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 NARRATIVE v TRl

Excavation of tho pro-Rovolutionu-y Ebenezer Fiske House

foundation walls began during bilo s B 1963, (TiMasteabien Bov 1)
Contract Archeologist Vincont Foley first cleared the site of une E
desirable vogot.ation and dobril. As work progressed, a cellar E ‘
' becane diacomablo with th. oxpoluro of buried stones and lodso. ; 5 .F
e (Inuatration Noa. 2 and 3) Horur was aprud across the top of tln - ; )
foundation valls as vuthhr-prooﬁng s and after a section of the t :
_southeast wall collapud, buttrunl of 2" x " framework wers o e v f
erected. (qustration Ros. h and 5) With completion of the k i
_ archeological work, a nou crfocein temporary stabilisation was : Z @‘
 undertaken by the Park niut.omnco staff with the use of plywood t
sheets to keep the -tonmrk 4in place against the pressures of rain ‘ : : . %f
" washes and retained oarth. ' ; E
Mash $ine 48 devitad Lo’ the tudy of aathods by vkiel veo _ V
habilitation could take plncc without destroying the sppearance ‘
» of the dry wall conatructiona ‘In September, 196l permanent i
stabilization and partial ustontion were accomplished by ree . ‘ ’_
' building the coll.apsod sectibns of foundstion wall and bonding’the ;;,?l‘f;‘
~ stonework with mort.ar which would not be exposed to view. Mason " : ‘ Fw
Tony Della Honica, vith hia holpcr, reconstructed the necessary b | t
masonry work, renoved the westherproofing csp, and relaid the top g
| stones in ncrtar The o:d.nting otouowork was flushed clean with
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water and the voids 'cho;i filled with a mixture of L parts sand, -. ' bk
1 part cement, and 1 pnrt‘.iim‘c. Exhibit Specialists, Harry Martin
and Warren Dungan used‘a".vita mortar gun for this purpose. A

nozzel designed by tihlom pogféd‘cd the operation, allowing frea flow
& penetration of the mortu? g!np into the dry wall., The new portions |
of wall blend very well with the existing work and the character B
. of dry wall construction hu been preserved. (Illustration No. 6, o
compare with No. 5) o] o ‘
In the course of work,nll plumbing pipes were removed with the g
exception of an old drain 1ine (7"ID) under the eastern end of the '.
southeast wall. This pipom be used as a future drain line
::[. ' ‘sleeve. »(Illn-tration Nq_’.‘-'lizl")‘
In the Administratifo ;-D"ta Section of the Historic Structures
Report, Part 1, it was pf«::ﬁoéed to surround the cellar with a
guard rail and expose tl_m toﬁndation in its correct dimensions. :
- However, the Regional Diquctor"l office considered it advisable
to backfill the cellar to within one foot of the top of thre p
© foundation wall after it had been stabilized. Bids were received
and the 'IAxix;xgton Sand and ‘Granl Coy of South Actfon, )ﬁsl. was
 awarded the contract to backfill at a cost of $500.00. The Jjob

~was completed in November, 196&. ~ (Illustration Nos., 7 and 8)




Although maintenance -'x"_n'_'obloma have been simplified by the
backfilling, it is hoped 'f;hit,tho park in its further planning
“and dovelopment wi11 allow the visitor to viov the total ruin

in context with appropriltc iﬂtorproutin muuru. iof ‘}
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" JLLUSTRATION NO. 1

Front porﬁbn' o'fixhcuu foundation valls biyforo excavation
. and utabuiut.ion u viewed from the east. Note undesirable
growth and d-brit, randou ltono walls and gnnito toundntion

blocks. '
Photot  National Park Service
. Jack Boucher, 1962
‘Neg. No. Minute Man 62-16 ‘ " _
Copy Neg. No. EODC 390k L i
¢ b
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- ILLUSTRATION NO: 2

Orientation -kotchor house foundation walls. Note

‘location of future drd.n linc sleeve in southesst wall,

Stonework in the front portion is of better quality than

~that found in the northwut sections. Exact datin; of tho

different sections ot tho cellar is undohr-imd,
Historic mu Sntion, Part 1, tor dhmaion of houl

: i chronolozy.

i ; i " =

e ‘Dclinut_orl“:ﬂ‘ mm hm.n. 1965
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Stone foundation vn.llu u‘ur omntion as seen {rom
. " 'southeast. Compm atonmrk in front portion ( foreground
of photo) with that fonnd 1n more distant sections. Note

possible footi.ng for eontinution of foundation wall on the
. northwest side of tront porticn, 19th oontnry chimney remains,
 19th century granit.n fonndation blocks, and npoud ht-r
mortar ln stonework vo'f_,‘ ;;ont portion.

