LASL NEWS,

DDT AND THE SPRUCE BUDWORM

INSECTICIDE WAR
TO BE WAGED
NEAR LOS ALAMOS

AGAINST TINY
FOREST KILLERS

Ohbviously concerned about public
opinion, the U. S. Forest Service last
week called a news conferenca In San-
ta Fe to explain why it will be necessary
starting in fthe nex! few days, to spray
nearly a half million acres of New
Mexico farests with DDT.

Chlef cause of their concern is Ra-
chel Carson’s recently-published beast-
selling book “Silent Spring,” a well-
documented indictment of the use of
insecticides.

If they dida‘t quench all doubts about
possible adverse effects the poison
might have on fish, wildlife end hu-
mans, the Forest Service officials pre-
sented an all but indisputable case for
the need of spraying ot this time.

Dahl Kirkpatrick, ossistant regional
forestar for timber management from
Albuquerque, said 470,000 acres of the
Carson and Santa Fe National Forests
west of the Rio Grande River are In-
fested by the tiny spruce budworm. The
caterplllars hove already killed many
fir and spruce trees. The Infestation ex-
tends to the fringes of Las Alamos.

The Forest Service had hoped rhat
natural enemies would control the bud-
worm, Kirkpatrick said, but studies over
the past several years have shown that
chemical control is necessary “to give
nature a helping hand.”

Contrary 1o its name, the sprute bud-
worm prefers the needles of fir to
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spruce. Tho greody catarplllars are not
rastricted to New Mexico, but are
found in mast of the United Siates and
Canada.

After tha 15 to 20-day spray opara.
tlon, Kirkpatrick said, the Forest Serv-
lce is confident the infestation In New
Mexico will be controlled and ne addi-
tional spraying will be nscessary for at
least several years.

This year's spraying is not a new
program but is an extension of one
begun last spring when 445,000 acres
of infested fﬁ' ond spruce east of the
Rio Grands was sprayed by airplanes
and helicopters. Kirkpatrick said more
than 98 per cent of the hudworms in
that Sangre de Criste area were killed
and they ore now complately under
control,

This year, only helicopters will be
vsed In spraying the forests. They will
at times be seen from Los Alamos in the
oarly mornings when spraying areas al-
most adjacent to the community. Thase
warking on the Santa Fe Natlonal Far-
est will operate out of the Santa Fe
Airport. Helicopters spraying Carson
National Forest will be based in Ala-
mosa, Colorado. Contractars hava baen
selected 10 perform the spray missions.

The Federal Pest Cantral Review
Board, headed by Chairman Rabert J.
Anderson, MD, U. S. Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, re-
viewed the project and opproved it on
May 9.

The spray will be applied from the
alr at the rate of one pound of DDT in

a gallon of fuel oil per acre. At this *

mixture, Forest Servica people say, the
DDT is unlikely 10 harm wildlife. As
added safely measures, strips will he
left unsprayed along lakes, streams,
and meadows; only one-half pound of
DDT ger acre will ba ussd adjacent to
vnaprayed strips; spray operations will
be stopped whenever the wind is blow-
Ing more than six miles per hour,

The Forest Service will make obser-
vations on both fish and wildlife after
the spraying program is completed.
Kirkpatrick said a careful survay was
made on the possible effect of DOT

spray on tha fish caught In the areas
sprayed last year, He said no fish were
killed.

The Bacag Location, a 100,000-acra
square tract, almost in the middle of
the infested Santa Fe forest area, and
two smaller privately-owned araas naar
Eagle Nest, will not be sprayed. Forest
Service officials explained thoi the gov-
ernment can spray private areas only
if the owners will pay 75 par cent of the
costs and the owners have refusad.
Costs are estimated at $1 per acre.

Kirkpatrick said the budworm has
destrayed more timbar than hava farest
fires in the last decade. He said the
spraying must be done In a period of
abour 20 days when the budwarma, in
the larva stage, are feeding.

Among those supporting the pro-
gram is Dr. Stanley J. Leland, state
health director. Dr. Loland said the
spraying posas no threat to humans
either through direct contact with the
DDT ‘or by eating wildlife which has
cama infa contact with the spray.

“I’m here to deny that Rachel Carson
ever existed,” Dr. Leland told jhe LASL
News, upon his arrival at the news con-
ference.

Nourly a halt willian acres of northera New
Morico will ba sprayed with DDV this month fo
kill spruce budwarma {lke Ihese, This phetograph
and that on our caver were taken by Julle
Ltangham, HDO, theough a microscape.
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