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Mines and Mining in the Black Hills of South Dakota  
 
 

Introduction 
Numerous mines are located within the Black Hills Mining District. The most important and 

longest running mine in the Black Hills District is the Homestake Mine. Other important mines in the 
northern Hills along what was known as the Homestake mineral belt include the Father DeSmet Mine in 
the mining camp of Central City, and the Caledonia, the Old Abe and the Deadwood Terra in the mining 
camp of Terraville. A western extension of the Homestake mineral belt occurred in the Bald Mountain, 
Ruby Basin and Terry Peak area, and included the mines in and around the mining camp of Portland 
(later Trojan) and the mines in and around the mining camp of Terry. Another important mining district in 
the northern Hills consisted of the Yellow Creek District, and specifically the Wasp No. 2 Mine and the 
Little Blue Fraction or Bismark Mine. Two other important districts located in the northern Hills included 
Galena which was mined mostly for silver, and an area where carbonates were found and where the 
mining camp of Carbonate was located. The Tinton area was also an important northern Hills district 
where both tin and gold were found in marketable quantities. The Maitland Mine and the Uncle Sam Mine 
were also located in the northern Hills. In the central Black Hills, the Rochford District, the Keystone 
District and the tin mines in and around Hill City played an important role in Black Hills Mining. In the 
southern Black Hills the St. Elmo/Clara Belle and Spokane mines were the only areas of extensive 
mining.      
 

“There’s gold in them thar Hills” 
 In the mid 1800’s, the Black Hills was a relatively unknown part of the Louisiana Purchase in the 
north-central United States, but there were rumors of an ‘Island in the Plains’ where gold could be found. 
Some rumors talked of ‘gold amongst the blades of grass’ that could be ‘easily found and collected’. 
These rumors were circulated by a handful of explorers and prospectors who had journeyed through the 
area, and the Government became interested when the Federal coffers needed more gold. In 1874, the 
Government sent an expedition into the area. The expedition was led by George Armstrong Custer, and 
was known as the Custer Expedition. They started out from Fort Abraham Lincoln in Dakota Territory and 
traveled south to the Wyoming side of the Black Hills, coming into the region around what is now known 
as Inya Kara Mountain. They explored the entire Black Hills, moving through the area and recording land 
forms, wildlife, minerals, timber and other natural resources. While they were camped along French Creek 
east of the present town of Custer, H.N. Ross panned the gravels of the creek and found gold. This 
became the first documented discovery of gold in the Black Hills.   

 
(photo by Sanford)  
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H.N. Ross at the approximate location of the discovery of gold in the Black Hills 
 The story of the Expedition and the discovery of gold was reported in newspapers all over the US, 
including this from a newspaper in Colorado: “General Custer Finds Gold: While on the exploring 
trip through the Black Hills they camped on a small stream they named French Creek. While there the 
prospector (H.N.) Ross who was with the expedition panned some of the gravel. There was a string of gold 
in the bottom of the pan. This stream is located close to a big granite mountain.” 
 Needless to say, this started a rush of gold seekers to the Black Hills, which created a problem as 
the Black Hills were part of the Indian Territories and were off limits to the trespassing prospectors. The 
Government had to remove the gold seekers from the area until a treaty could be signed and legal access 
to the Hills could be obtained. In 1876, the Fort Laramie Treaty was signed with the Native tribes, and the 
Black Hills gold rush officially started.  
 
 

Placer Mining in the Black Hills  
 Most of the prospectors originally came into the Hills from the south on the Cheyenne and 
Sydney Trails, as this is where gold had first been discovered. They laid claim to the placer deposits 
along French Creek, and in a short time most of the creek was either being worked, or had already been 
‘worked out’ as none of the deposits in this area were either deep or extensive.  

 

 



4 
 

This ‘Relocation Certificate’ for a placer claim along French Creek is from Joseph Reynolds’ family 
information from Loren Harrison, grandson of Elsie May Reynolds, one of Joseph’s daughters. Joseph 

Reynolds was among the first gold seekers into the Black Hills. He later ranched in the area known as 
Reynolds Prairie.  

 
Relocation Certificate 

Bonanza Lode 
… J.T. Reynolds and S.K. Baken of the County of Pennington Territory of Dakota claim by right of Relocation fifteen 

hundred feet … horizontal measurement on the Bonanza Lode along the vein … all its dips variations and angles together 
with one hundred fifty on each side of the middle of said vein at the surface any veins lodes ledges and surface ground 

within the line of said claims 750 feet lying West of North and 750 feet lying East of South from center of discovery shaft 
… being situated within the lines of said claim in Custer Mining District Custer County Territory of Dakota 

Said Bonanza Lode is situated about 4 miles west of Custer and about ¾ of a mile south of French Creek in Custer 
County Dakota Territory 

Said Bonanza Lode was Located by J.T. Reynolds in March( ) A.D. 1875 and Relocated by J.T. Reynolds and S.K. Baken 
on the 22nd day of January A.D. 1878 

Date of Certificate March 10th A.D. 1879 
J.T. Reynolds 

S.K. Baken 
 

 The prospectors moved north as the French Creek area became ‘worked out’, panning the creeks 
and streams as they spread out over the Hills. Placer gold was found in various quantities along most of 
the waterways.  

Rockerville 
 One area where placer gold was mined was in the area of the mining camp of Rockerville. This 
area had no water to speak of to conduct placer mining, and an extensive flume to bring water from 
Spring Creek to Rockerville was constructed. This was a costly endeavor, however, and was in constant 
need of repair. Although some gold was extracted using the flume water, it became cost-prohibitive to 
continue working the placer deposits, and no promising hard-rock mines were ever located in the area. 
Rockerville became a ‘ghost town’ as the miners moved on to other more prosperous ‘diggings’. The 
mining camp of Rockerville became a tourist destination in the 1960’s, and a few of the placer areas are 
still being worked by ‘hobby miners’.  
   

 
This undated photograph from an unknown source shows the Rockerville flume and hydraulic mining at 
Rockerville. The flume was run across the top of the ridge and the water spilled over the edge and was 

used for hydraulic mining (note the hoses and water nozzles). 
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                                                                                                                (Everton photo) 

The same area at Rockerville in 1996 
 

Castle Creek 
 Another area that was extensively placer mined was along Castle Creek near the mining camp of 
Mystic in the Central Black Hills. This area was first discovered in 1879, and placer mining was conducted 
in several places along the creek during the 1880’s and 1890’s. In 1910 a mechanical dredge was built 
and used to mine Castle Creek in the Castleton area. This was the only mechanical dredge that was 
operated within the Black Hills Mining District. 

 
(photo - The Engineering and Mining Journal)  
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(photo – The Pahasapa Quarterly) 

The Castle Creek dredge at Castleton 
 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

One of the ponds and the rock piles from the Castle Creek dredge 
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Placer Mining Along Rapid Creek 
 Another area where extensive placer mining occurred was along Rapid Creek, from the Big Bend 
area to the mining camp of Pactola.  
 

 
This undated photo from an unknown source shows the Big Bend placer mining camp 

 
 In the Big Bend area, not only was placer mining conducted, but a large tunnel was also dug 
through the mountain at Big Bend by the Ft. Meade Company to divert and drain a part of Rapid Creek for 
mining purposes.  
 

