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It fe the purpose of this report to bring together documentary evidence,

plans, prints and photographs from all avallable sources in a stady of

the twe arsensls ewd buildisgs of the Harpers Ferry Armory. The construetion

and uee of the arsenals will be considered in detail, and an 185% HWestorieal
Bage Map, with narretive, descoribing the phyalics]l apvesrance of the arsenals
at the time of the Johs Brows Raid will be presented al the conclusicn af

this repert,

Z%Zh‘
W

Before procesding with the study it may be wise to define the meaning

of the termes "arsenal® and “ar

* as they were used prior to 1865, The

lern usage, In this report the ferm *Argenal® is used in the historical
genss, meaning a place where the finlshed arse were stored,

The Farsenal tract” at Harpers Ferryv was geogvaphicallyv defined from
1796 to 1269 by the following boundaries, The lol was bounded on the south
by the Chenandesh River and on the norith by Bhenandoah Street. The eastern
end of the traet sbutted on the Wager Ferry Lot and Potomee Street and the

wegtern side was bounded by the zirest known at warious times as “Louvdoun

L

Street,” "Clobe Ion Alley” snd flnellv, 1847-1958, as "Market Sirset.”™

»

wy sarly mape are hevewlith presented to assist in visvalisging the size and

&

location of the traet undey considerastien. The flrst map wes drawn by Joslas

Thompeon in 1811 and sulmdtied by mel Ananin, Paymaster of ithe Harpers

Perry Arwory, %o the Becretary of Way, My, ¥Williasw Bustus, on Beplembar 4,

.
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1811,  The seoond nep

drawn by Jamsg M, Brown in 1838, and clsarly shows

Bix Acre Reservation and

5
i
tnd
&

the relationship of the arsensl tract
2
Wager Psrzyy Lot at that dele,

1. Hational Aschives Material, Harpers Ferry Microfilm Cellection, Reel
18, V.8, p.568.

2. “The Yager Six Acre Reservation and Ferry Lot,” in Deed Book 29, p.140,
Jefferson County Court House, Charles Town, West Virgisia.
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On June 15, 1786, John Wager, SBenior, sold for $7,016.86 the necessary
' b 1
gh a Federal Armory at that place.

land at Harpers Perry to establi
Host of the documents relating to the development of the Rrmoyy at
Harpers Derzy during the peried 1796 to 1801 were destroved by fire ln the

War Departs

1t early in the 1%th Century, hence information on this era of
the Armory is very limited,
A glance at the *Plan of the proposed junction of the Canal, at the

v
£y

lower Falls of the Shenandoah, with the Publé Cenal at HARPE

A

S FERRY, and

the necessary looks for descending inte the Potomae Biver, surveyed & Level?d
by H, King & L. Harbaugh, Feby, 1803,” on the next page, reveals that there
2

wers approzimaltely 17 bulldinge standing in Harpers Peryy im 1803, In 1796

when the Covernme

at first purchassd the land, Harpers Feryy

mist have been
practically a wilderness. The Governmenl was thereofore compelled through
necessity to give priority te the construction of uildings both for the
shelter of the workers and for the production of arms.,

It was not until éi%% that the first momey, U3,088.53, was sxpended for
the construction of bulldings, This was probably spent for the erection of

temporary dwelllng houses for the accomsdation of the workmen, In 178%, ex

penditures for the congiruction of buildings were inereased to $14,566.00 and

1. Deed, June 15, 1798, Wager to U.8., Hational Archivee Material, Harpers

Ferry Microfilm Reel 21, V.7, pp.704-708.

J%Q Hational Archives Record @roup He, 77, Offiee of the Chief of Enuineers,

Portifications Map Flle, Pari of Map, Dr. 150-2 Sheets; See nexi page.
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Plan of the proposed
Junction of the CAVAL at
he lower Falls of
henandoah with the Publig
Canel at YARPERS FHRRY
and the necessary Lccks
for descending into the
Pctomak River. Surveyed
oy N. King & L. Harbaugh
Feu. 1803.

Scale: 4 perches to
1-inch.
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in 1800 to $19,552.33 for the same purpose.

It is therefore evident that the major construetion cceursd in 1799 and

1800, and 1t is nost probable that the lavge arsenal was srected in those years.
The building whieh we shall call the ®large arsenal,” in any event, was

gtanding in 1803, and may be seen on the i%%@ map. The large arsenal was de-

soribed in 1810 as a two story hri&% buiiﬁiﬁ@, ﬁiﬁh dimensions of 125 by 314 feet,

4 &
and used for the deposit of arms, The arsenal was roofed with oak shingles.

The small arsensl was bullt between April, 1806, and April, 1807. The

vrders for m@ﬁ@%za@%iﬁﬁ and soseifications for the ulldiag are contained in

# letter from S&afﬁtﬁyy of War Henryy Dearborn to Paymaster Samwmel Anndn, dated

ﬁ@fil 7. 1808, Dearborn wrotey

#iz an additionsl bullding appears necessary for stering armes and othey
military stores, at Harpers Perry Arsenal, vou will pleasse to take the re~
quired measures for erecting a well constructed edifice with brick Walls
of the following dimensions, viszi Sixty four fset in length, and thirty two
feet in breadih, exclusive of the thickasss of the outerwalls, the helghih
of the stories to correspond with the present building. .

The foundation is to be laid with Stones, twe and a half feet below the
suriace of the graund, the tep of the lower fleor of the Iwilding to be, at
least, three feet above the esarth, and substantially supporied by stone colunas;
the foundation sbove the ground should have two alr holee on each side, and
one at each end, grated, with perpendicular bare of iroen.

There should be no chimnevs.

The upper story should be supporied by twe tiers of
over the stone abvlwents which support the undey Floor.

wooden solumns set

3. Stetensnt of the swpenditures at the Unlied Bistes Armory at Harpess Perry
Va,, and of the arns made and repaired thereln, from its estahlishuent to the

close of the vear 18%1, Wovember 30, 1822, Beel 17, V.3, p.203.