¥ % Ry

Photos ht.ional Pnrk Scrvico
Goorgc Mo Cuahinz, Jdre = April, 1964
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 ILIUSTRATION NO. 8

 View of backeani
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Form 10-174A UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(June 1962)

Work Order Number

NATIONAL PARK:SERVICE Be10
‘ COMPOSITION OF COST Fidnl CO‘MPLETION REPORT il o oo
: 14X1035
Park {ogion Year Programmed
Minute Man National mstorical P:rk NE 1963

Location in Park
_Easternmost end of Park

Work Order Title

Stabilization of the cellar 'dn&_fcundation of the Ebenezer Fiske House

com OS‘ITION OF COST

COSTS CHARGED TO FUNDS ALLOTTE.AD T_O_F[ELD FINANCE OFFICE

(1) Persondl Serv'ices.;..................,.l.‘.'

svsbidsncrvane

(2) Travel..................................;...;;.;

L R R R T

; (3) Contruct Work....ioianiaeiias: ....;.............. AN SRR TS R

(4) Supplles and Materlals R (LA

(5)“ther Direct Expenses....'.............,...~...<‘...,._

(6) I".Operuiion of Equipment......cccoonirnnaioni ,

‘(7) Depreciation of Equipmeni............a.;.l..;;;..'.,.".‘. ..... RN Chisabasisined ‘
( urchase of Construction EqQUIpMeNt. ... . iiiiressmecsissemisesssesiocsa
(9) Purchase of Other Accountable Equvpmenf....‘

(10) Other Costs:

sssvssnns

(1) TOTAL COST CHARGED TO FFO FUNDS--. ........ FPETE R i
bm ER COSTS: 4

(12) PS&s, AP, and/or Facilitating Servic;t’:.@fi:s: 16 st s
(13) Inventory and Other Non-Fund Cosfs SR R s s e sa e

(14) GROSS WORK ORDER cosn. eisstediveneibin

D T T

(]

v ‘(15) Residual Value of Construcﬂon Equupment on Line 8l

.- (16) Other Credits ............. R B R S R i e ieae

(17) NET cosT OF FIXED'ASSE:rsa...‘...‘...‘........ ........ koo

—_— 42,44

367.94
. 788,51

AXXHXXXXXXX

$ 2,775.18

$ 444.03

HXHHHKHK K XX

2CHNCHNK KK XX

$ 3,219.21

: den' other costs and other credits by line item entry, on an attached schedule, or explain in narrative.

25543

N a
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Form. 10-174

(Juno 1962) UNITED STATES DEPARfMEN;l' OF THE INTERIOR

Work Order No

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE B-10

; Fund Symbol
__’ FACE SHEET FOR COMPLETION REPORT 14x1035

Par Region Year Programmed

Minute Man National Hisborionl mk Northeast 1963
Locaﬂon in Park State(s) PCP No. :

: B=2 \/

'At easternmost end of park Mass, Master Plan No.

County or Counties

Middlesex

ﬁ Contract and/or E Day Lab’o"r“'jv " At

Master Plan Correcfed By

As Built Drawings By

“Work Order Title

Date Started

" Stabilisation of the cellar and fonmhtion of tho ok ok 3/ 21/6l '
Eboneur Fiske House ate Compiele e
: 11/25/6L ;
DESCRIPTION OF FIXED ASSETS

(For completion by employee in. chufqo of project)

TOTAL COSTS
- (For completion by FFO)

100 7 « Structures
Historie Structure (Bbcmur Phh ltcrun Foundation Walls)

$3,219.21
. TOTAL $ 3,219.21
DISTRIBUTION | THE FIXED ASSET DESCRIBED ABOVE HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPROVED
No| To DRAWINGS CIFICATIONS, ANS AUTHORIZED CHANGES
4| WASO Submitted ﬁ Title: Date: :
1| EODC B Architect 1/13/65
1| NE Region ‘ e L. n
Approved Title: Date:
} MA NHP 0. Superintendent 1/13/65
T COSTS VERIFIED g Title: Date:
% m Regional Budget Officer 3/1g/¢s

11360
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