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Dennis Frye 

08/24/2004 04:05 PM 
EDT 

To: Richard Raymond/HFC/NPS@NPS, Nancy Hatcher/HFC/NPS@NPS 
cc: 

Subject: Fw: Mary, Annie, Sarah, and Ellen Brown 

FYI -- descendants of John Brown. Could be a ·useful genealogical addition to our library files. 

Dennis 

----- Forwarded by Dennis Frye/HAFE/NPS on 08/24/2004 04:05 PM -----

"Debbie Piscitelli" 
<dkpiscitelli@earthlink. 
net> 

08/23/2004 10:28 AM 
AST 

-----Original Message-----

To: "David Fox" <David Fox@nps.gov>, "Dennis Frye" 
<Dennis Frye@nps.gov>, "Guinevere Roper" 
<Guinevere Roper@nps.gov>, ''Todd Bolton" 
<Todd Bolton@nps.gov> 

cc: 
Subject: FW: Mary, Annie, Sarah, and Ellen Brown 

From: Alice.Mecoy@clubcorp.com [mailto:Alice.Mecoy@clubcorp.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2004 9:56 AM 
To: Jean Libby 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

   
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

I am proud to be a great-great-great-granddaughter of John Brown (through 
Annie) and look forward to hearing from other descendents. I am one of the 
descendents that Jean mentions as "growing up.in Palo Alto, California." 
I now live in Allen, Texas with my husband and twin 18 year old boys, who 
are very proud of their heritage. 

Thank you Jean for all of your wonderful work and for sharing it all with 
us so freely. 









together. Lori also has a charming story of Sarah Brown in a journal of a 
trip to Yosemite with the Higgins family. 

Best wishes to all, hope to see you in Saratoga and Cupertino! 

Jean Libby 
itinerant researcher and instructor of U.S. History 



Owen Brown



The Children of Owen Brown - Father of ,Torm Brown 

10 Sons and 6 Daughters 

Owen Brown and Ruth Mills - married February 13, 1793 

Levi Blakeslee - adopted son 

Salmon Brown (1) - born June 29, 1794 - Died February 18, 1796 

.Am2§ Brown - born July 5, 1798 

.4.Qhn Brown - Born May 9, 1800 

Salmon Brown (2) - born April 30, 1802 - Died September 6, 1833 

Qliver 0. Brown - born October 20, 1804 

Fredrick Brown - born February 13, 1807 

Dau�hter, Infant - born December 9, 1808 - Died a few hours after birth - - . .. .  ---- -

Wife, Ruth Mills Brm,n - Died December 9, 1808 a few hours after death 
of infant daughter. 

Re-married - Sallie Root - November 8, 1809 

Sall�Marian - born April 19, 1811 

Watson Hughs - born July 22, 1813 - Died January 29, 1832 
/ 

Florilla - born Hay 19, 1816 

Jermiah Root - born Novemb�r 8, 1819 

Edward - born July 13, 1823 

Martha (1) - born September 21, 1825 - Died September 18, 1826 

Lucien - born September 18, 1829 

Martha (2) born June 18, 1832 

Ruth A..:. King, born ? Died June 12, 1839 

"\:Jife, Sallie Root - Died August 11, 1840 

Re-married - Widow Lucy Hinsdale - April 1841 

This information was taken from the book Life and Letters of John Brown 
by F.B. Sanborn. 
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James Henry BURTON 
8. August 17, 1823

Shannondale Springs, Va.
D. October 18, 1894

Kernstown, Va.
(" , S. of Winchester, Va.)

Buried; Hebron Cemetery, 
Winchester, Va. 

James Henry BURTON GENEALOGY 

M. _____ -.;CorneHa _Frances MAUZY. 
'Tt::J!MA7Verv­

Fu.,.c=:-, 

D. 
Buried: 

---Charles M. (Mauzy?) 

---George Y 

---James Francis 

M.,,_�--.--Elizabeth levering KEILER (Keiler�lst. husband) 
2nd marriage B. 1830 . 

. o. 1858
---Clinton H. 

B.1853
o. 

---Helen 
B. 1854
D. 

---Frederick 
B. 
D. 

---E. C. B. 

M. Louis ABRANS------,B. 

D. 

B. March 10, 1858 in Enfield, England
D. August 4, 1858

M. : Eugenia Harper MAUZY 
3rd. marriage 

--Mary Ellen (Minnie} 
B. 1860
D. 1947 (single)

M. _____ John Meade SNYDER

---Belle Johnson H. ____ --'Dr. Joseph TEARNEY 

a0_
. . . I . s. 1852

O; July 25, 1917, 2210 Maryland Ave. Home, Balto., Md. 
Buried: Hebron Confed.· •• Buried: Hebron Confederate Cemetery, Winchester, Va.

Cemetery,Winchester, 
Virginia 

---Joseph, Jr.· M. Marie A, BARKLAGE
B. 1893 ----- B.
O. 1955 still Jiving as of 1982, Baltimore., Md. 
Trainmaster for 0. 

B&O RR Burial: 
Burial: 

---Edward 
B. 1894

.---Prances Margaret 

---Maria Lou f se 
B 1921 

-�-Augusta Belle
8. 1919

O. 1924 never marriedor 1925 
---John 

B. 1895

M. 1942 Walter C. HAUENSTEIN

I 
Married at Elkridge, Md. 

---Rober.t 
B. 19Sl 

M. . Lane SHO\-IALTER
L

. 

ives at 377 La Hacienda Or., 
Beath, Florida 

rah touise 
omas 

M. Kenneth GRONBERT
-

-
-uves at 1012 Beechfield Ave.,

Baltimore, Md. 
---Janet Morgan 
---Martha Lee 
-0-Kenneth, Jr.

Indian Roe 

Still living as 1982 in Winchester, Va.-never married--worked for Ouponb Co. ,Buffal

/ --��Eugenia Ml Mr. MASKELL.' 8. 1899 ----- B. -- · 
D. 1951 o Buffalo, N.Y. 

---Wi 11 iam M. MissManasses, Va-.-.----

---Virginia (Ginnie) 
B. 1867
O. England

---Henry Edward M. ____ -'Kather.ine STAUB 

---Frank Farquhar M._· ___ .;.'
.:.;
; Anna CANDEE 

1 
�--Eugenia May 
---Barbara · Ann 
---Robin 

•---Arthur Greenwood M. ____ __;Eva H .• TIMBERLAKE (Md.) 
_;__Genevieve 

B. 1879
D. 1948 (single-Winchester, Va.}

---Percyde Vere · M. ______ Ethel WHITE (Ark.)
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IN UPLY REPER TO: 

Kl4HAFE 

31 August 1988 

Mr. Howard Burton 
P.O. Box 434 

HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

HARPERS FERllY. WEST VIRGINIA 25425 

304-535-6371 ext. 6563

Dundee, Illinois 60118 

Dear Mr. Burton: 

As per your telephone request for information on James H. Burton, enclosed 
are copies of background data we have on Mr. Burton and his family. We do 
not have much in way .of personal materials. However, the enclosed genealogy 
should prove to be of some use. 

If you have additional information to add to the Burton's Family history, 
we would appreciate receiving a copy. 

Sincerely, 

/J4c£". cS� 
Hilda E. Staubs 
Museum Technician 

Enclosures 



Microfilm 
Co 11 ection REEL 164

COLON�L JAMES HENRY BURTON 

CORRESPONDENCE 
1845--1861 

Also see Reel 165 on Burton. 
HAFE purchased Feb. 1986 from: Sterling Memorial Lib. 
Manuscripts and Archives (MS Group #117), Yale Universtb/
May be used w/o restrictions for any research that DOES 
NOT RESULT IN PUBLICATION. Need AUTHORIZATION for 
publication including dissertations. 

Microfilm 
Collection REEL 165

COLONEL. JAMES HENRY BURTON 

CORRESPONDENCE AND RELATED PAPERS 
1862-1868, 1871, 1875, l 881-1883, 
1893, 1929, n.d. and 

DIARIES for 1868 and 1872.

ALSO see Reel 1�4 on Burton. 
HAFE purchased Feb. 1986 from: Sterling Memorial _Lib .. .
Manuscripts and Archives (MS Group #117) Yale Un1vers1ty 

May be used w/o restrictions for any research that DOES 
NOT RESULT IN PUBLICATION. Need AUTHORIZATION for 
public�tiQn including di��ert�tiQn�� 



TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTION OF JAMES HENRY BURTON: 

"COL. JAMES H. BURTON 

1823 - 1894 

AND HIS WIFE 

EUGENIA H. MAUZY 

1840 .,. 1924 " 

----------------3rd. wife also married Eugeni, 

sister who was his first w: 

Burtons are �Wlirta j n the Mount Hebron Cemetery, Winchester, Va.



Sept 19, 1851. 
Easter Ar:giorei-, Burton, to receive $1,200 instead of 
the usual $800. Pay rolls returned to Maj Symincfid:ion 
for necessary corrections in rogard to above. 

Sept 23, 1851.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES, R. G.

R. 19, v. 5, p. 473

NATIONAL ARCHIVES, R. G.

�,;ages of rns:liter arrro:.er inc!eilsed during A.pril instead of };ay. 
J(eturns rolls duly corrected. R. 24, v. S, p. 436



Oct 4, 1G51. NATIONAL ARCHIVES, R. G. 

T?. 24, v. 3,:i:,. 2[;0 

, .

.i·.astor nrnorer. 
Appl icatic n of John H King f<Jr the ; ost of ,: i'l sb•r ani,urer. 

Politics, }rr Burton acting Master Armorer accused of 
campa.gining against �fr Faulkner. June 4, 1853. 

NATION.At .ARCHIVES, t. b, 

R. 19, v. 6,p. 571



June 7, 1853. 
,1 .J 

Jlfeference to claim by Mr Faulkner against Mr Burton, NATIONAL ARCHIVES, R. G. 
· 8;.cting niast�k.;armore:,:. Statement by Mr Anderson that

:hr Faulkner larl not spoken or written to the $ec of War R. 24, v. 9, p. 890
to get Burton" removed.

Jum! 8, 1853. NATIONAL AJ:i(.;.111.VES, R. G. 

. R. 24, v. 9, p. 291 
Reference to stater!,ents by l-�1· Anderson thc1 t }jr ,,aulkner did not tr:¥ to get 
Nr Burton the acting ,!aster a rn.orer rerw. ved<l Col Huger COJ!Ul,ents th<t:t the govt 
should not interfere in politics. 



June 9, 1853. -· 
., 

$ 

NATION.Al, ARCHIVES, R. G.
Rol Huger recommends -that James H Burton, acting master
'armorer pe appointed master armorer, has proved his R. 24, v. 9, p. 894
abilities in past few years. 

Sept 22, 1853. 
NATIONAL ARCH�vES, R. G.

Neither Burjon or Rhulman considered suitable for the job
of masterarmorer, some other perpon to be ·found for the position.

R. 19, v. 6, P• 585



· · · , NATIONAL ABCHlVES. R. C. 
N

0
t necessary to send Mr, Burton down with the rifles 

� since Col Huger will be there·and can give ay explanations R. 19, v. 7,p. 612 
necessary. Mar 3, 1854.

Master armorer, Mr 8amuel Byington appointed to position. 
Mr Burton may be retained in subordinate position. 
Mar 16, 1854.

NATION.AL ARCHIVES, R. b. 

R • 19 , v. 7, , p. 61 7



Burton to goto armory at Springfield for short time NATIONAL ARCHIVES, R. G, 
jn regard to alterations to be made in the old m::skets 
and an arrcd'\gernent for the Faynard Primer. April 2G, 1254.R . 19, v. 7, p. 632 

1855 Oliver, John w., History of' American 
Enf'ield. Rif'le Adopted TechnoJ.ogy, N • y • 1956 

. America's potential superiority in the manufacture of' guns and 
firearms during the years preceding i;he Civil War was also reco)lig nized 
,:;hroughout Europe. France had �eEllie.Ld the distinction in this .field 
1,hroughout the .L7th century, and Britain had capntlred it by the close 
o.f the Napoleonic Wars. Bu't during the Crimean War, 1854-56, English 
soldiers had suf'.fered great losses due to ine.f.fective .firearms. A

com,mission was appointed to investigate the American method o.f manufact­
ur1ng ri.fles, with the resul� that a large factory was established at 
En.field near London to manufacture ri.fles. The English company secured 
the services of the superintendent of the arscna�at Harpers Ferry, 
Virginia, who went to England in 18,55, took with J. im a number of experienced 
gunrnakers, and began to manufacture guns modeled fter the American make. 
They became known as the Enfield rifle. 

This rif'le became the general wea.pon of: the British infantry 
until it was converted into the breechloader in 1867. In its manufacture 
the British adopted interchangeable parts, in w at they termed 11the _ 
American system. n.... 

..J-�.I� f'f-ts /tV-� ��-
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J
GI

,,.._,, f'S l]v,, ,re, N'



Deveiopment of the MinieBall 62 
Peterson, H :arold L., Treasury uf 'lbe Gun.,NY,192»
p. 150

 

BURTON, JAMES H. 

••• The British determined that a slightly redesigned bullet expanded and
performed very well without a cup of any kind, although they rdpidly reverted 

from this discovery and added a boxwood plug anyway. It did have the ad­
vantage of making the byllets less susceptible to damage in packing. At 

almost the same time the Americans x2x, experimenting at Harpers Ferry, 
r-�ached the same conclusions. ��s ��u.r..tQ!l, Assistant Master Armored,
desi:gned an excellent vari�nt tha neerle o plug of any kind, and it was 
promptly adppted by the United States. It was Burton's bullet, but Americans 
insisted oti calling it a "mimie ball" just the same 
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Harpers Ferry Armory 
and the New Technology 

THE CHALLENGE OF CHANGE 

MERRITT ROE SMITH 

Cornell University Press ITHACA AND LONDON 



Harpers Ferry Armory 

In addition to standa"rd units for hollow milling and trimming 
components, Hall patented several other machines in 1827 for cut­
ting metallic substances. Because drawings of these devices have 
yet to be found, their specifications remain hazy. Nevertheless, the 
Carrington committee designated them as Straight cutting, Curved 
cutting & Lever cutting Machines," indicating that they formed the 
largest portion of Hall's production equipment. 24 

Of the three, Hall's straight-cutting machine is most interesting 
and historically important because it represents an early version of 
plain milling as practiced today. Designed to produce a combina­
tion of straight, flat, fluted, or ribbed surfaces, it could easily be 
applied to the production of a great variety of regular and irregular 
shapes. The second or curve-cutting machine served "to produce 
surfaces of either double or single curvature of any of the regular 
curves," though it had been fitted to produce only the latter at the 
time of the Carrington report. Y cars later James 11. Burton, a 
former machinist and master armorer at I larpers Ferry, identified 
the device as a bridge-milling machine or a lathe with a former. 25 

Finally, Hall's "lever" machine executed \\'ork that could not be 
conveniently done by either of the other machines. Applied princi­
pally to the breech mechanism of the rifle, in December 1826 its 
functions included boring the pan and cutting recesses in the re­
ceiver for the battery, cock, and main spring. In 1881, Fitch 
described it as "similar in principle to some forms of hand-milling 
machines now in use." Other than these few facts, nothing is 
known about this particular device. 26 

24. Leggett, Index of l'atmts, 2:922. Cnlcss i11dica1cd otherwise, the following
account of Hall's milling machinery is based on the Carrington committee report, 
January 6, 1827, OC:O. 

25. Fitch to Burt{m, July 23, 1881, James II. Burton Papers, Yale University
Archives. Bridge milling machines employed a hinged table which held the work­
piece in position on its upper side and a copy of the required pattern underneath. 
The pattern rested 011 a tixcd fulcrum or "bridge'' situated directly below the table 
and in line with the revolving mill cutter. \\"hen set in motion the table carrying 
the workpiece traversed the cutter and bridge simultaneously. The bridge, in turn, 
traced the pattern and imparted a rising and falling motion to the table, thereby 
transferring the desired movement to the object being cut. 

26. Fitch to Burton, July 21, 1881, James 11. Burton Papers, Yale University
Archive�; Payrolls and accou!lls, I larpcrs Ferry armory, 1827, GAO; "Nomen­
clature of Hall's Rifle," ( 18 35), OCO. 

236 



Harpers Ferry Armory 

good work, with those machines, under the immediate direction and eye 
of the Principal, as a man-these Principals hire those boys, and pay 
them-themselves-for their services, at such rates as are mutually agreed 
upon between those boys & themselves. 

Such a system would have been impossible without self-acting ma­
chinery, "To keep a machine in operation," the Carrington com­
mittee noted, "activity is more necessary than judgement, for the 
machines, after the work is put into them, go thro' with the oper­
ation without any further aid from the boy, and when the operation 
is completed, give notice to the boy, who has been employed dur­
ing the operation, in putting in and taking out work from other 
machines." In other words, Hall's cutting machines not only func­
tioned without any manual guidance but also ceased operation once 
the workpiece had been finished. This enabled a laborer to tend as 
many as three or four machines simultaneously. Since their manage­
ment required no mechanical skill, any reasonably alert indi\'idual 
could learn the job \\'ithin a short period of time. At the height of 
his career I fall boasted ''that one boy by thc aid of these machines 
can pc;rforrn more work than ten men \\·ith tiles, in thc same time, 
and with greater accuracy. "32 While attempting to discredit their 
utility, even Edward Lucas, Jr., one of Hall's sternest critics, ac­
knowledged that one ma ch inc "complctcd as much work in a <lay, 
as three men could file by hand. "33 The Carrington committee 
confirmed this estimate, adding that "the cost of the cutters & saws 
docs not amount to half that of files used to do the same yuantity of 
work." 

According to master machinist Burton, the Hall Rifle Works 
housed "not an occasional machine, but a plant of milling ma­
chinery by which the system and economy of the manufacture was 

32. Hall to Hedinger, October 29, 1834, payrolls and accounts, 1 larpers Ferry
armory, 1 834, GAO; I !all to Poinsett, February 2 1, 1840, I IR. 

33. "But," Lucas hastily added, "this operation is not a fair test, because the
receiver, upon \\'hieh the trial \\'as made is necessarily forged much larger, for the 
sa\\'s of the machine to act upon, than the same limb would be if forged for the 
purpose of being filed by hand." I !ere Lucas unwittingly contradicted himself, ror 
rather than exposing the supposed inef

f

iciency of I !all's engines, he indicates that 
they were capable of remn,·ing more iron in less time than could be accomplished 
by hand filing. Sec Lucas to John Cocke, January 1 5, 182 7, OCO. 



Hall and the American S:;stem

materially altered. "34 Featuring solid metal construction, advanced 
cutting tools, variable speed control, and automatic stop mecha­
nisms, Hall's cutting machines represented a significant step for­
ward in milling iron. Combined with sophisticated gauging tech­
niques, they enabled him to dispense entirely with the use of filing 
jigs and develop a system of production capable of manufacturing 
arms with interchangeable parts. In doing so, he far surpassed the 
legendary work of Whitney and further elaborated upon that of 
North and other New England contemporaries. Yet all this would 
have little significance if, as some scholars contend, Hall's improve­
ments languished at Harpers Ferry. 35 

Determining the extent of Hall's influence is not a simple task. 
Essentially it hinges on whether or not other arms makers adopted 
his techniques. On this question Hall's sentiments are poignantly 
clear. Beginning in 1834 he repeatedly complained that his pat­
ented machinery'had been introduced at the Springfield armory 
without his permission. "Moreover," he asserted, "by order of the 
Ordnance, Department, they have been and still are used by Col. 
[Simeon] North, in manufacturing arms for the United States by 
contract." While Springfield officials and North neither affirmed 
nor denied these claims, Hall's lawyer, Isaac N. Coffin, and his 
immediate family made similar allegations. Significantly, the chief 
of ordnance and the chairmen of the House and Senate committees 
on military affairs confirmed their validity. 36 

Surely ample opportunity existed for assessing and copying 
Hall's techniques. Between 182 r and 1835 many gun makers vis-

34. Fitch to Burton, July 23, 1881, James IL Burton Papers, Yale University
Archives. 

35. See, for example, George H. Daniels, "The Big Questions in the History of
American Technology," Technology and Culture 11 (1970);13n; Paul J. Uselding, 
"Henry Burden and the Question of Anglo-American Technological Transfer in 
the Nineteenth Century ,"Journal of Economic History 30 ( 1970):3 17. 

36. See, for example, Hall to Cass, October 1 5, 1834, Statira P. Hall to Tal­
cott, (1840], Letters Received, OCO; Hall to Cass, March 18, 1835, Correspon­
dence Relating to Inventions, OCO; Bomford to Cass, September 16, 1834, Let­
ters Sent to the Secretary of War, OCO; Born ford to James L McKay, February 8, 
1836, Letters Sent, OCO; William A. Hall to House Committee on Military 
Affairs, February 7, , 840, J. W. Allen, "Report on the Petition of John H. Hall," 
April 25, 1840, Coffin to Stanley,June 6, 1842, Petition of John H. Hall, HR. 



Harpers Ferry Armory 

their formative years at the Rifle Works were John H. King, Philip 
Burkart, Armistead M. Ball, Jerome B. Young, and Daniel J. 
Young. '1Commencing at the bottom of the ladder and ending sec­
ond in command," King succeeded William A. Hall as director of 
the rifle factory in 1842 and held the position nearly eight years 
before going into private business at Martinsburg, Virginia. Dur­
ing this period he not only supervised the fl;!tooling and renovation 
of the Sh,;mandoah shops, but also found time in 1844 to devise an 
ingenious machine for letting in all comporwnt fittings on stocks for 
the new Model 1841 Harpers Ferry rifle. Burkart started out as a 
common laborer and by 1844 had worked his way up to foreman of 
tools and machinery at the Rifle Works. The following year he was 
promoted to assistant inspector and in 1849 became foreman of the 
barrel shop at the neighboring Musket Facto.\'y. A strict taskmaster 
and thoroughly competent, Burkart joined his son-in-law, James 
H. Burton, at-the Virginia state armory in Richmond with the
outbreak of the Civil War. Like King and Burkart, Ball began his
career in 1830 and moved through the ranl{s'to succeed Burton as
master machinist at Harpers Ferry in 1849 and Benjamin Mills as
master armorer in 1859. Considered one of the best machinists in
the United States, Ball proved "uncommonly clever" at designing
self-acting machinery for drilling and rifling cast-steel gun barrels.
Although the Ames Manufacturing Company and several other
New England firms sought his services, Ball stayed on at Harpers
Ferry, evidently professing Confederate sympathies until his un­
timely death in June 1861. Except that they adhered to the Union
cause and worked at the Washington arsenal during the war years,
Daniel and Jerome Young followed a similar development, rising
from machine tenders to the ranks of master machinist and foreman
of turners respectively at the Rifle Works and Musket Factory by
1 841 . Although none of these men garnered the prestigt:: associated
with Cyrus Buckland, Thomas Warner, and other New England
contemporaries, 1 they nonetheless represented Hall's contribution
to a new generation of gifted inventors and nwchanics that emerged 
in the arms business during the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s. 43 

43. Fitch, '1Rise of a Mechanical Ideal," pp. 522-p3; Ames to Burton, October
18, 1858,James T. Ames Papers, Bingham Collection. 



Politics and Technology 

Lucas' maneuvers as superintendent well illustrate the long-stand­
ing controversy that existed over the proper function of the Har­
pers Ferry armory. By ignoring Bomford's directive to reduce the 
number of operatives at the Musket Factory, he clearly sacrificed 
productive efficiency for political expedience. In doing so, Ord­
nance officers argued, he placed community convenience ahead of 
national need. Yet, considering that he held public office by virtue 
of politics, Lucas' position is understandable. He doubtlessly recog­
nized the harmful effects that a large-scale turnout would have on 
the town and immediate vicinity. Such a measure would not only 
inflict hardship on the displaced workers and their families but also 
adversely affect the livelihood of local businessmen and shop­
keepers who depended on their patronage. He also realized that the 
blame for these dismissals would be laid at his doorstep rather than 
at the Ordnance Department. In other words, the execution of 
Bomford's -order meant jeopardizing his local popularity and possi­
bly even undermining the very basis of his political strength in 
Jefferson County. This he refused to do. 

Ai, much as Lucas disliked reducing the labor force at Harpers 
Ferry, he did not hesitate in making selected removals. A master 
spoilsman, he had no compunction about dismissing perfectly com­
petent armorers to make way for political sympathizers. Years later 
master armorer James Burton estimated that Lucas fired thirty-four 
workmen between May 1837 and the fall of 1840. Of this number 
twenty-eight were Whigs and six were Democrats. During the 
same period he hired thirty-three Democrats and six Whigs. From 
this Burton surmised that political allegiance rather than me­
chanical aptitude governed the selection of armorers at the Musket 
Factory.II 

Since Burton did not arrive at Harpers Ferry until 1 844, he could 
not speak from actual experience. But others could and die!. While 
characterizing Lucas as "an uncompromising Politician" who 
"knew no man by any other merit," a machinist named William 
Chambers fbund him totally unqualified to manage the Musket 

11. Symington to Charles 1Vl. Conrad, May 21, 1851, Lucas to Talcott, July 30,
1840, Letters Received, OCO; Lucas to Robb, January 16, February 22, 1839, 
Letters Received, SAR; James H. Burton, "A list of names of operatives dis­
charged from May 1837 till the fall of 1840," James II. Burton Papers, Yale 
University Archives. 



Politic$ and Technology 

introduction by the "Secretary of war and chief of ordnance, Moor 
and his deputies gained access to virtually every important armory 
and machine shop in New Enghind. At one time or another during 
the 1840s their itineraries included Middletown, Salisbury, and 
Whitneyville in Connecticut; Boston, Fall River, Fitchburg, Law­
rence, Lowell, and North Chelmsford in eastern Massachusetts; 
Cabotville, Chicopee, and Pittsfield in western Massachusetts; 
Keene and Nashua, New Hampshire; and Providence, Rhode Is­
land. Without doubt, however, their primary rendezvous was the 
Springfield armory. There they examined machinery, compared 
notes, and discussed common problems with such master me­
chanics as Buckland and Warner. After satisfying their curiosity 
and determining their needs, they then set out for other estab­
lishments to gain further information about new and interesting 
mechanical equipment. 

In view of this strategy, mechanization at Harpers Ferry evinces 
two fundamental characteristics. First, Moor built a large number 
of machines from patterns and drawings obtained from Springfield 
and other New England factories. Covering a broad spectrum of 
mechanical types, they ranged in importance from relatively simple 
buff wheels ahd punch presses to more complex multi-spindled 
draw polishers and drill presses. In "getting up" these machines, 
Moor relied primarily on younger assistants-notably William 
Apsey, Henry W. Clowe, John H. King, Jerome B. Young, and 
James H. Burton-to work out the details. 42 Since the armory 
lacked foundry facilities, he procured the castings from private 
firms. Among those most frequently engaged were John Watchman 
of Baltimore, Hugh Gilleece of Harpers Ferry, and John Wernwag 
of Virginius. In every case, a standard procedure prevailed through-

42. Craig to Bomford, December 14, 1841, Letters Received, OCO; Fitch to
Burton, September 5, 1882, Burton to Fitch, November 27, 1882, James H. 
Burton Papers, Yale University Archives. 

Although nothing is known about his background, Apsey served as master 
machinist at Harpers Ferry from 1837 until his death in 1844. His successor was 
Burton, the young Virginian whom Major Craig had recruited from a Baltimore 
machine shop in April 1844. King and Young were former Hall workmen, and 
Clowe held the position of master millwright at the Musket Factory during the 
1840s. 
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the contract method. In 1842, for instance, Major Craig announced 
his intention to procure as many machines as possible from commer­
cial builders because- they could be gotten more quickly, econom­
ically, and efficiently than similar equipment could be made at 
Harpers Ferry. Craig carried out this measure, as is well shown by 
his correspondence with the chief of ordnance and Major Ripley, 
the military superintendent at Springfield. Unfortunately existent 
inventories, which are fragmentary and incomplete, do not record 
every purchase made between 1 841 and 1 844. It is known that 
Craig ordered a double-spindle machine for cutting wood screws 
from the Springfield armory in 1841. He also acquired three stock­
ing machines, two drill presses, two barrel-turning lathes, one 
screw engine, one cone miller, one pin machine, and one "slabbing" 
machine from the Ames Company in 1843. Finally, in 1 844 he 
bought a Daniels wood planer from J. H. Hitchcock of West Troy, 
New York, and a five-hundred-pound Nasmyth direct-action 
steam hammer from Merrick & Towne of Philadelphia. 44 

When serjous illness forced 1\1oor to take an extended leave of 
absence in 1845, his temporary replacement, Alexander Hitchcock 
of Troy, New York, continued his administrative strategy. So did 
James Burton, the talented Virginian who succeeded Moor as mas­
ter armorer in 1849. The mechanization process, therefore, fol­
lowed the same pattern during the superintendencies of Major John 
Symington (1844-1851) and his successor, Colonel Benjamin 
Huger (185 1-18 54). Of 121 ne\\' machint:s installed at the Musket 
Factory between 1845 and 1854, sixty were purchased at a total 
cost of $34,986. This sum exceeded the amount spent on the on-site 
construction of machinery by $3,686. Since Hall's machinery was 
easily adapted to the manufacture of muzzle-loading rifles, much 
less was spent at the Rifle Works. Thirty-three machines were 
installed at the Shenandoah shops between 1845 and 1854. Of this 
number, twenty came from private machine builders. 45 

44. Craig to Talcott, October 21, 1842, Hitchcock to Talcott, April 17, 1843,
Letters Received, OCO; Payrolls and accounts, Harpers Ferry armory, 
1843-1845, GAO; Craig to Ripley,June 7, 1841, Letters Received, SAR. 

45. Craig to John B. Floyd, February 9, 1859, Letters Sent to the Secretary of
War, OCO; Payrolls and accounts, Harpers Ferry armory, 1845-1851, GAO; 
Symington to Burton, December 17, 1849, November 25, 1850, Second Auditor's 
Accounts, GAO. 
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French, and other machinists at Springfield during the late 1830s in 
working out the configurations of a fully evolved milling machine 
(Figure 15)-a synthesis of principles previously introduced by 
North and Hall. Once with the Ames Company, he no doubt 
added a few embellishments of his own. Nevertheless, the earliest 
plain millers made at the Ames shops were based on patterns 
loaned by the Springfield armory. 48 

Like the Ames Company, the American Machine Works also 
specialized in the manufacture of milling and stocking machines. 
Philos B. Tyler, who owned and operated the firm, relied exclu­
sively on Springfield armory patterns in constructing machinery 
for Harpers Ferry. Although Tyl�r did not enter business until 
1848, he nonetheless succeeded in drumming up orders-by under­
bi�ding his neighbor and competitor, James T. Ames. Accord­
in�ly, between 1849 and 1854, he furnished four eccentric stock­
turning lathes, twelve milling machines, and a number of other 

- production units to the Potomac armory. Still, in terms of output,
versatility, and quality of product, the record of the American

, Machine Works fell far short of that of the Ames Company. 49 

Whether constructed on the premises or purchased from private 
contractors, nearly every new machine installed at Harpers Ferry 
after 1839 revealed pronounced New England influences. To many 

48. Edward G. Parkhurst, "More Early Milling Machines," American Machinist
2 3 (June 28, 1900):605-606; Martin Lovering, History of the Town of Holland, Massa­
cqµsetts (Rutland, Vt.: By the author, 1915), pp. 604-607; Nathan P. Ames to 
Moor, January 24, 1845, James T. Ames Papers; James S. Whitney to Ames 
Manufacturing Company, November 28, 1855, Letters Sent, SAR; Craig to Whit­
ney, November 2 1, 18 5 5, Letters Sent to Ordnance Officers, OCO; Ripley to 
Secretary of War, June 11, 1861, Letters Received, SAR. 

Since Robbins, Kendall & Lawrence initially equipped their plant with Ames­
built machinery in 1845 and made abundant use of Springfield armory patterns 
thereafter, probably Frederick W. Howe's famous plain milling machine of 1848 
was also based on the national armory's designs and specifications. See Robbins, 
Kendall & Lawrence to Talcott, March w, 1845, OCO; Ripley to Robbins, 
Kendall & Lawrence, July 21, 1847, Letter� Sent, SAR. 

49. Whitney to Ames Manufacturing Company, November 28, L855, January
9, 185d, to Tyler, January 9, 1856, J. W. Preston to Clowe, June IO, 1856, Letters 
Sent, SAR; Craig to Clowe, December , , 4, 14, 1855, to Whitney, December 1, 
18 5 5, Letters Sent to Ordnance Officers, OCO; Payrolls and accounts, Harpers 
Ferry armory, 184<)-1852, GAO. 
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observers, the similarities bet,veen the techniques used at 
Springfield and those a�opted at the Ferry were too obvious for 
comment. As one writer put it, e,·eryone knew "where Mr. Moor 
obtained his machinery." The same held true for J\loor's successor, 
Burton. Both men traveled extensively in New England, both vis­
ited Springfield as often as possible, both made copious notes of 
what they saw, and both made purchases. Through continual con­
tact, cooperation, and exchange, Harpers Ferry had become thor­
oughly dependent on Yankee know-how by the 1840s. Tech­
nologically speaking, it was a Southern armory in name only. 50 

Except for minor additions, the reconstruction of the I Iarpers 
Ferry armory ended in 18 54. By that date the waterworks had been 
completely rebuilt, ne,v workshops erected, machinery installed, 
and interchangeable manufacture well under way. The new facil­
ities presented a striking contrast ,,·ith the physical plant of 1841. 
;\1ore spacious and better-lighted brick buildings had replaced ear­
lier jerry-built structures. Neatly situated along paved streets and 
landscaped terraces, they completely altered the armory's appear-­
ance (Figures 16, 17, 18, and 19). Within these shops could be 
heard the clattering din of machinery . .'Vien who formerly wielded 
hammers, cold chisels, and files now stood by animated mechanical 
devices monotonously putting in and taking out ,,·ork, measuring 
dimensions with precision gauges, and occasionally making neces­
sary adjustments. Slowly but perceptibly the world of the crafts­
man had yielded to the world of the machine . 

.\1embers of the Ordnance Department were delighted with the 
results. Although the inspector of arsenals and armories, Colonel 
Baker, always found room for improvement, he highly apprm-c<l of 
the mechanical operations at Harpers Ferry and expressed satis­
faction that "the System under \\'hicli they arc conducted is a very 
excellent one." At the same time, he commended the super­
intendent, Colonel Huger, and his staff for exercising diligence and 
efficiency in the discharge of their duties. All things considered, 

50. Fiteh to Burton, January 1 3, 188 3, James 11. Burton Papers, Yak Uni­
,·crsity .\rd1i1-es; S:,·rnington to Burton, Dcccml>cr 17, 184,;, No\'l:111hcr 25, 1850, 
!luger to Burton, :\"m·emhcr8, 1851, Second Auditor's :\ccounts, GAO.
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George Mauzy, and A. J. Wright openly opposed a return to civil­
ian superintendents as destructive of good order and progress at the 
armory. Since one of the most hotly debated issues concerned the 
legitimacy of James Burton's appointment as Moor's successor as 
acting master armorer in 1849, he naturally sided with his military 
benefactors. Burton became so involved in the controversy that 
Congressman Faulkner accused him of interfering in the presiden­
tial election of 18 52 and demanded his immediate removal from 
office. 

Apart from events at Harpers Ferry, the most telling clashes 
between the antimilitary faction and the Ordnance Department 
occurred in Washington. Beginning in 18 5 1 both sides exchanged 
accusations, insults, and rebuttals in an acriminous debate lasting 
over three years. On several occasions the controversy seemed to 
have run its course with the Ordnance Department maintaining the 
advantage. Each time, however, the persistent Faulkner revived the 
question at opening sessions of Congress until he finally succeeded 
in attaching a rider to an army appropriations bill of 18 54 that 
provided f.9r the restoration of civilian superintendents at the na­
tional armories. Although Secretary of War Jefferson Davis op­
posed the measure, the exigencies of interest politics prevailed. 
Beset by Governor John H. Steele of New Hampshire, former 
superintendent Robb of Springfield, Faulkner, and many Demo­
cratic friends who favored the bill, President Franklin Pierce 
signed it into law on August 5, 1854. 59 

With demise of the military system the curtain of reform quickly 
fell at Harpers Ferry. No sooner had Faulkner secured the appoint­
ment of Moor's form�r assistant, Henry W. Clowe, as super­
intendent, than the armory reverted to the same routines practiced 
by Stubblefield, Rust, and Lucas years earlier. With "enemies to 
punish and friends to reward," Clowc dismissed more men in four 
years than his military predecessors had in thirteen. Most of them 
possessed skills that the superintendent could ill afford to lose. 

59. Symington to Burton, July 5, November 4, 1853, Burton to Major W.W.
Mackall, June 2 1, 1853, to Symington, October 24, 18 5 3, Faulkner to Pierce, n.d., 
J. W. Preston to Burton, i\1ay 17, 1852, James H. Burton Papers, Yale University 
Archives; Petition presented to the Secretary of War, n.d. [1851], Letters Re­
ceived, OCO; Springfield (Massachusetts) Republican, February 23, 1853; Benet, 
2:543-545; U.S. Statutes at Large, 10:578. 
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Nevertheless, as those who survived the purges well knew, politics 
and its influences controlled the destiny of the armory. According 
to one machinist, Clowe "used the whole power and patronage of 
his office to cajole and intimidate the votes of the Armorers and 
others for the benefit & support of his candidate ,\fr. Faulkner." 
Fortunately for him, Burton escaped proscription by accepting a 
position with the Ames Manufacturing Company before Clowe 
took office. 60 His departure proved to be a serious loss, as order and 
discipline lapsed under his \\·ell-intentioned but unassertive succes­
sor, Samuel Byington. At the same time ovcremployment and un­
reasonably high wages were instituted, expenditures exceeded ap­
propriations, favoritism prevailed in letting jobs and contracts, pro­
duction fell off drastically, and the quality of workmanship steadily 
deteriorated. By December 1858 the situation at Harpers Ferry had 
grown so bad that Secretary of War John B. Floyd had no choice 
but to remove Clowe, a fellow Democrat, from office. Soon after­
wards Colonel Ripley, formerly of Springfield, reported that condi­
tions at the a,:mory \\·ere "most unsatisfactory." 