 
                                                                                                                       (photo -  Carl Leedy) 
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Unfortunately the Ft. Meade tunnel was a mining scandal that was perpetrated by a well-known 

swindler in Black Hills mining, Robert (Bob) Flormann. Carl Leedy, The ‘Old Timer’ of the Black Hills, had 
this information on the Fort Meade tunnel and Thunder Head Falls in his book Golden Days in the Black 
Hills:  
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 Thunderhead Falls is now a tourist destination in the Black Hills. You can go inside the mountain 
and see the falls.  

    
These two undated picture post cards are of Thunderhead Falls  

 
 Another placer area along Rapid Creek consisted of the Placerville bar at Placerville camp. 

 
This undated photo from an unknown source is of the Placerville gold bar 
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Placerville was only a few miles below Pactola on Rapid Creek, and there were placer mining operations 
all the way to Pactola from Placerville Camp.  

 

 
(photo – Pahasapa Quarterly) 

The mining camp of Pactola on Rapid Creek. Pactola reservoir has inundated this valley. 
 
 

Potato Creek and Tinton 
 Several less extensive areas were also placer mined in the Black Hills. One of these areas was 
Potato Creek in the Northern Black Hills where ‘the largest specimens of nugget gold ever found in the 
Black Hills was panned here. Upward of $50,000 has been exhumed from the gravel of that narrow 
ravine, one nugget of which brought $128. Nearly all of the gold is exceedingly coarse, varying in size 
from that of a hazel-nut to that of an egg. Many lumps were found imbedded in quartz, thus showing that 
it had washed out of a decomposed quartz vein not far from where it was found.’ Hobby gold panning 
occurs on Potato Creek to this day. The Engineering and Mining Journal; January 31, 1880. 
 One interesting aspect of the Potato Creek area was that hard rock mining also occurred here. In 
most of the placer areas in the Black Hills, the gold was elusive, and very few or no hard rock mines were 
located near the placer mined areas. 
 In the Potato Creek area, however, not only was gold found in the creek, but there was also some 
gold and especially tin found in hard rock mines in the area. The Tinton mining camp grew up around this 
tin mining boom that occurred in the late 1880’s, and mining was conducted in the area for a number of 
years. In 1910 the area experienced a bust when the tin could no longer be found in marketable 
quantities, and Tinton became a ghost town as miners moved on to more prosperous areas. ‘Captain’ 
Edgar St. John was one of the few prospectors who stayed in Tinton, and in 1925 he formed the Black 
Hills Resort Company with plans to rebuild the mining camp as a vacation spot, and bring in paying 
guests on busses. The resort plan was put on hold in 1926 when a road grader that was building a new 
road into town ripped up some hard black crystals that turned out to be tantalite. This mineral was super 
hard and heat resistant, and it turned ordinary steel into stainless steel. Tinton became the only domestic 
commercial grade source of tantalite in America, and on September 29, 1926 the Black Hills Tin 
Company was created, and Tinton experienced a second boom.     
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(photo – Ken Stewart) 

The original tin processing mill in Tinton 
 

 
The Black Hills Tin Company tantalite processing mill after completion in 1928. 
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 Tinton became a company town, and in the 1940’s the mill was re-purposed to process feldspar 
and spodumene.  

 
(Everton photo) 

The Tinton feldspar/spodumene mill in the 1950’s. It burned down shortly after this photo was taken. 
 

In the 1950’s the town boasted a school, a company store and office, a post office and a newspaper.  
Cabins and houses lined several ‘streets’ in the town, and each one was covered with red tarpaper to 
help preserve them.  

 
(photo – Rapid City Journal – July 1978) 

Main Street Tinton in the 1920’s 



13 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

The remains of Tinton’s Main Street in 1965 
 

 
                                                                                                                                   (Everton photos) 

The top photo is the company manager’s house and the bottom photo is one of the only two-story houses 
in Tinton. Note the red tarpaper on the houses. (2003) 
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 The mining camp of Tinton is one of the few places in the Black Hills where the remains of the 
town and partial remains of the mill are still visible, although the cabins and houses are falling into 
disrepair. The town site is on private land and not accessible to the public.  

 
Deadwood Gulch 

 In the Black Hills, most of the prospectors moved from the south to the north. As the prospectors 
moved to the northern edge of the Black Hills mining district, they discovered a relatively inaccessible 
area (because of the fallen dead timber), in a steep gulch with a creek running through it. On July 6, 
1876, a major gold discovery was made in this gulch. This discovery was in Deadwood Gulch (named 
after the fallen dead timber), along Whitewood Creek, which runs through part of the gulch. This 
discovery was one of the most extensive and prosperous that had yet been found in the Black Hills.  
 

 
(photo-Deadwood historic archives) 

First discovery of gold on Whitewood Creek in Deadwood Gulch. Caption on top of photo reads “Bryant 
party 1875 1st gold discovered in ‘creek gravels’(?)” 
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(Everton photo) 

A 2016 view of the lower end of Deadwood and Whitewood Creek with first discovery of gold in the area of 
the yellow willow trees in the center of the photo 

 
 Gold was discovered in the Deadwood area along both Whitewood Creek and Deadwood Creek 
(Gulch). These photos show the various types of placer mining along these creeks. 

 
(photo – Richard B. Hughes) 
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(photo – Joel K. Waterland – original unknown) 

Discovery #2 Placer Mine just below discovery #1 in the Deadwood area. The windlass on the left was for 
prospecting deep gravel. Note the flume/sluice box on the right, made from long toms laid end to end. 

 
 

 
(photo - Saga of the Hills by S. (Samuel) Goodale Price) 

Photo in Deadwood Gulch taken just below #1 discovery. According to Goodale-Price this was one of the 
first photos taken in the Gulch in 1876. 
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 There was a lot of placer mining in the Deadwood area, but not everyone was fortunate enough 
to ‘strike it rich’. This information from ‘Staff Correspondence’ was in the June 16, 1877 Engineering and 
Mining Journal: 
  Deadwood, Whitewood and Spring Gulches are being worked with some 
  success, about 23 miles of the bed of these creeks having been taken 
  up. The first named has so far been the most productive, but all are  
  sported. Bed rock has been reached only in a few places. The depth of 
  the gravel is from 12 to 25 feet, and in rare instances deeper. No new 
  strikes are yet reported, though hundreds of men, who find there is no 
  ground left to take up and have no money to purchase, are scattering 
  over the adjoining districts and giving them very thorough examination. 
  There will doubtless be some new discoveries this year. 

Latest From the Black Hills  
  Information from the Black Hills is generally discouraging. The New  
  Eldorado is thronged with thousands of penniless men, who are wholly 
  unable to secure ground to work, and equally unable to pay their living 
  expenses. So far, the spring has been very backward, deep snows have 
  fallen along the routes from Bismark, Yankton and Cheyenne, and cold, 
  raw weather has prevailed. There is much suffering among the new arrivals. 
 

And this was in the June 30, 1877 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
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These two photographs show just how extensive the mining was in Deadwood Gulch. These 
photos show the bustling mining camp of Deadwood, with placer mining being conducted right in the 
middle of Main Street (the tent/cabin on the right).  

 
(source(?) - Deadwood historic archives) 
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 This information on mining titles within the limits of a town was in the May 11, 1878 Mining and 
Engineering Journal: 

 

 
 

 
This old placer mine shaft was excavated during the construction of the Deadwood Broadway parking lot. 

