g,
public Luildings, and of cuch lots and parts of lots adjoining, Lelonugin ¢y

eription of the improvements theroon, ana

A

wrivate individunls, with a d-¢
be purchased for the Unied States frey

I
‘:hc price for winch the whole cal
the refpeetive owrneTs. . A ]

These papers bavs Leen prepared with the full belief that when .
danrer and inconvonienes of Laving private property, over which ..

United States has no contiol, o e diatcly condiguous to public Luildi;, '

.nd nnderstoed, speedy arrangarents

of great value, are made known
Le niade to purchass ot such private propety, amd s seeare the coyi o
of it to the United States.

The congideratioms to offer for the purchase of this property are, 10 seeyy,
the puliic Luildings Lordering thie armory canal from danger of fire oceys.
ring along the alley ¢ to which casualty there Is great hability, from 1,
many stables and smnll shanties sitnate thereon.

The public buildings adjoining are gencrally filled with machinery, ang
immenscly valuable; the lass of auy one of which would Le threeiold .
valpe of the whole of these piivate lois with their neprovemenis—net (3
consider the loss to L2 sustaivzed by a general interruption to the orersne g
of the armory.

But even should fire originate in the rear of one of the public bulding
the coaiined sitation of this narmmw alley would e a centons (perbapy .
carmontabie barito its gy chuelied ;) as was fh eee i Slay, 1524 wien
4 alaable building wwas intally constnted frome fire ceenrring inw chad g
the Tear, cevering one of ti waler Bote Couldd gevess bave Teen Len
roadile, and reow to play the cngie s 1 this alloy, the fire vould Lhuvelo

iy pat cat before it eomm.ite e o the sunin Lotlding.

prowpt
: Anothor greal inconven nee 1y, ot this alloy is, for the most part; e
cupiod by stabies; pndus 11y the oaauts of the lots, wihoze residenees are
copeeradiy on gl vrrent, o ot ooli to thulr proinises; here is reeeived

codd e mnde a plece of depotite for dll the

woed and other suppias
Desfd pede 1o the vienuty—its only plice of removal, whererrit

Loing 100 the Lty ceual s tius occasioning Lbor and ex-
anine ont o tine to s
Lre leen a frmfl canse, and perhups the chiuf one, of tle

tiies e
i

cof snch Iots, cud the Binprovements
cesbioy thet can b ]'mChuxJ. Al
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<=z goad com{rrlabty dvellings on THah riract, suitable for incpaciors o2
wT rwxf"r whore qn 'v.rlr'm ara finni-hed to Miem. And thas qu"rtﬂr'J
<abler, chantier, &, being remnve 4, ol the alley peninanendy widensd
b owj avenue of ("'\y) 40 fect, (Iw-v could have the armory buildings
ways under view, and the d“clnll} Letween thare dwellings and the
zinue neatly enltivated. There is a want of good buildings for dwelling
“r the armorers, The greater part of thors built many years since, of
‘":d. zmd in low damp sitnations, are in wretched bad coudition, contin-
iy requiripg repairs, 50 as to (.O"”HI”” in a great dearce the mmmvt re-
: ."*d {rom rente. Uhe purchass of those in schedule A would sceure
=reral good residrnecs, <o taveh: nesded to e oceupied in place of so many
i the old structures now tottering in deeay, and cousuming, by continual
&7 for repsire, the rent fund.

The lots Nos. 11 and 12 are ¢ "crr‘d entirely with buildines ocenpied as
§ They are situated, as you will perceive on the plat, in front of the
smory enclosure, and '1”()\vm" ouly a mirrow catrance to the armory.
]ms apnrmch is most gencrally filled with horses, wagons, &c., and the
hipty packoges turncd out fro'u the storeg; and is the Tusual mart where
oumry people exhibit their preducts for mlc rendering the place filthy,
& d frequently 1terrupting the entrance into the ar niory.

This puisance can cnly b2 correcied by purchasing out the property.

Schednie B is =ubmitted unly as an alt: srnative, in the cvent of the whole
ropristien asked for in A not Leing obtained.
~ Thiz dist emhraces, besides the lots Nos. 11 aud 12, a part of those ex-
“Lus down from 'Ilf i1 street to the alley bordering the canal.  Twenty-
- itef the Jower rad of cach of these fots w ould include the stabd 0s,
s dee, from ':.'iztch dapwer is to be apprehended; this, added to nu.
ofthe wlicy, 15 feet, wonld juterpese a clear space of 10 feet, Lesides
idih of the conal, betwean the public bmld.ngs and any structures
e i ranictors of the lots micht choose to put up bercasdter.
' e | smbreced i this sehe dubey as will be seen on reference
:"'**’, .vil[ h' ¢ to Le pnrd;a»v_d cutity, as the owners are” unwilling