4, "Public Bulldings at ﬁﬁx@@zﬁ Perrvy in Virginla, lst Janvaery 1815,% Yar
epartment, SBecretary of War, Lirs. Rec’d A-29 (8} BEne, srel Annin, Harch
17, iglﬁf #A Record Group 187. Hap Case, Drawer Ho. 9.

, agter Sammel Annln to Secretary of VWar &%ﬁgy Dearborn, April 16, 1807,
&%@1 3% VB, p.215%,




tothis pdteh will be seen in the sbetoh of

wri %é%@i %im&&%ﬁ g@x @ﬁﬁ%@r?img the floors shounld not be less than
%w%iv& i&‘m & &@%@r@g %ﬁ& ﬁ@% more @k@ﬁ %ix f@@% %%z%@ inches from sach other,
The ﬁg@ﬁ%i"~ % guare, and plased not more

Proof that the swall arsenal had been coapleted by é%@?‘ig 1o be found

in a letter dated April 16, 1807, of Superintendent James Siubblefleld to the

Becretary of War. ¥r., Stubblefield wrotes

#ie my letter of vesterdsy 1 ted mentienine the neceapity of a new
aovering to the Arsenal, the preseni one being made of cak shingles svery
vy storm the water raug down upen the srwe and ilnjlures them @&%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ&i?a
lould we have much a roof se is on the new brsenal,..”(hich was probably
made of cypress shingles,) 7

%f

The seall arssaal was desoribed in 10180 28 & twe ghory brick ailding with
v E

pellar, with diseagions of 88 by 38 fest, and used for devosit of arms,

‘he iaterior dimensions of the smmell arvsenal, a2 given in the 1806 speci-
Fioationg, were sizty four fent in length by thirty twe fest in widih, ezcluslive
of the widlth of the cuter walls. The exterior dimenelong, as given in 1819,
ware 68 Ly 3§ feel, thwe indicating that the brick walls of the small &f@%ﬁﬁi
waye two feet thick.

It i possible that the sriginal plans for the smell arpenal envisloned

L
B
o
@
*«x
g
ﬁ*
%

g wingss in any event Paymaster Annin wrote

to Beoretary of War Dustis in 1809

wroprieter of the reseyved lots & Perry lntends Te-
wer bpdldings thet aye sgituate at the hesad of the

"4y . Vager the present
ﬁ@@i@g*

Wiy ware-house By

6. Dearborn to Amnin, fpril 7, 1808, Beel 16, V.1, p.37,

7o Bamsel Analn to Seerstary of War Dearbern, Apxil 16, 1807, Resl 18, V.3,
?»31%5

8, Pablic sildinge at
Archives K.6. 107, War Deparime
Bammel ﬁ@ﬁiag¢%@xw& 17, 1804, 1

yourse farry in @iygi&ia it Janvary 1818, Eetional
-, Beeretary of War, bLirs, Rec’d 4-29 {5) Enc.
sexe Peryy Map Case, Drawer He, 9.
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Brmory Blreets uwhich will be 2 great aces tion, ap 1t will meke & complets
spening when the other wing of the Brseral is to be Imili, 1t will be nsonge
gary to eblaln of My, Wager, a few fset off of hie ferry lot, in order thet

10
- the first time in 1830,

E wisitor to Harpers Ferry in 1821 wrote:

cildings one with dimeneions of 125 z 3% fsel, with arched
we other 68 z 38 ars arsenals Ior the deposii of arss mamfas »x@éﬁ

@@%$@$&i%§ of vifles, %&%&»%% aud some pletels whloh are handsonely arrangsd
) make a fine show...,”™ 11

brick ¥

The arsenals wers described in Sovervment liste in 1821 as "Bldg. He, 13
how cocupied, Arsenal; Dimensions in Feet, 125 by 42; Hosber of Stezies, 2 &

a gellar {gic, the cellar wes localted under the

small arfsenal) OF what bmilt,
Brick: Estimated value, $12,000.7
2; how occoupled, Arsenal; Dimensions in feet, 88 by 36; Numbesy of

12
ted Value, $8,000,%

of what built, Brick; Bstius

2%

U the roofs of the two arsenals were slabed for the first time,
13

cost of slating the two arsenals and one workshop was $1,407.
AR T 8BS
8, 1806-1834

The overorowding of the areenals with stored srms Leoane 8 serious problam

8. Paymaster Amnin to Secretary of War Tusils, July 22, 1809, Seel 18, V.4,
e di,

w%ﬁ%w% Apmery %i ﬁ&zy&x& f&f? ¢ ?igmﬁ%é&g é&vﬁ%ﬁ :
wilt, and their estimated value, Hoveuber Swg i%ﬁi %@%1 17, ¥,3,

13. Resl Eg* ¥ol, .84, Entyy 935 War Departm Ordnance, Hational Armory
Becounts, for 1835, 1795-1831, Hational Archives R.6, 156,

=10




14
¢ 1B27 1t bhad becows oritical, Colonel

&t

2 armery as early as 1811 and

the Orduanes

flee, wrote in Harch of 1827 o Acting Super-

fntendent Rosswsl o him te »

I Lee, directy move twenly thousand stand of arms

From the ﬁ*ﬁ@%@§¢

@ inspeotion yeport of Hovember, 1827, howevey, stated that the arssnals

180,000 stand of arms, and was liable 1o be destroved by

sorrecsted by the followliny vear, beeaunss
< F #

lefield wrote {n Bare 183284

‘he Arsenals here, heave become too crowded- that 1% is necsasary io store
& the arme in swmall ahed buildings eto- ... Under these olrcumstances
the propriety of issuing proposals for a new contract for transport-
e 20 ox 25,000 of some other post- Other wise it will be necessary to

Witional uilldings.” iy

The situetion was #hil

sroved in 1828, for Colonel Rosewell les,

dent of the Springflisld J

of the Harpers Veryy Axmory, informed the Chief of Ordnance in Hay that so
many arms were crowied into the sreenslsg that they were sndangering the floors
and alege thet the storses oould aot be kept in oood ordey becmuss of the navbey

5

prowded inko every cornsy.

£

18
that some 15 or 20,000 be sent off to other depois.