This photo was in the Black Hills Pioneer on April 4, 1998. 
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Hard Rock Mining in the Black Hills  
 As the placer mining along Deadwood and Whitewood Creeks and in other areas played out, the 
propsectors moved into the hills and ridges above the streams and creeks, looking for the sources of the 
gold they found in the placer deposits, and hard-rock mining began in earnest in the Black Hills.  
 

Information on Black Hills Mining from the June 16 and June 30, 1877 Engineering and Mining Journal  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  Fred Reynolds, son of Joseph Reynolds, well-known Black Hills prospector and  
  rancher,  remembers this from his childhood: “There were many prospectors all  
  through the country and it was not that unusual for someone to go into a  
  prospectors’ cabin if it looked too quiet and find that the fellow had died.”.  
         (Fred Reynolds memoirs from Loren Harrison) 
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This information on Black Hills Mining was in the October 20, 1877 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
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The Oldest Mine in the Black Hills   
 In April 1878, a party of hard-rock miners ‘found a series of mining shafts and a timbered tunnel 
some fifteen miles from Deadwood, dug and built in 1852. Old mountaineers here say that it is the work of 
a party of whites under the lead of an old trapper named Carey who went into the hills in 1852, struck big 
diggings, and were afterward all massacred by Indians.’ The Engineering and Mining Journal had this 
write-up on the ‘oldest mine in the Black Hills’ on April 13, 1878:   

 
 
 

The Homestake Mineral Belt 
 In February 1877 The Engineering and Mining Journal had this to say about the gold district in 
Deadwood Gulch and along Whitewood Creek: 
  Principal gold districts in the northern Black Hills include Deadwood, Whitewood, 
   Bear Butte and Sand Gulches, which go to form the boundary lines of the large area  
  where auriferous beds abound. There are about 3,000 lodes or quartz mines staked  
  off, and are now ready for sale at prices varying from $125 to $1,000,000. Some of  
  the property has shafts sunk to the depth of two or three feet, and somewhat deeper.  
  The Wheeler Brothers, who left the Hills recently with an armed guard of twenty men, 
  carried out over $200,000 as the product of their season’s work. The Wheeler Brothers,  
  who worked Claim No. 2, Deadwood Gulch, thought they had got about all there was in 
  in the mine, and sold it for $3,000. The first twenty-four hours worked by their  
  successors cleaned up $3,240. 
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This information on ‘Black Hills Resources’ was reported in March 1878: 

 
   
 
 These mines were all located within and around the Homnestake Mineral Belt. The most 
important of these mines included the Homestake, the Old Abe and Caledonia in the mining camp of 
Terraville, and the Father DeSmet in the mining camp of Central City/Golden Gate.  
 

The Great Homestake Mine 
 The ‘Great’ Homestake Mine was the most important and the longest working mine within the 
Black Hills Mining District. The Wheeler Brothers were the original discoverers of the Homestake Mine, 
and it was eventually sold to George Hearst of California. The Hearst family owned the mine for a number 
of years, making numerous improvements to the mine, and also building a hospital and recreation hall in 
the City of Lead for the miners and their families.  
 This information on the Homestake Mine was reported in the September 1878 Engineering and 
Mining Journal: 

 
 

 …and this description of the Homestake Mine was reported in the December 1878 Engineering 
and Mining Journal: 
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This information is from the January 1879 Engineering and Mining Journal: 

 
 

 The February 1880 Black Hills Times reported” ‘The bullion production of our bonanza mines is a 
regular thing. Between $125,000 and $150,000 in gold is cleaned up from the Homestake Mills as 
regularly as the first and fifteenth of each month comes around.’ 
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This was also reported in the February 1880 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 

 
 
 

July 1880 

 

 
 

October 1880 
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August 27, 1881 

 
 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

Homestake Mine and Lead – 1902 
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 The Homestake Mine continued to be the most prosperous mine in the Black Hills,absorbing the 
properties in the mineral belt along Blacktail, Central City and Terraville, and working tunnels and stopes 
under the City of Lead and along the belt. In April–July 1907, The Engineering and Mining Journal reported 
on a fire in the Homestake Mine:  
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 At the end of 1907, the Homestake and the entire Black Hills Mining district experienced the 
effects of attempts to organize a miners union, and in 1908 and 1909, a full feldge miner’s strike was in 
progress. This information from Special Correspondence was in the Engineering and Mining Journal  on 
Jamuary 4, 1908: 
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And at the end of 1909, the Homestake was forced to shut down because of the miner’s strike: 

   
  

 
(photo – the Engineering and Mining Journal) 

1908 
 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

1920’s 
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This information on Homestake was in the January 1910 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
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(photo  - Homestake Sharp Bits) 

Homestake Slime Plant in Deadwood, South Dakota 
 

 On February 12, 1910, The Engineering and Mining Journal reported: ‘The (Homestake) Company 
is receiving about 30 to 40 men per day to work on the property. They are coming largely from Joplin, 
Missouri, Wisconsin, and Colorado, and seem to be a good class of men, with few foreigners. It appears 
probable that the management will refuse to employ the Slavonians who are the only ones of their old 
employees still maintaining the strike. They make good workers, but the leaders of the federation found it 
easy to deceive them as to the chances of winning the strike. The Homestake has two mills running with 
ample ore supply and will start the third as soon as mechanics can get it in shape. It appears probable 
that the mine will be running ar full capacity in a short time.’ 
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 The Homestake continued operations, developing the underground workings, constructing new 
hoists and service buildings on the surface, and improving conditions for the miners both in the mine and 
in the town of Lead, with little or no problems until October 1919 when another fire broke out at the mine. 
The Engineering and Mining Journal reported this on the fire: 
 

     
 

 
 
 One of the main features of the Homestake Mine was the open cut. Initially this is how the gold 
was mined by the Homestake Company. When the surface gold started to trend underground, the open 
cut was abandonded and the Homestake became an underground mining operation. As the mine 
continued to expand underground, the open cut also began to expand. Because mining operations of the 
day did not backfill abandonded mining tunnels and stopes, eventually the open cut began to subside into 
the underground mine, and in 1918-1919 parts of Lead City began to collapse into the open cut. By 1939 
all of the buildings in the open cut area of Lead had been moved.  
 In the 1990’s the open cut was re-mined and expanded to include the Terraville area. The 
Homestake open cut is now a substantial hole in the ground in Lead.  
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 The Homestake Mine continued operations until the early 2000’s. The mine was sold to Barrick 
Goldstrike Mining Company of Canada in the 1990’s. Then in early 2000, because of the drop in gold 
prices and the fact that the mine was becoming too deep to be profitable, Homestake Mine was closed. In 
2002-2003 most of the mine buildings were torn down. The area where Homestake Mine was located in 
Lead City is now a park and ‘outdoor museum’.   
  

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

Homestake in 1949 
 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

Homestake in 1959 
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These photographs (all Everton) of the Homestake and demolition of the Homestake structures were 
taken in early 2002, through mid-2003. 

 

 
Before demolition 

 

 
Demolition begins 
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During demolition 
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Almost all gone 

 

 
 

Homestake structures in Gold Run Gulch 
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Demolition in Gold Run Gulch 
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The photo is from the Rapid City Journal. It shows demolition of one of the cyanide settling tanks in Gold 

Run Gulch. 
 