A much larger force was borne upon the rolls, than was warranted 
either by the means on hand, or the pressure of work; and I was given to 
understand that much of this labor \\·as of that expensi\·e and unprofitable 
class whose merit lies not so much in mechanical skill, as in other 
gualifications less difficult to aeguirc. 

The mal-administration of the :\rrnory affairs has by no means been 
confined to carelessness in \\ arching m·er its ti nancial interests, or in afford­
ing in its shops an asylum for ignorant and indifferent \\'ork men. The 
general regulations of the Department governing its operations, have in 
many ways been violated, and in every instance which has come under my 
notice, the Government has invariably been the looser. 61 

60. Thomas K. Laky to Craig, :\ugust 13, 1857, Letters Received, OC:O;
Craig to Jefferson Davis, ;\larch 10, 1854, Letters Sent to the Secretary of \Var, 
OCO; Burton to :\iajor \\'illiam I I. Bell, .\fay 2 2, 18 54, lluger to Burton, ,\lay 24, 
1854, James I-1. Burton Papers, Yale uni,·ersity Archives. 

Actually Burton remained with the Ames Company only a year. In June 1855 
he accepted a five-year appointment as chief engineer at the Enfield armory in 
England. 

61. Ripley to Craig, April 14, 18 59, Reports of Inspections of Arsenals and
Depots, OCO. 
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son & Company, owners of the Tredegar Iron Works in Rich­

mond. Supplementary orders increased the Tredegar contract to 

$172,364. Later that fall part of the work was subcontracted to the 

Ames Company and several other New England firms, including 

Samuel Colt's Patent Fire :\rms lv1anufacturing Company of Hart­

ford, Connecticut. Most of these purchases consisted of stocking 

and forging machinery. n 

Although the contract negotiations consumed a great deal of 

time, preparing the machinery took e\'en longer. Since the Trede­

gar Works had ne\'er equipped a small-arms factory, the owners 

and state commissioners agreed that much time and expense would 

be saved if they could avail themsel\'es of the large collection of 

machine patterns and specifications already on hand at Springfield. 

In the past the Ordnance Department had followed a very liberal 

policy in making this information available to private contractors 

and representatives of foreign gon:rnrncnts. But \l'ith the approach 

of the election of 1860 and the \\'orsening of the sectional crisis, 

Colonel Henry Craig and other Ordnance officials had become 

extremely chary about opening up the armories to anyone, espe­

cially Southerners. 
As early as .\lay 14, Randolph had \\'rittcn to the War Depart­

ment for permission to have a model rifle-musket and some extra 

components made at the Springfield armory at the comlllission's 

expense. Although Secretary of \Var John Floyd, a Virginian, ac­
ceded .to the request, the project languished for more than five 

months. By November J. R. Anderson had engaged James Burton, 
the former master armorer at Harpers Ferry who had recently 
returned from the Enfield armory in England, to engineer the Rich­
mond armory contract. Both men were cager to proceed with the 
machinery. Evjdently believing that Floyd's earlier order also sanc­
tioned the Tredegar \\'ork's use of drawings and patterns at 
Springfield, Burton accompanied Adams to Ne\\' England as An­
derson's representative. Upon their ilrrival around November 22, 

superintendent Isaac H. \Vright agreed to prepare the model rifle-

9. Randolph to John B. Floyd, \lay 14, 1860, l.cttcrs Rcccin:d, OCO; Burton,
"I listory of Richmond .\rnwry"; Charles B. De\\', lro1111111kcr to 1hc C.i111/l'lil'l'1/ly: 

Joseph R. Anderson and the Trcd,gar Iron \Vorks (:'\c\\' I Ll\-cn: Yak LniH-rsity Press, 
1966), pp. 53-55, 64-65. 
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musket but refused to assist Burton in securing the necessary me­
chanical drawings and patterns without specific authorization from 
the secretary of war. Another exchange of letters resulted in which 
Adams and Randolph asked for "free access" to the engineering files 
and pattern rooms at both national armories. "As this privilege was 
accorded to the British Government [in , 8 54)," Randolph wrote 
Floyd on December , , "I respectfully ask that it may be granted to 
the Agents of the State of Virginia." In the meantime, Burton had 
returned to Richmond, upset and disappointed by the cool recep­
tion at Springfield. When Floyd ultimately issued the directive on 
December 4, the master machinist hurried to Harpers Ferry-a 
more hospitable environment-and returned several weeks later 
with a large portfolio of drawings. Even then, the Virginia officials 
waited with baited breath as "the heated opposition of the repub­
licans" at Springfield delayed further the completion of the model 
rifle-musket and pattern parts for the Richmond armory.10 

By the time the Armory Commission completed these arrange­
ments, Abraham Lincoln had been elected president of the United 
States and a cluster of Southern states stood on the brink of seces­
sion. A mafority of-Virginians, opposing in principle any extrem­
ism and favoring compromise, had spurned traditional partisan 
affiliations and voted for John Bell and Edward Everett of the 
Constitutional Union party. At Harpers Ferry, a Democratic 
stronghold since the , 8 30s, the election outcome was different. 
There Stephen A. Douglas and the advocates of popular sover­
eignity won the largest number of ballots, although every other 
precinct in Jefferson County returned majorities for Bell. The 
"Southern Rights" ticket of John C. Breckinridge and Joseph Lane 
ran a distant second in the county with less than 500 votes. 
Lincoln, the despised "Black Republican," registered no votes at 
all.11 

Virginia walked a political tightrope as the nation awaited the 
inauguration. An aura of dread and suspicion surrounded the new 
administration, relations with the Federal government were rapidly 

10. Ibid.; Benet, Ordnance Riports, 3: 1-2; Randolph to Floyd, December 1, 

1860, February Io, 1861, Adams to Wright, January 26, 1861, Letters Received, 
oco. 

11. Bushong, History of Jefferson Coun�y, p. 100. 
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and, then, mainly because of pressure�'put upon them by the chief 
' of ordnance. 3 A good example is Thomas Blanchard's patented 
gunstocking machintry, one of the mosi versatile and important 
series of inventions to originate in the antebellum firearms indus­
try. Like most innovations, Blanchard's methods contained flaws 
and produced only marginal savings dµring the first few years of 
use. Royalty fees and construction costs made their adoption expen­
sive-so expensive, in fact, that Water�, who first tested Blan­
chard's eccentric lathe in 1819, could not afford to install one until 
1825 or 1826. Yet, even at the most primitive stag� of development, 
Blanchard's machines produced much more uniform work than 
could be accomplished by artisans with hand tools. Consequently, 
arms makers, no matter how hard-pres!led they were for funds, 
almost had to install Blanchard's equipment if they wished to meet 
Ordrnmce Department specifications and continue on government 
contracts. Not until the 1840s, with thi rise of a number of new, 
more heavily capitalized companies such as Colt, Remington, and 
Robbins & Lawrence, did highly mechanized operations become 
commonplate among the largest arms producers. By then almost all 
the elements of the new technology-machine movements as well 
as.gauging devices-had reached a level of refinement sufficient to 
allow their users some leeway in calculating the economic niceties 
of high-volume production and the profitability of nonmilitary 
markets. 

Throughout the period from 1815 to 1861 the Harpers Ferry 
armory maintained an aloofness from the forces shaping industrial 
civilization. While the armory's work fori;e never completely repu­
diated the new technology, they did not eagerly embrace it either. 
Instead they vacillated between the old and the new, unwilling to 
break bonds that tied them to the past yet unable to dissociate 
themselves from the gathering momentu!ll of technical creativity. 
There were, to be sure, those at the armory who endorsed change 
and whose thoughts and actions served to further the new tech­
nology. But they constituted a small minority who, like John Hall, 

3. See, for dxample, Nathan Starr to John JI. Eaton, July 10, 1829: OCO;
Statement of Sil-neon North, April 1 , 1852, Letters Received, oco.
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Benjamin Moor, and James Burton, stood apart from the rest of the 
community and were frequently belittled for their efforts. 

Disenchantment with the new and unfamiliar found many emo­
tional outlets at Harpers Ferry. While the armory experienced a 
certain amount of phYtsical-violence and sabotage during its sixty­
three-year history, most workers confined the expression of their 
feelings to vituperative language and obstinacy on the job. Not 
surprisingly, they directed their most scornful criticism not at the 
machines themselves, but at persons who encouraged their use. 
Over the years no individual or group became more closely iden­
tified with this issue and aroused greater ire than the Ordnance 
Department, Ever since assuming supervision of the national ar­
mories in 1 815, the chief of ordnance and his staff had unflaggingly 
promoted the uniformity system and its adjunct, mechanization. 
The realization of this goal demanded a greater degree of discipline, 
organization, specialization, and-most odious of all-central con­
trol from Washington than most armorers were willing to accept. 
Such things, in the minds of many Harpers Ferryians, not only 
smacked of military despotism but also struck at freedoms that a 
majority of worker!> had come to consider proprietary rights. 

This controversy dated back to the 1790s when George Wash­
ington, Tobias Lear, and their mercantile friends had insisted on 
building an arsenal at Harpers Ferry. Since Washington's commit­
ment was prompted primarily by regional considerations-particu­
larly his desire to make the new Federal City the economic hub of 
America-his decision to proceed with the project at all costs en­
couraged the belief that the arsenal existed more to serve local needs 
than the national interest. In addition to enhancing land values and 
promoting economic growth along the Potomac Valley, the armory 
was envisioned by residents of the area as a fountainhead of lucra­
tive contracts, jobs, and other politically related emoluments. 
While this view clashed with what federal officials considered the 
armory's primary function-the well-regulated production of mili­
tary firearms--little c�uld be done to alter the situation because the 
War Department possessed neither the staff nor the leadership to 
exercise firm control over armory affairs until after the War of 
1812. In the meantime, the armorers, left on their own for the most 
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need not be a weak point in design. None 
of the steel cartridge shells remain with the 
model. 

The promoters acquired the Virginia 
Central Railroad freight depot in Staunton 
for $3,500 and hoped to have 20 or 30 
hands at work-local pride expected 
Staunton soon to rival Chicopee or Spring­
field in production. Called "the greatest 
gun of the age" by the boosting Staunton

Spectator newspaper, it was said to shoot 
600 times a minute "consecutively for 12 
hours" or 100 times a minute in an ounce­
ball caliber, e.t .. 44 to .52 bore. 

Gov. Letcher and Richmond Mayor 
Mayo and sundry Virginians were enthusi-

,, ..., 

astic about the design, and so Col. McCue 
and Lorenzo Sibert went off to Washing­
ton in July to see about a patent and visit 
their fellow-Virginian, Secretary of War 
John B. Floyd. His letter of July 10, 1860, 
they preserved and published. Written "for 
the record," he said, "Wheneve·r such spec­
imen of this arm is presented as you desire, 
it will afford me pleasure to have it tested 
by a Board of Ordnance Offi<;:ers." 

Floyd expressed the belief that Sibert's 
rifle would "prove an extremely valuable 

Sibert's "Virginia Pacificator" 
was a working 111odel; eight mag­
azine tubes surround the barrel. 

addition to breech-loading and repeating 
arms," but a move by Congress forestalled 
his ordering a hundred or more for field 
trials, as had been done only a few years 
befor_e with Colt's revolving riiles. 

Apparently a larger caliber arm of 40-
shot capacity was made for them at 
Harpers Ferry. This weapon was examined. 

1j 

,"<'!,!,, ·, •( ,.· •i,.tttt:;� :
.... ,, . . . . ... , ....... 1s1>rot.fghtinto11n�w1t�.'?1

. :.n!!,1,. ;:f{!'(l!}f hel� _in P<>!i!i!)n by. spring-dete�t .'fJ ._·.; im1s�li:J�l�ngaging• 'l<?t��e�•ml><?!Jem of. magaZl!l�•.;•:j 
by the Spectator on Jan. 22, I 86 l. Sibert 
claimed it would shoot a mile with force 
and accuracy. 

Cartridge breech-loaders were being in­
vented currently with the Sibert. Powder 
and bullet were in a single container, usu­
ally metal, sometimes with priming at­
tached, a "cartridge" or "fixed round." 
Some cartridges were steel mini-chambers 
into which the bullet fitted, with a percus­
sion cap placed over a nipple on the back. 
The Gatling of I 862 and the Ager Battery 
Gun were of such design. It was this style 
which Sibert used in his open-chamber 
gun. 

Some of the first cartridge guns had a 
reciprocating breech bolt to close the back 
end of the barrel. The cartridge went into a 
special section of barrel; the "chamber" 
was then fired, and the bolt or plug pulled 
back to remove the empty case and then 
insert a fresh round, as in the Henry or 
Spencer repeaters. Sibert did away with 
this reciprocating motion, inventing the 
open chamber described in his patent 
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BURTON PAPERS - TRANSCRIPT 

THE DAILY RICHMOND �QUIRER, Oct, 9, 1861. 

THE STATE ARMORY.--This valuable establish�ent, which, form its 

importance to the cause of Southern i�dependence, may, with more proprj 

be termed a national than a State institution, is situated at the foot 

7th street, upon the bank of Jamei; river, from whence it draws its abun 

dant supply of water, for the propelling of the machinery required in t 

manufacture of small arms. The building itself had for many years been 

used-rather for the receptacle than for the manufacture of arms, until 

shortly after the John Brown raid,"when the attention of the people 

of the State, having been thus called tb the threatetiing aspect of 

Yankee radicalism and to the wisdom of being prepared for any emergency 

the Legislature, in deference to the popular will, appropriated a large 

sum of money for the establishment of a Virginia State Armory, and 

shortly afterwards a Board of Corrnnissioners, to whom was entrusted the 

duty of carrying out the purposes of the Legislature contracted with 

the proprietors of the Tredegar Works in this city to provide the esta­

blishment with all the requisite machinery, tools &c., for the manu­

facture of 5,000 rifle muskets a year, at a cost of $156,590. Before, 

however, the Messrs Anderson could enter fully upon their contract, 

the National di"fficulties had cu"lminated in the disruption of the Union, 

and the enforcement, by the mobs of the North� of a practical embargo 

upon the exportation of their manufactures to the South. Under these 

circumstance, little, if any �o�bt can �e entertained. that but for �h�. 

timely acquisition'of the works at Harper's Ferry, very much of delay 

and of difficulty would have been encountered before the South could 

have supplied herself with the required machinery, even for the repair­

ing of disable musket, �c. Providence, however, appeared to exert 
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22 AURORA STREET HUDSON, OHIO 44236

---, November 1, 1974. 

Mr. Neil Randell, 
Harpers Ferry National Historic Park, 
Harpers Ferry, w. Va. 25425 

Dear Mr. Randell: 

Enclosed please find typescr·�:�;-:,�f'th,e._Mgiuzy/2amilY•· 1etters 
that we discuss

�
d in our recent telephone conv�r�ttions·. 

_ .
· �:; -··

� 
· 

You will note that they are headed as be,ing owned by � .. · 
Harpers Ferry National M:>nument which is probably )'errorieou� 
acquired these typescripts from Dr. Clarence s. Gee ·of'Lockport, N. Y., 
a noted John Brown authority, whose collection.we purchased in May, 
1970. Dr. Gee, wno had a forty-year correspondence with the late 
Boyd B. Stutler, reports that he. obtained.!lis typescript copies 
from Mr. Stutler, In double checking with ".or� ··Gee, .he again veri-
fied that he had never seen the originals, dqes not know whether 
they were at Harpers Ferry, but does not believe they were in 
Boyd B. Stutler's possession. 

We hav� in our collection the forty years' of letters ex-. 
changed between Dr. Gee and Mr. Stutler, and I haye checked these for 
references to the Mauzy Family letters. Enclosed please find a copy 
of the letter dated July 12, 1958, telling of the letters being 
acquired by the H�rpers Ferry National M:lnument museum. 

. ' . . 

Subsequent letters recount the faot that young Frank Mauzy 
claimed to have the rope with which John Brown was hanged and tried to 
sell it to P. T. aarnum for $1,000. Anottier letter (dated Mly-,:23, 
1961) says that the letters were owned.by; Mr. Ralph Bloom of Baltimore,. 
third wife of one of the Mauzy descendants who had originally offered 
the letters for sale. Stutler cites a story in the Balt� �-�
and a rare letter dealer, Samuel H. Miller, also of Baltimore. There­
after my tr.acing of the origin and location of the Mluzy letters fades­
into oblivion. StQtler did in�eed .have pho�ostats of the letters. .. ·

i 
i, ' .,.· :.· .' 

It �as nice !talking to you� :: '1 have been to Harpers Ferry/· •
several times in the last four years and will,. stop to see your archives 
next time I'm the:re. I have also developed li\D illustrated slide talk 
on the life of John Brown tracing his career from boyhood in Hudson to 
execution. I will let you know if anything of interest turns up about 
the Boyd Stutler collection. 

TLV:mnj \ 

_ 
Sincerel�/ �ur� �-

� � t«;_.__ 
Thomas l,. Vince, 
Librarian and Curator. 

,>'\ 





r.'ron: 7-1rs. j�:2.r;:·- E. �,Ia1��y., H2.rpers .:'err;t, Va.
·To: frt��;·:··tw;cnin Pl1rt011, (cl::uiglTLor) :i.n Enr:-:l: 1 r,r1 
Date: (Qctober i 7, __ 185'°9,,·,
Sourc2: Original letter, O"'tmed by H2r�er·s Ferry I ational r.1onur1ent 

HonciRy e.ftcrnoon 
4 o'clock 

Oh m:r clear .frie:nr1 snch a. c1ay as this. Hem,·en forbic: that I should ever w:Ltness 

such another. 

Last night a banci a ruffians too}: possession of the to1-m, took the 

l�eys of the arr.10ry anr: :'l.ad.e Captive e �reat many of our Cj tizens. I can,:,ot

write the rarticulars for I a:11 too t�ervous. for such a si:;ht as I !:-12.ve just 

beheld. Our men chased them in the river just below here anc'! I sa1-1 them shot 

do,,m like <'logs. I saw one poor wre�h rise abovr:, the water 3N� so,'11.e O'!le strike 

nim ·with a club he sank again ann in a r,omen t they dre.gged him out a Corpse. 

I do not know yet how many are shot 1:"Jt I shall never .forget the sj ght. The,y 

just marched two wreche·s their Arms bomd fa.st up to the jaj_l. !1Iy denr husband 

shou.Jde:reci his rifle 2nc1 went. to join 0 1w mon May god protect him. Fven wh:ile 

I cannot writ.El any "1.0rE-1 I mnst lifiit anct f.'lr:e ,·rh8t the PDd ,Jil1 h..-, ... _.,, . 

titis to a close. 



Frorr} 
To 
Date : 
Source: 

Georg� Hauzy, Harpers Ferry, Va. 
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Burton, England
December 3, 1859 
Original letter m-mc!rl by ifarpe.:-s Ferry Natj_on;il HorllJ'nent-

Harpers Ferry 
nee. Jrd 18�9 

-�•Ty dear Chil0ren:

Your letter of the J-1-th ulto. was received a few r1ays since, anrl we were all glad 

to h0ar that were enjo9ing the same blessinp of contfoue.4 goon health. I -saw Hrs.

Burkhart yesterc'lay an:-1 she tolct us thf)t s1:.e h2d rcicn a letter from 0 1 ir rear Eusenia 

in which she stat.es that all ·were well & ha_ppy. I arr, ha.:'py to say tl12t we <1re all 

er.joting excellent health. 

Well the great <''-e;ony is over. 11 0lf Os2.w2t0mie: Erown 11 wcis cxecutecl yrc:::,-l-erna;.r nt 

noon - his wife co.:r:e here the �2.i,- be.for•e, -& pai� hj_m a short v:i.sit, after which she 

retnrnec'l_ here 1mcer an e.scort, where she a.nc1 her comrcmy remained nr.til the pocly came 

__ ,/... 

down from CLarlesto,-m, in the eveninr:, after which she t:,ok char 0 e of it anc1 went home. 

This has been one of the most rer::ar\:able circ1irnstai�ces t.lvit ever occurf:d in this 

country, this old fanatic mane no confession whatever, nor concsssion that he was wrong, 

but con l-:ene1ec" that he was right. in everythiw: he done, tbat he, 0one great service to 

Go(:i., woulo hot let a minister of an;r cleno:-:i.inatLm com0 nr.ar or say an_':thinz to him, but 

1..v·faS.,.-C. else co1.•l.-l be expeot.e'd fro-:n him, or anyone else w}io c'-re i,nh1erl 1-;ith tt_i'r2elo-veis'n, 

c1elivere0. b;,r �Ten--'lel Phil1:Lps t: hosts of others upon the c,"t,j, ct or l.Le 11 irrep:·essible 

c:,nf}ict, 11 1,rhy this 112Tt Fro,m &: h:i.s part�: :'lo not hesi t�,te to b";ll the :'lost, i.r.f2!"'l0Ls 

fY'e'.; st.,ci -:-, e, ::,c: :::-_,. pro-s1�,,r-.:t'v_· ·,·,-1,:in i' .·L·' he r2_f', __ Jser1 + ... n. ,·:1,"".: .. '"'. 'n,,·;, .�_- r,•:1•t•r p. \,-.re ,·,··1 "'r· "Ll~•·rr·1r,-J _ ... -== �- � .... • :::-- --='\:-- :.1 •- - - - - I ,_, 1 • •  �c:> . .  •,,_'f, -·. 1 ... t. ,, �--t.�.; 11.c. .• v.-.· .. li 



George Hauzy Dec 3, 1859 

HaYward was buried with the ,ihonours of War at Winchester, whereas he Bro,rn died the 

ignominious death at the ,:allows ., where C::iok, Stephens, Coppie i} Hazlett; wr,:i.tes mid 

Copele.nrl f: Green, Colored, will expiate their crir1es, anrl those ,rho were ki.ller. here 

were hu.cfrllec'l to•:ether like �1 pc=>rcel 0t ,1e.0,o 007,s, alternet.ely o tier, of whites &: one 

of blacks. 

Cook, Coppie, ,lites, Copelancl 8.: Green will be executed two weeks hence on the 

16th inst. Stephens is': to be trier. in Ee fe:-1eraJ. Conrt at St,1\mton next.. ��2y, 8,: 

perhaps H2�lett too. 

There is an imr1ensE; concourse of mili t-'?c�r rit Charlfcst.own, not less than 20'10 men 

are quartered there, the Conrthouse, all. t.he ch,1rches �- all the Lauyers of.fices are 

were all sent. here by the Sec. of' War P,,· ':·ov. Wise to prevent a rescue of I·1 ro,,rn &: his 

party by northern in�fidels.8; Janatics: of which they b0c•.steci lo•uny, tut their co11ra?,e 

m11st have oozed out of their .fin[;er encls, as none rn,?r:e their ;,,rrearaece. 1:ve are 

keeping ni[ehtly Yatch, all ::re vicilant: :Jr>rt;:,rs of 10 mRP ont e.rery n:i.-::·ht, ,1 1 :ite a �11Tc'cer 

of in0.enlic1ry fires !12·,re ·taken pl.see ir, t:,:�s vidnity & County, s11ch <'3 .'.;r&:i.n st2c\:s, 

b,:-1.rns &, oth0r oiJ.t-buil(lings. 
_, 

:-fr. Viills resisre0 his o' fic.e of 7fas-:-,er J\morer to t2!-:e effect or: the 1st of Fov. 

after rwvin"· been here Ji.1st :::nw yec1.r. I en not ;,:.,ra.ro of' ':-rhat the clifficnlt.y was oe.twsen 

old Kitz 11 as Supt. which yon know i;;-:=1s a :-::ross i.ns11lt, P. no ,lo,,bt wos c::mccr�ted by 

Crai.g c.:.._ Parbo!�r to £et riCT of" hi:rt, Cis [!e �ro.s r1nt a r·nvorite 11ri.th tbc forr:'!er. 
! 

.A. N. Pall is 2ctinr ,,,'s H. l1r'.'lo1•er 2s ye +. r: r1ny pro�1nbly ,;:--+ th8 2.::[.!0fot:1snt, 

per:wrn!mtly as J do not thjnlr i.t. req 1 ·ins or.,v �rrc2t :;kill tn per.forr.i the c'h1t,j_,::s of :-1.A. 



Dec J,, 1859 

aFare that there is no 1:nariimity here, "t1ut stj_ll that hcis 1,,Jtbinr, to rJo with Prawn 1s 

rlescent upon the place. the great oversight ·wi t-h all the Supt. he.1tetofore, was the·· 

ne['.lect or fear ,to pnt arms i:rito the ha1-ir1s of even t.he Armorer, r�uch less '.into those 

r 

o.f the Citizens. Cook had been here J.on"': en onc;h t.o fin-� ont thElt n.ot a 'Ti::1n out o_f eve:r 

100 was armed with anything more than .sn olrl. shotgun, the very th·in,�,s that A. telly ff 

Thos. Boerley were arrned with when they !!18f1e the first at tack at 'J'aylor Is comer upon 

the guard at the .i-".rsenal ga+:e, & from whence the latter rer:rl a e1ead shot by a negro wit 

a Sharps rifle: Hact the armorers & citizens been armed as the�r now nre, this forav 
U\ 

would not have occured. 

I wish you cou lr:1 see my a r�wry. I hc1.ve J rifles f-:. 3 pistols a 1.1 rea c'ly loadea, for 

action a t  a moments warning. I have rny olrl c�st steel RJ.fle, one of Ifall's breech 

J.oarlers given me b�r Govt. also one Sharp's presented by F'r;.mk: orie of Colt's !,;avey 

rev".llvers, the one which beJ.on�er to A. l. Stephens, one o ,· the e1less Arms Co. presented 

by A.n. Barbour, ancl one olri-faahinried rl.01.1hle-barrel pistol: these are a 1 l kept. jn 

perfr::ct'sh:)otin;; orcler: There was so::1e Li or 5000 of Bolls :d:Cl':s on ha.:,,:1 jri the arsPnB 

1-rhich h2ve nearly all been given o·.1t to the citizP.ns in this place B.: in th:_:,; and the 

adjoird.r1 c; co1mties: it wonlr. not be arlvi.sable for any �esperado to �ake P nescent 

uoon this place now 11nlRss the·,• were rnui;h str�mrer thErn Brown I s party: 

'>I'ni tes 1. John Brown, o.f Es.sex Co., N.Y. 
, 

woun:�ecl 
2. ,Ottawa Broi-m

. 

II II killerl 
J. :-rat.son Croi:,n. fl rr rlo 
Li. Owen Bro�,:n II II 2t large 
5. /,pron Tl 

'. Step�·1er.s of Corm.. wounrlerl f,- pric;rmer 
6. Edwin Coppic Iow<:>. r1o 
7. J.lbert ibzlet.t of Pa. prisoner 
8. �-!rrt. E. Leh:n.,:1n of r-!air�e kill8cl 
9. Stewart Taylor of Car:Ev:la do 

10. Charles P. Tidd of ���aine (lt. 1-?.rf;e 
11. \'-Jrrr. Tho,1pson I\f e·w York killerl 
12. Dolph Thompson II do 
13. ,John H. KAgi of Ohio do 

11.i. ,John E:. Cook. Conn.. prisoner 
•

15. B2.rclc1:,r Corpic J.ow,. at l�rge

16. F. J. 1·:eram ;,_- y l J • ... • do 
17. ,Jerry 1'\ncerson InriPna J.::illed 









Mary E. an(i George Hauzy Nov 10, 1859 

taste - it. is 2. lovely pattern unli1'.:e 3nyt\ing we p;et he re. Please accept my 

thanks for it an�l the little gloves .for ?a.nnie enclose:4 in your letter rec-:ei verl 

SAQ.) 
the 29th Oct. Yo,, never� snch a rlelis::hted child in your l.i fe. Everyone that hG:s 

come j_n since must see her gloves that sister sent.. She says she s:x.pects wlH-m 

she wears them to Chu-::'ch people with thi�:-<: she is sor11e. you kncn-r ho-::-r fmm;v she 

talks. George tal"ks c11s much as ever abo t you. He is tri.e ;:iw13·�-- affsctjonate little 

very rrnch since you saw hL"l. He grous ·,ery straight. I ::,2.-'!c h ."i'Tl 2 hlue ,jac\·ct 

with Gilt buttons, on S2t11rn.2.y evenforr rJ, wore it anr1 t.h8 boys ca.lle(l him Cc1ptain 

of the Aarin.es. He says tell siste,.� Ive a rbtol 2110 I am soinc: to shoot r-:ir:;;-�ers 

with it. His p:1p2 gave him a double bar!·eJ. Pj_stol ?r,:1 scnetirncs he will hol i it 

arc'! let h:i.m sh'.)ot it off. Everyone chil·1ren c1nn all seems to ha'le a warlike: .feeling. 

Aurelia was do1,m on Nonr1ay'aftemoon she ... olr1 me she hac1 1:rritter, to ;yoiJ. This after-

n0on she Niss Ellen 2.nci Hyself have beer: to see a larly at ;011 .• Smcltzers a Teacher. 

She is a Yankee by birth but has bsen fo� severn.l years So1Jth. Sbe pretenr'l3 to h&ve 

no sympathy with Old Broi-m a,.'7.ci his I part�r but says if the northern people wotlld

(t::m1e anj see the;," woulc:l not cherish such feelin;·;s towarc'ls the south. I like::' her as 

--,��\� i_ --·· as I expected she has been atter.dirg 0 1 1r Ch11rch an,3 we !.'elt it our dnty to 

gi,·e her some attention. It is reportnrl thd. Hiss Jane :¾ilfillen has come unc?er 

an -ass'Jmen name to nurse Brown. I ro no"'.: knou j_f it is true but. I w01.1lr1 not p,Jt it 

past her. I believe she hateo so�1thern :"ccp1e. We11 I know two thcit c-1:i.d not like 

bt1rg. She had to hu!TY home on his flcco,,rit. I wol'J.rl not won,1er if 'ne harl lost his 

_heart with his sweet nurse. He :i.s a fir!s lnoldn? yo1mg r-t&n an--1 ts spoken of hi:-:hly 

by everyone. George r-forphy is stll poorl�: but b::-d ter. 1;1 u re li,!.. 02ys he is ,,,,.. 
(' �.> cross as

w:ith a cane 2nd l.et M.:m takr- care o.f.' hims2lf. Hrs. f,lurphy anr'! Nrs. Barbo"r :-rer•� to 

sPe :1e a sh::irt ti'.'1e sJ..nce. r1rs. P.arbO'T wishes very much you wo11].rl tCcite her. They 
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better care of' it than I rli0 before. You will ere ti-tis reaches you have learned by. 
i 

the papers that Hr. Hills resigned, &· that A.H. Ball uas put in his place temporary 

- no appointr.ient has been made to fill Hr. Beckham's place, John Donnoho 1s acting

Agent. Your 01---1 q11arters are now usRr'l as a :·ecrnii,in;:_; std,ion by Capt. Barton.

There is a Co:npar,y of U .s. solrliers, who ·were sent here .from Govt. Isla..'1.r. to 

protect 7ovetrn.nent property - write again soon 

Your·s as ever 

Geo. Mauzy 



From. 
To .. 
Date 

·source:

Mrs. Mar_y E. Mauzy, Harpers Ferry, Va. 
Mrs. Eugenia Burton ·(daughter) in England 
December 18, 1859 
Original letter owned by Harpers Ferry National Monument 

Harpers Ferry 
Dec lBth/59 

My ever dear Genie: 

'i I have just undressed anct put·to Yed my two little chits and now take my seat to 

:respond to your kinn and appreciated letter of the 17th November. 

I do not know of anything new or particularly interesting to communicate, for the 

one absorbing theme monopolizes every thing else. But now that these poor deluded 

creatures are in Eternity - save two - I do sincerely hope t hat things may go on as 

heretofore, and people once more settle· down in peath ann quiet. Snch- constant 

going and com:ing of Troops Parading arou.nri and Cavalry with their long swords glit­

terin� and all such warlike doings is all that we have seen for two months. Genie I 

would not have had yon witnes�_ what I did, it would (have) haunted you forever. But 

strangeto say almost �verybody seemed hardened. I always shrink from looking at death 

especially when violent but I could iook on those wretches after they were dragged out 

and lying on the hall and never felt the least compassion not near as much a I have 

felt .for brutes. I had forgotten that you had ever met with Cook. I did not see him 

either time when you did. He came here a few days after you were married to see your 

Pa about the school room�- As he was starting off he turned and say'd to me, so you 

have lost Miss Eugenia, Really I felt sorry when I hearo. she was going so far &1ay. 

I knew she was a great favorite.in town and I thought she a beautiful young Lady. 

I told hem it wa·s a hard trfal to part from you. He said I can appreciate your 

feelings for when I went to Kansas my poor dear Mother implored me on her knees not 
czsf-:>.::-.J 

to go. I aktted him if he was in Kansas at the time of the difficulties. Oh yes 

said he I have seen blood flow like water. I was rflally plco.r.rnd with him, he spoke 

�a.fluently and intelligently and had all the nice little graces of a gentleman. r

told your Pa I co�ld not imagine how he ever came to marry Jennie Kenne0ay. Rev. 

Mr. North met with two of his sisters he says they are both Lac-lys o,f high rank. 
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Cooks wife and ·child are with his sister Mrs. 1'Crowley in New York. Gov. Williard 

claims the child •• It is said Cook was perfectly devoted to his chi·ld, poor little 

innocent thing, conceived and born in sin as it 1•ras, yet God forbid that sin shall·. 

,rest upon it. Everyone thought that Cook justly deserved 0eath, but no one spoke 

harshly of him. He seemed to have made a favourable impression upon almost everyone. 

Even the men that went to see fuhem hung, many could not look at him. I was told by 

one that was there that he died very hard and Copeland (Negro) his neck did not break 

a.t all. He said he would draw himself up a.nd then jerk. I suppose to try to break 
·--

his neck but just choked to death. I saw them take him prisoner. If his pistol had

gone off Jim Holt would not be living. He was wmmded and lying half hid under a rock

in the river and as Holt ran past him after Kagi he raised himself and tryed to shoot

but it had gotten wet and would not go offo I saw old. Brown's wife but did not i;et

a good look at her face she was rather a hard-looking somebody. She sijid Mr. Bro.-m

did right and if he was living she would have him do the same thing over. They ought 

(to) have bundled her up and thrown her 0
°
:er the wall into the· river. Just to think 

if they had accomplished their ends what c. state of negradation this place had been 

in. They were, it is said, pointing out. their victims among the females. Julia 

Johnson was standing on 11,er porch anci one of the white men looked up and said to his 

Negroes; 11Look boys, there is ane d----d pretty woman." Julia said· she made her 

�xit in double quick time in the house. 

Dear Genie it is just one year since Mr. Barton was here I think he came on the 16th •• 

Don't I wish he was here now: anrl had you c.ll with him co1.tl.dn 't we have a jolly 
,, 

Christmas. I dreamed last night �iwas at y:mr honse and everything looked so sweet 

anrl clean I nream so often of you. I fear sometimes somethi_nr, i.s the matter and am 

so anxious for a letter but they all tell of health and happiness which ciispcls all 

my fears. 

Tomorrow I shall begfo to bake I have all my fruit. for Cake anrl Plum Puctding. 

/8 
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:C have cleaned up for -Christmas and hope to spenci a happy though quiet on€:• You must 

think of us as you gather around your happy fireside. Fannie and George will have a 

tree this . year. : Fannie was on the hi 11 today with her Pa ahe says everybody ::a.in. she 

looked like Sister. George says he knows aJ.l his letter.;·and he,ds going to learn to 

w:rite and write you a nice little letter. He says then sister will says you are my 

precious lamb. He is a dear little fellow and a perfect bookworm, he never tires of 

learning his lessons. Fannie will go to school in the spring it is so far I should 

have sent her this winter� I have the pictures of dear little Helen and the boys now 

in frames, the same style as Mr. Burton's - the two frames cost over two dollars. 

Julia received your lett!;!r ann intends answering very soon. Mr. Burkhart made a 

narrow escape. Several pounds of powder was qui�e enoughi.to blow him up and in the 

shop the. windows were all blown out and even the floor was raised. It was a mercy 

he was spared. He intended.writing to your husband and give a full account of him­

self. Mother sends much love to yourself and husband ••••• 

You ask if I have Mat yet. No indeed, she like to stole everything I had. She 

(:)Ven took my shawls ancl dresses and :you know I had not many to spare. She would go 

off every night and leave her baby and it.would shriek and cry and I ·would have to 

go down and feed it and put it to sleep. I got tired of that sort of doing anrl sent 

her home. Since then I have had an Irish taggy. Did you make your black silk? And 

how have you any new styles for making dresses? My good man bonght me a beautiful 

press this fall I will send you a sample. The pattern was $10. I took one of the 

gay stripes and bordered. /P;y �lack cashmere shawl. You don't know how pretty the 

dress a'ndsshawl look worn together. Have you a new velvet wrapping this winter? 

