*STUOTO) €T TeUI3LIO 31} JO SO J0U
Sem Jelf} aje)s IS Ay} pue uoruq) au urol 03 3)e3s T
Bunuodaq “T6/] Ul S23eI§ PajIun) 3Yj O} PORIWIPE Sem JUOoUT
-I9A “UrejLIq Jealr) woy Nuepuadapur 1oy 3unydy ur ajox
[e1a e pade]d sisjuoura) YSnou[e ‘Uonn oAy UedLIsury
ay} jo uogemp ayy 103 drqndar juspuadapur ue paureuwr
-3 pue uoNMNSUC)) pue dUSpudspu] Jo UoHEIRI(]
UMO S} PanssT JUOULISA “/// T U] "SPUeY UMO JISU) OJUI S19}
-yew 00} sIjuouLIBA [un —sanradoid sures aif 10y sown
-WOS — SjURI3 pue] pUe SISHRUP JNO PIpUEL SAje)s SO JO
SIOUIDA0S A} SHOK MaN] pue arysdurer] map] ‘spasnipes
-SejN Aq pewurep ARjeus)y Juawapes ueadomy Jo steak
Ajred aup SuLmp 1SIXe J0U PIP ABPO} JL MO OM Se JUOULIIA

YPUBIL S} 3IM SIA[SS

-WS} Par[[e JUOULISA JO SUeIpu] D{eusqy g} Y3noyye
“TepA Uerpu] pue ypuaz] ayy 3utmp yst3uy auj Joj Jy3noy
SOQLG UEDLISULY 9ALEN SUIOS Jey} Pajou aq PMoys i|
UOULIDS Jelf) 9ALS SWIRT[TIA

WySnoyy st 31 araym jods aip syrewr ¢or ynoy Suofe
ID[IRUL 7 "SAIAINS JOU PIP USIPTILP ST JO [EISAS PUE fIM
ST 1] 9(/] UL POUIOSUET SeM SUTRT][TAA TUOWLISA UT PIeay
3q 0} UOULI3S UBYSLIYD) JSIY AU} dq O] Pasdraq St jeym
paypeard Surenip) ‘a1dy ], TSALRY SWEI[IA SUp PalUeU 1o3e]
sem yeUum Jo \pnowa au Je Aem i Suore Surddoss ‘epeue)
0} payPIew-a010§ 91om saAnded s, F(/] W prel e Suump
sueouaUry aAneN Aq ‘sjuspisal peyIea( JYo 00T Uey
arowr yym 3uore ‘parmyded sem oym “ssepy ‘PRI JO
SUIRHIA UYO[ ASY 9Uj 10} PAUTEU SeM IATY SUWRI[IAA YT,

punou3yo>pg [puonippy

dhyen 10§ arejydnoroy) 1ofew

© se peoy 2snop 3unadpy asn 03 padu ay Sugeunue
‘50961 A[rea ayy ur pajerduwod sem g1 2oy Jo uoned
-O[oI AU UM Pa}R[OSI TopINy Sem 93e[[iA weySunpoy
' sBumemp I9T[TeS JNO-PALITI] 3S0Y] JO SIS S} UO J[INq
219M ABpPO] U99S SAUIOY S} JO IQUINU Y/ "SSUWOY DLIOJSIY

XIS pawre) Os[e YoM ‘g6 Ul o1 snonsestp e £q pafo
-A3] a1om 3R\ WY SUDDOY UT Sassaursng g Jo AUuely|
"S[[ed SMO[[2g 0} PaFEI0[aI AI3M SIDYJO UMO} U} Usym

‘saoumo Auadoud Jo sauyf Aippunoq pup
fooaud aip padsai 01 paysp

1D 1nq ‘9dDISpUD| [DJMDU PUD
AUMPDBUYDID B AHWIPD

0] PIAUY D SIOHSIA

“SpUDY 31DALId Uf 31D 3inyd>04q

St uf pa1sy) S3woy LI0IsH aia Jo jfp
‘punois pLing pup s3UIPENGINO SI pup
asnop Supsspy aup Jo uondaosxa aup | 4
UM IDLT 310U ISDIYY a e

The Rockingham Meeting House,

built in 1787 to serve the growing settlement around
it, is the starting point of this walking tour of the
Town of Rockingham’s original village center, which
is on the National Register of Historic Places. This
historic district contains 10 historic houses, a Grange
hall, old schoolhouse and seven historic outbuild-
ings, including six barns and sheds. The Rocking-
ham Meeting House itself is a National Historic
Landmark, along with its accompanying burial
grounds, hearse house and vault.