 

 The area where the Homestake mill and builldings were located is now a walking/interpretive trail 
and park with historic information about the Homestake Mine. 
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Terraville, and the Caledonia, the Old Abe and the Golden/Deadwood Terra 
 Another major area of the ‘mineral belt’ was located in the mining camp of Terraville. The mines 
in this area included the Caledonia, the Old Abe and Golden or Deadwood Terra. This information on 
these three mines was reported in the April 1879 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

This 1888 photo shows the Caledonia and the Deadwood/Golden Terra mills in Terraville 
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This information was reported in May 1880: 
 

 
 
 

This information on the Golden Terra was reported by The Black Hills News in September 1880: 
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This information was reported in February 1881: 

 
  
 

This information was reported in the August 1881 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 
 

This information was reported in the September 1882 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 

This information was reported in the 1888 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 

 The mines in the Terraville area continued to be worked profitably for the respective mining 
companies until 1902 when the Old Abe (Brig), Caledonia and Terra mines were consolidated into the 
Homestake Mining Company. The Terraville mills continued to be used by Homestake until the 19-teens. 
Terraville continued to be a small mining community through the 1990’s. A few hardy residents continued 
to reside in the town, and the Methodist Church continued to be used for worship. In 1990, the 
Homestake open cut was expanded, and Terraville was obliterated. 
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

Terraville in 1906. Homestake was operating the mills in Terraville at this time. Note the white Methodist 
Church on the hill in the center of the photo. 

 
 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

Terraville in 1964. A few hardy souls still resided in the town. The Methodist Church was still in use.  
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

The Old Brig (Abe) mill in Terraville in the early 1900’s. Note the chutes in the right/center of the photo. 
 
  

 
(Everton photo) 

The author sitting on one of the chutes in the above photo in 1980. 
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The Father DeSmet Mine 
 Another early mine located on the ‘mineral belt’ was the Father DeSmet Mine, located in the 
Central City (Golden Gate) area in Deadwood Gulch. 

 
 This information on the Father De Smet Mill was in the July 1878 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

The Father DeSmet Mining Company 
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This information was reported in the September 1878 Engineering and Mining Journal: 

 

 
Picture postcard of Father DeSmet Mine and Mill 
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This information was reported in the October 1880 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 

This information was reported in the December 1880 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 

This information was reported in the November 1881 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 

 The Father DeSmet Mine was worked extensively as an independent entity until 1886, when it 
was absorbed into the Homestake Mining Company properties.  

 
                                                                                                                                                        (Everton photo) 

The open cut from the Father DeSmet Mine in 2016 
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Trojan and the Bald Mountain Area 
 In the late 1870’s a western extension of the Homestake mineral belt was found in the Bald 
Mountain area. The mining camp of Portland (later Trojan) and the Portland Mine, the Bald Mountain 
Mine, the Two Johns Mine, the Reliance (Annie Creek) Mine and several other smaller mines were all 
located in this area. This information on the Bald Mountain area was reported in the June 1880 
Engineering and Mining Journal:  

 
 

… and this was reported in the November 1889 Engineering and Mining Journal: 

 
 

 Bald Mountain was the second most productive mining area within the Black Hills Mining District. 
There was a real problem in this area  with the processing the ores that were found in the mines. A small 
percentage of the ore was what was known as brown ore, with the gold either visible or easily processed 
and recovered. The problem ores in the Bald Mountain district were called blue ores, and it was 
extrememly difficult to extract the gold from these ores. Many different processes were tested, with 
various degrees of success. It was finally determined that the ore needed to be roasted and then 
processed, and this returned a fairly successful amount of gold. Once this process was invented, the area 
was mined successfully into the 1930’s, and again for a short time in the 1940’s and the 1950’s. There 
was a large processing plant at Bald Mountain, and this plant was visible for many years after the mines 
and mill were closed. Parts of the buildings were salvaged, and the rest was allowed to fall into disrepair. 
The area was open-pit mined by Wharf Mining Company in early 2000, and the buildings are now gone.  

 

 
(photo – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 

The Bald Mountain processing plant in 1919 
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

The Bald Mountain Mill in 1965. The roaster is the octagon building with the tall smake stack. 
 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

The remains of the Bald Mountain mill in the 1990’s. The roaster is in the center of the photo. 
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Terry and the Ruby Basin Mines 
 On the other side of Nevada Gulch to the south of Bald Mountain was the Ruby Basin Mining 
District, and the mining camp of Terry.  

 
(photo – Ed Johnson – Terry SD resident) 

This 1905 photo shows the mining camp of Terry, SD.  
 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

This overview photo taken in 2016 shows the area of the mining camp of Terry. Visible in the distance on 
the side of Terry Peak is the Horseshoe Mine, which Wharf Mining Company is strip mining.  
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 The mines associated with the Terry and Ruby Basin area included the Horseshoe, the Lundberg, 
Dorr, Wilson, the Bonanza, the Tornado and the Golden Reward or Aztec.  

 
(photo – Black Hills Views) 

The 500-ton cyanide plant at the Horseshoe Mine and Mill  
 

 

 
(Everton photo) 

The Horseshoe Mine and Mill site in 2016 
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(photo – The Mining & Scientific Press) 

 This area was also plauged with blue ores that were difficult to process, and the Lundberg, Dorr 
and Wilson company was one of the most innovative mills in the Black Hills built to process these ores. 
 The mines and mills in the Terry area were worked throughout the early 1900’s. In the 19-teens, 
the war stopped production of all gold in the Black Hills. When to war ended, gold prices remained low, 
and most of the Black Hills properties could not afford to resume operations. This happened in the Terry 
and Ruby Basin area, and the mines were closed permanently. 

 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 
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 In the 1930’s there was a renewed interest in gold and a few Black Hills mines were either re-
opened for a short time, or were examined for profitability. Several of the mines in the Terry area were 
examined, but none were re-opened for large-scale mining. 
 In the 1970’s and 1980’s the northern Black Hills were re-opened for strip mining, and several 
mining companies came into the Hills and set up operations. In the Terry area, the Golden Reward Mining 
Company stripped mined the area in and around Terry and in parts of Ruby Basin. Currently, the Wharf 
Mining Company has been strip mining the area around Terry Peak where the Horseshoe, Tornado and 
Welcome mines were located. There are no structures left in the town of Terry, and only a few 
depressions and some vestiges of the railroad grade left from the mining days. At the Horseshoe Mine 
there were foundation remains from the mill and also the sand tailings pile left from processing the gold. 
(As of 2017-2018 Wharf Mining Company has strip mined this area and these features are now gone).  
 

 
(Everton photos) 

Remains of the Horseshoe mill in 1988 showing the crusher cone and part of the foundation. 
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                                                                                                                    (Everton photos) 

Horseshoe cyanide settling tanks filled with sand from processing 
 

 
Foundation remains of the Horseshoe mill looking toward Ruby Basin 
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Carbonate Camp, and the Iron Hill Mine and Seabury-Calkins Mine  
 Another area of extensive mining in the northern Hills included the mines in an area to the east of 
Spearfish Canyon and north of Bald Mountain known as Richmond Hill. Mines and mining camps in this 
area included Carbonate and the mostly silver or carbonate mines the Iron Hill and the Seabury-Calkins, 
and the mines associated with the Cleopatra Mining Company (gold). 
 