Yours is too small for this style. Cloth cloaks iJre worn this winter Hay Davis has 

a beautiful one also :Mag Stephenson, Fannie Mann and Aurelia. Aurelia dresses very 

handsomely this winter. She has a pink bonnet just like y�urs of last winter. She 

is a splendid looking gi;rl in handsome dress. I ;Laugherl at Aurelia and Ginnie Foley 
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they would nearly go off over some of the fine-looking officers. Miss Ellen said it 

was the brass buttons look captivated tr.em. I deliVE:red your message to Miss Ellen 

she says you sho11ld write her first and she will readily respond. Kate and her 

little Lizzie are getting along very well all the rest are well. Maria Green has 

an heir but I do not know what it is. Hollie McNarnis is at this place, she is going 

home soon. She says $he misses you so much. Qive my love to you� beloved husband 

to each of the boys and a kiss for the little ones. Tell Helen Fannie has a nice 

doll for :Christmas and she will call her Helen after her. No more, but remain yours 

affectionately. 

Ma 
(Mrs. Mary E. Mauzy) 



F:roin, ";: 
_ To/ :/: 
Date : 
Source: 

George Mauzy, Harpers, Ferry, Va. 
.. Eugenia Burton, daughter, in England 
• . January 16, 1860
·; Original rletter. owned by Harpers Ferry i'lational Monument

Ha!!!'!)ers Ferry 
January 16, 1860 

,.Dear Children 

This happens to be just one month since your last letter was written, which was 

,rather longer on its way here than usual: it found us all enjoying our usual good 
' ' ·, 

health. We have had a very cold spell of weather, which set in about Christmas, it 

is said by some of the papers that it was colder in many parts of the U.S. than it 

has been for 36 years, but such was not the case here, although it made a vast deal 

of ice, more was secured than I ever knew before, i tJ commenced breaking up two days 

since, and the rivers are now entirely clear of _it and quite flush; we have had but 

ve_ry littie snow so far, but a vast deal of rain and sleet - Joseph has a job of 
- ··- -

nightwatching at the R. factory, and Frank tells me he.expects to go to work in a few

days, A.M. Ball has been appointed M.A. a day or two since; I asked Mr. Barbour for

one of old Brown's pikes for you, he said� should have one, but I have not yet gone

to get it. I may call for it tomort-ow, they are in great demann and are constantly

being carried off in all directions as curiosities. I never yet asked for one for my­

self, as I did not fancy them: This foray of old Possumwattomie, (as George calls

him) has made quite a stir in the Va. house of Delegates, as perhaps you may have

seen in some of the papers, there is strong talk of their appropiating half a million

dollars to start an armory at Richmond, or rather converting the old arsenal into an

Armory, that building it is/said would answer very_ well to begin with, it is 300 feet 

long & 60 to 80 feet wide with two winr::s of large dimensions, and a waterfall of So feet 

from the canal. Colt, Penfield and a number of northerners were there to purchase the 

building but Gov. Wise called Mr. Barbour and Ball to consult with, and they advised 

him not to sell. Well my dear Eugenia, you cor!ld hardly guess who was married - no 

less tL,persortage 'than old Mr. Fisher, and to whom do you suppose? Why a Mrs. Ann Hall 

of Missouri. She is a sister of Mrs. Emmanuel Spqngler, and the widow of John Hall, 
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a 'brother of Mrs. Marmion. They were married at the residence o.f Jno. A Shae.fi'er, on 

a Sunday night 8th inst. After service Mr. White and myself walked up to Bolivar, 

where the ceremony was performed. I wish you collld have heard the buss he gave he�, 

it could be heard all over the room, she is a young widow (since last March) or L.5

or 50, and he is 70 or 75 years of.age. 

My dear James, I thank you .fbr the two "Diaries" which you sent me, they both 

c�e safe to hand. What is the prospect of you procuring the back numbers? Will 

you be so kind as to enquire if but one volume of Ohas. Hutton's 11Miscellaneous Math­

ematics" was published? The one you presented me was·published in the year 1775.

From the many references made to it, I am inclined to think there must be more that 

one small volume although it does not say so; the only reason I have .for thinking so is 

that he (H.) refers to a former Miscellany, in his introduction. I have not had a 

letter from Aunt Sally-for a·long time, I have written.twice since she wrote last, I 

am apprehensive that she has been sick as usual all winter. I heard. from Uncle Jos. 

Mauzy about :Christmas, at which time he was improving, he was then able to go about. AS 

you will perceive by the papers, the legislature of Va. has passed an Act authorizing 

Judge Parker to hold.a special term of the Circuit Court, for the purpose of trying 

the other insurgents, Stevens & Hazlett, it was at first designed to move the former 

or perhaps both to Staunton, and try him or then in the Federal Court, but .for some 

reason or other that has been abandoned, and they will be tried at Charlestmm. The 

court will commence on 1st February. 

Our little Fannie and ·George have both had the chicken fox (as George) calls them, but 

tney are both getting better. George has taken a great noti� to learn his letters; 

he.knows them aJ.l, he says he wants to learn to write a letter to Sister, he comes to 

me often to hear him say a J.esson. With this goes a letter from Miss Jinne Foley, 

which will be rather stale as it has been here .for some days•. :Mary sends her best 

love to dear Eugeni;:t, & says she cannot write this time, but will do so next time. I 

am truly glad to hear that the boys are getting along so well with their studies. I am 
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anziously waiting to hear from the, as you stated they woulo write while they were 

spending their Christmas Vacation at home, which I suppose has nearly expiTed by this 

time. When you write again, let me hear how you succeeded W'.i.th your improvement' on 

the �reech leading arm. I believe all.those that were made here turned out to be a 

complete failure, although a large amount of money, some $5000.00 was expended upon 

them besides all the guns which were altered were spoiled. Write again as soon as 

you can; my best love to all, and believe me to be as ever truly and faithfully. 

Yours Sc. 

GEORGE MAUZY 



/�: , Frpm : , 'George Mauzy, Ha.rpers Ferry, Va. 
To ,. : J .H. Burton, son�in-law, England 
Date , :/ Januaz:y 30, 1860 

-·. Source: ,Original letter owned by Harpers Ferry 1�ational Monument

Harpers Ferry 
J�uary JO, 1860 

·---J .H. :.Burton

in one of my former letters, and you have no doubt noticed 

(,,::, ;: ' '· . ',: ' ✓ 

,fall,; has worked'up the Southern States, generally, ang_yirginia in particular, in re-
: :.··;: :·: .·: .. ;-.· I (: . , . . 

·•- gard to the establishment of an Armory, for the manufacture of arms, tp protect the
·,:.1.!

sohth against invasions from the North. Now, the bill has passed both houses of the 

Va� legislature appropiating $5000.00 for the purpose. Its provisions I willln,ot 

specify, as you will see them in the "Spirit of Jefferson, n which goes out with this. 

Messrs •. Barbour & Ball were ordered to Rich."!lond fo:r advise or information. 'l'he si tua-; 

tion of M.A. was affered to· -A .M. Ball, but he has not yet consented to accept, and may 

not, as he has just been appointed M.A. here. Now in the event of his not accepting 

the situation, it was �uggested to  me today by a particular friend of yours, that I 

should write you and appraise you of the fact at one, and ask you how you would like 

the situation, it' it would suit your present arrangements, to leave England. The sit-

uation at Rich'd would b� a very pleasant one, the salary as you will see is $2500. 

and quarters, and not liable to those frequent changes that a place like that is here. 

There were quite a number'of applications for this situation by men from this 

place, among the nurnber I will only name H.W. Clowe, and J .E.P. Dc1ingerfield! the 

latter of whom was also an applicant i'or the office of M.A. here ! Wha.t do you think of 

that? I do not advise yo1.l in thj_s matter, as I do not know how you may regard this 

matter, the suggestions are merely thro�n out for your consideration, it is true the 

time is very short, as immerliate action will be taken by the Governor. It is also no 

less true that we would all be happy to have you nearer home, nevertheless I could 

never consent to interfere with your pecuniary interests. I hope therefore you will 

view this in the light o.f merely frienc'!ly sur:gestion. 
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Mr;.Barbour made a slight change here a .few days since, by putting Zadock Butts. 

in his ·old situation as .Inspector of Lock work, and aisplacing Benj'amin Wentsel, who 
. . I . 

it is said has be�n using his of.fice to benefit his .family connections, whic� you '. 

know is very extensive, including ?11 the Chambers, Kirbeys and many others to the 

n��ber of some 48 or 50.

I cannot w±i:te much now, but will try and write again as soon as I can. With 

this goes a letter from Joseph. I had written a day or two before your last letter 

pame to hand, and we are now looking every nay for another from you or dear Eugenia 

· we are having some beautiful weather now. Indeed it is more like April than January.

Jam getting some manure put on our garden preparatory to making garden. Write

: :i,mrnediately upon receipt of this and gi. e me your views in regard to my suggestions.

Our best love to a.11 & believe me to be a.s ever.

Yours 



··\From :
To•· :

Date :
. Source:

·1, ·;' 

Mary E. Mauzy, Harpers Ferry, Va. 
Mrs. Eugenia Burton, daughter, in England 
:February 16, 1860 
/Original letter owned by Harpers Ferry National Monument 
�' ' ' .� ' { . 

Harpers Ferry 
February 16, 1860 

My dear dear Genie 
  ! 

'. ·;. I received your kind and af.fectionate letter of the 16th Jan on the 6th of the 

, present month. I suppose it was detained in cons�quence of the heavy gales east we 

�aw noti�ed in the papers. If we go a few days past the usual time for your letters 

·•· we ��t uneasy so I hope you will continue to be as punctual as hereto.fore. If you 

cannot find time get that Box of precious Diamonds to write for you. We always en­

joy his letters so much. He promised to write me very often but I think I will 

have to jog his memory frequently or he will forget all about it. You spoke in your •• 

. . . . him (your dear husband) being sick. I sincerely hope ere this he is quite re-

covered. I know he had a g -ood nurse ar:icl tha.t is everything in sickness. I have 

never been very sick'but once since you left home and then it was one of those old 

fashioned spells of nervous headache, and no one knows how to do for one. Oh how I 

did miss you. Thanks to a kind prdvidence we are all blessed with good health. 

I have been fortunate enough to get a good c<l.pable woman this year. You remember 

Lucy Charlotte's daughter. Its·her. She is the best I ever had. She is a nice cook 

and so cleanly about everything. How do you get along with white help? Are they 

·willing to be con+rolled, or are they as high as they are here? You said in one of

your letters you expected I almost despised the sight of a Negro. No indeed. I like

them ten thousand. time� better than the nean low whites. I do not like low white

people - and since the insurrection the poor dark:i.es have been so frightened. ·None

of them believerl. that old Brown wanted to free them. They said he just wanted. to

sell them and get the money. They think if he had thought so :rrnch of them he would

not have shot Hayward. You remember Isaac, the Negro that always worked with poor

Hc1yward. Old. Bro\.rn tried to put a pike iI1 his hancls but Isaac won]/! not tqnch it.

He told. him he might kill him hut he wo ul -i not touch it.
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Stephens and Haslett are to be hung on the 16th of March. Stephens syas he does 

not want to wait thirty days he wanted to go to his friends and be at rest. I ex­

pect there is no doubt but they will all meet, he need not be in a hurry. He was a 

perfect Fiend he proposed to kill all the prisoners and fire the town. He was eager 

for �t. He it was that nearly killed �he Bellringer Jimmie Dornel - you know how 

funny old Jimmie talks. He was here_ once on s�me business and told us all abo�1t · it -

we almost went off - He "Bays by Zusks I thought the devil had me. Poor Mr. Alstarat 

(Allstadt) has suffered more than anyone. Ben, a servant man, died of fright, the 

mother of Ben died of grief and exposure, and last weeM Lutie, his daughter, fourteen 

of his family were ill. I was deeply griecl. to hear of the death of Davie Lynn. "Did 

I ever tell you that Dr. Crampton was dead? He died early in the winter, Jimmie L 

h11d 
a� better set in now for Delia he always a��ired her so much. I think they try

right hard to get him up to Dr. N -a but he will not bite somehow. I do not know why 
--- --- .. · - .. --

Aurelia does not take with the gentlemen,she is now visiting her friend Miss Davis 

Mrs. N is now in deep inourning for a deceased sister. 

Marion and Mollie are married at last. She wa13 a very sweet looking bride. 

her clothes were so neat and pretty. And Fannie Grimes to that little Lewis are 

married. She ran off the night before, they say the Old Lady gave her the whip in· 

style. I think she treated Fannie badly. They went away and I do not know where. 

And who do you -think is mar�ied. Sweet & clean Ginni Gardner to Charlie Trussell. 

I wonder if she washed her ears and her £eet to be married. Her feet looked like they 

h�q not been washed since she was an infant. Ginnie Foley spent the day with me last 

weijk. She bid me give her love and tell you ta answ�r letter soon. Mrs. Herr was 

ill for two months she is just convalescent now. The Dr. feared she would lose her 

sight, poor creature she does have such a hard time, She says she willlJJrite you just 

as soon as she dare use her eyes o Mother sencis her best love to you and husband, and 

wi�hes it was in hef power to be with you or near you. Dear Mother she is so faithful. 

I do not know how we couln do w:i.thont her. Mary D was ill for three weeks & she 
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staid with her untii this week she had to go home on accomt of Philly. He was taken sick 

at College and came home, since he has had an attack of typhoid fever. iDr. Murphy attende,d 
·,

him and he is now better. Julia sends her love she will write soon. I suppose �r. Burton

recei,ved Mr. Burkharts letter. I exp�ct it was a grand letter. He is the greatest old·

scamp. Jerome belongs to one of the Military Companys. He is a splendid-looking soldier,

so tell and steps so well. There is to be a grand ball the 22nd. The cards are beauti­

fully printed. I expect it will be a nice affair. I received an invitation but of course

will not attend. Julia says she is going, but Mother puts her veto on it. There are two

regular companys here now. The Floyd Guards and the A.rmory Musket Company and then there

is a regular company that has been here ever since the-------- . Capt. Barton is a great

favourite with the yound ladies. 
,.\ 

Poor-little Annie Miller grieves herself nearly away

about him it is said o 

in his appearanceo 

I have never met him but there is nothing particularly attractive 

Mrs. Littlejopn is very ill it is thoGght she will never recover. Julia says that 

Mary Lizzie Shannon had a letter from Mrs. Schofield;: she told Mary Lizzie that she was 

the happiest of women that she was soon to become a mother. Ain't that too good for old 

Jess he made so many objections to marrying a young woman on that account, and I think 

his cross old maid has made a pretty good beginning. I wonder if there is any prospect 

of me winning my gold peice from a certajn little lady (balance of letter - chit-chat, 

over-written and illegible.) 

Your devoted :Ma 

:Mary E. Mauzy 



. From Pifaeorg�i:11-auzy,"1:Harpers Ferry, Virginia 
•ro i ,Ct:;(i'J�H�' Bµrton (�on-in ... law) in England 
'Date ·i;::' ,,,May il6; ;186()0.i!, 
Source ·,,Original !letter owned by Harpers Ferry National Monument 
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y\,urs; of the , 26th 'u1 to. 

Rappers Ferry 
May 16, 1860 

was received on Saturday 12th and ·r much regret to say that 
  · 

t was:'\very!muchfdisappointed on learn; ng that your health was so little, if any, better: 

I hag :hppei:to learn by this time that you would be entirely yourself again. I think 
. i : ·: ·, . �- . 

your conclusions in reference to leaving that country are correct, for what is this world 

or iti' goods to us when healt:h is gone and life is at stake, but still I am or feel incapable 

of givµig advice as to what yol,l had better do, you have iseen so much more of the world than 

I ha�ei, that you will be better judge of what you c9-_n do� As regards the M.A. office here, 

Balls.till holds on, and I think his course has been a very strange one indE::ed, he went so 

far as to show an instrument r,urporting to be a commission,from Governor Letcher, as M.A. 

of t.�e Virginia Armory. He has also kept three or four men in suspence, offering them 

clerkships:several annorers were induced to sell out some of thei.r.personai effects, 

other� sold out conditionally, with a view of going to Richmond. I think you will agree 

with me that this is strange conduct. I saw a paraf;raph in the Sun a few da.ys since,. stating. 

that Governor L. and Col. Smith had gone to Sprin�field to purchase ar�s, but in another 

paragraph in the Sun of the 11th inst. I saw where Governor L. has made a contract with 

',lt,. Ames for $127 ,ooo. worth of machinery for the Richn1oncl Armory. If this letter statement 

Ls correct, this looks as, though the Armory m2.y ·go on, which many persons began to doubt. 

?.s there was nothing heard of the Richmond Ar-:n.ory for two or three months. As regards A.M. 

Jall, my impression in regard to his accepting the appointment, always Ras that it depends 

:·n the action o.f Congress in reference to the restoration of the Nili tary Superintendency 

foff TIRvis introduced a bill to that effect ir: the Senate, whi.ch passed in that house by 

29 to 16 - 11 majority, but it met with signal ciefeat ir! the lower how:;e, as thoug:C1 it was 

ingenuously gotten up, by being coupled with several other bills, one of which -a-as for 
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I have not be:1en able to learn i.f any person has 

not: neither r;io I know whether anyone has been 

appo:i.nt.ed Supt. at the Springfield arrr.ory, as you are p.ware that General Whitney received 

an appointment at the Custom House in Boston. Hr. Allen has been acting as Supt. up to a 

lat� period. Times are said to be exceedingly dull at the lforth. Several of 01.1r y01mg 

men from here went on there some 10 or 12 months since but that have all come home, they 

were all engaged at Sewing machines, They say that the market :hs entirely overstockecl with 

that article, and I think there is no doubt but that John Bro.-m's raid has something to do 

wito that, as the people of the Soughern States are determined to be more inclepennent than 

they have been, by making and wearing homemade goods, many of our leading ir:en, .such as 

Senator Mason, A.Hunter, R.H. Conraid and many others are viearing what is called "Sheep's 

Gray. 11 ·Companies have been form@'.d in Richmond, Staunton, Winchester and etc. for the 

P'Jrpose of manufacturing shoes and. boots for the Southern Harke ts. Quite a large woolen 

factory has been started at Port Republic and one j_n -Charlotteville. Watson ancl. Porter 

are also doing a heavy business in this Count�r, hence th_e reason of the strikes at Lynn 

etc. the direct trade from our Southern Ports to Liverpool and o ther points across the 

water will also have its effect upon the Northf!m fanatics, ann perhaps brin� them to 

their senses. 

We have had an unusual q11e.ntity of rain -::.o fall during the last week, and even now 

it is still raining, the strea'.Tls are very much swollen, you will (see) in the Sun of the 

12th Inst. that a great deal of damage was done by flood in Baltimore an� many other 

points. Our rivers here arf-! not quite as hir,h as they were two or three weeks since, the 

Potomac was higher than it had bien .for ten Fars at C1,un 1 e.rlancl, but it was fortunate .for 

us that the Shenandoah did not get so high. It is sa.ir that the prospect for a crop o.f 

whatis,b'etternow than. it hns been for many y,:,ars, notwithstanning the season in the 

early;pa;t \oi'Jthe spring was anything but favcrable for what or any other ilk that had· to -
i . 

• 

grow.; Our. 'gafc1�n: was very 'backward until abo·,J.t the first of thi.s month, but everything 
 

looks well now, our peas are all in bloom ancl in 10 or 12 r:lays we shall have an abun�lance. 
I·::. 1�:; · 1::,·:J·; ,( . !: i 

s 
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How does your garden look this spring? 

I should pe glad if you would keep me adviseci of your movements in reference to your 

change of situation. Colonel Ripley was here a few rlays ago, if I had krio1rm anything of 

your intentions I doh 't know but I would have said something �o him about this ma.tter, 

though I have no acquaintance with him. I know very well that the ordnance depa.rtment 

would be glad to get r i.d of A .M. Ball, if they could on fair terms. There have be,en some 

changes made here recently, B. Wentzel was remover and z. Butt reinstated as inspector of 

the Lock department, Jos. A ! Brua was made inspector, strange movement when there was 

nothing to do. He was first put on as Asst. to Butt. He told Barbour he cid not want 

an assistant. He was then sent to W.H. Martin, who did
1

not want him, he was then sent 

up to the R. Factory where he was not wanted, since .then.B. Wentzel was put with Martin. 

Thus you see how things are managed to waste the appropriations and no guns are made. 

Some inspectors have two or three assistants, when there really is not work for one. I 

am glad to learn that you are like:.J.y to get all the back numbers of the Diarys .. I am 

at a loss to know what to say about the other three volumes. I mu9t leave that to your 

judgement, if I could see it I would know at once. We are all well, and all join in 

sendir..g much love to you and. yours. Write again early and keep me posted. 

Very nervous today. 

Most Respectfµlly Yours 

George Mauzy 



From Joseph i"li=rn.�, Herpers FerrJ, Va. 
To Hrs. Eugenia Burton, sister, Enc:l?-'1rl 
Date November? 1859 
01-med :Mrs. Ra;lph Bloom, l.r.719 Harford R::::d, Bc1lti.'i10re, Hrl..
Source: Extract print.e0 in Baltimore Iiie;-,s-?ost, April 5, 1961 

I must give you my stateme:rit of the: :c:.::.'air c1lth::-: 1 1r:;h I fear :i. t ,�ay not bE, 

very interesting to you. 

I arose a.bod, 6 o'clock as near 2s = can jucJg;e, :r:8cle the fire anr1 sat do1rm 

to wait the tap c,f the first bell (the c:JO a.m. sir;,·aJ hell ;,_t, ihe 1:.s. Arsenal) 

that I :r.iight start the clock for it had ::-:oppe r1 so:netine d11rinr:; t.hE ni2:ht. 

I .-miteo ani:'l wa:i,ted buf.. the bell cii 0�---i•t rinf3. ill got up and -:;-ralkuJ ou t, to 

the gate. I then smv some oJ' the neighi:. =-��s r11nnirnr, rloHn to·,:arc1s the 2r-:1ory yard. 

I asked what the tro 11ble was anr! was tol:: tr1e aboli tionid,s hc?d come in from the 

north, taken possession of the a r'llory P.r: :' were goinc to liher.? t.e the slaves. 

There ca;ne from r1own the st.reet th:-�c:, or f'011r citizens in a pretty fast 

<'log-trot ari.cl reporter.'I that there were ;;, "'" lu:>st 500 abo�_j'Lionists rloi,rn ;-:i.t. fhe ferry. 

They h'3Cl possession or' the armory there ,,::,1 tlrnt ther·e v,,.::; ;, f'l!rt or :t.bc,•0. on thr-ii.r 

w2.y up here to take r:-ossess:ion of the r:'_:'.:'�e works. 

We looked doi:-m the road ann, sure e::::::i1-wh1, the hill b;.' thr) ,:ravey2r,; .'.'ff' .. r'l 

opposite Herr's ;,rjll anc'l doi.m the roa�J ;.;°'r� black Hith psc)ph,, 118lr.inp.: their ,w:,:

towards us as fast as they co,Jlo. Of' c�·Tse we c,t!lr1 no+, tr:ll who they were P.nc1 

took it for granter'! they we�e enemies. 

that c'!irection - c!:idn 't exactly run bu": ,-:a.11'.er1 dGht f'�tc,t .• 

Y' .- .L 
r. L 
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l 

-2

I am now a regular night watchman at t.he rifl.f-l worki:,, co�enc'ed on 

the 6th of the present r1onth with the promise of a r:etter situation soon. 

�nd of exteact. 
' 
:, 

\ 
I 

The mame of Joseph L. Mauzy appe�rs on the Armory ancl. Arsena.l payroll for October

1859 as extra guard; paid .:µ_J • .50 for that month. Also, Frank L. Hauzy was paid 

$10.50 for services as extra guard. Both men signed the roll, receipting for 

. the . money. ( Original roll owned by BFS. ) 
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FrMk L. Mo.nzy, Harpers Ferry, Va. 
Mrs. Eugenia. Bur.ton (sister) England 
December, 1859 
Mrs. Ralph Bloom, /.i.719 Harford Road, Baltimore, .Nd. 
Extract printerl in Baltj_more News-Post

., 
Apd 1 5, 1961. 

l"r.J,.J-...::,t!flr 

You will have the kindness to excuse my negligence in �-Jri tiri.g to yo11 f
°

�r really 

since Old Devil Brown's invasion of our village my mine'! h�s been so unsettlee as to 

frequently forget to go to my meals. 

And that invasion came very near being the cause of you being mj.nus a "Big Bub. 11 

It was just close enought to cast my ha.t on one • 1 
SF-e. Pap, of conrse, has already

gi vm you a detailed account of 11thar fightit and it is useless for me to say anything

further abo11t it.

Excuse me. I can't write this time. But in a few days I 1 11 write you a long 

letter. Oh, I send you a piece of ·the rope that 01,l Brown was hung with. It is 

a·ctually a piece of the rop_e because I have the oalance of it. 

P.T. Barnum offered me one h1mdrer1 dollars for them. And I wrote to him. that 

no northern men coulr! ?et them for one cent less than one thr:usa.nd dollars and 

that is what I expect to get for them. 

Your hrother 
.F'rank 

Another letter, in part. repro0ucecl in facsimile to acco•:nrany the article, rear-ls: 

11a long letter •. Oh! I sent you, that. is <Tames, a Book givinr: an account of the 

battle anrl a piece of the rope th;;,t olr'l Frm-m wcis h1mg wi.th. It i[' actually a 

piece of the rope because II have the Pal2r.ce of it anri the t.wc, t.hat the negroes 

were hm:g with. P.T. Barnum o:'ferecl me one hun,Jred clol1Ars for i.hem anrl I wrote 

rd.:>! that no northerr, 011:en co lei. get them. l'or one cent le,;s th8.r, on f, th cusarJ'l dollars 

anc! t.h2t is what I exped, to ':et for t.he,n. 

11 r'li,,.fat;1,ily i.s all 1sel 1 ar>.rl. j o:i.n me in 10,;e t.o yo1'. both. They wi 7.1 be dow!7 here

at home to::iorrow 'possibly. G:L ve :'ly kzhnclest regar'�:.:, to .J,,_.w.,, ac1 -:1.J_l the cr1ilrlren, 

e.nc" believe rie to he ever Your brother 
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Reference to ownership of the rope 11tha.t old Bro1tm w2s h1mg with 11 is confusing. 

See letter :Louisa Williamson, New York, Dec. 8, 1859, to Jc11cliah William�on. (Louise 

was wife of the undertaker's assistant in l'iew York) who says: ' 11None o.f his pictutes 
I 

that I have' seen do him justice. I never see a finer looking man of hi� age, after 

such a death too. his countenance was as serene c1.s if �sleep, just red enough to loo 

life-like. When he come he Ras black in the face for they slung him into the coffin 

all his clothes on with his head. 1mder his shodr:'ler ancl the rope he· was hi.mg with in 

the coffin, and strange to say his body wtill �-" (Original mmec'! h;v BRS) 

. See also letter of Theodore Tilton, no rlat.e or person ar:1dressed: 11The rope with 

which Capt. Brown was hung is in my possession, subject to the will and wish of Mrs. 

Brown. I do not feel at liberty to no anything ·with it until I hear from her or 

Wendall Phillips ••• I do not much believe in relics, and I have very little superstiti 

but ,the rope by which a r,hristi;m climr;s<l up into hec.1.ven is the next best thing to the 

ladder which Jacob saw. 11 (Solrl Dec. 21; 1910, by Anc'ersori Anction Co., Kew YoY.'k -

Fre0erick S. Wait'sale) 

J. I·Iille� J'k7im and Theodore T:i.lt0r: accompE:.rd ec' the bor?�,, f'rom Pc1il2delphia to

K�w York c.:inrl r:1eli erer. it to the 1inrlertekin\s nstablishmerit. It is likely that the 

rope,ofl noose, mentioned by Hrs. Wil]j.2::,son and 'J'ilton was g.ivcn into hL, care by 

the 1mclertaker. 

?rank L. Hauzy was employed as an f2Y.tra. �;narrl at thf, ;;ov:"rn;s;ent works at Harpers 

Ferry aftEr the r;:.d.0 - his r:c::ne cippearc on �-,he p.,yroll for Clctob(-!r' 111S9 :ln th�,t, 

capacity. 



,.From: . George Nau�, Harpers Ferry, (W.) Va. 
·To:.• ,,Mrs:� ;Eugenia Burton (daughter) Englann.
Date: ..... l}OctobElr 18, 1859 

: ,Owned:ci;;}Mrs·. JR81ph Bloom, 4719 Harford Roarl, P.altimore, r,rct. 
'·Source/,,Extrict printed in Balti,.;ore t•:ews-Post, Apri 1 15, 1961 

< '·ft I ' 

:.;�;,;�J
;\.�en one of fue �d"est days that Harper's l•'erry ever exper-

, .;· .ienced.:',",This· morning, when the armorers went to the shops to ,;e to work, 

:!!i'. :11;1f f ii!!t!:£::t :::�::::: b::: :::�: �
:

s

:;::: : f by a 
set of aboli Monists

•'I 
1 •This letter was written to a(compa17 the letter of i'-frs. i"lary E. Hauzy,

1

·· beguri on :Nonday afternoon, 4:00 p.m. (Oct. 17) while firing was continued

on_ the: streets. Complete letter in BBS file (Photostat ar1rl typerl copy.)



From .. :: 
To 

Date : 
Source: 

George Mauzy, Harpers Ferry, _Va. 
J .H. Burton (son-in-law) in England 
April 19,\1861 
Original letter, 'owned by Harpers Ferry Natiqnal Monument 

: 

Harpers Ferry 
··, 2 o'clock a .m. April 19, 1861

/ ! 

My dear Mr.· Burton 

. We have truly fallen upon evil times: You are aware that a company of regular troops 

have been here for several months, commander by Maj. ffunt, who was suddenly ordered off 

at the time that southern expedition was sent to Sumter: The command than devolved upon 

Lt. Jones. On yesterday morn:ing a Cap:t. Kingsbury made his appearance here who took 

charge after Mr. Barbour's resignation. Considerable excitement prevailed here during 

the day. Several companys were approaching, that got as far as Halltown, where they 

halt1;1d :for want of proper authority to take charge of the public property, and also owing 

to the resiE!tance offered by our Volunteer Cos., who yqu know are mostly made up of armorers, 
' 

who were afraid the armory would stop. Well sir, what should Mr. Supt. and Lt. Jones do 

but get a large quantity of powder :from the magazine during the day, and after night had 

it distributed through the shops and the two Arsenals, and at about-10 o'clock a� night 

they set !ire to the Carpent�r shop and grinding mill
,, 

stocking shop and the two aresenals, 

which were both burned down together with some 15,000 guns of uarious kinds. The first 

two-:p.amed shops are also a p�r_!ect heap of ruins, fortuaately the stock shop was saved 

with but little d811lar,e. Well after these build�ngs were set on fire Lt. Jones and his 

men W,ll.lked across the bridge and it is said went up the Canal, in the direction of Hagers­

town. It is presemed they are making their was across to Pennsylvania. Mr. Supt. is said 

to be still here, and it is rurnoried is under guard but of this I am not positive. Now 

don't this show most clearly what the South riay expect from this .Abolition Administration, 

and yet men are crying Union, Union, but where is the Union? Strange infatuation, - if the 
lt nn-i� J,:\ �J, ( 

peopl� of the Souther State� had taken a firm stand in the outset, I mean inirniate-ly\ after 

the election, or even before
,, 

they could have in my h illlble opinion, gotten their rights, 

and perhaps saved the lfnj_on: but the stangest infatuation of all, in my opinion, ;i.s that 

the South is blamed for all these troubles, and the Brown raid and all the Northern 



Geor�e
i 

.Mauzy · April 19, 1861 -2

aggressions are enti1tl.y forgotten. Well sir the HF armory is now in the possession of' 

our Virginia troops. Capt •. Ashby with his black horse company. Capt. 1L. Botts and Capt .. >. 

RoWl::ID from CharlestoWl'.1 and I learn that in the morning a number of other·companys will be 

here. from Winchester and other places.-- it was also rumored all day yesterday that a large 

force was coming here from Richmond, this latter report came from Mr. Barbour. 

These are truly the most remarkable times I think I ever saw, we have had three of 

the greatest freshets in succession that we have had since 1 52 - these freshets in many 

respects done more dS![llage, although not quite as high as the one in 152 - my garden is 

torn all to pieces. I had planted by early potatoes and many other things, they are all 

gone. 

Write soon and let me know haw things are at your pla�e. We cannot learn if Virginia 

has secesed or not. If she has not I thihk this ought to hasten that matter. Some men 

hoisted the Virginia flag during the night. 

Much love to all, and in the meantime I remain as ever 

George Mauzy 

4 o'clock. Two long trains of soldiers just reached here fro:n Winchester. Too dark, I 

can't see who they are. 



From � Mauzy
., 

Harpers F:erry, Va. 
Hr. & Mrs. J�mes H. Burton, England TO 

Date. : December 3, ),859 
Source: Original letter ov-m f!n by I-Inrpe.:-s Ferry National Honurnent. 

Harpers I<'erry 
ne'e-. 3rd 1859 

:Jy dear Chil0ren: 
 

Your letter of the 4th ulto. was received a few fays si.n ce, and we were all glad 

to hear that were er.jot\ing the same blessinp: of contim1er goon he8lth. I saw Hrs. 

Burkhart yester0a.y anrl she tolrl us th;d, she had r<-ic0. a letter from 011r rear Eur,enia 

:t.n which she st.at.es that all 1rrere well 8, he..ppy. I all", harpy to say thd we :�re all 

enjo?ing excellent hea.lth.

Well the great Rgony is over. 110lf Osawetomie/ Brown" was ex�:mtecl ye�:;terr!ay at 

noon - his wife carr.e here the· rl.2.y be.for·e, & pai0 him a short visit, after which she 

retitrned here lmder an escort, where she anr her company remained unttl the boc'ly came 

dmm from CLarlestoi-m, :i.n the evenin_r'., after wh1ch ::.he t-'.1ak c:har 0 e of it and went home. 
,. 

This has been one of the most rer:arkable circ1irn�tances t.h�1t ever occu:rwl in thj_s 

country, this old fanatic marle no confession whatever, nor concession t.hnt he was: -wrong, 

., ..3 t' t h . \. t . I -- t' . - ' ..3 tl t h ..3 but_ cont:enc,e1, ne e was rig11. in 1 cvery ,,n.n;-: ne ,.,one, . rn, �' �•one freP..t service to 

Goel., would hot let a minister of any r1enomina.tir,n come nr.ar or nay anj:thine to h:im, but
\._, 

w'f:iiL-,-l::. else co1.,1lr1 be expcct.ed from him, or anyone else who e.re irnbnec'I -i,-r.lth tt'._i'reeloveisrn, 
' ' 

Socialisl'1, Spiri tm!lism,_11 arrl a 11 the other � that. were ever (1evisec3 by r!aD or clevj l 

�foich makes the�·: the vilest in fife�s fo -1-:,e worlr1
, ln1t ar,ain whn.t 1:; lt-;P: co,1lr1 be expi:-ictr:d 

from any corv'lnr:ity where s 1 1cl1 vile' doctdncs n[; n,H. Lcccher, 'f'hco P;.1:t•lccr, T·,r. r;heever; 

rind a host of lesser li.cht.t Dre c.:intinuall5t preaoh.i.rr1:: r,::iy:in '. 11otld.n,--; or U-1� Lectures 

delivered by Wen,1el Pb:i11ir,s t· hosts of' others uron the c-; 11]·1j, ct or the "irrepr•e0s:Lble 

, f, . + II • " i J. h .• F & h . t .., t h . t L l l 1-C :JI, �-ic· ,,, wn;y ,, il.s .,,an .,ro,m : 1!s por :,' uo no , es1 · .. '\te ,_.o t.e . t11e most. ir..famo1_is 
l : t 

lies ., 
by sa�-inc; the�r cc1me'. not. here to jnjurt� an�one c: yet their actions prove the

contrary, both here & in Kansas. 
. IHe 1-1as hea:-d to say jn K th,?t he wo 11l,:1 ag soon k:i_ll a 
  

free state, RS ci pro-1:1lavery r�,m 
Y
' he refuser1 tn join h:i3 r,arty, f: hf!re poor Ha;vw::i.rd 

forfeited his life for refusing tq join his vJle set or robbers & mur0e:rers, but 
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buried wj th the ,-ihononr.s of' ·,·Tar at 1/inchoster, wher22s h(i Brown died t 

of blacks. 

perhaps Hazlett tno • 

of in�•�ntL:1:r? fires :12\'e t2ken p1nc(>. ir, i .. '..s -.·:idn�.ty 8: Co11rl!.::, s1wL �,, ·_,r:.d.n stc,r:-lcs, 

Supt. 

f""• !:I. F;.111 i:3 c:.c+ . .J.n�� Gs 1-1. /irT_1r.n_"1_-"lr .::3 :-'E'l, <'· ri.c1 :? pro�,n�·:ly ,:�·t t.'r-1:� .�_:·.,:,�c>irit��nt 



Dec 3, 1859 

aware that there is no 1:mn,imi.t.y here, r,ut. still that hcis not,bin,,_to do· wtth Prawn's 

rle·scent upon the pla�e. � -�the great oversi.r:ht wit.h Hll the Snpt. h:ex.,�toforc-'!, was the··· 
'\,, 

nef_rlect or fear to pnt arms irito the hanr1s of E';Wm t.he Armorer, lrJuch l,ess\into those

of the Citizens. Cook harl been .here J.on_r: e.non[;h t.o fim) 011t t-lrnt P..ot a rr,::m out o.f ever 
I 

100 was armed with anything more 'than an olrl shotgun, the ver;r th-ln:��s thcit A. Kelly �'

Thos. Boerley were arined with when the? mane the first c=,ttack at 'J'aylor 's comer upon 

the guard at the .i-,,,_rsenal ga+.e, & from whence the latter men a clean shot b;/ a neJ!rO wit

a Sharps rifle: Ha0. the m�norers &: ctti7.ens been arrnecl ns thr-!�.r W),r nre, this forc1v 
w, 

would not have occured. 