You are invited to follow the map and learn more
about the area’s varied and historic architecture —
some of which has survived for more than two cen-
turies. This is a short, non-strenuous walk that di-
rects visitors along both Meeting House Road and
Rockingham Hill Road. These are both town roads
and visitors should exercise appropriate caution and
yield to motor vehicles.

The meeting house today is owned by the town of
Rockingham and operated as a museum, open daily
from Memorial Day to Columbus Day. For more in-
formation about the Rockingham Meeting House,
please consult the brochure devoted solely to this
building. Copies of the book, The Old Meeting House
and First Church in Rockingham, Vermont, are also
available for sale at the meeting house.

This walking tour has been researched and printed by the
Rockingham Historic Preservation Commission, a Certi-
fied Local Government Commission according to guide-
lines established by the U.S. Department of the Interior.
The local commission’s goals are to preserve the town's
history and architecture and foster an
appreciation for the past among both residents and
visitors alike. For more information, visit our website at
www.rockbf.org or contact the town
Historic Preservation Coordinator at clg@rockbf.org.
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The vault below

the meeting house
was used to store the
recently deceased
when the ground
was frozen.

An old grindstone from the
days when mills powered
the village sits on the Divoll

property.

© 2018 Town of Rockingham, Vermont
Color photography by Alan Fowler, ©2018
Sepia photos by Paula Sagerman,Vermont Division for Historic Preservation, ©2007
Brochure design by Hunter Studio
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I. Elijah

& and

Hi Mercy

i Knight
House,
9 Meeting
House Road

This home was built circa 1806 and is an excellent ex-
ample of the Federal style, from its symmetrical Geor-
gian plan to the hip roof, molded trim, regularly spaced
windows and front doorway.

Federal style characterizes much of the classical ar-
chitecture built in the newly founded United States be-
tween circa 1780 and 1830. American Federalist
architecture typically uses plain surfaces with detail gen-
erally confined to panels, tablets and friezes.

Elijah Knight was a lieutenant and captain of Ver-
mont military companies and served briefly as Rocking-
ham’s town clerk. He was the town’s first lawyer,
admitted to the bar in 1796. Knight was admitted to the
Vermont Supreme Court in 1803.

-

2. Jehiel
and Mary
Webb
House
and barn,
7 Meeting
House Road

This intact Georgian-
style home is probably
the oldest house in the
historic district as well as
one of the oldest in the
entire town, dating to
circa 1775. The home is an
S = - excellent and rare exam-

ple of a Georgian-style Vermont home. While this style
varies, it is generally marked by symmetry and propor-
tion, with centrally placed front doors. There have been
no major alterations and the front door is original.

The house was built for Jehiel and Mary Webb. Jehiel
(1745-1813) moved to Westminster, Vt., in 1765 and in
1774 purchased 85 acres in Rockingham Village.

The property also contains a circa 1850 English barn,
so called because it was built on the English model of a
three-bay barn, and it is the only barn of that style in the
| historic district.

Vg

and
Marjorie
Odette
House
and
henhouse,
3 Meeting
House Road

This neo-Cape Cod home was constructed in 1941.
The Cape Cod style originated with the colonists who
came from England to New England, and adapted their
traditional British building style to meet the challenge of
Vermont’s harsh winters. Using local materials, settlers
built houses featuring massive central chimneys and
low-ceilinged rooms to conserve heat. Steep roofs mini-
mized the snow load while shutters on the windows
held back heavy winds. The Cape Cod features a sym-
metrical appearance, with the front door in the center of
the house.

The accompanying henhouse was likely built at the
same time as the main block, but was moved in about
1957 to accommodate the relocation of Vermont Route
103, which the home now borders.

4. Jonas
and
Betsey
Fremont
House,

4 Meeting
House Road

Built circa 1851, this 1%-story wood-frame Greek Re-
vival home is one of only two examples of Greek Revival
architecture within the historic district and the only front
gable house. The house was constructed for Jonas and
Betsey Fremont, although there is some confusion over
whether the couple ever actually lived in it.

Greek Revival came into prominence in the late 1700s
and early 1800s as interest in the civilization of ancient
Greece peaked. The style was seen as a celebration of the
~ democratic principles that guided ancient Greece. In Ver-

mont and throughout New England, the side-passage,
front-gable house was introduced, incorporating Grecian
doorway moldings, window frames and columns sup-
porting porch roofs. The National style, as it came to be
known, became the universal fashion for public build-
ings, churches, banks and town halls.

5.
Pleasant
Valley
Grange
Hall,

13 Meeting
House Road

The grange, built in 1908, is a typical example of an
early 20th-century vernacular grange hall. It was built on
the site of an 18th-century Cape Cod-style house that
burned in the fire of 1908. (Before the fire, the grange oc-
cupied a hall in the Lovell Hotel, which also burned to
the ground that year.)