He alpo veoovmended

14. Damel Aanin to Sgoretary of War Willlam Bustis, Hay 4, 1811, Reel 8,
V.6, p.552,

18, Bowford teo Lee, Harch 31, 1827, Reel 14, V.5, ».503,

.

16, specter Yensral Wool te Haleor Gsmersl Jacoh

Resl ag V.13, p.1302.

n, Bovenber 16, 1837,

17, Stubblefisld to Iomford, March 28, 1828, Reel 22, V.4, p.385,

18, Les to Bomford, May 18, 1829, Reel 22, V.6, p.578.

]l
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The floors of the arsenals were repalred in 1828 at & cost of $808.54,

The Inspector of Hational Armorvies and Arsensle, in hisz report of 1833,

stateds

#The finished arme at Harpers Ferry are deposited in the twoe brick Arsenals,
which are govered with slate and faverably situated zg regerds sewurity from
damage by flres. The Floor of the mallegl had failed and reguires repalrs
whioh ﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁ e affected nutll deliveries of arme are made o & large amount,
Both of these Arsenals are much erowded, The large one ds Jiterally crvammed
in all the allevs and pssesges between the piler of bozes. Ia the present
state of arms 1t is atterly impossible to examine any portlieon except a few
neay the entrance, Large masses ave stored in bulk, for want of boxes, and
no inspectlon could be made to any reasonable exbent...” 20

This sliuation, as we ghall see, was siill uncorrected ia 1835, The over-
oyowding of the arsenals was probably due in large part to the difficulty and
%i@ﬁ oogt § trensporting heavy crates of arms from Harpers Ferry. All arms

%

had o be carvied oul by wagon untdl the 080 Canal and the B8

BR reached

Harpers Perry in 1838 and 1834; and it was 1842 before the BEO procesded west-

ward beyond Harpers Ferry,

otian

Flre wag always a congtant threat &t the armoyy and g@@& prageutions were

taren to prevent them. The twe arsenals were without Fireplaces or chimnsve to

elimivnate the danger of Flre From that sourees, Sawmel Annin wrote in 1810 of
pthey precantions taben agalionest flye at the arsenal tvaslt, etebing:

Fuster ig oonveves from the gﬁfﬁéﬁy of the armory by plpes to the yard in front
of the arsenale into & large olsbern,,.”

21
He alse asked for & new Fire engine,

1%, Wational Armory Acvounts for 1829, Datyy 338,

20. Inspection Eeport, dated December 15, 1832, Photostate, V.1, p.10.

21, Znnin to Secretary of War Dearborn, Ucteber 10, 18180, Reel 18, V.8, p.530.




In 1829, $281.78 was spent for “Boring and laying pipes to convey water
22 *
te the arsevsl and te supply the fire sngine.®

Captain John H, Hall informed Celonel Bomford in April, 1832, that all

n Fifty feel of & mupply

privcipal workebops and arsenals were with

58 water. e also stabted:

2

in 1922 & stone wall and sione and frame house for gun stocks &t a cost

of $1,000 was erected along the sastern boundary of the arsenal tract, where
24 d g fase JH
Vager Perry let. Des Houge Ho, & on the 1838 %ﬁpf A

it abutied on the

me line and the sum of £1,261.92 was spent in
25
g% # See

Innber shed was bulll oo the

the censtraotion of a wall sround the lumbey vard in 1825 and 18

Bullding Ho. % on the 1830 nap.

: eongineer’s yeport of Oclobey 43, 1834, stated thals

FRt bhe sastern terminstlon of the government land a high stone wall lg erected,
28 «
iy on the line between the Unlted States and Wager®s,” ,
. . e 13 Y B T Pl F 3 e 152
:(')\' £ % 57}:): ﬂ/‘;'f'l‘d;;./ f;‘v"'::./l:a}/@ii ft(ﬁ 13 Lij Afat: 0:47\7/ v Y /"t e '/vzi“f&?/‘ 1198 IV e 4V fr

23, Hall to Domford, April 4, 1832, Beel 22, V.12, 52,1175,

rpexs Perry, Va,, and
de, 18263 Beport of Lieuntenant
i&@@gf&@hﬁﬁ%l &ﬁ@iﬁ@@i £ %%

@ & ﬁ@%@%ﬁ%&ﬁﬁ @% %@ﬁgﬁ%ﬁw pas ;
?K@&i&&?? % rant &ﬁé&x @@X%%&ﬁ ﬁﬁﬁﬁiiawf' ‘iﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ig
‘ & ] = ¢ Dotober 23,
ford, ?&v % 3%?2# %@@? 21, V.6,
i &ﬁﬁﬁ%iﬁx and Poltomac a&&iﬁﬁ&& Company, April

! g%g) ﬁx??gﬁ

@w%ﬁ @rkmﬁﬁ ??
14, 1834, Heel 17,

26, BReport of Lisutenant Celonel besarney and Ueptailn Turnbull, Ootober 283, igééi
@ﬁﬁ 4 272
: b
“,g@ Ea
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It ds likely that the stoor housze and the lunber shed were on the stone

wall that separated the Arsemal lot Ffrom the Wager Ferxy Lot,.

§

The front of the arsenal lot facing on Shenandoah Street was suclesed with

a7

sustracted of condesned muakel bavrels ¢

g,

Shenandoah Street wap Hacadew

sed, and the sldewalks and gutters

@ltered, The water from the hill near the Harpers Parry Hotel, (which was locate

divigions 1, 2 and 8} wag carried through the Arsenal

. aow gtone ounlvert, The partioulers eoncerning this

?ﬁ@@}ﬁ@ﬁ in the soptragyl

§
4
&
24
%
@

between Buperintendent George Fust and
William McDonald, the contractor. The contract reads in parks

“The sald §&§Wﬁ§§$<§§£@%$ to grade that porition %f the street extending frowm
&&& x@gmi%& &@x %ﬁ @%&ﬁ* ﬁ@%z 1 : &rfia@ %@ %ﬁﬁ pﬁm& &ﬁ y

@il

% rther ﬁ@gﬁﬁﬁ %@ %ﬁﬁ@ﬁa %@ﬁ@ and ﬁ&%@?&ﬁ%&&i ﬁﬁg@ﬁﬁﬁn%
= %&%@ ﬁﬁ? be rvequired by the superintendent and o constreet such
5 may be necessayy lunder the direciion of the Supert.) to convey
the river,
o Helonald Barther agrees to %%
wrdhen gufficlent for a walsrwey
2 @x& @E%% iw m@@ﬁa %z&g @%&E% %ﬁ& a

"r Lare &aﬁ@@%@x
o Harpers Ferxy
29

ki%? near Th
the Xﬁﬁgﬁ%gﬁsw ®

The phyeleal layout of the

the 183

n the fellowlng pags.