I wish you coulr see r.1y ar�,ory. I have 3 rifles 8, 3 ristois all reAcly loadec�,. for 

action at a moments wnrnin�. I have my oln ciist, steel Rifle, one o.f Hall's breech 

·J.03.rle;.s given me by Govt. __ also one Sharp's prcscmtea by 1_,'r;➔rik: 011e of Colt's !�avey 
.::= . · .. . - -�� 

revolvers, the one w)1ich beJ.onr,er1 to A, 'l. Stepheps, one o r· t.he Ar�s Co. presented

by A.M. Barbour, anrl one olrl-fabhinried rlouhle-barrel pistol: these are all kept :in 

perfect· sh:)otinJ orr'ler: There was so�e Li or 5000 of Ha 71 s :n_rLs on hanr:" j 11 the arsr>nD. 

which have nearly all been given o•..1t to the citizens in tlds elace & in th:_�; and the 

adjolni.Pc; collnties: it, wonlr. not be arlvisHble J'or any fesperado to �ake P nescent 

upon this place now unless t.he·,, were mur::h stronger them f:irm,m 's party: 

Wr1ites 1. ,John Brown, o,f Essex Co., N.Y. 
' 

wounr�e<� & prisoner (ExAcut2rl) 
2. , Ottawa Brown II II killer:1. 
J. 'datson Brown II II do 
1.i. Owen Brown II II nt larr:.c 
5. ·A?. rori n. Stephe�s of Conn. wounr'lec'I Fi: pr.isoner 
6, Edwin Copp±c I owe� rlo 
7. itlbert, lbziet.t of Pa. prisoner 
8. Wm. l--! Leh:ncin of Maine ki.llecl ... 

9. Stewart Taylor of Car:ada do 

10. Che.rlos P. Tidd of tfaine at le.rge 
11. Win. Tl1o'ilpson hew York ldllerl 
12. Dolph Thompson 11 do 
13. ,Tohn H. KAr,i of Ohio do 
14. John }� � Cook. Conn. prisoner 
15. Barcla�r Coppic J.01ve. n-f:. l�r·ge 

16. f!'. J. !·:eram N v. - . do 
J.7. ,Jerry fmrle rsori InriPna kilh�d 



ueorge 1•1auzy 

N�groes 1. 

Dec J, 1859

Dainger.fieln Newby of Ohio 

2. o. P, Anderson

3. Lewis Leary

4. Shields Green alias
Emperor 

5e - - - Copeland 

Pa. 

Ohio 

Pa. 

Ohio 

killed 

do 

do 

prisoner 

do 

Two men made their escape., but it is not known if they were white (or) black, 

they were seen mder the Cars back of the Arsenal, ano afterwards left their three 

rifles & riggings in George Decker's cellar and must have made their escape Westward. 

A colored man Jim, belonging to Dr. Fuller of': Winchester., & hired to L.W. Wash"­

inton, was with the party at the Rifle Factory, (and;:probably the only vohmteer 

from this county) in attempting to cross the river, was downed in A.H. Herr's millpond 

one of J.H. Alstadts men was with this same party, & when they all started to run, 

he ran too, and hid--himself in some bushes, and weeds, but was taken prisoner, and in

· such a frightened <;:,ondition that he was taken sick and in a very few days after,

died in jail.

After I commenced writing, yours of the 17th Ultoo was react, for which we have 

been looking for some clays, as there were sever�lforeign arrivals. I {am) truly 

glad to find Charley's letter inclosed. I had been looking for it for a lonr, time. 
· 

Tell George & JiLmmie I am anxiously looking for one from each of them. I have been 

sending you papers about every nay ever since the Foray, · do you p,et them all, or- do 

.they get lost on their way out? I am apr,rehensive you don't r,et half of them. My 

object was to keep you fully posted up in the Brown case; we have not heard anything 
• / 1 

from Uncle Joseph Mauz,y for some time, the J.nst time we rlic'! hear fro:n hi:n he was 

little or no better;_ we have not heard from Aunt, Sally fo�near a mont.h. The men _have 

pretty ge_r1erally gone to work again, except Jos. t�: Fr<1nk. Jos ha�, been on an extra

watch i'or abo•.t a month. Write again as so-�,n as you can. Mary says she will rep}.y 
I 

soon to dearEugeni'a's letter at an early rlay. Our lovo to a.11. 

GEO!lGE rm UZY 

�on{e 700 'or Boo tµli tary left Charlestm-m last evening, nnrl about the same number
. this mp�iJ\g . .fozj; their several · · · 
. ::t,he 16thri:Inst�:;<ri:. :



-:E;;;.�LLOv.'JtJC, EXCERPTS ARE FROM LElft:.t-<::, IHAI Ar>f-'t:.AR:::D IN THE BALll!-Uf-<i:: NE\',.S-1-'UST APRIL 5, /961

l'-""'REFERENCE TO LETTERS WR ITT EN BY GEORGE, JOSEPH AND FRAt.JK MAUZY COf.JCERt../ 1 NG THE RA JD BY

.<JrlN BROWN. ,AT HARPERS FERRY IN ]859 1./t=D-.J�l 

VIVID LETTERS TO BALTIMORE FAMILY DEPICT JOHN BORWN'S FAMED RAID 

LETTERS WRITTEN FROM HARPERS FERRY TO BALTIMJRE OVER 100 YEARS AGO PAINT A VIVID PICTURE 
= THE JOHN BROWN_ RAID, A BITTER PRELUDE TO THE CIVIL WAR CCNFLICT WHICH AMERICANS WILL 
JM.t-./!Et-'O�ATE THIS YEAR. 

OVER 100 OF THESE LETTERS, WRITTEN ON STURDY RAG PAPER AND STILL READABLE, ARE OWNED BY A 
,LT I MORE F AMIL y, MR. AND MRS. RALPH BLOOM OF 4 71 9 HARFORD ROAD. 

Tr£ FOREBEARS OF MRS• BLOOM'S FIRST HUSBAND, JOSEPH TEARNEY, AWOKE ON OCTOBER 17, 1859, 
J FIND HARPERS FERRY LNDER SIEGE. FOR MJNTHS AFTERWARDS, THE ROUTINE OF TI-;EIR LIVES WAS 
,RRED BY THE IMPACT LEFT BY. THE BAND OF ABOLITlONISTS WHO MADE THEIR HOPELESS STAND IN TI-lE 
ST VIRGINIA ARf'.ORY. 

GEORG� MAUZY SAT ·oowN THAT VERY DAY AND WROTE TO HIS DAUGHTER AND SON-IN-LAW, MR. AND 
S. JAMES H. BLRTCN, OF BALTIMORE, AS FOLLOWS:
nTHIS HAS BEEN ONEOF THE SADDEST DAYS TI-lAT HARPERS FERRY EVER EXPERIENCED. THIS MOKNING
EN T� ARMORERS WENT TO THE SHOPS TO GO TO WORK, LO AND BEHOLD, THE SHOPS HAD BEEN TAKEN
SSESSJON OF BY A SET OF ABOLITIONISTS AND THE DOORS WERE GUARDED BY NEGROES ARMED WITH
FLES."

JOSEPH MAUZY,: MRS. BURTON'S 13ROTHER, BEGAN HIS ACCOLNT WI TH A BIT OF UN INTENTIONAL IRONY: 
t,ROSE ABOUT 5 O'CLOCK AS NEAR AS I CAN JUDGE, MADE THE FIRE AND SAT DOWN TO AWAIT THE TAP 

THE FJRST BELL (THE 6:30 A.M. SIGNAL BELL AT lHE U.S. ARSENAL} TI-iAT I MIGHT START THE CLOCK 
� IT HAD STOPPED SOMETIME OORING THE NIGHT.''
1 

I WAITED AND WAITED BUT THE BELL DIDN'T RING. I GOT lP AND WALKED OUT TO TI-iE CATE. I

:':N SAW SOME OF THE NEIGHBORS RLNNING DOWN TOWARDS THE ARMORY YARD. I ASKED WHAT THE TROLBLE W/. 
) WAS TOLD T HE ABOLITIONISTS HAD COME IN FROM THE N'.}RTH, TAKEN POSSESSION OF THE ARf'.ORY 

. 

-

) WER� GOING TO LIBERATE THE SLAVES. 
THERE CAME FROM DO\vN THE -sTREET THREE OR FOUR CITIZENS IN A PRETTY FAST DOG-TROT AND 

:>ORTEO THAT THERE WERE AT LEAST 500 ABOLITIONISTS DOWN AT THE FERRY. THEY HAD POSSESSION 
THE ARfVORY THERE AND THAT THERE \vAS A PART OF THEM ON THEIR WAY lP HERE TO TAKE POSSESSION 
THE RlFLE WORKS." 
i'/E LOOKED DOWN THE .ROAD AND, SURE ENOUGH, THE HILL BY THE <RAVEYARD AND OPPOSITE; GARR'S 

-L AND DOWN THE ROAD WERE BLACK WITH PEOPLE, MAKING THEIR WAY TOWARDS tJS A S  FAST AS THEY COL.LO.
COURSE, WE COLLD NOT TELL WHO THEY WERE AND TOOK IT FOR GRANTED THEY WERE ENEMIES • .,
THERE;: WAS THEN A f'.OVEMENT IN OUR LITTLE CROWD AND ALL APPEARED TO HAVE PARTICULARLY

":JRTANT BUSINESS lP THE ROAD AND Win-; ONE CONSENT WE 1-0\(ED IN 1HAT DIRECTION--DIDN'T
,CTLY RLN, BUT WALKED, RIG.I-ff f=AST. 1'

THE LETTERS RE COL.NT THAT TERROR THAT STRUCK THE TOWN A$ TI-lE CI TI ZENS TOOK LP ARMS AND
lED MILITARY lNITS FROM BALTIMORE, 'WASHINGTON AND VIRGINIA TO BATTER DOWN TI-;£ DOORS OF

ARJIIORY AND FREE Tf-:lE.HDSTAGES TAKEN BY THE REVOLUTJONARJES.
/J, MOURi'-;FLL ROSTER IS Gr v'EN OF I NT I MA TE FR I ENDS AND RELATIVES Wl-0 FELL IN THE CROSSFIRE.

S:JON DUR TOWN WAS ALIVE WITH SOLDIERS," JOSEPH MAUZY CONTINUES. n AND SUCH FIRING l NEVER
RD BEf ORE."
I WAS ON MY FEET FROM MONDAY MJRNING l.NTIL TUESDAY NIGHT. cmPLETELY DRENCHED WITH RAIN

WITH 01\l....Y THE FEW J\IOUTHFQS OF BREAKFAST I HAD EATEN ON MONDAY 
0

M:JRNING BEFORE I LEFT HOl\'E.
1 WAS ONE OF 24 WHO STOOD GUARD FOR 23 NIGHTS Et.PLOYED BY MR. 8ARBOLR AT Sl A NIGHT. I

i'-DW A REGLLAR NIGHT WATCHMAN ,l;T THE RIFLE WORKS, COMl\l'ENCED ON THE 6TH OF THE PRESE�NT
TH WI Trf THE PROMISE OF A BETTER SIT!JATION SOON. 11 



��OTH�R MAUZY, FRANK, WROlE SEVERAL MJNTHS AFTER 1HE RAID. 
You WILL HAVE THE KINDNESS TO EXCUSE MY NEGLIGENCE IN WRITING TO YOU, FOR REALLY SINCE 

DEVIL BROWN'S INVASION OF DLR VILLAGE, MY MIND HAS BEEN SO LNSETTLED AS TO FREQUENTLY 
GET TO GO TO MY MEALS • 11 

/!ND THAT INVASION CAME VERY NEAR BEING THE CAUSE OF YOU BEING MINUS A'BIG BU3: IT WAS 
T CLOSE ENOUGH TO CAST MY HAT ON ONE SIDE. PAP, OF COLRSE, HAS ALREADY GIVEN YOU A 
AILED ACCOLNT OF THAT THAR FIGHT. AND IT IS USELESS FOR ME TO SAY ANYTHING FLRTHER 
UT IT.

11 

Excus� ME, I CAN'T WRITE -:THIS TIME, BUT IN A FEW DAYS I'LL WRITE YOU A LONG LETTER. 
I'LL SEND YOU A PIECE OF THE rR □PE THAT OLD BROWN WAS HLNG WITH. IT IS ACTUALLY A 

CE OF THE ROPE BECAUSE I HA VE THE BALANCE OF IT. 
P.T. BARNUM OFFERED ME ONE Hl)NDRED DOLLARS FOR THEM, AND J WROTE TO HIM THAT NO 
THERN MAN COULD GET THEM.FOR Q\JE CENT LESS THAT ONE THOUSAND AND THAT IS WHAT J 
ECT TQ GET FOR THEM.'' 

.. Yo LR BROTHER, 
FRANK."' 



Coates



,COATES GENEALOGY\ 

James Coates M. Elizabeth Clawson
B. 10 Aug 17·=39=----5......,J=--une-,...,18""'1..,.,.2--,_...,B. 02 Aug 1794 

Pa. D. 03 Mar 1865 (18
.
63 in Harper

.
's. Ceme. 

tery lhtin9l
D. 187? Burial; Harper Cemetery, Harpers Perry, Va. tWV} · 

Harpers Ferry, Va. (WV Places of Residences: Pa. and Harpers Ferry, Va. 
Places of Residences: 
Pa. and HarpersFerry, Va. 

Occupation: Armorer per 1820-1860 Census 
* Armorer 1823 per Snell's Listing
* Paid Gov't. Rent 1823-1828
* Owned lot in olivar 1833

-----Mary Jane-:::-:::,..,...,,.._M. John Griffiths 
B. 24 Mar 1813 -----___,B 04 Dec 1803 

Harpers Ferry, Va. Wednesburg, England 
Moved to Cincinnati, Ohio

D. =-09,,......,..,M,_ar 1881 
Cincinnati, Hamilton Co., Oh 

Burial: Spring Grove Cemetery 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

_. ____ Wllliam __ -=-=�-M. _______ ? 
B. 12 Mar 1815 · 
D. ? 
Burial: ? 

Residences: Harpers Ferry, Va (WV) and St. Louis, Missouri, Denver, Colorado
*A William Coates listed as Grocery Merchant .in Harpers Ferry 1839-1840. 

. . ' ----Emma Doran 

-----James 
B. 13 Jan 1818 ·
D. 23 Dec 1838 

*Burial: Harper Cemetery, Harpers Ferry, Va {WV) 

----John 
B. 28 July 1820

0. 08 Mar· 1822 
*Burial: Harper Cemetery,Harpers Ferry, Va. (WV) 



,1 

CHILDREN OF James and Elizabeth Clawson COATES cont'd.· 

*---Durrett M. *Isbella A.
B. 24 S-ep--..-,18.-=2.,,,..2 - -------.8. 1822 

* D. 1867 D. 19011

Burial: Bolivar Cemetery Burial: Bolivar Cemetery
Bolivar, WV. Bolivar, WV. 

Residences: Harpers Ferry, Va. 
Springfield, Mass. 

*Paid U.S. Gov't. Rent for House No.

----Henry 
B. 03 Jan 1836
D. 04 Apr 1841
Burial: ?

----Hannah F. 
B. �l Feb 1826
D. ?
Burial: ?

----Thomas F. 
B. 18 Jan 1829
D. ?
Burial: ?

25, Block F, Lot No. l, Shenandoah St., 1850 and 1851 

----George..,,.-----,---c----M. Elizabeth ( 11Lizzy 11 )
B. 06 Apr 1832 -------,8. ? 
D. ? D. :?
Burial: ? Burial: ?
Residences: Springfield, Mass.

Above information typed from data gathered by: 
Eleanore L. Purcell, 410 Ridgewood Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45409, 22 July 1988. 
*=data from records at Harpers Ferry NHP 





Griffiths



GRIFFITH(S) GE.NEALOGY

John Griffiths _____ M ___ Mary 

I ----John • M. 14 Nov 1798 Mary Elizabeth Russel 1
B. 1=77=6------w�e�d''esbury, England B. 1783 

England D. 7 Aug 1850 
D. 18 Sep 1820 Cincinnati, Hamilton Co., Ohio 

Harpers Ferry, Va. Buri a 1 : Spring �r.Qve Cemetery, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Burial: ? not listed 

in cemeteries listing. Places of Residences: Wednesbury, Pa., H.Ferry & o

Possibly-Harper's 
Cemetery ----Elizabeth.._ ______ M ? Jenkins 

B. l Nov 1799 
-----'---

Wednesbury, England 

Residence: H. Ferry 
D. ? 

Burial:? Not in
cemeteries list
ings. 

----daughter _M_. __ ? Kemp 

----Joseph 
B. 28 Sep 1800 

Wednesbury, England 
D. ? 
Burial: ? 
Residence: Louisville, Ky 

----John M. 
B. 4 Dec 1803 

Hednesbury, England 
Moved to Cincinnati, OH 
11935 Natirnalized c:iitizen 
D. 19 Apr 1865 
Burial: Spring Grove Cemetery 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Mary Jane Coates
B. 24 Mar 1813 

Harpers Ferry, Va. 
D. 9 Mar 1881 

Cincinnati, Hamilton C
Ohio 

Buria 1 : Spring Grove CemE 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

----Ann,_,,___--,,....,..,,....,-----M· Andrew Sniedawindt 
B. 5 June 1806 

Wednesbury, England 
D. 16 July 1849 
Burial: 25 May 1859 

Interred from Baptist Grounds-Catherine St. 
to Spring Grove Cemetery 



CONTINUATION OF John and Mary E. Russell GRIFFITHS 
CHILDREN 

Above information typed from data gathered by: 
Eleanore L. Purcell, 410 Ridgewood Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45409, 22 July 1988. 

I
, ----Samuel 

B. 23 June 1809
TWINS ��rral:'? 

----Charles 
B. 23 June 1809
n. ? 

Burial:?

----Sary M. Honorable Judge William Smith
-=---,�-:-,.-:--:------

8. 13 Oct 1812 B.? 
D. ? D. ? 

Burial:? Fort Wayne, Burial: Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Indiana 

\.�,-.. (J:harl es 
B. 6 July 1815
D. ? 
Burial:? 

---Henry,,......_---:--=-=-==------M. _____ ? 
B. 2 May 1817 I D. 13 Apr 1868 ----9 children 
Burial:? 

---Thomas 
B. 11 Mar 1820
D. ? 

Burial:? 

Per Mrs. Purcell Wednesbury is pronounced Wedgebray-now in Birmingham and· the "s" on Griffiths was dropped in later years 



Per data found in some of the Armory Records at Harpers Ferry NHP---NOT ALL records checked, the following people 
were associated with the U. S. Armory: 

John GRIFFITHS (1819-29) was an Armorer 

Joseph GRIFFITH (1829) was a Mason. Paid on June 30, 1829 $75.00 for quarrying 50 perches of stone used in a cellar 
wall of a dwelling house. 

Mary GRIFFITH paid on June 18, 1838 $71,00 on a frame house, stable, privy and fence that had been valued at $125.00. 
2nd quarters+ $360.39 

Samuel GRIFFITH - $16.00 claim unsettled as of Dec. 31, 1841. 

(the above data on Griffiths is from 11Extracts from National Arches Record Group 217, ***** Repairs and Improvments 
of Physical Plant, Vol. I - 1817 to 1829 prepared by Charles W. Snell. See pp. vii, 90, 275, and 277. )HEStaubs, HAFE 





John H. Hall



Geneologioal Notes- John H. Hall 

lf/==1<.-t:,2..1,,. ftFP -l"t..'L 

The Halls £!.�England - Reverend David Brainerd Hall ot Duanesburgh, 
N. Y.- Albany N. Y. 188,3- P. 515-521

Stephen Hall f:jJ probably came from Coventry, Warwickshire, England
., 

and was brother of John Hall of Medford Mass and a nephew of John Hall 

ot Yarmouth Mass. The names of Stephen Hall and William Hall are found 

on a petition in 1653, asking the court' to set off a portion of Concord 

to be incorporated as the town of Chelmsford, but it was known that they 

did not belong to that pa.rt o:f the town. Stephen married Dec. 3, 166.3, 

Ruth, daughter of Capt. Dolar and Margary (Willard) Davis, of Barnstable, 

and afterwards of Concord. Margary was a sister ot the famous Major 

Simon Willard of Concord. Stephen Hall removed to Stow, Mllss., after 

1685., and was the representative of that town on the overthrow or Gov. 

Andros in 1689. Children were: (1) Samuel, (2) Stephen, (3) Mary, (4) 

Elizabeth, and probably others who died in infancy. 

Stephen !iill IJ,J born 1667, died in Charlestown /ji.assfl Nov 7, 1749

ae 82. Married (1st) Grace, daughter of Thomas and Grace Willis or Woburn 

and Medford, born in Billerica 1670 and died of smallpox in Charlestown, 

Nov. 12, 1721 ae 51. Stephen married (2) Martha Hill, married (3) Feb ,5, 

1739, Anna, widow of Joseph Newell. Stephen Hall was taxed in Medford 

in 1691, he was admitted to the church of Cambridge in 17E>5, and was one 

of the founders of the church in Medford in 1713. Children were: (1) 

Stephen, (2) Grace, (3) Esther, (4) Willard, (5) Josiah, (6) Ruth 
---

Willard !.!!11, Born March 11, 1703, dieq March 14, 1779, a.e V,�. Married 

Sept 1729., Abigail Cotton, of Portsmouth, N. H. [d.ied Oct 20., 
1789) 

a descendant or Rev. Mr. Cotton, 



graduated at Harvard College in 1722 and was ordained pastor of the 

church at Westford Nov. 15, 1727- The church was organized a little before 

on the same day, and the town was incorporated Sept 1729. Mr. Hall has 

been represented as a pious and useful minister. Dr. Payson, the pastor 

of Chelsea, spoke in strong terms of gratification of having been 
•.: 

acquainted with him, and mentioned the clearness and strength of his 

mind as remarkable; he not only acted as a minister, but as a physician, 

the necessity of the times requiring it, this greatly extended his use­

fulness as well as his labors; he looked well to the geru,ral welfare or 

the people of the town and consequently was a strenuous advocate for 

common schools and general education; when the town on one occasion 

considered it expedient on a special emergency not to lay the required 

school tax, he complained to the general court of the neglect, and arraigned 

the people of his charge (the town) for their delinquency; his action in 

the matter offended many, as he knew it would, but he would not allow 

the law in favor of supporting schools to be set aside in any emergendy, 

and would make no compromise with delinquency in this matter. Mr. Hall, 

like {"otherJ ministers in his day owned a good farm; he had a fine taste 

in agriculture, and cultivated fruit trees, plums, apricots, peaches, 

pears, apples, currants; his garden, his orchard and his fields bore 

witness to his skill and industry years after his death. His pastorate 

was a long one, ending only with his death, including a period of titty-

one years. Children were: (1) Willard (2) Elizabeth (3) Abigail (4)Ann 

(5) �1ary (6) Martha (7) Stephen (8) Wiailis (9) Josiah or Isalla (10)

Martha (11) Grace 



Stephen Hall [jJ born May 28., 1743, died 1795, ae 51, married 1777 or 

1778 Mary, daughter of Deacon William Cotton alld widow of Moses Holt, 

who was a graduate of Harvard College in 1767 and was master of a 

grammar school in Portland Maine. l'ir. Holt married Mary Cotton 1771. 

Deacon Cotton went from Portsmouth N. ,H. to Portland Me about 1733, when 

he was 30 years old, and became a wealthy tanner;· his tanyard wae on 

ground now co•ered with builq.ings within the city; he served as a deacon 

from 1768 until his death. S�ephen Hall graduated from Harvard College 

1765, and was tutor from 1771 to 1778- he then removed to Portland; he 

studied theology but was never settled as a pastor; he was ardent and 

zealous in his temperment., and was a warm politician; he was a strenuous 

advocate for the separation of Maine from Massachusetts
., 

and was one ot 

the delegates to a convention called for that purpose in 1785; ,and to 

obviate the objection of expense in maintaining a separate government, 

he offered to serve in any suitable capacity without compensation, !or 

he was very wealthy; he served once as a selectman, and was a represent­

ative to general court in 1780 and 1781; his wife died lin July 27, 1800. 
I' 

Children were: (1) � (2) Martha (3) Mary (4) William A. (5) Willard 

(6) Martha Cotton. The family were all gone in 1848 •••• JdaJ,��-bequeathed

all her property $5500 to the First Parish Church in Portland, the income 

of which was to'· be devoted to promote the caude of religion., charity and 

good morals; a short time before her death she presented t110 silver 

communion goblets, one in her own name and the other in the name of her 

sister Mary., deceased. [:The first child Martha died in infancy, Martha 

Cotton made the above bequesy 



�.!:!!11- born Jan 21, 1778- Feb 261 1841- he was the inventor of 

the valuable improvement of the rifle, known as "Hall's carbine" and

was employed by the government many years at Harpers Ferry, Va; one 

of his children was the Hon. Willard P. Hall, member of Uongress and 

governor of Missouri; another was William Ao Hall, a judge of the same 

state, both eminent lawyers. 

Typescript from volume 
in Library of Congress­
Copied and transcribed. by
Charlotte J. Fairbairn 
Historian 



Dictionary of American Biography- Vol VIII, p.146 
Dumas Malone, Editor, N. Y. 1932 

Hall, :Willard Preble (May 9, 1820-Nov. 3, 1882) - Lawyer, soldier, 

lieutenant,,governor and governor or Missouri;- was born at Harpers Ferry, 

Va. of New England ancestry. He was the son of John and Statira (Preble)

Hall. His father, for many years superintendent or the government armory 

at Harpers Ferry, and inventor of a breechloading·gun called "Hall's

carbine" was descended from Stephen Hall who was in Concord Maas., as

early as 1653 and settled at St,owe, Mass., about 1685. His mother, a 

native of Maine, siate:r or William Pitt Preble, traced her ancesbry to 

Abraham Preble who settled at Scituate, Mass. in 1636. Amc;>ng his progen­

itors were men of distinction in the law and ministry. Willard Hall was 

prepared for college in the schools of his native town and in Baltimore 

and was graduated from Yale College in 1839 at the age of 19. In 1840 

he removed to Huntsville, Mo., where he studied law under his brother 

and began the practice of his profession. The following year he settled 

at Sparta, Mo., and in 1843 made his permanent home in St. Joseph, Moo 

In that year he was appointed circuit attorney by Governor Reynolds. 

His cordial manner won him a large measure of popularity, and in 1844 

he was presidential elector on the Democratic ticket, and helped to carry 

Missouri for James Ko Polk. Hall was chosen to take the certificate to 

Washington. When the Mexican War began he was a candidate for Congress, 

but notwithstanding he entered as a pz:ivate in the regiment commanded by 

Col. A. W. Doniphano When the army took possession of Santa Fe, Gen.

Stepheri Wo Kearny ordered Hall to collaborate with Colo Doniphan in 

preparing a code of laws for governing New Mexicoo Thu code survived, 



in its main r eatures, for more than a generation. While at Santa Fe, 

Hall was notified of his release from military service on account of 

his election to Congress. Pending the beginning of the session, he 

volunteered for the expedition which took posession of California. He 

served three terms in Congress, where .he secured a grant of 600,000 

acres of land for the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad. He also aided 

in the passage of acts givin& to the State of Missouri swamp and waste lands 

which helped to endow its publ:ic school system. At the expiration of 

his congressional career he returned to the practice of law, and was 

soon recognized as one of the best law,rers in a circuit �onspicuous for 

able men. He opposed the secession of Missouri from the Union, and was 

elected a delegate to the state convention of 1861. At the first session

he became one of the recognized leaders. When Hamilton. R. Gamble was 

made provisional governor in July 1861, after Governor Jackson had been 

driven from the state by Federal forces, Hall was chosen Lieutenant­

Governor, and after Gamble's death in 1864, succeeded him as provisional 

governor.. When his term expired the following yea;; he returned to 

St. Joseph, Mo. There he owned a fa.nn and took great interest in 

agricultural experiments. On Oct 28, 1847, at St. Joseph, Hall was 

married to Ann Elizabeth Richardson, daughter of Major Wm. P. Richardson.,

by whom he had four children. After her death he was married a second 

time, on June 22., 
1864, to Ollie L. Qliver., by whom he had two sons 

and a daughter. 

Typescript copy from 
volume in Library of Congress 
transcribed by Charlotte 
Judd Fairbairn, Historian 



Portland in the Past- William Goould, Portland, Maine, 1886, P• 294 

In about 1812, John H. Hall of the town, a boat-build■r, completed a 

breechloading rifle, the first ever known her·e. To show his success 

and skill, he stood at the foot of Temple Street and put a ball through 

the vane /§_r the First Parish Church7 -�.as he claimed, but many- doubted. 

On examination it was found to be true, and now with a glass the patch 

mq be seen that covers it. In the War of 1812., the United States 
. 

Government purchased Hall's pa�ent., and employed him to superintend the 

manufacture of' his arm at Harpers Ferry. 

Ibid, pps. 448-449 - Another of the early and hastily built privateers 

of the war was the sloop "Yankee". She was built by a boatbuilder by 

the name of' John H. Hall, who had a shop near Richardson's Whart and 

lived at the corner of Fore and Cotton Streets. He was best known as 

the inventor of Hall's breechloading rifle, the first, I think, of' the 

breechloaders. He sold his patent to the United States government and 

went to Harpers Ferry to superintend its manufacture. 

The model of the Yankee was as long a step from the beaten track as was 

the cutting off of the rifle barrel and making it spring up to be loaded. 

The sloop was about one hundred tons., flat bottomed and having a keee 

nearly six feet deep., bolted through and through to the keelson, intended 

to have the same effect in sailing as ,�the modern center-board, and might 
. ' 

have been the first suggestion of it., but unfortunately could not., like 

the center-board, be drawn up in a heavy sea. The Yankee was owned in 

shares by a company as were most of the privateers. She sailed in 

conunand of Captain James Brooks, an Englishman by birth, who had sailed 



f'rom Portland several years in the merchant service. He was the f'ather 

of' James Brooks, who was once the editor of the Portland Advertiser and 

afterward established the New York Express. - _He was subsequently a 

representative to Congress. His brother, Erastus, was associated. with 

him in the management of the Express. 

Typescript copy from 
volume in Lib1,"a.ry otcongress 
Copied and transcribed by' 
Charlotte Judd Fairbairn 
Historian 



Joumals of the Rev. Thomas Smith !!E, .!:.h! .R!!• Samuel Deane, Pastore !!I.
!h! First Parish Church ,!a Portland- Edited by William Willis, Portland, 
1849- pps 92-94 

{"cut of "First Parish Meeti� House", 1740-1825- same as in William 
Goold' s Pottland ,!!l .!J:!! � / 

The settlement on the Neck was principally below the old Meeting House­

there were not more than seven or eight, houses above it at the time. The 

house which the Parish voted to accept was quite small, and without steeple 

or porches, but still an improvement on the old one which stood on the 
i 

corner of Middle and King Street,s- L first meeti� in "new II church July 

20, 1740J It remained unfinished for many years- The view we exhibit of 

itrepresents it as it appeared after the various improvements it received. 

in a succession of years up to its final removal in 1825, to give place 

to the stone house which now occupies the same spot ••••••• In 1760 the 

tower was built which next year was crowned by a tall spire which tor

64 years survived the storm of war and elements and finally after the 

War of the Revolution it was for the first time painted- it was taken 

down in 1825. 

Typescript from 
volume in Library of 
Congress- Copied and 
transcribed by 
Charlotte J. Fairbairn, 
Historian 



=isms� Admissions f!2.!!! �Records£! !:,h! First Church!!! Falmouth
now Portland Maine j � Appendix 2£. Historical Notes- Compiled by 

Marquis Fayette King- Published by Maine Geological Society, Portland,
Maine, 1898- Page 73 {"Baptillmal RecordsJ

Hall, of Stephen: Martha, Oct 24, 1779
John Hancock

1 
Feb 11, 1781

William Augustus, Oct 9, 1785
Willard, June 8, 1788
Martha Cotton, July 29, 1792

Typescript from Volume
in Library of Congress 
Copied and transcribed by
Charlotte Judd Fairbairn
Historian 



Ancient North Yarmouth ,!!l2. Yarmouth - William H. Rowe, page 321 

Hall was the son of Stephen and Mary Cotton H:all and came to North 

Yarmouth sometime during the first decade of the nineteenth century, 

starting a shop as a boatbuilder. In 18ll he invented and patented. 

his breechloading rifle and started a small f actoz:y in which he manu­

tactured single and double-barelled. shotguns and a few pistols in com-

pany with one Thornton. In 1812 he moved to Portland and there again 

took up the boatbuilding business, launching during the war a small 

privateer named the Yankee. He lived at the corner of Fore and Hancock 

Streets and soon took up the manufacture of his rifle at a shop on 

Richardson's Wharf'. In 1816 the United States Government decided to try 

his arm and during that year one hundred of his rifles were made and 

issued to a company of riflemen for trial. Captain Hall removed to 

Harpers Ferry to superintend their manufacture. 



SHIPBUILDING� IN CASCO 12AI::, William Hutchinson Rowe- Portland, 
Portland, Maine, 1929- Pps 29-30 

Another of the early privateers, hastily built and or short life, was 

the sloop "Yankee". Her buildir was John Harris Hall who should be 

given a prominent place among the netable men of Cumberland County (Maine) 
t, 

as the inventor of the first practical breechloadi� rifle and as one of 

the first to� employ the interchangeable system of manufacture 

which has made possible the cheap sewing machine., bicycle ·and automobile. 

He was a boatbuilder by trade and had but lately removed to Portland from North 

Yarmouth Maine where some years before he had invented his rifle which he 

had manufactured. in that to-wn on a small scale •••••••• 

Typescript from volume in 
Library of Congress 
Copied and transcribed by 
Charlotte Judd Fairbairn 
Historian 



Records £.f. � Massachusetts Militia in�}!!!:!?!, 1812-:Y,.- Brigadier­
General Gardner w. Pearson- Boston, Mass, 1913- p.243 

Capt. N. Shaw's Company, Lieut Col M. Nichols' Regiment- From Sept 7 to 

Sept. 19, and Sept 26 to Oct 3, 1814. Raised at Portland- Service at Portland-

Portland Light Infantry- Organized June 6, 1803: 

Rank and Name ffitticersJ 

Nathaniel Shaw, Captain 
John H. Hall. Lieutenant 
James Poole, Jr., Ensign 
Moses I. Plwmner, Sergeant 
Augustus Adams, Sergeant 
James Henley, Sergeant 
Stephen Noyes, Corporal 
James Tukey, Corporal 
William Shaw, Corporal 
John Foy, Musician 
Rufus Porter, Musician 

Privates 

Braqberry, Andrew 
Briggs, John 
Chadwell, John 
Chamberlin, William 
Cobb, Stephen · 
Dresser, John 
Ham, Jeremiah 
Ingram, Joseph 
Insley, Benjamin 
Lasley, Richard 
Libbp, Simon 
Lunt, · Isaac 
McLaughlin, John. 
Milikin, Phinehas 
Moyes, James 
Neale, Benjamin 
Rice, Samuel 
Roberts, Nathaniel 
Ryers, John 
Spiller, Amos 
Treats, James 
Warren, M. 
Whitmarsh, Charles 
Wiswell, Joseph 

Transcript from Original copy 
•'" in library of Congress 

Copied and transcribed by 
Charlotte Judd Fairbairn, 
Historian 



E Xc.e-� P7- 1-hu.1.- .CAm/t-y 
D�r4 

BR .EE Cl-I L01\D E RS 

John H. Hall's Invention and Development 
of a Breechloading Rifle with Precision-made 

Interchangeable Parts, and Its Introduction 
into the United States Service. 

!Jv R. T. I IUNTIN(;TON

edited by Nancy Bagby 

C E O R C E S Ji U J1 IF A Y P U B L I SHE R 

)'uric • l'en11syl:·a11ia 



APPENDIX V 

HALL FAMILY DATA 

John H. Hall's ancestry dates back to about twelve years after the Mayflower's arrival 
in the New World; the first Halls came to Massachusetts from Coventry, Warwickshire 
in England in 1634. 1 Stephen Hall, his great-great grandfather, had by 1653 settled in 
Concord, Massachusetts.' His grandson, and John H. Hall's grandfather, was the Rev­
erend Willard Hall, who was graduated from Harvard in 1722 and settled in Westford, 
Massachusetts. Here his son ·stephen was born in 1744. Stephen Hall likewise studied 
for the ministry, and was graduated from Harvard in 176,5, but never took up clerical 
duties; from lli'72 to 1778 he remained as a tutor and a fellow of Harvard College.' He 
seems though to have taken no active part in the Revolutionary War. 

·In late 1772 he visited Portland, in the District of Maine; on December 27th a clergy­
··man notes that "Mr. Hall preached all day."• And he revisited Portland in August

\ 1775.• On these visits he undoubtedly met Mary Cotton Holt, the widow of a fellow 
"ttarvard graduate_, whom he was later to marry. 

Mary Cotton was the daughter of a well-to-do tanner, Deacon William Cotton, orig­
inally from Portsmouth, Nt•w Hampshire,' as Stepht•n llall's mothl!f, Abigail Cotton 
Hall, was also from Portsmouth, Mary Cotton may have been Stephen's firs! or second 
cousin .. • In 1771 she married Moses Holt, Jr., a graduate of the Class of 1767 at Harvard, 
who was master of a grammar school in Portland.' He died in the following year, leaving 
her a widow at the age of eighteen. 

