
The Bureau of Cultural and Historical Preservation/Palau Historic Preservation Office has announced its plans for 

next year 2017. For next year, BCHP plans to implement the following: (1) Inventory of Cultural and Historical Sites 

of Koror State Vol. I: Inventory of Cultural and Historical Sites of Koror Proper; (2) Production and Printing of 2017 

Palauan Calendars with English Translation; (3) Project Review and Compliance Number of Clearance Issued; (4) 

Archaeological Evaluation, Inventory Assessment & Research Design for Future Projects; (5) Inventory of Cultural 

and Historical Sites and Oral History in Koror State Vol. II: Collection of Oral History of Koror Proper: (6) Nomination 

of Significant Sites from FY’14: (7) 2-Day 12th Annual Symposium on Historic Preservation: (8) Archaeology and 

Heritage Awareness Week. 

BCHP/PHPO receives annually Historic Preservation Fund Grants from the U.S. Department of the Interior, National 

Park Service, to implement activities related to the identification, evaluation, registration, treatment, and protection 

of historic and archaeological resources.  
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BCHP Plans for 2017 

On January 28, 2016, upon request of Mindszenty High School Palauan Teacher Mr. Santy Asanuma, the Society of 

Historians members Ms. Ochob Rachel Becheserak, Koror Historian, Ms. Diraiterir Theodosia Blailes, Anguar Histori-

an, and Mr. Rechiuang Demei Otobed, Ngatpang Historian gave presentations on Traditional Customary Practices in 

regard to “Fundamental principles and components of traditional education in Palau”, “Women’s traditional responsi-

bilities”, and “Men’s traditional responsibilities” respectively. The Bureau of Cultural and Historical Preservation 

(BCHHP) staff Ms. Lynda Tellames, Staff Historian and Ms. Filly Carabit, Public Education Officer accompanied the 

Historians as support staff. The presentations lasted half day from 8am-11am. The BCHP and the Society of Histori-

ans are very pleased to have been part of the MHS Cultural Awareness Day to share some of their knowledge to ed-

ucate and for awareness of Palauan culture and heritage. This is part of the BCHP on-going effort to educate the 

public on Palauan cultures and historical treasures.  

Ochob Rachel Becheserak                      

Koror State Historian 

Society of Historians Presents  

at Mindszenty High School Cultural Awareness Day 

Diraiterir Theodosia Blailes            

Angaur State Historian 
Rechiuang Demei Otobed            

Ngatpang State Historian 



Bureau of Cultural and Historical Preser-

vation (BCHP) joins Koror Elementary 

School (KES) afterschool program by 

providing service assistance specifically 

conducting presentations on Palau cul-

tural and historical heritage such as Pa-

lau’s core values, storytelling, Palau his-

torical site description and history, and 

overview of the duties and responsibili-

ties of the BCHP. The afterschool pro-

gram was initiated by KES which runs 

from February 8 - 22, 2016  from 

3:30am - 4:30pm. BCHP is very 

pleased to being part of this program to 

educate and for awareness of Palau’s 

precious cultural and historical heritage.  

BCHP Joins KES After School Program 
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BCHP Showcased in PCC Career and Technical Awareness 

Week 

Bureau of Cultural and Historical Preservation (BCHP) Staff Ms. Filly Carabit, Historic Preserva-
tion Officer attended a Palau Community College (PCC) Career and Technical Awareness Week 
on March 17—18, 2016. BCHP had an opportunity to join with the Liberal Arts program and 
Palauan Studies booth, which offers various introductory courses such as cultural anthropolo-
gy, archaeology, and Palauan Studies. BCHP participated and assisted by providing brochures 
and publications and presenting the duties/tasks of BCHP for students to grasp the value of 
cultural anthropological and archaeological work. BCHP is very happy to have been part of this 
program and looks forward to attend again next year.  
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Historians First Regular Session This Year 

BCHP Presents at G.B. Harris Elementary School 
Awareness Week 

On March 14, 2016 upon request of 

the George B. Harris Elementary 

School Principal Mr. Wicliff Emul the 

Bureau of Arts Cultural and Histori-

cal Preservation staff Ms. Filly Cara-

bit, Public Education Officer present-

ed as a guest speaker to the 3th 

graders of George B. Harris Elemen-

tary School. Ms. Carabit presented 

to the 3th graders on the Palau’s 

Cultural and Historical Sites and its 

significance.  

BCHP office was very happy to be 

part of the Learning Day Fair and 

hope to provide presentations again 

during next year’s Education Aware-

ness Week. 

The presentation is part of the Bureau of Cultural and Historical Preservation on-going pro-

jects in the awareness and education of the preservation and protection of Palau’s cultural and 

historical heritage.  

The Palau Society of Historians of 

the Bureau of Cultural and Historical 

Preservation held their First Session 

this year to compile the draft of 

their booklet entitled “Bekal er a 

Daob” (Palau Seafaring). The Histo-

rians discussed on the Palau Seafar-

ing which they will later publish into 

a booklet.  

     The Historians session lasted two 

weeks from February 15—26, 2016. 

This booklet is part of an ongoing se-

ries of publications on topics of tradi-

tional Palauan culture.  
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REGULATION FOR HISTORICAL/CULTURAL PROPERTIES 

It is illegal to take, remove, alter or damage any historical or cultural properties, including artifacts, sunken 

WW II vessels and parts thereof, WW II relics, historic landmarks, and cultural properties. Detailed information 

on Public Laws regarding historical and cultural properties can be obtained from PNC Title 19 Chapter 1 and 

its subsidiaries. To ensure compliance with these laws you may contact the Bureau of Cultural and Historical 

Preservation/Historic Preservation Office at (680) 488-2489 or send an email to  histpres@palaunet.com / 

bac_reg@palaunet.com / bac_arch@palaunet.com 

Bureau of Cultural and Historical Preservation/Palau Historic Preservation Office (Obis er a Ibetel a Cherechar) 
Ministry of Community & Cultural Affairs 

 P.O. Box 100, Koror, PW 96940 
Telephone No.: (680) 488-2489/3361  Fax: (680) 488-3594 

 Email Addresses: histpres@palaunet.com / bac_reg@palaunet.com / bac_arch@palaunet.com 

 

ACKNOWLEDMENT OF SUPPORT: This publication is published with support 

from the ROP Government and the National Park Service, Department of the 

Interior and the Palau Historic Preservation Office (Bureau of Arts and Culture).   

 

DISCLAIMER: The contents, opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommen-

dations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior. 

 

NON–DISCRIMINATION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: 

This program received Federal funds from the U.S. National Park Service. Regulations of 

the U.S. Department of Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in national origin, age, 

sex, or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any 

program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to: 

Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 

P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127. 


