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SECTION 1 -~ ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
A. NAE OF LOTS
Catholic School Lot, Presbyterian Church Lot, and Jefferson’s Lot,

B. PROPOSED USE OF AREA

We agree with Research Historian Charles Snell’s recommendations for the
stabjlization of the ruins of the Presbyterian Church following the removal
of vines which now cover this interesting stone masonry, Some repair will
be necessary to restore about thirty feet of the stone wall connecting this
site with the proximity of Building Ne, 45, Also approved ig Mr,., Snell’s
suggestion for the jnterpretation of the ruins by means of a wayside exhibit
using one or more photographs of the building and site,

His program for the eventual restoration of the entire three lot area to
the approximate historic scene is also excellent, However, for the immediate
future, practical considerations will probably confine this project to the
area between Building No, 45 and the Presbyterian Church ruins. The clesaring
of vines and weeds and the reestablishment of lawn here should be feasible
this year., Eventually, the extension of lawn to Building Ne, 48 should serve
to tie in this interesting architectural introduction for the visitor to the
rest of the lower towm,

C. PROVISIONS FOR OPERATION OF AREA

No specail provisions are provided but the suggested improvements should
be possible of accomplishment thru our regular maintenance division,

The cost of a wayside exhibit would be
establishing lawn can probably be borne by our Maintenance and Rehabilitation

Appropriation.



The subjects of this report, the Catholie School Let, Presbyterian Lot
and Jefferson’s Lot, were all located on the north side of Shenandoah Street
and fronted on that street, They were bounded on the east by Lot Ne, 1,
Shenandoah Street, on the morth by South Cliff Street, on the west by Lot
No, 2, Shenandosh Street, and on the south by Shenandoah Street (See 1869
map, Appendix V of this report),

The three lots were a part of the property purchased on June 15, 1796,
by the United States Government from John Wager, Semior, for the purpose of
mecmmqtmohny.x

In the sale of surplus Government Land that took place in 1852, these
mnm-mmnnmmo’uwmmmm»
lic purposes until 1861. The lots therefore were the property of the United
States Government from 1796 until 1868, On December 15, 1868, title to these
lttlﬂ.qt:ptd“hﬁtdﬂ.ﬂtb!ﬂd“.htﬂb]ln.ﬂ
of Conyress.

The 1803 map of Harpers Ferry (see Appendix I of this report) indicates
that the Shenandoah Street area at that date was practically an unimproved
area, containing ene or twe log cabins and three stables, A glance at the
1, Deed, June 15, 1796, hWager to U.S,, National Archives. Microfilm Reel
21, Volume 7, pages 704-708,

8. Report of Board of Officers, September 24, 1851, Approved by Secretary
of Var, June 10, 1852, Reel 24, V.8, pp.802-806, See alsc 1852 map in Ap-
pendix IV of this report.

3, 1869 Map, Appendix V,

Also C



1835 map in Appendix II of this report will alse reveal that the Cathelie
School, Presbyterian and Jefferson Lots and the remainder of Shenandoah
Street had been densely built wp by 1838, It is therefore apparent that
these houses must have been erected between 1803 and 1835 and probably
more precisely between 1811 and 1834, The luildings situated on these lots
were constructed by either the Govermment or by private individuals as
dwelling houses. In the case of houses erected by private individualas, the
wm‘axunuran-ummmmmm

years 1822 and 1838,
Let us now turn to consider the individual history of these three lots.

4+ BSee Snell, Charles W., "A Comprehensive History of the Construction,
Maintenance and Numbers of Armory Dwelling Houses, 1796-1869, dated Jamuary
13, 1958, pp.l-82,






1. HOUSES ON THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL LOT, 1811 10 1854
A. HOUSES §O, 39 AND 40, ARCHITECTURAL DATA

House No. 39, judging by the 1835 map (Appendix II) fronted approxi-
mately 44 feet on Shenandoah Street and was about 16 feet deep. louse No,
40 fronted on the same strét about 18 feet and was approximstely 24 fest
deep, House No. 39 was described on the 1848-51 lists of Government Dwel~-
1ing Houses as “Stone, one story,” It was valued in 1848 at 3600 and
placed in Class 8.

House No, 40 was desoribed in 1848-51 lists as “Brick, two story.”
It was valued in 1848 at $600 and placed in Class 7 and by 1850 House No.
umuxmnmuwummx
B, USE OF NOUSES NO, 39 AND 40 0 1853

e recerd of the people renting these houses in the very early period
have been located, but the buildings were used as Government Dwelling Houses
for Armory employees. In the 1840%s House No. 3% was rented by James Foley;
by 1848 it was occupied by Jercme B, Young at an anmual rent of 358, From
lmt;lﬂlmlo.Slmwmmﬂllmbl.&huht.
nmxuusmumuwnmu-mtummmmtu.nm.‘

House No, 40 was first rented in the 1840’s by John M, Barnes. By 1848
it was rented for $40 a year by Daniel Young, Jr,, and in 1850 it was occupled
1. "List of Dwelling Houses belonging to the United States at Harpers Ferry
30th June 1848,” Reel 18, V.12, p.1186. “List of Dwelling Houses Belonging
to the United States at Harpers Ferry, December 31, 1850, Photostatic Col-
R e bttty B I T Rt IR S il e
2. Ibid,, Census of 1850, Reel 10, V.2, p.126, Alse Yirginia Fyee Press,
April 25, 1851, p.d, c.d=for Ott’s store.
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3
HWL.W.J‘I”““I“IMJ.T.M.