Vernacular architecture, as its name suggests, was a
term given to any construction based on local traditions
and the kinds of construction materials available.

This grange hall is an example of the many granges
that were built around the rural parts of the country after
the national Grange movement formed in 1867.

The building is now privately owned.

and Emily [FSag
Hadwen §
House,

15 Meeting
House Road

This 1%-story Colonial Revival bungalow was con-
structed in 1910 and is a very good example of this style.
Before the devastating fire of 1908, there were four early
19th-century buildings on the property.

Colonial Revival sought to emulate America’s archi-
tecture from the period around the Revolutionary War,
which drew strongly from the Georgian architecture of
Great Britain. Structures are typically two stories, have a
symmetrical front facade with an accented doorway, and
evenly spaced windows on either side of it. The Colonial
Revival Bungalow style is characterized by a square-
shaped main block, pyramidal roof with large hip-roofed
dormer and bracketed cornice, and paired windows.

Chester and Emily Hadwen moved into the home
after spending nearly 30 years working a large farm on
Parker Hill Road, just north of Rockingham Village.

7. Frank

& and Mary
Gammell
House,
19 Meeting
Sy o S House Road

u .I.|I|il|'|':'.'.".'

i)
|

Built circa 1938, this 1%-story wood-frame vernacular
Colonial Revival is virtually symmetrical, with the ex-
ception of the placement of the two front doors. The
home boasts all the attributes associated with a vernac-
ular Colonial Revival and is an excellent example of the
style. The home was built on the site of the Lovell Hotel,
which burned in 1908.

8. Dr.
Alexander
and

Rhoda
Campbell
House,

3

Rockingham
Hill Road

Also known as the “Corner House” since it sits at the
corner of Meeting House and Rockingham Hill Roads,
this is an 1804 Federalist style home. The two-story
building is unusual in that it has an L-shaped main
block with two front entrances, one facing each street.
Judging by the Green Revival doorway facing Rocking-
ham Hill Road, it is believed this section of the L was con-
structed in the mid-19th century.

Campbell moved to Rockingham from Massachu-
setts in 1786 and was one of the town’s earliest physi-
cians. He eventually acquired a great deal of land in
town and was one of the owners of the Green Mountain

9. Middle
School
District
School-
house,
13
e o : s Rockingham
e Hill Road
The brick schoolhouse, called “School No. 3,” was
probably constructed in 1807, on land sold to the Com-
mittee of the “Middle School District in Rockingham” for
$20. However, the deed of sale noted that there was an-
other school on the property already, so this may have
replaced an earlier school on the site. The town at one
time had 19 different schools.

The schoolhouse is probably the oldest surviving
schoolhouse in town. It is also the only brick structure in
the historic district. A wood-frame addition dates to
about 1980, and was built to replace an earlier addition.

The schoolhouse closed in the mid-1950s and was
converted to a private residence.

&

10. John
Cooper
House, 38
Rockingham
Hill Road

John Cooper bought this quarter-acre parcel in 1804
and this modified Cape Cod home was built circa 1805.
It was probably originally a Cape Cod house that faced
south, with different window and door openings. There
is a rear ell and two shed dormers at the front roof slope,
both modern additions.

After Cooper’s death in 1812 the home was sold to a
member of the Pulsipher family. Later land records show
it was purchased in 1873 by an African American woman
named Betsy Jackson, who had been listed in earlier cen-
sus records as a “pauper,” (1850) a washerwoman (1860),
and a domestic servant (1870).

1.

Fay-
Pulsipher
House,
30 Meeting
House Road

This house proved difficult for architectural histori-
ans to date, but it is believed to have been constructed
circa 1812 for John Fay, who operated a blacksmith shop
just northeast of the house. In 1814 Fay sold the house
and shop to David Pulsipher Jr. and Elias Pulsipher, both
descendants of David Pulsipher, one of the first settlers.

The 2¥%-story wood-frame building is a Federal-style
home with Georgian plan, and is an excellent example
of the genre.

12.
Manasseh
and
Charlotte
Divoll
House,
small horse 3
and carriage

This two-story wood-frame Greek Revival was one
of many homes in the village that were constructed and
owned by members of the Divoll family over the years.
Manasseh Divoll (1787-1863) moved to Rockingham
from Massachusetts in 1806.

Divoll began buying property in the village in 1814,
and during his lifetime he probably owned more prop-
erty here than anyone else. The Greek Revival side-gable
house was built circa 1829.

The small horse and carriage barn, constructed circa
1875, is the only historic outbuilding remaining on the

property.