&

27. Estimates 1858-1857, Photostats, V.3, p.563.

i “@ 188, CCO Contract Book He, 13, ».233, July 7, 1834, Harpers Ferxy
tatie ﬁ@il@%ﬁi@g§ Val, pp.30-31.

[ixginia Free Press, August 28, 1834, p.3, ¢.l.

= L
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5« Superintendent’s Office
6. Paymaster’'s House

7. Master Armorer’s Quarters
8. Stock House

9, Lumber Shed,
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The Winchester and Potowac Bailroad Company was orgenized in 1831,

Prealdent Andrew Jackson granted the company a right of way through the
2 ‘ :
arsenal zgware on Jamsary 27, 1835, Construetion of the rsilread throush

the arsenal vard began in 1835 and the rallread was opened full length from
8
rpers Feryry on March 31, 1838, The loecation of the new

Winchester to H
yailyosd in relstion to Arsens]l Square may be seen by glansing at the 1835

wap which appears on the following page.

The rallroad wae ereclted on & woodsn trestle fouritsen Ffeet abuve the ground,
#o as to leave sufficient yoom under the trestle for acckss to the rear lots.

The coupan

w orecelved a right of way, thirty feel wide for the rallroad in its

passage over the V. 8, Hall’s Ilslands and up to the Globe Eaﬁ Allev. From a
polat thizty four Feel east of that streel, it was given s right of way Fifty
Faet wide avross the Arsesal Sguare to ensble them teo lay four tracks) in

- .
agtual ooangtruction, enly twe tracks were lald. For the fall 1834 report of

inia Free Press, April 14, 1831, p.3, o.2.

2. ¥Hap Yo, %, Hap of Harpers Ferry Showing the Looaltion of the Winchester
and Potomae Hallroad.

3. i%gpﬁgﬁiwa of 1835, July 25, 14835, Photostalts, V.1, p.80; Yirginia Free
daroh 81, 1838, p.8, sel; Hap of Harpere Perry, Thewing the Loealion
iinchester and Polomac &ai% Boad, Draws by Lieuts. Whdté, Allen, and
Leh, Us S, Army, wnder the Divection of James Learney, Lit, Usl. and
o %wiéﬁw# %&agaﬁﬁﬁ ﬁ?ﬁmi%%% %»wg 77, Re &fﬁﬁ ef the Dffice of

File, | of ¥ap, Dr. 150,

sart of Lt, Cpl. Esarvey and Capltaln Tursbull, of the corps of topo
graphical engineers, in yeference to & resclulion of Congress passed durisg its
last session, austhorizing the President to grant, under certain conditions, a
right of way to the Yinchester and Barpere FPerry Ballread Uompany over the
public land at Harpers Yerzy, Ocltober 23, 1834,



Scale J0e & ra lwel
Map A0, 2L—-/835



the euginsers, see fppendix I of this report.

Following the great flood of 1852, the wooden plers of the rajlroad
o 5
tregtling were yoiboed by stone plers,

%

Ainchester and Potomac R

ailroad and Flre Hazsrds, 1835~18438

The passage of the wood xnraning l@&é@ﬁ%i?@& of the Vinchester and Po-
%&ﬁﬁﬁK@&iErﬁaﬁ through the arsenal yard created a problem because of the
proximity of the Arsenal buildings to the railroad tracks.

The inspection report of 1886 stated:

iﬁ the Hailroad through the publie land at this tinme

#The construction:
iv a promivent cange of the scowmulation of Filth and yubbish & more thas

ordinayy care should be besiowed on wa

tters on internal eolice.”

The inspoctor recommended that tweniy or thirty thousand mushets be sent

to the FPrankford Arsenal or other arsenals beocause of (the danger from fize
6
and the lack of gtorage spave.
7
The situation was still unimproved in 1836. For the nexlt ten years the

armory and town were plagued by a number of Ffires caused by sparks from the
&
wood burning locomotives of the railrcad,

In 1842 a mpecisl board of officers inspecting the Harpers Ferry arms

orted to the Speretary of VWar that s very large number of fires had been

5

iula Pree Press, December 23, 1882, p.2, c.b.

#

Tu iy 15, 1635

6. Inspection of 1835, Photostals, V.l, p.50,
7. Inspection of 1836, Hovember 3, 1838, Photostals, V.1, .82,

8. Virginis Free Press, March 18, 1837, p.2, w.%; Proceedings of a Board of
Officers, lbid,, p.68; Proceedings ¢f a Doard of Officers.

e | Booe




sat by sperks from the wood artdng engines of the Wischester & Polomas
£

9
railrosd,

Az a result of the findinge of the board, the Superintendent of the Armoy

wag directed to confer with officials of the ratlroad for the marposs of induoe

vy then to draw thely cars by horses over the armery lands oy 2lse to use coal
16

d as fsel in their Eﬁg@mﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁn

instead of »

Superind tendent Henry %. Craly becan vegotiations with the Company on this
il
guegtlion in Haveh, 1842,
Thiez appesl spparesntly had
i
Firves in 1844 and 1845, After more Fires and Four vears of snsuovessful

i wery Little effect for there weres additional

E%
& to prevent the railroad from passing thyough the Armory.

1846, the Sollicltor of the Treasury, informed the Sscretary of

President of the Winchesler and Polomec Rallyosd had agveed to

r precestiong against the sathresk of flres iwn the Pulure by the use
14 .
of gpark arrestors and coal in his company’s locomotives.