C. JOUSES ¥O. 41 AND 43, ARCHITECTURAL DATA
Houses No. 41 and 42 were erected by John &, Gallagher in 1826, Super-
intendent James Stubblefield described these houses in 1829 as follows:

"Number 5,

Prame House plastered cutside, kuilt for a dwelling house and printing office,
Erected in 1826

Erected by John 8, Gallagher

Erected by permission of the Superintendent

Estimated Values $600.

* . eoliote 7, Lot No, S.ecis situated on Ghenandoah Street. The building e-
rected upon it was built for the purpose until lately, ccoupled as a
priating office, and, as such considered hi w; jobs of printing
being frequently regquired for armory purposes..

In 1828 Mr, Gallagher offered his house for sale and described it as:

®eothe IDUSE at Hazpers Perry, formerly occupled by my Priating Office
and family, and now in the cccupancy of P, C, McCabe, Esq. will contain, when
completed, 10 rooms, with a kitchen and smoke house, and a good cellar, It
is situated on Shenandosh Street, next to the store of Messrs Maslin & Co,
&m%ﬂdhu&t“.b.“.uh&b.?nt&l‘“m
Appendix I1).” H

Judging by the 1835 map, House No, 41 fronted 24 feet on Shenandoah
Street and was about 38 feet deep., lHouse No, 42, which was attached to House
No, 41, fronted about 18 feet on Shenandoah Street and was 22 feet deep.

3. "List of Dwelling Houses Bélonging to the United States at Harpers Ferry

30th June 1848," Reel 18, V.12, p.l186, *List of Dwelling Houses Belonging

to the United States At Harpers Ferry, December 31, 1850, Photestatic Col-

lection, Map Case, Drawerglio, 4, p.2. "List of Dwelling Houses at Harpers

hn'y, Per Inventory 30 June uu. Reel 18, V.12, p.1178., Census of 1850,
Reel 10, V.2, p.126. Vircinia Free Presg, April 25, 1851, p.3, ¢.2-0tt’s store.

4
States, “ashingten, 1

8. Nixginia Free Press, December 3, 1828, p.d, cul.

s Vo, Paldld, e Vody Po

~



House No. 4] was described on the 1848-5]1 lists of Government Dwelling
Houses as "Wood, 2 story”™ and Ne, 42 as a2 one story "frame addition to Ne,
41." House No, 42 was "Broken up in 1848, House No, 41 was valued at $600

u‘.lu-dhcunl:nll“. In 1850 the same house was valued at §500
and placed in Class 8,

C. ZIE UNITED STATES ACQUIRES FOUSES NO AND
Ona November 24, 1830, Superintendent George Rust, Jr., informed Col.
George Bomford of the Ordnance Office:

“I have made a conditional contract (to be bhinding if sanctioned by you)
with Mr, John S, Gallaher for the purchases of the houses erected by him at
this Armory- under the authority of Mr, Stulblefield, They consist of dwel-
ling house, Kitchen & store house comnected together on Shenandoah Street,
for which he is to be paid the sum of $900, This property is now rented te
two individuale until the lst April next; one of whom pays for the dwelling
house, a rent of $100 per anmum; the other (cccupying the storercem) at the
rate of §4 per month, The rents which will be due to the lst April next a-
mounting to about 5116 are alsc to be transferred by Mr, Gallaher to the U,
States for the consideration before mentioned,

1 consider the price fixed on this property, low, and believe it would
cortainly be much more to the interest of the Government to make the purchase,
than te erect new buildings. The dwelling house & kitchen are convenient &
comfortable, and the store house, if finished, (which could be done at an
expense not exceeding $150) would rent for §75 or $100 per annum. Ancther
inducement to make this purchase is, that by doing so, one, of the many
claime (which it is desirable should be extinguished) held by individuais
on the houses at this place will be removed.,” 7

mwmw-mumu..uuuu

1831 for $635,00, tlmas acquidng full contrel of these houses,

6. "list of Dwelling Houses, 30th June 1848, Reel 18, V.12, p.1186, “"List
of Dwelling-Houses, Dec, 31, 18507 p.2, "List of Dwelling Houses, 30 June
1851," Resl 18, V.12, p.l1178.

7. Rust to Domford, Hovember 24, 1830, Reel 22, V.10, pp.051-052,

8, National Archives R.G. 156, Eantry 836, Annual Report 1830-31, p.195,
Feel “' V.S. ’o‘”o



D. USES OF HOUSES NO,. 41 AND 43, 70 1883
From 1826 to 1628 House No, 41 was the residence of Joha 8, Gallagher,

editor of the Harpers Ferxy Free Press, and House No, 42 was his newspaper
prianting shep. In 1828 Gallagher moved his Musiness to Charles Town and he
thumtdl-uolo.una“utnur.c.m.. In Rgbruary, 1830,
House No, 42 wvas rented by N, Buckmaster as a “shoe and fancy store.,” Mr.
Buckmaster informed the public that his “store will be found one door west
of Moslin and Mokim’s (Who were located in Bldg. Ne. 4§, and adjoining the
dwelling of P, C, MeCabe Gého was living in House Vo, co.m

By July, 1830, Mr., Buckmaster apparently vacanted House No. 42 for John
8, Gallagher advertised “For Rent. A yeom at Harpers Perry, calculated for
a—um.'u

No yecord of use of the twe houses for the peried 1831 to 1840 has been
established, In June, 1840, however, James K. Hayman, editor of the Jlaypers
- Herzy Constitutienalist, informed Edward Lueas, Jr., Superintendent of the
Armory: *1 wish to yent for a printing office the house on Shenandoah 5t,.,
next door above the reom (Ja Bldg, No, 4§) now cccupied as a post office,
m—-mmnhsn.x.t.ax.u.m.mma-
parpose (Bouses No. 41 and 40 .