 In April 1881 a dispatch from Deadwood reported in The Engineering and Mining Journal: 
  There is great excitement over the discovery of rich carbonates nine miles 
  west of this city. Ore was brought in to-day alive with native silver, and  
  assayed $2600 a ton. (This was the first discovery of silver in the Carbonate area, and  
  was the first report of silver and gold ores in and around Squaw Creek,  Rubicon Gulch and  
  the Preston/Balmoral area). These areas are all located to the east of Spearfish Canyon. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(photo – BH Mining Museum) 

Main Street Carbonate Camp 1881 
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(Photo – Homestake Mining Company) 

Main Street Carbonate Camp in 1890.  
 
 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

Part of Main Street Carbonate Camp in 1988 
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This mining camp only lasted for a few years, and the mines in the area were only worked sporadically. 

 
Photos by Mildred Fielder of the Seabury-Calkins headframe and crusher. These photos are from Fielder’s 

book A Guide to Black Hills Ghost Mines. 
 

 
      (Everton photo) 

Remains of the Seabury-Calkins crusher building in 1988 
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This photo of the Iron Hill Smelter is from Mildred Fielder’s book Silver is the Fortune. 

 

 
(Everton photo) 

Remains of machinery from the Iron Hill Smelter - 1988 
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 The Cleopatra Mining Company 
 The Cleopatra Mining Company was located on the east rim of Spearfish Canyon on Squaw 
Creek. Although not a heavy producer, this Company did build an impressive processing mill in one of the 
most inaccessible areas in the Black Hills.  

 
                                                                                                          (photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 
The Cleopatra Mill on Squaw Creek. This mill processed gold ore for the Cleopatra Mining Company. 

 

 
        (Everton photo) 

The remains of the Cleopatra Mill in the 1970’s 
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Preston and Balmoral, and the Spearfish Gold Mining and Reduction Company and 
Deadwood Standard Gold Mining and Milling Company 

 Another area of mining on the east side of Spearfish Canyon was the Ragged Top District. The 
area included the Mining Camps of Preston and Balmoral, the Spearfish Gold Mining and Reduction 
Company and the Deadwood Standard Gold Mining Company.   
 

 
(photo – Joel K. Waterland 

 

 
(Everton photo) 

Preston in the 1990’s 
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(Everton photo) 

Preston in 2016 
 

 In the Ragged Top area, the mining was conducted in shallow trenches and tunnels as well as 
shafts and drifts.  

 
(Everton photo) 

A shallow trench in the Ragged Top area 
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        (Everton photo) 
A collapsed tunnel/trench in the Ragged Top area 
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(Everton photo) 

Another collapsed tunnel in the Ragged Top area 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

A deep shaft in the Ragged Top area 
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(photo – Black Hills Views) 

Both the Spearfih Gold Mining and Reduction Company and the Deadwood Standard Gold Mining and 
Milling Company built expansive (and expensive) mills in the Ragged Top area, however, gold deposits 

were not very extensive in the area, and these mill never did process very much ore.  
 

 
(photo – Black Hills Views) 
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Yellow Creek and the Wasp No. 2 Mine and Mill 
 In 1881 the McShane Brothers were prospecting along Yellow Creek south of Lead. They found a 
substantial area of gold above the creek, and started an open-pit mining operation. This mine, named the 
Wasp No. 2, became one of the most profitable mines within the Black Hills Mining District.  
 This area was unique for two reasons; the first was this was the only mine in the Black Hills that 
was mined entirely with the open-pit method; the second was that this company was the only one in the 
Black Hills that employed a steam shovel to remove the overburden rock.   
 

 
(both photos – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 
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 The Wasp No. 2 was mined for gold in the beginning, and was one of the first and only 
companies in the Hills to find and implement a successful method of cyanide extraction of gold from low-
grade ore. This was the first mill or processing plant on the Wasp No. 2 property. 
 

 
(photo – Mining and Scientific Press) 

Wasp No. 2 cyanide processing mill in 1905 
 

 This mill burned in 1910, and a second processing plant was built on the property. This second 
mill was updated in 1914-1915 to process the wolframite (tungsten) that was found on the property. The 
discovery of tungsten allowed the Wasp No. 2 to run for several more years as the gold ore deposits were 
pretty much exhausted.  

 
(photo – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 

The second processing plant at Wasp No. 2 
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(Everton photo) 

The remains of the Wasp No. 2 mill in 2017 
 

 The Wasp No. 2 was permanently closed in 1917, and the area became the property of 
Homestake Mining Company. The large and extensive open-cut area was used for a number of years by 
the City of Lead as a refuse dump, and the open pit area has been filled in and reclaimed.  
 A small mining camp known as Flatiron was located to the south of the open pit mine, and a few 
foundations, depressions and some lumber piles are still visible in this area. 
 A second mining company, first known as the Little Blue Fraction, then as the Bismark 
Consolidated, was also located in the Yellow Creek area, just north of the Wasp No. 2.  

 

 
(photo – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 
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Galena 
 Another area of extensive mining in the northern Black Hills was located along Bear Butte Creek, 
Upper or Little Strawberry Creek, and in Butcher Gulch. This area was known as the Bear (Bare) Butte 
Mining District, and the mining camp of Galena was the major processing area for the silver (galena) ores 
that were mined here. Mines in this area included the Gilt Edge Maid, the Sitting Bull, the Branch Mint and 
the Florence. Mines in the Bear Butte Creek and Butcher Gulch area where gold was found included the 
Golden Crest, the Hoodoo, and the Anchor Mountain. 

 

 
 

 Silver was found in the Bear (Bare) Butte Creek area in 1877, however, the area was not 
extensively prospected until the next year.  
 

In February 1880 The Engineering and Mining Journal reported this on the Florence Mine in Galena: 
 

 
 

And in July 1880 this was reported in the EM&J: 
Galena was at one time supposed to be the bonanza camp of the Hills.  
People left Deadwood to secure town lots there; now it is literally dead  

and half deserted. 
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 Several mines were opened up, worked for a short time, and then closed or idled in the Galena 
area. Several large mills were built and operated, again for a short time and sometimes not very 
profitably.  

 
(photo – Jesse Simmons) 

The Branch Mint Mill in Galena 
 

 
(photo – SDSM&T Black Hills Views) 

The Gilt Edge Maid Mill in 1906 
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

The Gilt Edge Maid Mill remains in the early 1960’s 
 

 None of the mines and mills in the Galena area were ever really profitable, although there was a 
miner (Walsh) who discovered and sold the Anchor Mountain Mine, took the money he had made from 
this transaction, and went to Colorado and became a millionaire.  
 

 
This Everton photo shows the arrastra that is still standing at the Anchor Mountain Mine. This is the only 
arrastra known to be still intact in the Black Hills. Note the grinding stone with the hole in it in the center 

of the arrastra. An arrastra was one of the first methods used to process ores in the Black Hills. This 
arrastra would have been filled with water and gold ore, and with the grindstones laying flat on the bottom 

there would have been some method used (horse, steam etc.) to drag the stones in a circle around the 
arrastra to break up the gold ore. When sufficently ground, the water would have been drained out (note 
the pipes at the top of the photo) and the grinding stones removed to get to the gold at the bottom of the 

arrastra. 
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The profitibility of mines in the Black Hills and fraudulent mining schemes 
 Profitability was the biggest problem with Black Hills Mining; unless you owned or were invested 
in the Homestake, the Wasp No. 2, or the Trojan Mining Companies, you did not get rich mining in the 
Black Hills, mainly because the mineralization in all but a few select areas was not extensive enough to 
make anyone but a lucky few wealthy. 
 
