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“Hello Goodbye” was the #1 song on the charts in 

1968, the way 1968 is described in terms of Politics, 
Activism, Music.  Residents in the District of 

Columbia can say they had to say hello to a new 
normal for the city and goodbye to many stores, 

homes, and the way residents had to live their lives 
in the District.





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rblYSKz_VnI


Mr. Henry’s
To protect the Restaurant the staff placed this sign









Roberta Flack

Before becoming a professional singer-songwriter, Flack returned to Washington, D.C. and taught at Browne Junior High and Rabaut Junior 
High. She also taught private piano lessons out of her home on Euclid St. NW. During this period, her music career began to take shape on 

evenings and weekends in Washington, D.C. area night spots. At the Tivoli Club, she accompanied opera singers at the piano. During 
intermissions, she would sing blues, folk, and pop standards in a back room, accompanying herself on the piano. Later, she performed 
several nights a week at the 1520 Club, again providing her own piano accompaniment. Around this time, her voice teacher, Frederick 

"Wilkie" Wilkerson, told her that he saw a brighter future for her in pop music than in the classics. She modified her repertoire accordingly and 
her reputation spread.  Flack began singing professionally after being hired to perform regularly at Mr. Henry's Restaurant, on Capitol Hill, 

Washington, DC in 1968.

Cited from Wikipedia







http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9jmusgMgro


Interviews
We talked to 7 individuals who worked, were in school, engaged in nightlife and lived in Washington DC during 1968. Their 

stories discuss new relationships, new children, the closing out of school, and even seeing Dr. King the last Sunday he preached 
at the National Cathedral the Sunday before his assassination. The conversation centered around the questions below, as will 

our conversation mirror similar events to the current year.

What was your outlook for 1968 on January 1st of that year?
What were your thoughts of the Beatles?

What comes to mind when you hear "Sitting on the Dock of the Bay"?
What do you remember about the day Dr. King was assassinated? 

The day after the assassination how did Washington DC look/change?
When I say the name Roberta Flack, what comes to mind?

When I say "The Temptations" what comes to mind?
On December 31, 1968, what were your thoughts? 

​



Maxine Mitchell



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSu8U7tsxEg


Eva J. Knight





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQZ39FspbNE


On April 4th, 1968, “Sitting on the Dock of the Bay” 
was the #1 song on Billboard.  Released by Otis 
Redding posthumously, after Redding was killed in a 
plane crash at the age of 26.  This song broke two 
records: a) For Redding, it was his only single to be 
#1 on the Billboard Charts  b) it was the first 
posthumous single to reach #1 on the Billboard 
Charts.   





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTVjnBo96Ug


Phil Portlock



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urHpcDFpJRQ


Dr. Dennis W. Wiley



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWUQe5FeNic


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6D9xXYFqdo


Debra Camphor



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1nyDY8pCu0ey0uZL5dU2byvQvPDneTqFI/preview


Rev. Dr. Sandra Butler Truesdale







https://drive.google.com/open?id=1j75Ewirv_cY2fgAZTTnb5Ea1D2TltFHN

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1j75Ewirv_cY2fgAZTTnb5Ea1D2TltFHN/preview


Jackie Seay
“There was a lot that had happened that gave you a 
feeling of uncertainty about everything, and ‘68 proved 
to be an uncertain year”



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1rafeP-uoDeego7oLgCIktiy2DDul56Vw/preview




On the last day of 1968, "I heard it Through the Grapevine" was on the top of the Billboard charts. This was 
not the first time this song was in the top 10 in 1968. It charted in the top 10 the very first week of 1968 with 
Gladys Knight and the Pips. It topped the charts the last week of 1968 under a different artist...Marvin Gaye. 
A true testament of the metaphoricle "Grapevine" we see that 1968 closed out the year with our stories told 
with different voices. The #10 song was "Cloud Nine" by the new Temptations as the year proved that 
artistic expression caused many groups to revamp and consider different voices, styles and even truths to 
completely tell the stories of those who walked the earth and experience 1968. 
​



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPnZZTVp_2A


Linda Harris



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiU70h2snaA


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35GO2EPoVuE
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