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Memorandum
Tos Regional Director
Froms Superinteandent

Subjects Animal Census Heport

Attached is the subject report 1UBIEl for the calendawx
y-ar 1959 Employee and visitor field observations, ares wilidlife
trols, and pellet transect counts were the mel.ols used
in dntaudni.ng the actual abundance and numericel estimatiu of
wildlife populations.

The New Mexico State Department of Game and Fii: lws
continued operation of the deer pellet transect plot est: M,;,ned in
the fall of 1957. It is hoped to establish additional t:
in the monument smd with availsble time, have our own payu:
frequent check counts on these plots. At present only & ii..s
populstion trend can possibly be determined fram previcic -wnte with
only enctransect plot.

Feral burros still continue iuhsbiting the =0 .:.u areas
of the monument, During the 1959 fall hunting season, s:
and tracks were observed throughout the backcountry on hu patrols
whieh extensively covered all sections south of Frijoles
Porcupines presented a management problem in damage to po:
pinyon trees in and around the campground and picnic use :
however activity has now subsided.

Paul A, Judge
Superintendent

In duplicate
EJWidmer/ejw
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ANNUAL WILDLIFE REPORT FOR BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMINT 1960

T lLatimated No. §
¢ and/or Relative

Species 3 Abundance ¢ Comments

Mamnals

Elk rare, ogcurrence No observations reported this perdod.

sporadic State Department of Came and I'lsh reports
o a small number still present ‘v Santa Fe
Nationgl Forest sdjoining weal boundarye
Muls Deer 600 State pellet transect counts [ roximates
sbundant L7 deer per section, indicsting over
population prevalent. Howeviy, {ypical
brouse vegetation shows no cver-uas)
condltion of animuls goodsy ciscase nile
No over population apperent. = population
comparieon feasible with po.  cilustes
other than relative abundsiv . .o to enly
one transect plot and the fu »iuber of
actual pellet counte. .
Black Bear 10 SBeveral tracks and sume obs: tlong kade
common in various locations throug. .. e :
Monuments No problems of buus incidents -
involving visitors or emple; . is ,

Ringtail common All recorded observations weic de at
night, Uncommon during daytiv..

Skunk common 54111 common, however obaservii:uus less
frequent and campground probloa with
animals no longer exists,

Grey Fex common Several observations made &' ' 't zlong
main entrance road. Andmals ., .. e in
good condition.

Coyote common Observed both daytime and ni_ tiws Two
large packs(L~7) observed ai iilerent
locations, Jenuary and Febyv.:, 1959

Cougar rare, occurrence Tracks observed occasiopally; .o medium

sporadio siged animel reported by viei or in
Frijoles Canyon located in cave above the
Ceremonisl Cave, fall 1959
Boboat rare One visitor cbservation of &uimal

eroseing main entrance road, '« ugt 1958
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Abert Squirrel common Frequently observed in campyround,
Population trend upwards following
1956=57 drought, when obsecvsitions
became infrequent.

Chipmunk common

Copher common

Beaver rare ‘One observation of new cuitligs and
dam construction in Frijo . Canyon
below Lower Falls, Augusi 'l

Porcupine comnon Control efforts instigated 1. past year
to mindmize damage of pin . ‘iound main
visitor use erea. Damage :  ligible
at present time,

Birds

Vulture COXPON Frequent observations duviy: ;umer
monthse

Hawke common Observations reported froquusily

: throughout yeurs

Eagle rere One cbhservation made by visliuy at
refuse dump, August 1958,

Quail rare Two covey's of scaled qui.. cuserved
near fire lookout on mein . ance
road, fall 1959.

Turkey gommon Population appears to be i.oveasing.
Flocks sporadically seen = highway
#L4 sdjacent to boundary. .o flock of
30+ were observed in Capulin Canyon
during & fall hunting pai « , 1959,

Iove common

0wl oommon

Raven common




