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Suryey of upper l'rijoles Canyon for poaaible 
over-use of this r•iion by deer 

With the thou ht in aind that we might have inherit d an 
area that would r ult in wildlife problems, trip WR6 
m de on September 19 into the upp r Frijoles Canyon which 
had be n dded to Bandelier National Monument in May of 
tbia ye r. 

The land ha been under the control of the Atomic Energy 
Comai aion nd baa not been open to travel for aany years; 
consequently, no hunting has been allowed. 

Before undertaking the trip, it was discussed with Super­
intendent He nson nd emb r of his staff, at which time 
it was decid d to invite New Mexico Game and Fish person­
nel and For et Service representatives. Those making the 
trip were Edward L ng, As istant Chief of Game Management, 
and Biolo~iat Walter Snyd r of New Mexico Game aud Fish 
Departmenti .llr . David Patton , Wildlife Biol gist o:f the 
Forest Service; Park Ranger Charles Rown of Bandelier , and 
I. Tran portat1on was upplied by the New Mexico Gam an.d 
Fish Department. 

1'be trip started from the upper end of the Canyon next to 
the main road (Highway No . 4). At the present there is 
not developed trail into the upper end of the Canyon so 
we picked our way do~n tlrough the boulders to the Canyon 
floor. 

Particular attention waa given to conditions of the prin­
cipal brow■e apecles to deteraine if there had ever been 



an1 evere over-utilisation that would havo sug1ested a 
build-up aud die-off of a deer berd. There••• no evi­
d nee which would h v• sugc sted such a ituation. The 
C nyon is not uaed a a mi1ratory route because of the 
prec1p1toua upper end; the animals cannot go aoroas the 
Canyon because of the cliffs on either aide. A few deer 
apparently coa• in from the lower end and u■• the Canyon 
as a ■u-•r ranse. Two deer were si1bted nd tracks of 
four others recorded. 

After the trip each repre entatiYe gave hi■ opinion of range 
condition and the un niaoue co1111Mnt was that there bad 
never been any exo • iv• unplate populations ia the Can­
yon and that pre ent utilization is nil. Traaeects would 
be of no use at this tiae so none wlll be• tabliehed. 
If a trail 1• opened through the upper Canyon to connect 
with the ••in road, a new ai1ration route ■ight become 
eetabli•hed. Thia ■isht bring more deer into the middle 
and lower end of Frijole Canyon and could add to the pre­
sent proble■ on the utilisation of the princip 1 brow•• 
species. 

(SIGNED) 

Stanley B. Broaan 
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