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As dust Gescendec updr the wemverc of the Pemngyivanis Assenibly
sitting it sessior in the Stats house, ant the ousineac O The dBY wWas ac
yet unfinished, the Speaker woulé order 'that Candles ve uvrought in. Amd
they were Lrought in accordingly.” Tnis was the estavlisuec prectice of
the Assembly and is noted time and ageiv in the Yotes of the Assemily (Ps.
Archives, 6th Series). The schedule af Assenbly meetings meant that many
sespions were held at those times of the year when darkness comes earliest,
thus requiring the introduction of supplementary lignting late in the after-
nooti. In sccordance with & provision of the charter, the Assembly convened
esch year on October 1k. It esdjourned after a very short session {aften
only & day or two) until lste December or early Jamuary; they then held
sescions for & month or two--at this time of year suppliesentary lighting
would be neesded o0 many dreary days ever in the early afterncon. They re-
eouvened in emrly Mgy end met until the end of that month or the beginning
of June. In late August or sarly September they met again and finelly
ad ourned o September 30, the day before the provincial elections were
held.2

Like the Punnsylvanis Asgembly, the Becond Continentsl Congress
oftern met in the Asseubly Roon late in the afternoon, and evening sessions
vere 5ot uncomumon. In December L7780 Congress resolved that 1t would "meet
two bours &t lemst each evening, beginning at six o'clock, Seturdsy evenlngs
excepted urtil the presert state of their foreigrn affeirs be Tully considered.”3
Committes meetings were alpso held at cight.

The Constitutionel Convention, however, mel in the daylight howrs.

There was 1o rule in the beginning of the sessiorn about the time of




acjournment. O August b they passed ¢ resolution e "meetl punciuslly at
10 o'ciock every morpdug (Suncsyr excepted) and sit till four o'clock ir the
afvernoon.  Accoraing to Jemes Wilsor the bour of afjourument was very
surictly sdbered wo, "evern if & wember were ir the midélie of his speech.”
£ lew ggye dgter the hour of ad ournsert was changed %0 Lhrze o'clock. Op
fugast 23, 1787 the Fenmsylvanis Iscket commended the dalepmies for their
asdicmtior and tireless efforts, and “the long time they spend ir the delibe
eretions of eech daay (sometimes 7 bours)."™ The remson bLehind the establishe
mant of the rether sarly adjournment bour is unknown--very likely it heé
notkhdng &t all toe 6o with the matter of Llighting, cut rather with the hest
of the Failsdelipnis summers.

The leck of documentary evidence of & chandelier having bung in
in itsedf owing 10 the dearth of specific informmtion of fittings for the
Stete Bouse beforc the 1750's. (See architectursl date section for inforue~
tion re: 1bih century chandelier banger.) In 1824 in preparation for the
recsptian for lefeyette e chandslier was bOught for the room.” For sost of
the time between 1024 and 1955 & chandelier bung in the Assenmbly Hoom.

The central ballway of the Siate House might heve been expected
¢ have bmd iliuminption toc. However, results of the architectursl investi-
gaticn prove thal a chandelier was not ingtalled until 1814 vhen Thackars
put the medallion there. In 1837 City Council oraered “thet the lesmp of the
Passage in Eell of Indeperdence ve lighted with gms."®

The puclic balls, suppers and concerts held in the State House,
generally in the Long Room, were occasions for the bullding to e “elegantly”
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anc "grendl " dliluninstec. The Kingte cirtbomy wee celebretec "with ibe
greavest Solemnity” with " gren Dell &l the Stetekouss, 8t whkich were
present upwercs Of Cue busdred Lecies, an & auch gresler Humver of Genlie-
e, Woo foTmed the most lrililent Assesily thel med ever before ueen seen
4r thie Frovingce. The whoie Company were elegantly entertain’d vy his
Honowr there &t Supper iu the Long Gailery and every Toing conducted with
the greatest Decorus, snd to genersl Satisfaction.”( Besides the anuual
celeurgtion ¢ the King's Birthdsy, other officlel state celevrations and
erterteinments took place in the Long Hoom. The "Gentlemen of the Army™
gave & gprand Dnterteinment and & Hell” during the French and Indien Hars.”
Ané there in 1771 the merchants of the ciiy expressec Sheir pleasure at the
eppoirtmeni of Ficherd Penn me Governor of the Province with "& very gonteel
enterteirment,” merked by "greet festivity, mirts ané numoure-sll of vhich
was eniGved by mors than 250 pmrm.? Two years later the sercuante attended
Fr. Penr gt the Siate House, supressec o hie thelr thanks an appreciation
for "the particuiar interest ne bas shown the trade of this Port.” They
e oves wit: biz "an elegant entertainwent” including meny tossis, sech
acconpandes by sr ertillery discharge, end music performed by & military bend.iO

hAssemblies such &s these would necessitate not only sufficient lighte
4np ie the rooms of the second floor 1o emable mundreds of guests tO e oy
the slepant dining, vt also lighting of the Tower and stairvay to permit
Bocess Lo the secomd [loor.

