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Sul>ject: Campfire Policy - laekcountry 

Over the past two years, there has be a growin concern within the Resource 
M ag ent Divi ion about how to ..._ .. _ .• , · and 1.Dh\ '. , the impact of back,-
c:ountry c pfir • Fire rings are o of th most ob signs of h 
iu the wildeTI1eee area 'but due t.o the long tand,ing relatiouhip between camp­
fir• and cam.piag, it has DOt been a ailllple matter to eUmiaate thia imJ,act. 
Howev r, times and attitud c!lange and h.!;ve created an atm.o phere wherein 
campfire rutrlctions are iacreaaing~y nee sary and acceptable. 

Backcountry visitors have prov th lvea receptive to variOQ c ping ad 
hikiag regulations imposed on_ them ia_ the of re9-0urce protectiOII. We 
regulate party number, lngtha of ■tay, overnight cam.ping, and even fire 
bulldilJg during high fire danger period■, with little or no di■pute from 
visitors. Conacieatio1111 uttei:e rec.ogni~e that increasing preasura ma wild-
ern. • area require cone ions OIi their part for the quality of these 
ar to continue. 

There are ma.ny argwiisente for regulatiug aga1.at open f iree baaed 011 ecological 
ccmaequence but the indisputable ~ttom line is that ash bupa, 1:»lack d 
roc-b, unuaed firewood am llllburo.ed garbage do 11o~ing to enhuee the ecology 
or the aeethetiea of back.country area■ • 

In coaaideriag ratricti011B, we are~ m way setting a darilag prec dent.- The 
problem :La being recognised aza4 dealt with J,y resource gers across the 
country. Accorcltng to a study conducted by the Inte ounta.iD Forest aacl 
Range Experiment Station in 1979, 15.% of all exiating ud prcpoaed vilderneae 
areas pr ently prohibit open fir... According to a study conductad thie 

er by SCA Susan Keydel, 31% of 73 _ aampled wild meas area prohibit op• 
fir•. Mauy more reas r trict fir .. ill certain eon or duri•g certain times 
of the year. 
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Based on thi• growing precedent and on four years experience in the Baadelier 
backcountry, I recotmnend that open lira be prohibited in three high u e 
areas: Frijolea canyon, Capulin Canyon, and Turkey Springs. Th .. e are 
area• where campfire rings are. proliferating, where quality campsites are 
at a premium, and where it~ie difficult to visibly shield campeit from 
the trails. One prohibited, 11 existing fire rings in these areas should 
be rehabilitatad. 

By prohibiting campfire■ in th9111e high use areu, we will be in effect, 
naturally disperaing aom use ~o oth ~ ar , particularly the mesa top 
zone■• Them•••• offer many quali~y campsites well away from the trails. 
Increaaed camping on the mes.- will also help to relieve waste diaposal 
pressures aloi'II the canyon watercourse•· 

On argument against prohibit~ng open fir .. is the problem of enforcament. 
However, if th primary concerti is to protect tlie ayironmeu~, this becomes 
an invalid point of contention. Even a compliance level of 50% of tho• 
U8 rs who would normally bui~d fires, is better than the condition which 
presently exi•t•. 

I do not believ we are at a crisis point. but the problem i• growing. 
Other areas have wa.ted too late and have found that deterioration occur■ 
at a much more rapid rate than raeoyery. Let's take a les•on from what 
others have learu d and apply &Clll• _farsighted managfllllent techniquea to the 
campfire problem dw loping iu the Bandelier backcountry. 

E. Fred Patton 
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