Bfter this date the troubles between the Armory and the railroad appear to

%, Photostets, V.3, pp.8081, Februayy 25, 1842,

16, Taleott o the Deorstary of War, Hazeh 18, 1848, Beel 23, V.2, p.134,

Superintendent Craig to Willlam L. Cla © of the W&P RR,

i&%gi g&ﬁ%‘fz ﬁfﬁg %@Z; @g»&?wg

Vad, p.37%; Symington

13, Pres, William Clark, W&P BR, to Secretary of VWar Marcy, Mareh 23, 1846,
Reel 23, V.8, p.74l.

4

1%, %‘ﬁ mz%@@g Bolicitor of the Treasury to Becretary of War, fpril 24,
1846, Resl 23, V.85, p.750.




have been settled and there was no further mention of flres caused by the

l@@@@%&%@@@j@% that rallread.

The depot of the Winchester and Potomase Bailroad was lovated on ths
18
Izland of Virginiug from 1836 to 1847, When the land upon which the depot
18
wae located was sold in 1847, the depot was apps

rently vetnilt on the

Arsenal Traet on the railrosd?®s right of way, and was locatsd between the
17

rallvoad tracks and the river, just behind the Layge Arsenal.

15, Deed of B. & 8., May 13, 1835, Deed Book 20, pp.338-338,
16, Deed ofiB. & 8., August 28, 1847, Deed Book 29, p.439,

17, HP-46, Appendix ILI, page 486,
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For many years the two arsenals at Haypers Ferry had been plagued with
overcrowding, the threat of fires and in the 18407s fJocdscbegan to become a.
geyicns problem. In 1849, Colonel H. K. Uralyg, of the Ordnance Office, yecom-
mended that & new arsensl should be &@%%%yﬁﬁ%%ﬁg He alsc stated that the new
building should be located in the center of ithe Arsenal ?@X@n%

It was the destructive flood of 1852, however, that hastened plane for a

sew apsenal. Supervintendent

Jamin Huger reported that over 20,000 stand
‘ 2

of arme were damaged by that flood and had to be cleaned and repajved,
In July, 1852, Colopel Huger recommended that all the finished arms in
“ 0 #FE g

store &h@@l@‘ﬁﬁiiﬁ the Washington Arsenal for safs storadgs.

|

With§ the memory of the 1852 flood fresh in thelr minds it was nov pro-

posed to mild a new arsenal on Camp Hill well above the flood level, It was
also decided that after the new arsenal had been built, the old arsenal square
would no longer be veguived, The old arsenal sguare was thus laid out into
lete in 1882 o be gold abt some fulure @&%%n% The Arsenal é%ﬁ&f@ was desoribed
in 1882 & followss

1. Capt, Wm. Haynadier, Ordnanee Office, to Superintendent John Symingtos,
Hay & :

g, Colonel Huger to Uslonel Cralg, April 23, 1852, Reel 26, V.3, p.271.

3. Hoger to Uralg, July 1, 1852, Heel 28, V.4, p.307.

‘%g E{ # 3&?% @ﬁg & :«%ﬁ}%ﬁ‘ﬁ @f’ @f%iﬁ%ﬁg %@g}’i%ﬁ%%z ﬁ%é% :iigfi}m &%}pgj{;’?@;‘g }w}? g%&?%ﬁ%?}j
of War, June 10, 1852, Reel 24, V.8, pp.802-806,

B




#BLOCK A, ON SHENANDOAR

i. H, Bast end of Arsemsl lLot, having on it the old Superintendent’s
Offlee; fronte 33 10-12 feet on Shenendoah 8t., with Steven’s line,
Zast 184 fest to the Bilver Shensndoah; extending across Wianchestey
& Potomao %&iifﬁaﬁg binding 73 fesl theyeon, ruaning with the H.E.
line of Lot Ho, 2, to the froat 179 feet.

g 0ld Aygenal, intersected by these § lots-each 30 feet front on Shen-

A andoah 8%,, same width t h te Bhenandonh Biver, intersected by

4 an Alley near Railyoed shment- 179 fest deep for Ho. 2, 145 deep

5 f%@ .@g B other in agte depth to the vest, and eztend saume

8 width across Rallroad to River,

fdth through to
a@@ﬁg@@ L@%@m %ﬁ?iﬁ&

e éa§ @md"$§hi @m 3%* ﬁ?&éﬁﬁy%ﬁ =
wn the lot and part on the sireet.” ﬁ

the next page,

»

Thow the estlimates for the 18551853 flgeal year included & request for

456 to ereot an argenal on the BL11 above the axweory, The

@Eﬁ &x&%@@i 1$ in a %i%&»vf&iaﬁ @@%ﬁ%%i@& and iz insufflelsnt and
S Lowareflog Ang subieot o be fleoded
@a& iﬁ”&~i%m ig &&@% &aﬁ* E@iﬁg in the business part of the
s in ite Lemediste vicinliy and the Winchester and
'ﬁiﬁ@ within 30 feel of ite walls. The propossd aildiag
i arms and will convenlently hold 80,000 stand, The pro-
sonvenient to the other armery bulldlnge and rewsved
5

Lelonel Hager f%ﬁﬁ£?@§ this appropriation fto erecl & new arsensl on the

it wag then decided te enlepge the propossd buillding

Son

g 5 syt
Box 133, 0CO DOC ?&1@3 17987-1844.

5, Estipates for 1858-1858 flescal year, Keel 20, V.7, p.700-701.