Ir 1809 Charles Willsou Fesle rewmoved the partitdon whdenh in ITHL
the Assembly hsd erected sl the esstern ond of the long Gallery e mmke a room

identical ir sise with the Asseslly hoom below--then the meeting place of the




Continented GOLgress. ko thus reeswolisned the Loug Geliery across the
fropt snc the two smaller rooms O e LSguare side and resbored The second
filoor Lo its originel errangeme;i. The prouder of lighuing tae State house
wae & prescing one for Feale. 000D €7 ter sgtablishing his JamOus Dmsew
There he wrowe o his sons Rembrencl anc Kubens in Lonmdor thaet “glass
Chandeliers snould saisc ormmment tho 7 hoomse~-5 U0 six of ther might e
suificient with patent ismps in thes."s+ Eis final solutior of the proulem
however was the use of five chandeliers ir the long Koow &: showr ir his
gelf-porcrait "The Artist in Hiec Museun” (Femnsylvanie Acadeny of Pine Arts)
&nd bis son Titier'e watercolor "Pae Interior of the Feele Museuz" (Detroit
Museun) .

The Evening illuminetion of ile Stete Bouse was er inportant
feature of Fesle's use of it. ILighted "with Fateni lamps and Candles,
equivalent to the light of 220 Candies"© it served se "s genbesl 'promenade’ s
offerins oottt music and the still rare pleasure of waiking by night in =
brightl ~lighted room."t3 In 1407 Fesle advertised his "RATIONAL MUSEUN and
PAGHIONAELE LOUNGE," and "the display of the MUSEUN by lsmp lignt." ¥ Toere
is mmong the Pemie Papers in the Eistoricael Society of FPennsylvauils & volume
of "Current Experces" far 1808 to 1019 which conteins entries which reveal
much sbout the method he, in the esmxrly pert of the 19th century, used to

light the rooms.
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In 1816 Rubens Peale, now the manager of the Museum, introduced
gas lighting into the steeple and second floor mams.ls The gas, €. W. Peale
hoped, would remedy the situation caused by the former lighting fixtures
which emitted smoke and injured the Museum's collection.®

Candles were the only means of illuminetion until the end of the
18th century when lamps were intreoduced. The rooms of the State House were
lighted by candles--gtanding on desks, tables, perhaps even window sills.
The candlesticks used in the State House during the historic period were
varied in size, type and materisl. They included: "1 peir of large Oval
feet candlesticks, 3 pairs of smell [oval feet candlesticks]," "3 pair of
[small] Round [feet candlesticks],” all purchased for the Senete in Ii."{90:L7 F
"1l pr Steel Candlesticks” bought for the Senate in 1791 ,18 and "2 pr of
8till [steel] Candiesticks," bought by the Assembly on November 26, 1778
from Lewis Grant.t9 In August 1743 the Assembly purchased for its use &
lentern for 5 shillings. Exactly how and where this was used is not known .20
However, the Council Chamber on the second floor where the Governor and his
Council met, and later the Supreme Executive Council had sconces in addition
to candlesticks. On March 14, 1777 Cclonel Timothy Matlack, secretary of
the Supreme Executive Council,purchased from Timothy Berrett "for the use

of the Council"l "1 Set of Plated Candlesticks 16.0.0" and "1 Pair Double




Sconces 3.10.0."%

isrge and small parchpses of cauddes Treguentl; appear ir ithe
leggers end Jowrn&dis of Fenngyivanis goverumenti. All brenches of the
governmenti werc supplied with them. Both “Mould candies"* > ang "sperme~
cetti candies"@% were specifiec, out most of the entries merely list
"candies.” They were purchesed both by the pound mnéd oy the 0OX.Ss
(6ee Appendix 1 for chart from Vousor's Encyclopedis, vol. IV, p. h:
Experiment to determine the real corparetive value of burning Candles of
&ifferert sorts and sizes.)

It is irpossible o determine Precisely bov zany caniles were used
in the State House iy & giver period of time because the sntries in the
accounting records of the Siate did not alwsys specify the guantity purchased
or sven the amount of payment made. The various off'icisis of the state,
nowever, oid purchase caundles al regolsar intervals. As an example--in
Novemier 1790 the State Senate purchesed one box of gpermacett] candles and,

eariy in NMerch of 1791, fift-twe pounds of wﬂss.aﬁ
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&L borming CANDLES of differeamt sorie and sises.

Banb, of Weight The time The time The expence
candles of one one can- that one ix 12 hours

in ome candle. dle lasted pound wien candles
PounG. will last are at 6d. per
dogen, whick
alsc shows the
proporticn of
the expence
at any price
per dozen.
Oz.lr. Br.in, Hr Min, Ferthinge and
100tk parts.
Small wick 185 0 1k 315 5% 26 485
large wick 19 ° 13 2 W 0 % 5.70
15% 0 15 2 4 W2 6u5k
12 1 % 3 27 B2k 6.96
* 10f 18 3 36 32 24 7.50
< % 21 k9 32 12 8.9%
. 8 2 0 415 3% 0 E.47
5% 213 519 % 15 $.53
Hould
caxdies Hould~candle
at 7s. per dog.
% 21 7 2 2 3 7.87
4 4 ¢ 9 3 36 2 %.28



