






I.  DOCUMENTS REQUIRED 

22. ATTACH / INCLUDE ALL ITEMS  (√ ) BELOW WITH THIS DATA FORM:

 USGS Topography Map (Section.B.4b. above). Use 1:24,000 series. Photocopy the
vicinity of where the property is located on an 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper. Clearly identify
the location of this property on this map.

 Drawing or Sketch. Provide a measured drawing or sketch of this property on an 8.5 x 11
paper.

 Photographs.  Place 2 photographs on one 8.5 x 11 sheet.  Clearly identify each photo at
the bottom of the photo.

 Digital / Electronic copy of the GHPI documentation and SHAPE FILES.

 Other Documents may include newspaper clippings, articles, sections from a book or
magazine, maps, survey report descriptions, letters, etc.

J.  DESCRIPTION, STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, DISPOSITION RECOMMENDATION 

23. Provide a description of the property.  State if the property is potentially eligible for listing on the
Guam Register and/or National Register.  If the property is currently listed on either one or both registers, 
recommend what appropriate action to take if there is potential danger that the property will be 
vandalized, looted, damaged, destroyed, etc.  

According to Johnny Sablan, notable Chamorro entertainer, the Sablan House was built around 
1955 by his grandfather, Diego Salas Sablan, a civil servant carpenter for the U.S. Navy after World War 
II (Johnny Sablan, personal communication, September 2014). Diego Sablan self-constructed the building 
along with his cousins. Sablan’s extended family lived in the house while Johnny Sablan’s parents owned 
and operated a village store, the Sablan Store, directly across the street. Sablan and his immediate family 
lived in a house attached to the store. Sablan’s parents, sisters, and brothers moved across the street to the 
Sablan House in the early 1960s while Sablan was living in California attending school and beginning his 
singing career. He describes the house at the time as “a 2-story multi-unit building. On the bottom was 
reinforced concrete with 2 apt. units & on the top was a 4 bedroom wooden house w/ tin roofing and a big 
concrete bathroom” (Johnny Sablan, email communication, 15 September 2014). Sablan describes 
Typhoon Karen’s impact on the building in 1962: 

Typhoon Karen demolished the entire 2nd floor. My family survived the typhoon 
when all of them gathered into the only concrete bathroom on the top of the 
house...no one was injured. I came back to Guam September 1964, lived in the 
restored 2nd floor house that was demolished by Typhoon Karen in 1962. It looked 
the same as the original. (Johnny Sablan, email communication, 15 September 
2014) 

The two-story residence has an irregular L-shaped footprint, measuring about 50 by 57 feet. The 
bottom floor is reinforced concrete and the second floor is clad with horizontal tongue-and-groove wood 
siding. The building features a low-pitched, cross-hipped corrugated metal roof with enclosed over-
hanging eaves and a concrete slab foundation. At the center of the north facade, the roof extends out from 
the building to accommodate an upstairs vestibule and porch supported by steel posts. A wide concrete 
staircase with metal pipe handrails at the west side of the facade provides access to the second story, 
which reflects the building’s function as a duplex for extended family. 
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Figure 1. Location of Sablan House on USGS 7.5 minute series. 
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Figure 2. Sablan House, north and west elevation. 

 
Figure 3. Sablan House, north and east elevation. 
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