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Tt e Director,
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Darr M rector:

er  Wild Life of Baundelier
Hutlonal Monumant, New Kexico

oreh @7 and '8 wers apent in Pondelier Retlonal Fomument.
The twenty-elghth. Custodlen K. 0\, Zvencsteod, Lyle Bemnett ond I
hiked over the mepe portion of the monvment from ¥»ifolex Canyon to
Meme Conyon, Tor geveral m'lep sloay the clm of flemo end back he
Yriinlen, geintng theraby o crose zection vlew of condlilonz In the
glebeany ~ortlon of the momiment,

Charnctarintic veentstion of the sres s (vee Fig:s,) :
ronderose ride forept with an under-s=tory of _aniver (soouloraw mand
negldentelig) Cowrnie, Luercus o verizis soeclee, .0i0un roug,

lenc. ior, Sollx of worious species, numerous Cagtl inu o denge
staad of ¥ountsain Mnhlenbergie -- & t:11l viilety of coscia bunch
pregs of 1littls foroge velue ~= mmd the more -alstehle - cma grenss.

Cattle &nd horse tracke sre comwon in the forest ond the
browse shows henvy greazing & fow yesrz :ga »lth some re:wery since,
Fecnume of the smrll cren of the monummt, entirely mirrounded by
national forest and ~rivete preats whereln cottle, sheen, zad borveag
nre conntantly gresad, % o wonument ir left without wny crozection
from tressans stock. OSouthwest of Alsmo Canyon whence we we:n un'ble /)#g
to ro, {e the nres me:t criticslly over-grored, sconvding o the re-
port ol tha hotel nroprletor who hzs been In the fopilon Usr mony /
yenre.

lrnge of Lhe ores 1s vrlusble snd none too sbund:at to
cover and forege for the native life of tho monument. ¥t s tiere-
fore recommanfed that » four ov llve wire cstile-nroof fance he con-
structed slong the west and south bound: rices of the wonusent Lo ex—
clude tresonpe crttle and horses =~nd to parmit deser wnd othaer anantive
rnisnle of the monument Tree movement in end out. The bultom wire
should not be barbad smd should be on ma sverage of twenty-four
incher from the ground. Buch orotective mespurs would sleo save thé
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countless prehistoric ruins which dot the mess top from beilng furtier
trampled by domestic stock.

Becruse of the relatively smerll slze of the monument, 1ts Y
wild life 18 largely devnendent upon sbeolute n otection within the \
ponument and upon oconditions surronnding the monument. Wild 1ife of
the foreet, however, is rufflclently voried, numerous and interesting
to sdd grestly to the enjoyment of one hiking or rifing throngh 1it.

Three deer, Odocolleus hemionys macrotig were flushed from
one of tha Toresgt glades g wo came cuietly over the pine needles.

Yew porcupine rcars were seen. Poreu- have baeg -nlsoned at )

various times in the rast and »are now rure.
= 1 I

I
Foew coyote trecks were geen, but coyotes are normslly ebun-
dent In the vress

The stetu:r of cougars 1ls doubtful, but it is im-robnble that
this emall monument crn adequstely protect thie animsl which ie con-
atantly hunted in the surrounding reglon.

There §g# no running wnter in Alemo Canyom 2nd no evidence of
former beaver workinge. 1t is, therefore, doubtful whether the beavers
ot the Rio Grsnde penetrate these side cnnyonz except sg tronaients,

Fenthere of wild turkoy were found whicl indicrte the precence
of the Merriam turkey wit!in the monument; and numaerous rerorts of the
leborers snd workmen tell of flocks of wild turkeys seen from time to
time mlong the entrunce highway.

i A peir of duck hewks wss found nesating in the ¢cliff of Alume o K
(;‘ Canyon. ‘>’4§&

Birds of the foreat sre numerous. T _

RBecense of previous -nd more detailed reports from this
office on the wild 1life of Bondelier, it is thonght thet these brief
observitions will be of value ap additionnl detr.

“espectMilly submitted,

RBen H. Thomnson

cc Custodiun M. O. Fvanstead e



Figure 1.

Charnrcteristic view occross mese
(v.L.D. Neg. No. 3755)
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Figure 7.

¥ountain Muhlenbergia, & poor forage grass,
with a mat of grema grame intervixed. Thieg
is the Merrism turkey babitet. (%.L.D. Heg.
No. 5756)
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Figure 5.

Mountein Hublembergia, a poor forage grases, with a mat of prams greass
intermixed., This is the Merriam turkey habitat. (W.L.D. Neg. No. 3757)

Figure 4.
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Pondeross pine reproduction slong the rim of ﬁoﬂlam}a" Cenyon. This

forest 1s an ideal place for the naturasl presentation’of wild life
slong the trails. (W.L.D. Neg. No. 3788)
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FMgure B.

Loe Alamoe Canyon, where the duck hawks
(Faleo peregrinus znatum) were nesting.
Note the dense stand of Douglss fir and
ponderosa pine in the bottom of the can-
yon. (W.L.D. Neg. No. 3759)



