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Avpust 16, 1944

MEROFANDUS for the kegiopal uirector, Feglon Three.

In reaspcnss to actinb Legforal .ireator Scoyor'e memorandum
of July 31, 1344 there follows a spec’al report of accomplishments
in the wild 1life conservatlion field at Faandelier Lational Fomument
for the year of 1544.

¥11d life -onditions in Sandeller Lstional Zonument may ‘e
said to be generally goed for the semacn of 1544. Lule deer are
present in ;reater nuwmbers than ever before, but many dry does are
noted and there 1s a decided decreaze in the nurbers of fawns. Thia
1s thought to be due to the fact thtt Intensive hunting just cutside
ths morurent bourdaries has roduced the bucks to such an extent
that many does did not breed last winter.

Hear have suffered brocause of sheepmen Iintergively Luarﬂing
their flocks cn the Valle Yarnge.

The Yerriam turkey suffered scmewhat fromthe severe winter
of 1943-44 and thelr rumbers show ab:ut a 187 redustion over last
vear. Sheap herders ard wood cutters contimue to take m bsavy toll

of young ©on the higher breeding grourds outside the moruwents

The illegail hunting of grnuse in the high oountry haa almost
resulted in the extinction of the bird on the monumwent. “rouss
probsbly rrached an all tims los last year and no noticeable increscse
is noted this s:ason. An urusually large nuzber of luzber men
and atockzen on the bresding range has been a rssult of the abnormal

war demand far lumber and meat.

Cradual elizination of illegyal grazidy orn the scuthern part
of the monurent is responsinle for betterment of the ran e and
more abundant forage for wild 1ife in Lhat rezicn.

Alttough heasy fish stocking bas beon accomp.lshed in Frijoles
Cr ek, the extrerely koavy {ishing by Army peraoncel has abont
dopleted the fish in ti1l: stream. Froapects for powd zishing after
the war are not encouraginge Capulin and 3leme Uanyons have bren
little {ished and offor muoh retter .r. apecis.
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It is believed the greatest moasure of ptotection for turkey,
grouse and bear in this territory would be accomplished by giving
them better protection on their su-mer breeding rangs. This might
be accomplished by enlarging the monument to encompess some of the
higher cauntry or encouraging tho state to make the breeding range
a game refuge. FPlanting of beaver in Alamo and Cepulin Canyons
would go far in betteriny fishing in treso two streams.

Chester A. Thomas,
Cugtod {ane.