Ibid

. 702,
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Large Arsenal

Small Arsenal )

Superintendent s Offic

Paymaster s House
L4 13
Paymaster s Office
« Market House

S. HOWELL BRCWM’S MAP OF HARTE 8 FEPRY
1852, OK WICK 15 SUFERINFOSED THE
BUILDINGS AS SHOWYE ON HIS MAP CF
HARPE S FERRY, 18448,




and to tear down the old avsenal, Thus an additional $13,700 was regquested to

soomplisgh these purposes in 185354 flscal vear and was received in Merdh,

Grading of the hillside foy @ﬁ site of the new arsenal, Bldg. ¥o, 11,
: 9 -
was started in 1853, The foundaltions Ffor the bmildling were belny szonvated
18
by June 30, 1854, in July, E%wéﬁ howevey, the new Superintendent, Hajor

William ¥, Hell, decided that the hill would not be & sultable plaes for the

ponetyuction of the new arsenal and vecommended that it gheuld ke evectesd on

Square, Block A. In his inspection repori dated July 19,

enel B. 8, Bakey of the Urdnance Depariment, concurrsd

endation and further stated in ryegard to the old Arsenal Square

in this reon
ag 3 wite For the @X@@@%@ﬁiiﬁgiﬁiiwi

oid Arsenal vard is from 1 to 4 feel lower than the road on its
Fron Filling the lot o the e lswel, and ralsing the floor of the
basement voom three or fonr Ffeet above the vard, it ls probable that no flood
would ever wash 1%, the hicgh water marks on the old Argensl floor belng under
glz fest...” 11

Colonel er concluded by saylng:

#“Chould thie change be adopted, I would recomsend sending the arms cope
tained in the twoe old stores to the Arsenl, taking both of these stores down,
and uzing their Materials, which appesy wery good, in the construction of the
nEw Nwilé&&@%ﬁ indeed, they would furnish a good part of the bricks reguired...”

& gtock house, Bldy, He. 11, was congtruched on the hill on what was to

8, Estimates for 18531384, Resl 20, V.7, p.705-706,

9, Report of Uperations, 1852-1838, Reel 20, V.4, p.lés.

10, Heport of Uperations, 18551854, Heel 20, V.4, p.]84-180.

11, Inspection Repert, July 18, 1884, Photostatic Collection, V.3, p.84.
12, Inspection Repori, July 18, 1854, Photostatic Collectlon, ¥.3, p.84~535,
5880,

.




have been the site of the nevw arsenal, The plan to ereclt a new ersenal on
Camp Bil} b was therefore discarded because of the uasuitebility of the

gite asd by 1855 it was planned to erect the new arsenal on the old Arsenal

Soare.

¥ £11iing the ground

of the Arsenal Square Yo the level of Street, 80 a8 to keep it
14
above the highest rise of water, Hothing further was done, however, towards

8

the actusl construction of the arsenal and in May, 1860, Secretary of Yar John
8, FPloyd, in a lelter to the Chairman of the Flnance Comsliitee of the Senate,

gtateds

#The bedlding a8t Harpere Ferxy Aoy :
only place thew for the sterage of fivished arms afier thev lesve the worke
&k@fﬁﬁ was erectsd many years since, and is novw waflt and insufficient for
e from 1te eondition, ite want of capacity and iis position on low
abhivet to owerflow,..”

the "Arsshal?, which lg the

He aleso stated that §27,375 was avallasble for constructing a new arsenal,

t an additlonal sum of $108,1208 was required fo erect the iren arsenal
i5
+ wag nesded, he high cost of 2 new sreseial, ag&a% $185,000,

browoht Yo 2 halt the plase to conshtruct & new arsenal and noe further funds
Gt

in the 1855-60, 1860-81 and 1861~62 flscal

tinge were thme still stending in 85881,

Beoretary of Var, Joha B, Ployd, to Chelrman of the Flnance Commiltes
lenate, Hay 7, 1860, Photostats, V.4, p.27.

16, Estimates for 1859-80, Photostats, V.4, p.28; Ustimates for 1860-81,
Photostats, V.4, p.12; Estimates for 3%%1”§m§ Ph tostats, V.4, p.43; Col,
'gﬁ @?ﬁﬁ&ﬁ@& Office, to Secretary of War, Fleyd, Uctober 12, 1880,

4, tp.334-385,

Qe




On Hay, 48,70860, en aspplication by the ladies of Harpers Ferry to

Becretary of VWar Floyd, illustrates the fact that the first fleoor of the
layge avsenal wes no longer used for the storace of srms. The ladies wroles

aating a Faly for the benefit of the Flovd Rifle

TR ny composed of armorerg) at this place; We the

amﬁﬁywzgm é a aﬁm@i%%@@ ¥ Ladise would ask the privilege of uvslng the lst
the Old Arsensl; as it lsthe only room of sufficient capacity in

’ e may recollset the yvoom i the one vou desidned as Usariers for

%ﬁ% ﬁs 8. Troops, 1t iz not in use now and ig f@@@ from incumbrances of ang

bind, we would further state thalt a night watchman | Lo

Argenal vard for its protection asgainst infury...”

I

4

Colopel Uraly wrote to Buperintendent Baxd

Becretary’of War’s permission for the ladies to heold

C Troope were stationed in the drsenal afler ithe

1889, It is also krnown thet they were ghationsd there just before the outbrask
19

s improve the appearance of the Armory and it

bt
foua
?’ ’Q‘*
&n&%
@
By
]
&
b
[xid
o
f“%
?&r
%‘“
P
o

proved alse, It was reported

%ﬁ

is presumed the arsenal tract may have bean 1

e yoeds in the armery vayd were graded and Meldamiszed, orass plots Filled
up, graded and gown with grass seed., B8ix cast lron lagp posts put up and fay-
nished with lamps complete,” 28

In the 1856-18587 fiscal vyeay, §5,761 was asked and received for enclosing

'MN

the Arsenal Bgueares The reagons glven w

Yrg, James B, ¥ lsh and others to Secretary of War Floyd, May 28, 1860,
Reel 27, V.10, p.868,

18, Craig to Barbour, May 81, 1880, Beel 19, V,12, p.lll8,
1%. Craly to Barbour, Febyuwary 28, 1881, Reel 20, V.4, p.391.

