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ﬁith roferanca to your uanorandun—of aeptenhar 11 ragarding tha zeneral
subject of boundary studies for ereaa in flezion Three, I feel that Custodian
Thomas has made an excellent analysis of the problem for Bandelier Wational
Yonument in his memorandum of November 9., I concur generally in his comments
and raqommcndntlons, but would not go so far &5 to suggest tha possible study
as 1t relates to the southaest uorilon of the monument.

The area, mentionsd by Yr, Thomas, in the northasst peri of the Ctowd

detached section has, in my cpinion, little value for weodcatting or yrazing.
Secause of the lack of water, it can only be utilized for- ;razing during the
winter months when thors is snow on the gsround. However, for administrative
reasons, I would strongly faver ellminating this area from the National

Monument.

With reforence to the southeastsrn portion of the National Monurent

mentioned, at the time the entrance road was constructed into ¥rijoles

Canyon, there was considersvle adverse comment in Santa Fe and vicinity that
this Service had ruined the National Yonument. It mas pointed out by
various Service officialas that this road opened up only a small portion of
the monument and that the remalining ares would be retained in its primitive
stata lfer the enjoyment of visitors, I belisve there would be conziderable
advarse corment by intereated indivicuals and cocservationists if we attampt
to zive up thiz section even thouzh we proposed to edd a considerabls arsa
at the sane time, The southwest corner ¢f the monument, although it has
teen subject to some trespass as ve have not had an sdequate protection
force, is bSeautiful primitive country and serves as an excellent buifer strip
for the remaining area., In ny opinion, it should be retained. It is now
fenced in its entirety and any adjustment of the boundary would require the
removal of the existing fence and the ruaplacement of this fence along the
new boundary, which would probably cost In the nel hborhoed of [4,000.

“or & number of years, it has been my opinion, alon; with certain
farvica officiala and Individuals, that the Inclusion of at least a pertion
of the old Tamon Vigil Jrant in the monument would te desirable If a favor-
able opportunity ever presented itself, Certainly, the arca merits careful

field study.

The Raton Vigll Crant was purchased by ths Resettlement Administration a




%

number of years turned over to the Indian 3erv for
! Later, the administration was placed under the Foreat
Service., Immediatel effort was st—the land for grazing

and place 1t under permit. Most of this grant is not too valuable for

grazing land e, due tO the scarcity of water, a large part of it can be
used only during the winter season when there is snow on the ground. COCver

a year ago, the Army Pngineers recommended the elimination of grazing on

a part of the former srant and paid the permittees a sum for their zrazing
rights. At that time, most of the jrazing was elimirated and the area will
probably continue in this status until after the war., Should the Bational
Park Service ever take over a part of this grant, it would a,;ear that after
the war would be the logical time since practically all grazing use haa been
tenporary eliminated.
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