Superintendent Lucas forwarded this request to Lt, Col. George Talcott,
of the Ordnance Department, recommending ite approval and also stating:

9. Yizginis Free Press, December 3, 1838, p.é, c.l.
10, I:id,, Pebruary 10, 1830, p.3, c.6.

11, Jbid., July 21, 1830, p.3.

13, Hayman to Lucas, June 16, 1840, Reel 12, V.7, p.683,

—f-



*“The house designated has not been occupied as a dwelling, except for a very
short time, & was given up, because it is not suited for thai purpose, on ao-
count of its being Muilt on the side of the Street where there is no reom or
ground, Besides a Printing Office is useful and necessary in a place like
this, & it is not an easy matter for the Editor to procure a suitable office
at a reasonable reat on private M"u

Heyman’s application for Houses No. 4l and 42 weég§ approved by Lt. Cel.

14
Talcott on July 20, 1840, These buildings thus served as the newspaper

priating office of mw from 1640 to 1842,
‘nthpwmtutdw.'

House No. 42, the store or shop, was demolished in 1648, louse No. 41
was rented in 1848 by Thomas Whaley, Jr., for 850 a year, By 1850 it was
occupied by William Kirby, also at an annual rent of $50, In 1851 it wes

16
next yented Ly J. T, Adams and ia 1852 wes again rented by William Kirby.

in the sale of Government Houses and lote held in 1852, Dwellings No.
17
39, 40 and 41 were located on reserved ground and thus not offered for sale.

13, Lucas to Taleott, July 17, 1840, Reel 13, V.7, p.88l
14, Taloott to Lucas, July 230, 1840, Reel 18, V.l, p.d.
1. BSee Petition of Joseph Smith and Others to Secretary of War, Cctober

26, 1841, Reel 26, V.1, p.4S, stating that Hayman and Smith, the editors,
were then cooupying these houses, eto.

16, List of Dwelling Houses, 30th June 1848, Reel 18, V.13, p,1186. List,
December 31, 1850, p.2; List, June 30, 1851, Reel 18, V.12, p.1178. Census
.’ 1.“. M “. '.‘. ’.m.

w ﬁmmawxmmmms.uu.u.
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Following the sale of houses in 1852 the Asmery began & progrem of demolish-

ing old substandard dwelling houses that were still hntc:.umt
property. Thus in June, 1853, h-l:o.uuuundua. Houges No, 39
and 40 were demolished in May, 1854, Thus Ly 1854 this lot was completely

cleared of all old Government Dwelling Housea.
o SATRLIC SCHOCL LOT, 1854 - 1968

On December 16, xus.w-mnd-mm,umm.hm
Armory, informed Col. Henry K, Craig, of the Ordnence Office:

*The Catholic Clurch at this place are desirious of erecting a school
house near their church which by reference to the map (pee “B” and 1848 and
maps, Appendixes 111 and you will is situated the 8, W,
of Agre Reservation, The of the ,

Vestry on “est projects over
trustees the School wish to have the strip
tional pi to the Vest it granted to them
a house The leot be a ledge of rock
s, and no value UsSe= It wonld only
to yun three sides this lot, instead of
-4 Mu ® at the request of Dr, Marsdon whe i

On Decesiber 29, Col. Craig veplied to Higer, stating that Huger’s letter
had been handed to him by Dr, Mermion and that Craig had suimitted it to the
Secretary of War, Mtuw.’x

On Docember 29, 1853, Col, Craig informed Gol. Huger that the Secretary
of Var had approved this application for a lot and Craig directed that:
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18, Superintendent Benjamin Huger to Col, H, X, Craig, Ordnance Officg July
2, 1853, Reel 24, V.9, p.0897. Transmitting account sale of old building me-
terials of House No, 4l.

16, Reel 18, V.12, p.1197. Valuation of building materials of old louses
at Harpers Perry Armory, 11 May 1854,

20, Huger to Craig, December 16, 1853, Reel 26, V.2, p.1M.
21, Craig to Buger, December 23, 1853, Reel 19, V.6, p.596,

-



Copies of neither lease for scheol lots have been located in the Nat-
ional Archives, but it is apparent that a lot on top of the cliff was granted
teo the Catholic Church as the site for a scheol lot in 1854, This grant pro-
bably did not extend down to the level land on Shenandoah Street that is
marked on the 1860 map as the “Catholic School Lot,” A Schoolhouse, a two
story stone building, was built between 1854 and 1857 and located on the
top of the cliff, just to the west of the clurch. (See Photograph HF-249,
e print made in 1857,) mg'htmm!un.duccahuo School
fyom about 1854 until 1888, Thus the portien of the Catholic Scheol Let
now located within the Monument boundaries along Shenandoah Street was a
vacant lot in 1888,

The one and a half stery brick Catholic Schoolhouse, shown on the 1913
map (Appendix VI) and located within the present Park boundaries, was not
erected until lll‘.“ This building was used as a school until 1898, when
the school was discontinued because of a shortage of children, owing to the
Motm!ﬂnummhtqumtco.“

22, Craig to Huger, December 29, Reel 18, V.6, p.597-594,

b e g g S g S o B
B o

¢ Pe20,
2¢. Date on Corner Stone on bullding, stone on exhibit at Church.

25. IHatoxy of St, Peter®s Church, p.20.

-G



The stone retaining wall shown on the 1813 map, fronting on Shenandosh
Street, as well as the stone retaining walls Muilt aleng the eliff on the
rear of the lot, because of their extensive nature, were probably constructed
by the Asmory in 1854 as a part of the general cleanup of this area, Title
to the Catholic Scheol Lot, as shown on the 1869 nap, was granted to the
Catholic Church by an Aet of Congress, dated December 15, 1808,

4, JETICRICAL PLAKS OF BUILDINGS

So plans of House No, 39, 40, 41, 42, the 1854-1857 Catholic School or
the 1866 Catholic Schoel have been found and it is Mghly unlikely that any
will ever be located.