In 1778 Stephen Hall gave up his bachelor lodgings at Cambridge and moved to Port­
land, where he married Mary Cotton Holt and took over the operations of the tannery 
that she had inherited from her father.• Stephen Hall's marriage seems to have turned 
out well; with the addition of his wife's inheritance the Halls were unquestionably quite 
well off.2 Stephen is described as a man of a "sanguine and ardent temperament, (who) 
engaged earnestly in the political questions of the day, particularly those relating to a 
separation of M�ine from Massachusetts." As befitted his background, he took an active 
part in local politics; he served as a selectman of the town, and, in 1780-1781, as a rep­
resentative to the Massachusetts legislature, the General Court.• In 1785 he was a dele­
gate to a convention called to discuss the separation of Maine from Massachusetts.• 

Stephen and Mary Hall had six children:• 
Martha, born Oct. IO, 1779; probably died in early childhood. 
John Hancock Hall, born Jan. 21, 1781; died Feb. 26, 1841. 
Mary, born December 13, 1783; died in 1845. 
William Augustus, born Oct. 6, 178,5; date of death unknown. 
Willard, born June 5, 1788; living in 1817, but date of death unknown. 
Martha Cotton, born July 26, 1792; died Nov. 26, 1847, the last survivor of her gen­

eration. 
Ahhough William Willis gives other dates for the birth and death of Hall's father, and 

even for Hall's birth, in his H1sTORY OF PORTLAND FROM 1632 TO 1864, the author feels 
that the dates shown, which are taken from tbc JouRNAL OF THE REV: THOMAS SMITH 
AND THE REV. SAMUEL DEANE, PASTORS OF T�E FrnsT CHURCH IN PORTLAND, published in 
1849, by the same author, are the more reliabl.e; they are in accord with the dates of bap­
tism of the Hall children and with the marriake of their parents in 1778. The same Jour­
nal gives the date of Stephen Hall's death as September 13, 1794 and that of his wife, 
Mary Cotton Hall, as July 27, 1808, at the age of 54 years. 
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HALL GRA VEMARKERS 

FIGURE 50. 

Epitaphs of John H. and Statira P. Hall, near Huntsvifle, Mo. 

JOHN H. HALL 

Died 
Feb. 26, 1841 

A devoted husband, a tender and alfeclional(• 
father and a sincere friend to the poor, perforri1-
ing all his duties from th(' dictates of a pur<' con­
science. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall re­
ceivP mercy. 

Blessl'd are th(' pure in heart, for they shall 
sel' God. 

STATIRA P. HALL

. Died 
May 2,'3, 1834 

She was a devoted wife and mother; she had a 
strong and active mind, and was of great energy 
of character, convinced of the truth of Christian­
ity and having a correct idea of the requirements 
of the Gospd; she acted well her part while liv­
ing, and di"d honored, esteemed, and loved., 
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The Hall family occupied th,• house at Fort' and Cotton Strt'ets in Portland which 
had been left to Mary Cotton Hall by her fathn.' Upon her dt•ath she left the pn>pcrty 
jointly to her childrt'n; the estatt• was sold at public auction i11 August 1820 to pay off 
a series of mortgages whose procc•pds had been usPd by Hall to finance the development 
of his rifle.• 

In February 1813 Hall was marri,•d in York, Maim· to Statirn Preble; born on March 
28, 1788, shp was tht• thirtepnth ch.ild of Colonel Esaias (or Isaiah) Pn•ble and Lydia 
Ingraham Preble, of York, Maim·. She was a relaliv,•, possibly a niece, of Commodore 
Preble of naval fame.' 

Credit must be givPn to Mrs. Charlott1· Judd Fairbairn (now Mrs. Edward P. Crouch) 
for much of our knowledgt• of Hall's own family. From h,·r data, supplemented by in­
formation from the Missouri Historieal Soeiety, we know the following ahout the six chil­
dren of John and Statira Hall: 

John H. Hall, born on December 22, 1813 at Portland; still living in 1851 in Ran­
dolph County, Missouri; date of death unknown. 
William f\ugustus 1-!all, born on October 29, 1815, al Portland; later a judge in Mis­
souri. Died 1888. 
Lydia Ingraham Hall, born Dec. 23, 1817 at Portland; prior to 1840 married Dr. 
Nicholas Marmion at Harpers Ferry. The date of her death is unknown. 
Willard Preble Hall, born on May 9, 1820, al llarpers Ferry. Graduate of Yale in 
1839. Settled in Missouri. Went to Mexico as a volunteer in Do11iphan' s regiment 
in the War. Became a judge and lieutenant governor of Missouri. Died November 3, 
1882. 
Annie Hall, born at Harpers Ferry, date of birth unknown. Removed ·with family 
to Missouri, where she married at Mr. Terrill. Still living in 1851; date of death tlll­
known. 
Mary Cotton Hall. born at Harp..rs Fc•rry, chit,• of birth unknown. Removed with 
Family to M i�souri Still living, apparPntly a spinster, in I 85 I. Date of cl�ath un­
known.8 

The llall childrl'n Wl'rt' ,.ducat..d at Harpt'rs F<'rry, whc·r<' llall. who was kePnly in­
terested in t'ducation, had urged the f'Stablishment of :ideqtiate sl'hools. His older so11s 
assisted him al the Hill<' \Vorks; afll'r th" indd,•nt. in ll·n,· it is prob:ii>I,· that John II. 
Hall Jr. n10v<'d out lo �lissotiri. II,• niav hav<' IH•conH' a lann,•r; his mother's will rdcrs 
lo him in I 851 as living 1n1 a forty-an,• trad in ll:111dolph ( :ounly, Missvuri.' 

William:\. llall S<'rv"d as.his fatlH'rs cl,•rk at th<' lliflc· Works in 18:3lJ; when ill lH'alth 
forced his father lo ask for a leavl' of absence at the beginning of 1840, the latter rec­
ommended that his twenty-four year old son hP placed in C'harge of the Rifle Works in 
his absence. William ldt llarpers Ferry late in 18-11 to join th,• family in Missouri, where 
he had a law oilke in Fayette and for a short time editPd a newspaper. He later became a 
judge.' 

Willard Preble Hall, the youngest son and the only one to achieve national recogni­
tion, prepared for college at Baltimore and was graduated from Yale in 1839. He went to 
Huntsville, where he is said to have studied law for a time with his older brother William. 
Young Willard's life reads like an adventure story. By 1844, at the age of 24, he was prom­
inent enough in Missouri politics to be one of the presidf'ntial electors for Polk, and to 
be sclectt•d to carry the eleetoral certificate to Washington. The Mexican War broke out 
in 1846 whilt• he was a candidate for Congress; he immediately volunteered as a private 
in Capt. Moss' Company "C" of Doniphan's famous Missouri regiment. He took part 
in the regiment's march to New Mexico ahd the capture of Santa Fe, where General 
Kearny assigned him (as an experienced lawyer) to help prepare a constitution and a code 
of laws for the territory. 
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FIGUHE 51. \Villard Preble Hall, son of 
John H. Hall. 
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Elected to Congress, he was eligiblt> for discharge from militar)' service; but instead 
of returning to \Vashington lw volunteered to go to California with Colonel Philip St. 
Georg,· Cook,, and th,, Mormon Battalion. At last. in June 1847, he left California for the 
East and Congrt'ss, wher<' l"' serv<'d thr<'<' terms as a representative from Missouri and 
t,•stili,·d as a witrwss at th!' trial of C,·rit·ral John C. Fn•mont for his acts in California. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War Hall opposed Missouri's secession; he later served 
as lieutenant governor and in 1864, upon the governor's death, became provisional gover­
nor for a time. He di!'d in Missouri on November 3, 1882. 10 11 

Statiru Prehll' Hall died on Mav 2:3, 1854 and was buried beside her husband in the 
I !all family plot. 

The wills of John H. and Statira llall are given herewith. 

Wll.1.0FJOIIN 11. IL\LL 
I, John II. Hall of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County, in the State of Virginia, hereby 

will, dl'vis<', & IH'queath. all th,• Property, real & personal in possession or in action, 
which I ma\ have at the tim<' of my death, to my wifl' Statira P. Hall, to hold and possess 
ahsolu�t'h at lll'r own disposal. 

I lwrl'h1· eonstituh' mv son William Augustus Hall thl' executor of this my last will & 
testarn('11t. \\'it11t·ss my hand & sPal this 25th of Septl'mber 11'38. 

Willard!'. !fall) 
) \\'itnl'SSl'S 

Lydia L I fall l 

JOHN H. HALL(L.S.) 

WILL OF STATIRA P. HALL 
I, Stalira l'rt'blt' llall of Handolph County Missouri do hereby declare this to be my

last will & testament and do h,·rebY mak<' the following disposition of all the property 
rl'al and pl'rsonal in poss!'ssion or in action of which I shall die the owner. 

I il<'rt'hl' d!'visl' Willard I'. !!all t I"' forty a<'rl'S tract of lall(I on which my son John 
I I. I fall 11owlin·s and tl11· for11· a,-,..,, I rad known as till' lak,· ii,·ld fo,ty during the life of
Ill\" son John I I f lall and at th<' d,•ath of said John I d<'visl' said tracts of la11d to the chil­
drl'II of said Joh11 lawfully l,<'gotll'n it h,· haV!' anv and if he has none at the death of said 
John I dt'vis<' said two tracts to Gl'orge H. Hall. I devise to mv daughter Annie Terrill 
my blaek girl Jam• to be hers for life and at 'the dl'ath of said Annie to go to her children 
and if sh<' kavt' no children at hPr d!'ath to go to George II. Hall & Mary C. Hall under 
thl' ('()!iditirn, bv whi<'h tlwy hold th,, prop,•rty hereinafter wilfed to them. All the residue 
of rn, .,,tat,, I lwqn<'ath & dt'vise as follows: 0111' half of all the residue real and personal 
in poswssirn1 & in adio11 to go to Cl'org<' I l<-nry I !all absolutely. 

' 

Th,, other half to go to 1\-lary Cotton flail for her lifr and at her death to her.children 
if she have anv. If Mary marry and il'ave no children at her death then to her for her life 
and at ht'r dt'ath to C:,•orge I h•nry Hall. If she lll'V<'r marries to her for her life and to 
be dispost•d of at h{'r death as shr may hy will dirl'ct. 

l.\dia Marmion, William A. II all, John II. Ital! and Willard P. Hall to have no other 
ri�hts to 1111 prop<'rtv tlran IH'f{'ill spl'eifil'd. 

I d,·sirt· William A. Hall to al'! as thP <'X<'l'Utor of this my last will to which ! have af­
li,.,d l!lv hand this 12th Fd,ruarv eighteen hundrl'd and fifty-om'. 

\\"illialll II llall) 
)\\'jtnt'SS<'S 

I•: II Trimhl,· 
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F��, ��.Y_ R��rorluct.itm Credit .ld, .I. N.-\ 1 ION AL 1l1STonrcAL PAR"_._

John Harpe----Anr. 
b.1633 . d.1716' b? d.1723

�-�ohn Harper-1711

[

eborah Power 
. ', b.16?? d.1714 

·\

ohn Harper-1746---Margaret Richey 

. Josiah Harper-1757·
,

Lydia Swanson 
b.16?? d.1763

John Harpe

�

atherine Brown 
b.17?? d.17??

Rebecca Whitman 

---� •oseph Harper·-..---s:arah 
b.16?? d.1746

-Robert-1738--Rachel
b.1703 d.1782 d.1780

-John

-Josiah

-Joseph--1748

�
-- Elizabeth Russell

b.1702 d.1752 . b.1718 d.1805

arah--1770--John Wager,Sr. 

-Sarah Keen
b.1749 d.1786

-Ann Wells
d.1749
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-:-Ralph Harper 1738 
b� 1687 d.1761 

--Charles Harper-----
-: b.16?? d.1748 

-John 

b.17??

homas Mary 
b.1730 d.1790

-Hannah

--Sarah 

:A.nn 

ary 

Rebecca 

--Mary Harper�---? Wells 
1:.>.1681 d.1755 

--Ei'l'f!abeth Harpe..---+-- ? Griffeth 
b.1683 d.1752

d.1745 
Josep

�=

chel 

d.before 1785 

/ 

· Robert

L

Ann S.

Thomas Griffeth Robert Jr. 
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-��\'.!12-..../p Wushinc;to!l, D C., r:�1tional J.c1•cl1:ivcs, H�G. 15J,· ·office of' the Judce 
[,ch�-- ._ ·:;0 .Advocate General, I.:ilitary I�csorvation Divicion, Ro�ervutio:n File, 
�: -. wc�,t Vi:rcini.a Box !-:o. l-t-4, l J12.r·pcrs Ferry (r.1::: ), (A cop,Y or the lust 

, Gf/: 
rfll 

t� 

\� 

v,111, Robert nm�pci-. Dcrl:clcy Co'..luty, Virginia, 26 .September 1782) 

11In the Nane of God h::ie:1. I Robert, Harper of l3erkc�ley . 
County in tho Co:;c.,onJe8.l th of Virginia. being sick o.nd Y."Cnk in 
Dody b'-.lt DO;.Lt7.d L1 :.'.(:,.1rn:;y n.nc1 Ji..:.(l,'.'�c:�cnt caJ.J.:i.ti::; to rrl.ncl the 
frdlt:y fF1d vici,c,:-:ltcGcs o:t I.ii.•.:., o.nd succe0cl:i.n�� 1't0.x·zrl.ty do 
hcrcbJ i::s.J.�0 -'Conc:tH.1.rt,c, orC.cd:1 0.:.'1<:l uppoint this to be ny l[Wt 
uill c:11,J, ')\:3t::J..:.1(}:rt :r.'C\'Ol::i.11;,_�, d:i.:;2.llmtlng r..nd l'C.SCin<.U.Il[� all 
othc:c iJ.llf.i or T,.::· .. rkc::K:rrt by ne; be:cetofore r:ts.clc in r:1an.n:C?l'' and 
for::i a:.i i'9_lloy,:s Vi�,. I leave jv Dody to the 1::,..1..1.�th to be 
bur:dcJ /J;ic.J in u. decent t:o.rrn.0r at t.he d.;I,_ocr.Q.tion of rzy 

.· Executo1.·s after 1:;C!rrt.ioncd un(t 1•,::;co:n."':lend i.;dc_../ cy Soul to the 
h�_ndfJ __ ot thtrt God '.-/no 0,lVe it Li hm?..C.Q. of' n glol"'ious ncnuraction 
Lsic_j -t,J1cre th9 ntoD.cue:1t m1d n·::,0/2.1.../CTJrnt of our Lo:r-d o.nd 
Sa.v:tom· Jesus Chr:l:::t: o.ad frn:• ·;:},:rt \'!o:dily J::,;t'.:1.te it ho.th plea8ed 
Goel to 1)csto·,·; upon L:8 1 Gi \'O lc�;ve and bcqu,��1.th o. e.: foJ.1uas afto.r 
L"'"'.Y Just D.::'bts D2c.th Bc(l a.:vl Fun::-:I'J.l };;,:pon::,c:., ure pa:i.d off Viz, 
Inp1--ir:tls I give Lo8,VC m1cl JJzquc:.1.th to w.y Ncphc0

:; Robm�t Griffith 
one noict:r or hnlf oi' r:r:r FCT1��1 Cm•vcy to fort, u Straight & direct 
line to l'Ul.1 tjllong the t;.m fence:.: on the 1:as·t Dide or that Side 
next t,o the .frc.rr;:r '.iJie one fence Lying on the Uorth r.ncl the othci• 
on the 0outb. Side of the road lc:.i.ding ·from the Ferry to ·1/in_cb§.ster 
the Sides of the e:tx)ve r;:cntioncu Fencea :to b.Q. s. dcrcctor j_si"i/ or 
to S.ho,7 r:herc co.ch encl of the JXrv:i.sion Lsic.,j line Shti.11 terminate, 
The end of the 1:lnc _).c,ading to Potm7.mack to tcr:tlna.te as Soou trn

it Stril(eD thnt P.iv(::-:>, the CI1d Lc,ad.i.ng to Chern:m.doo.h to keep a 
Straight Cource till it litc·.-.':J.co st:ril�es snid Hi ver nnd to Contain 
nncl Include the I;;.;lru:'1 oppo:::dta -;1herE.i the 1�0.icl line ot:l'ilrns, Thence 
to Run up ey Llne Jo:lnf-!13 SeJ;iplcs line, to Continue with said line 

• [ficcond Pa[J,f;}

and to I::.-1cltide H:i;nc-t.y A�es of a _NeYL., Survey Thence to Continue 1 ts
Course till v:herc tlw Devision /.pio-'7 line .slw.11 Strike Potcmmack
River Including tlWl'C\rlth r.J;y S:x:r Hill and G:t:Lnt Dill i1ith all The
,it.cmsilG bcJ.onr,in;; to ·1)o°th 1.::i..11:_: ,. like·l'dse ·r do lco.vo unto rny
said NcphG',7 ull r.,y novcable J.:3tcd;e whatsoever 1;:xoept my ncgroe ·
itcncll Deck.-----

. 2filY I give leave Emel bequeath m1to � 1(kbc LZ1cJ.Da:ruh Harper
Jl).ughter· of r;v• B.rot;iur Joseph E:::u:·pe.1' Joi:rw.r m1d C'Abim:t r.2akcr 
'late of J>J:d.lD.dcJ.ph::i.o o:· her heil•;:; r,,:y Forry nnd Fci•ry hout:e on 
Poto·,i'.IDO.Cl� Ri vcr El:1d nl1 the rc.1.-:0.inde.l.'.' of f:.:;,J i'crcry oti.rvoy not 
before dcv:Lr.:cd to L-:i'br:·.:-t G:dffh,h to['.ether \'il"th nll t,Y Esta.ta 
Right and 'l'itle t.o t2'l:: rr�.rylo.:1d ·,c21orc of thG S:.dd Forry, and 
also oJ.J. r;;j Estate: Ri.::M, nntl Title to n.nd for 'l'cn Acres upon 
,-.-ho.t is ncm enllcd 'I'hc oirr Islai1d up Poto,,v,ack ill ve.r auj oiniug 
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the Fcrr•r aforesaid fart it is r::J \rill that neither ey said 
Neice Zic.,/ �aral1 or her l:ius1:J�:11;l ,ii' ru.i V<;), cho.)J. en.joy the said
Ferry u.nd :i..,u:nas he:.rcb�, dcn:..:cu unu bcq_uea.1.ncd lon;;er than their 
r..ntur:JJ. lif c or Li vc,::, uncl it ir, 15.1:c;:1isc ey y;ill that my so.id 
lJiece Dn.rah 01• her fa1..,b::-..::.1i:l Sh:>.11 nrnl muy hover full po-.·icr o.nd 
uuthorit;:.r to leave o.::'.l ::.ccr,:::c1tll the said Fcr1·y cmcl L'.lncls to the.'11 
·.,.... .. • , ... ,,....,·• r ,, � -. ,.. .� .. :..-;,r-.-... .(\ _,_,� ., .. " ,.... .., � .. 1- .,..:-i -t•

"'
"' �r (•h--,1 J d 

. 
(,._;\)...,-.:\.! <-' •.. > UDO IC L,0 f':.L ..,.,·"··:. Os. v,::.:ll ...,Q.lc, \,;10.;, l.,J..C,1 ,.)1 L,U. 'u ge 

r.:ost C.c:;c::-d:.1.J ThCJ."c�.•i' c.:c .. i.l i::1 c::'.�:c of failure of r::o.lc line to 
l(iavc r::;1:..l ci vd. t!10 p•-2·.::i.;::;cs arc.-.:�·e:.:aid t'"J ci thcr of Their Daughters 
ac u�:y �.:p;;c::ir to the: c1' tl1c G�.r,:vfvm:· of thc::1 the r::o:;t sui t8.blc 
It is 1:i�:c-,;j.!Je i:;/ ·.,:i.Jl t!!�.rt 1:�r Dc1.rt.o o.J.l o.nd .sm1fu'y 5hn.J.1 be puid 
crJ.t or �l.i-ls J'c11tD 8�-� r·-�r l�c:-:rJ· ·b�/ L·�1- J.:�{ecutor':J ttftc:�ric�ttc111cd \liho 
c.::ce heel::;;- c::·.:i:io·.-rc:rc7,J to rctd:1 the came tlll c.JJ. Just CJ.ai:us and 
D0r;:£t.r1ci3 r.c;oinst r:..y E::.r�o.tc rce 1x�id off r.:nd tJi:,cl:a.rccd-----

. Thircly It is rr:y y::J.11 in Cons:1.tlcr·ation of wh2.t fr; a1)ovc 

clev'isctl and 1.-rc1de over to r:y cn.i<l Ueice /;:tc . .J SrL:-c.11 that she her 
or ccGiGno sho.11 be ob..l.iecd to fc:a·y over. at th0 Fc.rTy abovc­
r:entioi:ed pasn::i&,;c free every pc::'non or pcrr:or:r.: 1:ho shall liring 
uitl1 thc::1 Gx·iot of miy kinc.1 to -the Htlls on the Lo.nds l.10.'! belong­
ing to r::o adjoin.in:; the rru;,e---·--· 

Fourthly, l hereby give lcu·rc �1.d bequeath tmto rrJ Hciphm, l;ic.J · 
Jo;;e:,h ·\'rccn a Tract of Lund Co:-,.tainirie Three hm1dred v.c1·ec of 
12nd L::rlng ,.\t the r::outh o.f Iml:i.c:n Run Sleepy Cr·cck in Berkeley 
County bc:l.nz the naTJ.c e.s wu:-.; ptu:·ch::i�cd by me f2•on Axon RJ.cc-----

Fifth;l.y) I ll-2roby c:i.vc und lca\'C e..nd bcqu0:lth unto r:ry t!cphc;1 Robert 
Harper Jc�1ir-J1 Hn1•pc.:r-, ,Jonas Vrccn, He�ekio.h V:L•ccn and L:;:ruel Vreen 
the ':'!�c..J.c CJl10lL'Ylt Q_i}. ·;:l).crt rzy ?!C[:1.'0e \7CllC.h Deel� C,holl bdng to_ 'be 
CCJ.Ui.' .. lly D�v:ided /._:-Jic.J e!ld Sh2.:�ccl u.mon:;a-t thc:J, c:md for that pur­
pqsc it :ts my iY:i.11 th:J.t cy J.)::ccutorz Shall us Soon as Convenient 
for then aft.er F.y Dcc0t .. sc Gau.so the said lk:groc i'!ench Denk to be 
Sold----·-

And 1for the more sure c�..1using thin ITC' Last Yiill und Testument to
be put into due :E:xccut:1.on, I do hereby prda:tn no::J.no.te Con3ti tute 
a.l1d 11ppoint rmd by tl,oao- prc::;en·ts have ordo.i.necl nor:tlnatccl Con­
L�ti tutctl uncl appointed rzy ucll beloved f:l'icnC.o .Ecl.;urd Lucas 
John Hyru1 of I;crl:'clcy County_and_Hobert Griffith of I3cc.li'ord 
Count;t in the Co.t1;,\orn1cG.lt� Lsic_./ of Virginio. to be rrry only true 
0.,.1-d Iar;i'u11 /i,ic.t../ Exccut01•:::; i'oJ.'. th� purposes before mentioned, 
hereby rutifyine o.nu Confircinr; ::tll and v,hatsoovcr rcy ::mid 
at"torne;n, shall 10:::i'ully do Y,itl1 ·ro0:.1rd to the prc.-:u.ses, ai.'1d They 
or either of l'her:1 Shn.11 not be liuble to uny Nc0lcct or unissions 
rctpecting the Same, In ':iitnesG. ,:hereof I hnvc hc...'t'c unto set my 
hand U...'1d neal unto this D:;f Lunt \'iill and Ter.,to.mont This T\·mnty 
Sixth Ir..,:y- of Septe::1bcr in tho year or our Lord 
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one l'i.1ousan.d .Sevc,:1 E;,:mcL"':'ccl o.ncl �:::J.i:;ht.y 1\10� 

Sif;f.'!Cd s2aled publi:.;Ilccl p::.·01101..mccd end 
c.lcclm•cd. by the cn:Lu It::ilx::::.1t i;J..:i.•pc:,., to 
be hiic; L!:s·� l'!iJ.l nud 'J.'0::;t:1.:-.:cnt ;I.:n 
p,.•csc,·.co of us,-. 

R. hl• 1;:;;d.g1Y�
T L'tJ E:i..:l.d.lton 
Jchn })�DCLJl..

¥liJ.lira Duncan
rP ra:d�e

Be it 1mo-::n ·�o ull men b-.f those P-..rosentG tho.t I Hobort Ho..rper 
of the Co-:.mty oi' B.:;?J;.eloy e: Co::r:K.>n':,·ealth of Vil't";i1ua, hnve 
made & C:ccla:red rrzy· Lo.st \'iill n:r1d Testament in rtritin_z Bearing 
elate this f:i.rst. ao.y of octohor one Thoucand Seven Hund.red a..11.d 
Eic;.hty-�'l\-:o, I no1)(:td, H2:.1•pci-• by tJrl.s present Co---iJ. L il do 
ratify confirJ:i su 1:-:�st rlill l� Tct:twnen-t., end :l.t is fuct.her my 
Last w:tll that four ue:rca of land mos·t Converdc11t ro"'J.l1d 
my Gr·a.ve �rnrd Shall be laid off By my Execu:bora &. be �nti--ly /JJ 

· Jipprcp:0iat.e to the U.:.'c1 of a [,].1a.vo ya.rd and all r;y Dcbto due
by Don<.l note or B:.1cl, D-;bt uncl u.11 t.he rcntG no;.c due fr•om r.w
f CJ.'l'�/ D3 r::r n:y E:-�ccu.tors difoi:)ODC.d of in the bm;t T,nnner To,vards
ErcctinJ fl:. grave ye.rd _g;\Q. BuiJ.C.::.i.11g a church 0�1 su four ·acres of
L::i.ncl.;.. f; L? ..L nc--in3 /_?_/ a ho8.cl Ellld foot titonc for· r:,y WJ.f e
oo L'(j grave fl..!ld 1;;.1:c;-;;isc for r,-y orm a.nd r.ry v:ill and 1,1eaning
is thr.t this co codicil l>o a.djv.c.\7cd' to .b0 u part o..ncl pm;•cel or
cy last r:ill and Tcrrtn.i.1tcir� nnd thilt_all t.h:Lngo contained therein,
be fo.it21fu.11y o.nd tfi1.ly p:rcfrn.0::1ocJ. Lsic.,J and as fullY.. an,g arr.ply
in every respect. UD if tl10 cru:10 had been ducla.i.rcd LsicJ and sit /JcJ
tlom in nry lust ,T.i.11 &. t0st.ur.10ir� as Wi tneas lT:J ho.nd thio fir3t Day
Octobe1· one th.ouso.nd Dov(m hm1cil·ecl and Eii:;h-ty-t·.10
Sign<?.c.1. :tn presence of u.s
R. IS. lJ.tlr;ht
'ifn Ds.i'l:c Robert Hc..rper hia mark
JaL1CfJ Cl2ypoole

GJ. 



At a court held for Berkeley County the 1:;th da.y or 
O�tober 1 t,C2 :JJ1:is le.st ':,'ill n.::1d Testament tO[{cthcr T:ith the 
coclccil [oic.J cJme::rnd or· Robert Jixcper DJcc:iocd \:.•us presented 
to com·t by Jolm rt:run Ecl:;ard Luc.:.�s o.nd nobcrt Griffith the 
r.:;-:ccu-to:cn v:hercin n(},_r,;cd r:hQ :r22s\e Qlth thereto (tccording to Law 
a.111 the s::r-:1e being pro·1•d Loic.!L by the Oaths of Hobc:•·I; Il. Knigh·t 
Y;illic..11 D.:.�rkc cnci \'.'illinn D:J.nca.n witnesr,ca t..hcx·oto o.:ncl ordered 
to be rccord.cd t�1d on th0 :r:1ot:Lcn of "the ::::r:.id B::ecutor•n Yiho 
cntc.rcd into Ibnd Y:i.th tlillio:..:1 D::i..i:kc nnd John Dri.scoo Jm1r
their securi.tics in the penalty of _five Hurnlro(] pmmda eon­
ditioncd for their true and fu:.Lt,hf.'ul admiru.r;t:ca.tion oi' tho 
noJ.d Estate Certif:i.ca.to :i.s g:i.·autecl tlw:::i i'or olrtaining a p�•obate 
th1;:reof in due form 

'l'cs-te. 

A Copy Toste 



Another possible sourcl': 

Book entitled: McCl el land-llnrpcr Set t_l er_�!__t!._tJ1�• 

Wabash Valley 1774-15)54 by Eliza H. Brc•voort. 

Published by Bey Printing Offlce, L,1wn'1wcv!lll', 

II lino is 1955. 



COMPTON GENEALOGY---partial 

Samuel COMPTON M. Elizabeth HARPER*

Virginia D. 
------

B. --cB. 
1796 migra:ted to Kentucky George M .. 1 ·1Many .Dinrru Ham

---------, 

1806 11 to Adams Co., Ohio B. B. 
----

present site of Adams Co. Oh Maine 

D. 
Dunkinsville D. 

�---,,.---=.,... Adams Co. , Oh 

D. 
-------

Occupation: Tailor 

Occupation: Apprentice 
to Father in Tailor Shop
then farmed in Jefferson
Township 

Daughter of Jonathan and Sarah (Snow) Ham
who lived in Maine, N.Y.; started for 
Illinois thru Pittsburg, down Ohio River 
stopped at Maysville due to his health but 
he died shortly after landing. Family changed
plans and stayed in Adams Co. ,Ohio. 

----Emma M. 
-------- ------------

1----Aga tha __ M. 

----Son 

may have had more children 

tPer information in the data from "Hanging Rock Iron Region, Lewis Pub. Co. 1916", Elizabeth Harper 1s father was 
the original proprietor of Harper 1 s Ferry, Va. 

Smit 



Taken from the Hanging Rock Iron Region, Lewis Pub. Co. 1916: 
Reprinted 1983, Walsworth, Marceline, MO. Vol II. 

Samuel Compton, Was born in Virginia, Of English ancestry . 

Iii 1796.he mlgrated to Kentucky and 10 years later, in 1806 

he settled in Adams Co., Ohio, near the present site of 

Dunkinsville, and there cleared and improved a homestead, 

on which he lived and labored until his death. He married 

Elizabeth Harper, whose father was the original proprietor 

of Harper's Ferry, Va. Their son, George Compton, a native 

of Adams Co. served an apprenticeship at the tailor's trade 

when young, and followed it at home for many years. He 

subsequently turned his attention to agriclture, and having 

bought land in Jefferson Twp. there carried on general farm­

ing the remainder of his life. The maiden name of the wife 

of George Compton was Mary Ann Ham. She was born in Maine, 

a daughter of Jonathan and Sarah(Snow) Ham, natives of the 

same state. Jonathan Ham moved with his family from Maine 

to New York and after living for a time there,started for 

Illinois, going first to Pittsburgh with teamp, and thence 

down the Ohio River on a boat. His health being very poor, 

the family stopped off at Maysville for him to recuperate, 

but he died very soon after landing, and the family changed 

their plans, locating in Adams County, Ohio, instead of going 

to Illinois. Mary Ann Ham Compton lived to be nearly four 

score years old. 

The above data supplied to the park by Mrs. Agatha Smith who's mother was Robert Harper's 
great, great, grand-daughter on Elizabeth· (Harper) Compton side of family. THIS DATA 
DIFFERENTS FROM PARK'S. PER PARK'S DATA- Robert & Rach�;}-tJ�§!}Jad NO CHILDREN.

0'4N k}Jy:1 _ g<:f4dJ:it/f1 



HARPER 

Journey of Faith 

- Bill Peale ,Jr. 

Pttt Peele Darley 



MUSIC MINISTRY 

David P. Shreve 
Minister of Music, BA, BCM, MCM 

September 7, 2004 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Harpers Ferry National Park 
PO Box65 
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425 

Dear Sir: 

I believe it was the Director there who gave me assistance a few years ago. I 
wish to thank her and all of you. I have traced 63 co-lateral family trees and, 
when following up on my grandmother, I remember my mother saying that sh� 
remembered my grandmother saying, "My grandmother told me that her 
grandfather was Dr. Robert Harper of Harpers Ferry. 

I immediately dismissed the Dr. title but wanted to check further. Your office gave 
me several pages relative to the Harper family as well as a copy of his will. 
Robert Harper had no children. Therefore no granddaughter. The genealogist, 
whom she paid, ha taken her for a ride. 

1 · put this on hold for a few years until I found a document in my grandmother's 
handwriting saying that the family came through John Harper, Robert's brother, 
both born in Philadelphia but lived in Harpers Ferry. That got me excited. 

I pulled the information your office gave me and finished writing the life story of 
my grandmother, Jim Ella (Lelllah) Hancock Shreve whose many lines come 
from brothers of two well;_know men: Robert Ha(per and Gov. John Hancock. (If
someone does not write these stories most will be lost. Many ignore the women 
and write of the men. Leilah was quite a woman.) 

The following may be of interest to someone there. I simply wish to thank your 
office for being so helpful. 

;$1:, a,.,�__,,/,L__

David P. Shreve 
540-460-2920



THE HARPER FAMILY 

(Confirmation of early information done with considerable assistance of the United States 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Harpers Ferry National Park, PO Box 65, 
Harpers Ferry, VN 25425) 

David Prentiss Shreve 

John and Ann Harper left Noke in Oxford Shire England, August 2, 1682, 
with other Quakers in William Penn's "Holy Experiment" and purchased 500 
acres of land eight miles from Philadelphia. They named the area where they 
lived Oxford Township, as many immigrants ·named their new portion of land 
after the· place they had lived in the old country. The Harpers came with five 
small children. 

Ann had been Ann Butcher, daughter of Charles Butcher of King Sulten in 
North Hamptonshire. Although they were Quaker J,Qhn and Ann Harper were 
buried in the Oxford Trinity Churchyard (Anglican). Ann's will identified John 
as a Yeoman (a farmer who cultivates his own land.) 

CHILDREN OF JOHN AND ANN BUTCHER 

HARPER 

John, Josiah,  Mary, Charles, and Joseph (born in England). Elizabeth 
(b. 1684) and Ralph (b. 1687) were born in Pennsylvania. 

JOSEPH HARPER 

Joseph Harper was born in England and came, as a young child, to 
Philadelphia with his parents, John and Ann Butcher Harper. He became a 
carpenter in the rapidly growing town of Philadelphia. He married Sarah who 
lived in Oxford Township eight miles from the court house in Philadelphia. 
Three of their children were baptized in the Oxford Trinity Church: Sarah, 
Robert (builder and millwright) and John. 

John Harper (1720-1793) followed his brother Robert, to Harper's Ferry, 
raised his family there, and died there in 1793. 

JOHN HARPER'S DAUGHTER 

Teresa Mildred (Milly) Harper married Frank A llen Hancock 

21 



MILLY AND FRANK'S FIRST SON 

James Call Hancock married Eleanor Redding (of Gallloway, Tenn.} 

MILLY AND FRANK'S FIFTH CHILD 

Jim Ella (Lellah) Hancock of Poplar Springs, Miss. married Prentiss Albert 
Shreve of Dunn Loring, VA. 

LELLAH AND PRENTISS' -TWO CHILDREN 

Viola Shreve married Charles Gotthardt: Their children: Charles William, Jr., 
Norman Paul, Frederick Allen, Anne, Nancy, and Linda Susan. 

Paul Hancock Shreve married Loraine Mozelle Zile: Their three sons: Robert 
Paul Shreve, David Prentiss Shreve, and Ronald Harrison Shreve. 

2004 
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INTERESTING INFORMATION CONCERING THE 

HARPER NAME 

The Harper family is one of the oldest in English history. At the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066, a French Norman officer by that name was knighted on the 
field for bravery by William the Conqueror. 

The name, Harper, was a: surname derived from the occupation of playing the 
harp. The Harper was one who made his living by playing the harp at fairs 
and festivals, or one who held an official position as a musical performer. As 
early as 1273, the names Henry le Harpur, Ralph le Harpur, Nicholas le 
Harpur and Adam le Harpur appeared in the official English record. 

A Michael Harper immigrated to the American colonies, probably in 17 41. He 
settled on the South Branch of the Potomac in Virginia, in an area known as . 
the Bullpasture and Cowpasture, and with his sons, Hance and Matthew, was 
one of the inhabitants who petitioned for a road from Asten's Mill to the 
Calfpasture, in the early 1750's. 

Matthew Harper administered the estate of Michael Harper in November 1767 
in Augusta County, VA. Hanse Harper was named as a son of Michael Harper 
in a court order in 1751. Michael Harper and his wife Isabel conveyed 224 
acres of land in Newfoundland Creek, January 27, 1760, to William Shannon. 

23 



HARPERS IN EARLY ALEXANDRA, VIRIGINIA 

Sea Cc;lptain John Harper conveyed 111 and 109 Prince Street to Michael 
Thorn in 1783 for an annual ground rent. 

Ship captain John Harper's waterfront warehouse, on the Northeast corner of · 
Union Street and Prince Street, was built about 1785.The warehouse was 
four stories with a hip roof. 

John Harper purchased 1012 Prince Street from William Veitch in 1818 for 
$3,000. 

John Harper built 211, 213 and 109 Prince Street that, along with 215 and 
207, are the finest 18th century street facades in Alexandria. 213 was 
conveyed to his daughter, Peggy, in April 1793. 

The heirs of John Harper sold 118 and 120 Lee Street South to Edward 
Sheehy in 1825 for $210 each. This 2%-story brick house was a soap factory 
previous to Harper's owning it. 

Samuel Harper acquired lot (S.W. corner) 601 Lee Street South. He may 
have built the small 2-story brick house. 

Frances Harper Riddle sold lot 107 Prince Street with appurtenances to a D. 
Collinsworth in 1844 for $337. 

Joshua Riddle and his wife, Frances Harper Riddle, a daughter of Captain 
John Harper, owned 105 and 103 Prince Street. 