 However, the fact that the Black Hills did have a number of areas of mineralization made this area 
one of the most ‘productive’ mining areas in North American for swindlers and scammers. During the late 
1800;s and early 1900’s there were numerous investors with ‘money to burn’ living on especially the east 
coast. A prospector could locate a promising mine, develop it enough to make it interesting for an 
investor, take some ore (not necessarily from that particular mine) back east to show the people with 
money, and sell the mine (sometimes for a pretty good profit). Most of the time the investors never saw 
the mine, and relied on the prospector or a local person to manage and handle the day to day operations 
of the mine. Most of the time this ‘manager’ was either a swindler himself, or had little or no knowledge of 
mining operations, and the company would be bankrupt or would have to shut down in only a short time.  
 
 In his book Golden Days in the Black Hills Carl Leedy (the “Old Timer”) states: ‘Fraudulent stock-
selling schemes hurt the mining business in the Black Hills. There were many good, reputable mining 
men here, but, for every legitimate mining operation, there were two who would sell thousands of dollars 
in mining stock, not intending to do anything but keep the money. Bob Flormann was probably the most 
notorious swindler in this business. He was always at it. One of his big projects was the Greenwood Mine 
near Nemo. By exchanging sample ore bags, he was able to send rich samples back east to be assayed 
and, on the strength of these false samples sold more than a half a million dollars’ worth of stock. His 
principal benefactor was an ex-postmaster in Chicago (Laflin). They had a celebration when the mine 
opened, but in two months they were through – and Bob Flormann started on a new (mining scheme).’ 
It was rumored that Flormann had investments in Galena, although none can be substantiated. It would 
stand to reason that he did, however, as he had ‘investments’ all over the Hills. 
 
 Another Black Hills mining profiteer was James Hardin. He and his brother started in the mining 
business in the Two Bit Creek area of the Black Hills, and sold the mine to Eastern Investors. James 
Hardin decided that he could make more money promoting and raising investment money for other 
mining companies instead of digging in the ground for it, and he assembled a ‘syndicate’ of investors from 
Chicago, Omaha and Milwaukee and used the money to invest in numerous mines in the Black Hills, 
including the Branch Mint in Galena. In somewhat of a mining scheme, he spent $500,000 on the 
construction of the Branch Mint and other features at the mill, and was supposed to sell treasury stock to 
pay for the construction. Instead, he sold his own stock (the investors money), and loaned the proceeds 
to the company. When the company shut down, he filed a lien against the company for his money, but the 
company never recovered and neither did Hardin. This was the start of the downfall of the mining camp of 
Galena.  
 The Galena area was prospected sporadically until the 19-teens. The war also shut down the 
mining in the this area, and again, because of low gold and silver prices, it was not profitable to re-open 
any of the mines.  
 In the late 1930’s and early 1940’s during the re-newed period of interest in gold and gold mining 
in the Black Hills, the Golden Crest or Deadwood Gold Incorporated Mine was re-opened for a short time. 
Ken Stewart, historian and archivist for the South Dakota State Historical Society, lived on this property 
for a time. In the 1970’s a fire destroyed the mill, and vandals destroyed most of the other structures. 
 

Information from the 1937 SDSM&T Bulletin No. 17: The Mining Industry of South Dakota 
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The Deadwood Gold, Incorporated (Golden Crest) property in 1937 

 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

The Commonwealth Gold Company (Deadwood Gold, Inc./Golden Crest) property in the 1960’s 
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(Everton photo) 

The Golden Crest/Commonwealth property in 1988 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

The mill at the Golden Crest/Commonwealth burned in the 1970’s. These are the stamp banks. 
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In the 1980’s the Brohm Mining Company strip mined in the Gilt Edge area. 

 
(Everton photos) 

 
 

Overview of the Brohm strip mining operation 
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 The town of Galena still boasts several residents (mostly in the summer), and one or two of the 
mines are still being ‘hobby prospected’ in the area. 
 

(all Everton photos - 1995) 

  
Galena’s ‘Main Street’ 

 
 

   
Two of Galenas oldest structures 

 

 
The first structure erected in Galena 
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Other Northern Hills Areas 
 The northern Black Hills was where the majority of Black Hills mining occurred. There were 
several areas in the northern Hills where mining was conducted on either a limited scale or very 
sporadically. One of these areas was in the Maitland/Garden City area. Another was in the Two Bit and 
Spruce Gulch areas.  
 

Maitland 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

 
 

Two Bit Gulch - Hardin 

 
(photo - Joel K. Waterland) 
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The James and Charles Hardin gold mining property in Spruce Gulch.  

 
(Everton photo) 

The Hardn property in Two Bit Gulch in the 1980’s 
 

Spruce Gulch – Lexington Hill 

 
(photo – Mining & Scientific Press) 

The Lexington Hill Mill in Spruce Gulch. This was one of the first mills in Spruce Gulch 
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Spruce Gulch – Belle Eldridge 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

 

 
                                   (Everton photo) 

Remains of the Belle Eldridge flotation mill in the 1980’s 
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Two Bit Gulch – Pioneer tungsten 

 
(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

 

 
(Everton photo) 

Pioneer Tungsten mill in 1991 
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 A third area was the Uncle Sam/Clover Leaf/Anaconda Mine located on Box Elder Creek in the 
mining camp of Roubaix.  
 

 
The Uncle Sam/Clover Leaf Mine and the Mining Camp of Roubaix in 1903 

 

 
(photo – Jesse Simmons) 

The Clover Leaf Mill in 1905 before it closed. Approximately $300,000 was processed through the mill. 
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 In the late 1930’s the Anaconda Gold Mining and Milling Company re-opened the mine and 
refurbished the mill. This information is from the 1937 SDSM&T Bulletin No. 17: The Mining Industry of 

South Dakota 
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(photo - Homestake Sharp Bits) 
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The Aaconda property in 1988  
 

 
(Everton photo) 

 
 

 
(Everton photo) 
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1988 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

 

 
(Everton photo) 
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1988 - the powder house 

 
(Everton photo) 

 

 
(Everton photo) 

2017 overview of the Anaconda property and the mining camp of Roubaix 
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The Central Black Hills 
 Mining in the Central Black Hills was not as extensive or profitable as it was in the northern Hills.  
Areas in the Central Hills where mining was conducted included the Rochford District, Keystone and the 
Keystone District, Spokane, and the Hill City District. The Central Black Hills was most noted for the 
Harney Tin mining scandal.  
 