“a
1‘

™ l“ 3

“Tihe oo

ansement. however, if o oidd ony would sl Teave the crmory
L (5 [":xclc ier lidth amd the w ;mun'r of the wtreet; therefore
e ‘“# tiiat the schedule Abe only considered.  Desides, the additional
2 \'111 secure dwelling-houses that are Iully worth the
’ ""”'3“5 il I niust olsarve that the cost at which the butidings have
tdown is gencrally Lelow a prescut fair valuation of them, with

pAL0

- ;_"'r’wlt‘m exeeption of a” part of lot No. 12, at the cutrance gate. The
J“{‘J b\ ”l(‘ owner s In«rh Ulouzrh h stuses h it to be the amount

a the T n-'.z R Dx. Slormion’s build
o nrestad on the pullic Ion
i Llnl it i desire atle, £

Tys can he

!
tor earponter, who
vehiation ot S20200—
L for, £250
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v L.
Byrnes, the owner of a part of what is called “ Byrnes’s isig, |

© of the island buing alrcady in the possession and occupancy b
. S BRI

States.
As (he price asked appears to be reasonable, (51,500, Twreyyry
e pucchase of it, as the only means of Lecping off Lad neiiy
- fording excellent gardening ground for the armorers, who v,
to cultivate it on sufferance. T
1 am, sir, very respectfully, &e.,
JOIIN SYMINGT

IS

; T Major .
Licat. Co6l. Geonge TALCOTT, yerof o

Ordnance Department, Washington City.
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¢ e 5] Joint Resolution relating.to the PiYiic Lands n;';vrrizn'ninq to the Sprimrﬁi.lrl and  Aypil 29, 150

v L - B . . N v . - CApril 2, 1EGG. '
t . Harper's Firry Armorics, und the North Coroling Arsenal. T |
. . - . .
b Beit reso’ycd ly the Senale and Honse of Reprsentafives of the United . )
L Sqes of dmerica in Congress assembled, "That the Seerctary of War be . Ixchange  of :

anda at Npring

© »d he is hereby authorized, to exchange and convey the unoceupied g Mads.
. £~z and appurienances belongiug to the United States, known as the:
Lewer Water shops, at the Springficld Armery, in the Siate of Massa-
e eelts, for such other Lands contizuous to the lands attached to said
. Armory upon  the hill at Springf'u-,m, as he may deem peeessry and
- rooper for the improvemeont and convenience of said Armory, or in his ,
F.eration to sell the =aid tract known ns the lower work-hops and appur-
¢ .2ocez, and to invest the procv:cd4 of the =ume, or such part thereof as .
tay be required, in the purchase of such lots or lands eontimuons to the
-4 Armory on the hill, as he may deera suitable. and propar. Tor this
{pose, he is hereby authorized to convey the title of the United States
t the lands and appurtenances hereby authorized to Le sold and conveyed,
11 to receive from individuals or corporate propriemrs, deeds and  titles .
@ the lands so exchanged, sold or purchased.
‘isc. 2. And be it further resolved, That the Seerctary of War be and  Proceeds of sulo
L hereby authorized to apply so much of the praceeds of the reeent (“;1‘;‘“‘}: j{‘__“‘-}l‘_ ‘
- Y of Tand and Jots at [Tarper’s Ferry, as he may deem advizable, to the b \:q‘vl\.‘!i‘étllmf‘u
i terhase of suchother Ints at that place; 28 he may derm necessary to the purcimse  wvther
'\"‘“." and convenicnce of the public huildings belonging 1o the United L.
. v~.and that hie apply the residue of the proceeds of =aid sales to the
: ”":\f”"‘fm’)nt of the property retained by the United States.
‘F—": 3. And be it further resoleed, That the Secretary of War be also Seieof land ne
. ";':j‘lﬂd to make sale of such portion of the site o.{' the I'mx_od Gpnpes Fayettoville
: Conala “avetteville, North Caroli, as in iz judgmentas not re-
( ; . r‘ fur public parposes, and apply the proceeds of sueh sate. orsounch Application T
4 T ar he neeessary, to the purchase of such additional Land for the vse of peurveds.
:‘:] "'“";"n.'ﬂ. a3 he may deem neee-=ary. e is for this puarpose.au-
“lto convey the title of the United Gages for the Lands which he i

R . . .
410 the purchaser, and to receive proper Jeeds and titles {or the :
N !

’

3
homay be purchased by him. as oforesaid.

b may be purclins
2D, April 23, 1856.
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