Se IQJICEICAL PRINTS AND PHUTOGRAPID

No historical priats or photographs showing the level land of this let
along Shenandoah Street in the 1853-1865 pericd have been found, Views of
the 18564-57 Catholic School House located on top of the ¢liff, however, will
be found in Charles W, Snell’s "A History of Lot Ne, 1 te 11, Block C, Shen-
andoah Street, 1796-1865," dated Jamuary 23, 1969, page 110, HR-249, an 1857
print; page 111, FF-§, a Civil Var print; page 112, HR36), an 1865 photograph;
and page 113, HF-68, an 1880 view. An 1895-1896 view of the level ground and
new brick schoolhouse on Shenandosh Street will be feund on page 116, HR-99,
of the same report, page 117, a 1932 serial view, HR-289,

6. RSARY OF HISTORICAL DATA
A Qumership of the Land
The Cathelic School lot was owned by the United States Government frem
1786 to 1868, The portion of the lot located on top of the cliff was granted
by the United States Govermment, under a 20-year lease, to the Catholic Church

-10-



in 1854 for use as a school lot, Title te the cliff lot and the level land
below, as laid out on the 1869 map, however, was not granted to the Catholie
Church until December 15, 1868,
5. Zarly Houses on the lot

Four houses, No, 39, 40, 41 and 42, were located on this lot, Houses
No, 39 and 40 were erected at some date between 1811 and 1835 as dwelling
houses, lMHouses No. 4l and 42 were erected in 1826 by John 8, Gallagher as
a dwelling house and printing office. Houses No. 39 and 40 were used as
Government dwelling houses for Armery employees frem the time they were con-
structed until 1852, FHouses No. 41 and 42 were the Harpers Ferry Free Press
building from 1826-1828 and the Harpers Feryy Constitutionalist printing office
from 1840-1841.

All four houses were demolished by the Covernment by May, 1854.

C. Llse of the Lot, 1854-186]

The upper portion of the lot, located on top of the eliff, was leased
by the Government to the Catholic Church fer use as school let, A two stery
stone scheolhouse was erected on the Hpper portion in the 1854-57 perioed,
mxmmumm.xnmdumxmxmmm
Street, was kept as a vacant lot by the Armory from 1854 until after the Civl
War., The stone retaining walls still standing on this lot, fremting on Shen-
andoah Street, and also along the rear of the lot on the cliffs, were probably
constructed by the United States Govermment in 1854 as a part of the general

cleanup of Armory property.



7. CATHOLIC SCHOOL LOT TOBAY

The stone two story 1854-1857 school is still standing en the top of the
cliff and is owned by the Catholic Church., The lower pertion of the Catholie
School Lot is now included within the boundaries of the Monument., Ruins of
the 1886 schoolhouse were cleaned up by the National Park Service in 1985
or 1856, The old stone retaining walls, however, are still standing in good
condi tien.






1. EARLY MOUSED O THE PRESHYIERIAN CHUKCH LOT

Probably located on this lot uatil 1852 were Armory Dwelling Houses No,
35, 36, 37 and 38, These houses were erected Ly either the United States
Government or Armory workmen at some date between 1811 and 1834, They were
small one story frame houses which may explain why the U, 8, Army engineers
did not bother to dilineate them on their 1835 map of Harpers Ferry (see Ap-

pendix II of this report).
The four houses were described on the 1848-5) lists of Govermment Dwel-

ling Houses as follows:

House No, 351 Vood, 1 stery.

1848 Valued at $450, Class 9. Etdl“lhvlultﬁhhﬂd
ted 1848 by William Earle for $42 a year

1850 Valued at $380, Class 11. Rented by J, W, Stover for $34, a year
1851~52 Rented by Joln W, STover,

lisuse No. 36t Vood, one stery.

18482 vnu‘-tmo,cxmu.muumuu mcm
1850: Valued at $250, Class 12, ®
1851-52 ® * Jacch Gompf,

louse Yo, 37+ Veod, 1 story.

1848, Valued at $500, Class 8. Rented by James Wigington for $35 a year,
1850, Valued at $300, Class 11, Rented by James Wigington for $18 a year

end J. ¥, Arvin for $18 a year.
1851523 Rented by Wigington and Arvin,

Houge Jie, 381 Vood, one story,

1848, Valued at $500, Class 8, Rented by Armistead Hobbs for $35
1850, Vglued at 3300, Class 11, * * ol » ® @
1881-52 e & o o o

year,
L]
.

1, List of Dwelling Houses, 30 June 1848, Reel 13, V.12, p.1186, List of
Dwelling Houses, 31 Dec, 1851, p.2; List of Dwelling Houses, June 30, 1851,
Reel 18, '."'g_' pell78, Alse of 1850, Reel 1‘. V.l. Pp.l26-127,

-ld~



2. RISPOSAL OF EARLY FHOUSES, 1853-1854
In the sale of Government Houses and Lote held in 1852, Dwellings Ne,

35, 36, 37, and 38 were located on reserved ground and thus not offered for
-10.’. Following the 1852 sale the Armory began a program of demolishing
the old substanderd dwelling houses that were still loecated on GCovernment
property. Tius in February, lug.lnulo. 36 was demolished and the mater-

ials sold to the highest bidder. Houses No, 35, 37 and 30 were torn down
4
and the material sold by May, 1854, Thus by 1854 the Prosbyterian Church

Lot had been cleared of all the old Government Dwelling Heuses,

3. ZHE PRESHYTERLAN CHURCH, 1841 - 1868
On October 17, 1841, Major Henry K. Craig, then Superintendent of the
Harpers Ferry Ammory, notified Chief of Ordnance, Col, George Bomford:

“A mumber of Mghly respectable persons in this village end vicinity, many
of them connected with the Armory, are about forming themselves into a re-
ligious ion of the Presbyterien order, Bnd have though their inten-
ded Minister Eg.!.l.w.pudanmmmdaut

on which to erect a Muilding for public worship. I think their
be granted without the slighest injury to the Govermment or Armory i

and that the formation of a religicus society under eircumstances sech as
appear to attach to the one in question, with a suitable place of worship,
would tend greatly to the promotion of morals at this place, and consequently

i

and the Hill, and near the upper end of the village,
The farther aid of the Government is solicited by the Society in the
erection of the building; this part
of the petition I would not undertake to recommend, but should it be granted
I have no doubt will be honestly applied to the ohject for which it is asked.,” §

i
:
§
g
B
:
g
:
¥

3. GSuperintendent Benjamin Huger to Cel. H. K, Craig, Ordnance Office, Peb-
reary 1.. 1”" Reel “. 'C’. '0“‘.

4. Buger to Craig, May 11, 1854, Reel 18, V.12, p.1197,

S« Craig to Bomford, Cctober 17, 1841, Reel 23, V.1, pp.97-98; for name of
first minister, see, Virginia Free Presp, August 3, 1843, p.3, c.l.

«15-



Secretary of Var J. C. Spenser approved this application on Cctober 20,
1843, OSuperinteandent Craig was informed that “he has approved of the mes-
sure, provided it be selected so as not to interfere with the preseat opera-
ticns of the Armory or with its furture improvement, There is ne fund,

6
however, out of which the donation in money can be accorded.”
nn.n;mu-madmmumueumumu
church fairs, The building, as revealed in the following notice, was com-
pleted in 1843:

#DEDICATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, AT HARPERS-PERRY

The Presbyterian Church at Harpers-Ferry, on Shenandoah Street, will
be opened for Divine worshdp on the third Sabbath of this month, 20th in-
stant, at 11 o’clock, A.M.

The Rev, Wm, M, Atkinson is expected (D.V.) te preach the Dedication
Sermon, After the sermon, a collection will be taken up to meet in part
the debt still remaining upen the Church. The Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper will be celebrated on the evening of that day,.

N.B. The seats are entirely free, and the community are invited te attend.,”

The site of the church and the sise of the lot granted by the Government
may be seen by glancing at *A* on the 1848 and 1852 maps in Appendixes III
and IV of this report. The Presbyterian Clurch building is to be seen on
the 1913 map (Appendix VI) where it is described as a "two story brick
Office and Shop.” According to this map the building was 26 feet by 48 feet
in sise, An excellent photograph of the Church, HF-357, taken about 1865
will also be found in C, W, Snell’s "History of lLots No. 1 te 7, Bleek D,
Shenandoah Street, 1796-1865," dated Januwary 30, 1969, on page 28, This
6. Oecretary of War te Ordnance Department, October 20, 1841, Reel 1§, V.14,
’o;.“s “C.to A, Mordeau te &tp. m. Qetober lﬂ, 1“1. Reel 1'. '01‘
PeiBn
7. Bee for example Yirginia Free Progs, ‘wJuse 8, 1843, p.3, c.2,

8. Yirciala Free Press, August 18)54843, p.3, c.l.
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mmuauu.ummcuuunwv-nxm
foundation,

By February, mo.mm-umuu.mqb.' In April,
1860, the church had been “aicely cleaned and painted and new inside blinds
of ellcloth and crimson curtains at the chair in fromt,, Mrs, Kreps is the
muum.mwuu;. 1 do not sing any more upstairs,”
Mre, Mausy wrote to her daughter,

4. T PRESOVIERIAN COMGREGATION, HARPERS FLIJY

According to a history of the Presbyterian Church, the ministers of this

congregation from 1841 to 1865 weres

1. Rev, Thomas D. Haaber ( eod NHoover in the s of the time),
October, 1841, to December, 1845, in connection with teville,

2. William H, love, with Martinsiurg, October, 1846, to June, 1349,
3, Austin C, Heaton, with Shepherdstown, 1850, to October, 1884,
¢, Charles Vhite, with Berryville, 1855, to 1861,
S« Warven B, Dutteon, 1867 teo 1871,
The congregation numbered in
1843: 27
1858: 71
1860: 39
1667: 20.
A Sunday achool was begun in Harpers Ferry in 1856 with 30 children,
1y C. Mo Sadl frem origiaale 1n possansien of Nedo Kaonoth Ginsbarye
10, Mary E, Mausy to Mrs, James Burten, April 29, 1860,
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The clurch suffédied extreme damage at the hands of Federal troops and
was repaired and reconditioned in 1868 at the cost of at least §2,211.08,
of which $1,711,06 came frem the U, 5, overnment as war damages. A deed
to the Presbyterian church lot, as shown on the 1869 map (Appendix V) was
granted by the United States to the trustees for the church, without con-
sideration or any reservation, on December 15, 1863, persuant to an Act of
Congress for the disposal of Government lands at Harpers Ferry, Due to a
mx:m.mmwmmwummcuxmumx.u

puﬂuuummxn.mmmmxmrmm
United States from 1852 to 1868 for Lot Ne, 3, Bleck D, Shenandoah Street,
for use as a parsonage lot. The Preasbyterian Church, however, never actually
m«um-m-utmu1m.n

As can be seen in Photograph HF-357 (1865), the chureh huilding was el-
evated on a one story stone basement, with ground level close to the main
entrance on the sevond floor level, It therefore appears probable that stone
retaining walls still fronting on Shenandosh Street and extending from the
eastern end of the Catholic Scheol Lot westward to the Presbyterian church
(see 1813 map, Appendix VI) were erected in 1854 by the United States Govern-
ment during its cleamup of this general area,