The Rochford District 
The Rochford District, which is located about 12 miles south of Lead on (Little) Rapid Creek, was at one 
time thought to be as rich, or richer, than the Homestake area. As time went on and mines were 
discovered, worked, and then idled or closed, it became very apparent that the geology of the area was 
not like anywhere else in the Hills. The formations in the Rochford area and to the west and south of 
Rochford were folded over themselves, sometimes several times, making it almost impossible to follow 
any type of vein for any distance. Mines such as the Montana, the Alta Lodi, the King of the West, the 
Golden West, the Yellow Bird and especially the Standby were all discovered, prospected, and worked 
sporadically, sometimes for a number of years, however, most of these mines were never big money-
makers for their owners, and most never produced enough gold (and in some areas copper) to pay 
investors or show much of a profit. 
 The Standby Mine and especially the mill was one of the best-known in the Black Hills. The 
reason for this is because the remains of the Standby mill stood for many years along Rapid Creek just 
east of Rochford along Rochford Road, and was one of the most photographed mining structures in the 
Black Hills. These descriptions of the Standby Mine were reported in the June 1880 Engineering and 
Mining Journal: 

 
 

…and in the September 1880 Engineering and Mining Journal: 

 



87 
 

 

 
 

 
(Everton photo) 
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 

Caption reads: An Impressive “Bull Wheel,” rusted steel drums, and eerie silence greet those who wander into the G&D Gold Mining 
Company’s mill at Rochford. From 20 stamps in 1891 to 60 stamps in 1906, with development and mill testing from 1907 to 1909, gold 

production figures are sketchy and incomplete. 
 

 The Standby, along with several other mines and mills in the Black Hills, was re-opened in the 
late 1930’s and early 1940’s. The Standby mill was re-conditioned, but very little gold was found and the 
mine was again shut down. The mill building was left to deteriorate, and became (possibly) the most 
photographed and painted structure in the Black Hills. 

 
                                                                                                                 (Everton photo) 
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(Everton photo) 

 

 
       (Everton photo) 

 In 2017-2018 Mineral Mt. Resources started drilling in the Rochford area, once again looking for a 
promising vein of gold ore. Problems have plauged the Company including water rights and permit 
problems.  
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The Keystone District 
 The Keystone District, located on Battle Creek approximately 12 miles southwest of Rapid City 
was most noted for the Holy Terror Mine. Other mines in the area included the Etta Mine, the Keystone 
Mine, and the Bismark/Ida Florence. 
 

The Holy Terror 
 The Holy Terror Mine was one of the richest in the Black Hills. The mine was discovered in 1883 
by W.M. (Bill) Franklin, Jacob F. Reed and Thomas Blair, and according to Carl Leedy, was named after 
Franklin’s wife. In the first year a ten-stamp mill was built on the property, and the following year more 
than $100,000 was paid to the stockholders. This information on the Holy Terror was reported in the 
January 1895 Engineering and Mining Journal:   
 

 
 
 

…this was reported in the March 1895 Engineering and Mining Journal: 

 
 
 

…and this was reported in the April 1895 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
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(photo – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 

The Holy Terror Mine and Mill in Keystone 
 

 The Holy Terror Mine was operated sporadically for many years, mostly for gold, but the mine 
was constantly plagued by water problems. There were numerous attempts to re-open the mine as it is 
rumored that the remaining gold vein is extensive and very rich, however, any attempt that was made was 
met with an influx of water that no pump could conquer. During the 1950’s through the 1970’s the Holy 
Terror mill was used to process feldspar and spodumene that was mined in pegmatites in the Keystone 
area.  
 

 
(Everton photo) 

The remains of the Holy Terror feldspar mill, and the remains of the shaft house from the original Holy 
Terror mill (on the hillside on the left in both photos). 
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(Everton photo) 

Another view of the feldspar mill remains and the original shaft house (top-center of photo) 
 
 

Information on the Holy Terror Mine and underground illustration of the mine from the Paul T. Allsman 
book: Reconnaissance of Gold-Mining Districts in the Black Hills, S. Dak. 
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Information on two other mines in the Keystone area, the Keystone Mine and the Bismark Ida Florence 
are in the Paul T. Allsman book: Reconnaissance of Gold-Mining Districts in the Black Hills, S. Dak. 
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The Bismark Ida Florence 
 

Information on the Bismark Ida Florence from The Engineering and Mining Journal: 

 
 

From Paul Allsman: 
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102 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Etta Mine 
 Another important mine in the Keystone District is the Etta Mine. The Etta started out as a gold 
producer in the early 1880’s. The Etta was in the early development stages when this was reported in the 
August 1883 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 
 
 

This was reported in the December 1883 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
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(photo – SD School of Mines & Technology) 

The Etta Mine 
 
 In the mid-1880’s cassiterite (tin) ore was found in the Etta, in addition to numerous other mines 
in the Central Black Hills. This started the tin boom in the Black Hills, and at the Etta Mine a 100-ton 
concentration mill was constructed by the Harney Peak Tin Mining, Milling and Manufacturing Company 
to process the ores.  
 

 
(photo – South Dakota State Historical Society) 

The Harney Tin MM&M Co. 100-ton concentration mill at the Etta Mine 
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(Everton photo) 

Remains of the Etta mill in 1995 
 

 After the tin boom collapsed in the early 1900’s, spodumene was found at the Etta Mine. This was 
a lithium based ore and was mined for the war in the 19-teens. The largest spodumene crystal ever found 
was mined from the walls of the Etta Mine. 

 

 
(photo – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 

Spodumene crystal at the Etta Mine 
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 The Etta was mined for a number of years for spodumene and feldspar. The mine was a 
pegmatite, which is a plug of mineralized rock that can be just a few feet wide, or can be many feet wide 
and deep. The Etta was the latter, and there is a large hole where the mineralized rock was taken out; 
almost like an open cut or glory hole.  

 

 
(Everton photo) 

Looking down into the Etta Mine in 1995. The mine is partially filled with water. 
 

 
(Everton photo) 

Machinery left in the Etta mine – note the height of the walls. 
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 The Etta mine was noted as the most mineralized mine in the Black Hills – in other words this 
mine was one of the only areas in the Black Hills where you could go and find samples of a number of 
different minerals, and students from the SD School of Mines & Technology used the mine to collect 
samples for study purposes for many years. The mine is now under private ownership, and there is no 
longer access to it.  
 
 

The Harney Tin Mining Scandal 
 In the Central Black Hills, during the summer of 1883, it was found that tin existed in some of the 
mines that had been prospected for gold. This information is from the November 1883 Engineering and 
Mining Journal: 
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Investors started to pour money into these mines and a tin boom ensued. In the late 1880’s a 
London-based corporation invested fifteen million dollars into the tin mines, and the Harney Peak 
Consolidated Tin Company, Ltd., was created. The Company invested money into purchasing mines and 
constructing mills for processing. 
 Over the next 12 years, information on the Harney Peak Tin Mining, Milling and Manufacturing 
Company was reported in The Engineering and Mining Journal. Some of the reports were positive and 
reported of mines being purchased and developed and machinery being delivered, and others questioned 
the validity of the Company, the reports on the tin deposits and the prosperity of the mines. The following 
are excerpts from the EMJ from 1889 to 1893: 

 
April 20, 1889 
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April 20, 1889 - (cont.) 
 

       
 
 

June 22, 1889 
 

 
 
 

October 12, 1889 
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October 12, 1889 – (cont.) 
 

 
 

 
April, 1890 

 

 
 
 

January 3, 1891 
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February 6, 1892 

 
 

July 16, 1892 
 

 
 

July 30, 1892 
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August 6, 1892 
 

 
 

September 17, 1892 
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September 17, 1892 – (cont.) 

 
 
 

November 19, 1892 
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December 17, 1892 
 

 
 

 
(photo – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 
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February 11, 1893 

 

 
 

Despite the ‘glowing reviews’ that were sometimes reported in the investment journals of the time, 
and the amount of money put into development and construction, most of the mines never produced a 
single ounce of tin ore. The Harney Tin Company was questioned, and then a lawsuit and finally 
receivership was filed against the Company.  
 