20, Repeort of the Principal Operations of the Ordunance Department during the
yeay ending June 30, 1833, Reel 28, V.2, p.ld8,
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#ihe @é@a@ﬁi enclosure of the old Arsenal Square reguives to he entirely re-
nevwed, in conssqguence of lis dilipitated condlition, having besen constructed in
front on Dhenandoah Styeel of Condemned mmekel baryrels and bayonels many years

21

A fine briek and iron fence was erected around the Arsensl Square in 1856-
1857 as may be seen in the 1859 photegraph, BF-23,
#

N

fpril 18, 1861, Lieutenant Hog

y Jonesg, upon learning of the approach

of poulhsrr foroes who planned to seise the @x&@xy)iii the powder trains that

had been laid in the Armory buildinge with the intention &?'ﬁ%&%%&yiﬁﬁ them,
22

Unly the two arsenals were destroved however,

Gecrge Mawgy, & civil engineer and a residant of the lsland of Virginius,

wag an sye wilness to the events that took place. He wrote on April 18, 18861,

to James H, Burion, forwer master armorer and then superintendent of the Enfleld

England, deseribing the events that had takesn place:

a Capt, Kingstury {ihe new Superintendent) made his
h%X& whﬁ tonk charge sftey My, Barbour®s resgignation. Considerabls
sment prevalled here during the day, seversl cos. approaching, and had
tay as Hall Town, when they halted for want of proper autherity to take
of the public property, and alse owing to the resjistance offered by our
Volunteer Cos., who vou know are made up mositly of armorers whe were afraid
that the armery would s3bop.

Well sdy, What should Hr., Supt. and Lisut. Jones do ut get a large quantity
of Powder from the Magazine during the day, and after night had it distributed
through the ghops and the two arsenals, and at about ten ofclock at night they
set fire to the earpenter shop and grinding mill, stocking shop, and the 2 ar-

oot asg
shar

senals, which were both burned ﬁ@@m together with some 15,000 gung of wvarious
%ﬁﬁﬁ%«ak

g}».gg, 2 azﬁ&

o to ﬁ&@igiani ﬁéﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂ%

23. Hrs. Remneth Grosberg, 1634, Rolling Boad, 5t. Dennis 27, Hd., has
loaned us aspproximately 50 original letters of M. A, Burton of the 1859 period;
alee deeds and several photographs taken 19141817,




& $@§§@@& heap of rulng fortunstely the stock
age, W ll after these bulldings were sei on
'%& acrose the Bridge and it iz sald went wp
ion of Hagarstown, it iz @?%@h@ﬁﬁ they %@%,h winy
ﬁzg ﬁag@ iz sald to be stlll hers, and it is ruepred
: = 23

‘séﬁig in ,kﬁ £
wus to &

ory when Lt, Uel, Jomes

iad Payemaster Dennle Marphy on Bpril 25,

at Hareers Parry having been forsesbly taben possession of on the
* a5 1 Iy the Bllitia of Virglnia, i 4 Btates will not be
TE8p wa%&a%w é%} the gervices of the 2ratives after %hﬁﬁ date.* §4

b the destruction of the Argenals and the mwm%gmi@ n af the Areory by

Confederate forces, Pederal contyel over the Harpers Feryy Brmory came to an

v
gud 65 vears after the establisbeent nf the frooyv.

With the buildings destyroved, the ussfulness of the frmory had come %o

an end and

it wag deoided to sell the land and ildings at public sale. The

- A, on Shenandoah,

i Herthest 2ud of arsenal lot, havisg on 1t the old ﬁ&%ﬁ?ﬁ&@@&ﬁ@ﬁ%*% offic

i nding aoross the b @mw% sater &x% ?@: =
zaii@%&mg ipg 72 feet thereon, and veaning with nerthesst line of Lot
no. 2, 179 feeti,

y&ﬁy on Shenan-
sooted by an
H 179 g&%ﬁ ﬁ@&@ for HBo. 2,
s to the rest. Yacant.

pe
£
By
B f
k]
@'é* PP
M}

g U e GBS

er Ghe éﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁfﬁz .
th on Washington Street, Yacant.”

24, BRipley to Murphy, April 25, 1861, Reel 20, V.4, p.405,




ament the 186% @ ap of Harpers Fersy prepared by 8. Howell Brown

to acopwpeany the 1869 catalooue and to be used in the sale of Sovermsent lote,

wroment control over

same o Bn ande

26, Plat of I
in pursuwance of

Harpers Ferry Rrmory Property laid off inte lote for sale
the Act of December 15th 1868, Approved Hovember 16, 1869,

26~
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& wpon which the arsensl traect lg localed was purchased by the

et dn 1788,

Dengtroction of the maler nildings of

wory-Arsenal ooourred ia 1799 and 1800 and amony those ereocted was
the Lasrge Arsenal., This was a two story brick building, 32 ft. by 125 Ft.
in gize, with no cellar, and was evectsd and used for the storage of amms,
The yoof, originally covered with oak shingles, was sleted in 1825, The
bmilding, in 1808, had a central pediment with slx dormers on either side
that apparently wae remeved by 1883, and arched windows, It was painted

foy the flrst time in 1818, The milding was unheated In order to lessen

the dangey of fire, From 1859 to 1861, only the secoand floor of the buile

ding was used for the storage of arms., As a resull of the John Brown Rald
im 1858, troops were quariered on the first fleor., In 1260 the ladies of

=

Harper®s Perzy held a falr on the flrst floer. [Federal iroops were again

euartered in the ullding from 1860 teo 1881, while statloned at Harpers

Ferry to protect Armory propexiy.

on Bpril 18, 1881, on the approach of Confedsrale troops, to prevent the

from falling into the hands of the fouth,

The small arsenal waz constructed in 18061807, This was a2 two stoxy
brick building with a2 gellar. The exterior dimensions weye 68 by 36 feei,
and the briek walls were twoe Feet thidk, The original roof of wooden

shakes, probably cypress, was slated in 1825, The windows were not arched

w8

The Arsensl was burned by the Pecersl iroops




as wers those of the large areenal, The uilding was painted for the first

time in 1819, The stracture was also unhsated to lessen the danger of Firze,
The small arsenal was used from 1807 to 1881 for the storage of arms,

i1t wvas destroyed on April 18, 18681, by Pederal Troops stationed them upon

learning of the approach of Bouthern forves,

The Wischegter and Potomac Ballroad Uompany in 1838 received a right of

way of thirty feet wlde to & point thirty four feet east of Globe Inn Alley;
from there to the Potomac Blver the right of way was incressed to Fifty fest
in widih,

*
sany was yeomired to oonstruct 8 wooden trestle that wase

~The yailrcad

to be not less than fourteen feel above the ground through the Arsenal Tract,
8o az to psymit free access to the year lots., Followlng the 18352 flood, which

destroved ithe railroad?s trestlewerk, the wooden trestle was reluilt on top of

stone plers, Flre ceused by sparks from the wood-burning engines of the rail~
road plagued the aymory from 1836 until the threat of court éﬁéiﬁm in 1848 prosptle
the railryoad to wee spark asrrestors and ool in the engines., With this the Fires
ceaged to be & major problem,

o Sallread wae

Prom 1838 to 1847 the depot of the Vinchester and Pote

located on the Island of Virginins., When the land upon which the depot was

ooated was sold in 1847, the depot was apparenily rebuilt on the Aysenal Tract

8 Fifty oot zighl of wav on whieh te mild four tracke mt only twe tyacks were

&

actually built, The remeining we, about 30 feel wide, was thus spparently

gtilized to construet the depet building on.