24 
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William Dark ••••••• On 17 May 1774 the Berkeley County 
Court named William Dark to view road 
from Rutherford's Mill to Shepherd's 
Town {Order Book 2, Page 312) 

On 17 October l 775 Joseph Dark sells a 
tract to William Dark on Elk Branch 
"where said William now lives" adjacent 
to Godwin Swift and George William Fair­
fax {Berkeley County Deeds 3-430) 

Robert Harper •••••• 1751 Grant to Robert Harper of 125 
acres at Mouth of Shenandoah {Page 
794 Sims Index to Land Grants in West 
Virginia) 

In 16 March 1774 suit against Mathias 
Keen, Senior, Robe'rt Harper paid Robert 
Griffith, Alexander Butler & Benjamin 
Ellidge for traveling 200 miles to be 
witnesses for him (Berkeley County 
Order Book 2, Pages 196 & 198). 

Robert Harper's Will is probated in 
Berkeley County in 1782 and names Edward 
Lucas & Jobri Ryon as bis Executors {Will 
Book l, Page 291). 

BennaJa.b Martin •••• 29 August 1774 Deed by Jacob Dunn to 
Bennajah Martin for 121 acres on Meadow 
Branch adjacent John & Jacob VanMeter 
{Berkeley County Deed Book 3, Page 111) 

George 

On 20 December 1774 in Berkeley County 
Court, Harry, a slave owned by John 
Kaywood, was found guilty of breaking 
into the houses of John Clawson and 
Bennajab Martin {Order Book 2 t Pg 337) 

Smallwood ••• on 17 May 1774 he was appointed by the 
Berkeley County Court to oversee the road 
from Rutherford's Mill to Shepherd's 
Town {Order Book 2, Page 312). 

George Smallwood, along with 3 slaves, 
is listed in the 1783 Berkeley County 
Personal Property Tax List taken by 
John Cooke. 
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,dia X (X) X X CS PS NC 
i:n (1) Lydia Murdock Pvt MA 
� m (1) Eunice Parsons PS VT 
n (X) Deborah (Prouty) Griswold (X , 

(1) Abial Sheldon MM CT
1 ( l) Mary Smith 2 Lt MA \;) Anna Curtis (Sheldon) Foster (X) Eh 

(1) Lydia Elden Pvt MA
ncy Walker Sol VA
1 ( 1) Abigail Moulton Cpl F1f MA PN
C m  (1) Rebecca Petty Sol CS PS NC:

Hall (X) Sarah X CS DE 

1) Elizabeth Lowe Sgt PA
· rri ( l) Anne Sutton Pvt PA PNSR

. MA m ( 1) Hannah Kidder LT MA ··
Pierce Capt MA 
{ m (I) X X Sgt PS NYCT 
m (1) Esther Pierce Pvt MA 
m (1) Sarah Cornell LT MA 
ma Draper Pvt NY 

nizabeth Youcum PS VA 
mice Petty Capt VA 
argaret Lair Pvt VA PNSR 
l) Maria Elizabeth Diffenbach PS VA

m (1) Deborah Comstock Pvt VA 
3tharine Arvacost LT PA VA 
1 Compstock Sol VA 

n ( 1) Isabelle Mills LT DE 
nah Paderick Col NC 

) Elizabeth Thompson Pvt PA .· };t} 
Esther Burkholder (X) Susanna X Pvt;lr,;�; 
ma Eva Burkholder Pvt PA .,;, •,. 

'1) Cathrine Null PS VA 
i) Anna Barbara Miller Pvt PS VA
:hristina Miller Pvt VA
A m  (1) Mary X Sol VA

)H m (X) Catherine Eklof (X) Christiri{]�
'::
(

;r 
. :, . 

Eva Klaarwater (X) Lydia Wood Sgt NY\: 

06 

'NJ d p 1793 NJ m (I) Jane Rankins Pvt NJ 

12-12-1759 PA d 3-12-1843 PA m (I) Mary M. Rothrock Pvt PA

ton: bpt 6-14-1761 NJ d a 1831 KY m (1) Sarah Compton Pvt NJ 

.1- -1762 PA d 12-16-1826 PA m (I) Ann Harper Pvt PA 
�22-1722 GR d p 1781 PA m (1) Catherine Bosler CMman PA 

{b 2-22-1744 CT d 9-10-1798 NT m (1) Elizabeth Bartholomew Capt PS NY 
s26-l 750 VA d 11- -1822 GA m (I) Nancy Parke Pvt GA 
-b 1735 IR d 6-12-1801 SC m (I) Martha Knox PS SC
b 1758 PA d 8-22-1798 PA m (I) Rachel Conrad Pvt PA

;3c!0-1766 NH d 8-3-1839 OH m (I) Mary McAllaster Pvt NH PNSR WPNS 
'6-17-1753 EN d 5-16-1831 PA m (1) Elizabeth Miller Bosn Gnr PA PNSR 
(Bartholomew): b 2-13-1749 d 6-10-1833 OH m (1) Alexander Harper PS NY 
. : b --- NC d p 1790 NC m ( 1) Theresa Hopton Pvt NC 
. :. b c 1737 NC d p 1790 NC m (1) Elizabeth Bright LT NC 
. 9-11-1763 VA d 11-27-1839 GA m (I) Lydia Jane Sexton Pvt GA 
,b c 1750 MA d p 1777 m (I) Alida Stall Pvt NY 
·,c 1762 PA d 10-6-1813 PA m (I) Agatha Wolf Pvt PA
0- d a4-16-1800 NC m( l)X X PS NC
c 1743/4 GR d 1828 VA m ( 1) Margaret Simmons PS VA

. : b 11-15-1734 VA d I.I- -1819 NC m (1) Gazeal Parke LCol NC
· .. 1734 VA d 18 I 1 MS m (I) Maria Jones Pvt VA
10-3-1728 PA d 5-7-1804 VA m (X) Mrs Mary Reynolds Cunningham (X) Sarah
Us PS VA
1736 PA d 9-3-1803 PA m (I) Phoebe Vernon BgdMaj QM PA
.1758 VA d p 1780 VA m (1) Elizabeth Warren Pvt VA
j759 VA d 1817 OH m (I) Ann Thomas Pvt MD
1-8-1760 PA d 2-19-1827 PA m (1) Barbara Backenstoss Pvt PA

>2- -1756 d 9-14-1834 KY m (1) Barbara Strahle Pvt PA PNSR
4-28-1744 MA d 1819 NY m (X) Martha X (X) Mary Bothwell Pvt MA
9-25-1740 MA d 11-3-1825 NY m (I) Elizabeth Proctor LT NH
c 1740 d a 9-18-1793 VA m (I) Margery Robinson CS PS VA

be 1740 VA d a 1-13-1794 VA m (1) FrancesX PS VA 
.b c 1745 d a 1- -1840 KY m (I) Mary Ann X Pvt Sct PS VA 
. : b 5-31-1734 MA d 11-20-18 I I NY m (X) Isabelle McKnight (X) Miriam 

. ompson Col NY 
r. : b 8-10-1705 IR d 4-20-1785 NY m (X) Abigail Montgomery (X) Rebeccah X

. S NY 
'h: b 1756 d 6-9-1824 DE m{X) Hetty West (X) Patience Allen Sgt DEMD WPNS 
HPNS 

" Jr. : b 1-14-1727 CT d 1-11-1783 CT m (1) Isabel McKnight Pvt CT 
)�: b 1761-63 d p 9-9-1837 TN m (1) Sally X Pvt VA PNSR 
····ew: b c 1760 d a 9-4-1807 TN m ( l) Patsey X Mil SC
. : b 11-8-1764 NC d c 1839 NC m (I) Pharabe X Pvt NC PNSR
n: b a 1760 MD d 11-10-1843 MD m (I) Ann Roberts Drm MD
iel : b c 1730 VA d 1794 VA m (I) X X Pvt VA 

las: b 1-25-1706 HL d 9-15-1803 KY m ( l) Elizabeth Behm CS VA 
olas : b 1738 GR d 18 I 8 VA m (I) Elizabeth Penninger Lt PS VA 

)lip: b--- d p 1810 m (1) X X  PS VA 
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DAR Patriot Index - Volume II 

HARPER: 

Richard: b 1763 NC d 5-21-1851 TN m (1) Anne Forrest Pvt NC PNSR 
Robert: b 8-12-1748 MA d 7-31-1814 NY m (1) Sarah McFarland Pvt MA 
Robert: b c 1742 d a: 11-17-1801 SC m (1) Jean X Sgt SC 
Robert: b c 1760 MD d 1826 GA m (I) Lucy Groce LT GA 

' Samuel: b 10-18-1761 PA d 1812 PA m (X) Sarah Grimes (X) X X  Pvt PA 
1 Samuel : b 17 44 NH d 1834 ME m ( 1) Sarah Godfrey Pvt NH 
, Samuel: b 5-22-1722 NH d 8-25-1790 NH m (1) Elizabeth Scribner PS NH 
• Samuel: b c 1754 --- d 6-10-1839 PA m (X) Mrs. Jane (McMillan) Moorehead (I'.

X Pvt PA 
• Samuel : b c 1757 d p 5-18-1836 TN m (I) Mrs Ruth Bonner Capt GA
' Samuel Sr. : b c 1730 ST d p 1783 PA m (I) Jane Strang Pvt PA

Thomas: b --- d a 1793 PA m (1) Mary Davis Pvt PA 
William: b 1-23-1759 SC d 1850 CD m (I) Abigail Estabrooks Pvt SC 
William: b 1730 MA d 1817 NY m (1) Lady Mortimer PS NY 
William : b 1745 MD d 1828 IN m (1) Kevan X Pvt MD 
William: b 1746 IR d 9-19-1813 SC m (1) Ann Young Sol PS SC 
William: b 1749/50 PA d p 1781 m (1) Rebecca Kenton Pvt PA 
William: b 1759 PA d 7-10-1845 OH m (X) Nancy Ferris (X) X X  Pvt PA 
·William: b c 1750 VA d 1823 GA m (I) Mary Ingram Pvt VA 
William: b c 1758 VA d a 2-l-1828GA m (I) Ann Phelida Hudson PS GA 

HARPOLE: 

Nicholas: b c 1744 d a 9-2-1806 VA m (1) Margaret XPS VA 
HARPSTER: 

David: b c 1730 GR d 1787 PA m (1) XX Sol PA 
Jacob: b 1756 PA d 1832 PA m (1) Mary X Sol PA 

HARR: 

Simon : b 1725 GR d 3- -1797 VA m (X) Eve Brouzler (X) Margaret Baer (X) X ·

VA 
HARRAR: 

Daniel: b 2- 5-1756 PA d 9-27-1845 PA m (1) Lydia ---Pvt PA PNSR 
HARRELL : HARRALL, HORRALL 

Abraham: b 1747 NC d 5-1-1810 NC m (I) Mary Davis Pvt C L  NC 
Asa: b 4-21-1762 NC d c 1842 m (1) Rachel Beeman Sol NC 
Benjamin: b c 1754 NC d 9-26-1796 NC m (I) Winifred Pittman Sol NC 
Elisha: b c 1752 NC d a 5- -1813 NCm (1) Pheraba XPS NC 
George Edward : b 1744 GR d 1798 SC m (1) Barbara Ann X Pvt SC 
Hardy : b c 1760 --- d a 8-16-1831 GA m (!) Barbara --- Sol GA 
Housen: b 1731 VA d p 7-1-1806 NC m (I) Frances Delphia Street Pvt VA 
Jacob: b 9- -1760 NC d 2- -1837 GA m (I) X X  Pvt NC 
James: b c 1747 VA d 1817/18 KY m (1) X Cotton Pvt VA 
James Sr. : b 1729/30 NC d p 4-2-1781 NC m (I) Judith X (2) Grace X PS NC 
Jesse Jr.: b c 1755 d a 9-19-1786 NC m (1) X X  PS NC .. 
Joel : b 1758 NC d 6-30-1846 IL m (X) Arcadia Smith (X) Betsey Shoulders (X}' .. 

Foster Pvt NCV A ·'
John: b 1735 VA d p 1797 VA m (1) Sarah X Ens VA 
John: b 1738 NC d c 1827 NC m (1) Mary Burgess Pvt NC 
John: b 1761 NC d 5-22-1840 AL m(l) Jane X Pvt NC PNSR 
John: b 8-12-1761 VA d 9-4-1838 VA m (!) Margaret Montgomery Pvt VA PN 
Josiah: b c 1740 NC d a 11- -1783 NC m (I) X X  CS NC 
Josiah: b c 1763 d a 2- -1825 NC m (1) Judith Fryer Pvt NC 

DAR P: 

,:s\HARRALL, HORRAl 
.·. J:750 NC d a 2-25-1806 

'741 SC d a 10-6-1823 f 
'1738 VA d p 1792 m ( 

1740 NC d p 2-13-18 
''(!;1755 VAd p 12-11-1 
,:bl757VA d2-15cl8 
tt Houghton Pvt VA Pr 
: b c I 730 VA d p 178 

1750 d a 5- -1781 NI 
'a 1756 SC d a 5-25-1 
.>cl740 d a6- -1781

1742/43 MA d 7-1-1:
736 MA d 11-29-182
··MA

"22�1754 NH d 3-22�1
f7s6 MD d p 9-10-18•
?2�22-1734 NH d 12-'.

5:1736 MA d 9-16-1 
'2-23-1757 NH d 4-2E 
1L1726/7 MA d 8-17-
1760 NH d 5-25-1834 
"1753 EN d 6-16-183' 
"'18-1726 d 1820 m (1 
.�20-1768 NH d 3-2-1 ! 
�3°12-1739 MA d 8- -
... ;:11°1718 MA d 180 1 

i'-1760 NH d p 9-2-1 � 
F0°t737 MA d 8-24-
•22-1734 MA d 177
'6-14-1744 MA d 18
727 MA d l0:6�181
�5s1725 MA d 4-12
18-1752 d 8-21-182
-11-1761 MAd7-29
b)-10-1757 MA d 2

,. 

2-11-1756 RI d 9-S
750 MA d 2-14-18
�4-1758 CT d 10-2
762 MD d a 10-3-1
,3·!).!753 MA d 1-2�
'.::1707 MA d 8-31-
'1746 CT.d 9-7-18'.
-1739 MA d 9-27-

J'i:f761 MA d 2-2-H 
i: i745 RI d 6-12-1811 



January 23, 2007 

Harpers Ferry Historical Association 
PO Box 197 
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

A friend of mine who lives in the Noke/Islip area of England- near Oxford- recently 
discovered a link between Noke and Harpers Ferry, WV. Please see the paragraph below 
taken from the Internet: 

THE HARPERS OF NOKE 

The Quaker John Harper of Noke sailed from England with his wife 

and children aboard one of the ships in William Penn's fleet, 

landing in Pennsylvania on 2nd August 1682. They purchased 500 

acres of land in William Penn's new colony, and settled just 
outside Philadelphia in a township to which the Harpers gave the 

name of Oxford. One of their grandsons, Robert,' founded the 

settlement at ijarpers Ferry, now a famous beauty spot in West 

Virginia. 

My friend in England knows I visit the Harper's Ferry area frequently because my mom 
lives in Charles Town. I am bringing this Noke/Harpers Ferry link to your attention 
because my friend's wife, Lindsey Stead, is organizing a tour of the Oxfordshire area. 
Lindsey has told me that if anyone from the Harpers Ferry Historical Association signed 
up, she would be hapov to organize a soecial visit to Noke - John Harper's homeplace 
'and would research whether John Harper's house is still standing. 

If anyone from your Association is interested in visiting Noke and seeing this interesting 
piece of Harpers Ferry history, please contact me. I can speak from experience that 
Oxfordshire is a lovely part of England and would be particularly interesting to anyone 
interested in the origins of Harpers Ferry and the Harper family. 

Best wishes, and thanks in advance for your interest, 

Mark Hurley 



Kitzmiller-Hilliard



-i.ARTIN KITZMILLER �M�•--------'ELIZA
Ull made Apr.l .. 11, 1825 
,robated June 13, 1826 

I 

KITZMILLER and HILLIARD GENEALOGY 

JOSEPH HILLIARD M. Sept. 1824
Will made June 1, 1853 
Probated Oct. 10, 1853 
Owned Brickyard in Leesburg

ANN ELIZA HOUGH
Wife No. 1 

ANN EMILY CHILLINGSWORTH
W�fe No. 2 

1-- No Issue 

'I 
vILLIAM LYDIA ARCHIBALD M. ___ M _. _ o_ c_ t�. _ 3;...,...._1_8_3_3�ANN E. HILLIARD JOHN COHEN SOPHIA M. ___ FRANK FITZSIMMONS JOSEPH WILLIAM

Killed 

I 
CHILLINGSWORTH 
B. Nov. 26, 1834

Leesburg, Va.
D. June 28, 1879

Richmond, Va. 

B. Dec. 18, 1811 
D. Oct. 26, 1886 
Buried Glenwood Cemetery
Sect. 0, Lot 89 
wash., D.C. 

Moved to Harpers Ferry 
1836 from Leesburg, Va.

Armory Supt.'s Clerk 
c. 1837 or 1838 until 
Civil War 

Actg. Supt. during 
J. Brown Raid 

Lived in Bldg. 57 
1858 until c.war 1861

In Bolivar by 1870 
Expelled from Masons 

in H.Ferry Feb. 9, 1871 

WILLIAM 
1837

B. July 25, 1813
D. Mar. 18, 1888 
Buried Glenwood Cemetery

Sect. o, Lot 89 
wash., D.C. 

AN�A G.
B. 1844 
D. May 23, 1915 

JAMES 

EMILY M.
D. in 

Texas 

B. 1845 or
1846 

Nov. 26, 1829 JOHN P. SMART 

I== ::� 
THoks Wm. JENKINS 

M. 

M. MA 

Husband No. 1 

--JOSEPH in 
Mex.war

--BETTY 

--WILLIAM 

--HUMPHREY 

--ARIANNA M. GEORGE NEIMAN (? sp.) 
----

I --
Feb •. 22 , 1862 

RY ? 

Husband No. l 

MAMIE 
Died at 13 years 
of typhoid 

---- M. ____ JOSEPH KEYSER B. Mar. 4, 1802 
D. r°]Y 23, 1874

· .... --THOMAS Wm. Jr. 
B. May 10, 1863 
D. Nov. 17, 1864

Wi fe No. l 
D. May 15, 1861

MARTIN ·. M. 
B. Dec. 16, 1855 
D. Jan. 14, 1894

I 
Husband No. 2

-- ? Issue 

ALICE:- PLANT 

B. 1836 or 
D. Oct. 5, 1871 E'-1:ILY S., M. ? Roanoke, Va. JENNINGS M. MOLLY?

B. 1846 or 1847 

--ALICE M. CAROL McPHERSON 

T-cAROL, ,-JR.

--MAGGIE M. MR. PENGREE 
Ilion, N.Y. B. 

ARCHIBALD 
B. 1839 
D. Dec. 28, 1884 

Newport, KY. ,.

1840 or 
1-- EMILY 1841 
-- IRENE M. JOHNSON 

a Lawyer
EMILY 
MARGARET

JOSEPH L., _M _. ___ ?
B. 1850 or 

1851 Son 

Daughter 

-
-a widower 

w/2 sons

--MAMIE 

(Compiled bv Archie w. Franzen) 





Lovett
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Professor A. Mercer Daniel, Professor 
Emeritus 

by A. Mercer Daniel 

The family tradition and connections of many Ameri­
cans of color are shrouded in mystery and live only 
within the unknown. However, there are glimpses inta
this area which can be given by persons who seek to 
pierce the veil and place themselves on sure foundations.
This research in geneo/ogy has been made by several 
black descendan'ts of prominent American families who
have extended their researches into Europe and Africa. 
A. Mercer Daniel as a lawyer and librarian makes this
type of search, which shows relationships based also upon
wilf, marriage and legal right from 1821. -(Ed.)

TRELOVETTS 
OF 
HARPERS FERRY, 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Thomas S. Lovett 

When T. S. Lovett entertained, as guests in his ho­
tel, THE HILL TOP HOUSE at Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia, the President of the United States, WOOD­
ROW WILSON, Members of his Cabinet, members 
of the diplomatic corps, members of Congress and 
other government officials, he reached a zenith in 
his career as a Hotel Proprietor. The beginning of 
that career reaches back to his father and mother, 
WILLIAM AND SARAH LOVETT. 
· The beginning of the Lovetts of Harpers Ferry
however dates back to the period before the Civil
War. Marcia Blue, the mother of Sarah Lovett, was
made a freed person by the will of Sallie Parker
dated February 2, 1821. This Will was admitted to
probate by the Court held for Frederick County, Vir­
ginia, the 5th day of November, 1821, freeing Mar­
cia with the yearly allowance of twenty dollars
during her life and she was given a cow.

She must have been very young and very close 
kin to the English-born Hiram Opie, brother of Sallie 
Parker. Hiram Opie wrote his Will in 1839, in which 
he made additional provisions for Marcia. He ac­
knowledged having given her $400.00 more and di-



Left to right, standing on the rock: A/fen P. Daniel (author's iather), John H. Hill (uncle by marriage). Left to right, seated 

on the rock: Mrs. Marsha Elizabeth Evans (aunt), Mrs. Maggie Lovett Daniel (author's mother), unknown, unknown, 
Charles E. Jones, Mrs. Etta Lovett Hill (aunt), Mrs. Florence Lovett Canty (aunt), unknown. 
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rected his son to pay out of his own property or di­
vision, Marcia Blue's legacy given her by his sister, 
Sallie Parker. This part of the Will of Hiram Opie 
was witnessed but he added to it several codicils, 
one of which read, "I give to M. Blue my Winches­
ter lots and twenty acres of land over the river 
called Hambleton Spring." 

From the efforts of Hiram Opie to try to give Mar­
cia a large part of his property, it appears that she 
must have been a very close blood relative of his 
and tends to bear out the word passed down in the 
Lovett family that she was a daughter of Hiram. 
From a picture of Marcia in the author's possession, 
she appears to be of Caucasian ancestry. 

Marcia Blue married an Indian named FAIRFAX 
WEAVER and we find that she went to New York as 
a nurse for a Mrs. Algernon R. Woods. In Marcia's 
Bible given to her by Mrs. Woods, is an inscription 
dated 1850 as follows: "To Marcia Weaver from Mrs. 
Algernon R. Wopds, as a small remembrance for 
her devoted attention to her infant, November 17, 
1850, New York." (NOTE) (This Bible is in the pos­
session of A. Mercer Daniel). 

Greatgrandmother Marcia Blue Weaver 

FAIRFAX and MARCIA WEAVER had two children, 
Sarah Weaver and James Weaver. Sarah Weaver, 
being a free woman, married WILLIAM LOVETT, 
who was a fireman on the Valley Branch of the 
B & 0 Railroad. They were married in Winchester, 
Virginia and lived there until the hostilities of the 
Civil War compelled them to move to Pennsylvania, 
taking Marcia Weaver, Sa-rah's mother, with them. 

The move to Pennsylvania was an arduous task. 
Sarah R. Herrod, one of the older children of Sarah 
Lovett, wrote a letter to the author recalling the 
suffering endured on this trip. 

She said, "They followed General Banks' retreat 
of the Union Army with a wagon full of belongings 
and when they got to Martinsburg, Union soldiers 
pressed the wagon into service to haul the guns and 
made father, grandmother and mother and eight 
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Grandmother Sarah Weaver Lovett and Grandfather Wil­
liam Lovett 

children get out of the wagon and left us wholly un­
prepared to go further. She (mother) lost all the 
things of value in the wagon. The children were very 
small and my grandmother could hardly walk, being 
aged, but all were forced to walk to the river." 

The family consisting of Sarah and William Lovett, 
Marcia Weaver and eight children arrived in Cham­
bersburg, Pennsylvania, where they remained four 
years. Many of their household goods left in Win­
chester were confiscated by the Army and their 
home was used as a hospital. While living in Cham­
bersburg, Pennsylvania, a third set of twins was born 
to Sarah and William Lovett. One of the twins" sur­
vived. That was Maggie Lovett, who was later to 
become the mother of A. Mercer Daniel. 

After the War they left Chambersburg and 
brought the family back to Winchester, and later to 
Harpers Ferry, where NATHAN C. BRACKETT was 
making an effort to start a school to be known as 
STORER COLLEGE. They were given employment 
and they entered their children in the school. 

The buildings, on what was later· called "Camp 
Hill," used by the officers of the Army stationed at 
the Arsenal, were turned over by the government 
to Storer College. One building, which was destined 
to become the first hotel to be operated by the Lov­

_etts, was used by the Paymaster of the Arsenal as his 
residence. It was a two-story and basement structure 
and was damaged by the heavy shelling of the town 
from both Maryland and Loudoun Heights. This 
building was remodeled by an addition of a third 
story of eight rooms and two large attic rooms. It 
housed the first students to enroll in the school and 
the first classes were held there. As the school grew, 
other buildings were remodeled and new dwellings 
erected about four city blocks from its first location. 
The school was then moved to the new buildings. 

After the school moved to its new location, Sarah 
and William Lovett rented the old building and be­
gan a boarding-house business. They continued to 
operate this business, which grew as the town be-



came a popular summer resort for people from 
Washington and elsewhere. They called it the 
LOCKWOOD HOUSE after one of the Generals of 
the Civil War who once occupied it. 

One interesting piece of history regarding the 
Lockwood House is that during the War some of 
the horses were brought into the building for pro­
tection from the shelling from the mountains and 
there is still evidence of this in the house. The sides 
of the window sashes show the print of the horses' 
teeth where they chewed off the woodwork. When 
this modest boarding house later grew in fame and 
became known as a hotel, this room, where the 
horses were kept was made the office and these 
window sashes took on historic significance as one 
of the momentoes of the War. 

The first to register at the hotel was CAPTAIN 
McCONNELL in 1883, along with his famHy. He 
continued to patronize the hotel until he built a 
home for his family across the street from the hotel. 
Among the early guests were WILLIAM E. HUTCH­
INSON and family who held the record for con­
tinued patronage. They and some of their .descend­
ants were guests of the hotel from 1880 to 1926, the 
year the hotel closed. On the death of William 
Lovett, Sarah Lovett operated the hotel with the aid 
of her large family. Her son, James Lovett, was the 
chef and continued in that capacity for many years. 
Her son Thomas S. Lovett, was the clerk in charge of 
the office. 

Juliet Bacon Smith of New Hampshire, who was 
teaching at Storer College was responsible for La­
vinia Holloway joining the college staff. Miss Hollo­
way had been a ward and virtually a family member 
in the Smith household, from the age of five. She 
had been educated in New Hampshire and was 

Miss Charlotte C. Lovett, the last survivor with the name 
"Lovett" and her second cousin, Mr. A. Mercer Daniel, 
in front of Mr. Daniel's home in Harpers Ferry. 

a trained nurse when she came to Storer. On one 
o�casion when Miss Smith organized a hiking trip
wrth Thomas S. Lovett as guide, he started a court­
ship with Lavinia Holloway which culminated in 
marriage. 

They lived in the Brackett house at the other end 
of the lot on which the Lockwood stands. They took 
in the overflow guests from the Lockwood. This 
continued until 1890. In the meantime, two daugh­
ters were born to the T. S. Lovett family, Misses 
Florence Lovett and Charlotte Lovett. Charlotte was 
born the year they moved to the first Hill Top 
House. 

When Thomas and Lavinia opened the first Hill 
Top House, there came to Harpers Ferry, Allen P. 
Daniel, who had married Maggie Lovett. They had 
been living in Rochester, New York. While Thomas 
operated Hill Top House A. P. Daniel took over 

Mother Maggie Daniel and father Allen P. Daniel (whose 
picture here was taken in Rochester, New York in 1884.) 

the office of the Lockwood for Sarah Lovett, con­
tinuing in that capacity until Sarah retired. Upon 
his death in 1918 his widow, Maggie Lovett Daniel 
took over the proprietorship and continued until 
the hotel closed in 1926. When Sarah Lovett died in . 
1911, at Tom Lovett's request, the officials of the 
B & 0 furnished a special train to take Sarah Lov­
ett's body and her children and grandchildren to her 
final resting place beside her husband, William 
Lovett, in Winchester, Virginia. Thus they avoided 
the "jim crow" laws of Virginia, while West Vir­
ginia had no "jim crow" law. 

Harpers Ferry is divided by a highway, and on one 
hill stands the Lockwood House. About a stones 
throw away is Jefferson's Rock, so called be<.:ause 
Thomas Jefferson proclaimed it to the world that the 
view from that rock was worth a voyage across the 
Atlantic. Thomas Lovett stood on the other hill and 



1-farpers Ferry from the old bridge 

The annex to Lockwood House (Brackett House) 

A very old picture of the hall in the Lockwood House. 
(Note the oil lamps) 

Hilltop House 



The view that Thomas Jefferson saw. 

looked upon a scene of unequalled beauty. Here, 
he thought, "where the martyrdom of John Brown 
took place, I will build my hotel." 

His first venture burned in December, 1912 and 
his second in 1917 or 1918, but Tom Lovett and La­
vinia, through sacrifice, struggle and determination 
and unselfish service, had built Ut> a reputation that 
extended far beyond the town of Harpers Ferry. 
Never discouraged by previous efforts that ended 
disastrously, they had the courage to build this last 
structure out of native rock and on solid rock foun­
dation. And there it stands today on a reputation 
built on service to others. 

Before the advent of the automobile and during 
the early history of the hotel business and before 

The new Hilltop House at Harpers Ferry. 
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The view that Thomas Lovett saw, Maryland, Virginia and 
West Virginia. 

the coming of the great hotel chains, the H'iu Top 
House was well known. During its most successful 
years, the American Automobile Association and · 
the B & 0 Railroad recommended its services to its 
customers. During this time, Harpers Ferry was a 
progressive town and many of the industries of the 
town were dependent upon the hotel trade. 

If you were on train No. 5 of the B & 0 Railroad 
as it passed through the - tunnel under Maryland 
Heights and over the bridge that spanned the Po­
tomac River and stopped at the station at Harpers 
Ferry, you would leave the train and while on the 
platform you would glance to the West and see 
etched against the sunset sky the Hill Top House as 
solid as the Rock of Gibraltar standing as a monu­
ment to Thomas S. Lovett. ■ 

The site of "John Brown's Fort," historic War Tablets, 
and beyond to the Hilltop House. 

Site of "John Brown·s Fort," historic W.,r Tal:.lets, 
and 'be��nd to the. Hill-Top House 
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Hiram OPIE M. 
English Born 

Will 1839 gave 
Marcia Blue, 

freed slave,$400. 
& directed son to 
pay Marcia legacy 
given by his sister, 
Sallie; plus gave 
her Winchester lots 
and 20 acres over river 
called 11Hambleton Spring" 

PARITAL GENEALOGY---LOVETTS 

----Sallie Parker 
Will Feb. 2, 1821 to free Marcia Blue 
Nov.5, 1821 Court, Frederick Co., Va. freed Marcia w/yearly allowance $20.00 for life and a cow. 

----Hiram 
1----daughter Marcia Blue M. 

--------

(per picture in Lovett 
family Marcia was of 
caucasion ancestry & 
was daughter of Hiram) 
Marciavent to N.Y. 
Nurse for Mrs. 
Algernon R. Woods. 
Bible given to her 

· by Woods in 1850,
stil 1 in Daniel
family.

Fairfax WEAVER (an Indian) 

----Sarah __ --,-_-=-_e----eM.
1 

Wil 1 iam LOVETT 
Married in Winchester, Va. 

B. 

D. 1911 at H.F.
Buried: Winchester,Va. 
Special B&O RR train 
carried body & family 
to Winchester to avoid 
1
1jim crow11 laws in Va. 
(no such law in W.Va.) 

---.:.James 

B. 
D. 
Buried: 
William-Fireman on Valley Branch of B&O RR. 
Lived in Winchester until C.War�moved 
to Chambersburg, Pa., taking Sarah's mother 
Marcia & their eight children. (had 2 sets 
of twins at this time. Stayed in Chambersburg 
4 years, then back to Winchester. (Home used 
as Union Hospital) 
Later, moved to H. Ferry, employed at Storer 
College and enrolled children in S.C. 
PAYMA$TER HOUSE--after the college moved from 
building, Sarah & William rented the bldg. 
as boarding-house. They called the bldg. 
11Lockwood House 11

, after C.W. General. 
Later called:Lockwood Hotel. _ _First_to _____ 1883 register at the hotel/was Capt. McConnell. �'
Capt. MnConnell later built a house 
across street. 
Lockwood Hotel closed in 1926. 

:c ·---- Sarah R. HERROD 
h: 
t--1 ----
o::l 

LL. 
0 

0:: 
1.1.J 
Cl 
0:: 

0 

z 
..... 

l­
o 
z 

Thomas S. M. Lavinia HOLLOWAY
B. Staff member of S.C.
D. B. 

Buried: D. 
BUILT Hilltop Hotel Buried: 

1st.burned Dec 1912 
2nd. 11 1917 or 1918 
3rd. built of native 

stone-still standing 
Lived at Brackett Hoµse-took in over-flow 
guest from Lockwood!until 1890 



Children of Sarah & William LOVETT
continued 

NOT IN ORDER BY BIRTH, except 
last two - l unknown name
& surviving twin Maggie 

..... -.. James 

,----:Florence 
M..-.,,ch�rlotte

B. 
D. 
Buried: 
Lived on Fillmore St. ,a:.r,0$
from Brackett House-now 
occupied by Mrs. Brown 

Charlotte born 1st. yr. 
moved to Hilltop Hotel. 

----)3rg�rv,�e8: twiAs-born in Chambersburg. Only Maggie 
----Maggie ______ M Allem',P.c.:t . .DANIEL 

B. B. 

Chambersburg ,Pa •D. •1918
D. Buried: 
Buried: Managed Lockwood Hotel for 
Lived in Rochester,N. mother-in-law, Sarah Lovett.

Widow Maggie operated for while Lockwood Hotel until closed 
in 1926. 

----A. Mercer Daniel
B. 
D.Feb. 17, 1976 
Buried: 

Compiled by HEStaubs, July 13, 1989 from information in article "The Lovetts of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia" 
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NICHOLAS MARMION GENEALOGY 
{no middle initial) 

Nicholas Marmion ____ �-�----��M. 10 July 1839......-__ �..,.........Lydia Ingraham Hall 
B. c. 15 Aug 1798 Harpers Ferry, Va. B. 23 Dec 1818

Rathmullen,County Down, Ireland Portland, Maine (daughter of Capt. John Hancock
1817 or 1818 Came to America and Statira Prebel Hall-came to 

Settled near Wizard Clip, H. Ferry as an infant)
Jefferson Co. 

c.1820 moved to Charles Town
1827 Practice Medicine in Charles Town
1829 Moved to Harpers Ferry to practice;

practiced until 1882 
D. ?
Burial: ?

EDUCATION: 
private tutor, kept at home 
of maternal Grandmother Isabel 
Clarke; classic & mathematical · 
course by Rev. Nelson, Be 1 fast; passed . 
brilliant examination, elected to 
Professorship in Belfast Academy now 
Queen's College. Private tutor for 
Col. Hite 1 s Family and young men in 
Charlestown. Studied medicine under 
Dr. Samuel Johnson Cramer and then to 
University of Pa. in Philadelphia to 
complete medical course. 
1827 graduated from U. of Pa. 
1827 April - Open practice in Chas. Town 
1829 Moved to H. Ferry to practice & 

practicsed until 1882. Attending 
people in H.Ferry, neighboring 
counties of Va., Md. and Ohio; 
soldiers at Armory, and Israel 
Green and Luke Quinn during John 
Brown Raid. 

POLITICS -� Democrat 
RELIGION---Catholic 
CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS--None 

14 children; 5 did not 
survive many hours. 

listed names not in order by birth 

--.. -Annie 
B. 
'D

. 

Burial: 

-�--William Vincent M. 1880
B. 

-----

D. 
Burial: 
Educated: 
Private Tutors 
Mount St. Mary's 
Co 11 ege, Emmittsburg, 
Md. U of Pa.-Degree of 

Caroline Walker McClellan 
B. ?
D. ?
Burial:?

(cousin of Gen. Geo. McClelland and 
Robert E. Lee) 

MD. Studied Eye/Ear U.
of Vienna, Austria ---- only 2 survi,ved 

Occupation: 
Entered Navy, served 
as Assistant Surgeon 



Continuation of Nicholas and Lydia Marmion's Chi dren: 

----George Henry M. Elizabeth 
B. ?

------ ------
B
-
. ? 

D. 12 Nov D. ?
Burial : ? Burial: ?

Educated: 
Same as brother William 

Occupation: 
City Physician, Troy, N.Y. 
Practiced mining in Md. & 

Washington City 
Years as Surgeon in charge ---­

of Soldier's Home in 

Coffin Wood 
(Wilmington, N.C.) 

Hampton, Virginia 14 children-six survived 

---Robert Augustine M. _____ Caroline McDougal Van Voorhies 
B.? 

----
B. ? (San Francisco) 

D.? D. ?
Burial: ? Burial:?

Educatt6n�· Hanna O'Sullivan (London) 
Same as brothers Carolina (Sister of Charity Occupation: 
Entered Navy as 
Asst. Surgeon. 
Remained in service 
until death. Attained 
rank of Admiral before 
death. 

Established & first presi-
dent of Naval Medical 
School in Wash., D,C. 

·yped from information provided to park by one of Marmion's daughters.

M. _____ Beatrice Paul 
B. ? (daughter of Gen. Rene 

----son 

----son 

----son 

D. ? Paul U.S.A.) 
Burial: ? 



NICHOLAS MARMION FAMILY HISTORY 

l. FULL NAME. (NO INITIALS). Nicholas Marmion.

2. WHEN AND WHERE BORN. Rathmullen, County Down, Ireland. Never told

his age. good reasons for placing date of birth 1798. August 15th "Lady 

Day in harvest." 

