
of Pacific Arts. On 2003-2005 

Mrs. Kanai was the member of 

the Committee on Early 

Childhood Comprehensive 

System. From 1988-2001she 

was the secretary of the 

Board of Director of Microne-

sian Endowment for Historic 

Preservation Officers. On 

2001 –2005 she was the Presi-

dent of the Board of Direc-

tors for the Micronesian En-

dowment for Historic Preser-

vation. Mrs. Kanai was a good 

leader with many accomplish-

ments. The Staff of the Bureau 

of Arts & Culture congratu-

late her for all her hard work 

and achievements. 

 On December 15, 2005, the 

Ministry of Community & Cultur-

al Affairs hosted a Retirement 

luncheon for Director Kanai. 

Mrs. Kanai was employed at the 

Bureau of Arts & Culture for 26 

years. She began working at the 

Bureau when it was formerly 

known as the Division of Cultural 

Affairs. Her starting position was 

a Registrar from 1978-1981. In 

1981to 1988 she was the Opera-

tion Supervisor . From 1988-

2001 she became the Chief of 

the Division. On 2001when the 

Division of Cultural Affairs be-

came the Bureau of Arts & Cul-

ture, she became the Director 

until 2005. During her years at 

the Bureau Mrs. Kanai was in-

volved in many committees and 

organization. She was a member 

of the Board of Director of Pa-

lau Community Action Agency in 

1984-1989. In 1991-1995 she 

was a member of Palau National 

Archives Council. In 1989-1995 

she was a member of Palau 

CTAS Advisory Council of the 

College of Micronesia. In 1988-

2005 member of US National 

Conference of State Historic 

Preservation officers. On 2002-

2005 member of the Special 

Advisory Committee for the 

Office of the Rubekul Belau 

(Council of Chiefs). On July 

2004 she was the Chairwoman 

of the Committee on Programs 

and Activities of the 9th Festival 

Mrs. Vicky N. Kanai receiving the 

Achievement Award from Minister 

Farewell, Director Vicky N. Kanai 
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Historic Preservation 

Symposium at Ngara-

chamayong Cultural 

center 

Ulong Village Restoration Project 

Historic Preservation Symposium 
On November 21 & 22, 2005 

the Bureau of Arts & Culture/

Historic Preservation Office 

hosted a two day symposium 

at Ngarachamayong Cultural 

Center. The theme of the 

symposium was “ Desischii a 

Klecheblau me a Klechib-

elau” (Strengthening our Palau 

Heritage). The purpose of this 

symposium is to build a closer 

working relationship with con-

cerned partners in protecting 

and preserving Palau’s Natural, 

historical and cultural re-

sources. Participating agencies 

included Belau National Muse-

um, PICRC, PCS, Marine Con-

servation & Protected Areas, 

EQPB, AG’s Office, Bureau of 

Public Safety, Conservation & 

Law Enforcement of Koror 

State, Division of Curriculum & 

Instruction, Belau Tour Associ-

ation,  Palau Visitors Authority 

and The Council of Chiefs. The 

First day of the symposium 

was mostly presentation of 

roles and responsibilities and 

also accomplishments and 

challenges of the affiliated 

agencies. The next day was 

mostly group presentation on 

solutions and recommendation 

to address challenges that 

were addressed on the First 

day. The four main issues that 

were mostly emphasized were 

education, orthography, 

preservation of language and 

state and affiliated agencies to 

work together to monitor 

historical and conservation 

sites. Recommendations and 

solutions that were presented 

will be used in the future 

Workplan of the BAC office.  

Ulengchong, Chief of Cul-

tural Affairs of Koror State. 

Mr. Ulengchong was select-

ed to supervise the site 

restoration project at 

Ulong village. The physical 

work started toward the 

end of August 2005 and 

ended at the end of Sep-

Every year the Bureau 

awards $2,000 to one 

of the sixteen states to 

restore a site. The 

nominated site for FY’ 

04 was Ulong Village. 

Mr. Walter Metes, 

Palau Registrar coordi-

nated with Mr. Lazarus 

tember. There were seven 

men working on the site 

restoration project. The 

site has been cleared and 

restore. It is now accessible 

for visitors to enjoy the  

site and learn about the 

early Rock Island settle-

ment. 

Koror State Workers  

clearing the  site 

I B E T E L  A  K L E B E L A U  

Map of Ulong Island 
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Every year the Ministry of 

Community & Cultural Affairs 

with joint efforts of Palau Visi-

tors Authority organized a cul-

ture promotional fair called 

Olechotel Belau Fair. The 

Olechotel Belau Fair (OBF)  is 

usually  held on October joint 

celebration with United Na-

tions Day.  The 2005 OBF was 

held on October 23 & 24, 

2005.The theme for this year 

OBF was “ Desisichii a 

Koted” ( Strengthening our 

roots). This year the organizing 

committee of the OBF propose 

to have a new committee that 

will organize a pageant to seek 

for Ngira me a Dira Olechotel 

Belau (Mr. & Ms. OBF). This 

committee was able to organize 

the pageant to be held on Oc-

tober 22 the night before the 

actual event. The pageant was a 

successful event, Ms. Dilbilang 

Mariur of  Ngarchelong State 

won the title of Miss. OBF and 

Mr. Olekeriil Smith of Peleliu 

State won the title of Mr. OBF. 

