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In re Pipe Organ in Curtiss Church

TTj S organ came to thz College from the Pawtucket{R.I., Free Baptist Church of
whith my college friernd,Rev.C.C.k tchell, was then pastor. The orgar ~had bedn
passed on to that church from a Baptist church in Providernce,and was one of the
uwwvg orgars of the kird in use. The wooden pipes,so beautiful in tones,indicate§
. -.tact. : ,

It was rebuilt ir the church,as shown
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e neve your letiter of tad Idth., I you n~re oll ready
the electric tlover could zlxsst be set uwn in one E;r';r, end it wozld
take o dnyInr our :xcn to get there end Pack, o iy suzgestion woulid
ts ii you decide.to ;o rhead, to nrve nim come over rnd spend tle dey
If you can have your vind conductor ready cnd eleciricisn convenient
I believe the regulation a2ll could, be done within thet tize.
Yours very traly,

- < " LA /z‘(_ .
P.S. It happered that one Sunday I sﬁgéi{ggfﬁ%%%fgggﬁéigygiﬁgllegir??ueé
Rév.c C.Mitchéll,ard conversation turneaihponhg;s pris iggogé i?cthelgld
st Py £ i ale: ied him wa was
Carnegie Organ for his church. I aske BonE. B 08 e
“then i e said@ it had not been dlsposed of,but woul ‘
e i (B e cof { it might not come to Sterer.ind
| importured him to see whether pight not " :
i émgeiii;e%ie hgln ot interested Rhode Island rreeoBaptists > enab}id N
Sto%er £o obtair the organ.lt has been a source cCi great satisfactlon s

through the years.
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of the pulpit supporting fine groundglass lights" were given to the church by J. W. McKinney who
made them in the college industrial building.*?
In 1908, an organ was given to Storer College. The executive committee voted to place
it in the Curtis Freewill Baptist Church if the college and the church executed a written contract
"allowing the church to use the organ for Sabbath and other religious services and the College to
have the right to use the church for organ practice for instruction of students and for organ
recitals.” Furthermore, should either party wish to terminate the agreement, the college reserved
the right to remove the organ.*® For over two years, however, the pipe organ stood "unbuilt"
in the church because there were no funds for its rebuilding. Nor could the college find anyone
capable of doing the work. Finally, work commenced in the Spring of 1911, and the following
year, college presidertt Henry McDonald commented how music at the college church had
improved life at the school.* As the college catalog for 1914-15 indicates the organ came from
"Rhode Island friends," it likely is the same organ McDonald later recalled came to Harpers Ferry
from the Pawtucket, Rhode Island, Free Baptist Church.*

According to McDonald, the arrangement executed in the 1890s between the Curtis
Freewill Baptist Church, Storer College, and the General Conference of Free Baptists, whereby
the college deeded the property to the church and the General Conference treasurer became trustee

for most of the funds donated for the church building, left the college with "no hold upon or
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“gtorer Record, March 1907, p. 2, col. 3, Park Reel 122, Flash 1.

“Trustees Minute Book 1898-1913, p. 186, Park R

4Storer Record, May 1911, p. 3, col. 2, Park Reel 122, Flash 4; May 1912, p. 1, col. 2, Park Reel 122, Flash 5.

D

“scCatalogue of Storer College 1914-15, p. 22, Park Reel 128, Flash "Storer College Bulletins"; Henry T. McDonald, Notes on Organ in Curtis
Freewill Baptist Church, 26 July 1944, Storer College Binder General Correspondence.
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George Stevens waa born in Norway, Majne, on 22 April 1803.
As a young man he moved to East Cambridge, Massachuserts, and  Tpe TrFo

at first worked as a carpenter.? In 1820 William Goodrich epened
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an organ shop at Fifth Streec in Eas{ Cambridge and shorrly after-
wards Stevens went to work for Gopdrich. After Goodrich’s death

in 1833,% George Stevans and Willipm

& Gayerty operated unul Gayerty's untl
which Stevens continued alone.'! Gdorge

brother's business, Willlam Stevend want
into business on his ewn accourn! an
formed a partnership with Horartio| Davis
and James Jewert.
According to the 1850 Census, George [
Stevens owned real estale to the value ¢f
$5000. His wife Martha was thirty-thrqe
years old and had been bern i Maj-

Carollne Higgins.'® There is additiqnal in-
formation about Stevens in the 1830 Cep-
sus. At this time the .business had|an ip-
vested capital of $10,000 plus $8,000 In
materials. Twelve male employeegs
produced $18,000 worth of organs |a
year.!'* By 1880, however, the blsineps
seems to have contracted considerably. The
1880 Census return shows that the fi
had an invested capital of $2,000 and|a
further $1,000 on hand In materials, Folir
male employees were producin
$3000 worth of organs a year

more, the enuinerator noted that
organ building plant was idle six
each year.!® Probably in part this

was very low, leaving him free tq do
installation weork in the pleasant workipg
conditions of the spring.

18
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yetty, anether Goodrich
employee, formed a partnership to egnringe the buginess. 19 Srevens
ely death in 1839, after
levens' younger brother,
William Stevens (1808-1896), also(a fopner Goodrich employee,
worked for his brother until 1852. Apcording to one source, he was
a partner with his brother in Stevenj & Gpyetty.'* After leaving his

Besides his erganbuilding activities, Geoige
Stevens was promjneut in the civic affalrs of
Cambridge, Massachuserts. He was elected an
alderinan of the city in 1848, 1849, 1850 and 1855
and was mayor in 1851 and 1852. Stevens was an

Incorporator of the East Cambridge Savings Bank
fnd was its President for the Jast thirty years of his
life. Active in masonic affairs, George Stevens was
a meniber of the Norfolk Union Lodge, E & A. M.
Randolph, Massachusetts, from 1825 until his
death. Unusually for the period, however, Stevens
does not seem to have belonged to any church.18
Stevens retired from organbuilding in 1892 and
two of his employees, employees, George A, Butler
and James L. Gilbert, then took over the firm and
ranitas Gilbert & Butler until 1902.17 As councillor
mayor, and banket, in addition to Orga.nbUi]der’
George. Stevens must have been a very busy rmm:
One piece of evidence, indeed, suggests that
George A. Butler was doing much of Stevens’ organ
work as early as 1852, An inscription inside the
1852 three-manual Stevens organ at Edwards
Church U. C. C. Saxonville, Massachusercs, reads:
"George A. Butler, of George Stevens, builder of this
;r%an.l Organ No. 50."18 When the firm of Gilbert
AT Sti;;l;ec:oscd in 1902, George Butler went to
In-his later years George Stevens suf
rheumartoid arthritis. During riz)e last ten years s:{ﬁ-neis ]i{gerizl;iryasr;;ih
able to walk using crutches. Stevens died at his home, 69 Thomdiky
Street, East Cambridge, early in the morning of V:Vednesda 1;
August 1894, 11is widow, two sons and a daughter survived hi):n 19
I'he officiant at rhe funeral, held in Stevens' house on 17 Au u-sr
was the Rev. W H. Johnson, of the Austin Street Unitarian Chgurcl-:
in East Cambridge. A quartet provided music art the ceremony.2°
During his sixty-year carcer as an inde-
; pendent organbuilder, George Stevens
i built more than eight hundred organs,?!
many of n‘vhich were smal| insrru,menrs'of
» conservative design. This factor may have
! contribured to rthe financial success of his
; wrganbuilding operations,
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