DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

January 4, 19@&

Superintendent Fmank Pinkley
Southwdstern Sational ‘onuments
Coolidge, Arizona
Dear Cir:

Refserenca is made to 7our letter of Zscamb r 21, 1.Z9 in regard to
the construetion of a fire lookout at Bendslier. I taink *he pro-osal =n
exczllant one. Tha fact of the matter is that Jard 2nd I discussed ihe
matter at scme lsngth when I was ir the ragicnal office in Decermber. 1
had in =zind to write to you of such a oropcsal soms ti:e last fall and
ween Ward bro:ught the maister up, I was glad that sume one slse zad besn
thinking of it.

e informally sounced ¥r. Ritchie out on the matter. Zils irmedizte
reactior, of cource was that it should ®e hidcen or -laced on the floor
of canycn somewners, out I think he can be recocnciled to the epmsetruction,
if we can work out something tiat will not be too objactionable frcom the
standpoint of desig.

¥uch as I would aste to sce wildernesses ruinsd by man made improve-
ments or spots of sceanic beauty altered by addition of roads etc., I think
a lockout station should be “ibem$editwhere it will be most efficient -
right out iz front of God and every body. I should like to have it located
close to the road, in sig:t of the road and at such o nl=ce =8 visitors
would be encouraged to lock at and visit it and lock arournd the surrounding
country fra: it. 1 think protection &s one of the first considerations of
Park Service Policy and is not a thing to meke excuses for or do half-hearted-
ly. I believe that one of our bast opportunities for puttirng across the
idea protecting ocur sacred areas would be to have a lookout in plain sig:'t
vhere people might go easily and see just what we are trying to do. I fesel
that if we could take a ¥isktor to a look out, show him the country we are
trying to guard, show him the precautions we are taking and let him know
we are really more than a bunch of uniformed, hardboiled cozs he would go
away with a greater feeling of pride in the Netional Park Service and a
greater feeling of his own rasponsibility in preventing fires, guarding
against comrercislism, sentiment against vandalism than 21l the lectiuring,
posters, signs, rules and regulations and panaliies that we coulc possiblsy
formulate.
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Understand, I amrrRDelvERatAroONmtMoONDMENP® hidéous mechanism
on the canyon rim, build da bi ing lot so that the auto
sight seer could drive to%ég?g .-&‘L’l fuexices wheel while he pufZed a
fag and tcok a disninterested glance around over the country side. Fhat
1 am trying to put across is that I want the lookout wmhere it will be
most useful, where the public can see it and use it, and let the branch
of Plans and Design desi¢n its mechaniczl apsearance so that 1t will be
least objectionable &nd least inharoomious to the landscaps. That is
my perhaps warped idea of the function of the branch of plans; not to tell
us what we can have and can't have in an sdninistrative way dut to help
us fit thoss tiings into the scheme of things so as to le=st mar tre
natural settings of i:e area.

Bxcuse ma, Boss,for letting off all the steam. Jerhaps I had better
nave laft it for the diary, but anysay I got it off =y chest. 1 thirk
a primary lookout at the point ¥mrd has in mind, 2 foot path to it frcnm
the read and a smll sign and turnout close to *‘16 road (not close +o the
lookout would have many advantages and is csrtainly Justifiied. 1 szould
like very mch to have it built before the tarminetion of the camp.

Respectfully,

Chester A. Thomas
Acting Custcdian




