UNITED STATES C_’/jf:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE
BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
September 30, 19545

¥emorandum {'er the Jirector.
Hefersnce is made to your memorandum 0. F. Je 235 dated
September 24th requesting a report of accomrlishcenis in the {ield
of wildlife oonservation since iu ust 31, 1é44. The following ~ertains

to conditions at Pandelier Tational “onument.

*u1le deer zeerm to e ygetting mors numerous svery year in the
j___x!r—-_'H

vicinity of Fri@g;es Canyon sadquarters and it may he uct zany years
haf'ora we have a "dear problem". Tesrs showsd a sliht increase over
the area genorally. There was a gratifving increase in the number of
Yerrilam turkeys bu% they can stlll be said %o be scarce. “Wood cutters
and sheop herders continue to xill off the old and youn; on their
breeding grounds in the high montainres above the monument.

grouse showad a 3lisht ircrsasse on the arsa after resching an
all-time low during 1544. It is believed that intensive zrazin; of

-

the high country during the wa r years has so depleted the irass

and shrubs 1n the meadows that breedin; conditicns {or the :rouse have

becoure unfaverable te such an extent az to alxost aliminate them. Cver-

grazing doubtless has an adverse a{fsct on she Yerriam Turkey. Crazing

has boen eliminated on the monument tut neither the zrcuse of the




Porriam turkey habitually nests at the low elevation of most of the
ﬁonumént.vv 7

Th; thousands of people stationsd at Los Alamos Atomic Eomb Site
so close to us hasg ;esulfmd in the very heavy uss of the stresms in
this vieinity for recreational fishing., The streams have beern flshed
out to such an extent that the prospects for fishing after the war are
not bright.

It iﬁ recommended that as socn as funds ocan's made availlable

studies be carried en tc determine the feasibility of re-stoocking a

nurber oa speciss that were native to the country at one time. It

seems from studies carried con so far that mountain sheer, e;k, octter

and other rammals snd birds were once ntive ;o this section and have

now become extinct. As natural conditions =re once rmore bein; re-
established due to elimination of grazing and wood cutting, it would

be advisable to explore the possibility of restcring these animals to
the community. It would also seem sdviszadble to give the lerriem turkey,
grouse and bear protection on their breedin; grounds on the Hiéh country
ebove the monument. These species rarce in the morurent and are
protected part.of the year, but suffer from illegal hunting and gra:z'ing

durizng their breeding season in the higher elevations.

Chester A. Thonas,
Custodian.

cc; The Eegional Director, Thres.