3. EDUCATION, NOTING ALL SCHOOLS AND GRADUATIONS. Early education was

received from private tutor kept at home of his maternal Grandmother 

Isabel Clarke;· classic & mathematical course under Reverend Nelson.in 

Belfast. passed a brilliant examination and was elected to a Professor­

ship in Belfast Academy now Queen's College. "The oath of Allegiance to 

the King of England was one which no Catholic with a conscience could 

take." 

4. BUSINESS LIFE; ALL CHANGES FROM FIRS'l' TO PRESENT BUSINESS WITH SOME
DETAILS OF THAT.

Disgusted with the tyranny of the English Government he came to America 

·in the summer of 1817 or 18 his effective point being the McSherry home

near Wizard Clip in Jefferson County. For fourteen months he was private

tutor in the family of Colonel Hite a wealthy Englishman at Newtown near

Winchester. Then came to Charlestown of Jefferson County Virginia where

he taught a class of young men Latin, Greek and French. At same time

studying medicine under Dr. Samuel Johnson Cramer an eminent practitioner

of that place and though not a Catholic an Irish Patriot; thence to the

University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia where he completed his medical

course graduating in 1827. Began the practice of his proffession in

Charlestown in April of same year. By invitation of Physicians of th�

town of Harper's Ferry he removed to that place in 1829 where he lived

and practised for 53 years. Attaining emmince and being sought in con­

sultation and as attending Physician in neighboring counties of Virginia



as far as Montgomery County Maryland and in Ohi<?• In politics he was

a life long Democrat and was faithful to vote except during the time 

when as a rebel he was denied the privilege by Uncle Sam. though a 

warm Southern sympathizer he was anti-slavery but not an abolitionist. 

For some years he was in charge of the health of regular soldiers and 

officers stationed in Harper's Ferry in connec�ion with the United States 

Armory an Arsenal was thus employed when John Brown invaded the town. 

Among his patients on that occasion were Lieutenant Green who was .wounded 

in a hand to hand encounter with Brown in the Fort which he stormed-and 

a private Luke Quyrm (?) wounded in same storming the latter died and 

was buried with military honors in the Cat�olic Cemetery of the place 

Green recovered and died a few years ago in Nebraska or one of the Dakotas 

9. A MEMBER OF CLUBS? GIVE NAMES. Of none.

10. SUBJECT AND FAMILY, MBMBERS OF WHAT CHURCH? Catholic.

11.. DATE AND PLACE OF MARRIAGE. Harper's Ferry Virginia in 1839 July 10th. 

12. MAIDEN NA.MB OF WIFEJ WHEN AND WHERE WAS SHE BORN? Lydia Ingraham Hall,

born on December 23rd 1818 in Portland Maine-whence she was brought in her 

infancy to Harper's Ferry. 

13;. FULL NAMES OF HER FATHER AND MCYI'HER; HER FATHER'S OCCUPATION, .RJBLIC 
:· SERVICES, MILITARY RECORJ?, AND NAMES OF THEIR CHILDREN. 

Her parents were Captain John Hancock Hall and Statira Prebel his wife. 

Captain Hall was the inventor of the breech loading rifle the United St�tes 

adopting the gun sent him to Harper's Ferry to superintend making them and 

built handsome factories for his use on the Shenandoah River atrthat town. 

He organized a company of Volunteers for the war of (this was left blank) 

but did not see any active service. 

14. FULL NAMES OF SUBJECT'S CIIlLDREN AND DATE OF BIRTH; EDUCATION AND
GRADUATION, PRESENT OCCUPATION, IF MARRIED, TO WHOM, FULL NAMES OF
THEIR CIIlLDREN.



Of their Captain and Mrs. Hall's children John the eldest was born in 

Portland Maine, lived in Harper's Ferry to early manhood, died young a 

pioneer farmer in Randolph Coµnty Missouri, William Augustus born in 

Maine educated at Hfard and University of Virginia. Was Circuit Judge 

and served two terms in Congress:dn the Civil War period. Willard Preble 

Hall born in Harper's Ferry educated at Yale was lea�ing lawyer in Mis­

souri of which he was Lieutenant GovernoI afterward War Governor had pre­

viously served one term in United States Senate. George Henry born in 

Harper's Ferry educated in the Home Schools emigranted to Missouri went 

to California during the •gold feveru was afterwards Mayor of St. Joseph 

Missouri and General of a regiment of Home Guards of that State during 

Civil War. Mary Cotton a woman of piety and charity became a Catholic 

and joined the Sisters of Mercy in Wilmington North Carolina where whe 

died. Annie Statir.&,married Dr. Robert Terrill who practised medicine 

in Randolph County Missouri. (The following/sentenc�s ha\9 been marked out) 

All had children except John and of course Mary. All were maried except 

Mary and all save John had children. It will be observed that I have 

placed my Uncles and aunts where my brothers and sisters should be. Of 

the.· fourteen children of Nicholas and Lydia• Marmion five did not survive 

many hours. Of the nine Wtlli,am Vinc�nt George Henry and Robert Augustine 

were educated by private tutors in parochial schools at Mount St. Mary's 

College Emmittsburg Maryland, and at the University of Pennsylvania. At 

latter Institution all three received their degree of M.D. William entered 
(s, ")

the Navy and served as Assistant and Past Assistant Surgeon. Studied as 

specialty the Eye and Ear at University of Vienna Austria practised in the 

Nations Capital and attained Emminence. Married in 1880 Caroline Walker 

McClellan of Washington a cousin of Generals George B McClellan and Robert 



E. Lee. they had four children of whom two wit� their father survive.

He is an enthusiastic student of Latin German and Frendh. Practised law 

in D(inver Colorado before studying medicine. George Henry married Elizabeth 

Coffin Wood of Wilmington North Carolina, had fourteen children of whom six 

survive. Ha was city physician in Troy New York, practised in the mining 

regions of Maryland and in Washington City, an¢ was for a term of years 

Surgeon in Charge of the Soldier's Horne at Hampton Virginia. Died on 

November 12th. Was a man of study and prayer. 

Robert Augustine entered the Navy as Assistant Surgeon and remained in the 

Service until his death before which he had attained the rank of Admiral. 

Visited all the countries of the Globe was a fine lingust (?). Established 

and was first President of the Naval Medical School in Washington D.C. He 

was married twice. First in San Francisco Caroline McDougal Van Voorhies 

adopted and grand daughter of Admiral David McDougal, who was survived bJ 

two daughters Hanna O'Sullivan of London and Caroline a Sister of Charity. 

After first wife's death he married Beatrice Paul daughter of General Rene 

Paul U.S.A. who with her three sons survive him. 



McDonald
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Mrs. Maxwell Howard 

Thomas Savery M. 
B. 09/19/1802
D. 03/18/1860

Hannah (Harvey) Webb 
B. 11/19/1810
D. 08/05/1890

Elizabeth Savery - Taylor 
B. 11/01/1852

Stephen W. Savery Sarah S. Mellor Edward 
r

•very

Edward Savery, Jr. 

William H. Savery 
B. 10/24/1865
D. 06/1949

Helen Savery 
B. 09/05/1869

Mrs. Sarah Louisa Savery MT James Cox 
B. 09/20/1897 (01/05/1924) 

·n. 08/17/1979 

jLiveg in Kennett Sguare� Pa. close to
Willlll.ngton, Del. She visited Harpers
Ferry frequently and her father owned a 
stone house where Dixie has his seminar 
center. 

Sarah Jane Savery (Venn) 
B. 09/12/1925

Sarah Pim M. 
B. 09/20/1837
D. 09/16/1928

Thomas H. Savery 
D. 05/31/1837
D. 04/05/1910

Thomas H. Savery, Jr. 
B. 05/31/1871
D. 12/31/1930

Savery (no relation, was adopted 
by James Cummings Savery 
at 5 years old) 

Anne Pym Savery 
B. 1874

Mary Virginia Savery (Olkowski) 
B. 09/12/1925

James William Savery 
B. 11/17/1930
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7:r4e illt qnnnurttble ID4ntttan 1.Gnrh 1lfotrfa� �::!r�� 
W, in that part of Great Britain called Scotland Proprietor of the 

Northern Neck of Virginia TO ALL TO WHOM THIS PRESENT 
WRITING SHALL COME SENDS GREETING. Know Ye that for good 
causes for and and in consideration of the composition to me paid .and for 
the annual rent hereinafter reserved I have Given Granted and Confirmed 

· and by these presents for me My Heirs and Assigns do give· grant and 
confirm unto William Stephenson of Frederick County a certaiµ tract of 
waste and ungranted land in the said County where he lives on Mulberry 
runn a branch of Shannandoah: and bounded as by a survey made by Mr. 
John Baylie as followeth: 

Beginning at a white oak corner to William Blackburn and in the line 
of William Wilson, thence along the said Wilson's line S 520 Wt twenty 
poles to two red oaks, corner to said Wilson, the course continued from 
thence South Sixty four poles to a red oak on the ·side of a hill, thence 
S 21 o Wt Ninety eight poles to a white oak on a hill side between George 
Eager's house and Stephenson's field, thence S 590 Et Nineteen poles 
to a Red oak and Locust .Sapling o:ri a knowle, thence S 21 o Wt One hun­
dred poles to a white oak by a ledge of Limestone rocks, Thence So 38 o 
Et Ninety nine poles to a three red oak saplings on a hill side, Thence N 
52° Et Two hundred and forty six poles to two white oaks and a red oak 
in the line of Wm. Blackburne on the end of a point, Thence with the 
said Blackburne's line N 380 Wt Ninety five poles to a white oak stake 
near a marked Stooping white oak, Thence N 520 Et with another of his 
lines Ninety poles to three white oaks on a level; Thence No 380 Wt 
Sixty two poles to two red oaks at the foot of a hill; Thence S 520 Wt 
Nineteen poles to a hiccory; Thence N 38 o Wt Sixty eight poles to the 
beginning. Containing Two hundred and eight eight acres of land To­
gether with all Right!ct, Members and Appurtenances thereunto belonging 
Royal Mines Excepted and a full third part of all Lead, Copper, Tinn,· 
Coals, Iron Mines and Iron Ore that shall be found thereon; To have and 
to hold the said Two hundred and eighty eight acres of Land together 
with all Rights Profits and Benefits to the same belonging or in any wise 
appertaining Except before Excepted to him the said Willm. Stephenson 
his heirs and assigns forever He the said Wm. Stephenson his heirs or 
assigns therefore yielding and paying to me my Heirs or Assigns or to 
my certain Attorney or Attornies, Agent or Agents or to the certain 
Attorney or Attomies of my heirs or Assigns proprietors of the said 
Northern Neck Yearly and every year on the feast day of St. Michael the 
Arch Angel the fee rent of one shilling Sterling money for every fifty 
acres of Land hereby granted and so proportionably for a greater or 
lesser quantity Provided that· if the said Wm. Stephenson his heirs or 
assigns shall not pay the before reserved Annual rent so that the same or 
any part thereof shall be behind or unpaid by the space of two whole 
years after the same shall become due if lawfully demanded That it shall 
and may be lawful for me my Heirs or Assigns proprietors as aforesaid 
my or their certain Attorney or Attorneys, Agent or Agents into the 
above granted premises to reenter and hold the same so as if this grant 
had never passed. Given at my Office in the County of Fairfax within 
my said proprietary under my hand and seal Dated this eighth day of Nov 
in the twentyeighth year of ye reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 
second by the grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland King 
Defender of the faith &c Allll Dom one thousand seven hundred and fifty 
four. FAIBFAX. 
Willm. Stephenson's Deed for 288 acres of Land 

in Frederick County. 
Verbatim copy of patent to William Stephenson for 288 acres, 

recorded in Northern Neck Patent Book H, Page 551 of the 
Virginia Land Office Records. R. C. KASEY, Clerk.
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ffl4t 1!tiglµ 4nunurnblt u!4nmus illnrh 1t1'uirfnx 
W Baron of Cameron In that part of Great Britain called Scotland 

Proprietor of the Northern Neck of Virginia. 
TO ALL TO WHOM THIS PRESENT WRITING SHALL COME 

SENDS GREETING. Know Yee that for good causes for and in Consider­
ation of the Composition to me paid and for the annual rent herein after 
reserved I have given, granted & confirmed and by tbese presents for me 
my heirs and Assigns do give grant and confirm unto William Stephenson 
of Fredereick County a Certain Tract of waste and ungranted land on 
the So Westerly side of Cedar Creek in the sd County and bounded as by 
a survey made by Robert Rutherford Beginning At three Spanish Oaks by 
the foot of a Mountain in the line of William Wilson and running with 
Wilson's Line So 38 Et One Hundred and Thirty One poles to his corner 
two red oaks in the line of the sd Stephenson's late survey then with the 
iine of the sd survey as followeth So 52 Wt Sixty four poles to a red oak 
then So 21 Wt ninety eight poles to a white Oak then then S 69 Et nine­
teen poles to a locust and black oak saplings then So 21 Wt One hundred 
poles to a white oak corner to Stephenson and John Blackburn's line No 
60 Wt two_ hundred poles to two White Oaks at the foot of a Knoll on the 
North side of a branch Then No 38 Et Three hundred and ten poles td" 
the Beginning Containing Two hundred and Fifty Acres Together with· 
all Rights Members and Appurtenances thereunto belonging Royal Mines 
Excepted and a full third part of all Lead Copper Tin Coals Iron Mii;ie 
and Iron Ore that shall be found thereon to have and to hold the sd Two 
hundred and · Fifty acres of Land together with all Rights Profits and 
Benefits to the same belonging or in any wise Except before Excepted To 
him the sd William Stephenson his Heirs and Assigns for Ever. He the 
said William Stephenson his Heirs and Assigns therefore Yielding and 
paying to me my Heirs or Assigns or to my Certain Attorney or Attornies 
Agent or Agents or to the Certain Attorney or Attornies of my Heirs or 
Assigns Proprietors of the sd Northern Neck Yearly and every year on 
the Feast day of St. Michael the Archangel the Fee rent of one Shilling 
Sterling Money for every Fifty acres of land hereby granted and so pro­
portionably for_ a Greater or Lesser quantity Provided That if the sd 
William Stephenson· his Heirs and Assigns shall not pay the sd reserved 
Annual Rent as aforesd so that the same or any part thereof shall be 
behind and unpaid by the space of Two Whole years after the same shall 
be come due if Legally demanded That then it shall and may be Lawfull 
for me my Heirs or Assigns Proprietors as Aforesd my or their Certain 
Attorney or Attornies Agent or Agents Into the above granted Premises 
to reenter and hold the same so as if this Grant had never passed. Given 
at my Office in the County of Frederick under my Hand and seal this 12th 
day of January Ao Dm 1767. 

William Stephenson's Deed for 250 
acres of Land in Frederick County. 

Exd. Tho. Bry. Martin. 

FAIRFAX. 

-Verbatim copy of patent to William Stephenson for 260 acres,
recorded in Northern Neck Patent Book 0, Page 9 of the 
Virginia Land Office Records. 

R. C. KA.SEY.
Clerk. 
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CHARI.ES 

BENJAMIN 
TUCKER 

b, Jan. 23. 1118'1, 
d. Mar ch 24, 1884. 

I 
GEORG:S 

P:SNNINGTON 
TUCKER 

b. Sept. 26, 1884. 

• 

M'I.RGARET 
VIRGINIA 
TUCKER 

b. Dec 10, 1886. 

(19) Br..t.A. 1lABJU.t.A. • 
b. April 15, 1�59. 

m. 
Dec. 14. 1881 

PASCHAL PENJSirNGTON TUCKER.. 

PASCHAI, 
EDWARD 
TUCKER 

• 

b. May 1, 1888. 

! 
• 

Et.IZABETH 
Gt.OVER 
TUCKER 

b. Feb. 17, 1880. 
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DEDICATED 

to my cousin 

who hears his Grand Fathers' names of lhree generations, 
and to my sons 

FRANK EVANS FITE 

and 

JACOB NORTHCOTE FITE 

for whom these records were compiled. 
Worthy descendants of worthy ancestors. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

1J WILL preface these remarks by giving the origin of the
name STEPHENSON, which means ··Son of f;liephen." 

"The first Stephens vyere Greek (Stepan, a crown), 
Stephen King of Hungary and Stephen King ol England were 
the occasion of the spread of the name, but ctid not and do not 
entitle· the users of the name to ariy royal designation. The 
English branch Stephens came into prommence from their sup­
port of Stephen against the Empress lVIaud (lVIatilda), daughter 
of Henry I., and wife of the German Emperor." 

'' S •rioghal 1V1o Dhream'' is the Gaelic motto of the Ste-
. phens and ;::;·rEPHENSONS, and means "My Race is Royal;" 

1t is the motto of Olan Alpin, descendants of Alpin King of 
Scotland, A. D. 787, but more recently has been used only by 
the grand clan, known as the MacGregor Olan, to which the 
Stepnens claim allegiance; the Grants, McKinnons, McNabbs 
ana. others may be entitled to use the motto. (Consult "Scot­
tish Olans and their Tartans,'' published by Scribner, and 
."Burke's Peerage"). (See note 1, in back of book for early 
data of STEPHl!iNSONS in Scotland and Ireland). 

It·has been my earnest endeavor to put in simple form, for 
preserva.tion, the aata pertaining to the dTEPHE!'ISON family 
of which I am a member, said a.ata having been collected and 
tabulated after months of correspondence with members of the 
family and hours of reading and verifying. What I now have 
to ofter is the accumulated result of my labors-a labor of love 
and duty; for I consider it a duty we owe our children to give 
them some knowledge of their ancestry. To quote one wnlier: · 
'' Genealogy accumulates facts for the scientirtc study of man 
and his prospects-the study of genealogy leads -ru; into the his 
tory of one's country and the party government thereof, and 
trams the mind to appreciate the development which earnest 
and pius ancestors have given to the basis of self-government 
and equal liberty, as well as the centuries of a struggle they en­
dured in their e:tforts. '' If the more important worK of writing 
a thorough family history is attempted in the future, by some 
member of the family, the verified facts. contained in this vol- · 
ume may be found useful as a reference. 

I have made somewhat of a study of all the STEPHENSON 
families living in Virginia prior to and during the Revolution, 
so as to avoid confusing records of our first Virginia ancestor 



with others of like name, and I find of the few families of STE­
PHENSONS then residing in Virginia, our a11cestor was the 
only one bearing the name WILLIAM; there may have been 
others, if so, I have failed to find them, and I have made long 
and diligent search. There were several STEPHENSONS in 
Virginia bearing the names James and John, of Frederick and 
other counties, who are frequently mentioned in the statistics 
of those times, but which of those mentioned refers to the broth­
ers of our WILLIAM I have not been able to ascertain; we 
know that WILLIAM STEPHENSON, our ancestor, had two 
brothers, named James ·and John, who came with him to this 
country, some years prior to the Revolutionary War, from the 
North of Ireland, presumably from Donegal, as in 1785 a James 
W. Stephenson.and his young son William, age 13, came from
Burnside, Donegal, and,settled in Frederick County, and said
to have been .cousins of our ancestor. My opinion is that all of
the STEPHENSONS of Virginia at that time were related in
some degree. They all came from Ulster and were of the
Scotch-Irish stock, so-called, the ''Irish'' being added because
of their residence in Ireland, the people really being pure
Scotch and, as Fisk explains to us in his ' 'Old Virginia and Her
Neighbors," Vol- II., when the Scotch-Irish "Began coming to
America those families that had been longest in Ireland had
dwelt there but three generations, and confusion seems to lurk
in any nomenclature which couples them with the true Irish.
The antipathy between the Scotch-Irish as a group and the true
Irish as a group is perhaps unsurpassed for bitterness and in­
tensity."

I have digressed thus to show that our people were not 
Irish though coming from Ireland. They were pure Scotch, a 
thrifty and hardy people who reclaimed the waste lands of Ul­
ster in Ireland, and in this country they acted "as a buffer be­
tween the expanding colony and the Indian frontier." "It was 
chiefly Scotch-Irish troops that won the pivotal battle at King's 
Mountain, that crushed the Indians of Alabama, and overthrew 
Wellington's veterans of the Spanish Peninsula in that brief 
but acute agony of New Orleans.".

I judge that our ancestor WILLIAM STEPHENSON was 
between twenty and thirty years of age when he came to Vir­
ginia, He and both of his brothers were soldiers of the Revolu­
tion on the side of the Colonies, this my father has told me from 
my earliest recollection, and I have given WILLIAM'S service 
under his name at the beginning of the Records, which can be 
verified at the War Department at Washington. Right here I 
will say for the benefit of others making search for names that 
the old· spelling of names was never a fixed matter, and unless 
this is borne in·mind, confusion is bound to occur in the mind 
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of the person interested. In the old spellings of the name STE­
PHENSON I have found it spelled, when meaning the same 
man, both · Stevenson and Stephenson. Other spellings are 
Steevenson and Stevenston and Steenson. 

WILLIAM STEPHENSON married in middle life JANE 
NEWTON, of Virginia, who came from a long line of distin­
guished ancestors. The NEWTON coat-of-arms was conferred 
· by Richard I., at the battle of Ascalon, in the Holy Land, in
1192. A sketch of the Newtons is given in the "Notes," on
page (26). Our family Bible shows that there were only two
children of this marriage, i. e., WILLIAM II., and JANE II.,
and we presume they were born on the same land deeded to
WILLIAM I, by Lord Fairfax, for in the deed :tor 288 acres the

.---wording is used '' and confirm unto WILLIAM STEPHENSON 
of Frederick County a certain tract of and ungranted land in 
the said County where he lives on Mulberry Runn a branch of 
the Shennandoah.'' So we know for a fact that prior to his 
son's birth, WILLIAM 'I. lived on this land, and we presume the 
first WILLIAM and his wife, JANE NEWTON were buried on 
this land. .In the deed for 21'\0 acres it speaks of the land as 
lying on the "South Westerly side of Cedar Creek in said Coun­
ty", and it was in the line of STEPHENSON'S "late survey" 
-so we know this property all lay in the bend of the Shennan­
doah River between Cedar Creek and Mulberry Runn, which
would be s-ome miles Southeast of the present town of Stras­
burg, South of Winchester and not so very far from the-home
of Lord Fairfax at that time., i. e., "Vau Cluse."

We know as a fact that WILLIAM I. or his son WILLIAM 
was private secretary to Lord Fairfax at one time and the land 
grants so near to Lord Fairfax's own home lends color to the 
statement of my father, his brothers and sisters that it was the 
first WILLIAM that held the office; but I am very much in­
clined to believe my great aunt, Mrs. Lizzie STEPHENSON, 
was correct when she wrote me in 1890 that "your great grand­
father. WILLIAM STEPHENSON, was private secretary to 
Lord Fairfax.'' This meant WILLIAM II., and we know that 

. he named his eldest son for a member of the Fairfax family, 
i. e., my g-randfather, FERDINAND STEPHENSON, and I find
no record of a Ferdinand in the Fairfax family between the sec­
ond Baron and the ninth Baron, Thomas, who had a brother
''Ferdinando,'' who was a contemporary of WILLIAM STE­
PHENSON II, which goes far toward confirming my belief
stated above; however, the only way for this question to be set­
tled is by a search through many great old volumes which I
find to be unindexed.

My father remembers the old STEPHENSON. home at 
Harpers Ferry very well, as he was nearly grown when he left 
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Harpers Ferry for the West. It has been described to me as a 
beautiful house, of colonial structure, that stood on '' Camp 
Hill west of the cemetery about one thousand feet•·• It was on, 
a very high point commanding a beautiful and extensive view 
of the historic Potomac River. The old sexton at Harpers Fer­
ry writes me that the STEPHENSON home was destroyed some 
years since and a little cottage marks the spot. 

It was in all probability WILLIAM II who built the home 
at Harpers Ferry in which we know two g·enerations were born, 
the prevailing idea that WILLIAM II. was also born there I be­
lieve to be erroneous, as above stated I believe he and his sister 
were born on the granted land. Of course, it is possible that 
WILLIAM STEPHENSON I. could have purchased land at 
Harpers Ferry and built there, but I doubt that he did. WIL­
LIAM II. and his wife HANNAH SHAW were buried at Har­
pers Ferry in the STEPHENSON plot in the old Harper Ceme 
tery where later generations are buried. Last year I had the 
sexton mow the grass in the STEPHENSON plot· and trim the 
graves, but instructed him not· to remove the moss from the 
tombstones. 

Following this, I give a complete list of the descend­
ants of WILLIAM STEPHENSON and his wife, JANE NEW­
TON, with the exception of their daug·hter JANE'S descend­
ants. She married a Mr. Dennis of Lower Virginia, and grand­
father and his brother LORENZO used to visit her, but the 
younger generation kept no record of her whereabouts or of 
her children, if she had any; this was probably due to grand­
father moving West when communication between States was 
not an easy matter. 

The Chart readily shows the generation to. which each 
member of the family belongs and the degree of relationship to 
each other. Wherever a STEPHENSON name is given, de­
scendant of WILLIAM STEPHENSON, the number preceding 
name indicates the individual. The small number after the 
name indicates the generation to which the individual belongs, 
counting our ancestor WILLIAM STEPHENSON as the first. 

I send out this little volume to the members of the family, 
hoping it will meet with a cordial reception, in which case I will 
feel fully repaid for the time and patience involved in compil­
ing the contents• 

ELIZABETH MITCHELL STEPHENSON FITE. 

New York, September, 1905. 
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STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(1) Lieut. WILLIAM<1> STEPHENSON.-Born in the North of
Ireland, the early part of the eigh­
teenth century. 

Married-to 

JANE NEWTON: Died Oct. 3, 1793, in Frederick 
b. In Virginia; County, Colony of Virginia• ' 
d. Dec. 21, 1794, · - WILLIAM came to the Colony of 
in Frederick Co., Va. Virginia with his brothers, JAMES

(See Note 21 for Newton.) and JOHN, some years prior to the
Issue, 

R l . d b . 
(2) w1LLIAM(2) STEPHENSON, 

evo ut1onary War, an rought 
(3) JANE(2) STEPHENSON, with him a letter from the "Kirk" 

b, In Frederick Co., Va., 

and married a Mr, Dennis 

of Lower Virginia.! 

Issue not traced, 

(See note 3.) 

in Ireland to the "Kirk" in Vir­
ginia, introducing him as a church- · 
member in good standing, and 
speaking of him as a citizen in 
highly complimentary terms; bear­

ing testimony to the latter fact, he had in his possession an 
open-face gold watch, with an inscription in the back, showing 
it had been presented to him by his fellow townsmen as a token 
of esteem. 

He had two grants of land from Lo.rd Fairfax, in the North­
ern Neck of Virginia. Copies of these grants are appended. 
He was one qf the many in Frederick County to furnish the 
militia with provisions in 1758. (See Note 8.) 

In the Revolutionary War he served as a Second Lieuten­
ant in Capt. Thomas Baytop's company, 1st Artillery Regiment, 
Continental troops, commanded by Col. Charles Harrison. He 
was commisioned Second Lieutenant, Sept. 30, 1777, and on 
June 15, 1778, he was commissioned a First Lieutenant in the 
same regiment and assigned to Capt. Nathaniel Burwell's com­
pany. His nanie last appears on the muster roll of the latter 
company dated at Park of Artillery, Morristown, April 13, 1780, 
on which he is reported on furlough. 

' ' 

In 1782 and 1783 his name appears on the list of claims, 
brought against the State of Virginia by officers of her Line on 
Continental establishment, for pay as Lieutenant of Artillery. 
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STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(2) WILLIAM<2> STEPHENSON-(William<1> )-Born March

Married 
Dec. 28, 1802, 

to 

HANNAH SHAW: 

b. June 20, 1779, In Virginia; 
d. Feb. 21, 1824, and burled In the old Harper 
Cemetery, Harpers Ferry, Va, 

Issue, 
(4) FERDINAND WILLIAM(3) STEPHENSON, 
(5) LORENZO WILLIAM(3) STEPHENSON. 
(6) JAMES NEWTON(3) STEPHENSON. 
(7) JANE MARIA(3) STEPHENSON: 

b. Nov. 27, 1814, at the old homestead on 
Camp HIii, Harpers Ferry, Va. 
d. March 20, 1837, from pneumonia, contracted 
whlle visiting In Baltimore. At the time of 
Jane's death she was engage� to be married 
to Mr. Tom Moore, of Harpers Ferry. He 
never married, and lived to be a very old man, 
and as long as he lived he visited Jane's grave 
every Sunday, In the old. Harper Cemetery, 
where she was laid to rest. 
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31, 1777, in Freder­
ick County, Va.

Died Oct. 14, 1820, 

thought to be buried 
in the old Harper 
Cemetery, Harpers 

Ferry, Va. 
It is a question 

whether this William 

or his father was sec­
retary to Lord Fair­
fax. I am inclined 
to believe this Wil­

liam held the office, 
as we know he 

named his eldest son, 
my grandfather, 

Ferdinand, for one 
of the Fairfax fam­
ily. 



-S'£EPHENSON RECORDS.

(4) FERDINAND WILLIAM<3> STEPHENSON-(William<2>,
Married first W i 11 i a m<1>,) 

March 24, 1825, by the Rev. Mr. Black, to Born Nov. 3, 
PHILLIPI FRANCES STRIDER, 1803, at Harpers 

b. 1803 In Virginia, 
d. Dec. 20, 1837, and burled In the old Harper Ceme• Ferry, Va., in
tery, Harpers Ferry, Va. She was the daughter of the old home on
Philip Strider and his wife, Elizabeth Fowke, of Camp Hill.

Died July 21,
1874, and buried 

b. Jan. 5, 1826, at Harpers Ferry, Va., In the old in Bellefontaine

Loudoun Co, Va. 
Issue, 

(8) EDWARD WILLIAM(4) STEPHENSON, 

home place. 
d. Dec. 20, 1849, from the effects of wounds received 
at the Battle of Monterey. Edward William was 
under age when he enlisted In the War with Mexico 

. as a member of the Baltimore Battalion, under Capt. 
Boyd; he was in the battles of euena Vista, Monte• 
rey and others, a non-commissioned officer. I have 
the pocket Bible which Uncle Edward carried with 
him through this ·war and letters written by him 
from Mexico to his father. He never married. Was 
burled In the Bellefontaine Cemetery at St. Louis, Mo. 

(9) CHARLES BENJAMIN(4) STEPH.ENSON. 
(10) JAMES NEWTON (4) STEPHENSON, 

b. Jan. 4, 1830, at Harpers Ferry, Va., In the old 
home on Camp Hill. 
d. Nov. 19, 1859. He was a member of a Mississippi 
regiment under Jefferson Davis In the war with 
Mexico, and saw service In the battles of Buena 
Vista, Monterey and others. After his return to the 
States he entered the employ of the Government In
charge ;�f the mall and express overland to Call· 
fornla, a_nd was killed on the plains In a fight with 
the Indians. Unmarried, Was burled at Carson 
City, Nev. I have letters from him to his father and 
to my father and mother. 

(11) ANNE ELIZABETH VIRGINJA(4) STEPHENSON 
b. Feb. 15, 1832, at Harpers Ferry, Va. 
d. Jan. 15, 1833, and burled near her mother In the
old Harper Cemetery, Harpers Ferry, Va. Her 
tombstone Inscription Is still quite legible and reads, 
"Blighted Is the early rose." 

(12) PHILLIPI FRANCES(4) STEPHENSON, 
b. Aug. 6, 1834, at Harpers Ferry, Va. 
d. April 8, 1840, and burled In the old Harner Ceme· 
tery. 

and the Southern people. 

Cemetery, Saint
Louis, Mo. 

He lived half 
his life in Har­
pers Ferry and 
married t w i c e 
In 1842 Ferdin­
and sold the old 
home place and 
moved with his 
family to St. 
L o u i s, M o., 
where he was for 
many years a 
prominent mer­
chant. He lived 
to see his sons 
soldiers in the 
two wars and re­
turn home with 
records of which 
he was justly 
proud• 

While too old 
to take an active 
part in the Civil 
War, his sympa­
thies were en­
tirely with his 
mother S t  a t e

He was a member of the Presbyterian Church, as were his 
father and grandfather before him. 
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STEPHENSON RECORDS. 
(Continued) 

(4) FERDINAND WILLIAMC3> STEPHENSON-Williamc2>, 

Married second, 
Nov. 3, 1838, 8:30 P, M., at the Brua homestead, near 
Harpers Ferry, to 

HARRIET ELIZABETH BRUA, 

a descendant of the Huguenot family of "de Brua." 
Issue: 

(13) HAMMETT LYTTLETON(4) STEPHENSON. 
(14) MATILDA LOUISA(4) STEPHENSON. 
(15) HARVEY HAMILTON(4) STEPHENSON, 

b. March 25, 1843, at St, Louis, Mo, 
d. July 16, 1857, and burled In Bellefontaine Ceme• 
tery, St. Louis, Mo, 

(16) PHILIP DAINGERFIELD(4) STEPHENSON, 
(17) ELLA(4) STEPHENSON, 
(18) LEWIS BERRYMAN(4) STEPHENSON, 

b. Dec. 16, 1852, at St. Louis, Mo. 
d. May 28, 1854, and burled In Bellefontaine Ceme· 
tery, st. Louis, Mo, 

10 
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STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(9) CHARLES BENJ1',MIN<4> STEPHENSON-(Ferdinand<3>,

Married, W i 1 1 i a m<2>, 
May 16, 1855, at 4 p, M., by the Rev. Mr. Dustin William(1>,-Born 
at Springfield, Ohio, to Sept. 5, 1827, at 

VIRGINIA LELIA MITCHELL, Harpers F e r r Y, b. Oct. 20, 1831, at Smyrna, Del.
d. May 27,,1888, and _buried In Trinity Cemetery Va., in the old
at Dallas, Texas. h Om e St e a d on
My mother was the eldest daughter of Nathaniel Camp Hill. He
Mitchell of "Mitchell's Garden," near Cambridge, went West at the
Dorchester Co., Md., and his wife, Elizabeth Tabb 
of Shepherdstown, Va. 
(See Notes 4.) 
My mother was one of the noblest of women. A 
most devout Christian of the highest type, bearing 
charity in her heart toward all and malice toward 
none; gentle and shrinking by nature, she was 
strong to do and dare when necessity required. 

Issue: 

(19) ELLA ISABELLA(5) STEPHENSON,
(20) SOUTH CAROLINA(5) STEPHENSON,
(21) EDWARD LEE(5) STEPHE�SON,

b, Dec. 13, 1863, at Chllllcothe, Mo.
d. Dec. 21, 1863, and burled at Chillicothe, Mo.

(22) CHARLES TABB(5) STEPHENSON,
('23) ELIZABETH MITCHELL(5) STEPHENSON,
(24) ROBERTA LEE(5) STEPHENSON,
(25) ANDREW PICKENS(5) STEPHENSON,

age of nineteen 
a n d prospected 
for gold in Cali­
fornia and Mon­
tana, and was one 
of the so-called 
''forty-niners.'' 

From California 
he went in a sail­
ing· vessel to the 
Sandwich Islands 
and resided in 
Honolulu f o u r 
years, where he 
learned to speak 
the language flu­
ently. After his 

return to the States he married, and during the early part of the 
Civil War he enlisted in the Confederate service and served 
three wears, part of the time as Assistant Quartermaster in Gen 
Polk's department, and later in the Secret Service until he was 
captured by the Federals and imprisoned at Memphis, Tenn., 
where he was paroled within the limits of the city; he was ex­
changed and rejoined the army at Vicksburg, Miss• 

At the close of the war my father took my mother and their 
two children to Montana, where he had mining interests. Three 
children were born to them there, at Helena, my eld!;lst brother, 
my youngest sister and myself. The life in Montana proving 
too hard for my mother, they returned, about 1870, as far east 
as St. Louis, Mo., thence to Dallas, Texas, where they built a · 
home and decided to live permanently. 

My father still resides in Dallas, now with his second wife, 
who was the widow Mrs. Mary Armstrong Stevens, with two 
children when he married her, June 16, 1889, at Dallas. No 
issue by this marriage. 

My father fell heir to the "Kirk" letter brought from Ire­
land by his great grandfather (1) WILLIAM<1> STEPHENSON.

11 



STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(19) ELLA ISABELLA<5> STEPHENSON-(Oharles<4>, Fer­

Married, 
Dec. 14, 1881, at Dallas, Texas, In St. 
Matthew's Cathedral, by the Rev. 
Wlllll\m D, Sartwell, brother•ln•law 

dinand<3>, William<2>, Wil­
liam<1>.-Born April 15, 1859,
at Tolona, Ill. At this date 
Ella resides in Dallas, Texas, 

of the groom, to in her own home, where she 
PASCHAL PENNINGTON TUCKER, leads an active life as the 

of Louisiana, now In the Insurance 
business In Dallas, Texas. 

Issue: 
CHARLES BENJAMIN(6) TUCKER, 

b, Jan. 23, 1883, .at Dallas, Texas. 
d. March 24, 1884, and burled In Trln• 
tty Cemetery, Dallas, Texas. 

GEORGE PENNINGTON(6) TUCKER, 
b, Sept. 26, 1884, at Dallas, Texas, 

MARGARET VIRGINIA(6) TUCKER, 
b. Dec. 10, 1886, at Dallas, Texas. 

PASCHAL EDWARD(6) TUCKER, 
b, May 1, 1888, at Dallas, Texas. 

ELIZABETH GLOVER(6) TUCKER, 
b, Feb, 17, 1890, at Sulphur Springs, 
Texas, 

ELLA BELLE(6) TUCKER, 
b. April 19, 1892, at Sulphur Springs, 
Texas, 

WILLIE CHILDRESS(6) TUCKER, 
b, March 30, 1901, at Dallas, Texas, 

12 

mother of a large family, 
and outside of her home is 
active in charities and club 
life, as well as in the educa­
tional work of the city. 



S'l'EPHENSON RECORDS. 