5. MISTORICAL PLANS OP BUILDIAGS
Ne Mstorical plans of Houses No, 35, 36, 37 and 38 or the Presbyterian

m. m um-u. 1“7. p.l“-m.
12. Snell, C, W,, "History of Bleck D, Shemandoah Street,” pp.l8-22,
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Church have been found and it is highly unlikely that any will ever be found,
6. HLSICRICAL PRINIS AND PHOTOORAPIS

An 1857 print, Photograph HR-249, made from Jeffersen Rock and showing
the cupola of the Presbyterian Church will be found on page 110 of C, W.
Snell’s "History of Block C, Shenandosh Street.” Alse in the same report,
on page 113, will be found a Civil Var view of the church, HF-88, drawn from
Loudoun Heights; and on page 117 an aerial view, HP-289, showing that the
church building was still standing ia 1932,

A very fine photograph of the church, HF-357, made about 1865, will be
found on page 28 of C, W, Snell’s "History of Block D, Shenandoah Street.”

7. SRQURY OF HISTORICAL DATA

A. mership of the land
The Presbyterian Church Lot was owned by the United States Government

from 1796 to 1868, A portion of this lot, located on the level land along
Shenandosh Street, was leased free of rent te the Presbyterian Church from
October 20, 1841, to 1868 for use as a church lot, Title to the level land
and the cliffs above, as laid ocut on the 1869 map, was granted to the Pres-
byterian Church by an act of Congress on December 15, 1868,
B. Early Houses on the Lot

Four Government Houses, No. 35, 36, 37 and 38, were probably located
on this lot in addition to the Charch. The Dwelling Houses were erected at
some date between 1811 and 1835 as residences for Armory employees. All
four buildings were demolished as substandard houses by the United States
between 1853 and 1854, The lot was therefore clear of all kuildings, except
the Clurch, in the period 1854 to 1865,
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Co Prestyterian Clurch
This uilding was completed in 1843 and the clurch was dedicated on

August 20, 1843, The structure measured 36 by 48 feet in sime. Its first
floor, & one story stone basement, was located at strest level and had a
door opening on the street, Above this was a 1j story briek structure with
a wooden cupola on the roof, The main entrance to the church was at the
east end at the second floor level, the ground at this peint having been
filled or built up., The luilding, in 1860, was heated by & furnafce, and
had oilcloth blinds at the windows and an organ, This building was sold in
1910 or 1511 and henceforth used for commercial purposes. It was apparently
destroyed by the 1936 or 1942 flood, The stone retaining walls, froating
on Shenandosh Street and extending from the Church eastward across the freat
of the Cathelic School lot, were probably erected by the United States Covern-
ment in 1854 as a part of the general program carried out at that time of re-
moving old dwelling houses, cleaning up and landscaping Armery property.
The cliffs at the rear of this lot served as a public quarry for stone used
in corstructing both public and private buildings in Harpers Ferry before
the Civil Var.
8. PRESHVIERIAN CRURCH LOT TODAX

The stone foundations of the Presbyterian Church, one story high, still
stand in 1959 largely intact, The 1854 stone retaining walls are also in-
tact and in good condition.






1. EARLY HOUSES ON JEFFERSCH'S LOX

Probably located on this lot until 1852 were Armory Dwelling Houses No,
31, 32, 33, and 34. These buildings were erected by either the United States
Government or Armory workmen at some date between 1811 and 1834, The houses
are not shown on the 1835 map (Appendix II), probably because they were lo-
cated on the north side of Shenandoah Street and therefore not greatly effected
by the proposed right of way of the Winchester and Potomac Railroad.

The four houses were described on the 1848-51 liste of Government Dwel-
ling Houses as follows:

House Ho, 3lt Vood one story

1848: Valued at $250. Class 12. mhymludr!-m.m.
1850: *"Sold in 1849” that is, demolished and the materials sold.

Jicuse No, 32t Stone, two story

1848: Valued at $800, Class 6, Part yrented by John Berlin for $35 a year,
Part reanted by W, H, Weantsls for $35 a year,

18503 Valued at 35600, Class 7. Mmudbyhl.hummlm.
Part rented by J, W, Roderick for $35 a year.

1851 Iutdby&. M. Ball and J, W, Rederick,

Houge No. 331 OStone, one story.

1848: Valued at $300, Class 11, Rented by Joshua T, Lewis for $32 a year,
18503 Valued at $200, Class 13, Rented by Absalom Kiley for $32 a year.
1851-53: Rented by Absalom Riley.

August 14, 1852, "Materials sold” - house demolished,

House No, 34t Vood, one story,
“Broken up in 1845, No record of pecple reating house found, 1

1. List of Dwelling Houses, 30 June 1848, Reel 18, V.12, pp.1185-1186,
List of Dwelling Houses, 31 December 1850, pp.l-2. List of Dwelling Houses
Jl."ﬂ. 1851, Reel 18, V.12, p.1178, Also Census of 1850, Reel 10, V.2,
p.127.,



The probable arrangement and location of Houses No, 31 te 41 in 1848
will be found on the 1848 map, Appendix 111, marked in ink by the writer,

2. DISPOSAL OF HOUSES NO, 33 AND 33, 1853-1854

In the sale of Government Houses and Lots held in 1852, Dwellings Neo.
32 and 33 were located on reserved ground and thus not eoifered for ulo.‘
House Ho, 33, as already noted, was demolished and the materials in the
building seld on August 14, 1852, House No, 32 was probably demolished in
April, 1“8.’ Jefferson’s Lot was thus cleared of all old Government Dwel-
ling Houses in 1853, The lot was still vacant in 1865, as is revealed by
a detailed inventory of Armory Dwelling Houses submitted in July, 1865, that

£y
make no mention of any Government Dwelling House being located on this land,

3. 1859 AND APTER

Jefferson’s Lot in the 1858-1865 peried was therefore a vacant piece of
Armory property. On December 15, 1868, the lot, as laid out on the 1868 map,
(Appendix V) was conveyed by the United States to the Town of Harpers Ferry
free of charge under an Act of Congress., It is therefore apparent that the
buildings shown on the 1813 map (Appendix VI); namely, @ two story frame sheop,
a one story frame dwelling and a two story steme jail, must all have been
erected after 1868 and henoce may be considered as nen-historic structures.

