Bandelier National Monument

Annual Wildlife Report _
e v sp months of 1962 produced 21 inches of snow and 5.53 inches

3 of ¢r o »itation whiech did much to gontinue the amazing inerease in
! the o g of wildlife to be seen in the Monument. Mule deer are in
f abuotio g, Rear are beooming more commonly seen in the backeountry
i mr! o - Yarplam's Wild Turkey appesrs to be on the increase. Xk

| foe o cocagsionally seen in the backeountry,

1

A Trat Migh exists here in the wildlife situetion and whieh should
ba 1 while reading this report is that the presence of the lar-
ger o vels and the turkeys fluctuates greatly with the seasons. 1In

gar v omer the larger animals meke thelr way to the Righer eleva-

| tio ,500' §o 10,000') outside of the Monument, ‘This accounts for

: the “ively few animals seen by visitors and Rangers on patrol

I Buy e summer months., The animals make their way back into the

; fon »ievations during September and October and are more readily

8 (2T

| e o0 teat number of animals are observed in the Momument during the

} wordi oo November to March. However, deer can now be seen in the

| Hat . Tors area ot any time of the year, It has been noticed that

' the ston snd weight of the male deer seems to be greater now than it

] wae oo op fhpge years ago, which can possibly be attributed to more

: g ey food eonditions.
Tho e 2tong of two male deer were found on the Frijolitos Mesa south Awmmﬂs
of too fearters and the cause of death is not known. The skeletal ﬂf(
ptrneiness ywere complete and not torn apsrt as they would be if they die ',
hast o« Zeath by & predator, A dead doe was found in back of the
Leden.  "hs death was caused by apparent old age.

! o hoee o major animel feeding problems, such &s the bear at Yellow-

=1 ohough the sltunk problem in the campground during the summer
ining and the animals are becoming quite bold, At first the
tyant the daytime and nooturnal visits of these nonchalsnt

@ m8 a novelty, but after a number of visits of a quite f{riend-
~#, they are considered more of a nuisance. It 1s apparent that
wen of aontrol will have to be taken to alleviate this pressure

= erkmd by the skunks on the campers,

A rore poneentrated effort will be made this summer to study the bubbos
in th2 southeastern corner of the Monument. This study has long been
negleeted and 18 needed to reslly determine the amount of burro-deer
competition and the amount of damage being done to the range.

A door transect wes esteblished on Burnt Mesa and the transeot estab-
lished by State Game Department has been located and will be re-estab-
1ished te help determine the number of deer on the Monument.
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"y been a definite inoresase in the number of Merriams Turkey on
«mant. They have been observed in Frijoles €anyon, on top of
- along Highway 4 and in the backoountry.

iy gratifying 1s the amount of wildlife reported in 1962 in
~shad Otowl Section. Deer sre c¢ommon, bear were reported seve
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" Tem, ap well as the coyote, fox and turkey. '™his Improvement

114141fe situation in the Otowl Section is due largely to the
‘rtd enfopecement of geme regulations on the ARC Los Alamos pro-
© o more frequent patrols by the Rangers.

‘ntad mmbers in the following census are based on four wild-
wols made during the winter and reports from visitors. HBEach
wng made after a fresh snowfall. A careful check was made of

“»> gnd amount of terrain covered and a record made of the track
‘el count for that area. It was then estimated how much more

type of sountry there was on the Monument and then the appro-
«ifiplioation was made to give an estimate for the entire
insluding the detached Otowl Seotion.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ANNUAL WILDLIFE REPORT

Gubipit in trisdicste o the Regional Director who will submit the report in duplicate to WASO. Use symbols in Columns 3 and 4
as follows: M7 iIVE POPULATION: Abundant Generally (AG); Abundant Locally (AL); Common Generally {CG); Common
Locatly (0 ) o0 (1) Infrequent (1), POPULATION TREND: Up (U); Static (5); Down (D). See reverse for detail explanation of
symbols, f olf o ortont facts on wildlife have not been covered, a narrative report should be prepared as outlined on the reverse.
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