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VENOFANDUY for the Superintendent,
Southwestern Xaticnal AMonuments.

Refererce is made to your memorandum of Novembor 28, 1942 re~
garding information requested by kr. Cahalane relative to bat flights
from a cave in Bandelier YNational Konument.

As I was in Coolidge during the month of August, little infor-
metion other than that given by Acting Custedian Eden in the August
morthly report can be furnishede. The cave in questifn is located
in the oliff above the extreme wost end of the Long licuse Fuin in
Frijoles Canyon. The cave ls located in the steep 0liff sprroximately
fifty foet above the ground surface. It is dnaccessible without the
use of fire ladders or aspecial egquirment. There is no record of anyons
over having reached it or explored it. b

Weo have known for several years that numbers of bats inhabited
the cave. 3Bat Guano to the depth of several inches is deposited —
below the entrance each yoar. whether the bats were so unusually
mimercus this year as to be noticed or whether their flights have
taken place in perviocus years is hot known. The flight wes discovered
quite by accident thias year by seasonal ranger who took a party to
the ruins just at duske The flight wae s0 unusual that after the
discovery, a number of interested parties were taken to ths cave

expedially to-witness thofiights

_% The flight s deseribed by witnesses ss lastiny several mimuhes
during whioh time thcusands of bats poured from the cave.

ﬂwmﬁi&;nrhw knowledge of s simller cave located mbout

& quarter of & mile above the Urrer ralls of the FriJoles and a E’E‘S
‘and & half below the lieadguarteras Altho mess flights have never

been witnessed from thls cave, large deposits of guano attest to the
mmber of bata occupying the tretreat. It might be added that orevices
and cracks in the canyor walls throughout tha monument are known to

be utilized by bats.




No specirens have been taken and no inforzatiocn is available
- a8 to speciecs, eto. - lioxt season, studies will carried on if possible
to legrn more of the bats at Eandeliere.

Custocdian.




