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Dear :ir: 

Reterencs is :::nda to 70:.u- latter of .:ece;;:b r ::n, L~9 in reg3rd to 
the con~truction or a f'ire lookout at Bandelier. I t~ink -:he :;,ro ::osnl ::!n 
exc3llen t one. The f':ict of tlla :na tt~r is that :,'ai-d and. I discussed t i e 
matter at scme length when l -»as 1:: tho reci cnal office in Decsr:-:ber. l 
ha.d in ::iind to wri ta to :,ou of s:1c!l a ::,ropcsal soma tL:e last f'all and 
when :1a.rd bro'..!gbt the ::ia.tter ur,, l was glad that acme ona else had been 
thinking of 1 t. 

~e inf'orm.11.y sotmcied Ikr. RitcHe out on t'je .::attar. 51s i r~.medi3.te 
reactio~, of cour~e was that it should &a hidden or ] laced on the floor 
o! ~nyan sanewhere, ·,mt I tl-1ink: he can ':le rec:Jnciled to t ~: e ~D!)etructior., 
1:f' we can work out something tl:at will not be too objectionable from the 
standpoint of design. 

~"1.lch as I would hate to see wildernesses ruined ~Y Lan .:ta.de kprove­
raents ar spots of' scenic beauty altered by addition of roods etc., I think 
a lo:Jkout station should be -:i:hezaeiit71here it ,Till be most efficient -
right out i~ f::-on~ of Go<l and every body. I should like to have it loc~ted 
close to the road, in sig::lt of t .1e road and at sue:: a J lece as visi to::::·s 
would be encouraged to look at and vi::::it it and look around t~:.e sur::--m.mc.i:r:g 
country frQ:· it. I think :protectian dis one of the first considerations of 
~ark Service ?olicy and is not a thi~g to ma.ke excuses for or do half-hearted­
ly. 1 believe that one ot our best opportunities for putt ing across tte 
idea :pr-:>tecting our sacred arena would be to have a lookout in plain sig _t 
were peo!)le might go easily and see j ust what we are trying to do. I feel 
that it we could take a tibsi:tor to e. look out, show hin the country we are 
tr~'ing to guard, show him the precautions we are taking and let hire know 
we are really more than a bunch of unifor=ied, hardboiled coJs he would go 
away with a greater teeling of pride in the National .?ark Service anc. a 
greater teeling of his own rssponsibility in preventing fires, guarding 
aga.inet conr-~.ercialism, senti.ment against vandalisz:. than all t '.~e lee :urine, 
posters, signs, rules and regulations and penal~ies that we coul.::. _possibley 
formulate. 
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Understand, I am ~Dd.~U10JCIM.tl'\.«l'ND1MEmr:ie h1d6oue mecbsnisz:i 
on the can.ran rim, build ~hW~ ~d .... ~,R1iA~king lot so that the auto 
a1gbt seer could drive to~1t•~11n~• llfll 8'#3-~1<t£?a wheel vhile he putted a 
tag and took a d1a:1interested glance around over the coun~J side. ibat 
I am trying to put across 1a that I want the lookout where 1 t will be 
moat useful, where the ,ublic ~ see 1 t and use it, and let the branch 
ot .Plans and Des1€')1 design its mechnnical ap;::-earance so that 1 t will be 
least objectionable and least 1.nharamrloua to the lendsca!)e. That is 
'fJJ3 perhaps warped idea at the ru.nction of the b'!"ar.ch of plans; not to tall 
us '2hat we can have and C!l!l't have in an edt:dn.istrativl.3 way but to hel:p 
U8 .fit thoss tz:ings into the achene of tb.i:::'l.gs so ~s to l~st mr tte 
natural settings or t :.:e area • 

.Excuse me 1 3oss,for l.etti~g ott all t~o steam. ?er::ia;s I had battar 
have 1 aft 1 t tor t he diary, but any,iay I got 1 t orr =r.;- chest. I thi:r:k 
a :prizmry lool:o:it at t!1e point mrd has in mind, a :f'oot :;,a.th to it f''!'cn 
the road and a srn!ill sign and turnout close to t~e road (not close to the 
lookout j would have many advantages and 19 certainl:, Just11"1ed. 1 should 
like vary JiD:lCb; to he.vs it built before the tarmi.ne.tion of tb.a Ce.Iilp. 

Respectf'ull::;, 

Chester ,\. Thomas 
Acting Cust:dian 


