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A booklet of interviews on 

Ethnographic Reconnaissance  

Survey & Documentation  Of 

 Chiefly/Noble Estates Of 

 the Seven Ulun Villages 

 ...YSHPO oral history project. 
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A booklet with over fifty in-
formants whose information 
of historical and cultural his-
tories of  Chiefly/Noble Es-

tates were documented Yap Living History Museum, Colonia, Yap FM 96943  



Preserving Our Past for Future Generations 

Disclaimer: 
 
The project that is the subject of this brochure has 
been financed entirely with Federal funds from the 
National Park Service, U.S Department of the 
Interior. However, the contents and opinions do 
not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the 
Department of the Interior, nor does the mention 
of trade names or commercial products constitute 
endorsement or recommendation by the Depart-
ment of the Interior.  
 
However, other related cost including personnel, 
equipment, etc to accomplish this activity has been 
financed/supplemented by other funding source.  
 
Nondiscrimination Statement: 
  
This program receives Federal Financial assis-
tance for identification and protection of historic 
properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended, the U.S Department of the Interior pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, disability, or age in its federally 
assisted programs. If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility as described above, or if you desire further 
information, please write to: Office of Equal Op-
portunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C 20240 

Ethnographic Reconnaissance 
Survey & Documentation of 
Chiefly/Noble Estates of the 
Seven Ulun Villages  

The Ethnographic Reconnaissance 
Survey & Documentation of Chiefly/
Noble Estates of the Seven Ulun 
Villages project approved and im-
plemented using NPS/HPF FY 10 
Grant funds for special project has 
concluded. Because it was a recon-
naissance-based project to identify 
and locate certain tangible cultural 
heritage elements of the Yapese 
culture and history, additional infor-
mation was gathered as associated 
with the main theme or focus of the 
project.   

In the course of conducting this 
project, as an initial part of an on-
going attempt to document certain 
cultural/historic elements consisting 
of both tangible and intangible cul-
tural heritage of Yap State, Feder-
ated States of Micronesia, it be-
came evident that this ethnographic 
reconnaissance survey begs for 
further studies and documentation 
of Yapese culture and history.          

This booklet gathered oral histories on certain 
chiefly estates and inter-village or island tra-
ditional relationship. Further, it paves the way 
for the next two (2) much needed projects tar-
geted to be implemented using NPS/HPF FY 
12 Grant funds. These projects are the Yap 
Historic Properties Inventory System Assess-
ment, Phase I, and the Developing a Historic 
Preservation Plan for Yap State, FSM. Both 
projects will use some of the information col-
lected from this survey project and so the 
three (3) projects compliment each other.   

The collection of the histories were tran-
scribed and translated as being told by infor-
mants. There was no attempt to edit these 
histories. Similar or continuation of projects of 
this nature is needed in the near future. 

While we give thanks to the National Park 
Service, DOI for funding this project, we also 
like to recognize the contribution of those in-
volved in the implementation including 
YSHPO’s staffs, field researchers, and infor-
mants.   

YSHPO is requesting your comments and input to 

expand this collection.  This Booklet is only avail-

able in electronic or hard copy at the YSHPO.  For 

further information, please contact us (address 

and contact information on the cover page).  

The Yap State Historic Preservation Of-
fice strives to promote, preserve, restore, 
document and archive our cultural heri-
tage and history of Yap State. 
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