
DDT AND THE SPRUCE BUDWORM 

INSECTICIDE WAR 

TO BE WAGED 

NEAR LOS ALAMOS 

AGAINST TINY 

FOREST KILLERS 

Obviously concerned about public 
opinion, the U. S. Forest Service last 
week. called o oews conference In San­
ta Fe to explain why it will be necessary 
starting in the next few days, to 5pray 
nearly a half million acres of New 
Mexico forests wnh DDT. 

Chief couM, of their concern is Ro• 
chef Carson's recently-published best· 
selling book "Silent Spring.'' a well• 
documentod lnd!ctmont of the u:se of 
insecticides. 

If they didn't qucinch all doubt.s about 
possible adver~ effects the poison 
might have on fhh, wildlife ond hu­
mans, the Forest Service officials pre• 
sented a.n all bul ind!sputable ccise for 
the need of spraying ot this time. 

Dahl Kirkpatrick, assistant regional 
forester for timber management from 
Albuquerque, sold 470,000 acres of the 
Carson and Santo Fe National Forests 
west of the Rio Grande River are ln­
festE?,d by the tiny spruce budworm. The 
caterplllars hove already killed many 
fir and spruce trees. The Infestation ex• 
tends to the fringes of Los Alamos. 

The forest Service had hoped rhar 
noturci enemies would control the bud­
worm, Kirkpotric::k :mid, but .studio~ over 
the post several years have shown thot 
chemical control is nece"°ry "to giv .. 
ncirure a helping hand." 

Conrrory to ii-' name, tho sprute bud­
warm prefers the needles of fir to 
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,prvce. Tha groody c::c:;:itcrpillQr~ o,o not 
restricted to New Mexico, but are 
found in most of the United Stale$ Qnd 
Canada. 

After the 1.5 to 20-doy .pray opera. 
tlon, Kirkpatrick said, the Forest Serv• 
lee is confident the lnfesl<ltion In New 
Mexico will be controlled and no oddi­
tionol spraying will be necessory for at 
least ~veral years. 

This year's spraying is not a new 
program but is cm extension of ooe 
begun last spring when 445,000 acres 
of infested fir and spruce east of the 
Rio Grcinde was sprayed by airplanes 
and helicopters. Klrkpotrick ~aid more 
than 98 per cent of the budworms in 
that Sangre de Crisro orea were killed 
and they ore now completely under 
control. 

This yea,, only helicopters will be 
used In spraying the toresls. They will 
at times be seen from Los Alamos in the 
early mornings when spraying areas al­
most adjacent to the community. Those 
worlcln9 on the Sc:;:into Fo Notlon,;il Fo,­
est will operate out of the Sanlo Fe 
Airport. Helicopters spraying Co,~n . 
Notional forest will be based in Ala­
mosa, Colorado. Conrracto,!C have been 
selected ro perform the spray missions. 

The Federal Pest Control Review 
BoQrd, headed by Chairman Rol.lert J. 
Anderson, MD, U. S. Deportment of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, re­
viewed the project and opproved ii on 
May 9. 

The spray will be applied from rhe 
air at the role of one pound of DDT in 
a gallon of fuel oil per acre. At rh is 
mixture, Forest Service people say, rhe 
DDT is unlllcely to harm wildlife . As 
added safety measures, strips will be 
left unsprayed along lakes, streams, 
and meadows; only one-half pound of 
DDT per acre will be us9d odjocenl to 
un~proyed atrips; spray op.,rollons wtll 
be stopped whenever the wind is blow­
Ing more than six mile, per hour. 

The Forest Service will make obs8r­
votlon, on both fl&h and wildllfo oftor 
the spraying program is completed. 
Kirkpatrick said a careful survey wm 
made on the possible effocr of DOT 

~pray on tha fhh caught In rhe areoa 
sprayed la~t year. He sold no flsh ware 
kllled. 

The Boca location, 0 100,000-acre 
square tract, almoat fn the middle of 
the infosted Santa fo forest area, and 
two smaller prlvately•own&d o,aos n&or 

Eo9le Nest, will not be sprayed. Forest 
Servii=e officials exploined that the gov­
ernment can spray prlvato aroo1 only 
if the owners will pay 75 p@r cttnt of the 
cost$ and the owner~ have refu~d. 
Costs are estimated at $1 per aero. 

Kirlc.potrk:k said the budworm has 
desfroyed more timbor than hovo fore,t 
tires In the last docade. Ho 1C1ld tho 
spraying must be done In a period of 
about 20 days when the budwarm11 In 
the larva stage, are feeding. 

Among those supporting the pro• 
gram is Dr. Stanley J. Leland, state 
hoahh direclor, Dr . LolQnd ~old the 
spraying pOSt1$ no threat ta humans 
,aither through <liroct c::anfqct with tho 
DDT· or by eatiog wildlife which ha~ 
came i11lo con1i:1ct with th@ ,pray. 

"I'm here to deny that Rochel Carson 
ever existed," Dr. Leland told ihe L.ASL 
News, upon his arrival ot the new, con• 
ft1rence. 

Mo11rlr Q hqlf 91111ian --- af 11Clfflletlll Haw 
Muico wlll be 1proy.d with DDT rt.la 111011rii to 
kill tpruce bvdwo, .. II~• th_, Thi. phokl11rqph 
CJnd that on our cover Wtr• fqli•n br Julie 
Langham, H-00, tll•o~11h o •k•~· 