This information on the Harney Peak Tin Company was reported in the November 17, 1894 Engineering 
and Mining Journal: 

 

 



115 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Dec 15, 1894 - Engineering and Mining Journal  
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April 27, 1895 - Engineering and Mining Journal 

 
 
 

May 23, 1896 -  Engineering and Mining Journal 
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 The Harney Peak Tin Mining boom became known as the biggest scandal in the Black Hills. 
Millions were invested in mines that in some cases never produced a an ounce of tin ore, and numerous 
investors were left with nothing but empty promises (and pockets) to show for their investments. 
 
 

The Southern Black Hills 
 Only two areas of extensive mining occurred in the southern Black Hills, the St. Elmo and Clara 
Belle Mines, and the Spokane Mine. The St. Elmo and Clara Belle Mines were fairly prosperous, and 
several different types of minerals (along with gold) were found and mined for a number of years in the 
area. The Spokane Mine was the only property in the southern Hills where silver was found in marketable 
quantities. 

 
The St. Elmo and the Clara Belle Mine  

 The St. Elmo and the Clara Belle Mines are located in the Southern Black Hills on the south side 
of St. Elmo Peak near the mining camp of Oreville. This dispatch from Deadwood reported in the June 
1883 Engineering and Mining Journal describes the discovery of the St. Elmo Mine:  

 

 
 

 The St. Elmo was purchased by Captain Marsh in 1897. As was typical of most Black Hills Mines, 
the St. Elmo was worked sporatically for a number of years.  
 To the south and east of the St. Elmo Mine was another area where prospectors found some gold 
in surface deposits. This area became known as the Clara Belle Mine. In early 1900 a well-known 
engineer and miner named Frank Hebert purchased the Clara Belle. For a few years he placer mined the 
surface gold deposits located in several areas on the property.      
 

 
(Everton photo) 

One of the placer mining areas on Clara Belle property 
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 After a few years, Hebert started developing the property, and soon he had the shaft down 125 
feet in the Clara Belle mine. The ore on the property was mostly free-milling, and relatively easy to 
process. As time went on the tunnels from the Clara Belle and the St. Elmo began to merge underground, 
as the two mines were relatively close together. Eventually Hebert ended up owning both properties. 
 Because the ore was mostly free-milling, Hebert brought in machinery to process on the property. 
One of the items he set up on the property was a small two-stamp Tremain mill. Hebert used this small 
stamp mill throughout his ownership of the property. In 1991 when the author visited the property, the 
Tremain mill was still standing. 

 
The two-stamp Tremain mill on the Clara Belle property 

 

 
The two stamps 
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 A processing plant was also constructed on the property In 1991 when the author visited the 
area, this processing plant and the overhead tram from the mine shaft to the processing plant was still 
(partially) standing. 

 
The processing plant and the overhead tram 

 

 
The overhead tram, processing plant, boiler and machine shed on the Clara Belle property 
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 The Clara Belle property was worked until 1911. The property was idled and the mine and 
structures were left to deteriorate. Because the mine structures were located on private land, in a remote 
area of the Hills, they were left relatively undisturbed. 
 In 2012-2013 the author once again visited the area. The property had been purchased by a 
couple who were interested in the history of the mine, and the author was allowed to enter the property 
and photograph the structures. 

 
The same view as above in 2013. Unfortunately the overhead tram has collapsed. 

 

 
Collapsed overhead tram. The shaft is to the left. The tram brought the ore from the shaft to the top of the 

processing mill 
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The processing plant in 2013 

 

 
Unfortunately the two-stamp Tremain mill had also collapsed 

 
 The Clara Belle property is the only place in the Black Hills where the processing plant and the 
majority of mining features remains (mostly) intact. The reason for this is that the property is on private 
land, and is somewhat protected. Although the structures are starting to seriously deteriorate, the owners 
of the property are interested in history, and will hopefully save or rebuild all or some of them. 
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Spokane 
 The other area of mining in the southern Black Hills is Spokane, located approximately 6 miles 
southeast of Keystone on what is now known as Spokane Creek. This information on Spokane was 
reported in the June 6, 1891 Engineering and Mining Journal: 
 

 
 

 The Spokane mine was worked then idled for many years, all the way through the 1940’s when 
tungsten and other minerals that were needed for the war and beyond were found in the ore bodies.  

In 1917 a 50-ton concentration mill was built on the property. This structure, along with the shaft 
house, the manager’s house, and several structures in the nearby mining camp of Spokane were left to 
deteriorate when the mine and property were permanently closed in the 1940’s.  
 In 1987 the mill, shaft house and power house were burned in a fire.  
 

 
(all Everton photos) 

The Spokane hoist, part of the power house and part of processing plant in 1886 (before the fire) 
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Spokane hoist and processing plant – 1986 (before the fire) 

 

 
Spokane processing plant 
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 Although the mill features are gone, several structures still remain in the mining camp of 
Spokane. The caretaker’s house and the school remain (partially) standing in the town itself, and the 
managers house remains (partially) standing near where the mine buildings were located. A grave is also 
located in the Spokane area; the grave is for a Spokane miner who was killed by another miner over a 
claim dispute. 
 

 
Spokane school 

 

 
Manager’s house 

 

 
Caretaker’s house 
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Types of Mining in the Black Hills  
 

 
 

 
(photo – Joel K. Waterland) 
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(photo – The Pahasapa Quarterly) 



127 
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(photo – Joel K. Waterland) 

 

 
This photo from an April 1907 issue of Ores and Metals shows a double compartment shaft 
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(photos – The Engineering and Mining Journal) 

 
 
 

 
(photo – Engineering and Mining Journal) 
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(photo – Homestake Sharp Bits) 
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Mining Machinery Used in the Black Hills 
 

 
(Engineering and Mining Journal) 
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(photo – Engineering and Mining Journal) 

Homestake 
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(photo – Engineering and Mining Journal) 

Homestake 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 Mining in the Black Hills was conducted from 1876 through 2000. The majority of mining occurred 
between the years of 1876 and 1917. All types of mining occurred within the Black Hills Mining District, 
including placer and hydraulic mining, prospecting, hard rock mining including tunneling, drifting, shafts, 
and stopes, open pit mining, and shallow trench mining. Minerals and ores taken out of the Black Hills 
mines included (mostly) gold and silver, and also copper, tin, tungsten, spodumene, feldspar, mica, and a 
small amount of rare and other minerals. In the beginning many hundreds of thousands of dollars were 
invested into the mines in the Black Hills, and in the beginning a number of mines (especially along the 
Homestake mineral belt, the western extension at Bald Mountain, and the Wasp No. 2 Mine at Yellow 
Creek) paid their investors handsomely, but in the end only one mine in the Black Hills was prosperous 
enough to continue to pay investors. The Great Homestake Mine was at one time the second largest gold 
mine in North America, and was the only mine in the Black Hills that was profitably worked (almost) 
continually from 1877 through 2000. Although the Black Hills was one of the smallest mineralized areas in 
North America where mining was conducted, a good deal of ore was profitably taken out of the area, and 
the Homestake Mine was a legacy that made the Black Hills Mining District one of the best known in the 
world.    
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