(20) SOUTH CAROLINA <5> STEPHENSON-Charles<4>, Fer­

Married, 

May 14, 1882, at Dallas, Texas, to 

SOLOMON WOLFE, 

of Wlnsboro, S. c., now a merchant 

In Ch lcago, Ill, 

Issue: 

MARION SAILING(6) WOLFE, 

b, Jan. 28, 1883, at Dallas, Texas. 

VIRGINIA TABB(6) WOLFE, 

b. Aug. 2, 1885, at Dallas, Texas. 

OLIVER PERRY SHIRAS(6) WOLFE, 

b. Jan. 16, 1888, at Rockwall, Texas. 

HENRV{6) WOLFE, 

b. Aug. 13, 1890, at Chicago, Ill. 

ELl�ABETH(6) WOLFE, 

b. Oct. 12, 1893, at Chicago, Ill, 
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dinand <3>, William<2>, Wil­
li a m  <1> .-Born Dec. 19

1 

1860, at Memphis, Tenn., 
the day and the hour South 
Carolina sec11ded from the 
Union. Now residing in 
Chicago, Ill., where she is 
Mrs. Gesterf eld 's assistant 
in the Exodus Society and 
one of the principal lectur. 
ers in the society. A wom­
an of noble characteristics, 
beloved by all who know 
her. 



STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(22) CHARLES TABB<5> STEPHENSON-Charles<4>, Ferdin-
and <3>, William <2>, Wil­

Married, 
July 27, 1891, at Remington, Ohio, to 

EDITH BLANCHE WILSON. 
Issue: 

(26) CHARLES TABB(6) STEPHENSON, 
b, July 7, 1892, at Palestine, Texas. 

(27) MARTHA VIRGINIA(6) STEPHENSON, 
b, Feb. 8, 1894, at Longview, Texas. 

(28) LEE(&) STEPHENSON, 
b, Feb. 16, 1896 at Dallas, Texas. 

(29) EDITH(&) STEPHENSON, 
b. July 27, 1897, at Dallas, Texas. 

liam <1l .-Born Aug. 4,
1865, at Helena, Mont. 
Now residing in Dallas, 
Texas, where he is in 
business. 



STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(23) ELIZAB ETH M ITOH ELL<5> STEPHENSON-

Marrted, (Oharles <4>, Ferdinand(3), 
Sept. 18, 1886, ln Calvary Church, William(2), William(1)),-
Memphis, Tenn., by Rev. Dr, Kline 
to Born Feb. 5,. 1868, at Helena, 

Dr. CAMPBELL COLDWELL FITE, Mont. Baptized _April 20, 
b. July 29, 1855, at "Shady Side," 
Shelbyville, Tenn., five miles out on 1878, in St. Matthew's Ca-

the Fairfield Pike. Baptized Nov. 
3, 1867, by Rev. Henry Palethorp 
Hay in the Church of the Redeemer, 
Shelbyville, Tenn., And confirmed in 
the same church, Feb. 13, 1868, by 
Bishop Gregg, of Texas. 
(See Note 5.) 

Issue:. 
FRANK EVANS(6) FITE, 

b. Sept. 18, 1887, at Knoxville, Tenn. 
Baptized Oct. 30, 1887, In St. John's 
Church at Knoxville by the Rev. 
Samuel Ringgold. Confirmed April 
17, 1903, In St. Agnes' Chapel, Trin­
ity Parish, New York City, by 
Bishop Charles Tyler Olmsted. 
Graduate of Trinity School, June 2,
1905, and winner of gold, sliver and
bronze medals for athletics. Sec• 
retary of the New York Children of 
the Confederacy. 

JACOB NORTHCOTE(6) FITE, 
b. May 10, 1892, in New York City. 
Baptized Sept. 25, 1892, In St. Agnes' 
Chapel, Trinity Parish, by Rev. Ed· 
ward Bradley. Confirmed Low Sun• 
day, April 30, 1905, in st. Agnes' 
Chapel by Bishop David Hummell 
Greer. ls a student of Trinity 
School, New York, and Second Vice• 
President of the New York Children 
of the- Confederacy, 
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thedral, Dallas, Texas, by 

the Rev. Stephen H. Greene, 

of lVIississippi, and confirmed 

in Christ Church, Nashville, 

Tenn., Jan. 14, 1883, · by 

Bishop Charles Todd Quin­

tard. I was educated. at 

Ward's Seminary, Nashville
1 

. 

Tenn. ; compiler of these rec­

ords as well ai, the records of 

the lVIitchells of Maryland, 

the Tabbs and Shepherds of 

Virginia; and assisting Dr. 

Fite in his work on the Fite, 

Coldwell and Northcote rec-. 

ords, all of which we hope 

to see published in time. 

Having always been a 

lover of art, I have studied 

in New York under William 

. M. Chase and F. Luis Mora, 

and am making of it a pro­

fession. 



·STEPHENSON RECORDS.

(24) ROBERTA LEE<6>

Married, 

Sept. 1, 1887, to 

STEPHENSON-Oharles<4>, Ferdin­
and<3>, William<2>, Wil­
liam<1>).-Born June 1, 1869,

Dr. WILLIAM TERRY BLYTHE, 

of Sulphur Springs, Texas. 

Issue: 

ELIZABETH(6) BLYTHE, 

b. June 18, 1888, at Sulphur Springs, 

Texas, 

FiALPH(6) BLYTHE, 

b. June 30, 1890, at Vernon, Texas. 

WILLIAM(6) BLYTHE, 

b. Oct. 8, 1894, at Sulphur Springs, 

Texas. 

RICHARD(6) BLYTHE, 

b. May 1, 1901, at Dallas, Texas. 
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at Helena, lVIont. Is living 

in her own home at Oak Oliff, 
a suburb of Dallas, Texas, a 
devoted wife and mother. 



STEPHENSON RECORDS, 

(25) A
N D R

EW PIOKENS <5
> STEPHENSON-(Charles<4>, Fer-

dinand <3>, William <2>, 

Married, 
Feb. •12, 1896, at Chicago, Ill., to 

. :MA RY .ADE LAID E  LO R A NG E
R

, 

Issue: 

( 30) PAS C
H AL JOSEPH(6) STEPH

E

N
S

O
N

, 

b, Sep t. 4, 1 8 96, a t  C h ic a g o, I ll. 

..

1 7

William <1>.- Born Feb. 
26

, 
1875, at Dallas, 

Texas. Is now living 

in British Columbia, 
where he is locating 

timber lands and thinks 

to remain permanently . 



STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(13) HAMMETT LYTTLETON<4> STEPHENSON-(Ferdin-

Married, 
Feb. 26, 1868, to 

HETTIE ANN CHERRY 

and<3>, William.<2>, 
William<1>). - Born 
Sept. 8, 1839, at the 

of "Cherryville," Tenn. old homestead on 
It Is largely due to Aunt Hettie's sympa- Camp Hill at Har­

thetlc appreciation and Interest In these records pers Ferry, Va. 
that has made their publication possible. For Died April 30, 
this she has my sincere .iopreclatlon, and for 
her lovable qualities as a woman and devout 1875, and buried in 
Christian she has my lasting affection and ad- Bellefontaine Ceme-
ml ration. 

Issue: 
(31) FERDINAND WILLIAM(5) STEPHENSON. 
(32) ALICE CLAY(5) STEPHENSON. 

(33) CLEMENT CLAY(5) STEPHENSON, 
b. May 5 1874, at Memphis, Tenn. 

tery at St. Louis, Mo. 
As a lad of eigh­

teen Hammett suc­
ceeded in passing 
the Federal lines at 

d. Dec. 19, 1867, at San Francisco, Cal. St. Louis, with his 
y o u n g e r brother 

Philip, and joining his elder brother Charles (my father) at 
Memphis, Tenn., with a letter from their father asking Charles 
to help the boys to join the Confederate Army in case they 
could not be persuaded out of the idea. (I have this letter and 
others written by Grandfather.) Hammett joined the 13th 
Regiment of Arkansas Volunteer Infantry, Col. J. 0. Tappan 
commanding, at Fort Pillow, Tenn., and when this regiment 
and the 15th Arkansas Regiment were combined Hammett was 
made Adjutant of the regiment, which indicates that he was 
Lieutenant· of the 13th prior to the combination. If, as Aunt 
Tillie writes, "he was Adjutant with the rank of Major," then 
he must have been transferred to the Adjutant-General's de­
. partment, where he was made Adjutant-Major, as there is no 
"rank of Major" for an Adjutant. He fought to the end o_f the 
war, and never surrendered. He saved his regimental flag by 
winding it about his body under his clothes, and carried it 
home; this flag is now in the possession of his son F.erdinand. 

After the war, Hammett was for a time a merchant in Rip­
ley and Memphis, Tenn,., and St. Louis, Mo. He was of a gentle 
and loving disposition, and {Lt his death left a widow who 
mourns him to this day, and three small children who were left 
fatherless at an early age, 
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S'l'EPHENSON RECORDS. 

(31) FERDINANll WILLIAM<5> STEPHENSON-Ham-

Married, 
Oct. 29, 1903, In Trinity Church, San 
Francisco, Cal., to 

ROBERT MARGUERITE BRUCE, 
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Robert 
Bruce of San F.r;inclsco, Cal. 

Issue: 
(35) HETTIE(6) STEPHENSON, 

b. Saturday, Sept. 2, 1905, at 12:40 
P. M,, San Francisco. 

mett<4>, Ferdinand<3>, Wil­
liam<2>, William<1>).-B o r  n
July 24, 1869, at "Cherry­
v i 11 e, '' Crocket County, 

Tenn. When but a small 
child Ferdinand was taken 
to Californfa by his mother, 
then a widow. He was edu­
cated in San Francisco and 
has continued to make it his 

home. He lives in the home, 2310 Steiner Street, that his 
mothe:i;- turned over to him at the time of his marriage. He has 
been for some years a member of the firm of Sherman Clay & Co. 
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STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(32) ALICE CLAY<5> STEPHENSON-(Hammett<4>, Ferdin­

Married, 

Oct. 12, 1898, to 

and<3>, William.<2>, Wil­
liam<1>).-Born Dec. 13, 
1 8 7 1, at ''Cherryville,'' 

ROBERT LEE STEPHENSON, 

of Memphis, Tenn. So far as I can Crocket County, Tenn., and 
Judge from the study I have made now lives in her own home 
of the several STEPHENSON fam• at Oakland, Cal. 
Illes, I believe ROBERT LEE to be 

the descendant of John White Ste• 

phenson, who moved to Tennessee In 

1808, (See Note 10,) 

Issue: 

ROBERT LEE(6) STEPHENSON, 

b •. March 31, 1901, at Oakland, Cal. 

CHERRY(&) STEPHENSON, 

b. May 23, 1905, at Oakland, Cal. 
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STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(14) MATILDA LOUISA<4> STEPHENSON-(Ferdinand<3>, 

Willi a m<2>,
Married, William(1)) _ 

April 5, 1870, by the Revs. S. J. Anderson and Robert 
J. Branch, to Born June 1,

Capt, CHAMP CARTER CONNER, 1841, · at the 
of Lauderdale County, Tenn., son of the Rev. Champ c. old home on 
Conner and Annie E, Slaughter, orlglnally from Virginia. Camp Hill at 
Capt. Conner was a student at the University of Ox- Harpers Fer. 
ford, Mississippi, at the beginning of the Civil War. 
He enlisted as a member of the ''University Grays," ry, Va.,

11th Mississippi Regiment, In the Confederate service, Aunt Tillie 
and was sent to Virginia In 1861; was In the first battle is a woman of 
of Manassas. He was prostrated with rheumatism, dis• great dignity 
charged, and recuperated at his grandfather's home In and charm of

• Virginia, Col. John F,· Slaughter; returned to Tennessee 
where he was given a commission as Captain and raised manner, tal-

a company; he Joined Col. Neely's regiment, 14th Ten• ented in music
nessee Cavalry, and served under �en, Forrest In :'II of 
his battles to the close of the ·war, He was wounded 
at "Sulphur Trestle" and surrendered with Gen. Forrest, 

At the close of the war, Capt. Conner entered busi­
ness In Memphis, Tenn., but soon returned. to Lauder­
dale County, where he has since lived. 

Issue: 
HAMMETT SLAUGHTER (5) CONNER, 

b. Feb. 28, 1871, at "Indian Mound," Lauderdale County, 
Tenn. 
d .. Jan. 9, 1884, at Ripley, Tenn. 

CHAMP CARTER(5) CONNER, 
b. Sept. 6, 1873, In Lauderdale County, Tenn. Now a 
lawyer In St, Louis, Mo. 

PHILIP DAINGERFIELD STEPHENSON(5) CONNER, 
b, Sept. 6, 1876, In Lauderdale County, Tenn.· First Ser-
geant 2d Tennessee Regiment In War with Spain, 1898. 

and an 
esting 
writer. 
letters 

inter­
letter 

Her 
writ-

ten, d u r i ng 
the Civil War, 
to my father 
a n d  mother 
have been pre­
s e r v e d  and 
given to me. 
They are full 
of enthusiasm 
for the South-

Married May 1, 1905, to FLORA BYAM, of Boston, Mass. ern cause, and 
HALLE ELIZABETH(5l coNNER, b e a u t i f u l-

b. Feb. 23, 1879, In Lauderdale County, Tenn. Married ly written and 
July 8, 1901, to VANCE PATTERSON WILKINS, Civil expressed. She
Engineer. 

was a verit-
able little "Rebel,·" and never hesitated to give assistance to 

the "Boys in Grey" when she could, the only wonder being that 
she' was never detected in the act. 

She and Uncle Champ still live at Ripley, Tenn., where 
their children visit them at regular intervals. 
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STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(16) Rev. PHILIP DAINGERFIELD<4> STEPHENSON-Fer­
dinand<3>, William<2>, William.<1>). 

Married, -Born Sept. 7, 1845, at St. Louis,
Dec. 30, 1875, at 7:30 P. M., 

In the Chapel of the Union 
Mo.

As a lad of fifteen years Philip, Theological S e  m I n a r y, 

Hampden Sidney, Virginia, 

by Rev, Dr. Churchill H. 

with his brother Hammett, ran the 
blockade at St. Louis to get into 

Gibson, of the Protestant the Confederate lines i this was in 
Episcopal Church, Peters-

August, 1861. He reached Mem-
burg, Va., uncle of the bride, 

to 

JENNIE MINGE FRIEND, 

of Virginia. 

Issue: 

phis, Tenn., and joined the 13th 
Regiment of Arkansas Volunteer 
Infantry, under Col. J. C. Tappan, 
at Fort Pillow, Tenn. 

A son, who lived but an 

hour. 
After serving two years he 

changed to the 5th Company of 
Washington Artillery of New Or­

leans, La., and served with it to the surrender of the command, 
viz., early in May, 1865, at lVIeridan, Miss. He served four 
years, lacking three months, and was in seventeen or eighteen 
battles and many ''skirmishes.'' 

After the war, Philip studied for the ministry of the Pres­
byterian Church, and at this date has a parish at Woodstock, 
Va. 



STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(17) ELLA<4>

Married, 
Nov. 16, 1869, to 

STEPHENSON-(Ferdinand <3>, William <2>,

William<1>).-Born June 
14, 1849, at St. Louis, 

Capt. THOMAS WILLIAM BARTLETT, 

of st. Louis, Mo. 
Capt. Bartlett left St. Louis In 1861 

and Joined the 13th Arkansas Regiment 
at Fort PIiiow, Tenn. He was made 
Second Lieutenant, rose to First Lieu• 
tenant, and when the 13th and 15th 
Regiments were consolidated he was 
made Captain. At the Battle of Frank• 
lln • he was left badly wounded on the 
field, was taken prisoner, and refused to 
have his arm amput;,t .. d, but saved It by 
constant massage, while at Fort Dela-
ware. 

After the war, Capt. Bartlett returned 
to his home In St. Louis, where he lived 
until his death. 

Issue: 
PHILIP ALLEN(5) BARTLETT, 

b. Jan. 20, 1871, at St. Louis, Mo. 
d. April, 1871, at St. Louis, Mo. 

ELLA(5) BARTLETT, 
b. April 27, 1873, at St. Louis Mo. Mar• 
rled Aug. 28, 1896, at Memphis, Tenn., to 
MADISON RUSSELL PORT.ER, now llv• 
Ing In Louisville, Ky.; Issue, ELISE 
PORTER, b, Oct. 5, 1899, at Union City, 
Tenn. 

HARRIETT MAY(5) BARTLETT, 
b. May 24, 1880, at Carthage, Mo. Mar• 
rled May 31, 1905, to Dr. CHARLES STE· 
PHEN NORTHEN, of Talladega, Ala. 
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Mo. 
It has never been my 

good fortune to know 
my Aunt Ella Bartlett, 
but I know, through her 
let,ters to me and from 
my father's descriptions 
of her, she is a lovable 
character, gentle and 
winning in her manners, 
a devoted mother of the 
two daughters who are 
only two happy to have 
her divide her time be-
tween them. 



STEPHENSON RECORDS. 

(5) LORENZ0<3> STEPHENSON-William<2>, William<1>).­

Married, 
Born July 28, 1808, in
the Stephenson home on 
Camp Hill at Harpers 

Oct, 28, 1837, In Cincinnati, Ohio, i:o 
ELIZABETH MELISSA SIMPSON, 

b. March JJ('.i816, In Baltimore, Md,, of Ferry, Va.
English parents. Died Oct. 16, 1861, at 

Maryville, Cal. 
In a letter to me, writ­

She has always been greatly admired for ten Sept. 1, 1890, by 
her brllllant Intellect and beloved for her Aunt Lizzie Stephenson, 
gentleness of character. In spite of her she writes of my great 
great age and feeble health she has cor- uncle Lorenzo, her hus­
responded with me regularly up to with-

band, as follows: 

Aunt Lizzie has Hv<id for many years 
In Penrith, Cumberland, England, where 
I visited her during the summer of 1884. 

In a few months back, and I have kept 
'' Lorenzo was a man 

sons because of their beauty of compo- of ·unusual refinement 
sltlon and Interest. and delicacy of Senti-

a number of her letters to give to my 

.Aunt Lizzie has always had a great ment, genial and grace­
love for children, and when her one llttle 
child died she adopted two children at ful, brilliant in society, 

different times; the first one died; the well informed, being a 
second one was Sally Fall now Mrs. great reader, and his 
Rodgers, wife of Rear Admiral Frederick education above medioc­
Rodgers, of the United States Navy. rity; he was a good 

Issue: 
(34) FLORENCE MAV(4) STEPHENSON, 

died In Infancy. 

Latin scholar, with con-
siderable knowledge of 
French and Spanish. He 

. went to California from New York, through the Straits of Ma-
gellan, where I joined him in 1853-4. '.' 
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(6) JAMES NEWTON<3> STEPHENSON-(William<2>, Wil­

Married twice. 

F.lrst, Dec. 23, 1833, to 

CAROLINE MARTHA SIMPSON, 

liam<1>).-Born March 16,
1811, in the Stephenson
home on Camp Hill, at Har­

sister to Lizzie Simpson, who mar- pers Ferry, Va. 
rled Lorenzo.­

Second, to 

FANNY ADRIAN. 

No Issue by either marriage. 

Died Dec. 8, 1866, and 
buried in the Bellefontaine 
Cemetery at St. Louis, Mo. 

Additional death records inserted in the family Bible of 
CHARLES BENJAMIN STEPHENSON, of Dallas, Texas: 

ELIZABETH SHAW, died Nov. 9, 1815. 

SARAH SHAW, died Dec. 15, 1815. 

THOMAS SHAW, died Oct. 12, 1820. 

(The above are supposed sisters and brother to HANNAH 
SHAW, wife of (2) WILLIAM<2l STEPHENSON.) 

ELIZABETH STRIDER, died at Springfield, Ohio, May 6, 
1839. 

SOPHIA C. POWERS, daughter of ELIZABETH STRID­
ER, died Feb. 10, 1830. 

(The above were mother and sister of PHILLIPI 
FRANCES STRIDER, first wife of (4) FERDINAND WIL­
LIAM (3> STEPHENSON.) 



NoTES. 

Note 1.-Hanna's "Scotch-Irish," Vol. II., gives the earliest records 
of Stevensons in Scotland as '• Estervene de Stevenston, of Peebleshire,'' 
•'John de Steven:ston, Lanarksim:e.'' on page 4;)6, same volume, he 
says, '' Stevenson, Lanarkshire, first found place in existing records.'' 

· Among members of the Scottish Parliament, we find •·James Steven­
son, of Peebles, 169.:1;'' ''William Stevenson, of Pittenween, 1612, 1617, 
'43, '45;" "William Stevenston, lnverwrie, 1612;" "James Stevenson, 
of Pittenween, 1628, 16.:18;" "James Stevenson, of Sterling, 1667, 1669, 
1674;" "Alexander Stevenson, of Kilrenny, 169.:1, 1702." 

Hanna, Vol. I., page 6J4: "Abstract of Nicholas Pynnar's Survey 
in 1619'' (Inquisitions of Ulster, Donegal, 6 Oar. 1.), specifies among 
others who are resident on· the 1,000 acres belonging to one James Cun­
ningham (May 1, 161::1), "Peter Stevenson," and in the County of 
Do.-.n at "Little Ards Grey Ab'bey and Lisburnagh Quarters-Lord Ulan­
boy's Quarters'. ' I find ' 'John Stevenson' ' among other names. 

Ranna, Vol. II., page �79: ''Early Presbyterian Congregations in Ire­
land, Grey Abbey, oounty Down-The Congregation was united with that, 
of Ballllwalter until 17J8. Samuel Martin Stephenson, 1774 to 1786," was 
pastor. 

Note 2.-Mr. William Walton Harper, of Orange Court House, Va., 
has written me the following about the Newton family, his mother having 
been a Newton. Mr. Harper has made an extensive study of the origin ot· 
the family, and has very extensive and interesting records and charts· 
in consequence. '' All the Newtons in England, Wales and Scotland, as 
well' as those in this country, derive their descent from the old aristo­
cratic, Kingly family of Caradoc of Ancient Britain and Wales. The first 
�ewton v.as a son of Sir Wllliam Caradoc of Wales, and he assumed the 
name of New-ton (new house), on his manor. Oaractacus (Caradoc) de­
livering his sword to Claudius, Emperor of Rome, in A. D. 6J, is the crest 
of the Newton coat-of-arms as borne by John Newton who came from 
Yorkshire, England, in 1660, and settled in Westmoreland County, Va. 

Oaractacus was the father of Claudia, who married Rufus Pudens, a 
Roman poet. Pudens and Claudia were converted under the preaching 
of the Apostle St. Paul. Pudens established a Ohrie-tian oratory in his 
house, and St. Paul a�d the early Christians did their worship of God 
in 'Puden's house' before A. D. 96. This oratory has recently been 
discovered in the excavating now going on in Rome. Bishop Pius, who 
died in A. D. 167, preached in a new church building standing over the 
'house of Pudens.' This new church was dedicated to a daughter of 
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Puden or to his wife. The Popes of Rome derived tlj.eir names from 
Bishop Pius. 

Linus, the second son of Caractacus, a disciple of St. Paul (see II. 
Timothy, iv., 21), was the :first Bishop of the Church of Rome ordained 
by St. Paul. (See Romans, xvi., 13), Puden•s house is the oldest church 
in the world. 

From Cyllinus, the eldest son of Caractacus, descended Constantine 
tJ\e Great. He, a British king, married Helena, a daughter of old King 
Coell of Britain. Ardd Mawr, a prince, the ancestor of Caractacus, came 
with his colony into Ancient Britain many years before the birth of 
Caractacus, and from him descended the kings and rulers of Ancient 
Britain and Wales down to Caractacus." 

Note 3.-My great aunt, Mrs. Lizzie Stephenson wrote me in 1890 
that she thought there was also a son, James Stephenson, of this gener­
ation; if so, we have no record of his birth. I :find a record of where a 
William Stephenson of Shenan4oah served as a private in Capt. Samuel 
Colvill's company, 6th (Coleman's) Regiment of Virginia Militia, War 
of 1812. He may have been a son of this James Stephenson and grand son 
of our ancesstor WILLIAM 1st .. The land on which WILLIAM STE­
PHENSON'S children were doubtless born lies now in Shenandoah, hav­
ing been cut off from Frederick when f,lhenandoah County was formed, 
and it is possible that this son James remained on this land and had issue 
there. 

Note 4.-Nathaniel Mitchell's great grandfather was the founder of 
the family on the eastern shore of Maryland, where he patented land in 
the latter part of the seventeenth century, and named his home 
"Mitchell's Garden." Several generations were born on this old place 

. and "Mitchell's Garden" remained in the family until about 1872. 
Reuben, father of Nathaniel Mitchell, was a member of the Castle Haven 
Company, under Capt. Byus, in the Revolution. 

John Leland Tabb served as Second Lieutenant in Capt. Van Ben­
net's company of light infantry, attached to the 57th (Lieut.-Col. Ma­
son's) Regiment of Virginia Militia, War of 1812. He was son of Wil­
liam Tabb, who was a member of Capt. Hugh Stephenson's company of 
artillery in the Revolution . .  I have a copy of William Tabb's honorable 
discharge from the army. William Tabb was the son of William Tabb of 
Gloucester County, Va., and great great grandson of Humphrey Tab'J? of 
Elizabeth City County, Va., the founder of the Tabb family in this 
country, who was Burgess for Elizabeth City County in 1662. Lieut. 
John Leland Tabb married Elizabeth Shepherd, granddaughter of Capt. 
Thomas Shepherd, the founder of Shepherdstown, Va. 

Note 6.-Dr. Fite is the eldest child and only son of Capt. Jacob 
Cross Fite, C. S. A., deceased, of Gen. Hardee's staff, and Mary S. Cold­
well, eldest daughter of John Campbell Coldwell and his wife, Jane North­
cote. - (John C. Coldwell was with Gen. Jackson in the Indian War and 
War of 1812). Dr. Fite took his degree at the Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College, New York, in 1877. Upon his return to Shelbyville he organized 
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the Board of Health and served as its president three years. In 1882 he was elected secretary for the State Medical Society of Tennessee for six years. Served several years as Assistant Superintendent of the East Ten­nessee Hospital for the Insane. Member of the American Public Health Association, American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Medical Association. Has been living in New York fifteen years, and is·a member of the New York Southern Society and of the Drug Club. 
STEPHENSON FAMILIES LIVING IN VIRGINIA WHEN IT WAS 

( A COLONY. Note 6.-In the article on Washington's early days, in "The Cen­tury,•' the family of Crawfords-Stephenson is mentioned living at Freder­icksburg, Va. The widow of Mr. Crawford, who was Onora Grimes, mar­ried Richard Stephenson, and tµeir sons were JOHN, HUGH, RICHARD, JAMES and MARCUS. The father died in 1742, and the widow and her family moved to Frederick County, Va., in 1747, and settled on Bullskin Creek, southeast of Charlestown. The son HUGH was Captain of a com­pany in the Revolutionary War. Note 7.-REV. JAMES STEPHENSON, who lived in Frederick County before his ordination (see pages 70 to 73, Mead's '' Old Families,'' Vol I., and Hayden's "Virginia Genealogies"), married Frances Arnet Littlepage. He was ordained by the Lord Bishop of London and licensed for the Plantations in Virginia, September 29, 1768. In 1769, he became Rector of Berkeley Parish, Spotsylvania County, wb'lre he ministered until 1780, when St. Mark's Parish, Culpeper County, agreed to re­ceive him as minister of their Parish according to law. He resigned from ill health in 1802, and died June, 1809. His children were: (1)JAMES, M.D., (2)ELIZABETH, (3)EDWARD, (4)NANCY, (S)JANE.(&)SARAH, (7)CARTER LITTLEPAGE, (S)LEWIS, (9)ANDREW.Query.-Was the above Rev. JAMES STEPHENSON the brother of our ancestor WILLIAM STEPHENSON, · or the son of Mrs. Crawford who married RICHARD STEPHENSON'? I am convinced he was one or the cither!-E. M. S. F. Note 8.-' 'Henning's Statutes,•' Vol. VII., uuder Frederick County, to "The Militia of the County for provisions furnished by sundry in­habitants of said County," in September, 1758, I find To WILLIAM STEPHENSON ! £ s. d. To MATHEW STEPHENSON each, ........ 2 13 4 To JOHN STEPHENSON To WILLIAM STEPHENSON .............. 11 5 To ADAM STEPHENSON ..... , ........... , 3 15 To ADAM STEPHENSON ................. 3 4 To JAMES STEPHENSON 1 To THOMAS STEPHENSON each ........ 11 15 To JOHN STEPHENSON To JAMES STEPHENSON ... .' ............. 2 5 
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Note 9.-JOHN STEPHENSON, Member of Company 2, in the 
Militia of Augusta County, 1742. DAVID STEPHENSON, Member of 
Company 3, in the Militia of Augusta County, 1742. (See Vol, VIII., 
page 279, "Virginia Historical Magazine.") 

Note 10.-The above JOHN or DAVID must have been the father of 
the Rev. JAMES WHITE STEPHENSON, MOSES, NATHANIEL and 
THOMAS STEPHENSON, all brothers. The parents of these brothers 
''came from the North of Ireland and settled first in Lancaster County, 
Pa., and from there moved to Augusta County, Va., where the Rev. 
JAMES WHITE STEPHENSON was born in 1756." They remained 

· there only a few years, then moved to the Williamsburg District (Kings­
tree), S. 0. In 1808 Rev. JAMES WHITE STEPHENSON, then pastor
of the Williamsburg church (South Carolina), followed to Tennessee the
little colony which had preceded him, and settled about seven miles v;est
of Columbia in Maury County upon a 5,000-acre tract of land which was 
purchased jointly by the Scotch-Irish families STEPHENSONS, ARM­
STRONGS, DICKEYS and others and divided among them according to
the amount of purchase money paid by each family. This land was pur,
chased from the heirs of Gen. Nathaniel Greene of Revolutionary fame,
and is a part of a 25,000-acr� grant which he receivec: for military ser­
vices. Rev. JAMES WHITE STEPHENSON married in 1809 a widow, 
Mrs. Mary Frierson Fleming, with four sons. They had one son, JOHN
JAMES STEPHENSON, who died at Athens in North Alabama, in 1838;
he left a son, JOHN JAMES STEPHENSON, JR.,_who lives at Ashv;ood, 
Tenn., and a daughter, MARY, wife of W. Vance Thompson, deceased. 

JOHN WHITE STEPHENSON, nephew of Rev. JAMES WHITE 
STEPHENSON, was also of this colony, married, and his descendants 
live in Middle and West Tenµessee. 

Note 11.-JOHN STEPHENSON-probably a son of the above 
JOHN or DAVID of Augusta County-was a soldier of the Revolution.
He was born March 28, 1761, in Amherst County, Va. Resided in Henry
County, Va., when he enlisted, and lived in Cabell County, Va., v.hen he 
applied for his pension, Sept. 23, 1833. His claim was allowed. He married 
Sally Morehead, April 28, 1791, in Greenbrier County, Va., .and died 
March 3, 1846. She was pensioned as his :Widow. ·Record in the Pension 
Office at Washington. 

Note 12.-JAMES W. STEPHENSON came from Burnside, Donegal 
County, Ireland, in 1785, bringing his family with him, and settled in · 
Frederick County, Va., near what is now Charlestown, Jefferson County, 
W. Va., and near ·our ancestor WILLIAM STEPHENSON, and supposed 
to be his cousin. JAMES was a man of influence and wealth in Ireland, 
of Scotch descent and a member of the Presbyterian Church. His chil­
dren were as follows:

(1)JOSEPH, who lived in Virginia for years, afterwards moved to 
Missouri, and died there unmarried. 

(2)JOHN, founded the STEPHENSON SEMINARY at Charlestown, 
Va.; died wealthy and unmarried. 
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(3)JAMES, lived in Virginia, died many years ago, leaving sons, 
LLOYD, JAMES and JOHN, and daughters, JOSEPHINE, who married 
Hon. George R. Wendling, a prominent lawyer of Washington, D. C.-sons 
living in Missouri. 

(4)ISABELLA, died unmarried.
(5)WILLIAM, age 13, in 1785, when he came from Ireland with h\a 

father. At his majority he purchased an estate of 1,000 acres near Win­
chester, Va., and built his home ''Kenilworth.'' The small village, 
railroad station and post office on this estate was· named for him. He 
married twice. By his first marriage he had issue, ISABELLA, who mar­
ried Dr. G. F. MASON of Charlestown, and MARGARET, who married 
Hon. ISAAC DOUGLAS, Judge of the Circuit Court of Jefferson County. 
By his second marriage he had issue, (1)HENRY, (2)JOHN, (3)WILLIAAI, 
(4)VIRGINIA, (5)LUCY, (6)MARY, (?)ISABELLA, (1)HENRY was
educated at Princeton College; married Sept. 12, 1878, Helen Murray Mar­
bury of Georgetown, D. C. He died Feb. 17, 1904, in the 69th year of his
age. His sons are. JOHN TAYLOR STEPHENSON and HENRY
NEVILLE STEPHENSON. He was a member of Company D, 6th Vir­
ginia Cavalry (the Clarke Cavalr7), of Gen. Thos. L. Rosser's Brigade, in
the Confederate Army, and served four years.

(2)JOHN, is now 73 years of age, the last of his generation and lives
with his son ROY STEPHENSON, a prominent lawyer, in Winchester, 
Va. He was also a soldier in the Confederate service �nd suffers to-day 
from wounds received forty years ago. 
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oo B , l i ·1- 2:--� ---Gregory John 
. ,' / ,A'l,... Y /IN b. July 7, 1953

V //?f:rl,N'. · I rJ �O Monclair, Essex, N. J.- - - 13· 5 .. �,� ,.., ---Timothy Paul 
b. Aug. 20 (?), 1954

Monclair, Essex, N.J.
d. 

---M Mary 
b. Feb. 22, 1956
d. Montclair, Essex, N.J.
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---Emma Jane 
· b. Mar.� 17, 1859

-� 
Apr, 17, 1859' 

Loudoun Co. , Va. 

M. Dec. 23, 1886 Lewis Washington AL�GELL
Jefferson Co. ,WV. b.

---Gertrude 
b. 
d. 

---Nellie 
b. 
d. 

---Sam· 
b. 
d. 

---Mildred 
b. 
a. I 

d. 

M. David MORRIS
-------

b.

d.
issue 

_M_. ______ Thomas JONES
b. 
d. 

---? issue 

M. Blanche KELLY .
b.
d.

---? issue 

M. Wilfred CAREY
b.
d. 

--..-? issue 

William E (or c.) MANUEL ---Alice Virginia _M_. _____ _ 
b. Nov. 25, 1860
a. 

---Samuel Banks, Jr. 
b. Aug. 23, 1863
a. 

---Maude 
b. 
a. 

b. 
a. 

M. Jesse COGLE (? sp. may be COYLE}
-----

b. 
d. 

---? issue 

---Elmer 
b. 
a. 

_M_. _____ Della OWENS 
b. 
d. 

---Marge 





n -r ,< JC, 

� 
·:a

lt1 
Ul 
.._; 

!,!I 

--Ernest 
b. J-\ifle 30, 1870

OR
Jt1;ly 3_�, 187.0J_

--Minnie Ranson 
b. Sept. 23, 1872

Harpers Ferry,
WV. 

._ d. May 4, 1945

Montclair N.J. Ho 
Cremated-Rosedale 
N.J. 

Res. Harpers Ferry 
Bal to. , Md. & 
Newark, N.J. 

6 R 7f 

M. Nov. 25, 1896 J�hn Albert �BER
Harpers Ferry,WV.b. July 9, 1866

OR 

inden, 

W. V.,

Sept. 7,. 1886 
d. Sept. 17, 1932

Newark, N�J. (on street during parade)
Cremated-Rosedale-Linden, N.J.
Occup. Tinsmith

AND 

Jacob WEBER (not related.to husband #1) 

children by wife #1 who died when 
children were.young. 

--Marie Weber M. -.. 
b. 

Karl STAEHLE 
b. 

d. 

--Erwin Jacob 
b. 

d. 

d. 

--Marie Ann M. PhiF POWE;ru 

L 
--? issue 

--/4·orinda !:!:_ _FARRt.o 
b. b. rA 7<.go
d. d.

--issue 
--issue 

�Madeline HAHN 
b. 

d •. 
--Jack 
... .-Shirley 
--issue 
... -issue 
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---Christina May 
b. May 18, 1899
1028 Boyd St. , 
Balto., Md. 

M. June 26, 1918
Trinity Refar:m 
Church, Newa�k, 
N.J. 

d. Nov. 10, 1961
Mayersville Morr s Co.,
N._J.

---John Albert 
b. Oct. 19, 1903
Balto., Md. 

M. 

---George, Jr • 
b. 
d. l C, '7_

---LeRoy Bruce 
b. 
d. 

---Henry Ford 
b • 
d • 

Geo;r;ge F:r;ancis :aOUTILLETT 
b� S 
d� 

C
M. :th

d. 

---Nancy 

M. 

M. 

b. 

d. 

Betty 
b. 
d. 

b. 

d. 

d. 
j - ,.�--

---issue ? ;V (J k Ir

AND 

---issue ? 

\ 

---issue? 

---Alve:rmon M. 
b. Sept. 19, 1905
d. June 6, 1906
Burial: Fainnount Cemetery

Newark, N.J. 

Gertrude ____ _ 
b. 
d. 

AND 

Marge ____ _ 
b. 
d.
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---Wilbert 

b. Mar. 22, 1874

d.

---Robert Luther 

b. Mar: -� 18'7'6

__ /- -----
Apr. 2.3, 1876 


	Brackett
	John Brown
	Owen Brown
	Alfred Burton
	Owen Burton
	Coates
	Griffiths
	John H. Hall
	Harper
	Kitzmiller-Hilliard
	Lovett
	Marmion
	McDonald
	Savery
	Stephenson
	Tearney
	Wager
	Webb