- 32~
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Arsenal Tract te furnish water for Fire fighting

purposes. I, 1829, pipes were bored and laid lo convey water for the fire

Bagines.

In 1825 and 1826 o high stone wall was erected along the easiern boundary

of the arsenal tract bordering on the Wager FPerrv tract.

/
The Shenandoah Bireet was macadamized in 1234, the sidewalks pe

gutters sltered., Draing were constructed to convey theowater through the
Arsenal Traect to the river. £ draln was also constructed through the Pape
v

master®s garden to the river,

In 1833 roads in the ammory vard were graded and macadamised, grass

plots £illed up, graded and sown with grass seed, Blx cast iron street
lampe were put up for lightihg purposes. Preswsably similar isprovements
were made in the Arsenal Tract.

The Arseral Sguare was enclosed in 1857 sleng the gh@ﬁ&é%w@h Firest
front with a new brick and ireon ploket fence replacing the old fence made

of discarded gun barrels.

B




Beither of the Arsenalsz ave sgtanding teday. Bloek A, the old Arsenal
Square, in 1983, was a densely built up area that was covered with 11 none
historic styuctures; namely, Bldgs. o, E%@ 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 23,
26 and 27. This great congestion of mildinge in a relatively limited amount
of space rendersd it practically lmpossible for visitors to visuvalize this
area ag it wae in the 1838-68 peried., Az & siep lowards remedying this sit-
wation, the Hational Park Bervise, betwsen 1958 and 1858, has demolished
Bldg, Bo. 17, 18, 21, 22, 25 and 27,

Om the next page of this report will be found a traping made from

Draving ¥o. U-HP-3055, which shows the location of the nen~historic struo-

tures, Bldg. Ho. 19, 20, 23, 24 and 28, that are still standing on the

Arsenal Tre

Ower this same map we have also plotted in the approximate localion of
P

the large and small arsenals in order to assist the ryeader ih vissallzing

3

how the surviving non-historic structures imterfere with fhe proper inter-

pretation of the 183%-80 scvene,

g recopmended that the rswelsning n

=1
o

19, 20, 2%, 24 and 28 be removed to assist In interpreting the arsenal traci

as it appearsd in the 1859-81 period. To further assist in interpreting this
ayes, 1t is recommended that an archeological program be carried out io lo-
cate, if possible, the origlnal foundations of the large and small arsenala,

These foundations or the approximsie site of the, should be marked out on the

e $ e
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grognd, it ig slzo suggested that s poriion of the 185§ fence be yreconsiruo-
ted along Shesandoah Street and the squéire be seeded, landscaped, and trees
planted, following the 1859 photographs of the ares, Oilveet lights, designed

after the one to be sesn ian Photogreph ﬁg@gmﬁ ghould aleso be ingtalled in

thig ares for reasons of protection. A {railside

of the ersénsl trseol and Photographe HIWE6 and U
the marked Ffoundationg of the two asrsenals and fenee, should give visitors
an sxoellsnt idea of the appesranve of this ares in 1809 snd should eliminate

=

any need to reconsiruet the twoe arsenal buildiags, The tolal coest of explora-

tion in the arsenal iract avea has been estimated at $3,000.

SIGNED?

Philip B,
Historian
April 29, 1959



FRANT COLOBEL LBARNEY MWD CAM

REPORT OF LIEUY

ATH TUBHBULL, of the Uorps of
Topographicel Enginesrs, in Reference to a Resolution of Congress Passed
Puring ite Last Besslon, Mmthorisming ithe Pregident to Grant Under Certain

Condltieone a Right of VWay 1o the Winchester and Polomac Railroad Company

Ovsr the Pablie Cround at Harpers Ferzy., Uctober 23, 1834, Micorofilm

Reel 17, V.4, pp.278-273,
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#3140, as acerieined by sppraisers. This building cannot be removed,
The ﬁi&%i iiéiﬁ“‘ i%i@ @&wﬁ o5 %&@ m&% 3@ i&@ iiﬁﬁ @f %&@ f&ilw

and can u@ reymved @12& b@& ﬁi%iiﬁ %%?%a%%» ?ﬁ% ﬂf“ﬁﬁd %ﬁ@%ﬁg&é %j &
w2t to th g&fﬁﬁ&ﬁ@g 8 guarters is reguired for a part of
B %ﬁilﬁiﬁgﬁ iz of frawe, of 1ittle walue, and aleo esaslly

may net be lmproper to remark thet the f&&ﬁiﬁ% of the lois will
noreased by hﬂ opening of the contemplated rallroad, It will
agzary to secure & free passags ﬁi@ﬁ% the gtreets extending
h street %$ iﬁﬁ rviver; that ls, that the rails should be
tently @i%@&i%ﬁ %ﬁf the passage of wagons uvnder them,

Bagust 12, 1834,
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& sngraving vas sade sfter Apyil,

s

oyed, and before June, 1881,

: §

. may be seen the

burned out §i

& short tims pre

v

af the sressel towsrds the riwer ays the

Lot ulldisgs., The swmraving was pade while the Confed-

gtill in possession of Harpers Ferey.

G the sraenal
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John Brown's Battle at

Harpers Ferry against . ' 4
Citizen Volunteers and : ‘ )
Militia, Oct. 17th, 1859. \_ & , ‘
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The two stoyy ullding

the esntrance to the Arsenal
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