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The Jean P. Haydon
Museum Today

Today, the Jean P. Haydon
Museum has displays of various
aspects of Samoas history, culture,
and natural history and is the
official repository for collections of
artifacts for the territory. The
Museum is housed in a National
Register of Historic Places building,
part of the U.S. Naval Station Tutuila
Historic District in the village of
Fagatogo on the island of Tutuila.
The Museum is funded in whole by
the American Samoa Council on
Arts, Culture and the Humanities
and is the venue for many of the
cultural resource activities in the

Territory. (From ashpo.org)

The Jean P. Haydon Museum building
(as the Pago Pago U.S. Post Office)

To find out more about Historic
Fagatogo and its U.S. Naval Station
Historic District, contact;

American Samoa Historic
Preservation Office

Executive Offices of the Governor
American Samoa Government
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799
Phone: (684) 699-2376
Fax: (684) 699-2276
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AMERICAN SAMOA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
OFFICE

Jean P. Haydon Museum

The National Register of
Historic Places
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The Jean P. Haydon Museum in 2009
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Jean P. Haydon
Museum

The Jean P. Haydon Museum was
initially two buildings (the Navy
Commissary and Garage). The
Navy authorized construction of a
new one story commissary in 1917,
and it was built with the same
locdally made molded concrete
blocks as were used on the radio
station just down the road.

The Museum is one of several
buildings that represent a distinctive
architectural style developed by
the Navy in response to the effects
the harsh tropical climate was
having on the other buildings of the
station. The building measures
approximately 40 by 70 feet, and
there is a covered veranda along
the front facing the main road.
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A Brief History

U.S. Navy

The Commissary was built in 1917 to
provide goods for sailors and
dependents of Naval Station,
Tutuila, and its exterior has
remained essentially the same since
its construction.

The Commissary was one of the
only places in American Samoa
where sailors could get items from
back home, such as tennis shoes
and dried and canned goods.
Only active duty personnel and
their dependents had access to the
Commissary, which probably made
it one of the reasons local Samoans
might want fo join the ranks as part
of the Fita Fita Guard. The
Commissary remained open for
over 30 years, before closing and
being converted to a U.S. Post
Office by the Department of the
Interior.
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History (cont.)

The Post Office was operational at
this location for almost 20 years,
until a new one was built as part of
the Lumana'i Building across the
street. At this time, Governor
Haydon designated that the old
Commissary would become a
museum dedicated to preserving
Samoan history. The work on the
renovation of the post office to a
museum was performed by local
businessman Bill Safele.

This brochure has been financed in part with funds provided
by the Historic Presereation Office of the Execufive Offices of
the Governor, American Samoa Governmenl, through a
grant from the U5, Mational Park Service, Depariment of the
Interior. However, the contents and opinions do not necessar-
ity reflect the views or policies of the Department of the
Interior.

This program received Federal funds from the Mational Park
Senice,

Regulations of the Department of the Interor strictly prohitit
unlawful discrimination in departmental federally assisted
programs on the basis of race, color, notional origin, oge or
hondicap. Any person who believes he or she has been
discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility
operated by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to;

Director, Office for Equal Opportunity
Department of the Interior
1849 C 5t MW, M5-5214
Woshington, DC 20240-0034
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