2. Legend Exhibiting the Coryesponding Nusbers of the Houses...30th June 1852,

3., Superintendent Benjamin Huger te Cel. H, K, Craig, Ordnance Office, April
1, 1853, Reel 24, V.9, p.870-transmitting account sale of "twe of the old
uildings...located on reserved ground.,” Other numbered houses in this area
mmhno demolished at that time, so being No. 32 was probably torn down
at s time,

4. BPBrig, Genl, Edward D, Ramsay to Brig. Genl. As B, Dyer, Chief of Om.
July 27, 1865, Harpers Perry Photostatic Collection, Map Case, Drawer Ne,

10.
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4. HISWORICAL PLANS OF BUILDINGE
No Mstorical maps or plans of Houses No, 31, 32, 33, and 34 have been

found and it is highly unlikely that any will ever be lecated,
5. HISIORICAL PKINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

Mo historical prints or photographs showing the level ground of the
Jefferson’s Lot that fromts on Shenandoah Street during the 1852-1865 peried
have been found, A 1832 aerial view of this area will be found on page 117
(HP-289) of C, W, Snell’s "History of Bleck C, Shenandoah Street,”

6. SUMARY OF HISTORICAL DATA

A Owmership of the Land
Jefferson’s Lot was owned by the United States Government from 1796

to 1868, On December 15, 1868, under an Act of Congress of that date, the
lot was deeded by the United States to the Town of Harpers Ferry.
B. Jarly Houses On The lot
Four Government Houses, Ho. 31, 32, 33 and 34 were probably lecated
on this lot, These dwelling houses were erected at seme date between 1811
and 1835 as residence for Armory eaployees, All four buildings wers demolished
as substandard houses by the United States between 1845 and 1853,
C. Zhe Lot In 1858
Jefferson’s Lot, from 1854 to 1865, was a vacant or cleared piece of
Armory property. The cliffs at the rear of this lot served as a public gquar-
ry from which stone was taken to construet both public and private buildings
in Harpers Perry prier to the Civil War,
7. JEFFERSON’S LOT TODAY
Jeffersen’s Lot, in 1959, is vacant and overgrown with youny trees and
tell grass, All traces of non-historic structures that were erected on this
lot after 1868 have been removed,
-
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On the following pages are presented 1859 histerical base maps of the
Catholic Scheel Lot, the Presbyterian Church Lot and Jefferson’s Lot; that
is, that portion of these lots that were located aleng the level ground on
Shenandoah Street, The map has been traced from the 1913 map in Appendix
VI of this report and the lots and buildings pletted in to scale on the basis
of evidence presented ia this repert.

1. SWEURY - 1859 HISTORICAL BASE MAP

CATHOLIC SCHOOL LOT The portion of this lot now located within the
boundaries of the Momument, the level land on Shenandoah Street and cliff at
the rear of the lot, were owned by the United States in 1858 and were ve-
cant. A stone retaining wall, erected by the United States Covernment about
1854, probably ran along Shenandoah Street, Lecated on the cliff above, in
1859, was a two stery stone Catholic Schoolhouse, erected between 1854 and
1857, The land on which the scheol was located had been leased by the United
States to the Catholic Church as a school lot in 1854,

PRESOYTERIAN CHURCH LOT Owned by the United States Government, in 1859,
leased to the Presbyterian Church from October 20, 1843 to 1868, Church erected
1843, a one story stone foundation with 1f story brick building on top; wooden
cupola, The uilding measured 26 feet by 48 feet in size. The remainder of
the Jot was cleared of all other buildings in 1859, A stone retaining wall,
erected by the United States Governmeant about 1354, probably ran from this
church sastward to the Cathelic School lot,

JEFPERSON’S LOT Owned by the United States in 1859, A vacant lot in
1859 and cleared of all kuildings.

2. RECOSENDATIONS
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N 4
% B

j kN

%lp
2eod
uum 3
: 285,
“ s S MtOAR
Brd < o 5 2
: L m..ve&mluu
@ U a ImeC
. = O 2,
) W\ £ N =<
i

80“0
~ mw..
o @ .
¢ i ; HL
g ¢€€evso M £
— Ay

Let

>-

/\ ?mmraﬂninl n»c.«.ﬂwu.
Lot 184i-1B6E
T e st Stk BN AT T Bt Tl o e

...4. -
Al{.\ﬁ\l T,\mm.vxm,\_i s /
: |

CAavYe N

O

—_—

w howavdsal <tvrec?

| ?a 1 ._ 1
i H Y
) b i
o I pie s M | /.p /



/ o
4 | gy :
F
gl 14 E.l OA
,.l/ Illlt.l wl pT
v M HM&WIIII«..II}
Ex s g
o L 9 v
,. Cathalie Heay
_H_-: Scheol Lot . Bm&muwu 5 \
I SN 7ol ,t . = R
~ chee 1xsy- 1568 5 mw\mmm_., .
C el e e = R
e sl SRl &&Pm

le Auvh Lot [B¥/= )z68
[ ?«;«m:»{

\J\.
Avve & _
*
_

_ )

