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‘ Signs of eomsideradle activisy have

been noticed om the Rio Grande River along the South
Alse, a large colony is at work sbout 3 mile
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above the North boundary in Frijeles Camyom. It i
believed that beaver could be suecessfully stocked

in both the Frijoles and Capulin stresams om the

monument ares and it 1s hoped that this pr-jut my
soon be started,

Mo boboats were seen during the year, 'nuhhm
beem seem gceasionally following alomg the sandy bottoms
of dry arroyos, Because of their moeturmal habits it is
@ite possidle that cur estimate is low, -

None were reported during the past yeer but it is
believed they are still guite numerous om the area, We
attribute the relative searcity of mice around the
hdadquarters area to be due to these cats., = . =
__Again thias seascn these lqurnh have been nbuul
at the higher altitudes om the monument and are rarely
seen near the headquarters. One of the most eommon
experiences is to find them high in the fir or spruce
trees cutting off eomes and dropping them BO to 60 feet
to tha ground, It is ammzing how fast they eam work,

Coyotes are commonly seen along cur entrance roed
and on the ares iteelf, Thelr tracks are very mumerous
following along treils and dry arroyo beds. They seem
to be more prevalent at sltitudes less tham 7000 feet,

During last winter while oa patral the writer ceme
very close to witnessing a battle betwesn & duck and four
coyotes. Riding slomg the trail through yellow pine-
mountein mahogeny-pinyon-juniper cove s the rider
suddenly heard a great commotion about nih to the right.
Such barking and yelping the writer had never defore heard,
The noise came from = shallow csnyom, The battle had
ended before arrival at the seens of the fray, but a clear
record was left in the smow, The coyotes had eneircled
the buck and had approached him from all directions
simul taneously, thereby cornering him. There was ample
evidence of the ensuing ekirmish dut X saw no signs of
blood, As far as could be determimed the eoyotes finally
gave up and went on their way, leseving the deer, which
had leisurely left the seceme, Tracks did not inillsate
that the coyeotes intended to resume the attack, I em
quite certain thet my presenee was not knowm at the end
of the fight eand that the buck hed bested his spponmnts.

: Two ptnh were mede after fresh spowfalls for the
parpose of attempting wildlife estimates. One was made
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on the morning of Hovember £l sad the other en Jammary 19,
Figuring from the results of these counts we mow believe
there arethout(270)mile deer om the area, It is eommon

to observe the deer on clmost all portioms of the momument,
tat they are most numerous in end mear Capulim and Frijoles
Cenyons. Both of these annu have nnh‘ nrom of
nm m nu- around,

4 nwummnuuboﬁ mw«m-——n.
Hunters vreport comparative ¢ese in obtaining thelr limits
ia the flate aleoag the Rio Grud. nuoy to the east of
dellm el F o EEPRRR L w

m-utnonm report of elk on the Pandelier
aren, In esrly May of this year 28 elk were introduced -
to the higher Jemsz mountains to the nerth end sastef
the monpumsnt by the State Fish
July 9 the tracks of a bull and eow elk were observed
on trails im the upper portions of A
16 four mlles were seen in the lower snd of Alewo
near our southern boundary, We shall watch with keeam
interest the nttnnu otthn- nowsomers during the
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Y grey rnn were seen du-iu the year, At one time
S were seen together seear the tealus houss yuins pesr the
hesdquarters, The grey foxes which have been seen
appeared %0 be relatively unafraid of humen Presense..
one wep ssen to leisurely eross the trail just ahead of
e mounted patrolling ranger, He stopped for just a moment
to serutinize the ranger and then econtimued, unconcerned,
about his business,

The fox mentioned in last yeer's report end which
grovled at people et night was back agein this suumer and
caused visitors some enxiety en several ecocsaioms., He
was elosely obeerved thie swmer on only one oscecasion,

~ . 'Taie was the only red fox reported and 1% is believed
- s sbhat thrdtmnmmmdbnthnthom
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R -y seasrsivoncr i grwasing <o oy B
. pone were reported on the momument.

These jaye are very mumerous at this altitude from
September to Jume. Aleng in June they go to the higher
country and ere not seen much until about September 1.
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Lion, mowmtals 10 None were seen this year, (n seversl oeccasions
tracks were reported to have beem seem in and near
Capulin Canyon,

Pigion, hand 4 Rare None reperted this year,

Poreupine 30 1 poreupine seen in Frijoles Canyom ia July.
Considerable signs of where they had beem eating bark
from pine trees have been seen om almost all sections
of the area, They work on the pinyoms and cottomwoods
in addition to the yellow pine.

Racaoom 10 1 raccoom seen om entrance road outside monument
boundaries,
Rattlennnkon Common Rattlers are numerous along the Rio gQramde River

on the South boundary, ) was seen near the ruins trail
in the headquarters area, Several have beem reported

on the emtrence rosd, Roed workers at work om the nmew
road through the Otowi section report rattlemmakes to be
very numerous in that area, puring the summer a deep
trench was dug for a water pipe line and part of the time
the 10" pipe was laying uncovered im this trench.

workers reported that the rattlers im large mumbers would
seoure themselves umder this pipe during the night,

Skunks {ommon Numerous inm campground snd hendquarters area,

pouirvel , Adert  Common Yound on all sections of the momament and elways a
delight to visitors.

Squirrel, Groc | Gommon

Tarkey, Morrica 28 18 turkeys were seen in one flock nesar base csmp
in Cepulin Csnyon just before Christmas, visitors have
reported seeing large flocks inm the higher altitudes
west end north of the monument during the summer,

™e eotine 12 presented above are made mostly from gemeral obsexvance by
visitors and povvesnt personnal, from ranger and fire-guard patrel, and from
two wildlife counis made last winter., The winter counts threw mew light on our
dosr of tuntion, The establishment of the Rabbit Mountain preserve on the
north and west oldes hes
tais year for the first time.

vest
Park Ranger,