Most of the local states were 

able to participate in the art/

dance performances, booth, 

games, traditional sports which 

made the OBF 2005 a memora-

ble event.  

(Settlement of a Deceased Per-

son’s Estate). Cheldecheduch is a 

significant aspect of Palauan cul-

ture. Cheldecheduch occurs 

when one partner of a married 

couple passes away. It is a final 

event to take place between the 

woman’s relatives and man’s 

relatives. In a Cheldecheduch, 

there will be discussions regard-

ing chelbechiil, techel otungel, 

techel a oruikl, ududir me a kloklir 

Every year, the Society of Histori-

an, along with Oral History and 

Ethnography staff work to com-

pile information about a selected 

Palauan Culture. This project is 

intended to collect all traditional 

epistemology of Palauan life-ways 

which are to be reviewed and  

documented for education and 

preservation of Palauan Culture. 

This year the selected topic was 

Cheldecheduch er a Kodall 

a rengalk, belsel a mlad, me a 

kloklir a rubekel. Copies of 

this booklet publication have 

been distributed to all ele-

mentary and high schools of 

Palau, Palau libraries, govern-

ment office, and off-island 

libraries (MARC & MIC 

Sem). 

Dira ma Ngira Olechotel 

Belau 2005 

“Cheldecheduch er a Kodall” latest publication 

“ Cheldecheduch er a Kodall” 

2005 booklet 

Piki Piki naef “Rice 

Ball” of Sonsorol State 

Booth display at OBF 

2005  

“Kukau” Display at the 

OBF  Booth 



and historical properties of 

Ngarchelong State. Iechadrairikl 

Renguul Kloulchad Historian of 

Ngarchelong also provided many 

information including oral histo-

ries and places names of 

Ngarchelong.  

The survey concentrated on are-

as that were not surveyed in 

The 2005 BAC survey of 

cultural and historical re-

sources of Ngarchelong 

state was conducted from 

February to June 2005. The 

survey was a reconnaissance 

level with three staff from 

Archaeology/Survey and 

Inventory Section, Ms. Rita Olsu-

dong, Mr. Erroflynn Kloulchad 

and Mr. Calvin T. Emesiochel 

were assisted with one field assis-

tant, Mr. Lesly Ngiramolau. BAC 

also specifically requested to 

Governor Browny Salvador to 

have Mr. Murphy Wasisang, an 

employee of Ngarchelong state to 

assist the BAC staff with survey 

due to his broad knowledge re-

garding the locations of cultural 

1999 which was a field 

check of previously identi-

fied sites. As a result 85 

sites have been document-

ed. Twenty one sites were 

documented during this 

survey. In addition to the 

previously identified sites, 

boundaries have been expanded  

with additional features to be 

mapped. The sites included tradi-

tional villages, terraces, docks, taro 

patches and historic properties 

relating to Japanese administration 

and WWII. Governor Browny Sal-

vador and Uongerchetei Victor 

Joseph agreed that the inventory of 

Ngarchelong cultural and historical 

sites would be an asset to the 

state. Both of them gave their sup-

Ministry of Community & Cultural Affairs 

Government of Palau 

P.O Box 100 

Koror, Palau 96940 

Phone: (680) 488-2489/3361 

Fax: (680) 488-2657/3594 

E-mail: histpres@palaunet.com 

Disclaimer Statement 
This publication was put together by the Bureau 
of Arts & Culture/ Historic Preservation Office in 
partnership with National Park Service, Depart-
ment of Interior, United States of America. How-
ever, the contents and information contained 
herein does not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the Department of the Interior. 
 

Nondiscrimination Statement 
The Palau Bureau of Arts & Culture also known 
as Historic Preservation Office receives U.S Fed-
eral financial assistance for recordation of Oral 
Histories and Traditions, identifications and pro-
tection of cultural and traditional historic sites 
and properties. The U.S Department of the Interi-
or strictly prohibits unlawful discrimination on the 
basis of race, color , national origin, age or hand-
icap. Any person who believes he or she has 
been discriminated against in any program, ac-
tivity or facility operated by a recipient of Federal 
Assistance should write to: Director, Equal Op-
portunity Program, U.S Department of the Interi-
or, National Park Service, P.O Box 37127, 
Washington D.C, 20013-7127. 
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