_

_ D |
s

w\\s\h\\m\\x\k\\» P e ol Y NS ks LA (L A A A 5l 7 AN 109 dn oW I s O 1

Shewandeah Skveet

e ey i e
._ u.\ﬁ 1 Feasm, wu. NW: { :
gy 17 ..AM Wa go4 m\ﬂn.xx f Do N hW
Y _ 9L Shed CAthelic i o | e ! ! 9
/ N\ S 2 Presh groviad GAVTCA | ey 6h
V) & Chove b ﬁ)snoksui fw —_— .M s
J : b),«h.rsMM,M@ ! hox* (fa) “ V &
i ‘ |
= _ KIIGA -
Y | T 4 32
e | | w | Sk F 3 8
A - ol | T m
¥ ! | g .,..
!



A. Catholic School lot. This lot has been cleared of all non-historic
ruins and is regularly mowed., It is recommended that similar maintenance
be continued in the future,

B. Ryesibyterian Church lot. This lot contains a substantial portion of
the stone foundation ruins of the old church. The remainder of the let is
covered with youny trees, and tall grass. The ruins themselves are heavily
overgrown with vines, It is recommended that the vines be removed so that
visitors can see the ruins, but that some of the young trees be left stand--
ing., It is alec suggested that the remainder of the lot be mowed and main-
tained as a grassy area as it undoubtedly was in 1859,

C. Jeffexson’s lot. This area contains ne hdstoric or non-historic mur-
face ruins and wvas vacant in 1858, It is now overgrown with tall grass and
young trees. It is suggested that some of the better young trees be left
standing, the remainder of the area to be mowed as it probably was maintained
in 1868, If this program is followed the area on the nerth side of Shenan-
doah Street, extending from Bldg, No., 45 up to Bldg, 48, would preseant a
fairly neat appearance, as was the case with Armory property in general in
1888,

It is also recommended that the ruins of the Presbyterian Church be
stablised and that this former building can be interpretated for the benefit
of visitors by utilising Photograph HF-357 in a trail side exhibit to be
located in that general area,

TSgd) CHARLES W. SNELL
Charles W. Snell

Historian (Park Supervisery)
Pebruary 11, 1958
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*PLAN and SECTION of a CANAL at the Lower Falls of the SHENANDOAH RIVER-
ite junction with the Publiec Canal at HARPIRS FERRY, and the Necessary
Locks., OSurveyed by N, King & Leond., Harbaugh, Feb, 1803.*

National Archives R.6.77. Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers,
Fortification Map Pile, part of map: Dr.150, Sheet 2.
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#MAP OF HAKPEKS FERKY, Shewing the Location of the WINCHESTER and FOTOMAC
RAIL ROAD, Drawn by Lieuts, White, Allen, and B, S, Smith, U.S. Army, Under
the dizection of James Kearney, Lt. Col. and T.E., 1835-No. 2. Approved
by President Andrew Jackson, January 37, 1835,”

National Archives R.6.77. Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers.
Fortification Map File, part of map., Dr. 150-Sheet 83-2., BScale: 100 feet
to 1 inch,

Dwelling Houses on the map have been mumbered in ink according to the 1848~
52 1ists oy Government Houses and the records pertaining to the 1852 sale
of Covernment Houses and Lots in the Shenandoah Street area.
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"Map of Hagpers Ferry prepared in compliance with letter to Major
Symington, April 22, 1848."

Original map in collection of Harpers Ferry Naticnal Monument,

Thie map is a partial tracing made from 8, Howell Drown’s detailed map
of Harpers Ferry, submitted in October, 1848, This tracing was made Ly
Major John Symington, Superintendent of the U.S5., Aymory at Harpers
Ferry, in Jamuary, 1881,

Legend for Mapt

No. of Building
A Presbyterian Church
Bee=Catholic Church
Poem Pumpe
Tew=Public (Armory) Stables
Uee=ilarket House
Zeee0ld (Armory) Stables, Wood Yard, &,
He=eProtestant Episcopal Church
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Prepared in compliance
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MAP OF HARPERS FERRY



"WAP OF HARPCES FERRY BY 5., HOWELL BROWY 1852. Haxpers Ferzy Armory,
April 1853,

The original of this map, & working copy trsced from one of the three
eriginal meps prepared by Brown in 1852, was made by A, M. Kitamiller,
Chief Clerk of the Armory in 1852. The original working copy is the enly
mnmammekmﬁmmammummmmw
Hrs. James Mcbonald of Storer College, Harpers MW. We Va,
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APFEXDIX ¥

“MAP OF HARPERS FERRY. Plat of the Harpers Ferry Armory Property Laid
Off into Lots for Sale in Pursuance of the Act of December 15, 1668,
Approved November 16th 1869 by W, W, Belknap, Secretary of War. Harpers
Ferry West. Va. April 26th 1868, Designed, Projected & Mapped by 8,
Howell Brown, Surveyor, from the Original and subsequent Surveyes in
his Possession by order of Capt, Dan’l J, Young Mil, Storekeeper of
Ordnance Harpers Ferry W, Va., under the instructions of the Ordnance
Department, Washingtea City D.C. Dated April 2, 10868,
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¥B. & O, RoRs MAIN LINE DISTRICT, Shenandosh Division, Main Line, PLAN
SHONING THE RIGHT OF WAY, BUILDINGS AND TRACKS, HARPERS FERRY, W, VA,
Office of Dist. Engr. M, of W, Baltimore, Md., OScale 1* = 50’ February
19, 1913, Note Book C-31 8§ &5 1=7=5"

Baltimore & Chio Railroad Company Archives, Baltimore, Md,
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